4

-—

* “ YEARS

|><|\\\’

2025
PACIFIC

PGS STARSWUSTRIPES. Community Publication
Veteran Owned Business

Hagatna / Tumon / Dededo / Mangilao

N e VOLUME 19 NO. 21 MAY 12 — MAY 25, 2025
JAMAICANGRILL.COM
SUBMIT STORIES TO: GUAM@STRIPES.COM e GUAM.STRIPES.COM e [ FACEBOOK.COM/STRIPESPACIFIC

BDMMEMDRATING

|
x |
Fay. i

YEARS

Stars and Stripes marks hlstnnc’ﬁ,
anniversary 1n the Paclflc,mﬁ

‘ ‘I

Special 16-page pullout inside

o ¥

* YEARS ,{

*** ***

2N
1945 2025
PACIFIC

N T = MY LIFE It took me time to adjust
. - B ) I slid right through the good and bad
\ ; - am a military child But | trusted my parents with all my trust
My parents serve the country
They let us have a free life | am a military child
We smile at them with glee My parents still push with all their might

They make many risks for us to live
Semetimes they have to leave for a while §o | woent have to grow up to fight
They may be gone about half a year
(dr mayhe even more
When they come home, | cheer

’ ﬂmons MILITARY CHILDREN STORIES m%
| move to different place, just like Guam
5 KFC >
S @aw

Leanna Lim, 5th Grade
Andersen Elementary School
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By Alex Perez

am not a military

child, but I
am a military
connected  child.

My grandpa is a
retired Colonel in
the Air Force. My
mom was also in
the Air Force a long time ago but she was
only in for a short time.

Being a military connected child allows
me to go to Andersen Elementary School
so I learn how to use the computer and |
can get a lot of knowledge such as reading
my close reader. Most kids can’t
get to see how fun Anderson
Elementary is unless you are a
military connected child.

One example was to see
the jets when we went to
Pet the Jet. I saw a lot of
jets and airplanes, but sadly I
got fiberglass on me so a lot of

office, but | enjoyed my time there. | - 4

saw F16, F20 and FI8 airplanes.

Another reason I am special for
being a military connected child is
I can watch dolphin news. | saw
that the General was on dolphin
news. | own a beach on base called
Jinapsan Beach and the General
came to my beach and | thought
that was cool. It was a very good
experience meeting the General. He
is one of the many leaders who serve and
protect our country.

There are so many reasons | am special
for being a military connected child, but
it’s being good friends with other military

connected children that makes me special.

By Elaina Reyes

eing a military kid is pretty
Bfun, but sometimes it can be
hard too. One thing I really
like is getting to travel. I've been

TR B
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see what kind of
% | money they use.
(| Its different in
each country!
1 also ke
{1l meeting  new
friends when
we move. | love
trying new foods,
especially McDonald’s
in different countries. My favorite
McDonald’s so far was in South Korea. The
food there was really yummy!

But there are some things | don’t really
like. I really miss my family back in Florida.
I miss my cousins, my grandparents, and
all my uncles and aunties. I also miss my
dad a lot when he has to leave for work.
Sometimes he’s gone for a long time, and
that makes me sad. So even though being a
military kid is fun sometimes, it can also be
a little hard.

SEE MORE FROM

MRS. RHODES CLASS ON PAGE 4
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ntroducing our §35 Start Add-On unlimited plan!

Add an additional Unlimited line for only
. 535 per month!
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existing customers. FREE Samsung Galaxy A15 offer only valid o
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By Callie Miller

y dad is in the military and
that means | am a military
child. I love being a

military child but there are some
bad things about it. Here are a few
personal examples from my journey. o

I get to travel all around the world.
| have been to islands, mountains, and m
even deserts. It is fun going on all the #~ Lo
planes when I travel. It is also fun trying
new foods and getting to meet new people!

Whenever | move, | have to leave my old friends,
and sometimes it is hard for me to make new friends
quickly. When people start to know me, it ends up
being time for us to move so that is always something
I'am thinking about. I also have to get used to the new
places and people and try to respect their culture at
the same time. The worst thing is that I don’t get
to see my family much! I miss seeing my family and
hanging out with them and when I am not there I begin
to feel like I am no longer a part of the family. I feel
like the bond I have with my cousins is hanging on by
a thread because we don’t get to talk or play as often
as we did in the past. Now that we are further away
from them we can’t go back home for short visits.

So while there are several bad things there are also
good things about being a military child and it is an
experience | would not want to change.

By Harpyr Schiffman

hat it means to be a
W military kid to me is
moving to different

places, meeting new people,
and making friends.

Being a military kid is
sometimes  really  great
because we get to move to a
lot of really cool new places
and countries. When we move
we also get to go on lots of
different vacations.

Sometimes moving is really
sad though, I miss my old house and all my friends
and my school. Change isn’t easy for me and takes me
a long time to know everything. But going to a new
place means | make new friends.

Moving also means that sometimes my daddy has
to leave, and I don’t like it when my daddy leaves but
I know he is protecting our country from bad guys.

Check out more mlhtarg chlldren stories at

militarychild.stripes.com

3rd Grade +* Mrs. Rhodes

By Ava Montgomery

n my opinion being a

military kid has its ups

and downs. | have been
able to make a lot of friends,
and travel to many different
places.

This life can be fun because
you can make new friends
often. Sometimes it can be
difficult because you might
have to move away, or your
friend might have to move
away. In my opinion this has
been sad. Making new friends helped me along the way.

Another reason I like being a military kid is I get to
travel the world. | have lived in Texas, North Dakota
and Guam. | have traveled to and visited Japan, Alaska,
Seattle, South Korea, and many other places. My
favorite place so far was Japan!

In Conclusion, being able to travel the world is my
favorite thing about being a military kid. My least
favorite is leaving friends behind when moving to a new
place. Therefore, being a military kid has its ups and
downs.
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By Grayson Jackson

T o me being a Military kid is happy and sad
because see and meet new cultures. And at
the same time you have to leave friends and
family when you PCS then make new friends. Being a
military kid makes me feel special because there are
so many military children and I am happy to be a part
of that.

By London Bush

like being a military child. |
get to move to different
places, like Japan, Boston,
Washington, and Texas. It’s
awesome but | still miss my
friends along the way. Being a
military child has its ups and
downs. 'm moving to Utah
this year where a lot of my
family lives so that means I'm
leaving Guam. Sad but still 'm
proud to be a military
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Guam’s Fastest And Most Reliable Shipping Service From The U.S. West Coast

i 5 K & fil an It fr

il LOTTE HOTEL GUAM(

BENEFITS UPON CHECK IN

Caily breakfast buffet
One draft beer coupon
20% F&B Discount

Free Gym Usage 24 hours

Free Laundry Room Usage 24 hours
(detergent not provided)

YyYYyYvyvyy

*Subject to changes without prior notice

FACILITY HOURS .
POOL EE
DAILY €:00 am = 8:00 pm =
POOLBAR =+'£
DAILY 12:00 PM - 8:00 PM 5

LA SEINE RESTAURANT

BREAKFAST 7:00 AM-10:00 AM
MOMN SUNSET BBQ (Pool Side)  6:00 PM- 8:00 PM
TUE, THU-SUN 5:40 PM- 9:00 PM

La Seine Dinner buffet with Island Dance Show
For more information

i

LOUNGE & DELI(Starbucks Coffee available)
DAILY 7:00 AM - 8:00 PM

*Hours subject to change without prior notice

®) (s7) 6as-68N

@ lotteguamireservation@lotte.nat @ SCAN ME
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SCAN THE QR CODE TO SHOP GUAM'S
BEST SELECTION OF USED VEHICLES

"™ 2019 MITSUBISHI

Bursr A MIRAGE G4
NOW $10,995

0R PER
$8° PAYCHECK

2014 TOYOTA

NOW *9,995

OR PER
$73 PAYCHECK

2015 MITSUBISHI
OUTLANDER SPORT

NOW 57,995

0R PER
$5 9 PAYCHECK

e

2 "7 2015 DODGE - 2015 FORD S 2015 FORD
5., . GRAND CARAVAN = .« EXPLORER =1~ TAURUS SE
NOW$11,995 e, NOWS12,995 =zra==2 NOWS312,995

0R PER OR PER 0 PER
$88 PAYCHECK $ 95 PAYCHECK $ 95 PAYCHECK

R 2017 TOYOTA 2017 MAZDA ' 2019 BUICK
= s COROLLA e~ MAZDAG ENCORE
B NOW$12,995 - NOW 514,995 NOW $15,395

0R PER 0R PER O PER
& 95 PAYCHECK $110PAYCHECK $117PAYCHECK

== -
#24M187A ".

P CAMARO | - VENUE HR-V EX
\ @ w—=  NOWS16.995 \  _ ~—am  NOWS17995 NOW 517,995
UR$124FE%HEGK k s . DR$132|':LE\%HECK o) = UH$132PAYBHECK

#20P182 #24P322 | ™ #24P242 |

2017 GMC 2016 BUICK o wromwsr WS 5016 GMC
. « ACADIA LTD -~ | ACROSSE fﬂ‘* YUKON SLE
NOW 18,995 WD NOW 19,995

= _ W‘ NOW 522,995
- UR$139I|:E¥CHECK S S 0R$168”‘YC"ECK

*WITH APPROVED CREDIT. TERMS AND CONDITIONS MAY VARY. MONTHLY PAYMENTS ARE ONLY ESTIMATES DERIVED FROM THE VEHICLE PRICE AT A 72 MONTH TERM, 8.0% INTEREST AND 10% DOWN
PAYMENT. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

AUTO SPeT %géﬂ ﬁﬁ#ﬂ%%{?gf I]JR, HAGATNA ©e 00

WWW.GUAMAUTOSPOT.COM

#24C122 | ="

SCAN TO MAKE YOUR
RESERVATION

*,FUR ASLOWAS

s3 A DAY

" WITH FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE

BASIC INSURANCE IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE RENTAL PRICE. ALL OFFERS ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AND MAY CHANGE
WITHOUT NOTICE. FREE PICK-UP AND DROP-OFF AVAILABLE. SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. FOR RESERVATIONS OR
FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL (671) 648-7498 OR EMAIL US AT CUSTOMER.SERVICE@SIXTGUAM.COM.

WE HAVE THE VEHICLES TO
GIVE US A CALL TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY AT 671.648.7498 SIXI.
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| s <34) 7 [ |GIFT GERTIFIBATES
\ J d [

FROM GOODWIND TRAVEL FOR TICKETS
TO PHILIPPINE AIRI.INES

MM THEATRES MOVIE TICKETS! FOOD & DRINKS FROM BURGER KING! FOOT LOCKER GIFT CARDS!

