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to write about their own piece of
paradise. Yes, that means you!
Ourannual Destination Paradise
magazine highlights must-see travel
spots across the Pacific - and your bit
of paradise could be included in our
2026-27 edition that hits the streets
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Submit your story and photos to
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by July 15.
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For a limited time, Everyone gets $400 OFF
Samsung Galaxy S26 Ultra with a LIVE Unlimited plan.

E E Available to new and existing customers. Callus at Visit us at
at Terms and Conditions Apply. While supplies 671-644-4482 v www.gta.net

E 4 last. Visit gta.net for more details.
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CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

Andersen Elementary School

Kindergarten « Mrs. Perez
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Andersen Elementary School

Kindergarten - Mr. Russo
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Andersen Elementary School <

Kindergarten - Ms. Carden
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ANDERSEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

here are a lot of fun things to do and
explore in the big city of Tokyo, Ja-

pan! There are lots of parks including
Disneyland and DisneySea to enjoy. They
also have many cool and delicious foods to
experience. Tourist spots can be found in
many places to explore. There are so many
places to enjoy while visiting Japan.

Among the parks in Japan, Disneyland
and DisneysSea are two that visitors espe-
cially enjoy. While there are many rides to
enjoy at Disneyland, there are a few that a lot
of people enjoy at DisneySea. Splash ountain
is a water ride that gets those riding it wet
when they are going down the drops in the
ride. There is also a space ride called Start-
ers. It is so cool because there is a screen that
takes people’s pictures and the screen also
looks like it is flying in space. There are also
fun rides at DisneySea too. Indiana Jones is
a little bumpy ride that takes people through
a tunnel and they can share the excitement
of Indiana Jones’ Adventures. Another ride
called Journey To The Center Of The Earth
is a roller coaster that takes people through
fire and goes around a huge volcano! Both
Disneyland and DisneySea are really won-
derful to visit.

The different types of foods in Japan
are amazing! There are many seafood
options like amazing sushi. Sushi is raw
seafood like fish and it is usually served
with rice. There is very good barbecue with
chicken and fish and sometimes comes with
soup or sauce to put on the meat. Japan is fa-
mous for their ramen too. Ramen is a bowl
of cooked noodles and comes with toppings
like egetables, eggs, and meats, sometimes it
comes with rice. These are some of the most
amazing foods to try in Japan!!

Another fun thing to do in Tokyo is to go
to the local destinations. One of the main des-
tinations to visit is Japan’s biggest mountain
called Mt. Fuji. It is a ride from Tokyo by
train, but worth the ride. There are some cab-
ins that overlook Mt. Fuji and have a play-
ground with a wonderful view of Mt. Fuji
and can be booked or hotels if visitors plan
to stay. Tokyo has a really big tower called
the Tokyo Tower that is 1,092 ft. When look-
ing down, there is a great view of the big city.
Another destination is Tokyo Sky Tree which
is a big large tower and it is 2,080 ft tall. It is
great to go see at night because it has won-
derful lights at the top of the tower that run
all night and light up the city. These are some
of the fun local destinations in Tokyo.

There are many reasons that people en-
joy visiting Tokyo in Japan. DisneyLand and
DisneySea are both great parks for fun ad-
venture. There are so many great foods to eat
and enjoy while visiting. Last, there are many
wonderful local destinations to explore.
These reasons make Tokyo, Japan a
great place to visit!

Editor’s Note: These stories are written by Andersen Elementary ‘
[ students and appeared in the school’s Dolphin Star Newspaper. - s
- -
~
- f
Terrific Tol s
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errific Tokyo =s R

\ |
STORY AND PHOTOS BY HADLEY MCGOLDRICK, \ - ,

Disney, Shibuya & 7-11

STORY AND PHOTOS BY INAYA CAMACHO,
ANDERSEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

ing the train to get to all of the places we wanted to go. My family and

I went to DisneyLand. We liked the roller coasters because they were
scary and fun! In Shibuya, we visited the Hachiko dog statue. It is there be-
cause the dog waited there for his owner for a long time. We visited the 7-11
and ate yummy sushi. [ got to get delicious dumplings, but it was candy!
Tokyo, Japan, was cold, but it is fun to visit!

I visited Tokyo, Japan. I liked it because it was so much fun! I liked rid-

Fun at DisneySea

STORY AND PHOTO BY ADDISON LEON GUERRERO,
ANDERSEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

DisneySea! There were lots of fun rides, yuammy snacks,

and places to shop. My top favorite
ride was Sinbad’s Storybook
since it was so funny! My
other favorite ride was Ra-
punzel ‘s Lantern Festival be-
cause there were so many nice
details. My favorite snacks
were Mickey shaped nuggets
and the delicious white choc-
olate popcorn. There were also
stores to shop in. They had key
chains, stuffed animals, and col-
orful headbands in the shapes of
the characters! I hope to go back
again because I had so much fun
at DisneySea! Others will enjoy it
too and should try to visit!

I was lucky I got to visit Japan. One of my favorite places to visit was
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Taiwan’s Moon Festival

STORY AND PHOTO BY ISAAC ABBET,
ANDERSEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

he Moon Festival in Taiwan is held

I in October. My family and I visited
Taiwan for the Moon Festival and

got to see the full moon. We had a nice
lunch together at a Taiwanese restaurant at
a big round table. We had delicious chick-
en and moon cakes that had egg yolk in the
middle. We also visited the Taiwan Build-
ing. It had 101 floors, but we were only
allowed to go to the 99th floor. There was
also a Lego Store in the city to see Legos.
We were very happy to visit Taiwan for
the Moon Festival. I think other visitors

ok

Vacation in Hawail

STORY AND PHOTO BY AJ PANUSKA,
ANDERSEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

visited a cool island called Hawaii with my family. We went to an amazing
I pineapple farm. There was pineapple ice cream. My cousin and I both had the

pineapple ice cream covered in chocolate. It was so cold and tasty! We also
went to the beautiful beach two times! I tried to dig a big hole in the sand at the
beach to find treasure or shells. It was so fun! I also went to where the movie Ju-
rassic Park was filmed. It had just rained, so it was muddy but had lots of green
grass. There were fake dinosaurs to look at. Hawaii is a cool place to visit on va-
cation!
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A visit to Korea

STORY AND PHOTOS BY LAYLA JADE ISANAO,

ANDERSEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

orSwis-a destination with 56 many Buddhist hlSt(?l’}" 'and pra(ftlce. There

exciting places to visit and such ¢ many activities that include op-

great places to eat! There are many portunities for ceremonies, meditation
fun amusement parks to enjoy. There are and overnight temple
also giant walls stays. Koreans usu-
and  Dbeauti- ‘ ally wear hanboks,

ful temples to W""&* i = i which are tradition-
=" FSwist pe

to visit. There are thousands of temples
in Korea because of its 1,700 years of

al clothing in Korea.
Everland, Women wear a jacket
with a shirt and men
wear a jacket with
trousers. A couple
of popular temples
p are Beongeunse
Temple and Gainsa
Temple. The malls
ad temples are a
great experience to
enjoy something
new while there.

Lotte  World,
LEGOLAND
and Seoul
Land are great
amusement
parks.  These
places are cool
to  experience
and have so
much fun. Ever-
land has a roll-
er coaster called

the T Express, a
ride that has step Pt . Korea has so

drOpS that may many places -

feel a bit scary but eat tasty food. Some Korean
it is so much fun totry. Lotte World hasa  foods are Korean BBS, bulgogi and kim-
ride called Gyro Drop, a ride with ter-  chi. These are so unique and good to eat.
ror that goes so goes so fast you should  Street food is also very popular. Instead
try counting to 10 and it’s over. One of  of sitting, customers have the unique
the most.popular_ rides is Black Hole experience of buying food from the
2880m1r};11ts ;:ies‘taslrsso AlgnatE s_l;z street, then stand while enjoying their
iEGOL%XND, on. treats. There are japchae (glass

noodles), tteok-

the best rides is The e
Dragon. It is so cool : r bokki (spicy rice

because the ride is cakes), mandu
medieval-themed (dumplings) and
with castle and di- kimbap  (rolled

nosaurs roam-
ing around. These
parks have all
kinds of neat play-
grounds, rides

and roller coast-

ers for everyone .
to enjoy.

