VIDEO GAMES
Echoes of Wisdom
gives Zelda power,

a new starring role
Page 18

WORLD

Page 8

' Tuberville drops hold on nominee for Indo-

STARS

Zelenskyy visits DC
as the divide on
Ukraine war builds

MLB
Expanded playoffs
keeping more fans

engaged in season
Page 32

Pacific Army job » pages

i STRIPES.

stripes on

Volume 83 Edition 117 ©SS 2024

CONTINGENCY EDITION

FriDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2024

Free to Deployed Areas

ANTHONY FOorD/U.S. Army

Soldiers assigned to 2nd Armored Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division run toward a defensive position during an exercise at Bemowo Piskie Training

Area in Poland on March 11.

‘Transforming in contact’

US general: Lessons from Ukraine war include faster adaptation for troops

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

Fake command posts, electromagnetic de-
coys and fast-moving mission control hubs are
some of the ways the war in Ukraine has trans-
formed U.S. Army training in Europe, accord-
ing to a top American general in the wake of a
rotation on NATOQ’s eastern flank.

The new focus is on getting troops to adapt
faster to a more complex battlefield, the 3rd In-
fantry Division’s Maj. Gen. Christopher Norrie
said in an Army statement Wednesday.

His team wrapped up a nine-month deploy-
ment this spring overseeing Army units across
Poland and the Baltics.

The Army’s approach to
training has evolved over the
past couple of years with an
emphasis on  so-called
“transforming in contact,”
which involves drawing les-
sons learned by troops in the
field that are rapidly tested
by the larger Army.

“We’re observing the world, and then we’re
transforming in contact,” Norrie said.

In the past, ensuring the mobility of a bri-
gade command post wasn’t a major priority for
the Army, which during two decades of conflict
in Iraq and Afghanistan didn’t face adversa-
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Norrie

ries with long-range strike capabilities.

However, the war in Ukraine and the wide-
spread use of drones and precision strikes have
revealed how exposed command posts can be-
come.

During the 3rd Infantry Division’s deploy-
ment, which concluded in May, soldiers coor-
dinated with the U.S. European Com-
mand’s Security Assistance Group — Ukraine
team and learned about how Ukrainian forces
carried out combat operations against Russian
counterparts.

That information was delivered to other

SEE CONTACT ON PAGE 7

All military
SEervices see
rebound In
recruiting

By LoLita C. BALDOR
Associated Press

FORT JACKSON, S.C. — After
several very difficult years and a
swath of new programs and en-
ticements, the Army, Air Force,
Marine Corps and Space Force
will all meet their recruiting goals
by the end of this month and the
Navy will come very close, the
military services say.

The results represent a slight
uptick in young people joining the
military, reversing a dismal trend
as the services struggled to over-
come severe restrictions on in-
person recruiting mandated by
the COVID-19 pandemic, the low
unemployment rate and stiff com-
petition from private companies
able to pay more and provide sim-
ilar or better benefits.

But Army leaders looking to the
future worry that an expected
drop in the youth population may
signal more difficult times ahead.
And other military officials say
that while they are seeing im-

SEE REBOUND ON PAGE 7

CHRis CARLSON/AP

Recruits participate in the Army’s
future soldier prep course at Fort
Jackson on Wednesday in

Columbia, S.C.
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10th death in Boar’s Head deli meat

Associated Press

A10th person has died in the lis-
teria outbreak that shuttered a
Boar’s Head deli meat plant, fed-
eral health officials said Wednes-
day.

At least 59 people in 19 states
have been sickened by the bacte-
ria first detected in liverwurst
made at the Jarratt, Va., plant. Ill-
nesses were reported between
late May and late August, the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention reported. All of those
who fell ill were hospitalized.

FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

The latest fatality was reported
in New York, bringing the total
deaths to two each in New York
and South Carolina and one in Illi-
nois, New Jersey, Virginia, Flor-
ida, Tennessee and New Mexico.

The Sarasota, Fla.-based com-
pany announced on Sept. 13 that it
was closing the Jarratt plant and
discontinuing production of liver-
wurst. The moves came after in-
spection reports revealed prob-
lems including mold, insects, drip-
ping water and meat and fat resid-
ue on walls, floors and equipment

listeria outhreak

dating back at least two years.

Boar’s Head faces multiple law-
suits related to the deaths and ill-
nesses.

The plant hasn’t operated since
late July, when officials with the
U.S. Agriculture Department sus-
pended inspections and the firm
recalled more than 7 million
pounds of deli meats because of
potential contamination.

Boar’s Head officials have said
they “regret and deeply apolo-
gize” for contamination in their
products.

Military rates
Euro costs (Sept. 27) $1.09
British pound (Sept. 27) $1.30
Japanese yen (Sept. 27) 139.00
South Korean won (Sept. 27) 1296.00
Ci cial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) 0.3769
Britain (Pound) 1.3366
Canada (Dollar) 1.3478
China (Yuan) 7.0115
Denmark (Krone) 6.6935
Egypt (Pound) 48.3430
Euro 0.8977
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7802
Hungary (Forint) 355.62
Israel (Shekel) 3.6930
Japan (Yen) 144.61
Kuwait (Dinar) 0.3052
Norway (Krone) 10.5659
Philippines (Peso) 55.98
Poland (Zloty) 3.83
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7509
Singapore (Dollar) 1.2853
South Korea (Won) 1324.50

SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Switzerland (Franc) 0.8492
Thailand (Baht) 32.52
Turkey (NewLira) 34.1518

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 8.00
Interest Rates Discount rate 5.00
Federal funds market rate 4.83
3-month bill 4.63
30-year bond 4.05

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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Hold dropped on pick for Pacific Army job

Senate confirms fourth star for defense secretary confidant after Tuberville releases block

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

The Senate confirmed a fourth
star for Army Lt. Gen. Ronald
Clark on Tuesday just hours after
Sen. Tommy Tu-
berville dropped
a brief hold on
his nomination to
lead the service’s
forces in the In-
do-Pacific  re-
gion, congres-
sional records
show.

Tuberville, R-Ala., imposed the
block on Clark’s promotion earlier
this month over concerns about
the general’s role in keeping quiet
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin’s
hospitalization after complica-
tions from surgery to treat pros-
tate cancer. The senator dropped
the hold after meeting Tuesday
with Clark, said Mallory Jaspers,
his spokeswoman.

“After a detailed discussion,
Sen. Tuberville dropped his hold,”
she wrote Wednesday in an email.
“While there were certainly fail-
ures elsewhere, the senator is con-
fident that Lt. Gen. Clark more
than fulfilled his duties during the
secretary’s hospitalization. Sen.
Tuberville is thankful for Lt. Gen.
Clark’s many decades of service to
our nation and wishes he and his
family the best in his new assign-
ment.”

Tuberville drew fire from Dem-
ocrats and Republicans last year
when he blocked promotions of
generals and admirals from Feb-
ruary until December in protest of

Tuberville

Marc Loy/U.S Army

Army Lt. Gen. Ronald P. Clark speaks at the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks at a ceremony Sept. 11,

2021, at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait.

a Pentagon policy that allowed
travel reimbursements for service
members in locations with restric-
tions on reproductive health, in-
cluding abortions. Tuberville’s
hold ultimately stalled promotions
for more than 400 top officers. The
Pentagon never altered its policy.

Clark, S8, was one of dozens of
top military officers confirmed for
promotions on Tuesday by the
Senate. The 36-year Army veteran
has served as Austin’s top military
aide since July 2022. He will re-
place Army Gen. Charlie Flynn as
the chief of U.S. Army Pacific in

Hawaii in the coming weeks.
Tuberville’s brief hold of his
promotion came over concerns
that Clark, one of Austin’s closest
confidants, had been involved in
the missteps when the secretary
was hospitalized in January days
after his prostate surgery. Aus-
tin’s condition and hospitalization
status was not revealed to White
House staffers and President Joe
Biden for days, according to a
February review of the incident.
Austin and his staff faced condem-
nation from lawmakers for failing
to report the defense secretary’s

condition to the White House and
Capitol Hill.

A summary of the Pentagon’s
review of the incident did not
name Clark but said Austin’s staff
faced a difficult situation given
health privacy laws. The review
concluded Austin’s staff had no
“ill intent” and made “no attempt
to obfuscate” the secretary’s con-
dition to the White House or the
public.

Austin, 71, spent about two
weeks in the hospital. Pentagon of-
ficials said there was never a lapse
of military command and control

during that period. In February,
Austin apologized publicly to the
American public, admitting he
“did not handle this right.”

Clark is a 1988 graduate of the
U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, N.Y., who served as an in-
fantry officer in Operations Des-
ert Shield and Desert Storm, Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom and the
more recent Operation Inherent
Resolve, the mission to defeat Is-
lamic State militants in Iraq and
Syria. He has spent much of his re-
cent career based in Hawaii, serv-
ing as the chief of staff at U.S. Ar-
my Pacific, the commanding gen-
eral of the 25th Infantry Division
at Hawaii’s Schofield Barracks,
and as the chief of staff of U.S. In-
do-Pacific Command, according
to his Army biography. He served
as the commanding general of
U.S. Army Central before becom-
ing Austin’s top military aide.

In addition to Clark, the Senate
on Tuesday approved promotions
for other top generals and admi-
rals. Senators approved Air Force
Lt. Gen. Steven Nordhaus’ promo-
tion to four stars and becoming the
next chief of the National Guard
Bureau. They approved Navy
Vice Adm. Alvin Holsey’s confir-
mation to four stars to lead U.S.
Southern Command. They also
approved Air Force Lt. Gen. Ran-
dall Reed’s promotion to four stars
to lead U.S. Transportation Com-
mand. And the Senate confirmed
Army Lt. Gen. Xavier Brunson’s
promotion to four stars to com-
mand U.S. Forces Korea, records
show.

Report: China surpasses

By SETH RoBSsoN
Stars and Stripes

For the first time, China enjoys
a slight edge over the United
States should war break out in
Asia, according to an Australian
think tank’s annual report on re-
gional military power.

The Lowy Institute’s Asia Pow-
er Index still rates the U.S. as the
region’s most powerful nation,
leading China on six out of eight
measures.

However, America’s military
advantage is eroding, according
to the report released Tuesday
by the Sydney-based think tank.

“For the first time, experts
surveyed for the Asia Power In-
dex judged that China is better
able to deploy rapidly and for a
sustained period in the event of
an interstate conflict in Asia,” re-
searchers wrote in the report.

The index rates 27 countries in
the region on military alliances
and capability, economic re-
sources, diplomatic and cultural

influence, trade, resilience and
future trends.

“China has continually im-
proved its Military Capability
and has closed more than a quar-
ter of the lead that the United
States held in this measure in
2018,” the report states.

It falls short in terms of long-
range power projection and lacks
America’s network of regional al-
liances, according to the report.

China will not exceed the U.S.
in terms of overall military capa-
bility for the foreseeable future,
the report states, adding: “That
may not be needed to achieve its
strategic objectives in East Asia,
including with respect to Taiwan
and the South China Sea.”

Chinese President Xi Jinping
has said he wants his military
ready to invade Taiwan by 2027.

However, New Zealand-based
security expert Paul Buchanan
said Beijing has a limited advan-
tage in regional force projection.

“The [People’s Republic of

US ability to respond to Asmn conflict

China] would have difficulty pro-
jecting and maintaining a dom-
inant military presence in places
like Indonesia, or the [southwest]
Pacific Rim should the U.S. and
its allies decide to seriously con-
test it,” he told Stars and Stripes
by email Wednesday.

“Plus, the sea lanes to and
from the PRC mainland would
become obvious choke points for
adversaries to focus on, assorted
intelligence capabilities would be
deployed against them.”

Beijing would struggle to ex-
tend forces beyond Taiwan and
other small island chains close to
the Chinese mainland, Buchanan
wrote.

“This is especially true if the
U.S. is joined by allies like those
in the Quad [U.S., Australia, In-
dia, Japan] and smaller states
such as the Philippines, Malaysia
and Singapore and Indonesia,
should any of these allies per-
ceive the PRC power projection
as inimical to their national in-

terests,” he said.

China has built extensive bases
on its territory and offshore in
the South China sea, said Brad
Glosserman, deputy director and
visiting professor at the Center
for Rule-Making Strategies at
Tama University in Tokyo.

\
Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AT’
Chinese miilitary sailors attend a welcome ceremony of their joint
naval forces exercise in Zhanjiang in Guangdong province on July 14.

According to a new report, for the first time, China is better able to
deploy rapidly than the U.S. in the event of a conflict in Asia.

However, the U.S. has more
modern, sophisticated and battle-
tested forces, as well as allies,
and has been deploying new as-
sets to the region, such as Ty-
phoon missiles, that could have a
significant impact, he said by
email Wednesday.
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US Army base in
Baumholder starts
work on facilities

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

Work is underway on new annex
facilities at the U.S. Army’s garri-
son in Baumholder, Germany,
where $500 million worth of con-
structionistaking placeinanticipa-
tion of the transfer of special oper-
ations troops from Stuttgart.

Last week, Army officials held a
groundbreaking ceremony for the
annexes at the installation. The de-
velopment program entails cre-
ation of new buildings and restora-
tion of operational ones, U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Command Europe
said in a statement Sept. 19.

Four annexes are slated to be
built as part of Baumholder’s ex-
pansion, but the statement didn’t
say how many are under construc-
tion in the wake of the ground-
breaking.

Two of the annexes are sched-
uled to be completed by 2027, and
the two others will come online the
following year.

About 1,000 special operations
troops, family members and sup-
port staff are expected to make the
move from Stuttgart to Baumhold-
er by 2026.

The projects will improve the
quality oflifein Baumholderand al-
so put the incoming personnel clos-
er to Ramstein Air Base, “the pre-
mier power projection platform in

Germany,” according to the state-
ment.

Part of US. Army Garrison
Rheinland-Pfalz, the Baumholder
base is about a 40-minute drive
from Ramstein. By contrast, the
garrison in Stuttgart is over two
hours away from the Kaiserslau-
tern-area air base.

The facilities are part of more
than 60 projects intended to rede-
velop the Baumbholder garrison,
which at one time was scheduled
for closure as part of the Army’s
post-Cold War drawdown in Eu-
rope.

But the service reversed course
on that decision years ago and has
since been pouring in resources to
improve living conditions at the
base. Hundreds of new family
housing units are being built.

More than one-third of the pro-
jectshave already been completed,
military officials said in the state-
ment.

Forspecial operations forces, the
shift to Baumholder will offer ac-
cess to larger ranges for shooting
and maneuvers than whatis availa-
ble in Stuttgart, a major metro area
thathosts U.S. Europeanand Africa
Command headquarters.

While the Baumholder move will
affect special operators, the com-
mand’s headquarters will remain
in Stuttgart.

Stars and Stripes

Smith Barracks climbs the hill above Baumholder, Germany. The U.S.
military presence in the town is set to grow, as ground was broken
Sept. 19 for new annexes at the installation.

DARIN RussEeLL/U.S. Navy

F-35C Lightning lIs and F/A-18E/F Super Hornets fly over Naval Air Station Fallon in Nevada. Marine
Fighter Attack Squadron 251 is preparing to reactivate as an F-35 squadron based in Cherry Point, N.C.

Marine squadron’s first '-35
opens up path to reactivation

By Lypia GORDON
Stars and Stripes

A Marine Corps aviation unit’s
return to action is waiting in the
wings, pending delivery of enough
additional F-35C Lighting IT jets to
allow it to get going.

The first of Marine Fighter At-
tack Squadron 251’s planes ar-
rived on Sept. 17 in Cherry Point,
N.C., the new home of the squad-
ron nicknamed the Thunderbolts.
It was formerly based at Marine
Corps Air Station Beaufort in
South Carolina.

A fully staffed Marine Corps
F-35 squadron consists of 10 air-
craft, according to the service.
Neither Marine Corps headquar-
ters nor 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing
spokesman 2nd Lt. John Graham
provided a timeline for the arrival
of the remaining jets.

The Thunderbolts could still re-
start without their full inventory of
F-3Ss, Graham said Wednesday.

“The squadron’s official reac-

tivation is dependent on the arriv-
al of more aircraft,” he said.
“However, achieving full oper-
ational capability is not a prere-
quisite.”

The fifth-generation fighter jet
is the first model of its kind to
reach the Corps’ East Coast air
wing. The squadron is set to sup-
port the Navy’s Carrier Air Wing
8.

For 34 years, the unit was an F/
A-18 Hornet squadron, but the
Marine Corps is replacing its ag-
ing fleet of Hornets with the state-
of-the-art F-35C.

The squadron was deactivated
in 2020 after returning from a de-
ployment in support of Operation
Inherent Resolve, the U.S.-led
fight against the Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria.

In addition, the service’s transi-
tion to the F-35 will eventually
spell the end for the AV-8B Har-
rier jets in its fleet. They will give
way to the F-35B, a short-takeoff-

and-vertical-landing aircraft.

According to the service’s 2022
aviation plan, the Harrier will re-
main in operations until 2027 but
is slowly being phased out.

Marine Fighter Attack Squad-
ron 542, which is the Thunder-
bolts’ sister squadron at Marine
Corps Air Station Cherry Point,
will fly the B variant of the F-3S.
Their activation in April marked
the completion of their transition
from the Harrier, Graham said.

The F-35S is more stealthy, ma-
neuverable and has bettor sensor
network and fuel capacity, accord-
ing to the service.

“The one-two punch provided
by the F-35C’s increased range
and the F-35B’s (short takeoff and
vertical-landing) capability will
give ... a significant advantage in
the future fight,” Col. Benjamin
Grant, commander of Marine Air-
craft Group 14, the squadrons’
parent command, said in the Sept.
17 statement.

Lawmakers urge support for caregiver services to help

By LinpaA F. HERSEY

Stars and Stripes
WASHINGTON — House law-
makers on Wednesday urged the
swift passage of legislation to
better support family caregivers
and home health aides who help
veterans with serious disabilities
continue to live at home and stay

out of institutional care.
Rep. Mike Bost, R-Ill., who is
chairman of the House Veterans’

Affairs Committee, said he soon
plans to bring to the floor the
Sen. Elizabeth Dole Act, which
would increase funding for the
Department of Veterans Affairs
for noninstitutional alternatives
to nursing home care.

The legislation also would ad-
dress the needs of family mem-
bers serving as full-time care-
takers, including providing them
with mental health care services,

respite care, home health aide
and other assistance. It was in-
troduced by Rep. Julia Brown-
ley, D-Calif., in 2023, and would
authorize agreements with non-
VA medical and social service
agencies to offer community and
at-home services that are com-
parable to what veterans receive
in nursing homes.

Expenditures for at-home care
cannot exceed 65% of what the

cost would be if the veteran
lived in a nursing home. The
change would increase the
amount to 100% under the Sen.
Elizabeth Dole Home Care Act.

The program provides elderly
and disabled veterans — or their
designated family caregiver —
with a small monthly budget to
pay for help with daily living
activities, such as bathing, dress-
ing and meal preparation, so

disabled vets

they can continue to live at
home.

Some veterans and their ad-
vocacy groups said there is a
lack of sufficient services to sup-
port caretakers in the commun-
ity.

Bost cited new findings from
the nonprofit Rand Corporation
on challenges and hardships of
families that are caring for vet-
erans with serious disabilities.
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US military mum on liberty changes in Japan

No word on expansion of restrictions after recent spate of reported sex assaults on Okinawa

By BriaAN McELHINEY
AND KEe1sH1 KoJsa
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
The third indictment of a U.S. ser-
vice member on sexual assault
charges this year prompted fresh
complaints from an Okinawa city
this week.

Nago City Assembly approved a
protest letter and petition
Wednesday in response to Marine
Lance Cpl. Michael Hofmaster’s
recent indictment on charges of
sexually assaulting and injuring a
woman in the city in June.

Charges leveled against two
other service members this year
had already elevated popular dis-
content before Hofmaster’s in-
dictment.

Senior Airman Brennon R.E.
Washington pleaded not guilty Ju-
ly 12 in Naha District Court to
charges of kidnapping and sexual-
ly assaulting a minor in Decem-

ber. Marine Lance Cpl. Jamel
Clayton was charged in May with
attempting to sexually assault a
woman in Yomitan.

Although U.S. military author-
ities suggested changes to the li-
berty policy across Japan in July,
so far only a crackdown on off-
base alcohol consumption, courte-
sy patrols in nightlife districts and
universal sobriety checks at mili-
tary gates have materialized.

There may be little else the U.S.
military can do to restrict troops in
Japan, said Marc Gallicchio, the
Mary M. Birle Chair in American
history at Villanova University in
Pennsylvania and a former Ful-
brightlecturer at the University of
the Ryukyus in 2004 and 200S.

“The armed forces, from every-
thing I can tell as far as reading
and talking to people, makes a
pretty concerted effort to educate
people on the proper conduct
that’s expected of them — this sort

of cultural awareness training,”
Gallicchio said in a video call last
month. “I don’t know that any-
thing else can be done other than
restricting the movement of peo-
ple off base.”

The Nago letter and petition is
the latest in a series of formal com-
plaints, petitions, letters and per-
sonal visits by Okinawa govern-
ment members to the U.S. Embas-
sy, military commanders and Ja-
panese government officials since
July.

The Nago documents, copies of
which were provided to Stars and
Stripes on Thursday, ask the U.S.
military to “provide a sincere re-
sponse” to the women in each
case, educate troops on the island
about human rights, enforce disci-
pline and “take effective preven-
tative measures.”

It also asks for “drastic chang-
es” to the status of forces agree-
ment governing the U.S. military

community in Japan.

“We are feeling strong indigna-
tion because the situation does not
improve despite the Japanese
government and U.S. military
stating they will prevent reoccur-
rences,” the letter and petition
state.

The city plans to present the
petition next week to Japanese of-
ficials, including Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida and Defense Min-
ister Minoru Kihara, a spokeswo-
man for the city assembly said
Thursday.

The protest letter will be sent to
U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm
Emanuel and U.S. Forces Japan
commander Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp,
among other U.S. officials, she
added.

Some Japanese government of-
ficials are required to speak to the
media only on condition of ano-
nymity.

Rupp, who is set to relinquish

his command Oct. 8 to Air Force
Lt. Gen. Stephen Jost, announced
in July a “new forum of coopera-
tion” with the Japanese and OKi-
nawan governments and com-
munity members. He has also
called for consistent liberty poli-
cies for all U.S. troops in Japan.

USFJ in an unsigned email
Thursday acknowledged ques-
tions emailed Wednesday about li-
berty rules and the forum but has
not provided responses.

Kihara in a news conference
Tuesday also said he had no up-
date on the proposed measures.

The III Marine Expeditionary
Force on Okinawa reminded its
Marines of the penalty for drun-
ken driving on the island, along
with reiterating its ongoing mea-
sures to reduce the risk of sexual
assault and other bad behavior,
according to a statement Wednes-
day from spokesman 1st Lt. Owen
Hitchcock.

Joint venture secures $113M contract for work at Guam base

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

A joint venture between a Cali-
fornia construction company and
a Japanese developer acquired
another contract for more facili-
ties at Marine Corps Base Camp
Blaz as the Guam installation
inches closer to full operation.

For $113 million, Granite Con-
struction Inc., of Watsonville, Cal-
if., and Obayashi Corp., of Tokyo,
will build an auto organization
shop, an organic storage facility,
an electrical and communications
maintenance shop, a vehicle wash
rack and a vehicle laydown area,
according to a news release Tues-
day from Granite.

This contract with Naval Facil-
ities Systems Command Pacific
falls under a multiple award con-
tract that, so far, has yielded at
least $404 million in work at Blaz
for the joint venture since 2017, ac-
cording to a Sept. 9 news release
from NAVFAC Pacific.

The project supports ITIT Marine
Expeditionary Force’s 9th Engi-
neer Support Battalion. Construc-

tion is expected to begin in Octo-
ber and finish in January 2027.

“We are honored to continue
our partnership with NAVFAC
Pacific on this critical mission,”
Curt Haldeman, Granite’s vice
president of regional operations,
said in the release. “This contract
not only strengthens our relation-
ship with NAVFAC Pacific but al-
soreinforces our role as a key con-
tributor to the successful realign-
ment of Marines from Okinawa to
Guam.”

The project was one of several
announced Sept. 9 by NAVFAC
Pacific. The command awarded a
second, $14.5 million contract to
the Guam-based company Pacific
Federal Management to build a
training complex, also for the 9th
Engineer Support Battalion. It is
expected to be completed in
March 2026.

A spokesperson for NAVFAC
Pacific did not respond to phone
and email requests for additional
details as of Thursday afternoon.
Granite could not be reached by
phone after business hours in Cal-

ifornia on Thursday.

Blaz, activated in 2020 as the
first new Marine Corps installa-
tion since 1952, is an approximate-
1y 4,000-acre facility on the north-
west edge of Guam.

It’s expected to house 1,300
members of III MEF and another
3,700 Marines as a rotational
force. Blaz is scheduled to reach
full operational capacity by 2028,
base spokeswoman Maj. Diann
Rosenfeld said in December.

As of July 2024, there are 23
completed projects and more than
S0 projects under construction,
she told Stars and Stripes by email
Thursday.

The construction is part of the
Defense Policy Review Initiative,
an agreement by the United States
and Japan to relocate some Ma-
rine assets from Okinawa to
Guam. The deal includes Japan
paying $3 billion of the estimated
$8.6 billion cost to build Blaz and
its surrounding infrastructure.

The latest project is at least the
third at Blaz for the joint venture.
In 2017, NAVFAC Pacific award-
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U.S. Marine Corps
Camp Blaz
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Camp Blaz, activated in 2020 as the first new Marine Corps installation
since 1952, is set to reach full operational capacity by 2028.

ed Granite and Obayashi $165 mil-
lion to prepare 400 acres of the
base’s main cantonment for future
construction.