JULY 26, 2025]| 2PM

MICRONESIA MM.I. CENTER COURT
@ e ﬁ e @f@

ER
atkinskroll .7 iisodad KING

> bt Foot Locker

YOU MUSTEE PRESENT TO WIN AT THE CRAND PRIZE DRAWING! INSTANT PRIZES CAN BE REDEEMED RICHT AWAY. TERMS AND CONDITI OMNS APPLY.
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What Does it Mean to be A Military Child?
By Hannah Pastor

eing a military child means a lot, it
B means that you never stay in one place

forever, it means that you never only
have one friend. My dad is in the military, he
is in the Air Force. | am really proud of my dad
because he works hard to serve our island and
he makes me a military child.

I will tell you what being a military child
means to me. Since | am a military child, my
life has a lot of changes like: moving, making
new friends, living in a new house, being en-
rolled in a new school, living in a new town or
city. It is hard at first but you will get used to
it. Just like I did, for me moving is actually fun
now! When you move, it might be sad but it
will be fun and exciting when you experience it.

My family goes through a lot of changes
every few years and it is pretty hard and sad.
But, [ learned that being a military child is ac-
tually a fun experience because I get to visit
new places, meet new people, and go to a new
school. When [ first moved, I was really sad be-
cause [ lived in Germany for seven years. When
I heard my family and I were moving to North
Carolina, I was really sad. But, if I hadn’t moved
I wouldn’t know what moving would be like and
how it felt.

I was also enrolled in a new school and boy,
was | nervous! But, then a girl named Journey
came up to me and started talking to me. From
then on, we were close friends. | made even
more friends as the school year went on. Now,
when [ think about my first move | remember
how sad [ was but now I am happy that I moved.
I made a lot of memories over the years.

To me, being a military child means: hap-
piness, joy, emotion, and adventure. Being a
military child is an adventure because like the
people in those adventure movies they go
through emotion, finding new surroundings,
being happy, and when they reach where they
were headed they are joyful. Just like military
children. I am a proud military child! @

What It Means to be a Military Child
By London Jackson

here are a lot of things a military child

I goes through. Some of them are mov-

ing, exploring different cultures, and

meeting many different people. There are also

many ups and downs of being a military child
and what [ go through.

As a military child I move everywhere.
When I move sometimes it makes me happy or
excited, and sometimes it makes me upset, like
a chunk of me gets ripped out and I need to
start completely over. That is because mak-
ing new friends is amazing but leaving old ones
is really hard.

Since I'm a military child | have met so many
people. That means I have a lot of friends. That
also means that [ have learned about many dif-
ferent cultures. Like when I moved to Guam, |
knew nothing about the Chamorro culture but
when I met new people and I learned about it in
culture [ felt a little more connected.

The last thing that military children go
through is when parents get deployed. When
my dad gets deployed he leaves for about
6 months and I don’t see him until those 6
months are over. [t makes me really upset to
see him go but | know that I'll see him again.
But | still get to call him every day before
school. Even though It’s not the same as when
he’s actually here, it’s a huge step up from not
talking to him at all.

Military children go through a lot of differ-
ent things. But not all of them have to be hard
to go through, especially because they aren’t
alone. That is what it means to be a military

child.
What Does Being A Military Child

Mean to Me
By Riley Harte

can be good or challenging. I will tell you
about three challenging things about being a

5‘ ﬁﬁ‘m w ga‘i‘u 'ii‘.‘.‘i.

lam a military child. Being a military child
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military child and three good things about be-
ing a military child.

One of the challenging things about being
a military child is that you have to move a lot.
When you move, you leave all of your friends
behind. When you move you also have to pack
everything up into boxes. You might lose one
of your favorite toys! Or you could forget to
pack something up and lose it!

Another challenging thing about being a
military child is you have to go to different
schools. Sometimes those schools have a dif-
ferent curriculum. Or sometimes those schools
are in a different part of the world so they
might speak a different language that you do
not know. Maybe the school does things you
are not used to and it takes a long time to get
used to it. Or the school does things you al-
ready know so you are not learning right away.

One last challenging thing about being a mil-
itary child is you have to make new friends.
For some people they may like to make new
friends, for others they may be shy and are
afraid to make new friends. Or maybe none of
the kids at school are like them and they are
afraid to talk to them. Or maybe the kids speak
a different language and you want to be their
friend but they do not understand you.

One of the good things about being a mili-
tary child is that you make new friends too!
One thing is that you might find a friend that
is better than the last. Or you could have the
best friend ever and never ever want to leave
them. Or last but not least, you could love your
friend and they would like you and you stay in
that one spot forever and have the best friend
ever forever.

Another reason that being a military kid
is that you could know a language that oth-
ers don’t know in your new home, or you could
learn a new language. Some kids might think
that speaking a different language is cool. So
you will make friends easier. Or you could teach
other kids to speak that language. Then those
kids will move and maybe teach that language
to other people.

The last reason being a military kid is good
is because you could move places and there
could be another culture and there might be
some cool stuff that you like. Or there could
be some new stuff that you have never seen
before. Or you could see people that look and
speak differently. This is good because this will
teach you about different cultures. Last but
not least there could be new friends from dif-
ferent cultures.

In conclusion, these are three of the bad
things about being a military child, and three
of the good things about being a military child.
This is what I like about being a military child. |
am glad that [ am a military child.

LY

What it Means To be a Military Child
By Alonzo Richardson
ave you ever had to move or travel to
H different places many times? | have.
Some military kids travel more. Mili-
tary kids like me and others have to go through
things that other kids don’t have to experience
and that’s fine. Just because we don’t do stuff
other kids do doesn’t mean that we’re different.

You travel across the world left and right
and round and round. Being a military child
means experiencing a different culture or his-
tory about the country or state you go to. You
might come to the states, come to the islands
and go back to the states.

You leave friends behind when you go some-
where else but the good thing is you make
more friends. | made friends on the first day
of school here on the island of Guam. You make
memories with your best friend somewhere
else then you leave but you make new memo-
ries wherever you go.

In conclusion, being a military child is re-
ally great! You learn different cultures, you
learn new things, new history, and getting
new friends. Being a military child is great and
all. You make new memories with new friends.
That is why [ think being a military child is
amazing!
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What It Means to be a Military Child
By Aurelia Salinas
T here are a lot of military kids in the
world. As one of them | want to make
sure that everyone knows that they
aren’t the only ones who go through the things
that a military child has to go through. Hope-
fully, this will help other military children who
are having trouble dealing with the things that
a military child has to go through.

As a military child, there are a lot of things
that my family has to go through. One of them
is moving. It's a bit harder for my family to
move since we have six people in our family.
When [ move it’s like I leave half of my life on
the other side of the world, where [ can never
reach it. [ leave my friends, my family, and my
home. But every time I left my home, I soon
learned that everywhere is my home and that
the other half of my life is unknown, or in oth-
er words, a mystery.

I've had friendships everywhere I've lived,
and I've lived in a lot of places, including New
Jersey, which is where | was born, Texas, Ja-
pan, Montana, and Guam, which is where I am
now. My favorite part about moving is that |
can make new friends and learn about differ-
ent cultures, but | really hate leaving my other
friends behind.

Another part about being a military child
is that we can learn new things such as differ-
ent cultures, different traditions, and maybe
even different languages too. P'm Mexican but
I don’t even know how to speak Spanish, but
my mom can.

Another thing about being a military child is
that sometimes family members deploy. [ know
that my dad has deployed a few times. One
time he even deployed for a year. It was very
hard to have him gone for such a long time.

Learning new things, moving, leaving
friends behind, it’s all part of being a military
child. But for me, P'm so lucky to be a military
child because I get to travel across the world
and meet new people, and | get to know some
of their cultures too. That is why I love being
a military child.

What Does it Mean to be a Military
Child
By Claire Hardesty

eing a military child isn’'t easy. Being
B a military child is challenging, I should
know. I am a military child. It means you
don’t have a group of friends forever or you
don’t grow up in the same house. | will tell you
what it is like for me.
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We all know it’s hard to be a military child.
You move to different houses, you get enrolled
in new schools, get new friends. Look at it this
way: You have a group of friends in one place
and you don’t want to leave them, right? Even-
tually, you move and meet new friends. This is
a consistent life of being a military child.

Teachers, students, and staff work togeth-
er to make schools like Andersen Elementa-
ry School (AES) a better place for students.
That’s what happens when you move. You
make schools a better place to learn. You make
people’s days by just smiling at them. You
help your family stay strong and keep push-
ing through the rough but I know what made
this school such a cool place. All the people in
my classroom rely on it: the military. Do you
realize you're on GUAM! A tiny island it’s only
212 mi2 that’s small! You do realize how lucky
you are?! The military helped you get here
with amazing principals, teachers, and friends.
You can’t buy friends or teachers like this, you
have to make friends, you have to build the
school community.

Because 'm a military child I got a chance
to meet all of you, the staff and people that
made this school a better place to learn. That
is once in a lifetime. Unless we move back but
that would be a 1% chance, again the military.

The first place that | moved to was Casa-
blanca, Morocco in Africa. That place is HUGE.
My brother and I didn’t have school there so
I couldn’t meet anybody new for school. But
I could meet a lot of people in the neighbor-
hood. My best friend was Auchie, a dog. Al-
though some might say dogs are easier to be
friends with than people. He always crawled
through our little fence to hang out. We also
had a turtle named Rocco for Morocco. He
used to eat hibiscus flowers and he also used
to follow Auchie. But when it was time to
move the owners wouldn’t let us take Auchie
so we had to leave him behind. We moved to
Virginia without Auchie but got Red back, that
is our other dog.

Once | moved to Virginia | went to Pre-
School. | was TERRIFIED! But | realized my par-
ents were there to help me. It was fun to meet
the class. In preschool | met a kid named Pen-
ny and no she was not an actual penny. She and
I were best friends. The one thing that helped
me make friends were my parents.