Other places
where  visitors
can go are malls and
temples. The malls are
massive. They have
pretty buildings, with
awesome entertain-
ment and really good
food. Some of the best
malls are The Hyun-
dai, Lotte World Mall

meat). Don’t miss
the Korean corn
dogs, cream bread
and long 32-cm ice
- cream cone. It is
highly recommend-
ed to try while visit-
ing along with other
delicious items.

The weather can
get very hot to super
cold. One of the rec-
ommended times to
go is fall or spring
because it is not to
cold or too hot. In
the fall, there will be

STRIPES GUAM 15

and COEX Malls. .The
malls are so neat to go
to because of the differ-
ent activities they have.
There’s a library that has

books that are never

ing. There are aquariums
with whales and sharks.
There are many different

end-

items to shop for that can-

not be found on Guam like K-pop mer-

chandise, different

beauty products. Then there are temples

red, green, yellow
and orange leaves
all around Korea.
Hile in the spring,
there are pretty
cherry  blossoms
everywhere. But
whatever season
visitors decide to go,

they will be treated with awesome shop-

flavored nuts and ping, great experiences and delicious

traditional food.
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Don t take chances Wlthchallenge coms '

The Meat and
Potatoes of Life §*

couldn t believe my. eyes Our 800-pound uprlght p1- '
- ano was being carried by two men down four flights
of stairs from our Patch Barracks apartment to their -
truck. That German-Turkish moving crew displayed
feats of superhuman strength like I’d never seen before.
-1t was 2010, and our family was PCSing to Florida af-
ter three years in Germany. We believed that hardy crew
had safely packed our 18,000 pounds of worldly posses-
sions for a successful trip back to the U.S. And they did.
Every kitchen utensil, shoe, ballpoint pen, Lego block,
refrigerator magnet, mattress, family photo and Band-Aid
were sealed into crates.

Well, except for one small thing. A Ziploc bag contain-
ing coins. Not the pennies on the kitchen windowsill. Not
the change from pants pockets that sat on our dryer. Not
the lunch money stash on the hallway table.

The coins that didn’t get packed were my husband’s
military challenge coins. He’d wrapped them in tissue pa-
per before placing them into the Ziploc bag, then fitted the
bag snugly inside his wooden humidor box.

Months later, the crates were unsealed and every item
carried into our base house at Naval Station Mayport.
Unlike other moves, nothing looked broken or lost. Our
piano was unscathed and still in tune, my beloved ceramic
Christmas trees hadn’t suffered so much as a flea bite, and
Lilly’s Polly Pockets were still wearing their tiny shoes.

But when the last crate was emptied, my husband
Francis searched for his humidor. He found it wrapped
securely in paper, inside a sealed box marked “Office.”
The humidor felt strangely light.

Sure enough, it was empty. His coins, every one of
them, were gone.

“I’ll file a claim,” I’d said, trying to comfort him. But
the coins were irreplaceable. Not only would he never
find those same coins again, they weren’t worth enough
fair market value to justify the hassle of filing a claim.

Francis had to come to terms with losing the special
coins he’d collected during three years at U.S. Africa
Command and a year-long deployment to Djibouti. Coins

. DENZAISQ:

NCCCO Certified Operator

A
x#i*—fé—ﬁ HELiLy |

Lisa Smith Molinari

Francis had to come to terms with
losing the special coins he'd collected
during three years at U.S. Africa
Command and a year-long deployment
to Djibouti. Coins given to him from
embassies and remote units in
Botswana, Kenya, Uganda, Djibouti,
Ethiopia, Nigeria and Yemen. Also,
he’d never see the coins he'd acquired
during duty in Iraq, Poland, Norway,
Italy, Alaska and Virginia.

given to him from embassies and remote units in Botswa-
na, Kenya, Uganda, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Nigeria and Ye-
men. Also, he’d never see the coins he’d acquired during
duty in Iraq, Poland, Norway, Italy, Alaska and Virginia.
Most special to him was the first coin he’d ever re-
ceived in 1996 while stationed at Joint Analysis Center,
Molesworth, England. As a young intelligence officer,

|R12500 an
'LR12500 and 1,350t

DENZAI America Inc.

Franms was placed in charge of 30 analysts assessing the
military capabilities of other nations. One afternoon in a |

- WWII windowless Royal Air Force hangar, Francis gave

a presentation about his group’s mission to visiting Lieu- -

 tenant General Patrick M. Hughes, the highly decorated

Director of the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency.

As attendees dispersed after the presentation, Gener-
al Hughes reached out to shake Francis’ hand. Francis’s
palm met the general s, and he detected a cool circle of
metal.

“Nice job today. Keep up the good work,”
said.

At home that night, Francis showed me his first chal-
lenge coin, explaining that the medals were a form of
recognition for a job well done. As the years passed,
he collected more coins, displaying them in a rack atop
his rolltop desk. He cherished them as unique “memory
chips” from moments in his military career.

For a time, Francis beat himself up for not carrying his
challenge coins with him during that PCS move. But then,
he got on with it. Today, he has another rack atop his roll-
top desk, chock-full of more coins collected from duty
in Chile, Colombia, Peru, Honduras, Texas, Japan, Korea
and the Naval War College in Rhode Island.

Years after he retired from the Navy, Francis received
an unexpected surprise. He’d forgotten that, early in his
career, he sometimes had two of the same coin, so he sent
the duplicates to his father. His brother found those coins
while sorting out their mother’s belongings after she’d
passed, and sent them to Francis to restore at least some
of his early collection.

We learned the hard way that while the Navy can move
almost anything across the ocean, sometimes it’s the
smallest things that carry the most weight.

Read more of Lisa Smith Molinari’s columns at:
themeatandpotatoesoflife.com

and in Lisa’s book, The Meat and Potatoes of Life: My True Lit Com
Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@gmail.com

the general

g DENZAI

DENZAI America Inc.

inguiry. amenca@denzal group
www.denzai.group

MAY 11 — MAY 24, 2026



MAY 11 — MAY 24, 2026 80 YEARS IN THE PACIFIC A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION STRIPES GUAM 17

Micronesia Mall

® J Agana Shopping Genter
JO' l l bee? o Jolloll:bee Guam

© Jollibee.gu

FRIED CHICKEN

NAMERICA

2 YEARS IN A ROW

@ USA TODAY *

OBEST.
2025 e
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BOOK NOW

SCAN THE QR CODE

] ; L

SEXPLORE SEOUL!

6 Days

M Night
Room Package

Stay at Dragon Hill Lodge to be right in the center of Seoul's attractions,

g i

@ usac vonesan

©

8 reservations@dragonhilllodge.com

DSN: #315-738-2222
or #02-790-0016 ext.1

) www.dragonhilllodge.com

Stripes Guam is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication.
This newspaper is authorized for publication by the
Department of Defense for members of the military services
overseas. However, the contents of Stripes Guam are unofficial,
and are not to be considered as the official views of, or
endorsed by, the U.S. government, including the Department
of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper,
Stripes Guam may be distributed through official channels
and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and

isolated locations where overseas DOD personnel are located.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of
those products by the Department of Defense or Stars and
Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication
shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or
any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

R ICOMIGS BCORNERIAS

T BELIEyE T UNDERSIAND GUNNY BETTER
WHEN HE’S WERING A MASK ./

- Daryl Talbot

Yodi is a 2-year-old female dog with a striking
white and brown coat and adorably pointy ears that
make her stand out in any crowd. She's got that
young-adult energy—past the wild puppy phase,

but still playful, curious, and ready for adventure.
Yodi enjoys attention, walks, and being part of
whatever’s going on around her, especially if treats
are involved. She'd make a loyal and fun companion
for someone ready to give her the consistency and
love she deserves.

o0,
%’ Call GALN. (Guam Animals In Need) Animal Shelter in Yigo at ‘
653-4246 or visit <www.guamanimals.org> for more information
on adopting this pet. G.A.LN. is a shelter-based humane society
with a mission to prevent cruelty to animals, educate the public
and promote good animal laws. Under Water World will donate

one adult admission for every Pet of the Week adopted.

AT LTTARYA
I'D: '
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Boonie Stomps Guam

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY
GUAM BOONIE STOMPERS

{ HIKE CLEAN-UP/To'guan Bay to
i Humatak Bay (Easy)

Boonis Stompers
SUAL

May 16 (Sat.)

Nimitz Hills Caves

May 23 (Sat.) (Medium)

Ati'long Acho to Sella Bay
(Difficult)

May 30 (Sat.)