In March 2023, Granite and
Obayashi secured $126 million to

build an auto shop, electrical and
communications building, a vehi-
cle wash facility, a vehicle lay-
down area and infrastructure
work. That project is expected to
wrap next year.

Report: Japanese destroyer made rare trip through Taiwan Strait

By BrRiaAN McELHINEY
AND KEe1sH1 KoJsa
Stars and Stripes

A Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force warship sailed through the
Taiwan Strait for the first time on
Wednesday, according to a local
media report.

The destroyer JS Sazanami,
along with Australian and New
Zealand vessels, sailed south from

the East China Sea and through
the 110-mile-wide channel sepa-
rating the island from mainland
China, Kyodo News reported, cit-
ing an unnamed source who was
“familiar with the matter.”

The ships were believed to be
headed to the South China Sea to
participate in exercises, the report
said.

Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secreta-

ry Yoshimasa Hayashi declined to
comment on the transit during a
news conference Thursday.

“In recent years, China’s mili-
tary activities around our country
have been expanding and becom-
ing more active,” he said. “We will
continue closely monitoring with
strong interest and exert all ef-
forts to ensure surveillance and
monitoring activities can be car-

ried out properly.”

A Ministry of Defense spokes-
man acknowledged but did notim-
mediately respond to questions
emailed Thursday.

Beijing views trips through the
strait as provocative and regularly
condemns them as support for
Taiwan. China does not consider
the strait an international water-
way and holds that Taiwan itselfis

a breakaway province that must
be reunified with the mainland.

The U.S. Navy routinely sends
warships through the strait and
describes those transits as a rou-
tine means of traveling between
the South China and East China
seas. Last week, a U.S. Navy P-8A
Poseidon flew through interna-
tional airspace over the strait, the
U.S. 7th Fleet said.
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Seoul: N. Korea can build numerous hombs

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — North
Korea has likely enriched enough
uranium to build a “double-digit”
number of bombs and is making
progress in its efforts to develop
more powerful and accurate mis-
siles targeting rival South Korea,
Seoul’s spy agency told lawmakers
on Thursday.

The closed-door parliamentary
briefing by the National Intelli-
gence Service came after North
Korea offered a rare glimpse intoa
secretive facility to produce weap-
ons-grade uranium earlier this
month as leader Kim Jong Un reit-
erated his goal to “exponentially”
increase his stock of nuclear weap-

ons.

The South Korean agency as-
sessed that Kim’s disclosure of the
facility waslikely astatement of de-
fiance toward Washington ahead of
the U.S. presidential election and
meant to domestically showcase
his military accomplishments
amid deepening economic strug-
gles, according to Lee Seong-
kweun, one of the lawmakers who
attended the briefing.

When asked about North Korea’s
bomb fuel capacity, the agency said
North Korea likely has about 154
pounds of plutonium and an un-
specified but considerable amount
of weapons-grade uranium that
would be enough tobuild “atleasta

double-digit number” of weapons,
Lee said.

While North Korean state media
did not disclose the location of the
uranium enrichment facility that
Kim visited on Sept. 13, the South
Korean agency said it was likely to
be asitein Kangson, nearthe North
Korean capital of Pyongyang, said
Park Sun-won, another lawmaker
who attended the briefing.

Along with the North’s main nu-
clear complex in the town of Yong-
byon, the Kangson plant is one of
twoknownsitesinNorth Koreathat
hasbeen linked to uranium enrich-
ment activities. Some analysts say
North Korea likely has other hid-
den sites for enriching uranium.

Kim’s visit to the uranium en-
richment site was followed by a
North Korean missile test days lat-
er, as the country continues to
flaunt its weapons capabilities in
the face of deepening confronta-
tions with Washington and Seoul.

North Korean state media said
the test launches on Sept. 18 in-
volved two types of new missiles —
one designed to deliver “super-
large” conventional warheads and
the other a “strategic” cruise mis-
sile, a term that implies it was de-
veloped for nuclear strikes.

North Korean state media re-
ports on the tests suggested that
North Korea wasimproving the ca-
pabilities of the weapons, which

are designed for delivering preci-
sion strikes on South Korean tar-
gets, the lawmakers paraphrased
the South Korean spy agency as
saying.

Some analysts speculate that
North Korea could attempt to dial
up pressure on Washington by con-
ducting a nuclear test ahead of the
U.S. presidential election.

Butthe South Korean spy agency
assessed that North Korea could
wait on a nuclear test until after the
election since there are other steps
itmay want to try first, such as test-
firing a long-range missile target-
ing the U.S. mainland or launching
amilitary reconnaissance satellite,
Leesaid.

Navy sailor convicted of beach
attack gets suspended sentence

By ALExX WILSON
AND Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA, Japan—The U.S.
sailor accused of running into and
injuring several people near a
popular Japanese beach in 2022
was found guilty on all counts Fri-
day but avoids jail time with a sus-
pended sentence.

Petty Officer 2nd Class Daniel
Krieger, 31, a logistics specialist
aboard the guided-missile de-
stroyer USS Milius, was sen-
tenced to two years and four
months of prison with hard labor,
suspended for four years by the
Yokohama District Court Yokosu-
ka Branch.

Krieger hasn’t decided whether
he will appeal the sentence, lead
defense attorney Takashi Takano
said after the sentencing.

“I think the decision was
wrong,” Takano told reporters af-
ter the hearing.

At a prior hearing, Krieger ad-
mitted to charging into five people

and knocking them down near
Zushi Beach on July 9, 2022.

However, he pleaded not guilty
on March 8 to four counts of bodily
injury. His attorneys argued that
he suffers from a pre-existing
brain injury and was severely in-
toxicated at the time of the inci-
dent.

All five people were injured, the
most severely a man, 33 at the
time, with multiple sprained ver-
tebrae and a woman, S8, with a
broken upper jaw, broken nasal
bone and other facial injuries.

The woman, now 60, said she
was happy with the verdict, but
disappointed by the suspended
sentence.

“I hope he recognizes his crime
after this decision, because he
hasn’t apologized or shown any re-
morse,” she told reporters after
the sentencing. She declined to
provide her name.

In a summary, the three-judge
panel led by Judge Yasushi Kata-
da said they noted the two most in-

jured parties required two months
of medical treatment or recovery,
and the remaining two required
between one and two weeks.

Prosecutors ultimately indicted
Krieger on four counts of causing
bodily injury.

Krieger’s wife, Rina Krieger,
testified April 25 that the sailor
had consumed at least 11 alcoholic
beverages over the course of sev-
eral hours that day.

She said her husband struggles
with memory lapses and has prob-
lems with balance, the result of a
2015 brain injury he suffered
while breaking up a fight.

The judges said Krieger’s
health and intoxication played a
partin the case, but they didn’t be-
lieve it excused his actions or ab-
solved him of responsibility.

The incident, during which
Krieger kicked one of the injured
parties, constituted ‘“dangerous
brutality,” according to the sum-
mary. They also described it as
“indiscriminate violence commit-
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Zushi Beach is a popular spot near Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan.

ted in public against people who
were not at fault.”

Katada in the summary said the
judges felt Krieger was unable to
control himself because he was
drunk and his actions were a way
to “relieve his stress” about the
overall situation and his ongoing
health issues.

The judges found Krieger inten-
tionally injured the 33-year-old
man and a second man, and by
negligence injured the other two
people, Katada told the court.

Japanese police interviewed
Krieger after the incident; after-
ward he was restricted to the na-
val base throughout the trial.

Krieger testified that he con-
sumed between 10 and 20 drinks
that day and remembers very lit-
tle of the incident.

“It was like a dream, when a
monster chases you, but you don’t
know why,” he said.

Krieger also faces a civil law-
suit, with the injured parties ask-
ing for about $153,000.

Soldier jailed for child rape pleads not guilty to murder, desertion charges

By GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

A soldier convicted of child rape
pleaded not guilty Wednesday to
charges that he deserted to avoid
the rape trial and killed a taxi driver
while trying to flee from the Seattle
area.

Pvt. Jonathan Kang Lee, 25, was
arraigned at Joint Base Lewis-
McChordonchargesof premeditat-
ed murder, murder while perpe-
trating a robbery, desertion, resist-
ing arrest, wrongful use of a con-
trolled substance, and failure to
obeyalawfulorder,accordingtothe
online case docket.

Lee pleaded not guilty to all the
charges and asked for a court-mar-
tial panel of enlisted personnel.

Under reforms approved by Con-
gressinlate 2023, the newly created
Army Office of Special Trial Coun-
sel handles murder, kidnapping,
rape and most sex crime prosecu-
tions. Previously, the cases were
handled by senior commanders.

The Armyisnotseekingthe death
penalty for Lee, according to Mi-
chelle McCaskill, spokeswoman for
the special trial counsel. The maxi-
mum penalty that Lee facesislifein
prison without the chance of parole.

Though the death penalty for the
charge of premeditated murder re-
mains apossible sentence underthe
Uniform Code of Military Justice,
no soldier has been executed since
1961.

The Army said pretrial motions

willbeheardNov.SandJan.3.Lee’s
court-martial is scheduled for
March 3-14.

Lee is already serving a 64-year
sentence forrape and sexual assault
against two family members — one
younger than 16 and the other youn-
ger1l—between 2020and 2022. He
is confined at the Northwest Joint
Regional Correctional Facility, a
medium-security militaryjail at Le-
wis-McChord.

Lee was an Army specialist in an
intelligence unit when he was
charged with child rape. He was
due to go to trial in January. As with
most defendants without prior
criminal records, Lee was not in
pre-trial detention at the jail. He
was confined to the base and re-

quired to check in daily with an offi-
cer.

When Lee did not report on Jan.
14,the Army Criminal Investigation
Division issued a “Be On The
Lookout” alert with photos of Lee
and a vehicle that CID believed the
soldier was driving.

Lee either flagged down or con-
tacted a RediCab taxi, according to
authorities. The company is based
in Olympia but serves the Lewis-
McChord area.

Prosecutors said the taxi went to
the sprawling parking lot of West-
field Southcenter Mall in Tukwila,
just east of Sea-Tac International
Airport. The body of the driver, Ni-
cholas Hokema, 34, was found the
next morning of Jan. 15 amid the

mostly empty 6,700-space lot. He
had been stabbed several times.
The red Toyota taxi was gone.

On Jan. 19, a court-martial at Le-
wis McChord found Lee guilty in
absentia of the child sex charges.
He was sentenced to 64 years con-
finement, reduction to lowest rank
— private, and a dishonorable dis-
charge.

Authorities found Hokema’s
RediCab on Jan. 26 parked near a
residential area in Redmond,
Wash., about S0 miles north of Le-
wis-McChord. Tukwila police and
Army investigators located Lee at a
nearby apartment complex, where
he was apprehended — the new
court-martial charges Lee with re-
sisting arrest.
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Rebound: Last-minute
recruits have left Navy
unable to reach its goal

FROM PAGE 1

provements, they will still face
tough challenges and must keep
transforming their recruiting go-
ing forward.

Military leaders note that only
about 23% of young adults are
physically, mentally and morally
qualified to serve without receiv-
ing some type of waiver. Moral be-
havior issues include drug use,
gang ties or a criminal record.
And of those qualified to serve,
many are wary of taking on a job
that puts their life or health at risk.

The Army has made the biggest
comeback, after falling far short
of recruiting goals for the past two
years.

Two years ago, the Army
brought in 45,000 recruits, far less
than the 60,000 it needed, and last
year it again fell 15,000 short of
what leaders publicly set as a
“stretch goal” of 65,000 recruits.

This year, with a lower goal of
55,000, the service will meet its
target, Army Secretary Christine
Wormuth said Wednesday, and
she plans to now set a higher goal
for 2025.

“We not only met our goal, we
exceeded it,” she said. “Our goal
was 55,000 new contracts and
5,000 young people in our delayed
entry program. We exceeded that
goal of 55,000 by a few hundred,
and we put 11,000 young people in-
to the delayed entry program,
which is going to give our recrui-
ters a really strong jumping-off
point to start towards our recruit-
ing target for next year.”

Still, she noted, “the headwinds
that we’ve been facing are not go-
ing to stop blowing.” Wormuth
said that an expected drop of
about 10% in the number of col-
lege-age young people in 2026 is a
significant concern. The dip
comes 18 years after the financial
recession in 2008, which triggered

a decrease in the number of chil-
dren born.

It’s a big issue, she said, because
the Army and the other services
recruit from that population. And
other challenges will also continue.

“I think we’re going to probably
continue to see pretty low unem-
ployment. We're still going to see
60% go to college. It’s a more com-
petitive labor market,” Wormuth
said. “So we’re going to have to
kind of keep fighting hard for our
new recruits.”

A key to the recruiting success,
she said, has been the Army’s fu-
ture soldier prep course that gives
lower-performing recruits up to
90 days of academic or fitness in-
struction to help them meet mil-
itary standards.

This year more than 13,000
recruits — or 24% of the 55,000 —
came in through the program,
which was started as a test two
years ago.

The Navy is the only service
that won’t hit its goal this year.
While the service was able to sign
up 40,600 recruits as hoped, the
crush of last-minute enlistments
means it won’t be able to get them
all through boot camp by next
month. As a result, the Navy will
fall about 5,000 short of its target
to get all of the recruits into the 10-
week training course at Great
Lakes, Ill., by the end of the fiscal
year.

“I'm excited that even though
we can’t get everybody that we’ve
signed up right now through boot
camp by the end of this month, we
now have a delayed entry pool for
the beginning of next year, which
will really prime the pump,” said
Navy Adm. Lisa Franchetti.

The Navy fell short of its
recruiting goal by about 7,000 last
year, prompting leaders to take
more dramatic steps than the oth-
er services. It has worked to great-
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Recruit division commanders salute graduating divisions as they enter Midway Ceremonial Drill Hall during
a pass-in-review graduation ceremony at Recruit Training Command where Master Chief Petty Officer of
the Navy James Honea was the reviewing officer, Sept. 5.

ly expand its pool of applicants by
bringing in recruits who don’t
have high school diplomas or a
GED and by taking young adults
who score very low on the armed
services test. Both are rare steps
that the other services greatly lim-
it or avoid.

Navy leaders also followed the
Army and created a future sailor
prep course that gives underper-
forming recruits academic or
physical fitness training to help
them qualify for enlistment. That
course, said Franchetti, “is having
really good results for our team-
mates that want to be in the Na-

The Air Force, which fell short
of its recruiting target last year by
about 10%, will hit its goal to
recruit at least 27,100 this year
while also managing to bolster its
pool of delayed entry applicants
and will start the next fiscal year
with more than 13,000.

All of the services try to have a
pool of applicants ready to go
when they start the year, but they
all had to dip heavily into that
bank of recruits to make their
numbers in recent years.

Brig. Gen. Christopher Am-
rhein, who heads Air Force
recruiting, told the AP that there
wasn’t one “silver bullet” change
and the service was able to make
some adjustments “without ac-
tually changing the quality of the
members that are coming in.”

The service expanded its ability
to bring in legal permanent resi-
dents, beefed up its social media
presence and has looked for im-
proved partnerships with sports
events, including NASCAR.

“It was several initiatives,
thoughts, discipline training, all
working in harmony, plus some
really hard work by our recruiters
to have a very strong year,” he
said, but added, “We’ve got to

keep our foot on the gas on this.
We’re not out of the woods.”

The Marine Corps and the tiny
Space Force — the two smallest
services — have consistently met
their goals. The Space Force
brought in 716 recruits — a bit
more than its goal of 659.

And the Marine Corps hit its
target of roughly 28,000 recruits,
and for the first time since the CO-
VID-19 pandemic will go into the
next year with a larger delayed-
entry pool than the previous year.

“Our recruiters, who are as-
signed to every ZIP code across
the nation, knew this year would
be challenging, but they never
stopped fighting to accomplish the
mission,” said Maj. Gen. William
Bowers, head of Marine Corps
Recruiting Command, adding that
they “are going into the next fiscal
year more confident, focused and
determined to meet or exceed the
2025 mission.”

Contact: US incorporates tactics used
by Ukrainian forces to improve, evolve

FROM PAGE 1

units preparing in the United
States for their own deployments
to Europe. The arrangement re-
sulted in combat scenarios that in-
corporated technology such as
tethered drones and electromag-
netic decoys to assist in protecting
U.S. forces from becoming tar-
gets, the Army said.

The deception tactics included
creating fake command posts to
lure in the simulated enemy. “This
allowed them to destroy the ad-

versaries’ assets while preserving
the real command post,” the Army
statement said.

Before his time in command of
the 3rd Infantry Division, Norrie
did multiple stints in Europe that
included leading the 7th Army
Training Command in Grafen-
woehr.

That has given him an up-close
look at how the Army’s mission on
the Continent has changed.

“In just a few short years, we
have command posts that move in

minutes,” Norrie said, adding that
the Army also has gotten faster at
issuing mission-style battlefield
orders.

In 2017, he convoyed a full ar-
mored brigade of soldiers from a
port in Germany to locations in
Poland, marking the beginning of
the Army’s effort to establish a
continuous rotation of tank power
in central and Eastern Europe.

Since then, Army operations
along NATO'’s eastern flank have
steadily evolved.

T e S
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U.S. Army Cpl. Austin Douglas, front, and Pvt. Thomas Bryd maintain
a defensive position during a NATO drill at Bemowo Piskie Training

Area in Poland on March 11.
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WAR IN UKRAINE

Lelenskyy visits
DC as election
builds on divide

By Curis MEGERIAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
huddled with U.S. leaders on
Thursday to shore up American
support for his country’s fight
against Russia as the war faces a
partisan reckoning in this year’s
presidential election.

Vice President Kamala Harris,
the Democratic nominee for pres-
ident, has pledged to continue
sending military assistance to Uk-
raine if she’s elected. She’ll have
her own meeting with Zelenskyy
after the Ukrainian leader sits
down with President Joe Biden,
who announced billions of dollars
more in missiles, drones, ammu-
nition and other supplies. The
weapons include an additional Pa-
triot missile defense battery and a
new shipment of glide bombs that
can be deployed from Western
fighter jets, increasing their strike
range.

“The United States will provide
Ukraine with the support it needs
to win this war,” Biden said in a
statement, pledging to ensure that
all approved funding is disbursed
before he leaves office. He also
said he would convene a meeting
with other world leaders focused
on Ukraine’s defense during a vis-
it to Germany next month.

Meanwhile, Zelenskyy’s tumul-
tuous relationship with former
President Donald Trump, the Re-
publican nominee, continued to
deteriorate this week. Instead of
meeting with Zelenskyy, Trump
criticized him. As for U.S. support
for Ukraine, Trump complained
that “we continue to give billions
of dollars to a man who refuses to
make a deal” to end the war. His
message dovetails with Russian
propaganda that claims intransi-
gence by Kyiv — not aggression
from Moscow — has prolonged

the bloodshed.

It’s the most politically treache-
rous landscape that Zelenskyy has
encountered in Washington since
Russia invaded nearly three years
ago. Ukrainian officials are anxi-
ous to maintain good relations
with whoever becomes the next
president of the United States,
which is its biggest and most im-
portant provider of arms, money
and other support.

But the effort risks slipping into
the political blender of the presi-
dential campaign, polarizing the
discussion around a war that used
to be a bipartisan cause célebre in
Washington. About two-thirds of
Democrats and Democratic-lean-
ing independents said the U.S. has
a responsibility to help Ukraine,
compared with one-third of Repu-
blicans and Republican-leaning
independents, according to a Pew
Research Center poll conducted
in July.

Americans are also split on
which presidential candidate
would do a better job handling the
war. An AP-NORC poll from Au-
gust found that about one-third of
Americans said they trusted Har-
ris more, while a similar share
said the same about Trump.

Zelenskyy is expected to pre-
sent Biden with a plan to push the
war toward an endgame that
would involve a negotiated settle-
ment with Russia. He’s trying to
secure leverage before Biden
leaves office — including acquies-
cence to fire long-range Western
weapons deeper into Russia — as
ahedge against the possibility that
American support erodes after
the election.

On Thursday, Zelenskyy found
some bipartisan support as he vis-
ited Capitol Hill, where he was
greeted by Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer and Senate Mi-
nority Leader Mitch McConnell.

J. ScorT APPLEWHITE/AP

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, center, walks with Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky., left, and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., as he arrives for a briefing with
lawmakers about the war effort against Russia, at the Capitol, on Thursday.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, a South
Carolina Republican, said Zelen-
skyy asked to use long-range
weapons, such as British-supplied
Storm Shadow missiles or U.S.-
made ATACMS, for “maximum
benefit to bring (Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir) Putin to the table”
and increase Ukraine’s negotiat-
ing position.

“If we don’t make that funda-
mental choice this week, I think
the outcome for Ukraine is dire,”
Graham said.

Administration officials have
been skeptical of Zelenskyy’s re-
quest, believing the weapons
could have limited benefits but in-
crease the risk of escalating the
conflict. Sen. Richard Blumen-
thal, a Connecticut Democrat, said
senators gave Zelenskyy advice on
how to persuade Biden to loosen
restrictions.

Rep. Jim Himes, another Con-
necticut Democrat and the rank-
ing member of the House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelli-
gence, said Zelenskyy wanted
“more, faster.”

“He was politely frustrated,”
Himes said, and specifically re-
quested more Patriot missile de-

fenses as Russia escalates strikes
on Ukraine’s cities and energy
grid before the winter.

Despite support from some Re-
publicans on Capitol Hill, Zelen-
skyy faces a much more tense sit-
uation with Trump. The latest
round of sniping started on Sun-
day, when The New Yorker pub-
lished an interview with Zelen-
skyy in which he criticized JD
Vance, Trump’s running mate, as
“too radical” for suggesting that
Ukraine needs to give up some ter-
ritory to end the war. Zelenskyy
also dismissed Trump’s boasts
that he could quickly negotiate a
solution, saying “my feeling is that
Trump doesn’t really know how to
stop the war even if he might think
he knows how.”

On the same day, Zelenskyy
toured a Pennsylvania factory
producing munitions for the war.
He was joined by Democratic
Gov. Josh Shapiro, a top surrogate
for Harris, and Republicans crit-
icized the visit as a political stunt
in a political battleground state.

House Speaker Mike Johnson
demanded that Zelenskyy fire the
Ukrainian ambassador to the U.S,,
alleging that the tour was “de-

signed to help Democrats and is
clearly election interference.”
The Louisiana Republican didn’t
attend any of lawmakers’ meet-
ings with Zelenskyy on Thursday.

Max Bergmann, director of the
Europe, Russia and Eurasia pro-
gram at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies, said
ZelensKkyy is in a “no-win situa-
tion” where he “can’t even visit a
U.S. weapons manufacturer to say
thank you without being at-
tacked.”

Zelenskyy’s trip to Washington
coincides with the annual meeting
of the U.N. General Assembly in
New York, where the Ukrainian
leader spoke on Wednesday. Last
week, Trump said he would
“probably” meet with Zelenskyy
while he was in the U.S,, but a se-
nior campaign official said there
was never a meeting on the books.

The official, who requested ano-
nymity to discuss private conver-
sations, said Trump had told Zel-
enskyy back in July that it would
probably be better not to sit down
together until after the election. A
Zelenskyy aide did not respond to
questions about the potential
meeting.

Biden to convene Ukraine allies in Germany, surge

By JENNY LEONARD AND
VoLoDYMYR VERBIANYI
Bloomberg News

President Joe Biden announced
nearly $8 billion in new military
assistance for Ukraine on Thurs-
day and plans to convene a lead-
er-level meeting of key allies to
coordinate additional support
when he visits Germany next
month.

The

announcement, Wwhich

came ahead of Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s visit
to the White House later in the
day, includes $2.4 billion for the
U.S. to buy weapons and equip-
ment directly from U.S. compa-
nies and an additional $5.5 billion
to be shipped from existing U.S.
weapons stocks.

The shipments will include ad-
ditional air defense systems,
drones, and munitions. Biden is

also providing Ukraine with a
new long-range munition known
as the Joint Standoff Weapon, and
has asked the Pentagon to refur-
bish an additional Patriot air de-
fense battery and expand the F-16
training program for Ukrainian
pilots. The Pentagon will also
push to allocate the full remain-
der of Ukraine assistance autho-
rized by Congress before the end
of Biden’s term, in a push to accel-

erate delivery.

“There is more work to do,” Bi-
den said in a statement. “That is
why, today, I am announcing a
surge in security assistance for
Ukraine and a series of additional
actions to help Ukraine win this
war.”

Additionally, the U.S. is moving
to disrupt a cryptocurrency net-
work it says has been helping
Russia evade sanctions over its in-

military aid

vasion of Ukraine. And Biden said
he was working to ensure that re-
strictions on the drawdown of U.S.
equipment didn’t prevent UK-
raine from receiving assistance.

The new steps are in addition to
a $375 million weapons package
that included rocket systems and
artillery announced Wednesday
as leaders met on the sidelines of
the United Nations General As-
sembly in New York.
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Helene strengthens as South preps for

By KATE PAYNE AND
HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH
Associated Press

CRAWFORDVILLE, Fla. —
Fast-moving Hurricane Helene
was advancing Thursday across the
Gulf of Mexico toward Florida,
threatening a “catastrophic” storm
surge in northwestern parts of the
state as well as damaging winds,
rains and flash floods hundreds of
miles inland across much of the
southeastern U.S., forecasters said.

Helene was upgraded Thursday
morning toa Category 2 stormandis
expected to be amajor hurricane —
meaning a Category 3 or higher —
when it makes landfall on Florida’s
northwestern coast Thursday eve-
ning. Hurricane warnings and flash
flood warnings extended farbeyond
the coast up into south-central
Georgia. The governors of Florida,
Georgia, the Carolinas and Virginia
have all declared emergencies in
their states.