That is what it’s like to be a Military child.
It’s a whole bunch of emotions to get used to.
But your family is there to guide you.
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By Gavi
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too. I was born in Nev:
then [ was in Texas for
| went to South Carol
ter | came back from S
to Guam where | am |
friends throughout all
stayed strong and bray

When [ moved here
I didn’t know what sc
who was going to be tl
on the first day of tf
amazing friends, teach
school, Andersen Elem:

It’s not just leavin:
schools that’s hard, it’s
place to call home. W
find a house to buy we
It is hard to find the pe
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your friends, changing
v places to call home.
have moved a whole lot
da, moved to Arkansas,
four or five years before
ina for six months. Af-
uth Carolina, we moved
1ow. | have left lots of
of my moves, but I've
e.
to Guam two years ago,
hool | was going to or
1ere. | was super scared
ird grade. Now | have
rs, and principals at my
ntary School.
s friends and changing
- also hard finding a new
hen my family goes to
call it “house hunting”.
rfect house because you
use. It can be very hard
stuck in a hotel for two

a military child is very
hange schools, and make
 brave and stay strong
e easy and the challeng-
t it means to be a mili-

e a Military Child?

h Taino

to be a military child? I
to travel but, when you
ferent places you move
s and family. And some-
d that’s in the military
trip and you can’t come
[ but you can get lots of
t places.

to Guam it was near the
chool. When I went into
> was looking at me. The
f my classmates to help
one of my best friends.
vhen you move, you ex-
ds with different people
tures.

und a lot my brother
member in my part of
nows what | have been
get in trouble, he and |
He and | agree on some
vt like moving around a
k to places we were be-
~and so is he so I'm glad
rever we go.

tary child, you move or
sbably meet family you
Like in Las Vegas, four
e. | didn’t even know we
. And one of them is my
about the same person-
et, it feels like another
the perks of being sta-
rent places.

That is what [ think being a military child
is about in my opinion. You can learn different
languages and speak with people you want to
be friends with and communicate with their
friends too. You visit with your family and en-
joy new places.

What it Means To Be a Military Child
By Akira Shankles

T hese are the meanings about being a
military child. There are a lot of mean-
ings of being a military child. [t may be
sad or good. | handle these tough times yearly.
In every way | make the year fun.

You probably want to know about the good
stuff, so I guess I will do this first. Whenever [
travel around the world, I stay happy and hope
the flight goes well. I just have to try and look
on the bright side. So I learn a lot of new stuff.
Like probably something that I have never done
at my old school before.

I will add more facts about the good stuff.
I get to meet new people. They teach me a
new language. Also, they make me feel more
comfortable like at home. Maybe a lot of new
friends. Just like my old school.

Now I will tell you about the sad stuff. I
sometimes have a different point of view. For
example, when [ leave my old school I would lose
my friends there. [ never asked for it but that’s
just how life is.

I will talk about some more sad stuff. Some-
times they would probably speak a language
you don’t know. It’s frustrating to try and un-
derstand them. So it’s harder for me to make
new friends. Sometimes the teacher does not
know the language that I know.

As you can see, this is what it means to be a
military child. It’s also why I am still proud to be
a military child. These meanings were the bright
side and the sad side. But, when it’s time for me
to sacrifice, it will be good for me in the end.

What it Means to be a Military Child
By Loralai Lashley

eing a military child is hard but some-
B times fun. My dad is a retired Air Force

engineer. He was in the military for
twenty years. He is now working on a building
layout on Camp Blaz, the new Marine Base on
Guam. We've moved about five times. My dad
was born in Ohio. If my dad did not join the
military | would have not been born. My dad
moved to Guam because of the military and met
my mom.

It’s hard to be a military child because you
go through a lot of moving, changes, and your
parents sometimes have to travel for a work
project. My dad had to go for a lot of stuff like
weddings for his military friends or to work on
a building. The first time we got to go with him
was when we moved to Boston. That’s when [
was born. I don’t know how long we were there
but after I was born we went to Georgia where
we lived for about a year.

Then we moved to Alaska that is where |
picked my first pumpkin. Alaska was the cold-
est place I've been to so far. After the move
to Alaska we went to Colorado. That’s when [
went to daycare at the Child Development Cen-
ter. My dad had work and my mom worked at
the CDC. Every time she had a long shift my dad
would pick me up and take me home, or I waited
in the lounge.

After 2-3 years we moved to Ohio. Where
I went to grand mountain school for first to
second grade. When | got out of first grade we
went to Guam but i am sad that all my friends
are still in Ohio. | go to DoDEA and have a
friend named Audrey. She is moving soon but
that is what happens when you go to a DoDEA
school and make friends.

Ever since my dad joined the military we
got to travel and take a trip. We all chose Japan
to take a trip to because we were planning to
go to both Disneysea and just Disney. We went
on a plane and saw a Japan airport. We had a
hard time adjusting to the weather. We all got
on an Uber that took us to Tokyo. We got to
our hotel and went out to eat. Luckily my dad
was military because we didn’t have Yen.

When we got back we had four days left of
spring break so when they were over , more
school. I was happy seeing Audrey again after
a long break. In May she will be moving. That is
why I'm sad. I've gone through a lot of moving,
packing, and having to make new friends.

Being a military child is hard, but also has
great parts too. I enjoy taking trips, meeting
new people, and enjoying my family.

How it Feels to Be a Military Kid
By Arwin Fresnoza

eing a military kid can be sad and chal-
B lenging. | remember feeling sad and

missing my friends when my family
moved to Guam.

Being a military kid is having to leave my
old friends though I still have a friendship with
them [ still miss them. [had a lot of old friends
back then but i will never forget about the
friendship | had with my old friends. When I
was five my dad left me to shore for 2 years
just to serve and protect the country.

My dad had to fight off different kinds of
ships. I love my school now but I will still miss
and love my old teachers and friends. 1 still
love my school now because I have new friends
and teachers.

Why it’s sad to be a military child for me
is my family and I have to move to a different
house because we had to move. We had a lot of
memories in the house we used to live in.

It could be sad for other kids or people, but
all of this is why it’s sad for me to be a military
kid. I keep the memories close and make the
most of the next place we move with my family.

What it Means to Be a Military Child
By Kade Cruz
eing a military child is sometimes chal-
B lenging because you make new friends
and you leave old friends. Also, moving is
expensive but it is sometimes fun! Like maybe
a new friend might be silly or fun! Making new
friends and discovering new places are fun too!
If there is an amusement park, you can go there.

Being a military child is fun because you can
make a new adventure. A new home can help
too! Some people think that being a military
child is wrong. They are right, but there is a lot
of fun being a military child. Also, there might
be a chance to see your old friend. That’s ex-
citing, right?

Some people are not military, but they can
be a connected military child! Everyone can
have fun when you become a military child.
Making new friends, a new house, going to an
amusement park, everything that you do when
you become a military child

That is what it means to be a military child!
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What is it like to be
a military child?

By Taisiia Stepanova

To be one is very hard
We travel all around the world
Our parents sometimes guard

lam a military child

I just recently moved to Guam
I went to a new school

I met many people

It is very cool

To be a military child

It is very hard

Going to new schools
Getting some report cards

Before I came to Guam,
I lived in the USA

I said many goodbyes
So many things to say

In the United States,

My dad went away

So many times in a couple of
years

But he still came back someday

What is it like to be
a military child?
By Leanna Lim

My parents serve the coun-
try

They let us have a free life

We smile at them with glee

l am a military child

Sometimes they have to leave for a
while

They may be gone about half a year
Or maybe even more

When they come home, I cheer

I move to different place, just like Guam

It took me time to adjust

I slid right through the good and bad

But | trusted my parents with all my trust

I'am a military child

My parents still push with all their might
They make many risks for us to live

So | won’t have to grow up to fight

What does it mean to be
a military child?
By Maiia Stepanova

eing a military child means
B Traveling to places

Going to new schools
And seeing new faces

These places may change weather

It may change from hot to cold

The weather here on Guam is different

It always changes and it’s hard to be foretold

When you have parents that work in the mili-
tary

You may see them fly away for a while

My dad was once gone for 8 months

When he came back [ just couldn’t hold back
my smile

Moving to new new places

Means saying many goodbyes

But it also means

Meeting new people and saying hi’s

What Being a Military Child Means to Me

am a military child

People think its nice

But year after year its wild
Next year | might be skating on ice

I get to see places you might never see
I get to meet people around the world
Pm losing friends left and right so just
let me be
My friends from the other side of
the world

I really don’t know why

But on the good side | make new friends
Sometimes | wish it will never end

It is a weird mix of emotion

And now | show devotion

You can watch me roar
You can’t watch me cry in a cave
Being a military child
Means [ am strong and brave
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By Alayah Shaw

I miss my friends
Sometimes | want to cry
I hope this nightmare will end

Write a message to your
raduate in this space.
You can write up toa

maximum of 20 Words.
sender's name

R

Congratulate
a 2025 grad!

Our annual Grad Tab highlighting
Pacific DODEA high schools and their
graduating classes will appear in the
May 26 edition of Stripes Guam.

Forjust $19, customize your own
message that will appear in this
keepsake edition.

What you need:

« A photo of the graduate

o Graduate’s first name

« Yourname, as you want it to appearin
print (e.g. “Suzy & Steve” or “Mom & Dad”)

« A congratulatory message of no
more than 20 words

 The graduate’s high school

Send info by May 13, 5 p.m. to
PacificGrad@stripes.com

and a Stripes representative will
follow-up with you right away.
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Month of the Military Child
By Isabelle Hyde

~ 5th Grade * Ms. Bertucco "