Nimitz Hills Caves

Faha and Priest Pools
(Easy/Medium)

REMINDER! We no longer meet at Chamorro

Village. We meet at the trailhead. June 6 (Sat.)

Every Saturday, Guam Boonie Stompers t
offers public hikes to a variety of H
destinations such as beaches, snorkeling
sites, waterfalls, mountains, caves, latte
sites, and World War II sites. We meet at

the trailhead on Saturdays at 9 a.m. unless
otherwise indicated. Directions to the
trailhead will be posted on the Guam Boonie
Stompers Inc Facebook page. The cost is
$5.00 for hikers over 13. Children must be
accompanied by a responsible adult.

Hike fees for active military and veterans
are covered by Adaptive Adventures. Hikers
should provide their own transportation.
Guam’s trails are not developed. Weather
conditions can make the hikes more difficult
than described. No reservations required.

Togcha Cemetery to Asanite

June 13 (Sat.) Cove (Medium)

FOR EVERYONE’S SAFETY:
No Pets Allowed
E  No Drones Allowed

For more information: Ao
www.facebook.com/
GuamBoonieStompers

NOTE: Schedule subject to

change, please check Boonie
Stomps’ Facebook in X x0 . &
advance.

Guam Boonie Stompers is a non-profit Guam
corporation composed of volunteer leaders
committed to leading hikes to and protecting

v/ Veteran-owned & operated

v/ Quality vehicles most with low mileage
v""No pressure" sales approach v'High customer service ratings

Visit our website at www.pcsusedcarlotguam.com for the latest inventory

PCS USED CAR LOT
Finduson @ (0]

Largest selection of
imported Japanese
vehicles on island!

Crossword by Margie E. Burke

ACROSS
1 "Excuse me..."
5 And others, for
short
9 Title of courtesy
14 Roberts of
romance
15 Road ___
16 Disney's first
Latina princess
17 Billy's barnyard
mate
19 Fielders' needs
20 Stadium
21 Anger
23 Sad comment
25 Track divisions
26 Hoover,
informally
29 Call from a
coach
31 Water source
34 Lineona
weather map
36 Add comments

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate

the unique natural destinations on our island. to 66 Tesla CEO Musk 26 Scenic outlook 48 Trump's 2024
38 Peppy 67 Rear- : 27 Jellied garnish opponent
39 Really, really collision 28 Exchange letters 51 Small amount
want 68 Like a snoop 30 Windchime spot, 53 Burstyn or
41 Irving Bacheller 69 Big Apple force often Barkin
] uE o | T, : novel, " 32 Dined at home 54 Give the eye
o ‘ H | “‘ ‘ ‘T : ‘ A ‘T WIT“ s‘nns n“n STRIPES Holden" DOWN 33 British coins 55 Scaled diagram
| | Bl i 42 Awfully dull 1 Faris or 35 "Gotta run!" 56 Norse capital
: HH . : 44 Typeface type Kendrick 37 Sri Lanka export 58 Way too suave
Market your busmeSS to the US mlllta ry Commumty n Guam 46 Hotshot pilot 2 Icy coating 40 Something left 59 Sporty car roof
47 Hare (reli- 3 Sea eagle out 60 Outlook
Contact Us gious sect) 4 Food from the 43 Bitty biter, command
. . 49 U-turn from sky slangily 63 " takers?"
Doug Johnson, Guam Multimedia Consultant WSW 5 Energy unit 45 Brownish-gray
E-mail: johnson.douglas@stripes.com - DSN: 355-5160 /671-687-5041 50 Arthur Murray 6 Chinese )
. Answers to Previous Crossword:
moves philosophy <INTols oEIsEATSTEP
52 Malarlg sy.mptom 7 Biology lab TTolwWiaA s eElcBls AUl
° ° ° 54 Authoritarian supply LIaINIClAls TIERMMPIURIGE
Stripes Sports Trivia e e SLSomn Lol el
57 They may have 9 Keepsake | HEB vio[c|alL
twists 10 Like some skirts AMU|LIE/TEBIE|N THE|U[R
61 Be a bad winner 11 Loathsome PIUINJIT[SIHIMIEIN/TREAININIE
Which franchise drafted, and then traded, Kawhi Leonard to the San Antonio Spurs during the 2011 NBA 62 Member of a 12 Tiny colonists E /L\ \E/ E E ’I* 1 E Ff - x (E: T [E)
Draft? Biblical people 13 Catholic service ENEBs NEBTIURKIEY
64 Jousting 18 WWII confer- NIAITIAIL el I
weapon ence site plA[T[R[O|N|A|G|EJP|L|0O|W]s
65 Lena of "Nine 22 Insulting O|F|F|E[RMN|O|S[T[A|L[G]I]|C
S192bd bupipuj Perfect 24 Army branch, S[T|U|N|K D[R] I I |[R[M|A
Strangers" once H[A[L|T[sSIMS|EIN s|E[P|T
S“DOKU Edited by Margie E. Burke
Difficulty: Easy AR A g THE VETERANS” CHOIGE
HOW TO SOLVE: Thejautomotive
2 4 Each row must contain the “matchmakers quEE'l\gAT
numbers 1 to 9; each column must 4
3 2 contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must 477-CARS
7 1 contain the numbers 1 to 9. PATRIOTCARRENTAL.COM
mgm
9 7 8 Answer to Previous Sudoku: Mlllta ry
GLIAM
2/9[3[7]6]8[5[1]4 @ AR Snecial
5 [1 3|[7/6[1]4/2[5]8/9]s A6 CARMCINS pecia
8 2 5 8 5419/1/312/7/6 « Only dealership with
used cars under 10k!
1 7 2 8 4 6 9 3 5 - Financing Available!
« Over 150 Cars in stock!
4 1 5 4 8 9 3 5 7 1 6 2 « Free Shuttle Service! /d tal
5 3 6 1 9 2 4 8 7 « Serving the community ay rentais
for over 10 years!
7 3 8 6 6/1/5/2/3/9(/7/4|8 + Military Discounts! s500
www.guamcarmony.com
5 4 9 2 7 6 8 4 3 5 1 131 W Soledad Ave Hagatiia, 96910, Guam
Copyrioht 2026 by The Puzsie Syndicale 34 8/5/7/116/2|9 (Across from Hagatna Boat Basin, next to Mosa's Joint restaurant) 477-CARS (2277) 140 Hernan Cortez Ave Hagatna,

GU 96932 across Agana boat basin next to Main Street bakery.
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VELCOME TRICARE!
CALLR(671R989=59.99

Open on weekends! Open evenings on weekdays!

w"‘% Island Dental

O island.dental
A@@@@{tum@ All Major Insurances

0 MJISEN
Located in Dededo F%

Next to American Grocery

4
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Photos coiirtesy of Agat Mayor’s Office

W 17th Mango Sunset 2k/5k Run/Walk

[ace

22-24!

W J

LOCATION: Agat Mayor’s Office B
BY TAKAHIRO TAKIGUCHI
STRIPES GUAM ’ HOURS: May 16 (Sat.) Show at 4 p.m. and start at 5 p.m. fun competition.
FEES: $15 per runner and $50 for a family of four ($20/person on the day of the race) Then, the following weekend brings three

of mangos — and they will be show- LOCATION: Sagan Bisita (adjacent to Community Center, Agat Mayor’s Office and Post Office)

A gat Village has got a lovely bunch B 17th Agat Mango Festival

cased in all their splendor at the HOURS: May 22 6-10 p.m., 23 and 24 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

17th Agat Mango Festival on May 22-24. ERMISSIONE R

We’re talking about a variety of Guam’s
favorite fruit, ranging from piko mangos
and banana mangos to Saipan mangos.

Mango season in Guam usually starts
around March when mango trees begin
bearing fruit, which starts off green and
ripens into rich yellow, red or even golden
orange colors by late May to early June.

To highlight the harvesting season of
the juicy, red-gold fruit, Agat Village has
held a three-day mango festival at the

full days — from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Fri-
day and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturday and
Sunday — of live entertainment by local tal-
ent, along with various contests, giveaways,
prizes, demonstrations and activities for
young and old alike at Agat Village’s Sagan
Bisita.