Rain was beginning to blow in the
predawn darkness Thursday along
coastal U.S. Highway 98, which
winds through countless fishing vil-
lages and vacation hideaways along
Florida’s Big Bend. Shuttered gas
stations dotted the two-lane high-
way, their windows boarded up with
plywood to protect from the storm.

The storm was expected to make
landfall in the Big Bend region,
where Florida’s panhandle and pen-
insula meet, according to Jack Be-
ven, senior hurricane specialist at
the National Hurricane Center in
Miami.

“Regardless of how strong it is, it
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Jose Gonzales and his son Jadin Gonzales, 14, fill sandbags ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make
landfall Thursday evening, on Thursday, in Clyattville, Ga. The governors of Florida, Georgia, the Carolinas
and Virginia have all declared emergencies in their states.

is a very large storm,” Beven said.
“It’s going to have impacts that cov-
eralarge area.”

Mandatory evacuation orders
stretched from the panhandle south
along the Gulf Coast in low-lying ar-
eas around Tallahassee, Gaines-
ville, Cedar Key, Lake City, Tampa
and Sarasota.

The National Weather Service of-
fice in Tallahassee forecast storm
surges of up to 20 feet and warned
they could be particularly “cata-
strophic and unsurvivable” in Flor-

ida’s Apalachee Bay. It added that
high winds and heavy rains also
posed risks.

“This forecast, if realized, is a
nightmare surge scenariofor Apala-
chee Bay,” the office said. “Please,
please, please take any evacuation
orders seriously!”

This stretch of Florida known as
the Forgotten Coasthasbeenlargely
spared by the widespread condo de-
velopment and commercialization
that dominates so many of Florida’s
beach communities. The sparsely

populated region is loved for its nat-
ural wonders—the vast stretches of
salt marshes, tidal pools and barrier
islands; the dwarf cypress trees of
Tate’s Hell State Forest; and Wakul-
la Springs, considered one of the
world’s largest and deepest fresh-
water springs.

Anthony Godwin, 20, found one
gas station outside Crawfordville
where the tanks were still running
Thursday morning to fill up before
heading west toward his sister’s
house in Pensacola.

impacts’

Godwin lives about a half-mile
from the water in the coastal town of
Panacea, and during Hurricane Mi-
chaelin 2018, Godwin said the water
cameuptotheend ofthe driveway of
his family’s home when the storm
surge reached about 12 feet. This
time, they’re bracing for much
worse.

“We’renotreally hopeful about it.
We’re being realistic,” Godwin said.
“It’s a part of life. You live down
here, you run the risk of losing ev-
erything to a bad storm. It is what it
is.”

Along Florida’s Gulf Coast, school
districts and multiple universities
have canceled classes.

Helene was about 320 miles
southwest of Tampa on Thursday
morning and moving north-north-
east at 12 mph with top sustained
winds of 100 mph. Forecasterssaidit
should become a Category 3 or high-
er hurricane, meaning winds would
top 110 mph.

While Helene will likely weaken
as it moves inland, its “fast forward
speed will allow strong, damaging
winds, especially in gusts, to pene-
trate well inland across the south-
eastern United States,” including in
the southern Appalachian Moun-
tains, the hurricane center said. The
center posted lesser tropical storm
warnings as far north as North Car-
olina, and warned that much of the
region could experience prolonged
power outages, toppled trees and
dangerous flooding.

Helene had swamped parts of
Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula on
Wednesday.

NYC mayor charged with taking bribes from foreign sources

By JAKE OFFENHARTZ
Associated Press

NEW YORK — New York City
Mayor Eric Adams was indicted
Thursday on federal charges al-
leging that he took bribes and ille-
gal campaign contributions from
foreign sources.

The U.S. attorney’s office in
Manhattan alleges in the indict-
ment that Adams “compounded
his gains” from the illegal contri-
butions by gaming the city’s
matching funds program, which
provides a generous match for
small dollar donations. His cam-
paign received more than $10,000
in matching funds as aresult of the
false certifications, according to
the indictment.

Adams allegedly “solicited and
demanded” bribes, including free
and heavily discounted luxury
travel benefits from a Turkish of-
ficial, the indictment alleges, not-
ing that the official was seeking
Adams’ help pertaining to regula-
tions of the Turkish Consulate in
Manhattan.

FBI agents entered the mayor’s
official residence and seized his
phone early Thursday, hours be-

SeTH WENIG/AP

New York City Mayor Eric Adams, shown on Sept. 16, was indicted
Thursday on federal charges alleging that he took bribes and illegal
campaign contributions from foreign sources.

fore the indictment was made
public.

“Federal agents appeared this
morning at Gracie Mansion in an
effort to create a spectacle (again)
and take Mayor Adams[’] phone
(again),” Adams’ lawyer, Alex

Spiro, said in a statement hours
before the indictment was made
public. “They send a dozen agents
to pick up a phone when we would
have happily turned it in.”

In a video speech released
Wednesday night, Adams vowed

to fights any charges against him,
claiming he had been made a “tar-
get” in a case “based on lies.”

“Iwill fight these injustices with
every ounce of my strength and
my spirit,” he said.

The indictment caps off an ex-
traordinary few weeks in New
York City, as federal investigators
have honed in on members of
Adams’ inner circle, producing a
drumbeat of raids, subpoenas and
high-level resignations that have
thrust City Hall into crisis.

The U.S. attorney’s office in
Manhattan has declined to com-
ment on the investigation, though
it said it would announce “signif-
icant public corruption charges”
at an 11:30 a.m. news conference.
An FBI spokesperson declined to
comment. A spokesperson for the
mayor did not immediately re-
spond to questions Thursday
morning.

Gov. Kathy Hochul has the pow-
er to remove Adams from office.
Her spokesperson, Avi Small, is-
sued a statement late Wednesday
that said “Governor Hochul is
aware of these concerning news
reports and is monitoring the sit-

uation. It would be premature to
comment further until the matter
is confirmed by law enforce-
ment.”

Federal prosecutors are be-
lieved to be leading multiple, sep-
arate inquiries involving Adams
and his senior aides, relatives of
those aides, campaign fundraising
and possible influence peddling of
the police and fire departments.

In the last two weeks alone, the
city’s police commissioner and
head of the school’s system have
announced their resignations.

FBI agents had seized Adams’
electronic devices nearly a year
ago as part of an investigation fo-
cused, atleast partly, on campaign
contributions and Adams’ interac-
tions with the Turkish govern-
ment. Because the charges were
sealed, it was unknown whether
they dealt with those same mat-
ters.

In early September, federal in-
vestigators seized devices from
his police commissioner, schools
chancellor, two deputy mayors
and other trusted confidants both
in and out of City Hall.

All have denied wrongdoing.
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Harris, Trump go differen

By ZEKE MILLER,
STEVE PEOPLES
AND JosH BoAk

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris on Wednes-
day pledged to build an economy
thatis both pro-business and helps
the middle class as she pushed
back against Republican nominee
Donald Trump’s claims that she’s
advancing “communist” ideas.

The Democratic nominee said
in remarks at the Economic Club
of Pittsburgh in battleground
Pennsylvania that she “would take
good ideas from wherever they
come” as she promised to double
the number of people being
trained in registered apprentice-
ships and outlined her support for
more home ownership.

“As president, I will be ground-
ed in my fundamental values of
fairness, dignity and opportuni-
ty,” Harris said. “And I promise
you, I will be pragmatic in my ap-
proach.”

Little more than an hour before
her speech, Trump offered his
own competing vision of the econ-
omy while visiting a furniture-
maker in Mint Hill, N.C. He de-
fended his idea for a special lower
tax rate for U.S. manufacturers
and pledged to impose tariffs high
enough that there would be an
“exodus” of auto factory jobs from
Japan, Germany and South Korea.

“Im imposing tariffs on your
competition from foreign coun-
tries, all these foreign countries
that have ripped us off, which stole
all of your businesses and all of
your jobs years ago,” Trump said.

The dueling speeches by the
two candidates reflected how
they’re honing their economic
messages for voters in battle-
ground states. Both are trying to
counter criticism while laying out
their best cases for a public that
still worries about the economy’s
health. Trump is focused on the
idea of U.S. dominance over for-
eign competitors, while Harris is
stressing the importance of sup-

GENE J. Puskar/AP

Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris
addresses the Economic Club of Pittsburgh on the Carnegie Mellon
University campus in Pittsburgh, on Wednesday.

porting the middle class and en-
trepreneurs.

Harris later sat down for an in-
terview with MSNBC and reacted
to Trump’s calls for tariffs, saying,
“You don’t just throw around the
idea of, just tariffs across the
board.” She added of her oppo-
nent: “He’s just not serious about
very many of these issues.”

In the interview, the vice presi-
dent also renewed her calls for
raising corporate tax rates, say-
ing, “I'm not mad at anyone for
achieving success, but everyone
should pay their fair share.”

Those remarks came after Har-
ris’ speech focused on her broader
philosophy and what she’s trying
to achieve for the economy. That
was in contrast to Trump’s, which
was more freestyle, including in-
sinuations about Iranian connec-
tion to the two assassination at-
tempts against him.

The former president said the
corporate tax rate would drop
from 21% to 15% for companies
that make their products domesti-
cally if he were elected. The Repu-
blican nominee suggested that his
support for broad tariffs as high as
20% have made him an interna-

tional target.

“This is why people in countries
want to kill me,” he said. “They’re
not happy with me.”

The candidates are each em-
phasizing the economy at a time
when polls show that itis one of the
most important issues for voters
as they consider who to support. A
recent AP-NORC poll found that
neither candidate has a decisive
edge with the public on the issue.

Both say their own approach
will do more to ensure that the
U.S. economy — and not China’s
— leads the world in this century.
Both are eager to embrace an im-
age as a tax cutter and are accus-
ing the other of backing massive
tax hikes on the middle class. It’s a
meaningful shift in messaging as
inflation concerns have ebbed
somewhat with the Federal Re-
serve cutting its benchmark inter-
est rates last week.

Harris rebutted Trump by say-
ing that she is a capitalist who be-
lieves in an “active partnership
between government and the pri-
vate sector.” She said Trump has
“no intention to grow our middle
class — he’s only interested in
making life better for himself and

t economic paths

NeLL REpmoND/AP

Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump
speaks at a campaign event in Mint Hill, N.C., on Wednesday.

people like himself.”

The Democratic nominee plans
to provide $100 billion worth of tax
breaks and other incentives to
build up U.S. manufacturing and
emerging technologies, according
to a person familiar with her plans
who provided details on the condi-
tion of anonymity. She has a forth-
coming brochure to outline her vi-
sion for the economy.

Elsewhere, billionaire Mark
Cuban said business leaders like
him are backing Harris because
she has taken considered stances
that companies can understand
even when they have a different
perspective.

“Iwant a president that for busi-
ness goes into details and has a
policy team that understands all
the ramifications of what’s been
proposed,” Cuban said on a Tues-
day call with reporters set up by
the Harris campaign.

The Harris campaign’s efforts
to show business support have
overlapped with Trump’s in offer-
ing a host of populist ideas. In ad-
dition to wanting no taxes on tips,
Social Security or overtime pay,
Trump wants to limit the interest
rate on credit cards to 10% and set

up low-tax zones on federal lands
to lure employers. Trump also
wants to ditch the cap on the de-
duction of state and local taxes
that he put into the tax code in 2017
while president.

Both candidates see an opportu-
nity to trash the other’s tax ideas.
Trump recently dubbed Harris
the “tax queen.” She wants to raise
the corporate tax rate to 28% from
21%, as well as tax the unrealized
capital gains of people worth more
than $100 million. She would use
the revenue from that and other
policies to sustain tax cuts for the
middle class that are set to expire
after 2025 as well as offer new tax
breaks to parents and entrepre-
neurs. Many of her policies build
on ideas initially proposed by
President Joe Biden.

Trump claims her tax hikes
would ultimately trickle down to
the middle class.

Harris has shown that two can
play that game. She labeled his
call for tariffs a “national sales
tax,” as it could increase the cost
of coffee, clothes, electronics, au-
tos and almost anything that gets
imported or depends on imported
parts.

Congress OKs stopgap as

By KeviN FREKING
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congress on
Wednesday passed a temporary
measure that keeps government
agencies funded into December,
avoiding a shutdown for now
while punting final spending deci-
sions until after the Nov. S elec-
tion.

The Senate approved the mea-
sure by a vote of 78-18 shortly after
the House easily approved it. The
bill generally funds agencies at
current levels through Dec. 20.
But an additional $231 million was
included to bolster the Secret Ser-
vice after the two assassination at-

tempts against Republican presi-
dential nominee Donald Trump.
Money was also added to aid with
the presidential transition, among
other things.

The bill now goes to President
Joe Biden’s desk to be signed into
law.

“This bipartisanship is a good
outcome for America,” Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer
said moments before the vote. “I
hope it sets the tone for more con-
structive, bipartisan work when
we return in the fall.”

House Speaker Mike Johnson,
R-La., billed the measure as doing
“only what’s absolutely neces-

lawmakers punt decisions

sary,” a statement directed at
members of his own conference
concerned about spending levels.

Still, it was a no-go for some Re-
publicans, which forced House
GOP leadership to rely on Demo-
cratic votes to pass the bill
through a process that requires at
least two-thirds support from vot-
ing members. The final vote was
341-82, with Republicans supply-
ing all the no votes in both cham-
bers. Johnson said the only alter-
native to the continuing resolution
at this stage would have been a
government shutdown.

“It would be political malprac-
tice to shut the government

down,” Johnson said. “I think ev-
eryone understands that.”

The House floor was largely
empty during debate on the mea-
sure. Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas, was
the lone critic among the speak-
ers, saying, “We end up in a vi-
cious circle every year, the same
vicious circle.”

Lawmakers in both chambers
are anxious to return to their home
states and districts to campaign,
smoothing the path for passage of
the temporary funding fix. But
more arduous fiscal negotiations
await them at the end of the year.

Under terms of a previous deal
to avoid a federal default and al-

to December

low the government to continue
paying its bills, spending for de-
fense and nondefense programs
would rise 1% next year.

The Senate has been charting a
course to go above thatlevel, while
House Republicans have been
voting for steep cuts to many non-
defense programs, and they have
attached policy mandates to the
spending bills that Democrats
overwhelmingly oppose. So a final
agreement will be difficult to
reach.

In the meantime, the temporary
bill will mostly fund the govern-
ment at current levels, with a few
exceptions.
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Fluoride in drinking water poses enough
risk to merit new EPA action, judge says

Associated Press

NEW YORK — A federal judge
hasordered the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency to further regu-
late fluoride in drinking water be-
cause highlevels could pose arisk to
the intellectual development of chil-
dren.

U.S. District Judge Edward Chen
cautioned that it’s not certain that
the amount of fluoride typically add-
ed to water is causing lower IQ in
kids, but he concluded that mount-
ing research points to an unreason-
ablerisk thatitcould be. He ordered
the EPA to take steps to lower that

risk, but didn’t say what those mea-
sures should be.

It’s the first time a federal judge
has made a determination about the
neurodevelopmental risks to chil-
dren of the recommended U.S. wa-
ter fluoride level, said Ashley Malin,
a University of Florida researcher
who has studied the effect of higher
fluoride levels in pregnant women.

She called it “the most historic
rulinginthe U.S.fluoridation debate
that we’ve ever seen.”

The judge’s ruling is another
striking dissenttoa practice thathas
been hailed as one of the greatest

public health achievements of the
last century. Fluoride strengthens
teeth and reduces cavities by re-
placing minerals lost during normal
wear and tear, according to the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

Last month, a federal agency de-
termined “with moderate confi-
dence” that there is a link between
higher levels of fluoride exposure
and lower 1Q in kids. The National
Toxicology Program based its con-
clusion on studies involving fluoride
levels at about twice the recom-
mended limit for drinking water.

Suicide deaths remain at high level in 2023

Associated Press

NEW YORK — U.S. suicides
last year remained at about the
highest level in the nation’s his-
tory, preliminary data suggests.

A little over 49,300 suicide
deaths were reported in 2023,
according to provisional data
from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. That

number that could grow a little
as some death investigations are
wrapped up and reported.

Just under 49,500 were report-
ed in 2022, according to final
data released Thursday. The
numbers are close enough that
the suicide rate for the two
years are the same, CDC offi-
cials said.

U.S. suicide rates have been
rising for nearly 20 years, aside
from a two-year drop around the
beginning of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. So “a leveling off of any
increase in suicide is cautiously
promising news,” said Katherine
Keyes, a Columbia University
public health professor who
studies suicide.

$600M settlement is
approved for residents
near Ohio derailment

Associated Press

A federal judge on Wednesday
approved a $600 million class-ac-
tion settlement Wednesday that
Norfolk Southern railroad offered
to everyone who lived within 20
miles of last year’s disastrous de-
railment in East Palestine, Ohio.

Judge Benita Pearson gave the
deal final approval after a hearing
where the lawyers who negotiated
itwiththerailroad argued thatresi-
dents overwhelmingly supported
it, attorneys for the residents and
railroad spokesperson Heather
Garcia told The Associated Press.
Roughly 55,000 claims were filed.
Only 370 households and 47 busi-
nesses opted out.

Those who did object to the deal
were vocal in their concerns that
the settlement won’t provide
enough and that the deal was
rushed through so quickly thatthey
can’t possibly know what the po-

tential health impact from the de-
railment will be. They say it’s hard
to know all the risks, given the way
test results have been reported by
the EPA and the fact that the law-
yers haven’t disclosed everything
they learned in their investigation.

The objectors had hoped the
judge would order the plaintiff’s
lawyers to release the tests their
own expert did after the derail-
ment and address their concerns
about a toxicologist who told them
at one of the lawyers’ town meet-
ings that they shouldn’t worry be-
cause he doesn’t think anyone will
develop cancer. That angered resi-
dents who have been complaining
about unexplained ailments since
the derailment and talking with
doctorswhoare conducting studies
to try and determine what the
health impacts will be. Experts say
it’s too soon to know the health im-
pacts.
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Dogs are seen in cages at a dog farm in Pyeongtaek, South Korea, in
June 2023. South Korea announced plans Thursday to compensate
famers and others in the country’s dwindling dog meat industry before
a formal ban goes into effect in 2027.

South Korea sets pre-ban
plan for dog meat farmers

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea announced plans Thursday
to compensate farmers and others
in the country’s dwindling dog meat
industry before a formal ban goes
into effect in 2027, a move that is
drawing opposition from both farm-
ersand some animal rights activists.

South Korea’s parliament passed
alandmark bill in January that will
ban slaughtering, breeding or sell-
ing dog meat for human consump-
tion after a three-year grace period.
It will be punishable by 2-3 years in
prison. The Agriculture Ministry
said that farmers would receive
compensation starting from $170,
and rising up to $450 per dog if they
agree to shut down early.

An association of farmers reject-
ed the offer, saying in a statement
that they cannot relinquish their
dogs for such low prices. Farmers
earlier called for $1,50S per dog.
They’ve said the ban infringes on
their right to choose their own jobs
and will aggravate their economic
difficulties.

The association said that farmers
willkeep fightingevenifthey end up
being jailed. Earlier this week, they
called for the law to be amended to

extend the grace period and add ap-
propriate compensation plans.

Sangkyung Lee,acampaign man-
ager at the Korean office of the anti-
animal cruelty group Humane So-
ciety International, called the South
Korean announcement “an impor-
tant milestone in this historic ban
that will see the ban through to com-
pletion and end our country’s dog
meat era for good.”

But Lee said his office is “disap-
pointed” at the South Korean plan
because it would pay farmers based
on the number of dogs they have,
“potentially increasing dog breed-
ing to get more money from the
scheme and more puppies being
born into suffering.”

The Korean Animal Welfare As-
sociation, a Seoul-based animal
rights group, said that local govern-
ments must strictly monitor farms
to prevent them from increasing
their number of dogs through
breeding. It praised the government
for trying to take “reasonable” steps
to phase out the industry but criti-
cized farmers for seeking excessive
compensation.

Dogmeat consumptionisacentu-
ries-old practice on the Korean Pen-
insula.

Netanyahu demurs on talk
of cease-fire with Hezbollah

By Bassem MROUE
AND MELANIE LIDMAN
Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — Dimming
hopes for a cease-fire, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said Thursday that Israel plans
to continue striking Hezbollah
“with full force” and will not stop
until all of its goals are achieved.

Netanyahu spoke as he landed
in New York to attend the annual
U.N. General Assembly meeting
and as U.S. and European offi-
cials were pressing for a 21-day
halt in fighting between Israel
and Lebanon’s Hezbollah to give
time for negotiations.

Only a short time before his
statement, the Israeli military
said it killed a Hezbollah drone
commander in an airstrike on an
apartment building in the sub-
urbs of the Lebanese capital.

Netanyahu said Israel’s “policy
is clear. We are continuing to
strike Hezbollah with full force.
And we will not stop until we
reach all our goals, chief among
them the return of the residents
of the north securely to their
homes.”

Israel has dramatically esca-
lated strikes in Lebanon this
week, saying it is targeting Hez-
bollah. Israeli leaders have said
they are determined to stop more
than 11 months of cross-border
fire by the militant group into Is-
rael, which has forced the evac-
uation of tens of thousands of Is-
raelis from communities in the
north.

The statement tempered hopes
for the international initiative
aimed at halting increasingly
heavy exchanges of fire that have
killed hundreds of people in Le-
banon and threatened to trigger
an all-out war between Israel and
Hezbollah. Israel has talked of a
possible ground invasion into Le-

Taliban: No Afghans face discrimination

Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan—The Tali-
ban said Thursday it was absurd to
accuse them of gender discrimina-
tion and other human rights viola-
tions, as four countries vow to hold
Afghanistan’s rulers accountable
under international law for their
treatment of women and girls.

Australia, Canada, Germany and
the Netherlands are set to start legal
proceedings against the Taliban for
violating a U.N. convention on wom-
en, to which Afghanistan is a party.

The countries launched the initia-
tive on Wednesday on the sidelines
of the UN. General Assembly,
which is taking place in New York
until Monday.

Despite promising more moder-
ate rule after they seized power in
2021, the Taliban have barred wom-
en and girls from education beyond
sixth grade, many public spaces and
most jobs. In August, the Vice and
Virtue Ministry issued laws ban-
ning women’s bare faces and pro-
hibiting them from raising their
voices in public.

More than 20 countries ex-
pressed their support Thursday for
the proposedlegal action against the
Taliban.

“We condemn the gross and sys-
tematic human rights violations and
abuses in Afghanistan, particularly
the gender-based discrimination
against women and girls,” the coun-

tries said, adding that they did not
politically recognize the Taliban as
the legitimate leaders of the Afghan
population.

The Taliban’s deputy spokesman
Hamdullah Fitrat said human
rights were protected in Afghanis-
tan and that nobody faced discrimi-
nation.

“Unfortunately, an attempt is be-
ing made to spread propaganda
against Afghanistan through the
mouths of several fugitive (Afghan)
women and misrepresent the situa-
tion,” he said on X.

“Itis absurd to accuse the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan of violating
human rights and gender discrimi-
nation,” he added.

banon to push the militant group
away from the border.

Soon after the statement was
issued, Hezbollah TV station Al-
Manar reported an Israeli air-
strike in a suburb of Beirut. It
and other stations showed a dam-
aged apartment building in Dahi-
yeh, the mainly Shiite suburb
where Hezbollah has a strong
presence.

The Israeli military later said
the strike killed Mohammed
Hussein Surour. Hezbollah of-
fered no immediate comment on
the claim.

Two people were killed and 15
wounded in the strike, the Leba-
nese Health Ministry said.

Over the past week, Israel has
carried out several strikes in Bei-
rut targeting senior Hezbollah
commanders. Earlier in the day,
a strike in eastern Lebanon killed
20 people, most of them Syrian
migrants, according to Lebanese
health officials.

Israel has dramatically

stepped up its bombardment in
Lebanon, saying it is determined
to stop Hezbollah’s near-daily
rocket volleys over the past 11
months that have forced tens of
thousands to evacuate homes in
northern Israel. Strikes since
Monday have killed more than
630 people in Lebanon, around a
quarter of them women and chil-
dren, according to local health
authorities. Intensifying Hezbol-
lah barrages have wounded sev-
eral people in Israel.

Hezbollah has not yet respon-
ded to the proposal for a pause in
fighting. Lebanon’s caretaker
Prime Minister Najib Mikati wel-
comed it, but his government has
no sway over the group.

Hezbollah has insisted it would
halt its strikes only if there is a
cease-fire in Gaza, where Israel
has battled Hamas for nearly a
year. That appears out of reach
despite months of negotiations
led by the United States, Egypt
and Qatar.
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Doctoring

with digni

Quinto’s role in medical drama ‘Brilliant Minds’
was inspired by famous physician Oliver Sacks

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press

here’s a great moment

in the first episode of

the new NBC medical

drama “Brilliant
Minds” when it becomes very
clear that we’re not dealing with
a typical TV doctor.

Zachary Quinto is behind the
wheel of a car barreling down a
New York City parkway, packed
with hospital interns, abruptly
weaving in and out of lanes,
when one of them asks, “Does
anyone want to share a Klono-
pin?” — a drug sometimes used
to treat panic disorders.

“Oh, glory to God, yes, please,”
says Quinto, reaching an arm
into the back seat. The intern
then breaks the pill in half and
gives a sliver to the driver, who
swallows it, as the other interns
share stunned looks.

Quinto, playing the character
Dr. Oliver Wolf, is clearly not
portraying any dour, by-the-rules
doctor here — he’s playing a
character inspired by Dr. Oliver
Sacks, the path-breaking re-
searcher and author who rose to
fame in the 1970s and was once
called the “poet laureate of med-
icine.”