What is it like to be a military connected child?
By Ariella Benton

* eing a Military child is exciting and kinda eing a military connected child can be very
B scary at the same time. As a military child By Iris Wilcox All About Being A Military Connected Child sad. You need to say goodbye to pets and
n I get to travel and move to different plac- . . . By Ysabella F. friends when you move to different places.
! *f,. es. All the places I have lived in were Germany, eing a mllxt?ry child can be sad because . . . You might have to leave your pets with people
" South Carolina and now Guam. you leave friends, family, and pe'ople that ~ What is a military connected.chll'd? you do or don’t know. You need to say goodbye
! What [ like about being a military child is that = you love. I had to Ieave' all my friends, and A military c‘on?e‘cted Ch"l‘? s wh.en SOME™ o friends when you leave. At the same time, be-
I get to see new places and get discounts when I. miss them. [ had all my family wherg lused to  one in your family is in the mll{tary. Either your ing a military child is fun. You get to meet new
eating at a restaurant. What [ don’t like about be- live, and I love and' miss them all. | WIII.probabl’y mom, your dad or brother or sister. people and make new friends. Being in the mili-
ing a military child is having to leave my friends. never see t‘hose friends or‘tea‘cher‘s again. l'don t - - tary means you might be risking your life. You
Do you like being a military child? kno.w if lkwdl be z;t.pezce wgd;1 it o;' never will, bu: What are th;pr;vnleges you get as a military may need to say goodbye if one of your fam-
| I will make new frien s and hope L'I"y not be sa connected.c. ild? 5 o ily members dies in a war or loses a friend in
i anymore. What I am trying to say is that you will The privileges you get as a military child is 7 . Sometimes, when you see a friend again,
By Aaron Alarcon and can get through this. Also, you are not alone.  that April is also called the month they might have changed. If youre lucky, they
ul . What is it like to be a Miltary child? 1¥s awe- Ther‘e.are others hkg you. Smile, be friendly, and  of the military child . In some by are still a friend. If your childhood friend is now
some/cool but sometimes it's kind of sad. The you will make new friends. Trust me. Elacesdmostg sc;:)ols on“ z -—H\ Py b,'r"l.k"l \ being mean to you, all you need to do is walk
cool thing is you can go on base and live there S:)llsflt \;e:k onlsthe ;’ngrstcz:iaey i ﬂ-q.'l'"‘# away. Moving around is fun because you get to
where bad guys most likely will not rob you or By Layla Walters of april. 5"_::-1“" !ea.r‘n'new languages and 89.’50 new schools. What
harm you. Another thing is that you can get eing a military connected child has pros is it like for you to be a military connected child?
" a Military discount for example when you're .
,- Y buying aiicket to fly to let’s Zay for ex};mple and 'cF)ns. One- th'ing that I like about being In my experlenc'e . . Ly By Joshua T.
! ltalv. Thev also have on base a barber sho a military child is that you can travel to In-my experience being a military  kid is
L andy;chey zre very good at the Military cui’z cool places like Guam, Japan, et cetera. Another cool and a little sad. It’s .coc.)l and great to travel eing a military child is hard because you
i but when | get my haircut its not the way my cool thing about being a military child is that you around the V}'OP[d. And it is sad to. see p.eople B have to leave the friends you have made.but
4, A mom wants it. can celebrate Month of the Military Child. Every leave. Sometimes [ am the one who is leaving. is also fun because you get to travel around
51 5 The sad part is that for my family I don't school I've gone to while my dad was in the Air . the world and experience new culture, foods, plac-
v know if it’s the same for other families, but  Force had a big celebration for April. (MOMC) Ending ) o ' B es, and so much more.
;'--*.;::‘ we only stay in a country or island for three Although being a military connected child can That s what it is like being a military con- And you can make new friends that could be
hog years and then we move and that means you be cool, it can also have some downsides. For ex-  nected child. different meeting different people is a good thing
% have to say goodbye to your friends. But luck- ample, right now, all of my grandparents, aunts, il though because if everyone was the same then life
A ily for me when | moved and got to fifth grade uncles, and cousins are in K(.Bntucky, which is al- By Mason Beardsley would be lborir}g. Even though moving can be hard
| it was kind of like my old friends in fourth most thr"ee 'days of traveling away. Bc'emg far he downside of being a military child is your fafnlly will always. be there for you because
grade in Texas. But when | was getting packed frf)m family isn’t the be‘:st Same with frlends‘. It I that each time you move you literally th‘ey might know hoyv ‘xt fe.els because whether a
up, 1 had to destroy my Lego table but when mllght be hard to keep in touch because of time restart your life. You have to make new fr'len(.:l or you moves it is still sad for you both. But
X I got here it turned out cooler then it was in dlffer'ences. . o friends, have a new school, get a new house, live in that just means the .people who go to your school
- Toxas. So, being a military connected child ismt 4 0 hee oo o city, etc. I've done this 3 should be greeted with a warm welcome. And must
i 3. But being a Military child isn’t that bad even all that bad, and isn't all that good. Whether T times in my life. | went to California, Key West (is ask, was there ever a time where you moved to
17 though you lost friends along the way. But comes to deployments, MOMC’ or tt.“avellmg, ' the southernmost point of America), and Guam [in ~ YOUr New school and on the first day everyone
I you can still remember them in your heart or 2" haye a good or bad side ,to a!] of 'tj What do the middle of the Pacific Ocean.] I'm 10 by the way. was kind and everyone told hoYv evel'"y‘thmg on'ks
1) in your mind and while you are ieaving some- you think? I, persc?nal.ly, don’t think being a mili- ¢ e 4 b Key West: Key West is closer to and the schedule of school and just giving a helping
n . where else you will still be remembered by tary co'm'1ected child is t.hat bad. I thankfully' have ¢ ba in miles than it is to Florida’s mainland. hand on what they Cof'[d?'
Tl A the kids you remember. So never forget your the privilege to ‘FaceTIme family and fr‘le.nd’s. That was the down sides of being a military But anyway that is Ju?t I'feel you should be
P friends when you are a military connected Other than me being far away from them, it isn't iy 5o these are the perks of being a military treated w.he.n you haYe Just ,3"“‘3“ fco a new
l,:: 1 child who has nothing to lose. too bad. child. Well, you get to travel around America, you sthOOI' This is what being a military child feels is
Ly get military benefits, you get to serve the mili- like for me.
| Vi oo ity cometedeis Vit i Lk o b ity Comctd (5 10ty ey o sl
Y By Cameron Fernandez y s Andersen the military benefits is a military discount. Mili-
A eing a Military Child feels fun because you n my opinion being a military child can be chal-  tary discount is a discount for when you buy some-
B get to travel but you always have to say l lenging. I am constantly moving and saying  thing. Some stores don’t take military discount.
B goodbye to your friends. Having to say goodbye to friends. I also enjoy being a mili- I think being a normal kid is better than being
3 goodbye to your friends is sad but your fami- ’éary ctl;‘ild b:clause I am alwayfi Eeeii:g rflgw Zlacles. : militlfry chil(;. Bei]ause whe; hyou mov;]a youtha;/e
! i ; . Bei ili iad i ven though | am saying goodbye to friends, 'm o make new friends again. Then you have to do
iy lfinxsbi:i]as);sy\;r:jtgazzt;the;lr;(gj :o n::,ti?ile:::dMl; still making new one)sl‘ That is n)'lly opinion on be-  the whole process all over again. T){*lat is all about
| friends Eleveni and lan have been there ever since  ing a military child. how it Is like to be a military child.

first grade. They have been good friends to me.
Military children travel to new stations overseas.
At school, my friends hangout with me and we
always play American football or basketball. Play-
ing sports with my friends has always been fun.

- Check out more military children stories at

~ militarychild.stripes.com

-
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R e g : | N | e - Experience the best of dining and shopping

destination for fresh groceries, quick meals, at the Village of DONKI FOODHALL!
home essentials, and unique Japanese * s | B | 2 2xaz |
finds—all under one roof! With 25,000 items ; |
from Japan, the U.S,, and PPIH Group stores
worldwide, there's something for everyone.

Visit us today!

' SENIOR DISCOUNT (55+) | | MILITARY DISCOUNT
EVERY MONDAY « 7AM-1PM ' EVERY WEDNESDAY - 9 AM-9PM

Get 5% OFF your total purchase at Get 5% OFF your total purchase at
DON DON DONKI Guam. DON DON DONKI Guam.

Wit pheient o valld 10 e avall discount. Does nol apply b aleohol "Rud preten & valid ID 19 ovall diicoun. Does Rol aiRply 1o alcoahbl,
toboocn products, ond sslect promotional fems ' tobooco products, ond sssct promotionol Bsms

*

¥ Asatoken of our appreciation, *
please enjoy a gift from us.

Just present il R e
your CAC at the May 12 - 31, T stesstee
Customer - 2025
Service counter
to claim your

FREE GIFT!

A
FOLLOW US FOR UPDATES! $ oponponDONKI Guam donki_gu %% www.villageofdonki.com « www.dondondonki.com/gu
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| A & Military Ehild. .
By: Cakels Min

My name s Calet Min
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Yo frasng

Cool |
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By, Bawynt Brown
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| Am a Military Child
By: Abbygale Tomeldan

My name is Abbygale
Incredible
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| AH A HMILITARY CHILD........
H. Hy nome |s Khalen Henandez
I Im Loved.

L. Im brave.
I. | like PE.

T. | fry my best.
A. Talent,

R. Respect.

Y. Your friend.

C. Careful.

H. Healthy.

l. | am zhgaul ga‘l‘l’er.
L. Lovey.

D. Delightful.

¥ A A& Mditary Child
By Sislla Wesiman

My ruarrn m Stala Wektran
¥ kepn g Famiy

Lenrg
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Yous Irised }

Caiing
Maiptod
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Lisaring
Duighitlusty
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1 Am a MiRsry Child...
By: Exia Pacaigie
My pane (s Ezvn

| am a,..
My name is Eli Can run all day

| ntelligent  Has a dad in the miltary
L oving |mpresslve

| nformative |Lovesthe us.A
Terrlflc: Does want to be a veteran
A good kid sometimes

Rung good at practically everything

Ynur helper/friend

| am a Military Child

By: Mckmnes Kicraass

My name i Meokinzes
1 lawe my famity
Loving

llike soccer

Trrific

A hard workar
Youi'e my fiend

Caring
Happy

1 hove Ant
Leamar
Daddy's gi

| Am a Miliary Chid
By, Sulirean Hard

Wy Aarm & Suly

lamB

Loww vy e @nd dad

1 kst going 10 zoos

Tough kil

Adding nurnisis is /Ty Mnorte
Realy good mt math
Yes | Like school

Canng
Halplyl
Irierestng
Lowved
Daning

M A WRLTARY CHILD

By Catnts Semith

My names |5 Calab Smith
1 try my bost evary day,
Loved

Intelligent

Talered

Anipel

Respectiul

Yourg

Creative
Halphul
Infarmabicnal
Love tinczaws
Drrosaur tan

.IIIII‘III.III-I-I-.

I amiaciiiiniiis

My name is Van h
Informational _

Loving
Intelligent
Awesome
Ready
Youth

Cool I
cool  JERB
Incredible

E |
Logic :

Dilligent &
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SI YU’OS MA’ASE
FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION AND SUPPORT!

@ Governor Joseph Flores Memorial Park (Ypao Beach) Tumon, Guam. For more information, go to visitguam.com/koko

Diamond Sale

NATURAL & LAB GROWN

Y "’.-ga, I:Uffrjr Love deserves a
Brilliant Beginning

VOTED PIKA’'S BEST JEWELRY STORE 2017-2024 | BEST LUXURY BRAND 2020, 2021, 2023, 2024

AGANA SHOPPING CENTER EAST AGAMA [MAIN BRANCH]) : 5 GUAM PREMIER OUTLETS MICRONESIA MALL
671.472.1888 671.646.1688 3 £ 671.649.9888 671.633.8888

facebookfvincejewelers store.vincejewelers.com @vincejewelers
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HOURS OF OPERATION

Saturdays * 6pm to 9pm

includes

il

FREE FLOWING BEVERAGES

-

'EXPLORE SEOLIL!