The annual festival allows visitors to see
and taste a wide variety of different man-
gos on the island, as well as different mango
creations, including smoothies and dough-
nuts. You’ll see booths with various mangos
grown in the village and throughout the is-
land. Agat farmers also produce a plethora
of varieties: Hawaiian mangos, piko man-

southern'seaside during the last weekend  festival with the Mango Sunset 2k/5k Run/  you register before race day ($20/person  £0s, banana mangos, carabao Manoos: apple
of May since 2006. Walk on May 16. The signup fee is $15 on day of the race). The first 200 finish- ~mangos, Malaysian mangos, Saipan
Festivities actually kick off before the  per runner and $50 for a family of four if  ers will receive a T-shirt, so don’t miss this ~ mangos and peach mangos, to name N

PROUDLY SER

Ueteran Owned Business

AICAN G!

Ya Mon, Serious Food.

HAGATNA TUMON DEDEDO | MANGILAO | ORDER ONLINE!

472-2000 | 647-3000 | 633-4000 | 734-7000 | jamaicangrill.com

PROUDLY
SERVING

Guam’s military
community for
30 years!

(&4

When off base stop by and try the serious food
we’ve become famous for, Kingston BBQ Jerk Chicken
& Boston Beach Ribs Combo, Jamaican Oxtail, Jerk
Burgers, Fresh Local Catch, Roasted Bananas, Festive
Tropical Cocktails, Jammin Beer Fest and so much
more! Whether you dine in or take out and enjoy our
award winning flavors of Jamaica and Guam fused
together in a culinary explosion second to none. We
have 4 convenient locations to serve you - Hagatna,
Tumon, Dededo or Mangilao - whichever’s closer.
Online ordering available as well!

Ya Mon
See You SOON!

MAY 11 — MAY 24, 2026
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1 head hydroponically grown (on Guam!) head of lettuce INGREDIENTS: DIRECTIONS:

(butter, red oak leaf, etc.) 2 mangos, peeled and sliced into one- . 3 tablespoons fresh-squeezed Combine ingredients in a small bowl and
inch pieces 1 cucumber, sliced calamansi juice (about 4 or 5) whisk together. Drizzle the orangey goodness

Wash and distribute lettuce into four individual salad « 2 tablespoons honey over a bed of locally grown lettuce, mango
bowls. Top with cucumber and mango slices. Serve with your - 3 tablespoons apple cider vinegar and cucumber for a delicious side salad. Add
favorite dressing or keep it local and try Calamansi Poppy Seed « 1/4 cup coconut or olive oil a piece of seared fresh ahi tuna on top and
Vinaigrette. * 1/2 tsp. poppy seeds you’ve got dinner.

Consider incorporating local foods into your dinner parties. My next venture was a simple substitution of
Your guests with appreciate the extra flavor, and you’ll get some calamansi for lemon juice in one of my favorite
new recipes under your belt! dinner sides.

- Chris Leon Guerrero - Chris Leon Guerrero
- Photo Source: InstantDaneTV - Photo Source: InstantDaneTV

INGREDIENTS: DIRECTIONS: INGREDIENTS:
» 2 cups of shredded local green 1. Pour sugar into a mortar of suf- « 1 large ripe local avocado, diced
mango ficient size. Add the donne’ sali and « 2 sweet orange mangoes, diced
« 2 cloves of peeled garlic (or to taste) garlic cloves into the sugar. « Juice of 4 calamansi, or 1 lime
» 2 fresh donne’ sali (or to taste) 2. Lightly pound the sugar, garlic « 1tbsp minced red onion
« 2tbspsugar and pepper with the pestle until « 1-3 boonie peppers, seeded & minced
« 4 locally grown cherry tomatoes they form a rough paste. In a bowl, fish sauce), as well as retaining the « Salt and pepper
(quartered) combine the sliced string beans, perfect ble’nd of hot.andis e o - Ginger (grated or fresh)
« Juice of V2 (medium sized) shredded mango, sliced cherry ments (donne’ and lime juice). « Cilantro (optional)
Guam lime (or to taste) tomatoes, and the sugar, garlic, 4. Plate up and garnish as you like
« 2 tbsp Thai fish sauce (or to taste) and donne’ paste together. then serve immediately. ’ DIRECTIONS:
+ 1/3 cup fresh local green string 3. Add the juice of halfalimeand the  1picic 3 (ocal twist to a classic SE 1.In a small bowl, season the diced avocado with salt and calamansi
beansin 1 inch segments fish sauce. Mix the ingredients well  aqiah dish showcasing Guam’s sea- (orlime) juice. Lightly toss in the mangoes, onion, peppers.
so the sugar crystals dissolve. Taste 5,5y ub’iquitous green mangoes. 2.Sprinkle with freshly ground pepper and ground ginger (ora 1” piece of
and adjust to your liking. The key minced fresh ginger).
is to balance the sweet element e hicrrero 3.Add chopped cilantro (if desired - | can’t get it to grow here so mine isn’t
with the salty element (sugar and - Photo Source: InstantDaneTV local). Serve as an appetizer with plantain chips or as a topping for fresh fish.

- Chris Leon Guerrero
- Photo Source: InstantDaneTV

This is a delicious and nutritious snack that
is perfect with chips or crackers. | actually
made this salsa to go with my delicious fish
tacos.

Give my recipe a try. | think you’ll like it.

INGREDIENTS:

« 2ripe mangoes, peeled and cut into 1/4 inch pieces
« 2tspsdark rum (optional)

« 2 tsps fresh lime juice

« 2tspssugar

INGREDIENTS:

* 2ripe mangoes * Thejuice of 1 lime Combine mangoes, rum, lime juice and sugar. Set aside for several hours to
* 1/2red onion, chopped + lteaspoon sea salt allow flavors to develop.
« 2tbsp chopped cilantro + Optional: 1 jalapeiio, seeded and

chopped « 2 cups sifted all-purpose flour

DIRECTIONS:

1. Cutthe skin off the mango. Dice the mango into 1/4-inch cubes. Place into
a small mixing bowl.

2. Add the red onions and the optional jalapefio to the bowl.

3. Add the cilantro.

4. Stirto combine the ingredients. Serve with your favorite chips, crackers, or
as a condiment for fish, chicken or steak tacos. ENJOY!

» 1Tbs baking powder

11/2 tspssalt

1/3 cup unsalted butter, chilled

1/2 cup sweetened shredded coconut

« 3/4 cup canned unsweetened coconut milk

DIRECTIONS:

1. Heat oven to 450F. Sift together flour, baking powder and salt. With a
pastry blender or fork, cut in the butter until mixture resembles coarse
meal.

2. Stirin coconut. Add coconut milk, stir with a fork until dough just holds
together. On a floured board, knead the dough 7 or 8 times.

3. Pat dough into a circle 1/2 inch thick. Using a 3 inch cutter, cut out 4
rounds of dough, using scraps of dough for the last one.

4. Place 11/2 inches apart on a baking sheet. Bake until golden brown,

- Annie’s Chamorro Kitchen

Recipe by Clayton Babas, Executive Chef, Guam Reef Hotel

bout 12 - 15 minutes.
INGREDIENTS: DIRECTIONS: FOR MORE RECIPES. GO TO a . ,
«+ 1 cup sweet chili sauce (can be Heat ingredients together in a sauce ’ = Al hez_avy clream, whippedwith 1/2 teaspoon cSEUEEEEEEEEEE
boughtin a local supermarket) pan, then let simmer for approximately GUAM.STRIPES.COM (rum optional). .
« 1Tbs yellow onion 5 minutesiS o 6. Prepare 4 dessert plates. Split shortcakes and place one bottom half on
- 3 Tbs fresh mango, chopped each plate. Spoon mango mixture over each and top with whipped cream.
- 1tsp chopped par;ley Yield: About 4 Servings Replace the top of each shortcake.
+ 1/4tsp fish sauce Yield: 4 servings
For more about
N a few. That doesn’t even include a  competition, or a mango dessert contest to get various wares and collectibles hand- the Mango Festlval,
near-infinite number of cross-

with your cooked sweets that  made by local artisans, craftsmen, garden- check out
. use mango and other ingre-  ers and hobbyists. Mango Festival T-shirts,
dients? mugs, teacups, fans and bags will also be

breeds — many of which
will be showcased, sold and/or

: . ’ » The Agat Mayor’s
available for sampling at the fes- During the event, raf- - : :
ol pling fle ticket% s tel ava1l:1ble a.tdthe event site, according to the Office Facebookpage
The official judging and dec- for purchase at $5 per eve;g prov1k o ill'be T hed M ay 24 at 9 (https://www.
laration of the island’s biggest, booklet. Try your luck RSV Oy aYited facebook.com/
smallest, most beautiful and bi- for a chance to win $3,000.  P-m- to light up the sky of Agat Village and HagatMayorsOffice/)
zarre mango of the year takes place The drawing will be held May ~ Wrap up the three-day event. or AGAT MAYOR’S

at the event, while other unique com- 24 at 8 p.m. Mango season has ripened, so let’s get a
petitions will be offered for attendees. Why Besides these culinary and entertainment ~ taste of it at this fun festival?
not participate in a pickled mango eating features, the festival is also a good chance  takiguchi.takahiro@stripes.com

565-2524.
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EVERYDAY

KFC Double Crunch offers
big flavor and real value!