“He was someone who was
tirelessly committed to the digni-
ty of the human experience. And
so I feel really grateful to be able
to tell his story and to continue
his legacy in a way that I hope
our show is able to do,” Quinto
says.

He’s a fern-loving doctor

“Brilliant Minds” takes Sacks’
personality — a motorcycle-
riding, fern-loving advocate for
mental health who died in 2015 at
82 — and puts him in the present
day, where the creators theorize
he would have no idea who Tay-
lor Swift is or own a cellphone.
The series debuted Monday on
NBC stateside.

“It’s almost as if we’re imagin-

ing what it would have been like
if Oliver Sacks had been born at
a different time,” Quinto says.
“We use the real-life person as
our North Star through every-
thing we’re doing and all the
stories that we were telling, but
we were able to find our own
flavor and our own perspective in
the telling of those stories as
well.”

In upcoming episodes, Wolf
and his team deal with a biker
friend whose brain tumor is
affecting his memories, a mother
who after surgery feels discon-
nected from her children and a
12-year-old girl who gets seizures
whenever she laughs.

Aside from the weekly emer-
gencies, there is also a longer,
serieslong narrative exploring
Wolf’s personal life and his
fraught relationship with his
doctor parents, especially his late
father, who had mental illness.

“I think over the course of the
season, we see Dr. Wolf start to
let his guard down a little bit by
helping his patients and by men-
toring the interns. And he’s
learning from them as much as
they’re learning from him,” says
creator and showrunner Michael
Grassi.

The series hopes to satisfy
viewers who come for the com-
plex medical mysteries — with
delicious jargon like “elevated
intracranial pressure” and “ab-
normal neurocardiogenic reflex”
— but also the very human con-
nections between patient and
doctor.

“I always say if people watch
our show and they see them-
selves and the stories that we’re
telling, then we’re doing our job,”
Quinto says.

‘A place of optimisn’
This isn’t the first time Sacks
has been portrayed. His 1973
book, “Awakenings,” about hos-
pital patients who’d spent dec-
ades in a kind of frozen state

C§
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NBC/AP

Zachary Quinto plays Dr. Oliver Wolf, a character inspired by real-life Dr. Oliver Sacks, in “Brilliant Minds.”

until he tried a new treatment,
led to a 1990 movie in which
Sacks was played by Robin Wil-
liams.

The real Sacks lived in self-
imposed celibacy for more than
three decades, only coming out
late in life. But Quinto and Grassi
were not interested in having
their hero closeted.

“If we were going to be having
a gay male lead of our show in
2024, 1 really wanted them to be
out and proud and that not to be
something that he was hiding,”
Grassi said.

Grassi said when he was cre-

ating the show he always had
Quinto in mind, being a fan of the
actor’s depth but also his humor.
Grassi knew it was the perfect fit
while filming the driving scene
for the pilot when the intern
offers her pill.

“Zach on that day ad-libbed,
like, a million different re-
sponses,” Grassi says. “And they
were all funnier than the last.
Editing was so hard to choose
which one. But that’s when I
knew. I'm like, ‘This is going to
be great.”

For Quinto, “Brilliant Minds”
offers a chance to play a charis-

matic, empathic hero. While
Quinto broke out as Mr. Spock in
“Star Trek,” his résumé also
includes some less savory char-
acters — a serial killer who tore
out the brains of superheroes in
“Heroes,” the deranged Dr. Ol-
iver Thredson on “American
Horror Story: Asylum” and a
demonic drifter in AMC’s
“NOS4A2”: “After all the dark
and villainous characters that
T’ve played, it’s really nice to
anchor a story playing a charac-
ter who is really operating from a
place of optimism, hope, compas-
sion and love and joy,” he said.

“It's almost as if we're imagining what it would have been like if Oliver Sacks had been born
at a different time. We use the real-life person as our North Star through everything
we’re doing and all the stories that we were telling, but we were able to find our own
flavor and our own perspective in the telling of those stories as well.”

Zachary Quinto
Dr. Oliver Wolf in “Brilliant Minds”
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“Megalopolis” director Francis Ford Coppola is photographed May 17 at the 77th Cannes international
film festival in southern France. One of its stars — Giancarlo Esposito, who first sat for a reading of the
script 37 years ago — calls it “some deep, deep dream of consciousness” from Coppola.

Ahead of time

‘Megalopolis’ an astonishingly sincere message
from director Coppola as his final years beckon

By JAKE COYLE
Associated Press
rancis Ford Coppola
believes he can stop
time.

It’s not just a quality
of the protagonist of Coppola’s
new film “Megalopolis,” a vision-
ary architect named Cesar Catili-
na (Adam Driver) who, by bark-
ing “Time, stop!” can temporari-
ly freeze the world for a moment
before restoring it with a snap of
his fingers. And Coppola isn’t
referring to his ability to manip-
ulate time in the editing suite. He
means it literally.

“We’ve all had moments in our
lives where we approach some-
thing you can call bliss,” Coppola
says. “There are times when you
have to leave, have work, what-
ever it is. And you just say, ‘Well,
I don’t care. I'm going to just stop
time.” I remember once actually
thinking I would do that.”

Time is much on Coppola’s
mind. He’s 85 now. Eleanor, his
wife of 61 years, died in April.
“Megalopolis,” which is dedica-
ted to her, is his first movie in 13
years. He’s been pondering it for
more than four decades. The film
begins, fittingly, with the image
of a clock.

“It’s funny, you live your life
going from being a young person
to being an older person. You're
looking in that direction,” Coppo-
la said in a recent interview at a
Toronto hotel before the North
American premiere of “Megalo-
polis.” “But to understand it, you
have to look in the other direc-
tion. You have to look at it from
the point of view of the older
looking at the younger, which
you’re receding from.”

“I’'m sort of thinking of my life
in reverse,” Coppola says.

You have by now probably
heard a few things about “Mega-
lopolis.” Maybe you know that
Coppola financed the $120 mil-
lion budget himself, using his
lucrative wine empire to realize a
long-held vision of a Roman epic
set in a modern New York. You
might be familiar with the film’s
clamorous reception from critics
at the Cannes Film Festival in
May, some of whom saw a grand
folly, others a wild ambition to
admire.

“Megalopolis,” a movie Coppo-
la first began mulling in the af-
termath of “Apocalypse Now” in
the late 1970s, has been a subject
of intrigue, anticipation, gossip, a
lawsuit and sheer disbelief for
years.

What you might not have heard
about “Megalopolis,” though, is
that it’s an extraordinarily sin-
cere message from a master

filmmaker nearing the end of his
life. Giancarlo Esposito, who first
sat for a reading of the script 37
years ago with Laurence Fish-
burne and Billy Crudup, calls it
“some deep, deep dream of con-
sciousness” from Coppola.

At a time when many are con-
sumed by bitterly partisan poli-
tics and climate change anxiety,
Coppola has spent every opportu-
nity this year pleading that we
are “one human family.” His
movie, a delirious dream of the
future, is an unwieldy but heart-
felt fable about the boundless-
ness of human potential. As im-
plausible as optimism may seem
in 2024, it’s Coppola’s cri de
coeur — one that he connects
less to his perspective as an elder
statesman than he does to his
abiding, childlike sense of possi-
bility.

“I realized that the genius of
human invention usually hap-
pened when we were playing
with our Kkids. It’s in the act of
play that we’re so creative,”
Coppola says. “The cave paint-
ings, you see hands, but there are
big hands and little hands.”

“Megalopolis” is in wide re-
lease this weekend, including on
many IMAX screens, culminat-
ing what has been arguably Cop-
pola’s biggest gamble — which is
saying something for the film-
maker who plunked down his
own millions to shoot “Apoca-
lypse Now” in the Philippines
jungle and plunged his produc-
tion company, Zoetrope, into
bankruptcy to make 1982’s “One
From the Heart.” That title has
remained symbolic of Coppola,
an eminently personal filmmak-
er, regardless of the success of
“The Godfather,” who has often
done his best work far out on a
limb.

“On our first day of shooting, at
one point in the day he said to
everybody, ‘We’re not being
brave enough,” Driver recalled
in Cannes. “That, for me, was
what I hooked on for the rest of
the shoot.”

In the film, Driver’s Cesar is at
odds with a backward-looking
mayor, Franklyn Cicero (Esposi-
to), but falls for his daughter,
Julia (Nathalie Emmanuel).
Cesar’s powers as a time-stopper
and an architect are derived
from a substance called Megalon
that could alter the fate of the
metropolis dubbed New Rome.

A lot is thrown into the mix,
including Aubrey Plaza’s TV
personality Wow Platinum and
Shia LaBeouf’s Clodio Pulcher.
Coppola spent years assembling

SEE TIME ON PAGE 15
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A wild fever dream of excess and idealism

Coppola’s ‘Megalopolis’ best left for cinephiles

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

f anything is clear about

“Megalopolis,” it’s that

Francis Ford Coppola has a

lot on his mind.

The legendary filmmaker
spent decades on this Roman-
style epic, set in the present day,
about a civilization on the brink
of collapse. A wealthy and pow-
erful few of the old guard are
running the gilded city of New
Rome into the ground, a new
generation is embroiled in a
stalemate of a culture war be-
tween hedonists and puritans,
and a visionary architect caught
in the middle is dreaming up a
different future.

But none of that captures the
wild experience of actually
watching “Megalopolis,” a
sprawling, operatic, clumsy and
fascinating film that should in-
spire discussions for many years
to come.

“Megalopolis” is not a disaster,
but it’s far from a success. It’s a
bacchanalia that’s bursting with
so many ideas, so many charac-
ters, so many great lines and
truly terrible ones as well that it’s
nearly impossible to digest in a
single, baffling viewing.

If there is a center to this story,
it’s Adam Driver’s Cesar Catili-
na, an artist who can stop time
and who believes that a sub-
stance called Megalon, a shim-
mering people-mover that can be
used to make a translucent (but
not naked) dress or reconstruct a
face mangled by a gunshot, is the
way to a utopia. Driver is a great

Time: Fi

FROM PAGE 14

actor who is utterly misused here
as a grief-stricken, alcoholic,
“Hamlet”-quoting, megaloma-
niac aristocrat who spends his
days in an art deco ivory tower
(the Chrysler Building) fretting
about time and what the corrupt
Mayor Cicero (Giancarlo Esposi-
to) is doing to the city.

We’re supposed to believe that
Cesar is a widely desired catch
who would attract the mayor’s
beautiful daughter Julia (Natha-
lie Emmanuel) to his side. But
Kylo Ren had more charisma
than Cesar. The story’s ability to
sell Cesar as something special is
not helped by Julia, more symbol
than character despite plentiful
screentime, whose leaden dia-
logue is not given any life or
spark by Emmanuel.

Their Romeo-and-Juliet love
story is labored, to say the least,
despite some stunning shots that
might suggest otherwise. It’s a
problem with much of the con-
flicts and connections in the film,
which all sound great on paper —
they should, as much of it is
drawn from juicy Roman history
— but fumble in execution.

That’s not to say that all the
actors wither under the excess.
The great Talia Shire, as Cesar’s
cold mother, does more than
either Driver or Emmanuel, with
just a handful of lines and scenes.
Aubrey Plaza, too, seems to have
understood exactly what “Mega-
lopolis” needed from a character
named Wow Platinum, a social-
climbing broadcast journalist
who marries Jon Voight’s bank
scion Hamilton Crassus III: a

mmaker, film both note va

Lionsgate

Adam Driver’s time-stopping artist Cesar Catilina attracts Nathalie Emmanuel’s Julia, the daughter of
corrupt Mayor Cicero, in “Megalopolis.” The film is a Roman-style epic based in the present day.

high dose of camp. She embraces
the silliness of her dialogue,
seeing the comedic potential in
every ridiculous moment.

It’s hard to stress just how
much there is stuffed into two
hours and 18 minutes. Shia LaBe-
ouf is Clodio Pulcher, the rich-
kid son of Crassus, who has Mae
West eyebrows and long feral
hair. He is in love with Julia,
jealous of Cesar and may be
having an incestuous relationship
with his party girl socialite sister
Clodia (Chloe Fineman). He
attempts his own political bid,
preying on the city’s desperate
peasant class. Laurence Fish-
burne is Cesar’s driver (and the
narrator of the film). Dustin
Hoffman is a fixer. Jason
Schwartzman is around (and

ue of taking risks, fol

delightful, as always). There’s a
pop star named Vesta Sweet-
water (Grace VanderWaal) who
has taken a virginity pledge.
Even Romy Mars plays a teen
reporter!

“Megalopolis” shines brightest
with its crafts, including Milena
Canonero’s decadent Roman-
inspired frocks, Osvaldo Golijov’s
sweeping, romantic score and
Mihai Malaimare Jr.’s golden
cinematography that makes the
feast of the production design
glow lovingly.

But this is a film that I can only
in good conscience recommend
fully to cinephiles, who were
most certainly going to see it
regardless. It’s Coppola’s first in
13 years, after all, and one that he
boldly and admirably self-fi-

nanced. I hope that it’s the movie
he wanted to make. For anyone
else, it’s a tougher sell — not
unworthy of someone’s time and
money, but also not guaranteed
to be especially rewarding or
satisfying for anyone hoping that
he’s made another “Godfather”
(and who hasn’t watched “Twixt”
or “Tetro”).

Coppola is an artist whose
films sometimes take time to find
their place in audiences’ hearts
and minds. No one understands
that as pointedly as he does.
Whether or not there’s a drastic
reappraisal somewhere down the
line, “Megalopolis” will forever
be a fascination.

“Megalopolis” is rated R for sexual content,
nudity, drug use, language and some violence.
Running time: 138 minutes. Now playing in select
on-base theaters.

owing one’s heart

a scrapbook of inspirations for the film, though you could
wonder if Cesar isn’t ultimately derived from himself.

“I thought about Francis, but I wasn’t thinking I’'m
going to do a version of Francis,” Driver said. “All mo-
vies, I kind of feel, are their directors, in a sense.”

Esposito was surprised to find the script hadn’t
changed much over the years. Every morning, he would
receive a text from Coppola with a different ancient story.
On set, Coppola favored theater games, improvisation and
going with instinct.

“He takes his time. What we’re used to in this modern
age is immediate answers and having to know the an-
swer,” Esposito says. “And I don’t think Francis needs to
know the answer. I think the question for him is some-
times more important.”

Reports of disorder on the set led to Driver making a
statement that, to the contrary, it was one of the best
shooting experiences of his career. Later, just before the
film was to premiere in Cannes, a report alleged Coppola
behaved inappropriately with extras. Variety later posted
a story with a video shot by a crew member showing
Coppola, in a nightclub scene, walking through a dancing
crowd and then stopping to apparently lean in to several
women to hug them, kiss them on the cheek or whisper to
them.

Earlier this month, Coppola sued Variety, claiming its
report was false and libelous. The trade publication said it
stood by its reporters.

Asked about the reports in Toronto, Coppola said, “I
don’t even want to (discuss it). It’s a waste of time.”

Later in the interview, he separately noted: “I’m very
respectful of women; I always have been. My mother, she
always taught me: ‘Francis, if you ever make a pass at a
girl, that means you disrespect her.” So I never did.”

None of the major studios or streaming services (‘“An-
other word for home video,” Coppola says) sought to
acquire “Megalopolis” after Cannes. He also first show-
cased it to executives and friends in Los Angeles before
the festival but found little interest.

“I'm a creation of Hollywood,” Coppola says. “I went
there wanting to be part of it, and by hook or crook, they
let me be part of it. But that system is dying.”

If Coppola has a lot riding on “Megalopolis,” he doesn’t,
in any way, appear worried. Recouping his investment in
the film will be virtually impossible; he stands to lose
many millions. But speaking with Coppola, it’s clear he’s
filled with gratitude.

“I couldn’t be more blessed,” he says.

“Everyone’s so worried about money. I say: Give me
less money and give me more friends,” Coppola says.
“Friends are valuable. Money is very fragile. You could
have a million marks in Germany at the end of World
War II and you wouldn’t be able to buy a loaf of bread.”

Coppola has lately been watching a lot of films from the
1930s (“The Awful Truth” is a favorite). But his mind is
mostly on the cinema of the future.

In recent years, Coppola has experimented with what

he calls “live cinema,” trying to imagine a movie form
that’s created and seen simultaneously. In festival screen-
ings, “Megalopolis” has included a live moment in which
a man walks on stage and addresses a question to a char-
acter on the screen.

“The movies your grandchildren will make are not
going to be like this formula happening now. We can’t
even imagine what it’s going to be, and that’s the wonder-
ful thing about it,” Coppola says. “The notion that there’s
a set of rules to make a film — you have to have this; you
have to have that — that’s OK if you're making Coca-Cola
because you want to know that you’re going to be able to
sell it without risk. But cinema is not Coca-Cola. Cinema
is something alive and ever-changing.”

Coppola has hoped to include the live moment in
screenings nationwide. As of Tuesday, there weren’t
details available on those showings. He’s even come up
with a way to “simulate for the home an experience that
is somewhat theatrical,” he said.

Regardless of whether moviegoers will flock to “Mega-
lopolis,” it’s clearly a passionate late-career statement
from a titan of American movies, made without a whiff of
an algorithm, that embodies a line heard several times in
the film: “When we leap into the unknown, we prove that
we are free.”

“There have to be,” Coppola says, “filmmakers who
make the film without risk and jump into it and say, ‘Well,
it feels right to me, but who knows? Maybe I’'m wrong,
maybe I’'m right; it doesn’t matter. It’s in my heart.””



Pace 16 SEIREER R A] * STARS AND STRIPES ° Friday, September 27, 2024

MUSIC

By MARIA SHERMAN
Associated Press
ecades into one of the most consistent ca-
reers in contemporary country music, and
you’d think Keith Urban has this whole
album thing worked out. But his 11th studio
album, “High,” out Sept. 20, was no walk in the park.

It’s been four years since 2020’s “The Speed of Now
Part 1,” and in that time, Urban wrote another record,
“61S,” and scrapped it.

“It’s the only time I’ve ever gone into the studio with
a very clear sort of intent to make a particular kind of
record, that had focus. I started to wonder if my mu-
sical adventurousness on records needed a little more
discipline,” he laughs. “The end result was this thing
that was just a bit linear. It was just a lot of the same
kind of thing, and it was
missing the spirit of the YEiTh URBAY HiEk
curiosity of the edges and
places that I’'m interested in
exploring and going to.”

So, instead, Urban re-
turned to what he knows
best — fluidity in the studio,
unbeholden to genre limita-
tions, the magic of uninhib-
ited songwriting — channel-
ing one of his favorite al-
bums, the New Radicals’ 1998 alt-rock classic “Maybe
You’ve Been Brainwashed Too,” with its oscillating
qualities.

One song has impeccable structure and recording,
the next is “stream of consciousness, random, I don’t
even know what it is,” he says. “The album had this
beautiful flowing energy of organized and chaos ... The
spirit of most of my albums has contained some ele-
ment of that.”

As does “High” — from the sexy, playful duet “Go
Home W U,” co-written with BRELAND and featuring
Lainey Wilson, the road trip romance of “Heart Like a
Hometown” and the honky-tonk headrush “Laughin’
All the Way to the Drank” to the not-so-indirect ballad
“Love Is Hard,” and the slow-burn “Dodge in a Silvera-
do.”

Tempo changes punctuate the album, mirroring its
emotional range.

The first gut punch arrives early: the jovial “Straight
Line” hits like a rowdy night, “Messed Up As Me”
provides the sobering light of day.

For Urban, those sensibilities make up life. “I’ve got
a dutiful, responsible, reliable side. And I’ve got this
animalistic, wild, reckless, irresponsible, ‘what does
this button do?”” he says. “The spirit of those two things
is very much a part of who I am, and this album hope-
fully captures that.”

To express that specific human experience, the se-
quencing of “High” was crucial. It had to end with
“Break the Chain,” a soulful rumination on dysfunc-
tional family dynamics.

“It’s a lot to do with my dad and being born into a
family with an alcoholic father and thesehallenges that
come with that,” he says of the song. “My job is to now
maybe break that chain and do something different.
But I never mentioned alcohol in the sofg ofice because
I didn’t want the song to be about that. It’s really about
behavioral patterns that we all learn very quickly to
survive in whatever environment that we’re in.”

Urban has been sober for nearly two decades.

SEE URBAN ON PAGE 17

Keith Urban performs during a free
pop-up concert on Sept. 19 in Nashville.

GEORGE WALKER IV/AP -~ ‘ ‘
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Katy Perry returns with the uninspired ‘143

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press

Katy Perry’s new album title,
“143,” is code for “I love you,”
based on the number of letters in
each word of the phrase. She
may love us, but the album is
more like 144 — “I made mush.”

Perry’s first LP since 2020’s
lackluster “Smile” is just as lack-
luster, a blur of thick
electronic program-
ming and simplistic
lyrics. There’s none of
her past cheeky hu-
mor, virtually no
personality. Even the
title is filler.

The rollout has
been snakebit from
the jump, with the
artist under fire for
collaborating with
music producer Dr. Luke and the
video for “Woman’s World”
emerging as a sloppy, puzzling
attempt at satire. Then her video
shoot on a Spanish beach for
“Lifetimes” was investigated for
potential environmental damage.

It doesn’t help that the first
three singles are just OK. “Wom-

Urban: ‘High’
offers hope in
song, message

FROM PAGE 16

He wrote the song with Marc
Scibilia the first day they met.
Urban walked into Scibilia’s
Nashville studio, barely having
spoken to one another, and start-
ed writing. It began with the
guitar, the overdubs, the melody,
a second verse, and then a partic-
ularly devastating lyrical line
flows out of Urban: “Never sure /
What made him so mad at the
world / Mad at me / I was just a
kid / I won’t do the same.”

“I just burst out crying on this
guy’s couch, just like in a fetal
position, like I’'m in therapy,”
Urban recalls. “He looks over
and he just goes, ‘Hmm, must be
true.” And then went back to
work. And it was the perfect
reaction because it wasn’t judg-
mental. It was of no opinion. And
he just let me stay in it and finish
out the song. And then that was
it.”

Then he suggests, like all of the
songs on this record, from the
clear-as-day goodtime records
and the others that might center
on more complicated emotions,
it’s “a hopeful song.”

“It’s offering hope and a way
through a situation that a lot of
people might find themselves in,”
he says, because it assures they
have the power to get out.

Katy Perry

143 (Capitol Records)

an’s World” is a frothy Lady
Gaga-esque arena pop anthem,
the techno-stomper “Lifetimes”
smacks of Calvin Harris from the
2010s and “I’'m His, He’s Mine,”
featuring Doechii, lazily lifts
Crystal Waters’ “Gypsy Woman
(She’s Homeless)” from 1991. It’s
a trio of tunes that doesn’t
scream 578 (“Katy’s totally rele-
vant”).

“Gimme Gimme,”
featuring 21 Savage,
just lacks bite, a nur-
sery rhyme from a
new mother masque-
rading as a pop song
(with crib-adjacent
lyrics like “Say the
right thing, maybe
you can be / Crawling
on me, like a centi-
pede”).

“Gorgeous” with Kim Petras is
marred by what sounds like a
dog’s squeaky toy repeatedly
going off in the mix, undercutting
the notion of two women “coming
out tonight, grab your man and
hold him tight.” Squeak!

“Crush” isn’t bad, but it’s built
on the repetitive, unyielding

synths you’d find in Eastern
European discos in the ’90s.
That’s a complaint for all the Dr.
Luke tracks, really — Perry may
rue their reunion simply based
on the ugly, unsophisticated
production. “All the Love” has

the phrase “back to me” repeated

23 times during its 3:15 length.

“My intuition’s telling me
things ain’t right,” she sings on
“Truth,” a lyric that may sum up
her album and a song that in-
cludes a fake voicemail at the
end. Other artists are incorporat-
ing real dialogue and recorded
snippets of their lives. Perry is
faking it.

She has always preferred
gangs of songwriters, but “143”
pushes it to an insane level, with
“Nirvana” credited to an even
dozen.

Listen to it and see if 12 song-
writers were necessary for a
song that sounds like a warmed-
over club track from La Bouche.

If the best song on “143” is
“Lifetimes,” the worst is easily
the closer, a sticky-sweet, wide-
eyed plea for innocence in “Won-
der,” sticking out like a sore

|

BruNA PrRADO/AP

Katy Perry performs during the Rock in Rio music festival in Rio de
Janeiro on Sept. 21. Her new album, “143,” lacks personality.

thumb. This is a cynical attempt
to have moms in the audience
wave their hands in unison as
balloons float up, even as it de-
cries cynicism.

“One day when we’re older /
Will we still look up in wonder?”

she sings, name-checking her
daughter, Daisy, who also makes
a cute appearance.

But by this point, she’s lost our
trust, with the 10 previous songs
a sonic slog. “143” has no soul or
emotion,; it’s just a number.

Miranda Lambert
Postcards From Texas (Republic/Big Loud)

Miranda Lambert’s 10th studio album
begins with a plucky honky-tonk stom-
per, full of folksy imagery and a jaunty
vibraslap sound:

“Well I met an armadillo / Out in Ama-
rillo / And he asked me for a light,” Lam-
bert’s voice swings, “I said a where ya goin’ / He said ‘I don’t
really know’ / And I said, ‘Brother I’ve been there twice.”

It might be an outlier, for listeners expecting a collection
more in line with the album’s lead single, the classic rock-chan-
neling “Wranglers,” but it’s also the perfect tone-setter.

Across the 14-track release, Lambert aims to deliver some-
times-traditional country with a lot of heart.