- "’""iia‘, .

Room Package

Stay at Dragon Hill Lodge to be right in the center of Seoul's attractions,
and also enjoy onsite access to services and facilities serving our U.S military and DoD communities.

@ USAG YONGSAN

8 reservations@dragonhilllodge.com

DSN: #315-738-2222
.d hilllodge.
or #02-790-0016 ext.1 www.dragonhifilodge.com

Congratulate
a 2025 grad!

Our annual Grad Tab highlighting
Pacific DODEA high schools and
their graduating classes will
appear in the May 26 edition of
Stripes Guam.

. &
" N
~_ Annie
Write a messageé to your
raduate in this space.
You can write up to @
maximum of 20 words.

sender’'s name

I

For just $19, customize your own message that will appear in this
keepsake edition.

What you need:

« A photo of the graduate

» Graduate’s first name

« Your name, as you want it to appear in print (e.g. “Suzy & Steve” or “Mom
& Dad”)

« A congratulatory message of no more than 20 words

« The graduate’s high school

Send info by May 13, 5 p.m. to PacificGrad@stripes.com
and a Stripes representative will follow-up with you right away.

Macaroni

Meet Macaroni, a 9-week-old bundle of ‘s
silliness with soft brown and white fur and
adorably oversized, dopey ears that flop
with every bounce. This little guy is pure %
puppy charm—curious, clumsy, and always K
ready for a new adventure or a cuddle
pile. He's got a heart as big as his ears and
&% is eager to learn, play, and love with his o0
forever family. If you're looking for a best
friend who'll make you laugh every day,
Macaroni is your guy!

o0
‘e Call GALN. (Guam Animals In Need) Animal Shelter in Yigo at %’
653-4246 or visit <www.guamanimals.org> for more information
on adopting this pet. G.A.LN. is a shelter-based humane society
with a mission to prevent cruelty to animals, educate the public
and promote good animal laws. Under Water World will donate

one adult admission for every Pet of the Week adopted.

Stripes Guam is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication.
This newspaper is authorized for publication by the
Department of Defense for members of the military services
overseas. However, the contents of Stripes Guam are unofficial,
and are not to be considered as the official views of, or
endorsed by, the U.S. government, including the Department
of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper,
Stripes Guam may be distributed through official channels
and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and

isolated locations where overseas DOD personnel are located.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of
those products by the Department of Defense or Stars and
Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication
shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or
any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

GREEN LIZZARD

e

NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NO WORRIES
7PM - LATE 7 DAYS
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Boonie Stomps Guam

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY
GUAM BOONIE STOMPERS

=

Ague cove

REMINDER! We no longer meet at Chamorro
Village. We meet at the trailhead.

Every Saturday, Guam Boonie Stompers
offers public hikes to a variety of
destinations such as beaches, snorkeling
sites, waterfalls, mountains, caves, latte
sites, and World War II sites. We meet

at the trailhead on Saturdays at 8§ AM.
Directions to the trailhead will be posted on
the Guam Boonie Stompers Inc Facebook
page. The cost is $5.00 for hikers over

13. Children must be accompanied by a
responsible adult. Hikers should provide
their own transportation. Guam’s trails are
not developed. Weather conditions can make
the hikes more difficult than described. No
reservations required.

For more information:
www.facebook.com/
GuamBoonieStompers

Guam Boonie Stompers is a non-profit Guam
corporation composed of volunteer leaders

committed to leading hikes to and protecting
the unique natural destinations on our island.

o WITH STARS AND STRIPES

l\/Iarket your busmess to the U.S. military community in Guam

May 17 (Sat.)

We are military veterans and have base access
e ] r

Southern Mountain to
Finacresta (2x Difficult)

v/ Veteran-owned & operated v/ Quality vehicles most W|th low mileage

May 24 (Sat.)

v""No pressure" sales approach v’High customer service ratings

Ague Cove (Medium) . . ;
Visit our website at www.pcsusedcarlotguam.com for the latest inventory

May 31 (Sat.)

Largest selection of
imported Japanese
vehicles on island!

Ghost Cave (Difficult) PCS USED CAR LOT

Jun. 7 (Sat.)

Tanguissan Beach (Medium)

Finduson @ (O]

Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Gun Beach, FaiFai to

Jun. 14 (Sat.)

(Agat to Umatac) (Difficult)

ACROSS
1 Kind of blocker
5 Like the Sahara

Southwest Coast

Jun. 21 (Sat.)

"Summer Solstice Sunrise Hike"”

9 Rolex rival
14 Hollywood's
Ken or Lena
15 Playing with a

Jumullong Manglo’

(Medium)

Jun. 28 (Sat.)

Faha and Priest Pools (Easy)

full deck

16 Plant root

17 Draws a bead
on

FOR EVERYONE’S

SAFETY: ‘H‘J g

No Pets Allowed
No Drones
Allowed

NOTE: Schedule subject change,
so please check Boonie Stomps

Facebook in advance.

18 Wavering

20 Cheap ship
accommodations

22 Youth's inn

23 Inventor Nikola

24 Gas guzzler

26 Enduring

28 Large vases

\e 32 Longtime CBS
News host
Charles

34 Of the stars

36 Holiday guests,
often

37 Petal-plucker's
word crop

39 Nada 3 Striking clock,

40 Langley group e.g.

41 Ordering option 4 San

44 Mouth-watering California

46 Texter's "seize 5 Qatar's 45 Break, as a rule
the day" continent 48 Biblical promised

47 Key element 6 Yogi's nemesis land

52 (53

Copyright 2025 by The Puzzle Syndicate

52 Work with
dough

53 Fresh

54 Former N.Y.C.
mayor

55 Civil rights org.

56 Sign-making
substance

58 Greek sandwich

2 Cream of the

33 Farm building

35 Run out

38 IM sign-off

42 Russian
horseman

43 Swell

Contact Us

Doug Johnson, Guam Multimedia Consultant
E-mail: johnson.douglas@stripes.com - DSN: 355-5160 /671-687-5041

Stripes Sports Trivia

After many years of the namesake himself on the cover of the Madden video game, who was the first player

to grace the cover?

ab.1oa9 aipp3

S“DOKU Edited by Margie E. Burke

Difficulty: Easy

(var.)
49 "Streetcar" cry
51 Laundry pairs
54 "Dust in the
Wind" group
57 Jolie of film
59 Juice drink
brand
61 Guinness and
others
62 Hit heavily
63 Culture medium
64 Herbal brews
65 Studly guys
66 Nevada city
67 Whirlpool-like
current

DOWN
1 Talk big

7 Hits the tab key,
say
8 Wallace of "E.T."
9 Hunter of myth
10 Spa staffer
11 Make revisions
to
12 _ andtake
13 Figure skating
jump
19 Immature
21 Quimby of kid-lit
25 Profit
27 Like argon or
radon
29 Made peace
30 Hair removal
brand
31 Kill, as a dragon
32 Rubber-stamp

50 Army vehicles 60 Golfer's goal

Answers to Previous Crossword:

A[N|T|S G|N|A|T|S A|R|A|B
D|O|R|Y R|O|B|O|T Z|A|L|E
L|{O]A|N EINJUM|E|RIA|T|E|S
I ININJO|C|E|N|T PIU|L|S|E|S
B|E|S|P|O|K|E D|O|P|E
1|S|P G I INJE|A|P
TIE|S A N|IE A
1S S|T N|T C|L
\ S|U|lI E AlL
E|S|E|R|V R R|B
T|R|E|E P|R D|E|S|H
S|K|I|R|U|N FIA|I G|A|M|E
P|A|R|A[M|E|T|E|R|S A|RIE|A
I [IN|K|Y S|P|A|T|E MIE[A|T
N|E|S|S S|A|T|Y|R E|R|R|S

7\1]3

HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the

6 1

numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and

each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.

Answer to Previous Sudoku:

7 2

(o)
-
OIN|O w
o
(=] 4] o) ©

2

Copyright 2025 by The Puzzle Syndicate

7/1/2|6/5/9(843
3/8/6(4/2/7|5/9/1
9/45/8/13|26|7
6/7/4|/1/8/5|9/3|2
1/2/8|3/9/6|7|5/4
593|714 2|186
2/3/7|9/6/8|4/1|5
4/59|2/3|1(6/7|8
86/115/7/413|2|9

- Military Discounts!

TheJautomotive

ina‘tchmakers

QCHRMUNH

. Only dealership with

used cars under 10k!

« Financing Available!
+ Over 150 Cars in stock!
« Free Shuttle Service!
- Serving the community

for over 10 years!

(671)373-2277

WWw.guamcarmony.com

131 W Soledad Ave Hagatiia, 96910, Guam
(Across from Hagatna Boat Basin, next to Mosa's Joint restaurant)

A

THE VETERANS’ CHOICE mummr

JATRIOT

<4 CAR RENTAL

477-CARS
PATRIOTCARRENTAL.COM

Military

/ day rentals

/ month rentals

477-CARS (2277) 140 Hernan Cortez Ave Hagatna,
GU 96932 across Agana boat basin next to Main Street bakery.
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ISLAND DENTAL

WE WELCOME TRICARE!
CALL (671) 989-5999

Open on weekends! Open evenings on weekdays!

% n Island Dental
&

Accepting All Major Insurances

|

b

"d in Dededo AMERICAN [Bioel
ifr to American Grocery =
. ®
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W 16th Mango Sunset 2k/5k Run/Walk '
LOCATION: Agat Mayor’s Office

BY TAKAHIRO TAKIGUCHI, HOURS: May 17 (Sat.) Show at 4 p.m. and start at 5 p.m. e
STRIPES GUAM FEES: $15 per runner and $50 for a family of four ($20/person on the day of the race) funT‘I:lompiEnO?.ll ] e
. en, the following weekend brings
. B 16th Agat Mango Festival
gat Village has got a lovely bunch g Ll : P ) three full days — from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.
of mangos — and they will be show LOCATION: Sagan Bisita (adjacent to Community Center, Agat Mayor’s Office and Post Office) on Friday and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Satur-
cased in all their s};)lendor at the [ May23 (6 p.m.- 10 p.m.) -] [may25(10a.m.-10p.m) - day and Sunday — of live entertainment by
3 4 6-7p.m. Opening Ceremony 10-1la.m. Awards local talent, along with various contests
Lot A,gat Mapgo Festival ve! May 23 25', 7-7:30 p.m. Marcial A. Sablan Elem. 1la.m.-1p.m. Strangersw/Candy : . gd : d f
We’re talking about a variety of Guam’s 7:30-8:30 p.m.  OMS Choir 1-3:30p.m.  Kanani & Company BlCERgyS, PLIZCg emonst.ratlons o s
favorite fruit, ranging from piko mangos 9 p.m. Fireworks 3:30-4p.m.  Talent Box tivities for young and old alike at Agat Vil-
and banana mangos to Saipan mangos. 4-6p.m. Precious Metal lage’s Sagan Bisita.