Well, hello there, Guam! Colonel Sandars here! KFC
is proud to introduce its newest $7.50 WOW everyday
combo craze. The new KFC Double Crunch - two crispy
boneless chicken strips, topped with my signature Col-
onel’s mayo and pickles sandwiched between a sesame
seed bun - includes fries and a drink! That’s big crunch,
big flavor and real value. All for just seven dollars fifty
cents. Every single day at KFC. Now that’s how KFC does
it right. Grab your family and friends and head on over
to KFC Guam today. KFC, it’s finger lickin’ good.

RRO

NEW YORK PIZZA

< 7
“V5 SBA

Pizza, pasta or salad?
It’s up to you to pick 2!

Craving the perfect combo? Sbarro’s 2-choice meal
lets you mix and match your favorites from our pizza,
pasta and salad selections. Pick two of your faves and
Sbarro will throw in a medium drink and garlic roll for
only $10.95! Piping hot pizza, tasty pasta and an array of
salads to choose from! Where else can you mix, match
and save at the same time? What are you waiting for?
Come visit us today at Micronesia Mall and GPO food
courts or get it delivered via the UNO-Go app and the
Good To Go service.

Visit Micronesia Mall & GPD
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Air Force, Navy, |
Corps planning for

sixth-generation fighte
Page 2

An artist’s rendering depicts the Air Force’s
sixth generation fighter, the F-47.
U.S. Air Force
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Services eyeing sixth-generation

Air Force, Navy -
ask for $5.1B to A NN AN

fighters

' AR 7/
develop aircraft L T

By GArRY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

The armed forces of the Unit-
ed States have competed among
themselves for generations, so it
would be surprising if they
weren’t already heating up over
the future sixth-generation fight-
er.

“Future” is the operative
word: Even the most aggressive
timelines predict a first flight
unlikely before 2028, with an
entry to service in the early
2030s. The project demands
relatively small fiscal resources
for now — just over $5.1 billion
of the $1.5 trillion defense bud-
get rolled out last month.

The bigger headlines went to
Pentagon plans to triple spend-
ing on unmanned vehicles to as
much as $75 billion, as well as
pay $30 billion to replenish
stocks of missiles and anti-mis-
sile missiles used in the joint
U.S.-Israeli attack on Iran.

But the budget also included
seed money for projects that
exist only on paper, such as the
Trump-class battleship — as
well as competing plans from the
Air Force and Navy for a stealth
long-range fighter they hope to
put into service by the 2030s.

Out front is the Air Force,
which already has a number on
its plane: F-47. The budget in-
cludes $5 billion to accelerate
the development of the Boeing
“air dominance” fighter, which
is expected to replace the servic-
e’s F-22.

It also has perhaps the most
important fan — President Do-
nald Trump. The Pentagon num-
bered the plane after Trump, the
47th president. The fighter’s
name is still to be announced.

The Navy has its own sixth-
generation fighter in develop-
ment, the F/A-XX. Until recent-
ly, the future of a carrier-
launched new jet was uncertain.

When announcing Boeing as
the builder of choice for the F-47
in March 2025, Trump told the
Pentagon to go “all-in” on the
project. He also suggested that
building two sixth-generation
fighters was problematic.

“Awarding the F/A-XX con-
tract as written is likely to delay
the higher priority F-47 pro-
gram, with low likelihood of
improving the timeline to field a
Navy sixth-generation fighter,”
the White House said in a July
2025 statement to Congress.

But last month, Adm. Daryl
Caudle, the chief of naval oper-

*

An artist rendering of the proposed F-47 Sixth-Generation fighter.

“Awarding the F/A-XX contract as
written is likely to delay the higher
priority F-47 program, with low
likelihood of improving the timeline to
field a Navy sixth-generation fighter.”

ations, said the carrier-based
sixth-generation fighter was on a
faster track to development.

“The Navy will award a pro-
duction contract for the F/A-XX
sixth generation fighter in Au-
gust.” Caudle said.

The final decision comes down
to two military industry heavy-
weights: Boeing and Northrop
Grumman.

Boeing, builder of the Navy’s
F/A-18E/F Super Hornet and
EA-18G Growler jets, has
pitched a carrier version of its
F-47 design, saying that having
one contractor on both projects
will lead to cost savings and
technology sharing.

Northrup Grumman, the other
finalist, has a long reputation
with the Navy as the builder of
the former F-14 Tomcat. The
company has pitched a “clean
sheet” design that wouldn’t
share major elements with the

White House statement to Congress

F-47. Supporters flip Boeing’s
argument on its head, saying
that Northrop Grumman will be
able to concentrate on the pro-
ject instead of splitting its ener-
gy and manufacturing capacity
on building two sixth-generation
jets simultaneously.

Lockheed Martin, the builder
of both the F-22 and F-3S5, was
eliminated from the competition
last year.

How much money is available
for the F/A-XX project is a ques-
tion for the 2028 budget, when
the contractor will be decided
and design work is further down
the road. Once into Engineering
and Manufacturing Development
(EMD), the cost of the F/A-XX
and its piece of the budget will
come into focus.

The F/A-XX is budgeted to get
$140 million in fiscal 2027 —
$68 million from the baseline
defense budget and $72 million

WA WY 7]

from reconciliation funding that
would need to be passed in sep-
arate legislation by Congress.

The Marine Corps has its own
ideas — and they may not
square with its parent depart-
ment, the Navy.

Lt. Gen. William Swan, the
Marine Corps’ deputy comman-
dant for aviation, told reporters
at a meeting in Quantico, Va.,
that its concept for a sixth-gen-
eration fighter jet that would
enter service around 2041 is one
that will likely “look like” but
not necessarily be the same as
the Navy’s choice for the F/A-
XX.

“We’re fast following with the
Air Force, right?” Swan said,
according to Breaking Defense.
“They got the F-47, the Navy’s
looking at F/A-XX, and they’re
just starting on that. So, we are
going to watch.”

In the meantime, the services
can look at their respective piec-
es of the Pentagon’s $21.4 billion
buy of fifth-generation F-35
Lightning II fighters in the 2027
budget.

The Air Force will buy 38
F-35As, which take off and land
at bases.

The Navy will receive 37
F-35Cs, which can be carrier-
launched or operate from bases.

U.S. AIR FORCE

The Marines will receive 10
F-35Bs, which can take off and
land vertically and operate from
amphibious assault warships or
unfinished airstrips on land.

The total buy of 85 F-3S Light-
ning II variants is up from 47
last year.

Mark Cancian, an analyst for
the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in Wash-
ington, said it is difficult to fore-
cast the future for the sixth-
generation fighters in a year
when the Pentagon is asking for
a record-shattering $1.5 trillion
in total spending.

Future administrations may be
more financially constrained,
have different priorities and also
need to pay the bills for current
conflicts like Operation Desert
Fury against Iran.

Cancian said various priorities
— such as the likelihood that the
Marines would want a sixth-
generation fighter with a vertical
take-off and landing capability
— could come up against a mon-
ey crunch that might zero out
one or more of the aircraft ideas.

“There’s not much need to cut
anything when talking about how
to spend $1.5 trillion,” Cancian
said.

warner.gary@stripes.com
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Marines give update on shaving exemptions

Troops have 12
months to meet
the standards
for grooming

By Lypia GorpoN
Stars and Stripes

Marines with medical condi-
tions requiring shaving exemp-
tions will be evaluated for pos-
sible separation if they cannot
meet grooming standards within
12 months, according to an up-
dated message to the force.

The directive clarifies the
timeline and counseling process
for Marines with medical shav-
ing waivers, including those for
pseudofolliculitis barbae, a con-
dition that can cause a person to
experience painful inflammation
after shaving.