Throughout, “Postcards From Texas” is a sonic road trip
across Lambert’s home state — from the steel guitar-led ballad
“Looking Back on Luckenbach” to the funny, trash-talking di-
vorce anthem “Alimony,” with its not-so-thinly veiled lyrical
geography.

“I called that lawyer up in Dallas,” she sings in the chorus. “If
you’re gonna leave me in San Antone / Remember the alimony,”
the last word teased out to turn “Alamo” into “alimony.” It’s
such a rewarding lyric reversal, it feels almost prototypical —
as if plucked from some great country music songbook instead
of written into it.

Lambert’s voice is where “Postcards From Texas” finds its
cohesion, from dreamy ballads, like “Way Too Good At Break-
ing My Heart” and country-rock swagger, like on “B— On the
Sauce (Just Drunk)” to classic covers, like in the case of “Living
on the Run,” from David Allan Coe’s 1976 album, “Longhaired
Redneck.”

Lambert co-produced the album with Jon Randall, and rec-
orded the entirety of it at Austin, Texas’ Arlyn Studios, the first
time since she was 18 that she’s recorded a full album in her
home state. In those days, long before becoming a stalwart of
Nashville’s Music Row, it’s easy to imagine she wasn’t thinking
about a homecoming — especially in a state where those consi-
dered Texas country greats are overwhelmingly male.

At this stage in her career, Lambert doesn’t have anything to
prove — and that’s one of many reasons why “Postcards From
Texas” is a ride that works.

— Maria Sherman
Associated Press

The Cactus Blossoms
Every Time | Think About You (Walkie Talkie Records)

“I’'m a big fan of appreciation,” the Cactus
Blossoms’ brothers Jack Torrey and Page Bur-
kum sing on “Keep Walkin’,” a cut from their
new album.

That sounds like the cue for a compliment:
“Every Time I Think About You” might be the
duo’s best record yet.

Torrey and Burkum have built a career on classic sibling singing,
but on the new album, harmony vocals are only part of the charm.

Handsome melodies make these 10 songs shimmer; there’s also an
elemental but sturdy ’50s-style structure to uncluttered arrangements
framed by tuneful electric guitars. Even the instrumental solos are
catchy.

“Every Time I Think About You” was released Aug. 30, coinciding
with the Minnesotans’ Grand Ole Opry debut. The new songs are
rooted in country and the blues (with lyrics referencing Jimmie Rodg-
ers and Howlin’ Wolf), ensuring a tasteful mix of savory with their
familiar sweetness.

The Torrey-Burkum vocal blend remains the anchor, and the songs
tend to, yes, blossom when those harmonies arrive. Rounding out the
group are drummer Jeremy Hanson and guitarist Jacob Hanson, who
are also brothers, and bassist Phillip Hicks. Longtime collaborator,
engineer and mixer Alex Hall helped fill out the sound. All took part
in full-band sessions at Creation Audio, where they recorded the al-
bum, the same Minneapolis studio that produced classic records by
the Trashmen, Dave Dudley and the Replacements.

The songs, all originals, are fuzzy on details but strong on feeling.
There’s a recurring theme of moving on, as suggested by several
titles. “Keep Walkin’” evokes the late Marc Bolan, “There She Goes”
is a deceptively breezy breakup tune, and “Go On” soars as a ballad
worthy of fellow Minnesotans the Jayhawks.

The set opens with the funky rock of “Something’s Got a Hold on
Me,” while “Be What I Wanna” rides a mossy groove. Guitars swap
licks as the simile-centric “Is It Any Wonder” celebrates the romance
of discovery and discovery of romance. “You’re like a mountain I
can’t get over,” the brothers sing.

The album turns topical on “Statues,” a ballad distinguished by
tremolo guitars, a “Blue Bayou” beat and concise, clever lyrics.

“Statues,” the duo sings, “cast shadows that fall on you. Statues —
they’re falling, too.”

That’s a couplet to appreciate.

— Steven Wine
Associated Press
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The Legend of Zelda: Echoes of Wisdom has wide-open fields and plenty of nooks and crannies hidden all over the kingdom of Hyrule.

More power to Zelda

Combat-heavy Echoes of Wisdom gives character a starring role

By GENE PARK
The Washington Post

alfway through my

first adventure with

Princess Zelda as the

protagonist, she
became a summoner who con-
jures dark knights at will and
swims through airborne blocks of
water she creates with her magic
staff.

She is also prone to summon
beds and take naps during battle.
She can also disappear stealthily
into a corner only for the guards
to find nothing but a chair, leav-
ing them to question their facul-
ties. Zelda is a trickster goddess
in her first starring role in a
game, The Legend of Zelda:
Echoes of Wisdom, released
Sept. 26 on the Nintendo Switch.
Co-developed by Nintendo and
the studio Grezzo, the first Zelda
game starring a woman is also
the first to be directed by a wom-
an.
Last year’s Tears of the King-
dom was massive, and although
Echoes is a smaller experience,
it’s also the largest top-down
Zelda game ever made as far as I
can tell, with wide-open fields
and hidden nooks and crannies
hidden all over its new version of
the kingdom of Hyrule, and se-
crets still to uncover dozens of
hours later.

The Zelda series is a daisy
chain of interconnected and

evolving ideas. Here, as in Tears,
the priority is the player’s free-
dom to overcome challenges.

In Echoes, Zelda is accused by
her own kingdom of opening
dimensional rifts that entrap
people and places within the
“Still
World,” a
frozen
abyssal
hellscape.
She is as-
sisted by a
fairy
named Tri
who gives
her a mag-
ical staff
that can create copies, or echoes,
of people and objects in the
world. This is why she’s able to
conjure blocks of water to swim
through the air, while her sum-
moned colony of bats protect her.
She treks across a Hyrule that’s
reminiscent of the map featured
in the Super Nintendo classic
Link to the Past, except here it’s
expanded and clarified.

The game’s big draw is that the
copying ability allows for unprec-
edented freedom to fight enemies
and navigate treacherous dunge-
ons. One of the first things she
copies is a bed, and that turned
out to be my second-most-used
object after the water block.
Creating ladders and bridges of
dirty beds remained a viable way

to move through the world, all
the way up until the very final
dungeon. Sleeping on these beds
is also the most efficient way to
heal her: Taking naps during
epic struggles will be a common
sight for many players.

You can also save Hyrule your
way with your own version of
Princess Zelda. Maybe she’ll only
summon spiders, using their
webs to climb great heights. I
took to casting electric moths
that shoot toward enemies like
missiles. Echoes is a shockingly
combat-heavy game — don’t be
fooled just because she doesn’t
always use a sword (except in a
meter-limited “sword fighter”
form that mimics combat from
past games). There’s even a se-
ries of combat challenges that
strip her of all learned echoes,
testing the player’s ability to
improvise.

I just wish the central mechan-
ic was easier to use. Copying
objects is a simple concept, but
choosing which object to cast is
cumbersome, using the direc-
tional arrows to bring up menus
that scroll for way too long, with
127 different echoes by the
game’s end. Other directions on
the pad are also used for other
functions that seem superfluous
to the game. Zelda’s absurd pow-
er is a huge part of what makes
Echoes unique and fun, but it
comes at the cost of some bal-

Nintendo

got the big key! Now you can open the
big door!

GENE PARK/The Washington Post

Boss keys reappear in Echoes of Wisdom as dungeons return to the
classic formula missing in the larger Nintendo Switch titles.

ance to the game. She’s over-
stuffed with ability, and some
buttons could have been freed up
to give us a “favorites” menu for
optimizing a more personalized
summoner.

Fortunately, the story sings.
This game is a miraculous fusion
of the Switch games’ freedom
and the more directed, procedur-
al pacing of classic titles like
Link to the Past. Dungeons are
filled with keys, gates and the
occasional miniboss, and solved
by finding some power or echo
within them. The dungeons use
the classic template as guide-
lines, but developer Grezzo and
Nintendo aren’t afraid to weave
out of it here and there.

I also hesitate to call this game
a 2D title. It’s only the top-down
camera that gives us the illusion
of two dimensions, but this is a
fully 3D environment with phys-
ics that follows natural law (fire
melts ice, burns grass, etc.),

allowing for the kind of free-form
play in Breath of the Wild. But
with a restricted camera angle,
the franchise is finally able to
revisit and refine its immaculate
dungeon formula it once aban-
doned. That decision also helps
the game return to more linear
storytelling, with charming nar-
rative arcs unfolding in each
region, complete with new
unique characters. Through each
quest, Zelda helps people become
the best versions of themselves,
such as a young village chief
hoping to live up to the legacy of
his late father, or two friends
mending a long-standing conflict.
To get a game this innovative,
charming and polished over a
year after the remarkable Tears
is miraculous. I can’t wait to see
what the next Zelda game learns
from this one. Its echoes will ring
long after the credits roll.
Platform: Nintendo Switch
Online: tinyurl.com/phdsy62c
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Aimee Lucido, of Irvington, N.Y., is a children’s author. Her third book, ‘“Pasta Pasta Lotsa Pasta,” came out in July. Puzzles
and children’s books are “both ways to stretch out language,” she says. “They’re about using every sentence, every word,
every letter to its absolute fullest.” Having two related hobbies comes in handy: “I definitely use puzzles to procrastinate
writing, and writing to procrastinate puzzles!”
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Suki Waterhouse
finds her sparkle

‘Daisy Jones & The Six’ actress embraces
music career on wide-ranging 2nd album

By EL1sE Ryvan
Associated Press

uki Waterhouse discov-
ered the Sparklemuffin
spider during a late-night
scroll.

“He’s wildly colored. He’s
cute,” she said. Best of all: He
dances. “I felt somewhat akin to
him.”

The spider became a foil and a
mascot for Waterhouse’s second
album, “Memoir of a Sparklemuf-
fin,” which came out Sept. 13.

The release follows the British
singer-songwriter’s 2022 debut “I
Can’t Let Go” and her time play-
ing keyboardist Karen Sirko in
“Daisy Jones & The Six,” the Ama-
zon Prime series based on Taylor
Jenkins Reid’s bestselling novel
about a 1970s rock band. The rec-
ord’s 18 songs cover heartache
and the search for a “Big Love,”
but also the 32-year-old’s time in
the industry, which she entered as
a teen, modeling first. The project
wrapped just days before the birth
of her daughter, now six months
old, with partner Robert Pattin-
son.

After celebrating the release
with stops at the Michael Kors
fashion show and the MTV Video
Music Awards, Waterhouse
talked with The Associated Press
about making the album while
pregnant and how playing Sirko
motivated her to fully embrace
her music career.

This interview has been edited
for clarity and brevity.

Associated Press: Much of
“Memoir of a Sparklemuffin” was
made while you were pregnant
with your daughter. How did that
shape the music you were making
during that time?

Waterhouse: I think the physi-
cal limitations were something
that shaped the album, in a really
good way. It was sort of amazing to
not be able to leave the house for a
couple of months. I mean, I really
got to focus in a way that I don’t
know if sometimes you are able to
when the world keeps moving.

I’m someone that loves working
at home. All of my music that I’'ve
made pretty much has been made
in home studios — big studios can
freak me out a little bit. There’s
something especially about being
in Los Angeles, there’s just so
many talented people around you,
so you’re literally able to call up
the best guitarist and he lives 15
minutes away. So it was very
much that feeling of having awe-
some people just flow in and out of
my house, with also a good dead-
line. It wasn’t just the deadline of
— finish the record. It was, we
must finish the record. There will

be a baby here if we don’t.
The song “Model, Actress,
Whatever,” feels Ilike a

reclamation of those labels.

It’s funny; when I wrote that
song, I kind of had that loop going
around — (singing) “call me a
model, an actress, whatever” —
and it was something that I
thought was kind of self-deprecat-
ing and funny. But I also felt like I
would want to be in my car singing
that. It’s dramatic, it’s glamorous.

I love consuming stories about
people’s lives written by them. I
love reading a memoir; I love
reading from someone’s perspec-
tive what really went down, what
really happened. That song, I
guess, I was a little afraid after I
wrote it — like, I’ve been trying to

MarT Licari, INvisioN/AP

Suki Waterhouse, shown Sept. 12, says the limitations of making her
new album, “Memoir of a Sparklemuffin,” while pregnant meant that
she was able to stay home and give the project needed focus.

get away from being called this,
from having these kind of labels —
and then I think that was why I
ended up writing it. There were a
couple of months where I was like,
“I’m not going to have this as a sin-
gle. Let’s sweep that one under the
carpet.” And thenit’s always those
ones actually, that eventually,
you’re like, “No, yeah, this is re-
claiming those words.”

You told AP last year that
playing Karen Sirko in “Daisy
Jones & The Six” helped you
embrace your own music career.
Why do you think that was?

Looking at the book, she was
cool and calm and collected and
she knew exactly what she wanted
to do and she knew exactly who
she was. She wanted to be on tour
for the rest of her life. And you
know, there was a reason why I
was drawn to the part. I think

whenever you step into a role, you
do just absorb — that’s the job.
There’s just so much to be gained
from that experience.

Something about playing her
gave me that nudge, that voice in
my head that was like: “Right, now
is that time that you need to go and
make that album that you’ve been
wanting to make for years and
years and years, that you’ve been
working towards. You’'ve got the
songs, they’re all there; go and
make the album.” Also, playing a
role where we were all in a band,
hanging out in Sound City Studios
every day, I was kind embracing
that life of a musician. I had this
hole in my heart like, that’s what I
want to be doing too.

Do you ever find yourself
tapping into Karen, now?

(Laughs) Yeah, I guess. She’s al-
ways there; she’s always there.

DeGeneres embraces being ‘mean’ post-controversy

New York Daily News

Ellen DeGeneres is leaning into her “toxic”
persona after the once-beloved talk show host
found herself out of mainstream media’s good

graces.

The Emmy winner, 66, says in her new Net-
flix special, “For Your Approval,” that she
“just can’t” care anymore about what people

think of her, per TMZ.

“Proud” of who she is today, the “Finding
Nemo” star said she “spent an entire lifetime
trying to make people happy and ..
too much what other people think of me

“So, the thought of anyone thinking that I'm

. cared far

DeGeneres

mean was devastating to me,
and it consumed me for along
time,” DeGeneres said. “Af-
ter a lifetime of caring, I just
can’t anymore. So I don’t.”

DeGeneres fell out of favor
following a 2020 Buzzfeed ex-
posé in which former staffers
of her self-titled talk show
said it had fostered a toxic workplace culture
rife with “racism, fear and intimidation.” “The
Ellen DeGeneres Show” came to an end last
year, after two decades and 19 seasons.

In July of this year, DeGeneres said her “El-

theater.

len’s Last Stand...Up Comedy Tour” would be
“the last time you’re going to see me.”

She added: “After my Netflix special, I'm
done,” confirming for a curious crowd mem-
ber that retirement extended to movies and

During the show, DeGeneres addressed the
“mean girl” allegations against her.

She contended that while she’s “many
things” — including, sometimes, “demanding
and impatient and tough” — she is “not mean.”

Billed as “the final comedy special of her his-
toric career,” DeGeneres’ “For Your Approv-
al” dropped Tuesday on Netflix.

Kotb reveals
she’s leaving
‘Today’ show

Associated Press

Hoda Kotb, a fixture at NBC for
more than two decades, says she
will leave her morning perch on
the “Today” show early next year,
telling staffers “it’s time.”

In a memo to her team and later
on air, Kotb said
her 60th birth-
day this summer
helped trigger
the departure. “I
saw it all so
clearly: my
broadcast career
has been beyond
meaningful, a
new decade of my life lies ahead,
and now my daughters and my
mom need and deserve a bigger
slice of my time pie.”

Kotb has co-anchored “Today”
with Savannah Guthrie since 2018,
filling in after Matt Lauer was
fired amid sexual harassment al-
legations. She first joined NBC
News as a correspondent for “Da-
teline” in 1998, and later joined
“Today” in 2007.

“Happily and gratefully, I plan
toremain a part of the NBC family,
the longest work relationship I've
been lucky enough to hold close to
my heart. I'll be around. How
could I not? Family is family and
you all will always be a part of
mine,” she wrote.

The Cure announces
album, releases new song

Goths, rejoice: At long last, The
Cure has released new music.

“Alone,” their first new song in
16 years, premiered on the BBC 6
Music channel on Thursday. The
English band also announced a
new album, “Songs of A Lost
World,” to be released on Nov. 1.

The Cure teased new music on
social media leading up to its re-
lease, sharing a snippet of the song
that featured their trademark
layered guitars, metallic percus-
sion and sparkling synths. Near
the end, singer Robert Smith
jumped in with the gloomy lyrics,
“This is the end of every song that
we sing.”

“It’s the track that unlocked the
record; as soon as we had that
piece of music recorded I knew it
was the opening song, and I felt
the whole album come into focus,”
Smith said in a press release.

The Cure has toured in the
years since their last album,
2008’s “4:13 Dream,” but had yet
to release a new album.

The Cure joins a long list of 2024
band reunions, which so far in-
cludes Britpop icons Oasis, who
ended a 15-year hiatus, and Linkin
Park — now with a new singer,
Dead Sara’s Emily Armstrong —
who had not performed since the
2017 death of lead singer Chester
Bennington.

Kotb
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Snowmobiler who collided
with helo is awarded $3M

MA BOSTON—Thefeder-

al government was
mostly responsible for a nighttime
collision involving a snowmobiler
who nearly died after hitting a
Black Hawk helicopter that was
parked on a Massachusetts trail, a
judge ruled in awarding him $3.3
million in damages.

U.S. District Judge Mark Mas-
troianni blamed both parties for the
March 2019 crashinhisruling Mon-
day, but said the government was
60%responsible forparking the hel-
icopter on a snowmobile trail. He
criticized Jeff Smith for not operat-
ing the snowmobile safely, for
speeding and for wearing tinted
goggles.

Smith, a Massachusetts lawyer,
had asked for $9.5 millionin damag-
es to cover his medical expenses
and lost wages and to hold the mili-
tary responsible for the crash.

Smith’s lawyers argued that the
crew of the Black Hawk helicopter
that flew from New York’s Fort
Drum to Worthington, Mass., for
night training was negligent for
parking a camouflaged 64-foot air-
craft on a rarely used airfield also
used by snowmobilers.

Smith, who was airlifted toa trau-
ma center with a dozen brokenribs,
a punctured lung and severe inter-
nal bleeding, has been surviving on
disability assistance. The 48-year-
old struggles with simple tasks.

Passenger, horse killed in
quick series of crashes

c NORCO — The passen-

ger in a car was killed
when a horse smashed through the
windshield during a series of crash-
es on a Southern California inter-
state over the weekend, authorities
said.

The first collision occurred about
2 a.m. Sunday when a Toyota Taco-
ma towing a horse trailer veered to
the right and struck a guardrail on
northbound Interstate 15 near Nor-
co, according to the California
Highway Patrol.

Thetrailer splitopen, sending the
horse onto the freeway. Then a
semitractor-trailer smashed into
the horse trailer.

The horse made it to the median
butthentried tocrosstheinterstate,
whenitwas clipped by ablack Hon-
da Accord, highway patrol Officer
Javier Navarro told the Southern
California News Group.

Next, a gray Honda Accord
struck the horse, which smashed
through the car’s windshield, Na-
varro said. The passenger, a 25-
year-old man in the front seat, was
killed. The horse also died.

State senator’s arrest s
his second in 2 months

CHARLESTON — A

West Virginia state
lawmaker who was arrested last
month is facing new charges after
police say they suspect he was driv-
ing under the influence, news out-
lets reported.

Seeing what’s in store

Pedestrians in Chicago’s famed Loop walk past a window display at Macy’s department store during a light rain on Tuesday.

Police pulled over Republican
Sen. Mike Maroney, 56, on Monday
for several alleged traffic offenses,
the Wheeling News-Register
reported. Following a roadside in-
vestigation, Maroney was arrested
onsuspicion of driving underthein-
fluence, McMechen Police Chief
Robert Shilling told the newspaper.

Maroney is charged with three
misdemeanors: control of a vehicle
under the influence, no registration
and expired registration. He has
served in the state senate since
2016.

Maroney has only a few months
left to serve in his second four-year
term. He was defeated in the May
primary.

In August, Maroney was stripped
of his position as chair of the state
Senate Health and Human Re-
sources Committee after being
charged with indecent exposure
and disorderly conduct. Maroney
was arrested on the two misdemea-
nor charges after an Aug. 4 episode
at Gumby’s Cigarette & Beer World
in Glen Dale.

‘Authentic self video gets
ex-COVID adviser fired

NEW YORK — A for-

mer New York City offi-
cial who helped coordinate the
city’sresponse to the pandemic was
fired from his private-sector job af-
ter a recording showed him talking
about attending a sex party and oth-
er private gatherings when the city
was urging people to practice social
distancing.

Dr. Jay Varma was terminated
from his position as executive vice
president and chief medical officer
at SIGA Technologies, the New

York-based pharmaceutical com-
pany disclosed in a filing Monday
with the U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission.

Varma served as a senior public
healthadvisertothen-MayorBillde
Blasio from April 2020 to May 2021.
He regularly appeared with the
Democratic mayor at press brief-
ings discussing the city’s COVID-19
response.

A hidden-camera video posted
last week by podcaster Steven
Crowder shows Varma speaking
casually to a woman about attend-
ing gatherings even as he served as
a face of the city’s pandemic re-
sponse.

“I did all this deviant, sexual stuff
while I was on TV and people were
like, ‘Aren’t you afraid? Aren’t you
embarrassed?’ ” he said at one point
in the edited recording. “And I was
like, no, I really like being my au-
thentic self.”

Varma declined Tuesday to com-
ment on his firing, but acknowl-
edged the authenticity of the video
inastatementprovided by aspokes-
person.

Judge sides with Catholic
employers on protections

N BISMARCK —A feder-

al judge is allowing
more than 8,000 Catholic em-
ployers nationwide to reject gov-
ernment regulations that protect
workers seeking abortions and fer-
tility care.

U.S. District Judge Daniel Tray-
nor, of Bismarck, N.D., granted a
preliminary injunction Monday,
ruling that the Catholic Benefits As-
sociation and the Diocese of Bis-
marck were likely to succeed in

proving that a final rule adopted by
the Equal Employment Opportuni-
ty Commission in April violated
their freedom of religion. The regu-
lations are meant toenforce the fed-
eral Pregnant Workers Fairness
Act.

The Pregnant Workers Fairness
Act passed with widespread bipar-
tisan support in December 2022. It
was widely considered a victory for
women who are low-wage workers
and have routinely been denied ac-
commodations for everything from
time off for medical appointments
tothe ability tositorstand onthejob.
But controversy ensued when the
EEOC adopted an expansive view
of conditions related to pregnancy
and childbirth that required ac-
commodations, including for abor-
tion, fertility treatment and birth
control.

Court: Man can sue state
over solitary confinement

P PHILADELPHIA — A

man who spent 26 years
in solitary confinement despite a
history of mental illness can sue
Pennsylvania prison officials for al-
leged cruel and unusual punish-
ment,aU.S.appealscourtsaidinre-
viving the man’s lawsuit.

Roy Lee Williams spentnearly all
of his time alone from 1993 until
2019, when a legal settlement led
the state to end the practice of rou-
tinely housing death-row inmates
in solitary confinement.

Williams had been sentenced to
death for Kkilling a construction
worker in Philadelphia in 1988. An
Associated Press story on the 1992
trial reported that Williams, who is
Black, had said he wanted to kill a

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

white person because a white per-
son had put him in jail in a robbery
case.

He was sentenced to death row at
26. His mental health problems
date back to atleast age 14, when he
was involuntarily committed to a
psychiatric facility amid suicidal
ideation, according to his lawsuit.
Prison officials knew of his history
of severe mental health and cogni-
tion problems at least by 1996, Se-
nior U.S. Circuit Judge Theodore
McKee wrote in the 2-1 ruling is-
sued Friday, which reversed a low-
er court ruling.

Williams remainsin custody, and
under a death sentence, in a state
prisonnear Philadelphia. Heis rep-
resented by the Pennsylvania Insti-
tutional Law Project, which has
filed anumber of similar suits alleg-
ing undue harm from years of isola-
tion. Some lawsuits seek policy
changes, while Williams is seeking
money damages since he is nolong-
erin solitary confinement.

Democratic campaign
office damaged by gunfire

TEMPE — Someone
fired shots at a Demo-
cratic Party campaign office in a
Phoenix suburb, causing damage
but no injuries, authorities said.
Tempe police said the damage
was discovered early Monday and it
is being investigated as a property
crime since nobody wasin the office
at the time the gunshots were fired.
Police also said rounds from a
pellet or BB gun were shot at the
same office a week before, the Ari-
zona Republic reported.

From The Associated Press
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ACROSS DOWN 27 Fallon

1 Dugout item 1 “Troy” actor Eric predecessor
4 “Toodle-oo!” 2 Help a hood 28 Brewer’s Kiln
8 “Today” 3 Mexican snack 29 Pampering,
co-host Kotb 4 Cultivated for short

12 Lawyers’ org. the soil 32 Biting

13 Apple on adesk 5 Gather 33 Piglike

14 Spoken 6 Tic- — -toe mammal
150hpker, €9 7 Paint solvent 35 “Houdini”
17 Wrinkled fruit 8 Keep after singer Lipa

18 Coral structures
19 Sunbather’s goal
21 DDE'’s opponent
22 “JFK” actor Gary
26 Sun block?
29 Blaster’s need
30 Undivided
31 Carrots’ mates
32 Pub pint
33 Youngsters
34 Reply (Abbr.)
35Roman 700
36 Curses
37 “Amen to that!”
39Zing
40 Rowing need
41 Van Gogh
painting
45 Crummy joint
48 Cycling contest
50 Malaria symptom
51 “Cold As Ever”
rapper
52 School book
fair org.
53 Profs’ degrees
54 Swear
55 Cain, to Adam

9-27

9 Assoc.

10 Lentil dish

11 Actress
MacGraw

16 Actor Kinski

20 Flight stat

23 Armstrong’s
destination

24 Poker pot money

25 Legendary loch

26 Bookkeepers
(Abbr.)

36 French caps

38 Boxing ring
border

39 — Peak

42 Easy targets

43 Outside
(Pref.)

44 Penn or Astin

45 Fist bump

46 “Yecch!’