) -0 a.m. - 10 p.m.) - ; ; -
Mango season in Guam usually starts 208 113050 4 |PiRa BillzerContett g:; P-m- '(-.EOC;[ sl\ﬁf'nnglsn . The annual festuval allows visitors to
around March when mango trees begin 11:30 a.m. - noon Pika Mango Contest i i ™ see and taste a wide variety of different
bearing fruit, which starts off green and Noon-1p.m.  JonahHanom mangos on the island, as well as different
ripens into rich yellow, red or even golden b 2 Bright Eyes mango creations, including smoothies and

2-3:30 p.m. Kanani & Company > : .
orange colors by late May to early June. B0 Lpim. Talent Box doughnuts. You’ll see booths with various
To highlight the harvesting season of 4-5p.m. Ve Revied mangos grown in the village and through-
the juicy, red-gold fruit, Agat Village has 5-7p.m. Malak Mo’na out the island. Agat farmers also produce
held a three-day mango festival at the 7-10p.m. Mix Plate Sl a plethora of varieties: Hawaiian man-
southern seaside during the last weekend  festival with the Mango Sunset 2k/5k Run/ ou register before race day ($20/person os, piko mangos, banana mangos, cara-
' g g y gister before race day ($20/person  £0S, P g g
of May since 2006. Walk on May 17. The signup fee is $15 on day of the race). The first 200 finish- ~bao mangos, apple mangos, Malay-

Festivities actually kick off before the  per runner and $50 for a family of four if  ers will receive a T-shirt, so don’t miss this ~ sian mangos, Saipan mangos and

KFC

A DINNER WORTH its fmgef .

GETTING EXCITED ABOUT o
KFC &f/zmgwd

THE WORLD FAMOUS

9-Piece Meal Family Feast
can feed the whole crew!

Dinner plans? KFC’s got you covered! When it comes

ULONEL BA ' 1ai REEIP FAMILY MEAL
uck';ﬁ:.l:ama f" ¥ FEEDS THE to chicken, nobody does it like the world’s favorite -
WS WHOLE KFC. And now, dinner just got a whole lot more exciting

FAMILY! with our 9-Piece Meal Family Feast. That’s 9 pieces of
our crispy, juicy fried chicken and all the fixin’s to feed
the whole crew. Whether you’re chillin’ at home or rol-
lin’ through for pickup, this feast is perfect for sharing
(or not - we don’t judge). Big flavor. Big portions. Big
smiles. Because with KFC, it’s always Finger Lickin”
Good. What are you waiting for?!
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1 head hydroponically grown (on Guam!) head of lettuce (butter, INGREDIENTS: DIRECTIONS:

red oak leaf, etc.) 2 mangos, peeled and sliced into one-inch - 3 tablespoons fresh-squeezed Combine ingredients in a small bowl and
pieces 1 cucumber, sliced calamansi juice (about 4 or 5) whisk together. Drizzle the orangey goodness
Wash and distribute lettuce into four individual salad bowls. - 2 tablespoons honey over a bed of locally grown lettuce, mango
Top with cucumber and mango slices. Serve with your favorite - 3 tablespoons apple cider vinegar and cucumber for a delicious side salad. Add
dressing or keep it local and try Calamansi Poppy Seed » 1/4 cup coconut or olive oil a piece of seared fresh ahi tuna on top and
Vinaigrette. * 1/2 tsp. poppy seeds you’ve got dinner.
Considerincorporating local foods into your dinner parties. Your My next venture was a simple substitution of
guests with appreciate the extra flavor, and you’ll get some new calamansi for lemon juice in one of my favorite
recipes under your belt! dinner sides.
- Chris Leon Guerrero - Chris Leon Guerrero
- Photo Source: InstantDaneTV - Photo Source: InstantDaneTV

INGREDIENTS: DIRECTIONS: INGREDIENTS:
» 2 cups of shredded local green 1. Pour sugar into a mortar of suf- « 1 large ripe local avocado, diced
mango ficient size. Add the donne’ sali and « 2 sweet orange mangoes, diced
« 2 cloves of peeled garlic (or to taste) garlic cloves into the sugar. « Juice of 4 calamansi, or 1 lime
« 2 fresh donne’ sali (or to taste) 2. Lightly pound the sugar, garlic « 1tbsp minced red onion
« 2tbspsugar and pepper with the pestle until « 1-3 boonie peppers, seeded & minced
« 4 locally grown cherry tomatoes they form a rough paste. In a bowl, fish sauce), as well as retaining the « Salt and pepper
(quartered) combine the sliced string beans, perfect ble’nd of hot.andis e o « Ginger (grated or fresh)
«+ Juice of V2 (medium sized) shredded mango, sliced cherry ments (donne’ and lime juice). « Cilantro (optional)
Guam lime (or to taste) tomatoes, and the sugar, garlic, 4. Plate up and garnish as you like
« 2 tbsp Thai fish sauce (or to taste) and donne’ paste together. then serve immediately. ’ DIRECTIONS:
+ 1/3 cup fresh local green string 3. Add the juice of halfalimeand the  1picic 3 (ocal twist to a classic SE 1.In a small bowl, season the diced avocado with salt and calamansi
beansin 1 inch segments fish sauce. Mix the ingredients well  aqiah dish showcasing Guam’s sea- (orlime) juice. Lightly toss in the mangoes, onion, peppers.
so the sugar crystals dissolve. Taste 55y ub’iquitous green mangoes. 2.Sprinkle with freshly ground pepper and ground ginger (ora 1” piece of
and adjust to your liking. The key minced fresh ginger).
is to balance the sweet element e hicrrero 3.Add chopped cilantro (if desired - | can’t get it to grow here so mine isn’t
with the salty element (sugar and - Photo Source: InstantDaneTV local). Serve as an appetizer with plantain chips or as a topping for fresh fish.

- Chris Leon Guerrero
- Photo Source: InstantDaneTV

This is a delicious and nutritious snack that is
perfect with chips or crackers. I actually
made this salsa to go with my delicious fish
tacos.

Give my recipe a try. | think you’ll like it.

INGREDIENTS:

« 2ripe mangoes, peeled and cut into 1/4 inch pieces
« 2tspsdark rum (optional)

« 2 tsps fresh lime juice

« 2tspssugar

INGREDIENTS:

* 2ripe mangoes * Thejuice of 1 lime Combine mangoes, rum, lime juice and sugar. Set aside for several hours to
* 1/2red onion, chopped + Lteaspoon sea salt allow flavors to develop.
« 2tbsp chopped cilantro + Optional: 1 jalapeiio, seeded and

chopped « 2 cups sifted all-purpose flour

DIRECTIONS:

1. Cut the skin off the mango. Dice the mango into 1/4-inch cubes. Place into
a small mixing bowl.

2. Add the red onions and the optional jalapefio to the bowl.

3. Add the cilantro.

4. Stirto combine the ingredients. Serve with your favorite chips, crackers, or
as a condiment for fish, chicken or steak tacos. ENJQY!

» 1Tbs baking powder

11/2 tspssalt

1/3 cup unsalted butter, chilled

1/2 cup sweetened shredded coconut

« 3/4 cup canned unsweetened coconut milk

DIRECTIONS:

1. Heat oven to 450F. Sift together flour, baking powder and salt. With a
pastry blender or fork, cut in the butter until mixture resembles coarse
meal.

2. Stirin coconut. Add coconut milk, stir with a fork until dough just holds
together. On a floured board, knead the dough 7 or 8 times.

3. Pat dough into a circle 1/2 inch thick. Using a 3 inch cutter, cut out 4
rounds of dough, using scraps of dough for the last one.

4. Place 11/2 inches apart on a baking sheet. Bake until golden brown,

- Annie’s Chamorro Kitchen

Recipe by Clayton Babas, Executive Chef, Guam Reef Hotel

bout 12 - 15 minutes.
INGREDIENTS: DIRECTIONS: FOR MORE RECIPES. GO TO a . ,
« 1 cup sweet chili sauce (can be Heat ingredients togetherin a sauce ’ Sl hez_avy clream, whippediwith 1/2 teaspoon cREuEEREEE S
boughtin a local supermarket) pan, then let simmer for approximately GUAM.STRIPES.COM (rum optional). .
. 1Tbs yellow onion 5 minutesiS o 6. Prepare 4 dessert plates. Split shortcakes and place one bottom half on
« 3 Tbs fresh mango, chopped each plate. Spoon mango mixture over each and top with whipped cream.
- 1tsp chopped par;ley Yield: About 4 Servings Replace the top of each shortcake.
+ 1/4tsp fish sauce Yield: 4 servings
For more about
peach mangos, to name a few. That participate in a pickled mango eating com- features, the festival is also a good chance the Mango Festiva l.,

doesn’t even include a near-
infinite number of cross-

breeds — many of which

will be showcased, sold and/

petition, or a mango dessert to get various wares and collectibles hand- check out
. contest with your cooked made by local artisans, craftsmen, garden-

sweets that use mango ers and hobbyists. Mango Festival T-shirts,
and other ingredients? mugs, teacups, fans and bags will also be

» The Agat Mayor’s

or available for sampling at the During the event, raf- available at the event site, according to the Office Facebookpage
festival. fle tickets are available event provider. (https://www.
The official judging and dec- for purchase at $5 per Fireworks will be launched May 25 at 9 facebook.com/
laration of the island’s biggest, booklet. Try your luck for p.m. to light up the sky of Agat Village and HagatMayorsOffice/)
smallest, most beautiful and bi- a chance to win $3,000. The wrap up the three-day event. or AGAT MAYOR’S

zarre mango of the year takes place drawing will be held May 25 at 8 Mango season has ripened, so let’s get a
at the event, while other unique competi- p.m. taste of this fun festival?
tions will be offered for attendees. Why not Besides these culinary and entertainment  takiguchi.takahiro@stripes.com

565-2524.
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NEW YORK PIZZA

Dig into delicious
cheese crust pizza

Head into Sbarro’s where you’ll be in for a cheesy
delight! Try our delicious traditional New York Style
Pizza with a mozzarella cheese-stuffed crust, topped
with plenty of pepperoni slices and even more cheese.
That’s enough cheese for even the cheesiest of cheese
lovers! Treat yourself with a freshly-baked slice or grab
a whole cheesy pizza pie your entire family will enjoy!
Sbarro’s Authentic New York Pizza and Pasta is available
at Micronesia Mall & GPO food courts and get Sbarro’s
delivered straight to your door via the Good to Go and
UnoGo apps.
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Ueteran Owned Business

AICAN Gl
Ya Mon, Serious Food.
Hﬂ...G ATNA

TUMON DEDEDO

633-4000

MANGILAO | ORDER ONLINE!
734-7000 | jamaicangrill.com

472-2000 | 647-3000

MAY 12 — MAY 25, 2025
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PROUDLY
SERVING

Guam’s military
community for
30 years!