Commonly known as razor
bumps, the condition dispropor-
tionately affects Black men.

The one-year limit is intended
to give commands time to mon-
itor Marines’ conditions and
progress.

Those whose conditions are
not resolved within that period
“will be evaluated for adminis-
trative separation,” the message
states.

Interim changes were an-
nounced last year, when the
service introduced the possibil-
ity of separating Marines who
remain on shaving waivers for

and policies for separating Marines who require medical shaving waivers.

more than a year.

The update issued April 24
sets requirements for commands
to monitor a Marine’s progress,
including formal counseling at
six months.

It also says no administrative
separations under the policy will
be approved before Oct. 1.

Failure to meet grooming
standards within the period may

be considered adversely affect-
ing good order and discipline,
the message says, adding that
such cases are not classified as
disabilities.

The update aligns with a
broader Pentagon effort to tight-
en enforcement of grooming
standards across the services.

That effort follows guidance
from Defense Secretary Pete

ALyssa CHULUDU.S. MaRINE Corps / 3d Marine Division
U.S. Marines shave during a field exercise at Camp Fuiji, Japan, Nov. 26, 2023. A message to the force published Friday has updated timelines

Hegseth, who in September
directed service leaders to re-
view grooming and physical
fitness standards.

“No more beardos,” Hegseth
told senior military officials at a
symposium last year. “The era
of rampant and ridiculous shav-
ing profiles is done. Simply put,
if you ... don’t want to shave and
look professional, it’s time for a

new position or a new profes-
sion.”

The memo does not address
whether additional exemptions
to the policy will be granted.

Religious waivers for shaving
are handled separately under
existing policies.

gordon.lydia@stripes.com
@lydia_stripes

Pentagon seeks to codify
Department of War title

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon is asking Congress to codify
the Department of War name.

A Defense Department legisla-
tive proposal sent to Capitol Hill
this month estimates the name
change to date has cost about $50
million, and the proposal would
make roughly 7,600 conforming
changes to federal law. Costs are
being collected and will be avail-
able after the fiscal year 2026 is
completed.

“The revision to the desig-
nation of the Department serves
as a fundamental reminder of the
importance and reverence of our
core mission, to fight and win
wars,” the proposal reads. “It
serves as a strategic objective in
which to measure and prioritize
all activities.”

The Congressional Budget

Office in January estimated that
implementing the renaming of
DOD could cost as much as $125
million or more depending on the
scope of the change.

“CBO’s estimate is uncertain
because [the Defense Depart-
ment] has not provided informa-
tion about how it plans to imple-
ment the order,” the budget
office wrote in an 11-page letter.
“Costs would be at least a few
million dollars if [the Defense
Department] phased in a mini-
mal implementation, but they
could be as large as $125 million
if the name change was imple-
mented broadly and rapidly
throughout the department. A
statutory renaming could cost
hundreds of millions of dollars
depending on how Congress and
[the Defense Department] chose
to implement the change.”

Codifying the name comes

after President Donald Trump in
September signed an executive
order instructing the Pentagon to
begin using the name “Depart-
ment of War” in official commu-
nications and to pursue actions
that would permanently rename
the Defense Department. The
secondary title has not been
approved by Congress.

A group of Senate Democrats
in September called for a formal
cost assessment of the presi-
dent’s order.

“Given the Trump adminis-
tration’s repeated emphasis on
fiscal restraint ... this symbolic
renaming is both wasteful and
hypocritical,” the senators wrote
at the time. “It appears to pri-
oritize political theater over re-
sponsible governance, while
diverting resources from core
national security functions.”

Republican lawmakers at the

MabeLyN KeecH/Office of the Secretary of War

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth finishes the installation of a
Department of War plaque at the River Entrance in front of the

Pentagon in Arlington, Va., last year.

time of Trump’s order — Rep.
Greg Steube, of Florida, and
Sens. Mike Lee, of Utah, and
Rick Scott, of Florida — intro-
duced legislation to redesignate
the Defense Department as the
Department of War and rename
the position of Defense Secretary
to Secretary of War.

The department’s website,

social media accounts and some
signage at the Pentagon have
since been changed to reflect the
renaming. In November, a new
Department of War plaque was
installed at the Pentagon’s main
entrance for visiting VIPs.

adams.matthew@stripes.com
@MatthewAdams60
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Soldiers put handmade drones to test

Troops build
craft for combat
on jungle range
In Philippines
By SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes

FORT MAGSAYSAY, Philip-
pines — In a jungle training area
north of Manila, American sol-
diers are assembling some of the
military’s newest drone aircraft
by hand, fitting together parts in
the field before sending them
into the air.

The work is being done by
members of the U.S. Army’s 3rd
Mobile Brigade, 25th Infantry
Division, based in Hawaii, who
are participating in Balikatan,
the annual joint exercise be-
tween the United States and the
Philippines.

Nearby, members of a small
unit known as Lightning Lab —
a 13-soldier team focused on
modernizing the division —
distribute components, some of
them 3D-printed on site, and
train soldiers to build the un-
manned aircraft.

The approach reflects a shift
in how the Army is thinking
about drones, not just as special-
ized equipment issued from
above but as tools that can be
assembled, modified and de-
ployed by units in the field.

The drone most often seen at
Fort Magsaysay is a small quad-
copter known as the Kestrel, a
first-person-view aircraft devel-
oped by Lightning Lab, which
focuses on innovation and trans-
formation. Controlled by a sol-
dier wearing goggles, the Kestrel
can be flown individually or as
part of a group.

Footage of recent testing in
Hawaii shows the kamikaze
drones — roughly the size of a
Frisbee — striking wooden
ground targets using small 3D-
printed munitions attached to
their frames.

Lighting Lab’s director, Lt.
Col. Nathan Whitney, said the
drones can be configured to
operate in coordinated groups.

“One pilot controls multiple
aircraft,” he said on April 30 at
Magsaysay, describing how the
drones can fly in formation and
be directed to swarm toward a
shared target.

To help soldiers understand
the system, troops have built
their own training aid — an
improvised display of motors,
rotors and wiring mounted on an
empty field ration box to show
how the pieces fit together.
Whitney said the cardboard box
drone is capable of flight.

PHoTOS BY AARON K|DD/Stars and Stripes

A Filipino soldier watches a member of the U.S. Army’s 25th Infantry Division fly a drone at Fort Magsaysay, Philippines.

A training aid built with a field ration box by 25th Infantry Division
soldiers in the Philippines helps troops understand how drones work.

Company commanders select
soldiers to receive drone train-
ing, Whitney said, as the Army
works to expand the number of
troops familiar with the tech-
nology.

The drone section of one unit,
a multipurpose company within
the brigade, uses a mix of air-
craft, from small quadcopters to
larger surveillance systems such
as the Ghost X and the C-100.

Staff Sgt. Maciel Hay, who
decides when, where and which
drone to launch, said the aircraft
have become part of routine
operations, even as conventional
methods remain in use.

“We still do traditional recon-
naissance,” she said after a drill
at Magsaysay in which drones
were used to knock out an ene-
my bunker.

One of the larger systems, the

nghtmg Lab’s director, Lt Col. Nathan Whitney, said the training ald
a cardboard box drone, is capable of flight.

Ghost X, is stored in a box re-
sembling a guitar case. Weigh-
ing about 54 pounds, it can fly
more than an hour and reach
speeds of about 37 mph, said
Spc. Jose Madrigal, a member of
the unit.

“We fly it with a laptop,” he
said.

The drone is equipped with
thermal imaging and can be
programmed to circle an area or
follow designated waypoints,

Madrigal said. It requires a
small team to launch and a
clearing of about 33 feet.

Lightning Lab is sharing its
work with other Army units, said
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Aaron
Dunson, the lab’s operations
officer.

“This Kestrel took us six to 12
months to develop,” he said. “We
want other divisions to have
access to our knowledge so they
can get to this level faster.”
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Navy Stingray drone makes initial flight

MQ-25A designed
as an unmanned
in-flight refueler
for carrier aircraft

By GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

The Navy’s unmanned
MQ-25A Stingray made its first
flight last month, an early step
toward a future mix of manned
and unmanned aircraft oper-
ating from carriers at sea.

The two-hour flight originated
from the Boeing production
plant at MidAmerica St. Louis
Airport in Mascoutah, Ill., ac-
cording to the Navy.

The Stingray is designed as
an unmanned remote-controlled
in-flight refueler.