47 Wet dirt

49 Hosp. section
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: YES, THAT GUY DOES
INDEED HAIL FROM A LARGE CITY SOUTH OF
MILAN. HE’S THE GENOAN ARTICLE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals S
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Beetle Bailey

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A CROSS-SPECIES
DOG COMES FROM SUPERIOR STOCK, I THINK
IT’S UNDOUBTEDLY A HIGHBRED HYBRID.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals F
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OPINION

Putin’s military barbarism tests US credibility

By GEORGE F. WiLL
The Washington Post

“We have now at last got far enough ahead
ofbarbarismto control it, and to avert it, if on-
ly we realize what is afoot and make up our
mindsin goodtime.”

— Winston Churchill, 1938 radio

broadcast to the United States

arbarism is on the ballot this year.

About Ukraine’s future, as about

everything important, Vice Presi-

dent Kamala Harris is largely un-

informative, and perhaps uninformed. Even

worse, the Trump-Vance ticket is why Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin’s supporters

— such as Hungary’s authoritarian Prime

Minister Viktor Orban (Donald Trump

swoons about his being “strong,” a weak per-

son’s adjective of admiration) — eagerly

await Nov. S, U.S. Election Day. And then
winter.

Winter rescued Russia from Napoleon’s
aggression, and, 129 years later, from Hit-
ler’s. Eighty-three years after that, Putin ex-
pects winter to help his aggression succeed.
Hence, whenhisbarbarian militaryisnottar-
geting a children’s hospital, a nursing home
or civilians’ apartments, it is degrading ener-
gy sources, the life-sustaining infrastructure
of modern nations. Ukrainians are scaveng-
ingbatteries from scrapped Teslas for winter
power.

Zoltan Barany, a University of Texas politi-
cal scientist, writes in the Journal of Democ-
racy that Russia’s military “is a quintessen-
tial reflection of the state that created it”: cor-
rupt (a Russian prosecutor “admitted that
about afifth of the Defense Ministry’s budget
was stolen; other officials said that it could be
as high as two-fifths”), brutal, hyper-central-
ized and institutionally stupid because it is

hostile to debate. And until Feb. 24, 2022, in-
experienced: Its engagements in Georgia
(where Russian officers had to borrow war
correspondents’ cellphones to reach troops),
Crimea and Syria were “against feeble ad-
versaries and said zero about how Russian
forces would perform in a conventional land
war against a resolute, well-armed enemy.”
Furthermore, “The 2018 decision to revive
the post of zampolit (political officer) in units
as small as infantry companies harks back to
the Sovieteraandsignalsthat the state doubts
its soldiers’ loyalty.”

Sen. JD Vance, the Metternich from Mid-
dletown, Ohio, says Ukraine does not have an
“achievable objective.” Ukraine’s objective
istothwart Putin’s, whichisto erase Ukraine.
Thelogicof Vance’s diagnosisistostopresist-
ing Putin.

This presidential campaign features the
least discussion of national security since the
nation’s 1990s, post-Cold War holiday from
history. Perhaps even since 1936. This, even
though the variety and totality of threatsisthe
worst since 194S.

Onecandidate seems unaware thatitismo-
mentous for a powerful nation to lose a war.
Even, perhaps especially, a proxy war, in
whichthe mostserioussacrifices—oflives—
are done by others. The former commander
in chief will not say it is vital for Ukraine to
prevail.

Imagine what our watching enemies will
conclude if U.S. policy, particularly regard-
ing permission for Ukraine to strike military
targets deep in Russia, continues to be timid,
tentative and subject to minute presidential
calibrations akin to those Lyndon B. Johnson
made when personally approving bombing
targetsin Vietnam.

This timidity exists, even though support

for Ukraine is not politically risky. The num-
ber of Republican senators and representa-
tives who, deviating from Trump, robustly
support U.S.aid to Ukraine,and who this year
lostin primaries, is zero.

InFrancein1917, U.S. Gen. John Pershing
reportedly told Prime Minister Georges Cle-
menceau: “We are here to fight and be killed.
Do with us as you will, without counting.”
Many wars later, no U.S. leader would talk
like that— or need to, regarding Ukraine.

Today, U.S. credibility, the coin that pur-
chases deterrence, depends on the success of
Ukraine, which doesthe dying. U.S. “sacrific-
es” are merely material and negligible as a
portion of gross domestic product. They do
not noticeably subtract from government’s
domestic spending because the govern-
ment’s incontinent borrowing has long-since
severed the connection betweenrevenue and
outlays.

So, if U.S. “sacrifices” are deemed too ex-
cruciating to be justified by the goal of pre-
venting the destruction of the geographically
largest nation entirely in Europe, we will
have earned from Russiaandits friends (Chi-
na, Iran, North Korea) what makes enemies
doubly dangerous: contempt.

If Putin succeeds, historians generations
hence might designate Russia’s war against
Ukraine—asthey did, after World War I1, the
Spanish Civil War (1936-39) — the “great re-
hearsal”: abloody prologue toablood-soaked
aftermath. The politician and novelist John
Buchan, Churchill’s contemporary, said:
“Youthink thatawall as solid asthe earth sep-
arates civilization from barbarism. I tell you
the division is a thread, a sheet of glass.” We
have been warned, redundantly, by wise
leaders and past events, and the sound of
cracking glass.

Vance’s health care idea: Bad politics,

By RAMESH PONNURU
Special to The Washington Post

D Vance says he wants “more choice

in our health-care system.” Progres-

sives warn that what he really has in

mind would make health insurance
more expensive and less accessible for people
who are poor and sick.

His idea has some positive potential,
though, at least if it were implemented the
right way.

Vance suggests thatif the government were
to allow young and healthy people to buy pol-
icies designed for their risk profiles, they
would have lower premiums and more of
them would have coverage. The counterargu-
ment is that people with low risks will drop
more extensive plans for the cheaper ones,
leaving those policies covering a sicker popu-
lation and charging higher premiums. Premi-
um hikes could start a vicious cycle, making
the more comprehensive policies even less at-
tractive to low-risk customers. In the worst-
case scenario, the market forindividually pur-
chased insurance would fall apart.

Yet catastrophic predictions about the ef-
fects of relaxing rules on health insurance
have a poor track record. The Affordable Care
Act,aka Obamacare,included afine on people
who did not buy insurance, mainly to prevent
any unraveling of the market. Experts on the
left and the right thought that without this
mandate, the ranks of the insured would drop
by 13 million. Markets survived when Repu-
blicans in 2017 voted to set the fine at zero dol-
lars beginning in 2019, though. The number of

people with insurance has risen since then.

There were similar warnings when the
Trump administration allowed people to buy
renewable short-term insurance that avoids
some of the ACA’s regulations. The doom-
sayers seem to have been wrong about that,
too: These plans reduced premiums and in-
creased coverage.

Deregulating also wouldn’t have to mean
going all the way back to the way things were
before the ACA, when people with preexisting
conditions and no insurance often languished
in underfunded high-risk pools run by the
states. Much of the point of letting healthy peo-
ple buy affordable insurance is to persuade
them to buy insurance before they get sick.
People who had kept their coverage and then
got sick could still be protected from being cut
off or charged higher premiums. That’s the
policy Republicans embraced the last time
they tried to replace Obamacare.

Maintaining continuous coverage would al-
so be easier than it was pre-ACA, since that
law both expanded Medicaid and created tax
credits for people who weren’t covered by
Medicare, Medicaid or an employer plan. Be-
causeofthese changesinhealthinsurance, the
demand for government-funded high-risk
pools should be more manageable.

Infact, we already have risk pools with sub-
stantial federal funding. As Obamacare has
evolved, that’s the functionitsexchanges have
performed. The vast majority of participants
are receiving federal subsidies that increase
when their premiums do. There are not alot of
low-risk, unsubsidized participants who

reasonable policy

would be tempted by cheap, unsubsidized in-
surance. Ifany left and premiumsrose, higher
subsidies would protect those who remained.

Toalarge extent, you’d just be changing the
way we pay toinsure people with chronic con-
ditions. More of the cost would be paid by tax-
payers in general and less by young and
healthy people who choose to buy insurance
on the individual market. And the money
would be routed through the beneficiaries to
the insurance companies, rather than the oth-
er way around.

That’s the theory, anyway. We’d have to see
specific legislation to get a better sense of the
prosand consof Vance’sideas. But we may not
get the chance. Congressional Republicans
have little appetite for reopening Obamacare,
which is why they have mostly stayed silent
since Vance spoke. (As has Donald Trump.)

If Trump wins in November, his adminis-
tration would probably again enforce regula-
tions with a light hand. Trump would almost
certainly fail, though, if he tried to adjust the
ACA’s protections for people with preexisting
conditions, which is why he is unlikely to try.

Which leaves open why Vance mentioned
the possibility. My guess is that having spent
more time thinking about health policy than
most Republican officials, he couldn’t let the
question go unanswered and then kept de-
fendinghis position—even thoughit’s only go-
ing to bring him political trouble.

Ramesh Ponnuru, a contributing columnist for The Washington
Post, is the editor of National Review and a fellow at the
American Enterprise Institute.
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SCOREBOARD/NBA

PRO FOOTBALL COLLEGE FOOTBALL

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 3 0 01.000 112 48
N.Y. Jets 2 1 0 .667 67 52
Miami 1 2 0 333 33 72
New England 1 2 0 .333 39 57
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Houston 2 1 0 .667 55 74
Indianapolis 1 2 0 .333 58 61
Jacksonville 0 3 0 .000 40 85
Tennessee 0 3 0 .000 48 78
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 3 0 01.000 51 26
Baltimore 1 2 0 333 71 78
Cleveland 1 2 0 333 50 67
Cincinnati 0 3 0 .000 68 80
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 3 0 01.000 75 62
L.A. Chargers 2 1 0 .667 58 33
Denver 1 2 0 333 52 46
Las Vegas 1 2 0 .333 58 81
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 2 1 0 .667 70 63
Washington 2 1 0 .667 79 88
Dallas 1 2 0 333 77 89
N.Y. Giants 1 2 0 333 45 64
South
W L T Pct PF PA
New Orleans 2 1 0 .667 103 44
Tampa Bay 2 1 0 .667 64 62
Atlanta 1 2 0 333 49 61
Carolina 1 2 0 333 49 95
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 3 0 01.000 8 30
Detroit 2 1 0 .667 62 53
Green Bay 2 1 0 .667 75 58
Chicago 1 2 0 .333 53 57
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Seattle 3 0 01000 73 43
Arizona 1 2 0 .333 8 64
L.A. Rams 1 2 0 .333 57 91
San Francisco 1 2 0 333 73 69
Thursday, Sept. 19

N.Y. Jets 24, New England 3
Sunday, Sept. 22

Denver 26, Tampa Bay 7

Green Bay 30, Tennessee 14
Indianapolis 21, Chicago 16
Minnesota 34, Houston 7

N.Y. Giants 21, Cleveland 15
Philadelphia 15, New Orleans 12
Pittsburgh 20, L.A. Chargers 10
Carolina 36, Las Vegas 22
Seattle 24, Miami 3

Baltimore’ 28, Dallas 25

Detroit 20, Arizona 13

L.A. Rams 27, San Francisco 24
Kansas City 22, Atlanta 17

Monday, Sept. 23

Buffalo 47, Jacksonville 10
Washington 38, Cincinnati 33

Thursday’s game
Dallas at N.Y. Giants
Sunday’s games

Cincinnati at Carolina
Denver at N.Y. Jets
Jacksonville at Houston

L.A. Rams at Chicago
Minnesota at Green Bay
New Orleans at Atlanta
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay
Pittsburgh at Indianapolis
New England at San Francisco
Washington at Arizona
Cleveland at Las Vegas
Kansas City at L.A. Chargers
Buffalo at Baltimore

Monday’s games

Tennessee at Miami
Seattle at Detroit

Thursday, Oct. 3
Tampa Bay at Atlanta
Sunday, Oct. 6

N.Y. Jets at Minnesota
Baltimore at Cincinnati
Buffalo at Houston
Carolina at Chicago
Cleveland at Washington
Indianapolis at Jacksonville
Miami at New England
Arizona at San Francisco
Las Vegas at Denver
Green Bay at L.A. Rams
N.Y. Giants at Seattle
Dallas at Pittsburgh

Schedule

Thursday’s game
EAST

Army (3-0) at Temple (1-3)
Friday’s games
EAST

Washington (3-1) at Rutgers (3-0)
SOUTH
Virginia Tech (2-2) at Miami (4-0)
Saturday’s games
EAST

W. Kentucky (3-1) at Boston College

Harvard (1-0) at Brown (1-0)
Bucknell (2-2) at Lehigh (3-1)

ayton (2-1) at Marist (0-3)

alo (3-1) at Uconn (2-2)
Holy Cross (1-3) at Syracuse (2-1)
Columbia (1-0) at Georgetown (2-2)
Frostburg St. (0-0) at Mercyhurst (1-3)
Colgate (1-3) at Penn (0-1)
Dartmouth (1-0) at Merrimack (1-3)
Fordham (0-4) at Monmouth (NJ) (2-2)
Yale (1-0) at Cornell (0-1)
Howard (2-2) at Princeton (0-1)
Sacred Heart (2-2) at Delaware (3-0)
W. Michigan (1-2) at Marshall (1-2)
Maine (2-2) at Albany (NY) (1-2)
Morgan St. (2-2) at Stony Brook (3-1)
LIU Brooklyn (0-4) at Villanova (3-1)
lllinois (4-0) at Penn St. (3-0)

SOUTH

NavP/ (3-0) at UAB (1-2)
N. Illinois (2-1) at NC State (2-2)
South Florida (2-2) at Tulane (2-2)
Kentucky (2-2) at Mississippi (4-0)
Valf)aralso (2-2) at Morehead St. (2-2)
Ball St. (1-2) at James Madison (3-0)
Mercer (4-0) at Wofford (2-1)
ETSU (2-2) at The Citadel (2-2)
S. Utah (1-3) at Austin Peay (1-3)
Richmond (2-2) at Elon (1-3)
Delaware St. (1-3) at Campbell (1-3)
Robert Morris (2-2) at E. Kentucky (2-2)
(1Nzgrth Alabama (0-5) at West Georgia
Samford (1-2) at Furman (1-3)
Alabama St. (1-2) at Beth.-Cook. (0-4)
Norfolk St. (2-3) vs.NC Central (2-2) at In-
dianapolis
2Gleorgla Southern (2-2) at Georgia St.

Liberty (4-0) at Appalachian St. (2-2)

Louisiana-Lafayette (2-1) at Wake For-
est (1-2)

Oklahoma (3-1) at Auburn (2-2)

Colorado (3-1) at UCF (3-0)

Tenn. Tech (1-2) at Gardner-Webb (1-3)

UTSA (2-2) at East Carolina (2-2)

North Carolina (3-1) at Duke (4-0)

Wagner (2-2) at FAU (1-3)

Hampton (3-1) at William & Mary (3-1)

NC A&T (1-3) at SC State (1-2)

Louisiana Tech (1-2) at FIU (1-3)

Alabama A&M (2-2) at Florida A&M (2-2)
stc&agl)eston Southern (1-2) at Tennessee

UT Martin (1-3) at Kennesaw St. (0-3)

Davidson (2-1) at Presbyterian (2-2)

Alcorn St. (1-3) at MVSU (0-4)

Louisiana-Monroe (2-1) at Troy (1-3)

Grambling St. (3-1) vs. Prairie View (1-3)
at Dallas

Portland St. (0-3) at Chattanooga (0-3)

Stanford (2-1) at Clemson (2-1)
(3l\il;ddle Tennessee (1-3) at Memphis

Georgia (3-0) at Alabama (3-0)

South Alabama (2-2) at LSU (3-1)

MIDWEST

Maryland (3-1) at Indiana (4-0)
Oklahoma St. (3-1) at Kansas St. (3-1)
Nebraska (3-1) at Purdue (1-2)
Minnesota (2-2) at Michigan (3-1)
Va. Lynchburg (0-3) at Butler (3-0)
San Diego (2-1) at Drake (1-1)

(1I-£uston Christian (1-3) at Indlana St.
Murray St. (1-2) at North Dakota (3-1)

S. lllinois (2-2) at South Dakota (2-1)
Youngstown St. (1-3) at Missouri St. (2-2)
Lindenwood (Mo.) (1-3) atE. lllinois (1-3)
N. Dakota St. (3- 1) at lllinois St. (3-1)
Akron (1-3) at Ohio (2-2)

(zsza;n Diego St. (1-2) at Cent. Michigan
Louisville (3-0) at Notre Dame (3-1)
Umass (1-3) at Miami (Ohio) (0-3)

E. Michigan (3-1) at Kent St. (0-4)
TCU (2-2) at Kansas (1-3)
Northwestern St. (0-4) at SE Missouri

-1
( Ozl)d Dominion (0-3) at Bowling Green
1-
Ohio St. (3-0) at Michigan St. (3-1)
McKendree (0-0) at W. Illinois (0-3)
SOUTHWEST

BYU (4-0) at Baylor (2-2)

Sam Houston St. (3-1) vs. Texas State
(2-1) at Houston

Texas A&M (3-1) vs. Arkansas (3-1) at Ar-
lington, Texas

Mississippi St. (1-3) at Texas (4-0)

Charlotte (1-3) at Rice (1-3)

Jackson St. (2-2) at Texas Southern (1-2)

SE Louisiana (1-3) at Tarleton St. (3-1)

Lamar (3-1) at Cent. Arkansas (3-1)

lowa St. (3-0) at Houston (1-3)

Tulsa (2-2) at North Texas (3-1)

Cincinnati (3-1) at Texas Tech (3-1)

Florida St. (1-3) at SMU (3-1)

FAR WEST

Cal Poly (1-2) at N. Colorado (0-4)
Fresno St. (3-1) at UNLV (3-0)

Wisconsin (2-1) at Southern Cal (2-1)
Sacramento St. (2-2) at N. Arizona (2-2)
Montana St. (4-0) at Idaho St. (2-2)

Air Force (1-2) at Wyoming (0-4)
Montana (3-1) at E. Washington (1-3)
New Mexico (0-4) at New Mexico St. (1-3)
McNeese St. (3-2) at Weber St. (2-2)
Abilene Christian (2-2) at Utah Tech (0-4)
Idaho (3-1) at UC Davis (3-1)
Washington St. (4-0) at Boise St. (2-1)
Arizona (2-1) at Utah (4-0)

Oregon (3-0) at UCLA (1-2)

Wednesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Reinstated
LF Steven Kwan from the 10-day IL. Op-
tioned CF Myles Straw to Columbus (IL).

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Reinstated RHP
Michael Lorenzen from the 15-day IL. Op-
tioned RHP Steven Cruz to Omabha (IL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Reinstated RHP
Justin Topa from the 60-day IL. Recalled
RHP Jorge Alcala and INF/OF Austin Mar-
tin. Optioned LHP Brent Headrick to St.
Paul (IL). Placed OF Matt Wallner on the 10-
day IL. Designated LHP Cole Irvin for as-
signment.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Placed LHP Nel-
son Cortes on the 15-day IL, retroactive to
Sept. 22. Recalled RHP Cody Poteet from
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL).

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Sent RHP Bran-
don Bielak outright to Las Vegas (PCL).

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Recalled RHP
Brett de Geus from Buffalo (IL). Optioned
RIHPTommy Nance to spring training com-
plex.

National League

CHICAGO CUBS — Recalled OF Kevin Al-
cantara from lowa (IL). Optioned INF Miles
Mastrobuoni to spring training complex.

MIAMI MARLINS — Sent OF Cristian
Pache outright to Jacksonville (IL).

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Released CF Mi-
chael A. Taylor and 1B Rowdy Tellez.

ST.LOUIS CARDINALS — Placed LHP JoJo
Romero on the 15-day IL, retroactive to
Sept. 22. Recalled RHP Chris Roycroft from
Memphis (IL),

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CHARLOTTE HORNETS — Waived G Rae-
Quan Battle.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS — Waived F Philip
Alston.

SACRAMENTO KINGS — Waived Gs Dex-
ter Dennis and Justin Powell.

TORONTO RAPTORS — Waived G Kenne-
dy Chandler.

UTAH JAZZ — Waived G Dane Goodwin.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed DL Na-
quan Jones to the active roster from Mia-
mi’s practice sguad. Placed DL Justin
Jones on injured reserve. Re-signed OL
Austen Pleasants to the practice squad.
Placed OL Jackson Barton on the practice
squad injured list.

'CAROLINA PANTHERS — Singed WR Sam
Pinckney to the practice squad.

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed DB Ameer
Speed to the practice squad. Released DB
Ro Torrence.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed T Ger-
main Ifedi to the active roster from the
practice squad. Placed G Wyatt Teller on
injured reserve. Signed Ts Sebastian Gu-
tierrezand Ricky Lee and DE Elerson Smith
to the practice squad. Released LB Luiji Vi-
lain from the practice squad.

DENVERBRONCOS — Signed RBTyler Ba-
die to the active roster. Signed LB Kwon
Alexander and LB Zach Cunninghamto the
practice squad.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Signed OT Got-
tlieb Ayedze to the practice squad.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Placed S
Derwin James on the suspended list.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Placed LB
Ja’Whaun Bentley on injured reserve.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Placed C Erik
McCoy on injured reserve. Promoted OL
Shane Lemieux from the practice squad to
the active roster. Signed OL Chris Reed to
the practice squad. .

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed LB Ty Sum-
mer to the active roster. Signed FB Jakob
Johnson to the practice squad.

NEW YORK JETS — Released DB Jaylen
Key from the practice squad. Signed DB Ja-
len Mills to the practice squad.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed CB C.J.
Henderson to the practice squad.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed DT Sha-
kel Brown to the practice squad.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

SEATTLE SOUNDERS — Singed D Jackson
Ragen to a three-year contract.

PRO BASKETBALL

WNBA playoffs

(x-if necessary)
First Round
Best of three
No. 1 New York 2, No. 8 Atlanta 0
New York 83, Atlanta 69
New York 91, Atlanta 82
No. 2 Minnesota 2, No. 7 Phoenix 0
Minnesota 102, Phoenix 95
Wednesday: Minnesota 101, Phoenix 88
No. 3 Connecticut 2, No. 6 indiana 0
Connecticut 93, Indiana 69
Wednesday: Connecticut 87, Indiana 81
No. 4 Las Vegas 2, No. 5 Seattle 0
Las Vegas 78, Seattle 67
Las Vegas 83, Seattle 76
Semifinals
Best of five
New York vs. Las Vegas
Sunday: at New York
Tuesday: at New York
Friday, Oct. 4: at Las Vegas
x-Sunday, Oct. 6: at Las Vegas
x-Tuesday, Oct. 8: at New York

Minnesota vs. Connecticut

Sunday: at Minnesota

Tuesday: at Minnesota

Friday, Oct. 4: at Connecticut
-Sun&ay, Oct. 6: at Connecticut

x-Tuesday, Oct. 8: at Minnesota

PRO SOCCER

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Inter MiamiCF 19 4 7 64 68 44
Cincinnati 17 8 5 56 52 39
Columbus 16 5 8 56 58 31
New York 10 6 14 44 47 39
Orlando City 12 11 7 43 50 45
Charlotte FC 11 11 8 41 36 33
NYCFC 11 11 8 41 43 43
Toronto FC 11 17 3 36 38 55
Philadelphia 912 9 36 57 47
CF Montréal 8 12 10 34 41 61
Atlanta 8 13 9 33 40 44
Nashville 8 13 9 33 31 46
D.C. United 8 13 9 33 44 61
Chicago 716 8 29 36 54
New England 8 17 4 28 32 60

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
LA Galaxy 17 7 7 58 63 46
Real SaltLake 14 7 9 51 60 45
Colorado 15 10 5 50 58 50
LAFC 14 8 7 49 52 40
Houston 13 8 9 48 43 33
Seattle 13 9 8 47 45 34
Vancouver 13 9 7 46 49 40
Portland 12 10 8 44 63 53
Minnesota 12 12 6 42 50 48
FC Dallas 10 13 7 37 49 49
Austin FC 9 13 8 35 32 42
Sporting KC 8 16 7 31 49 58
St Louis City 6 11 13 31 43 57
San Jose 522 3 18 37 69

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

Los Angeles FC at Cincinnati
Columbus at D.C. United
Charlotte FC at Miami

San Jose at CF Montréal
Nashville at New England
New York City FC at New York
Atlanta at Philadelphia

Real Salt Lake at Austin FC
Toronto FC at Chicago
Orlando City at FC Dallas
Colorado at Minnesota
Sporting Kansas City at St Louis City
Portland at Vancouver
Houston at Seattle

Wednesday, Oct. 2

CF Montréal at Atlanta
Chicago at Charlotte FC
Cincinnati at New York City FC
Philadelphia at Orlando City
New York at Toronto FC

Miami at Columbus

New England at Houston

D.C. United at Nashville

LA Galaxy at Colorado
Minnesota at Real Salt Lake
St Louis City at Los Angeles FC
Austin FC at Portland

FC Dallas at San Jose

Seattle at Vancouver

Saturday, Oct. 5

Minnesota at Vancouver
New York at Atlanta

CF Montréal at Charlotte FC
Orlando City at Cincinnati
Philadelphia at Columbus
D.C. United at New England
Miami at Toronto FC

Los Angeles FC at Sporting Kansas City
Houston at St Louis City
Seattle at Colorado

Austin FC at LA Galaxy

Real Salt Lake at San Jose

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Orlando 15 0 6 51 37 12
Washington 14 5 2 44 42 24
Gotham FC 13 4 4 43 26 16
Kansas City 12 3 6 42 46 28
North Carolina 10 9 2 32 28 23
Chicago 9 10 2 29 27 28
Portland 8 9 4 28 31 30
Louisville 6 8 7 25 30 29
Bay FC 812 1 25 25 33
Angel City 6 11 4 22 25 35
Seattle 511 5 20 23 35
San Diego 410 7 19 17 26
Houston 412 5 17 14 32
UtahRoyalsFC 4 14 3 15 14 34

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Monday’s game
Portland 2, Angel City 2, tie
Friday’s game
Washington at Angel City
Saturday’s games

Gotham FC at Kansas City
Louisville at Utah Royals FC
Houston at Orlando
Portland at San Diego

Sunday’s games

Bay FC at Seattle
North Carolina at Chicago

[N

NeLL ReEpmoND/AP
Derrick Rose, who played in 24

games with the Grizzlies last
season, announced he’s retiring.

is retiring
By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press

Derrick Rose’s last act as an
NBA player came in the form of a
letter to the game of basketball,
addressing the highs and lows that
he experienced over a 16-year pro
career.