Sy 7

When off base stop by and try the serious food
we’ve become famous for, Kingston BBQ Jerk Chicken
& Boston Beach Ribs Combo, Jamaican Oxtail, Jerk
Burgers, Fresh Local Catch, Roasted Bananas, Festive
Tropical Cocktails, Jammin Beer Fest and so much
more! Whether you dine in or take out and enjoy our
award winning flavors of Jamaica and Guam fused
together in a culinary explosion second to none. We
have 4 convenient locations to serve you - Hagatna,
Tumon, Dededo or Mangilao - whichever’s closer.
Online ordering available as well!

Ya Mon i
See You SOON!
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_ Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman U.S. Marine
- Corps Sgt. Maj. Troy Black speaks with military leaders
“outside the barracks and recreation facility construction
site at Marine Corps Base Camp Blaz, Guam, in March.
SAMANTHA JETZER/U.S. Navy




PacE 2

S 3REERE AR

* STARS AND STRIPES °*

Monday, May 12, 2025

COVER STORY

Blaz's new barracks nearing completion

Okinawa-based
Marines could

move to Guam
this summer

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

Marines are expected to arrive
at their new quarters on Camp
Blaz, still a work in progress on
Guam, as early as June, a base
spokeswoman said recently.

Blaz anticipates about 7S ju-
nior Marines and sailors to begin
moving into bachelor enlisted
quarters, Maj. Diann Rosenfeld
told Stars and Stripes by email.

“Current planning efforts
support the commander’s pri-
ority to begin moving Marines
and Sailors into the barracks
aboard the Main Cantonment as
early as June,” she wrote. “The
barracks are designed to support
the ranks of sergeant and be-
low.”

The base has eight enlisted
barracks under construction
with a capacity for about 600
troops each, for a total of around
4,800 Marines, Rosenfeld added.

Blaz — the first new Marine
Corps installation in 72 years —
is still largely under construc-
tion, but the base has completed
numerous projects as it prepares
for an influx of Marines from
Okinawa.

The Marines opened their first
chow hall on the island on April
18 at nearby Andersen Air Force
Base’s North Ramp, where the
Marines plan to locate their
aviation element.

The chow hall is open to all
active-duty service members on
Guam, according to a Marine
news release that day.

“Our program’s mission is to
ensure the fighting force is eat-
ing healthy and sustaining them-

—

T Lo

AFTON SMILEY/U.S. Marine Corps

Marines eat during the grand-opening of the first Camp Blaz-owned chow hall at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, in April.

selves,” Master Sgt. Kelvin Ta-
pia, the camp’s acting food ser-
vice officer, said in the release.
“[This is] not just for Camp Blaz
but for all the rotating forces in
the Pacific.”

Two bachelor officers quar-
ters, each capable of housing an
additional 388 Marines, are also
under construction, Rosenfeld
said.

“Ongoing construction comple-
tion dates for these living quar-
ters is phased over the next one
to three years,” she wrote.

About 4,000 Marines are ex-
pected to move from Okinawa to
Guam, part of a 2012 agreement
between the U.S. and Japan to
reduce the American military
footprint on Okinawa, where
nearly 30,000 of the 55,000 U.S.
service members in Japan are
stationed.

About 1,300 members of IIT
Marine Expeditionary Force

may be permanently stationed
on Guam, while another 3,700
Marines may rotate through the
island on temporary deploy-
ments.

The Defense Policy Review
Initiative relocates some Marine
assets from Okinawa to Guam,
and elsewhere, including Ha-
waii. Japan is providing approxi-
mately $3 billion of the estimated
$8.6 billion to build Blaz and
other infrastructure.

Completed projects on Guam
include numerous infrastructure
upgrades, an aviation mainte-
nance hangar, a waterfront head-
quarters building at Naval Base
Guam, family housing units at
Andersen, a fire station and an
administration building, accord-
ing to a Dec. 18 email from Ro-
senfeld.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
@AlexMNWilson

ALEx WiLsoN/Stars and Stripes

Guam contractors work on a portion of one of Marine Corps Base
Camp Blaz’s bachelor enlisted quarters in December.

Army names its new hypersonic missile ‘Dark Eagle’

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Army
dubbed its new hypersonic mis-
sile the “Dark Eagle,” paying
tribute to a U.S. national symbol,
as the developing system nears
the end of testing.

The land-based, truck-
launched weapon has a reported
range of more than 1,700 miles.
The hypersonic missile is in-
tended to be maneuverable, po-
tentially making it more difficult
to detect and intercept. “Eagle”
is for the national bird, repre-
senting independence, strength

and freedom, the Defense De-
partment said. Meanwhile,
“dark” embodies the missile’s
long-range firing capability
meant to take out enemy targets
with the goal of being undetec-
table.

“The Dark Eagle brings to
mind the power and determina-
tion of our country and its Army
as it represents the spirit and
lethality of the Army and Navy’s
hypersonic weapon endeavors,”
the Defense Department said.

The Dark Eagle has been test-
ed in recent years by the Army’s
Rapid Capabilities and Critical

Technologies Office and the
Navy’s Strategic Systems Pro-
grams, which partnered to field
land and sea variants of the hy-
personic weapon. Originally, the
Army planned to have the first
system in the hands of soldiers
by late 2023. But from 2021-2023,
testing of the Dark Eagle has
failed, delaying the deployment
of the system to at least Septem-
ber 202S.

The weapon successfully com-
pleted at least two end-to-end
flight tests in 2024, which eval-
uate the performance of the sys-
tem from launch to target en-

gagement. The first successful
test was June 2024, with the
missile launching from the Pacif-
ic Missile Range Facility in
Kauai, Hawaii, according to the
Defense Department. A second
successful test was announced by
the Pentagon in December 2024.
The missile was launched from
Cape Canaveral Space Force
Station in Florida.

The Army originally planned
for three flight tests before put-
ting it in the hands of soldiers,
according to the Congressional
Research Service.

The Government Accountabil-

ity Office, a federal watchdog,
said in 2024 that with successful
flight tests, the initial missiles
could be fielded by July 2025.
The Defense Department did not
say whether the weapon is sched-
uled for operational fielding in
2025.

The Sth Battalion, 3rd Field
Artillery Regiment at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, Wash., was
designated to operate the first
Dark Eagle battery of eight mis-
siles.

burchett.caitlyn@stripes.com
@CaitlynBurchett
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Guam plans state-of-the-art me

Island planning
to build $743M
medical complex

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

Guam is advancing plans to
build a $743 million medical
complex aimed at improving
health care for its civilian and
military populations, according to
a spokeswoman for Gov. Lou
Leon Guerrero.

The U.S. territory’s only public
hospital, Guam Memorial in
Tamuning, would relocate to a
new site in the Barrigada-Mangi-
lao area, about five miles south-
east, Krystal Paco-San Agustin
said.

The proposed Guam Medical
Complex is intended to counter
the island’s geographic isolation
and chronic health care shortages
with a state-of-the-art facility, she
said.

The cost to build the complex is
slightly less than the $760 million
price tag to renovate infrastruc-
ture such as the aging Guam
Memorial Hospital, which the
U.S. Government Accountability
Office described in an April 3
report as in “severe disrepair.”

“Systemic failures due to envi-
ronmental exposure, aging and
insufficient funding for necessary
repairs” have left the hospital
barely functional, according to
the report.

Paco-San Agustin said that
while the project is in its early
stages, environmental assess-
ments, topographic studies and
preliminary design work are
already underway.

“A more definitive construction
timeline will emerge once the
environmental permitting proc-
ess and design phase are com-

]

dical center

ALex WiLsoN/Stars and Stripes

The Guam Governor’s Office hopes to relocate Guam Memorial Hospital in Tamuning to Mangilao as part of a proposed medical complex.

plete, but the Governor’s Office is
committed to advancing the pro-
ject with urgency and transpar-
ency,” she said.

Leon Guerrero has committed
$104 million in American Rescue
Plan funds to the project and is
seeking additional support
through federal aid, local re-
sources and potential public-
private partnerships, Paco-San
Agustin said.

The new facility would feature
250 to 300 beds, expanded trau-
ma and emergency services,
modern surgical suites, a wom-
en’s and children’s center, and
advanced diagnostic labs.

Its location along Route 15 —
about 10 miles from Andersen Air

Force Base and Naval Base Guam
and eight miles from the Marine
Corps’ Camp Blaz — was selected
for its central access to both civil-
ian and military populations.

Guam’s military health in-
frastructure includes Naval Hos-
pital Guam, Apra Harbor Clinic,
and the 36th Medical Group’s
clinic at Andersen. A fourth facil-
ity at the newly constructed
Camp Blaz is expected to open
this fall but will serve only active-
duty patients.

DOD civilian employees are
limited to space-available ap-
pointments, adding further stress
to Guam’s already burdened
health system. Roughly 22,000
U.S. military personnel live on

the island, including around 1,000
civilian employees and contrac-
tors.

The DOD population is expect-
ed to grow to 35,000 by 2037,
according to the Guam Daily
Post, citing a Defense Depart-
ment briefing.

Guam has 1.9 hospital beds per
1,000 residents — below the U.S.
average of 2.7 reported by the
World Health Organization in
2020. The island also struggles
with staffing shortages, aging
infrastructure and limited access
to specialty care.

Its remote location — 1,600
miles from Japan or the Philip-
pines and 3,800 miles from Ha-
waii — contributes to its classifi-

cation as medically underserved
by the U.S. government. Materni-
ty care is particularly scarce,
according to the GAO.

Adding to the challenge is
Guam’s high cost of living — 41%
above the U.S. average — and
income levels that leave many
ineligible for Medicaid, according
to 2021 congressional testimony
from Guam’s Department of
Public Health and Social Servic-
es.

Paco-San Agustin said the new
medical complex is also intended
to help recruit health care spe-
cialists to the island.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
@AlexMNWilson

Air Force teams up with Guam to control ‘boonie dogs’

By JEREMY STILLWAGNER
Stars and Stripes

The Guam government and
U.S. military have reached a
novel agreement that lets civil
engineers work outside An-
dersen Air Force Base to help
rein in the island’s stray dog
population.