It would take off from an
aircraft carrier and fly up to
500 nautical miles with more
than 14,000 pounds of fuel to
transfer to F/A-18E/F Super
Hornet aircraft.

The Stingray would then re-
turn to the carrier to be re-
fueled for additional missions.

Aerial refueling from carriers
is currently performed by
crewed F/A-18E/F Super Hor-
nets. The Stingray would free
up more manned aircraft for
combat and other roles during
deployed operations.

Jamie CosGROVE/Boeing

The Navy’s Boeing MQ-25A Stingray unmanned aircraft made its first flight Saturday from the Boeing production plant at MidAmerica St. Louis

Airport in Mascoutah, Il

“The MQ-25A is not just an
aircraft: it’s the first step in
integrating unmanned aerial
refueling onto the carrier deck,
directly enabling our manned
fighters to fly further and fas-
ter,” said Rear Adm. Tony Ros-
si, who oversees the Program
Executive Office for Unmanned
Aviation and Strike Weapons.

Boeing said in a statement
that the MQ-25A is the “Navy’s
gateway” to integrating un-
manned aircraft on the carrier
deck, enabling manned-un-

manned aircraft teaming in the
future.

“The MQ-25A is the most
complex autonomous system
ever developed for the carrier
environment, and this historic
achievement advances us closer
to safely integrating the Sting-
ray into the carrier air wing,”
said Dan Gillian, vice president
and general manager of Boeing
Air Dominance.

Navy and Boeing “air vehicle
pilots” flew the Stingray from a
ground control station last

month, putting it through flight
control, engine performance and
handling tests.

Capt. Daniel Fucito, the Na-
vy’s Unmanned Carrier Aviation
program manager, said the
Stingray will now undergo more
rigorous testing designed to
expand the aircraft’s “perfor-
mance envelope” and ensure
proper operation of all the sys-
tems required for aerial refuel-
ing missions.

After the additional testing at
the Boeing facility, the Stingray

will go to Naval Air Station
Patuxent River, Md., to prepare
for carrier qualifications.

The Stingray flown last month
is the first of four Engineering
Development Model aircraft
that will be delivered to the
Navy under an $80S million
contract.

The Navy’s 2027 budget pro-
posal, released last month, in-
cludes a request for three
MQ-25A Stingrays.

warner.gary@stripes.com

Ingalls awarded
$283M contract for
new FIF(X) frigate

By ALExX WILsSON
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Navy awarded a
nearly $283 million contract to
HII’s Ingalls Shipbuilding to
jumpstart work on a new frigate
meant to recover from the delays
and costs of the abandoned Con-
stellation-class program.

The first $80.6 million of the
contract allows Ingalls’ shipyard
in Pascagoula, Miss., to begin
pre-construction efforts, secure
key materials and refine designs
for the future FF(X) frigate,
according to April 28 announce-
ments from the company and the
Pentagon.

No competing bids were
sought for the contract due to
“unusual and compelling urgen-
cy,” the Pentagon said in its
contract announcement.

Then-Navy Secretary John
Phelan announced in November
that the Navy would abandon

most of the $22 billion Constella-
tion-class guided-missile frigate
program that was fraught with
delays and inflated costs.

The program’s first two ships,
the USS Constellation and USS
Congress, will still be completed,
but construction of four addition-
al ships was canceled.

Phelan, who was ousted last
month, announced in December
that the Navy would instead
pursue the FF(X) program using
the Coast Guard’s Legend-class
national security cutter as a
framework to save on time and
design costs.

Under the new contract, In-
galls will begin “cutting and
shaping raw materials to support
future phases of work on the
main structure foundation and
the overall construction sequenc-
ing plan of the first frigate,”
according to the company.

“We are excited to partner

U.S. Navy

A rendering of the Navy’s planned FF(X) frigate shared by Jason Potter, assistant secretary of the Navy for
research, development and acquisition.

with the Navy to bring these
preproduction steps under con-
tract to accelerate delivery of the
frigates that our warfighters
need,” Brian Blanchette, Ingalls
Shipbuilding president, said in
the news release.

About 73% of the contract’s
initial $80.6 million funding will
be sourced from the Navy’s fis-
cal 2026 shipbuilding and con-
version funds, while the remain-
ing 27% is funded through Navy
research and development funds,
according to the Pentagon.

The Pentagon’s pursuit of a

new frigate is part of President
Donald Trump’s “Golden Fleet”
initiative, which also aims to
secure another new class, the
BBG(X), also known as the
Trump-class battleship.

The FF(X) and BBG(X) repre-
sent the Navy’s attempt to secure
“a new small surface combatant
ship and a much larger surface
combatant with significant fire
power,” according to the De-
fense Department’s Budget
Overview Book for fiscal year
2027.

The Navy’s fiscal year 2026

budget request includes $65.8
billion to buy 18 warships and 16
auxiliary ships, including three
submarines, a destroyer and an
amphibious assault ship.

Also included is the first FF(X)
frigate, support for the design
and development of the BBG(X)
and continued incremental fund-
ing for the third and fourth Ford-
class aircraft carriers, according
to an April 21 news release from
the Navy.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
@AlexMNWilson
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Top admiral Ians into ore-i upgrades

Caudle pushes

life/work balance
( .

through ‘Sailors

. y o+ ey .

First” initiative
By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

HOUSTON — The Navy’s top
officer has a problem — and he’s
pretty happy about it.

The service is seeing record
retention and recruiting levels
for a second year in a row, a
“dream problem” for a chief of
naval operations, said Adm.
Daryl Caudle, who stepped into
the role in August after leading
Fleet Forces Command.

Nearly all ships are filled at
about 90% or higher and nearly
as many sailors are matched to
their specific job on the ship,
leaving him the breathing room
to tackle other challenges within
the service, Caudle said during
an interview April 15 as the
Navy hosted its first Fleet Week
in a Texas city.

Caudle has leaned into keep-
ing and incentivizing the best,
most technically skilled sailors
to remain in the service and is
making sure their experience
with the military is “world-
class.”

Now eight months into the job,
Caudle has prioritized work-life
balance through a “Sailors First”
initiative. It is focused on life
challenges that can be exacer-
bated by the nature of military
service, such as access to affor-
dable child care, a variety of
healthy meals, reliable internet
access and smartphone-compat-
ible administrative systems and
housing that is not on the ship
where a sailor is assigned to
duty.

That work begins with bring-
ing in clear-eyed new recruits
who know what the Navy is
about, he said. Recruiting is
about 1 to 2 percentage points
ahead of where it was this time
last year, which saw the service
enlist 44,096 future sailors — a
number not seen since the early
2000s.

“Our process illuminates [Na-
vy service]. They like going to
sea. They like going to different
countries. They like the combat
arms part of the job. I think we
have a very appealing mission
set for people who want to do
that for a living,” Caudle said.

The fact that about 90% of all
enlistees make it to their first
afloat unit shows that recruiters
are finding the right folks for the
job and the service’s prep course
and initial trainings are effec-
tive, he said.

One of the first things Caudle

B e

PHoTos BY JoHN BELLINO/U.S. Navy

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Daryl Caudle provides remarks at Houston’s City Hall during Fleet Week

Houston on April 15.

“l want them to
grow up a bit and
be on their own,
and | think they
have the
opportunity to do
that more if
they’re not on the
ship.”

Adm. Daryl Caudle
chief of naval operations

focused on for those new, youn-
ger sailors is making sure they
have a place to live off the ship
when not underway. Dubbed
“No Sailor Lives Afloat,” the
initiative has moved roughly
5,900 sailors into barracks in-
stead of berthing, according to
Navy Installation Command.

To do this, the service autho-
rized more senior sailors to
receive a housing allowance to
live off base and free up space
in the barracks, Caudle said.

The idea that the sailors de-
ployed for more than 10 months
now on the aircraft carrier USS
Gerald R. Ford — a post-Viet-
nam War record for a carrier —
could come home and keep liv-
ing on the ship “is just not
right,” he said. It is small and
restrictive and does not give
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Caudle engages with sailors and Marines at Houston’s City Hall.

them the reprieve from work
needed to disconnect, socialize
and learn independence.

“I want them to grow up a bit
and be on their own, and I think
they have the opportunity to do
that more if they’re not on the
ship,” he said.

Meeting that goal in some
locations has proved more diffi-
cult because of low supplies of
affordable housing near the
base, such as in San Diego and
Rota, Spain, and also across
Japan, Caudle said.