And with that, his career ended
on his terms.

Rose, the No. 1 overall pick in
the 2008 NBA draft by his home-
town Chicago Bulls and the
league’s MVP in 2011, announced
his retirement Thursday. He was,
and still is, the youngest MVP win-
ner in NBA history, claiming that
award when he was just 22.

“You believed in me through
the highs and lows, my constant
when everything else seemed un-
certain,” Rose wrote as part of his
letter to the game, serving as his
retirement announcement. He
posted the letter online, as well as
taking out full-page newspaper
advertisements in each of the ci-
ties where he played in his NBA
years.

“You told me it’s okay to say
goodbye, reassuring me that you’ll
always be a part of me, no matter
where life takes me,” he wrote.

Rose was the league’s rookie of
the year in 2008-09 for the Bulls,
was the league’s MVP two seasons
later and was an All-Star selection
in three of his first four seasons. A
major knee injury during the 2012
playoffs forced him to miss almost
two full seasons and he contem-
plated stepping away from the
game several times following oth-
er injury issues, but always found
ways to get back onto the floor.

Bulls owner Jerry Reinsdorf
said Rose “represents the grit, re-
silience and heart” of Chicago.

“He’s one of the toughest and
most determined athletes I've ev-
er been around, constantly fight-
ing through adversity that would
have broken most,” Reinsdorf
said. “Watching him grow from a
Chicago Public League star to be-
coming the youngest MVP in NBA
history as a Bull has been nothing
short of an honor.”
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AUTO RACING/NFL

Alex Bowman, top left, leads the field at the start of the NASCAR Cup Series race last Saturday in Bristol,
Tenn. Bowman advanced in the playoffs even as there were doubts about his future.

Some drivers iffy to make
playoffs still in contention

By JENNA FRYER
Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C— Alex
Bowman opened NASCAR’s
playoffs on defense — not of his
style of driving, but of his status in
the seat of the No. 48 Chevrolet at
Hendrick Motorsports.

The first playoff race was just
days away and Bowman spent an
entire afternoon insisting rumors
he’d be out of the car next season
were untrue.

“That rumor has certainly been
annoying,” Bowman said. “All I
can tell you is like what my bosses
have told me, and that is that there
areno planstochange anything. As
farasIknow,I’'m driving the No.48
nextyear. Just focused on trying to
be strong the next 10 weeks.”

Despite the assurances from
Hendrick Motorsports and a con-
tract that runs through next sea-
son, Bowman still had doubters.
Then he finished fifth in the playoff
opener at Atlanta Motor Speed-
way, moved into the top 10 in
points, and received a public en-
dorsement from Rick Hendrick.

“The team is really happy, the
sponsor is really happy, so we’re
goodtogo,” said Hendrick, whoan-
swered “yes” when asked if Bow-
man would “unequivocally” be in
the HMS lineup next year.

That sentiment was backed by
Andrea Brimmer, chief marketing
officer of Bowman sponsor Ally,
who reposted Hendrick’s quote on
social media “To all the doubters.”
She added an emoji that intimates
“be quiet.”

Bowman was then 18th at Wat-
kins Glen and ninth Saturday night
at Bristol Motor Speedway, where
he started on the pole and ad-
vancedinto the second round of the
playoffs. His 120 points scored in
the three races was the most
among the 16 drivers, and unlike
former Cup champions Brad Kese-

lowski and Martin Truex Jr., Bow-
man avoided playoff elimination.

The reseeding process has him
ranked 11th out of 12 drivers and
below the cutline as NASCAR
heads to Kansas Speedway for
Sunday’s second-round opening
race.

“We did what we needed the
whole first round of the playoffs,
but also we want to be better and
continue that through the next
round,” said Bowman, who doesn’t
think the speculation about his fu-
ture will stop.

“They’ll keep talking. I’'m not
worried about it,” he said.

Thetalk seems pointless as Bow-
man has turned his season around
and is one of a handful of surprise
drivers to advance into the second
round. Although Ty Gibbs and
Harrison Burton were not consi-
dered title contenders and their
elimination was not shocking, the
departure of Keselowski and
Truex opened up slots to otherwise
overlooked drivers.

The field is led into Kansas by
Kyle Larson, who obliterated the
competition at Bristol by leading
all but 38 of the S00 laps and win-
ning by more than 7 seconds. Then
there’s Christopher Bell, a final
four participant the last two sea-
sons, regular season champion
Tyler Reddick, William Byron and
defending Cup champion Ryan
Blaney.

The surprises are Bowman,
Chase Briscoe, Austin Cindric and
Daniel Suarez — any of whom
could have been picked as first
round dropouts based on their sea-
son-long performance.

Stewart-Haas Racinghashardly
been competitive this seasonandis
closing three of its four teams in
November, yet Briscoe has surged
in his final months in the No. 14
Ford. He snatched the final spot in
the playoff field by winning the

WADE PAYNE/AP

regular season finale at Darling-
ton, then rallied from crashing at
Atlanta with finishes of sixth and
eighth in the next two races.

He dropped to last in the field
with the points reset before Kan-
sas, but he’s still a contender.

“I don’t think anybody believes
this, but I really think we can battle
for the championship,” Briscoe
said. “And I think these last two
weeks show that. We’re hitting our
stride at the right time, and with
this format, if you can just be good
for 10 weeks, then you can be a
champion.

“Ifeel like we’re as strong as any
team right now.”

Cindric made it through with
consistency, scoring back-to-back
10th-place finishes at Atlanta and
Watkins Glen, and then was 13th at
Bristol — enough to advance the
Team Penske driver.

“I don’t know what the average
finish is for the round, but two
top-10s and a 13th, that’s what we
need to do as ateam,” Cindric said.

Suarez, despite nearly winning
the opener at Atlanta, found him-
self in trouble at Bristol with a
Trackhouse Racing entry that
lacked the speed needed tobe com-
petitive. He struggled the entire
race and, with a 31st-place finish,
barely made it into the second
round.

But as soon as the race was over,
Suarez was already looking toward
the second round, which starts at
Kansas, then goes to Talladega Su-
perspeedway in Alabama, and the
hybrid road course at Charlotte
Motor Speedway.

“I think we’re going to be pretty
good. I'm really excited for Kan-
sas. I think we can be competitive
there,” Suarez said. “A super-
speedway, as we all know, any-
thing can happen. And a road
courseinthere,always putsasmile

onmy face.”

McKinney justifies
Packers’ invgstmgnt

Associated Press

GREENBAY, Wis.—Thisisjust
what Xavier McKinney anticipat-
ed when he joined the Green Bay
Packers.

Green Bay signed McKinney
away from the New York Giantsin
hopes he could upgrade a safety
position that ranked among the
Packers’ biggest weaknesses last
season. McKinney has responded
by intercepting passes in each of
the Packers’ first three games.

“I expected to do this,” McKin-
ney said Sunday after the Packers’
30-14 victory at Tennessee. “I
know where I want to get and what
I want to do and what I want to ac-
complish.”

McKinney’s fast start has exem-
plified the Packers’ opportunistic
defense under new coordinator
Jeff Hafley. The Packers (2-1) lead
the NFL with nine takeaways and
have already intercepted seven
passes, matching their 2023 sea-
son total.

They’ll try to keep it going Sun-
day when they host the NFC North-
leading Minnesota Vikings (3-0).

“We’re bonding, man, and we’re
building something special,”
McKinney said. “We’re trying to
make this year’s defense a special
group and right now, I think we’re
doing a great job of doing that.
We’re just going to keep trying to
improve and figure out where we
can take a step forward each
week.”

His presence hasenabled Green
Bay’s safety production to take a
giant leap. The Packers allowed
their top three safeties from last
season to depart, as Darnell Sav-
age signed with Jacksonville and
Jonathan Owens headed to Chica-
go while Rudy Ford remains a free
agent.

Green Bay believed it could up-
grade at safety by signing McKin-
ney toafour-year, $67 million deal.
The Packers also addressed the
position in the draft by selecting
Georgia’sJavon Bullard in the sec-
ond round and Oregon’s Evan Wil-
liams in the fourth.

McKinney has never reached a
Pro Bowl, but the 2020 second-
round pick from Alabama had
been productive with the New

Minnesota Vikings (3-0)
at Green Bay Packers (2-1)
AFN-Sports2
7 p.m. Sunday CET
2 a.m. Monday JKT

York Giants. He joined Tampa
Bay’s Jordan Whitehead as the on-
ly players to total at least 250 tack-
les, eightinterceptions and 25 pas-
ses defensed from 2021-23.

He’s taken his game up a level
since arriving in Green Bay.

In his first defensive series as a
Packer, McKinney picked off a
pass from Philadelphia’s Jalen
Hurtsandreturnedittothe Eagles’
19-yard line to set up a field goal.
One week later, McKinney inter-
cepted a pass from Indianapolis’
Anthony Richardson after the
Colts had reached Green Bay’s 30.

“He obviously is a ball magnet,”
cornerback Jaire Alexander said
after the Packers’ 16-10 victory
over the Colts.

McKinney picked off a third
pass Sunday against the Titans as
part of the Green Bay defense’s
eight-sack, three-takeaway per-
formance. He’s the only NFL
player with as many as three inter-
ceptions this season.

Hafley said McKinney’s contri-
butions have gone beyond those in-
terceptions. He praised the way
McKinney has guided the younger
safeties on this roster.

“He’s kind of being the captain
back there, the quarterback there
and he’s done a really nice job with
that,” Hafley said last week. “But
that’s exactly what I expected.
He’s a great football player.”

McKinney couldn’t have script-
ed a better start for himself.

“My coaches believe in me, my
teammates believe in me, and it’s
been special,” McKinney said.
“I’m going to keep doing what I do,
going out there and playing hard
forthem and doing everything that
I canto prove them right.”

Mike RoEMER/AP

Green Bay Packers safety Xavier McKinney celebrates intercepting a
pass against the Indianapolis Colts on Sunday. It was his third of the year.
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Hunt still looking

to prove himself
back with Chiefs

By DAVE SKRETTA
Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Kareem
Hunt never expected to walk
through the doors of the Kansas
City Chiefs practice facility again.

So when their erstwhile star
running back did last week, what
struck Hunt first was even more
unexpected.

“Honestly, my first thought was
the building smelled the same,” he
said Wednesday. “Brought back
SO many memories.”

Mostly good. Some bad, includ-
ing the way things ended six years
ago.

Hunt had become one of the
NFL’s premier players by his sec-
ond season in the league, and was
helping a team led for the first
time by Patrick Mahomes in pur-
suit of the playoffs. But in late No-
vember, video surfaced that
showed Hunt kicking a woman in
the hall of a Cleveland hotel. While
no charges were filed when she
stopped cooperating with author-
ities, the Chiefs swiftly and deci-
sively released him, putting
Hunt’s future as a professional
football player in peril.

“I was very young at the time —
23 —and had alot of success going
for me, and felt like I needed time
to figure myself out,” said Hunt,
who was signed by Kansas City
last week when Isiah Pacheco was
placed on injured reserve with a
knee injury.

“I felt like it was good for me to
do that,” he added. “I guess it
worked out.”

Hunt ultimately signed with the
Browns, served an eight-game
suspension for violating the NFL’s
personal-conduct policy and be-
came an important part of their
backfield. He ran for 2,285 yards
and five touchdowns over five
years.

After he was hampered for

=

Kansas City Chiefs (3-0)
at Los Angeles Chargers (2-1)
AFN-Sports2
10:25 p.m. Sunday CET
5:25 p.m Sunday JKT

much of last season by a sports
hernia, Hunt opted for offseason
surgery. He didn’t sign with a
team during the summer or train-
ing camp, so when the Chiefs lost
their second running back —
Clyde Edwards-Helaire was al-
ready on the non-football illness
list — they flew Hunt into town
and gave him a chance to prove he
still had it.

“You can see how hungry he is,”
said Mahomes, who remained
close to Hunt even after his re-
lease by Kansas City. “You come
in and you haven’t had training
camp and stuff like that, but he
pushed through. He took last week
like a mini training camp.”

Hunt spent last week working
with the scout team ahead of their
game Sunday night in Atlanta.

While the Chiefs have been hap-
py with the production of Carson
Steele, an undrafted rookie, and
journeyman Samaje Perine, they
also wanted some experienced
depth. Hunt checked that box.
And the fact that he already was
familiar with some of the play-
book, and its complex terminolo-
gy, allowed him to get up to speed
more quickly than most.

“Looks like he’s in pretty good
shape, so now the next step is get-
ting him into the game. He’ll rotate
in and we’ll see how he does,”
Chiefs coach Andy Reid said.

MaTT PATTERSON/AP

After five seasons with the Cleveland Browns, running back Kareem
Hunt is back with the Kansas City Chiefs, the team who drafted him.

’

RyaN Sun/AP

San Francisco 49ers defensive tackle Javon Hargrave sacks Los Angeles Rams quarterback Matthew
Stafford on Sept. 22 in Inglewood, Calif. Hargrave suffered a likely season-ending injury in a 27-24 loss.

49ers’ defense must fix its
problems without Hargrave

By Josa DuBow
Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — The
past two weeks have exposed
flaws on the San Francisco 49ers’
defense that typically aren’t an is-
sue for what has been one of the
league’s top units.

Fixing those problems will be
an even bigger challenge now that
star defensive tackle Javon Har-
grave is likely out for the rest of
the season after partially tearing
his triceps during Sunday’s loss to
the Los Angeles Rams.

During losses to Minnesota and
the Rams the past two weeks, San
Francisco has struggled to gener-
ate consistent pressure on the
quarterback, failed to slow down
the run game and been beaten for
two big plays over the top.

Itadds up to ateam thatis allow-
ing a staggering 6.11 yards per
play, which is the third-worst
mark in the NFL this season and
the fourth-worst in franchise his-
tory through three games.

“People are going to look at all
the bad stuff that we’re doing
when we are losing,” All-Pro line-
backer Fred Warner said. “It’s not
the standard that we have had
since I've been here. But I see the
things that are positive on tape
and we just need to clean up things
that are negative.”

They will have to do it without
Hargrave, who signed a four-year,
$81 million deal in 2023. He had an
up-and-down first season with the
Niners but was coming off one of
his better games, with his five
pressures against the Rams

New England Patriots (1-2)
at San Francisco 49ers (1-2)
AFN-Atlantic
10 p.m. Sunday CET
5 a.m. Monday JKT

matching his high from any regu-
lar-season game last season.

After cutting defensive tackle
Arik Armstead in a salary-cap
move in the offseason, the Niners
will likely go with two newcomers
at defensive tackle in Maliek Col-
lins and Jordan Elliott. Kevin Giv-
ens provides depth and San Fran-
cisco will likely promote another
defensive tackle from the practice
squad with T.Y. McGill the most
experienced option.

“It’s just a group effort,” defen-
sive end Nick Bosa said. “We have
a lot of depth at that position.”

The Niners build their defense
from the front to the back, invest-
ing heavy resources into the de-
fensive line in hopes of controlling
the game in the trenches.

That hasn’t happened so far this
season. San Francisco is tied for
14th with eight sacks and ranks
19th in pressure rate at 21.3% of
dropbacks, according to Sportra-
dar. Over the previous five sea-
sons, the Niners ranked tied for
seventh in sacks and 11th in pres-
sure rate.

Hargrave’s absence could force
San Francisco to use more blitzes
to create pressure.

“You would love to always get
there with the front four,” coach
Kyle Shanahan said. “That’s the
goal. Getting there with four and
having seven guys in coverage
makes it a lot harder for the of-
fense. But if you can’t do that,
you’ve got to mix it up. ... It’'s a
huge loss, losing Javon. Guys are
going to have to step it up and
when you don’t have the rush, then
you’ve got to turn to other things
schematically.”

Hargrave has nearly half of the
team’s pressures from the interior
—eightout of 18 —leaving agap in
the defense that needs more op-
tions outside of Bosa to generate
pressure.

Defensive end Leonard Floyd
was supposed to provide a boost
this season after signing as a free
agent. He recorded 392 sacks the
previous four years. But he has
one sack through three games this
season and has generated only one
pressure the past two weeks, ac-
cording to Pro Football Focus.

The run defense has also been
spotty, with the 4.52 yards per car-
ry on pace to be the worst mark
since Shanahan arrived in 2017
and more than a yard more per
carry than the team allowed in
2022.

“We’ve had moments where
we’ve been strong, but we’re not
playing up to how we usually do,”
Shanahan said. “We’ve got to
make sure to get back to playing
that way.”
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Finishing up their time in Oakland

After 57 years in the East Bay, A's
about to leave city behind for good

By MiICHAEL LIEDTKE
Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif.

he Athletics had long

ago carved out a Jekyll-

and-Hyde legacy as one

of Major League Base-

ball’s most successful — and sad-

sack — franchises. Under their

belts: nine World Series titles and

19 seasons of futility punctuated
by 100 or more losses.

This, though, is different. Now,
legions of A’s fans view the team
as the sport’s most treacherous
under the ownership of billionaire
John Fisher, an heir of the family
that founded The Gap in 1969 —
one year after the A’s moved to
Oakland, Calif., from Kansas City,
Mo.

Just a few years after embrac-
ing “Rooted In Oakland” as their
motto, the A’s this week are com-
ing to the end of their 57 see-saw-
ing seasons in a city regularly
overshadowed by the mystique of
its storied neighbor, San Francis-
co.

“I know these times coming to
the games are always going to be
among the best years of my life,”
longtime A’s fan Will MacNeil, 40,
rued as he contemplated the end
of an era that’s crushing a com-
munity’s soul. “And for a billio-
naire owner to rip it away from
me, it’s frustrating.”

Another move

The A’s exodus from Oakland
will give the team the dubious dis-
tinction of being the first Major
League Baseball franchise to have
moved on four different occa-
sions. After starting in Philadel-
phiain1901, the A’s moved to Kan-
sas City in 1955, then to Oakland in
1968, with California’s capital city
of Sacramento and Las Vegas next

in the peripatetic pipeline.

No place has been the A’s home
for as long as Oakland, where
they’re the last professional sports
team in a two-county region
known as the East Bay — home to
2.8 million people living across the
water from San Francisco.

Through the years, the baseball
team became an emblem of East
Bay’s grit and flair. The A’s glory
years have included the colorfully
attired, mustachioed ‘“Swingin’
A’s” during the first half of the
1970s, the muscular and swagger-
ing “Bash Brothers” of the late
1980s, and the scrappy underdogs
of the 2000s that yielded a real-life
fairy tale in the film, “Moneyball,”
based on the Michael Lewis book
that ushered in the era of data-dri-
ven analysis.

Through those decades, the A’s
stadium — the now-crumbling
Oakland Coliseum — became an
East Bay hub where people of all
races, ages, incomes and back-
grounds rallied around a common
cause.

“It was really like the public
square,” lifelong A’s fan Jim Ze-
linski said earlier this year. His fa-
ther brought him to the team’s
first game at the Oakland Coli-
seum on April17,1968 — a 4-1 loss
to the Baltimore Orioles before a
crowd of 50,164.

Rooting for the A’s connected
everyone from longshore workers
at Oakland’s bustling port to the
tech geeks of Silicon Valley to hip-
pies from nearby Berkeley to
technology to subversives forged
in the cauldron of a city where
Huey Newton started the Black
Panthers and Sonny Barger led a
notorious chapter of the Hells An-
gels.

“The A’s are such an indelible
part of this community,” Zelinski

“Right-Field” Will MacNeil waves an A’s flag as they prepare to take to
the field for a game on May 1 in Oakland, Calif.

Longtime A’s fan Mike Silva holds up his framed ticket stubs from the

team’s World Series games at the Oakland Coliseum resulting in three
of the nine World Series titles dating back to the franchise’s orgins.

said. “Everybody was so proud of
not only the teams, but there was
also this sense of, ‘Hey, this is us!
This is the East Bay!””

The bond is strong

Other beloved sports teams
have spurned their devoted fans
by moving elsewhere through the
decades, but none of them have
been jilted in quite the same way
as the East Bay.

The NFL’s Raiders already
turned their back on Oakland
twice. They did it first in 1982
when they moved to Los Angeles
before coming back in 1995, only
to leave for Las Vegas in 2020 —
the year after the NBA’s Warriors
hopped over the bay to San Fran-
cisco.

“It’s taken so long for this move
to evolve that it’s been like a slow
death eating me up very single
day,” said A’s fan Mike Silva, 72,

wiping away tears as he showed
some of his old ticket stubs.

After the A’s decided to follow
the Raiders to Las Vegas, Fisher
poured more salt into Oakland
fans’ wounds.

Rather than stay in the Coli-
seum, Fisher chose to move the
A’s 85 miles northeast to a minor-
league ballpark in Sacramento for
at least the next three years while
waiting for the new stadium in Ne-
vada to be built.

“I know there is great disap-
pointment, even bitterness,” Fish-
er acknowledged in an open letter
to fans released Monday. “I can
tell you this from my heart: we
tried. Staying in Oakland was our
goal. It was our mission, and we
failed to achieve it. And for that I
am genuinely sorry.”

To the bitter end

Many devout A’s fans have been

PHotos BY MicHAEL LIEDTKE/AP

With the pending move to Sacramento looming, games at the Oakland Coliseum are sparsely attended.

boycotting games in disgust this
season. Those who still come, like
Will MacNeil, regularly lead
chants of “Sell the team!” before
lobbing a profanity at Fisher.

MacNeil, known as “Right-
Field Will” after being a fixture in
the Coliseum’s bleachers for near-
ly 20 years, has accumulated
about 200 A’s jerseys during his
fandom. He estimates only 20 fit
him now because of the weight he
put on while drowning his sorrow
about the team’s move in beers.

“This move really destroyed
me,” MacNeil said as he cheered
the A’s on to a victory in May.

Zelinski, the fan who attended
the A’s first game in 1968, spent
nearly 30 years fighting to keep
sports teams in Oakland. When
the season started, he still didn’t
want to believe it would all be tono
avail.

“I had some of the greatest me-
mories of my life at the Oakland
Coliseum,” Zelinski, 6S, said in
April. “The A’s are such an irre-
placeable part of the East Bay cul-
ture that I don’t think people can
quite grasp what incredible sad-
ness there is going to be like at that
final game in September.”

He will never find out. After a
long battle with bladder cancer,
Jim Zelinski died June 7 — the
same day that A’s outfielder JJ
Bleday slugged a home run in the
bottom of the ninth to catapult the
team to a 2-1 victory.

Here in Oakland, as a quiet end
approaches, that sets us up to
leave you with an observation that
former Baseball Commissioner A.
Bartlett Giamatti once made
about the sport. It hangs over Oak-
land this week like a misplaced
curveball: “It breaks your heart. It
is designed to break your heart.”
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Scoreboard

American League
East Division
w L Pct GB

z-New York 92 66 .582 —
z-Baltimore 88 70 .557 4
Boston 80 79 .503 12%2
Tampa Bay 78 80 .494 14
Toronto 74 85 .465 18

Central Division
w L Pct GB

x-Cleveland 92 67 .579 -
Detroit 84 74 532 72
Kansas City 84 74 532 T
Minnesota 8 76 519 9%
Chicago 38 120 .241 53%

West Division
w L Pct GB

X-Houston 86 73 .541 -
Seattle 82 77 516 4
Texas 75 83 .475 10%
Oakland 68 90 .430 17'%
Los Angeles 63 95 .399 22%:

National League

East Division
w L Pct GB
x-Philadelphia 94 65 .591 —
New York 87 70 .554 6
Atlanta 86 71 .548 7
Washington 69 89 .437 24Y2
Miami 58 100 .367 35%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

x-Milwaukee 90 68 .570 —
St. Louis 81 77 513 9
Chicago 81 78 .509 9%
Cincinnati 76 83 .478 14
Pittsburgh 74 84 .468 16

West Division
w L Pct GB

z-Los Angeles 94 64 .595 -
z-San Diego 91 67 .576 3
Arizona 88 71 553 6%
San Francisco 79 80 .497 15%
Colorado 60 98 .380 34

x-clinched division
z-clinched playoff berth

Wednesday’s games

Seattle 8, Houston 1

Cleveland 5, Cincinnati 2

Kansas C|ty 3, Washington 0

Detroit 7, Tampa Bay 1

Toronto 6 Boston 1

Baltimore 9, N.Y. Yankees 7

anesotaS Miami 3

Chicago White Sox 4,L.A. Angels 3,10in-
nings

Texas 5, Oakland 1

Ph||ade|ph|a 9, Chicago Cubs 6

Pittsburgh 2, Mllwaukee 1

St. Louis 5, Colorado 2

Arizona 8, San Francisco 2

L.A. Dodgers 4, San Diego 3

N.Y. Mets at Atlanta, ppd.

Thursday’s games

Milwaukee at Pittsburgh

Kansas City at Washington
Tampa Bay at Detroit

L.A. Angels at Chicago White Sox
St. Louis at Colorado

Texas at Oakland

Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees

Miami at Minnesota

San Diego at L.A. Dodgers

N.Y. Mets at Atlanta, ppd.

Friday’s games

Cincinnati (TBD) at Chicago Cubs (Tail-
lon 11-8)

Chicago White Sox (Crochet 6-12) at De-
troit (TBD) .

Philadelphia (Suarez 12-7) at Washing-
ton (Williams 5-1)

Pittsburgh (Jones 6-8) at N.Y. Yankees
(Rodon 16-9)

I;/Iiami (Oller 1-4) at Toronto (Berrios 16-
10

Houston (Blanco 12-6) at Cleveland
(Cantillo 2-3)

Tampa Bay (Bradley 7-11) at Boston (Pi-
vetta 6-11) .

Ié%nsas City (Singer 9-12) at Atlanta

¢ IIA D(;dgers (TBD) at Colorado (Quan-
ri

N.Y. Mets (Manaea 12-5) at Milwaukee
(Montas 7-11

Baltimore (Povich 2-9) at Minnesota (L6-
pez 15-9)

Texas (deGrom 0-0) at L.A. Angels
(Detmers 4-8)
5 gan Diego (Pérez 5-5) at Arizona (Kelly

)
Oakland (Sears 11-12) at Seattle (TBD)
St. Louis (Mikolas 9-11) at San Francisco
(Roupp 1-1)

Mets-Braves set to finish up Monday

By PauL NEWBERRY
Associated Press

ATLANTA — The final two
games of a crucial series between
the New York Mets and Atlanta
Braves were postponed Wednes-
day by heavy rains ahead of Hurri-
cane Helene.

Now, a wild-card race that
seemed headed to the final day of
the regular season may require an
extra day.

And a doubleheader, at that.

The regular season was settoend
Sunday, but the Mets are now
scheduled to return to Atlanta on
Monday for a pair of games 40 min-
utes apart that could determine
who heads to the playoffs.

New York plays three games in
Milwaukee against the NL Central
champion Brewers beginning Fri-
day, while the Braves have a week-
end series against the Kansas City
Royals, a playoff contender in the
AL.

“We've got to move on to the next
series now,” Mets manager Carlos
Mendoza said. “We're facing anoth-
er really good team in Milwaukee
and we've got to go out there and not
only win a series but we've got to go
out there and take care of business.
That’s the only thing we can do:
control the things we control.”

The Mets (87-70) went into the
day with a half-game lead over Ari-
zona in the wild-card race, with the
Braves (86-71) a full game back.

Wild card
AMERICAN LEAGUE
w L Pct GB
z-Baltimore 88 70 .557 +4
Detroit 84 74 532 —
Kansas City 84 74 532 —
Minnesota 82 76 .519 2
Seattle 82 77 516 2%
z-clinched playoff berth
NATIONAL LEAGUE
w L Pct GB
z-San Diego 91 67 .576 +3%
New York 87 70 .554 —
Arizona 88 71 .553 —
Atlanta 86 71 .548 1

Two of those teams will make the
playoffs, which are set to begin
Tuesday with the best-of-three
wild-card round.

“I hope the Royals can get here,”
said Braves manager Brian Snitk-
er, looking ahead to an ominous
forecast for the next two days as the
hurricane's remnants  move
through Georgia. “I would hope we
don’t get things screwed up for
their series.”

The Diamondbacks had a game
Wednesday night against the San
Francisco Giants. Arizona is off
Thursday before a three-game se-
ries at home against the San Diego
Padres to close out the regular sea-
son.

The Braves beat the Mets 5-1 on
Tuesday night in the opening game
of the series against their NL East
rivals.

Both teams were off Monday, but
there was no indication that the
teams or MLB considered moving
up the start of the series. Also, there
was a missed opportunity to get in
Wednesday's game before heavy
rain swept through the area during
the afternoon.

Mendoza said he didn't have dis-
cussions with MLB until just before
the decision was made to postpone
both games.

“Look, my job is to manage a
team,” he said. “Weknew there was
weather, but you can't predictit. We
came here (Tuesday), lost a game,
and we were ready to play today
and we just got a call.”

With the final two games in At-
lanta pushed back, the Mets could
be facing an especially grueling

JasoN ALLEN / AP

A tarp covers the infield at Truist Park after the game between the
Mets and Braves was postponed on Wednesday.

travel schedule.

It's not out of the question that
they will fly to back to Atlanta for
the doubleheader Monday, then
hustle to grab another flight — ei-
ther back to Milwaukee or to the
West Coast — for the start of the
wild-card series on Tuesday.

Then again, they did get a couple
of unplanned off days before that fi-
nal stretch.

“I mean, it could be beneficial,”
Mendoza said. “A couple of guys
needing an extra day or two and
your bullpenis going to be alittle bit
fresher.”

There is a chance the double-
header would not be needed if the
playoff race is settled by Sunday,
but Mendoza wasn't sure if there
was a contingency plan.

Working: Not everyone In favor of expanded format

FROM PAGE 32
made it more interesting for our
fans,” Picollo said.

“There’s more fans coming to
the games — watching games —
than there typically is. There’s
several teams on the fringes that
could make a move. So the fan
base is engaged, and I think that’s
awesome for the game.”

There are myriad reasons that
baseball has become relevant
again this season, from the pitch
clock and rules changes that have
shortened games to historic per-
formances by the likes of Shohei
Ohtani and Aaron Judge.

Yet the fact remains that many
fans shut down once their team is
out of contention — for the Royals,
that’s been about mid-May lately.
The expanded playoffs means
more fan bases are engaged deep-
er into the season; with just over a
week to go, seven were alive for
the three AL wild cards and five
were fighting for the three NL
wild cards.

“I think it’s done exactly what
they wanted it to do, which is keep
alot of people interested, and a lot
of teams in it,” said Atlanta man-
ager Brian Snitker, whose team
watched the Phillies run away
with the NL East but were still
alive for a wild card.

The Braves were battling anoth-

Apam HUNGER/AP

Mets outfielder J.D. Martinez
thinks it’s wrong that MLB makes
a division winner face a wild card
in a three-game series, as in the
current playoff configuration.

er division rival — the Mets — for
one of the available spots.

“You know who hates it? My
mom,” said Red Sox manager
Alex Cora, whose brother, Joey,
happens to be the third-base
coach for Detroit, meaning one of
Iris Amaro’s favorite teams could
be making the playoffs at the ex-
pense of the other.

“Let’s see who Iris is actually
pulling for,” Cora said with a
grin. “I think it’s good for the

sport, regardless.”

Major League Baseball has
changed its playoff format several
times. From 1969 until 1993, divi-
sion winners went straight to the
league championship series, and
the winners met in the World Se-
ries. The wild card was instituted
in 1994 along with a division re-
alignment to give more teams a
chance, and a second wild card in
2012 expanded the playoffs to 10
teams.

At that point, each league’s wild
cards played a one-game, winner-
take-all showdown for a spotin the
divisional round.

“lI was involved in two wild
cards where it was, ‘Win or go
home,” said Orioles manager
Brandon Hyde, whose team began
this week in the first AL wild-card
spot. “That was like the Super
Bowl, it felt like, that one night.”

Two years ago, a third wild card
in each league expanded the
playoffs to 12, and the play-in
game was replaced by best-of-
three series featuring those three
teams and lowest-seeded division
winner. While it brought two more
teams into the mix, it also forced a
team that won its division after a
162-game slog to play a series just
to reach the divisional round.

That particular element of the
expanded playoffs doesn’t sit well

with everyone.

“If you win your division, you
shouldn’t have to play in a wild-
card series,” Mets outfielder J.D.
Martinez said. “I like the idea of a
single-game wild card, not a
three-game. I played in two of
them and they were electric. They
were unbelievable. They were
some of my favorite experiences,
those two wild-card games.
There’s just so much. It’s like a
Game 7.”

Even fans of the same team, still
alive because of the expanded
playoff format, have mixed feel-
ings about it.

“I’m not a fan,” said Charlies
Devries, a Braves fan from Atlan-
ta. “There is no real reason for it. I
like the old way of doing it. I like
the one-game wild-card tiebreak-
er. It doesn’t make it any more ex-
citing in the last part of the sea-
son.”

“I kind of like the new format,”
countered Jack Mixon, a Braves
fan from Hall County, Georgia.
“It’s nice to see (the Braves) try to
win another World Series. The
end of the season is now really ex-
citing because any mistake could
cost us the playoffs.”

With just over a week left in the
season, that was the case for a doz-
en teams still fighting for wild
cards.
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UNLV QB Sluka to sit out rest of season

Agent says $100K NIL payment promised for transfer from Holy Cross has not been made

By RaLprH D. Russo
Associated Press

The convoluted way college ath-
letes are paid for the use of their
name, image and likeness and a
dispute between player and
coaches over money appears to
have cost an undefeated team its
quarterback three games into the
season.

UNLV quarterback Matthew
Sluka has decided to sit out the
rest of the season over a $100,000
NIL payment that was promised
but never paid after he agreed to
transfer to the Rebels from Holy
Cross last winter, Sluka’s agent
told The Associated Press on
Wednesday.

“I think there was some kind of
breakdown in communication,”
Bob Sluka, Matthew’s father, told
AP.

Sluka’s decision sent shock-
waves throughout major college
football, where the old rules of am-
ateurism have fallen, leaving
schools and the NCAA grappling
with how to regulate the way
players can be paid. Just how
much regulation is part of a $2.8
billion antitrust settlement agree-
ment involving the NCAA and the
nation’s top conferences that is be-
fore a federal judge in California.

Sluka’s agent, Marcus Cromar-
tie of Equity Sports, said Sluka
was promised $100,000 by a
UNLV assistant coach who
recruited the quarterback last
winter when he agreed to transfer
in January.

Both Cromartie and the compa-
ny that runs UNLV’s NIL collec-
tive, which would be responsible
for paying school athletes, ac-
knowledge there was no signed
agreement between the player
and the organization for $100,000.

UNLYV issued a statement ac-
cusing Sluka’s representative of
making “financial demands upon
the university and its NIL collec-
tive in order to continue playing.”

Illinois, Indiana both 4-0 and sitting

By MitcH STACY
Associated Press

No, this is not a typo or some-
body’sidea of ajoke: Illinois and In-
diana, two perennial also-rans in
the mighty Big Ten, are both 4-0
and sitting atop the conference
standings.

The last time both of those
schools were unbeaten after the
first four games was in 1910. The
last time Indiana and Illinois fin-
ished the same season with winning
records was in 2007 — Indiana was
7-6, Illinois was 9-4.

Alotof football ranging from me-
diocre to bad has been played in
Bloomington, Ind.,, and Cham-
paign, I11.

It’s been more than two decades

e

Ep Zurca/AP

UNLYV quarterback Matthew Sluka leaps past Kansas cornerback Cobee Bryant as he runs with the ball in
the first half of a game Friday at Children’s Mercy Park in Kansas City, Kan.

“UNLV athletics interpreted
these demands as a violation of the
NCAA pay-for-play rules, as well
as Nevada state law,” the school
said. “UNLV does not engage in
such activity, nor does it respond
to implied threats. UNLV has hon-
ored all previously agreed-upon
scholarships for Matthew Sluka.”

Sluka’s transfer

Equity Sports represents nu-
merous NFL and college players,
including Kansas City Chiefs star
Patrick Mahomes. Bob Sluka told
AP his son signed with Equity
Sports when Matthew Sluka de-
clared his intent to switch schools
and entered the NCAA transfer
portal in December.

During a recruiting trip to
UNLYV with his son, Bob Sluka said
a discussion about NIL payments

X

No. 19 lllinois (4-0)
at No. 9 Penn State (3-0)
AFN-Sports?2
1:30 a.m. Sunday CET
8:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

since eitherschool won aBig Ten ti-
tle. Illinois coach Ron Turner did it
in2001 when he guided theIllinitoa
10-2finish. John Pont was the coach
when Hoosiers last won a Big Ten
crownin1967.

came up with offensive coordina-
tor Brennan Marion and the Slu-
kas informed him those could be
had with Equity.

Cromartie said he spoke with
the assistant coach by phone and a
promise of $100,000 was made, but
because Sluka was still complet-
ing his degree at Holy Cross, the
quarterback could not sign a con-
tract with a collective until after
he enrolled at UNLV. Sluka did not
join the team until preseason
practice in August.

Friends of Unilv, the collective
that works with UNLV athletes,
does not sign deals with athletes
until they are enrolled, said Bob
Sine, whose company Blueprint
Sports oversees and operates that
collective and dozens others
around the country.

Sine said a payment of $3,000

So there hasn’t been much to
crow about — until 2024.

Indiana beat FIU 31-7 in the
opener, routed FCS squad Western
Illinois in Week 2 and then grabbed
everyone’s attention by going on
theroad and wallopingnew Big Ten
member UCLA 42-13. The Hoo-
siers came back the next week and
beat Charlotte 52-14.

Indiana quarterback Kurtis
Rourke, a transfer from Ohio who
threw for 307 yards and four touch-
downs against UCLA, is currently
thetop-rated quarterbackinthe con-
ference. Wake Forest transfer Jus-
tice Ellison is among the top 10 in the
conference with 290 rushing yards
and four touchdowns going into Sat-
urday’s game at Maryland (3-1).

was made to Sluka over the sum-
mer, but nothing else.

Things fall apart

“In July, there was no NIL pay-
ments. There was no $100,000, I
guess you could say zero dollars.
He was given a $3,000 relocation
fee and that was it,” said Cromar-
tie, who added head coach Barry
Odom was not involved in the ini-
tial discussions.

Sine said the first time they
heard from Cromartie was Aug.
29 via email, and Sept. 19 there
was another email communica-
tion during which the collective
offered a potential deal that would
pay Sluka $3,000 per month.

Sine said Cromartie was not
registered as an agent in Nevada
or with the school. They informed
him he needed to do that to move

forward. Sluka’s father said Cro-
martie was directed to speak with
Odom and director of player de-
velopment Hunkie Cooper.

Cromartie said he suggested
payments of $10,000 a month over
the next five months and even
$5,000 per month and was de-
clined.

“At that point I think Matt felt
lied to. At that point he just wanted
to stand up for himself,” Cromar-
tie said.

Bob Sluka said his son went to
see Odom on Monday before prac-
tice and the coach refused to talk
to Matthew about the NIL arran-
gement. Bob Sluka said Matthew
returned to the coach’s office after
practice, but Odom was gone.

“I committed to UNLV based on
certain representations that were
made to me, which were not
upheld after I enrolled,” Matthew
Sluka posted on X late Tuesday.
“Despite discussions, it became
clear that these commitments
would not be fulfilled in the future.
I wish my teammates the best of
luck this season and hope for the
continued success of the pro-
gram.”

What now?

UNLYV went 9-S last season and
played for the Mountain West
championship, but the quarter-
back who led that team, Jayden
Maiava, transferred to Southern
California.

Neither Sluka’s father nor his
agent completely ruled out the
possibility of a resolution that
could have Matthew Sluka back
with UNLV, but neither voiced any
optimism.

“At the end of the day, $100,000
for a quarterback that’sin a Top 25
program is actually probably on
the lower tier,” Cromartie said.
“The fact that he hasn’t gotten that
or anything in between just speaks
to the point he’s getting done un-
justly and unfairly.”

atop Big Ten standings

“I think this team has learned a
lot, and I think they’ve developed
some pretty strong intangibles,”
first-year Hoosiers coach Curt Cig-
netti said. “We certainly have
strong character on this football
team and alot of really good guys as
well as good players. We’re looking
forward to what’s ahead. I think the
whole key right now is maintaining
our focus.”

Illinois under fourth-year coach
Bret Bielema dispatched Eastern
Illinois 45-0, got by then-No. 19
Kansas 23-17 and beat Central
Michigan 30-9. The Illini showed
they were no fluke last week with a
31-24 overtime win at then-No. 22
Nebraska.

Illinois debuted in the AP Top 25

two weeks ago and have moved up
five spots to No. 19. They will look
for their third win over a ranked
team when they travel toNo. 9 Penn
State (3-0) on Saturday.

“I wanted those guys to under-
stand, it’s great, right?” Bielema
said. “Now every week you kind of
set the standard over again.”

The Illini’s Luke Altmyer, who
transferred from Ole Miss last
year, leads conference quarter-
backs with 10 touchdown passes.
He was named Big Ten Offensive
Player of the Week for his perfor-
mance against Nebraska.

Besides Penn State, the other
conference unbeatens are Ohio
State, Oregon and Rutgers — all
3-0.
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The last time Alabama and Georgia met was in the SEC championship game in Atlanta on Dec. 2, which the
Crimson Tide won 27-24. Their upcoming match will be highly anticipated again with both teams in the top five.

Alabama, Georgia meet early
for another Top 9 showdown

By JoHN ZENOR
Associated Press

t’s still Alabama and

Georgia, with all the made-

for-TV trappings. Star quar-

terbacks. Stout defenses.
Top S rankings and NFL prospects
galore.

All Saturday night’s clash be-
tween the fourth-ranked Crimson
Tide and second-ranked Bulldogs
lacks is the make-or-break, elim-
ination game-style magnitude. It’s
also minus the familiar story line
of Kirby Smart vs. Nick Saban,
protege vs. mentor.

Whatever happens, the national
and Southeastern Conference
championship hopes of the loser
will be damaged but hardly
dashed. National showcase games
are nothing new for either team.

“We’ve been on the national
stage alot, especially the last three
to four years,” Smart said. “So it’s
the reason kids want to come to
Georgia. They say, ‘I want to play
in games like that.””

It’s September, not December
or January when Georgia and Ala-
bama customarily meet. And with
the newly expanded College Foot-
ball Playoff field, there’s still little
reason to doubt that both will be
among the top 12 teams at the end
of the season.

Lo and behold, Alabama is a
home underdog for the first time
since Nick Saban’s debut season,
17 years ago.

“Yeah, that’s interesting,” said
Kalen DeBoer, Saban’s first-year
successor and a coach with a 12-2
record against ranked teams in his
own right. “I actually didn’t know
that. Yeah, welcome to the SEC,
right?”

No. 2 Georgia (3-0)
at No. 4 Alabama (3-0)
AFN-Sports
1:30 a.m. Sunday CET
8:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

Welcome to the SEC, indeed.

Georgia still has to play No. 1
Texas, No. S Tennessee and No. 6
Mississippi. Alabama has the Vol-
unteers, 11th-ranked Missouri and
No. 14 LSU still on the docket.

Nothing will necessarily be de-
cided in this one, but it’s still Ala-
bama-Georgia.

Rare home underdog
Georgia is favored by 1%2 points,
according to BetMGM Sports-
book. It’s the first time Alabama
has been the underdog at Bryant-
Denny Stadium since LSU was a
touchdown favorite in the 2007
game as Saban was just beginning
to build what turned into a dynas-

“Winning is hard,” Alabama
quarterback Jalen Milroe said.
“You know, that’s something that
we embrace as a football team, is
that winning is hard. One motto
that we try to preach much as pos-
sible is prepare like you never won
before. You know, that’s so key.
You’ve got to hate losing more
than you love winning.”

Tangling for titles

Titles have been on the line the

last three times these two SEC po-
werhouses met. Alabama won the
SEC Championship Game 27-24
last season to make the playoffs
and bounce previously unbeaten
Georgia from contention for a
third straight national title, ending
a 29-game win streak in the proc-
ess. The Bulldogs won in the 2022
national championship game (33-
18), which was a rematch from the
2021 SEC title game also won by
Georgia 41-24.

Milroe vs. Beck

Alabama quarterback Jalen
Milroe and Georgia’s Carson Beck
are no strangers to big games.
This is Beck’s eighth start against
a Top 20 team, and his only loss as
a starter came against the Tide.
Milroe led Alabama to the win in
last year’s SEC Championship
game and has accounted for 14
touchdowns already this season
(eight passing, six rushing).

Neither he nor Beck has thrown
an interception.

Pedigreed coaches

Smart has led Georgia to a
school-record streak of 42 consec-
utive regular-season wins, includ-
ing 28 against SEC teams. The
Bulldogs have won 16 straight in
an opponent’s home stadium, the
longest active streak in the FBS.
The last such loss: At then-No. 2
Alabama in 2020.

DeBoer hasn’t been in a game
like this with Alabama but is 4-1
against Top-10 foes at other stops.
His streak of 12 consecutive wins
over ranked teams was snapped in
Washington’s 34-13 loss to Michi-
ganin last season’s national cham-
pionship game.

Miami opens ACC play
against Virginia Tech,
looks to keep hot start

By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — This
isbasically where Miami was at this
time last year. Unbeaten through
four games, climbing in the nation-
al rankings, feeling good going into
the start of Atlantic Coast Confe-
rence play.

And then, thud.

ACC play last season for Miami
started with a debacle against
Georgia Tech, a contest where the
Hurricanes didn’t take a knee to
run out the clock and wound up giv-
ing the game away. This season’s
ACC slate for No. 7 Miami starts on
Fridaynight,athome against Virgi-
nia Tech, a game where these Hur-
ricanes can try to continue to show
that things really are different now.

“They decided a while back,”
Miami coach Mario Cristobal said.
“They’ve had enough.”

Expectations were high entering
the year for the Hurricanes and
have climbed every week since.
Quarterback Cam Ward —now the
Heisman Trophy favorite, accord-
ing to BetMGM Sportsbook — is
leading one of the highest-octane
offenses in the country and the
Hurricanes are one of only four un-
beaten teams leftin the ACC.

“These games really don’t mat-
ter,” Ward said after Miami fin-
ished its four-game non-confe-
rence slate with a 50-1S rout at
South Florida last weekend. “Only
games that matter are ACC play.”

It’s also the ACC opener for Vir-
ginia Tech (2-2), which has two
wins over Sun Belt teams and two
one-score losses against Power
Four opponents. The Hokies didn’t
face the Hurricanes last year.

“I'thinkit’s one of the betterrival-
ries in college football,” Virginia
Tech coach Brent Pry said. “I'm
glad thatthey’re back on our sched-
ule. I think it’s good for us and good
for our league and we’ve got to go
down and play competitive.

N

)

Virginia Tech (2-2)
at No. 7 Miami (4-0)
AFN-Sports
1:30 a.m. Saturday CET
8:30 a.m. Saturday JKT

They’re doing their part, we got to
do ours. They’ve got a load of tal-
ent.”

Lots of balance

Miami enters the week as one of
six power-conference teams with
at least nine rushing touchdowns
and nine passing touchdowns so far
this season. The Hurricanes have
scored 15 through the air, 12 more
on the ground.

The other Power Four schools in
the 9-and-9 club so far are Indiana,
Ole Miss, Tennessee, Washington
State and Texas. All six of those
schools are 4-0 entering this week.

Virginia Tech will test Miami’s
plan for balance. The Hokies have
allowed eight rushing TDs but only
three passing scores through four
games.

Ranked vs. unranked

It’s been nearly 20 years since
Virginia Tech beat a team ranked
No. 7 or higher. The Hokies topped
No. 6 West Virginia 19-13 on Oct. 2,
2004; they’re 0-12 against top-7 op-
ponents since.

Miami is 152-27 all-time when
rankedNo.7 orhigher. Butthe Hur-
ricanes are 0-3 in their last three
games with such a ranking, falling
tothen-No.1Clemsonin 2020, then-
No. 1 Clemson in the 2017 ACC title
game and unranked Pittto close the
2017 regular season.

w 4
CHRis O’'MEARA/AP

Miami quarterback Cam Ward is one of the early favorites to win the
Heisman Trophy this season, according to BetMGM Sportshook.
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Second chance in KC

N Hunt wants to prove to Chiefs that
& he has matured » NFL, Page 27

CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP

A fan cheers during a game between the Kansas City Royals and the San Francisco Giants on Sept. 21 in Kansas City, Mo. The Royals, who
are coming off a 106-loss season, are in contention for one of the three American League wild cards.

Working to perfection

Expanded playoffs are keeping more fans engaged in final stretch of season

By DAVE SKRETTA
Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Kansas City Royals
general manager J.J. Picollo sat in his team’s
dugout on an unseasonably warm autumn af-
ternoon, waiting for the Royals to play the De-
troit Tigers in a matchup of AL Central rivals
that few thought would be fighting for the
postseason this year.

Both teams had losing records last season,
and the Royals had fallen so far from the hal-

INSIDE
After b/ see-saw seasons,

an era ending in Oakland
Page 28

cyon days of their 2014 and ’15 pennants that
they were coming off a 106-loss campaign that
was arguably the worst season in the history
of the franchise.

Neither the Royals nor the Tigers were
fighting for the division title, though. The Cle-
veland Guardians were busy putting that race
torest. But they were firmly in the mix for one
of the three wild cards awarded to teams in
each league, and giving Major League Base-
ball exactly what it wanted when it expanded
its playoffs a couple of years ago.

“I like that more teams get in. I think it’s

SEE WORKING ON PAGE 29

“I think it's done
exactly what they
wanted it to do,
which is keep

a lot of people
interested, and a
lot of teams in it.”

Brian Snitker
Atlanta Braves manager

Agent says UNLV QB leaving over unpaid $100K NIL deal. .....