Once sailors are settled on a
base, Caudle has reimagined
galley facilities to be more like
those feeding athletes on college
campuses across the United
States. Unlike the Army, which
is outsourcing a similar effort
through private contracts, the
Navy is sending its cooks to the
Culinary Institute of America in

Hyde Park, N.Y.

There, Navy cooks are train-
ing with professional chefs on a
35-day menu with different sta-
tions, said Rear Adm. John He-
witt, commander of Navy Region
Southeast. The first transformed
galley will open in his region
next month at Naval Construc-
tion Battalion Center Gulfport,
in Mississippi.

“I saw some pictures of them
being trained by the chef and
the dishes they are putting out, it
was like we’ve never seen in our
galleys before,” said Hewitt, who
oversees 18 bases. He answered
questions during a tour of the
littoral combat ship the USS St.
Louis in Houston.

The move to fresh, made-to-
order meals is answering a call
from sailors for more healthy
options and more variety, Hewitt
said.

Another quick fix that began
in 2024 was for all gyms to stay
open 24/7. It’s done, Hewitt said.

“You have to register, but
once you’re registered, anytime,
you can walk into any fitness
center and gym. That’s huge,”
he said. “That was a huge de-
mand signal from the fleet, from
our sailors, and they love it.”

An ongoing initiative to get
free wireless internet to all
bases is at about 85%, and Cau-
dle said he’s now working to-
ward smartphone-based applica-
tions for paperwork related to
moving, pay and searching for a
new assignment — not just a
PDF that people fill out just as
they would on paper.

“We’re really trying to flush
all that out and give people a
good experience where they can
do most transactions they need
to be successful via their phone.
It’s just the way we do business
today,” Caudle said.

He did acknowledge that there
are facilities on Navy bases that
have fallen into disrepair be-
cause of an underinvestment on
infrastructure — something that
plagued all the services.

For years, the Navy funded its
facility needs at about 60% to
70%, leaving some of them “brit-
tle.” That includes hangars,
roads, piers and service infras-
tructure for air, oil, water and
power.

“You can do that for a short
period of time and then pri-
oritize and hide the fact that
you’re not getting all the re-
sources you need to sustain your
facilities, but eventually it catch-
es up, and we’re there,” Caudle
said.

“I don’t want our sailors to be
in a classroom with a bucket
beside them because the roof
leaks,” he said. “I want them to
feel like they’re in a world-class
environment.”

Hewitt said turning the tide in
the southeast region is going to
take time and the order of repair
prioritizes the requirements of
the fleet.

“We have to be in sync with
the fleet. You can think of
wharfs, piers, dry docks, air-
fields, unaccompanied housing,
all of those things are really,
really high on the list,” he said.

Though people get distracted
and zero in on the technology
and weapons it takes to win
wars, Caudle said it is his job to
watch out for the sailors behind
each piece of equipment.

“It’s important for us to re-
member that,” he said. “You
build a bunch of ships, but you
don’t have all the resources to
man, train and equip all of that,
you hollow yourself out.”

thayer.rose@stripes.com
@Rose_Lori
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U.S. Army

A drone delivers a Bunker Rupture and Kinetic Explosive Round
during a demonstration at Redstone Arsenal, Ala.

Small drone busts
bunker in test of
Army warhead

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

Small drones armed with bun-
ker-busting firepower could be
added to the arsenal of front-line
troops, giving them a new battle-
field option for cracking harden-
ed targets without the help of
outside air support.

A new warhead, developed in
just two weeks, was successfully
deployed during a live-fire dem-
onstration at an Army training
grounds in Alabama, the service
said in a statement.

The March 26 detonation
“demonstrates a new and potent
capability for the modern war-
fighter and illustrates how engi-
neers can quickly design, fab-
ricate and integrate hardware to
meet urgent and compelling
needs,” the Army statement said.

The so-called Bunker Rupture
and Kinetic Explosive Round, or
BRAKER, is a lightweight war-
head designed to be carried on
agile one-way attack drones, the
Army said.

The effort reflects a broader
push by the Army to incorporate
drones and more strike options at
the small ground unit level. The

project, led by a team of Army
developers at Picatinny Arsenal,
N.J., used 3D printing technology
to go from concept to live fire in
two weeks, said Col. Vincent
Morris, the project manager. A
dozen bombs were created dur-
ing the initiative.

The team is now creating a
plan to help industry scale “this
critical warfighter advantage,”
Morris said.

The Army didn’t say how soon
the BRAKER could be fielded,
but the program encapsulates
how the Army is prioritizing the
types of capabilities that have
proven effective for Ukrainian
forces in their war with Russia.

Army Secretary Dan Driscoll,
who has been dubbed the “drone
guy” by President Donald
Trump, recently told lawmakers
the service was capitalizing on
lessons learned from the Russia-
Ukraine war.

The Ukrainian military has
“fundamentally changed the
approach to warfare,” Driscoll
said during a recent hearing.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
@john_vandiver

New munition could extend
Navy aircraft strike range

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Navy succeeded in
its test launch of a new long-
range version of the Joint Direct
Attack Munition, marking a
milestone for a weapon that
could allow carrier-based air-
craft to strike targets from grea-
ter range.

The early April demonstration
of the JDAM long-range variant
involved two Navy F/A-18 fight-
ers, which carried the munitions
during two test events, the Navy
said. The weapon safely separat-
ed from the aircraft each time
and used existing interfaces and
navigation, the Navy said.

Each demonstration covered
200 nautical miles while main-
taining consistent guidance to its
target, it added.

“The program recognizes a
critical need to provide the fleet
with greater standoff range,”
Capt. Sarah Abbott, precision
strike weapons program manag-
er, said in a statement. “This
new capability allows pilots to
engage targets from significantly
safer distances, maintaining a

Naval Air Warfare Center

A Navy F/A-18 fighter aircraft carries the new long-range variant of the
Joint Direct Attack Munition during a test event off the coast of

California in early April.

tactical advantage in contested
environments.”

Existing JDAM systems have
been put to heavy use during the
American bombing campaign in
Iran so far, adding pressure on
U.S. supplies of precision-guided
weapons.

With the successful demon-
strations, the new JDAM variant
now moves on to the next qual-
ification phase, with a focus

on shipboard integration, the
Navy said.

The timeline for fielding the
munition has not been publicly
detailed, but the Navy has con-
tinued to stress the priority of
the weapon as it seeks to expand
its options for striking targets at
farther distances.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
@john_vandiver

Marines release concept video
for planned Medium Landing Ship

By GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

The Marine Corps has re-
leased a video showing the de-
sign concept for its McClung-
class Medium Landing Ships,
designed to deliver 800 tons of
troops, weapons, supplies and
other equipment directly to
beachheads.

Based on the LST-100 design
from Dutch shipbuilder Damen
Shipyards Group, the new ships
would be part of President Do-
nald Trump’s “Golden Fleet”
naval modernization program.
The lead ship, USS McClung,
would be built at the Bollinger
Shipyards of Pascagoula, Miss.
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U.S. Marine Corps

The Marines released a video showing the design concept for its
McClung-class Medium Landing Ships.

“By selecting a mature, in-
service platform, the Navy can
build these ships at speed, add-
ing critical capacity to the fleet
quickly and affordably,” the
video says.

The lead ship is named after
Marine Maj. Megan M.L.
McClung, who was Killed in
combat in Iraq in 2006. McClung
was the first female graduate of
the U.S. Naval Academy to be
killed in action in any conflict.

The approximately 325-foot-
long McClung-class ships will
have a displacement of about
4,000 tons. They would include a
flight deck capable of accommo-
dating helicopters, vertical take-
off and landing aircraft, and
drones. The video lists NMESIS
and HIMARS missile systems as
among the weapons that could

be deployed from the ships.

The Marines touts the LSM as
a “shore-to-shore” asset capable
of beaching itself and then dis-
engaging and returning to sea.

Then-U.S. Navy Secretary
John Phelan said in December
that the service plans to buy
between 18 and 35 of the LSMs.

The video casts the ship’s role
as between that of larger ships,
which require port facilities to
disembark troops and supplies,
and smaller vessels that can
operate along coastlines.

The video specifically men-
tions the Indo-Pacific theater,
where combat could be on con-
tested coastlines. China is seen
as a “near-peer” military ad-
versary in the region.

warner.gary@stripes.com
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