The 36th Wing at Andersen
will provide vehicles, animal-
handling equipment, kennel
maintenance assistance and
personnel, according to a recent
news release from the U.S. terri-
tory’s Agriculture Department.

“This is a first-of-its-kind
agreement and shows the amaz-
ing relationship between An-
dersen Air Force Base and the
Government of Guam,” Marlyn
Aguilar, an attorney adviser at

Andersen’s Office of the Staff
Judge Advocate, said recently.
“We are proud to continue sup-
porting the local communities
and building strong connections
across the island.”

The agreement marks a signif-
icant step toward coordinated
efforts to control Guam’s strays
— known locally as “boonie
dogs” — according to the Agri-
culture Department and the
wing.

Significantly, it permits the
36th Civil Engineer Squadron to
assist with off-base operations,
Guam territorial veterinarian
Dr. Mariana Turner said.

A 2014 Humane Society In-
ternational survey estimated
approximately 24,500 strays are
living on Guam, which spans 212

square miles — about the size of
Chicago.

In September, the Agriculture
Department established a Dog
Population Management Task
Force to pursue humane solu-
tions. The Agriculture Depart-
ment conducted a survey earlier
this year to update the decade-
old information, but the results
have yet to be released.

Guam’s stray dogs have been
blamed for attacks on people
and pets, traffic hazards, and the
spread of disease and pests,
according to the Agriculture
Department.

Many suffer from starvation,
injuries and illness.

The Agriculture Department
division in charge of animal
health and control is “passionate

and dedicated to finding solu-
tions, yet we are restrained by
limited resources,” Turner said.
“The collaboration with An-
dersen AFB serves as a force
multiplier for our efforts.”

Andersen’s civil engineers
have been supportive in recent
years by capturing strays and
helping with adoptions, wing
spokesman Capt. Casey Bell
said.

Airmen from the base have
also repaired damaged fences
and kennels at Guam Animals in
Need, and the wing expects to
deepen its relationship with that
shelter, Bell said.

Turner credited wing com-
mander Brig. Gen. Thomas Pa-
lenske with helping to finalize
the agreement.

“General Palenske has been
very active with pursuing a
solution to the free-roaming
boonie dog population on
Guam,” she said.

No funds are transferred un-
der the agreement, which allows
the Agriculture Department and
the wing to share resources and
expertise and creates a formal
process for each party to request
support services, according to
the news release.

The agreement is valid for up
to 10 years, the release said.

Both sides will conduct annual
reviews to ensure its effective-
ness and relevance to the com-
munity.

stillwagner.jeremy@stripes.com
@JeremyS_Stripes
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Trade war threatens US Weapon production

By SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes
WASHINGTON — The U.S.

military relies on a network of
countries around the world to
produce the sophisticated weap-
ons and equipment that arm its
warfighters.

It imports missiles from Nor-
way and specialized technology
from France and Italy for fighter
jets. It equips Army soldiers
with a recoilless rifle produced
by a Swedish company and de-
pends on Canada to assemble
combat vehicles such as the
Stryker.

“There’s not a single weapon
system that I know of that
doesn’t have some type of for-
eign content,” said Bill Green-
walt, a former Defense Depart-
ment acquisition official now at
the conservative American En-
terprise Institute, a Washington
think tank.

That global supply chain, built
up for decades, could now be
under threat as President Do-
nald Trump’s administration
seeks to lessen American re-
liance on imports and bring
more manufacturing back to the
United States.

Tariffs imposed in recent
weeks on nearly all foreign-
made products and the prospect
of more levies to come could
make American weapons more
expensive, dampen weapon sales
abroad and tarnish the reputa-
tion of the U.S. as a reliable
partner, according to some ex-
perts and lawmakers.

“In the short term, the an-
nounced tariffs alone will in-
crease costs for U.S. defense
industrial supply chain compa-
nies,” Sen. Jeanne Shaheen,
D-N.H,, wrote in a letter recently
to Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth. “In the long term, tariffs
will drive up the Department of
Defense’s contracting and pro-
curement costs, limit the Depart-
ment of Defense’s buying power
and ultimately harm the war-
fighter and our military readi-
ness.”

In addition to 25% tariffs on
steel and aluminum, the Trump
administration has implemented
a blanket 10% tariff on most U.S.
trading partners. A plan to in-
troduce higher tariffs on nearly
60 countries has been paused
until July while a trade war with
China has raised tariffs on Chi-
nese imports to 145%.

A Pentagon official said that
the department is “closely mon-
itoring existing tariffs and their
impacts on procurement and
manufacturing of goods overseas
with international partners and
allies.”

The Defense Department has
agreements with 28 partner
countries that allow it to over-
ride congressionally mandated

“Buy American” requirements
and engage in billions of dollars
of defense trade with countries
such as the United Kingdom,
Germany and Japan, according
to the Government Accountabil-
ity Office, a federal watchdog.

It is unclear how those ar-
rangements will be affected by
Trump’s tariffs and whether the
defense industry will be strateg-
ically carved out of the levies, as
business groups and some law-
makers have been requesting.

“Right now, you just have to
operate on the fact that prices
are going to go up because there
is foreign content,” Greenwalt
said. “A lot of this foreign con-
tent is because of agreements
like we have with the F-35 [fight-
er jet] but the majority of it is
because our allies produce bet-
ter technology than we do.”

Dak Hardwick, vice president
of international affairs at the
Aerospace Industries Associa-
tion, said the trade group has
received an assurance from the
Trump administration that duty-
free entry for materials destined
for the military would continue.

The nearly 300 aerospace and
defense companies who are
members of the association con-
tinue to seek clarity from the
administration and are engaging
with their foreign counterparts,
Hardwick said.

“Sales to international part-
ners are critical for the health of
the U.S. defense industrial base,”
he said. “We want to continue to
do those sales because it keeps
our industrial base lines hum-

ming, it certainly keeps them
warm at times when the U.S.
government isn’t necessarily
buying certain types of capa-
bilities.”

While the U.S. received 3.1%
of global arms imports from
2020 to 2024, it leads global
trade in weapons with a share of
43% of exports, according to the
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute.

Tariffs could chip into that
dominance by raising the cost of
U.S. defense products domes-
tically and abroad.

“You're going to see a greater
instance of ‘Buy Europe’ and
‘Buy Asia’ and that’s going to
lead to fewer aerospace and
defense sales for the United
States and drive down the one
place that we have a large posi-
tive trade balance,” Greenwalt
said.

The Philippine ambassador to
the U.S., Jose Manuel Romual-
dez, told Reuters last month that
tariffs could affect his country’s
economy and its ability to pay
for a potential $5.58 billion pur-
chase of F-16 aircraft from the
American defense manufacturer
Lockheed Martin.

“These F-16s ... are very ex-
pensive for us ... and we won’t be
able to afford it if, obviously, we
won’t have the resources to be
able to buy them,” he said.

Other countries are scrutiniz-
ing their security dependence on
the U.S., seeing the Trump ad-
ministration’s “reciprocal” tar-
iffs as evidence that the U.S. is
becoming an erratic supplier

Roske L. THAYER/Stars an& Stripes
Soldiers from the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division of Fort Carson, Colo., unpack Stryker
combat vehicles in April, after they were recently shipped to Fort Bliss, Texas, for use in detecting illegal
activity at the U.S. border with Mexico.

and customer, according to
Greenwalt.

Some lawmakers in recent
weeks expressed particular con-
cern about the defense relation-

ship with Australia, which has an

agreement with the U.S. and the
United Kingdom to acquire nu-
clear submarines. Australia had
free trade with the U.S. before
becoming subject to the Trump
administration’s 10% “baseline”
tariff.

Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said the levy

was “not the act of a friend” and

some within his center-left La-
bor Party have questioned
whether the U.S. can be relied
upon to deliver the submarines.
“There is definitely collateral
damage to our allies,” Rep. Joe
Courtney, D-Conn., said of the

tariffs at a congressional hearing
last month, noting he has been in
touch with Australian parliament

members.

In Canada, Prime Minister
Mark Carney declared “the old
relationship we had with the
United States, based on deep-
ening integration of our econo-
mies and tight security and mil-
itary cooperation, is over.”

American defense companies
are bracing for retaliatory mea-
sures — it’s something that’s
“top of mind,” Hardwick said.

The European Union, which

recently launched a rearmament

effort focused on purchasing
weapons from European manu-
facturers, prepared to hit back
with counter-tariffs of nearly 21
billion euros before Trump

paused his 20% tariffs on the
bloc.

China has responded to
Trump’s moves with a 125%
tariff on U.S. goods and most
pointedly, a limit on exports of
certain rare earth minerals and
magnets essential for defense
technology such as missiles,
radar systems, drones, robotics
and jet engines.

Trump issued an executive
order recently directing Howard
Lutnick, the commerce secre-
tary, to open a national security
investigation into potential new
tariffs on all U.S. critical miner-
als imports, escalating the fight.

The consequences for the
military industrial base could be
steep. A single F-35 contains 900
pounds of rare earths, a Virgi-
nia-class submarine contains
9,200 pounds of them and China
processes 90% of the world’s
rare earths supply.

“Even before the latest re-
strictions, the U.S. defense in-
dustrial base struggled with
limited capacity and lacked the
ability to scale up production to
meet defense technology de-
mands,” according to an analysis
by the Center for Strategic and
International Studies think tank.
“Further bans on critical miner-
als inputs will only widen the
gap, enabling China to strength-
en its military capabilities more
quickly than the United States.”

There were signs that the
trade war could be abating
somewhat. Trump recently said
the 145% tariff that he put on
Chinese imports will “come
down substantially.” Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent said he
was engaged in trade negotia-
tions with more than a dozen
countries.

Defense companies have, for
the most part, expressed opti-
mism that they will be able to
weather the changing tariff pol-
icies with minimal impact on
business, with Northrop Grum-
man saying that it did not yet see
significant risk to its programs.

But defense contractor RTX,
formerly known as Raytheon
Technologies, cautioned it could
take a $850 million hit in profit if
global tariffs and separate levies
on steel and aluminum and
goods from China, Canada and
Mexico remain in effect through
the year.

“Like many companies in the
industry, our supply chain and
customer base are global, and
we import raw materials, parts
and modules from around the
world,” CEO Chris Calio said in
an earnings call. “In light of this,
we would be impacted if the
current environment were to
stay in place.”

shkolnikova.svetlana@stripes.com
@svetashko
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Navy cancels Biden-era climate policy

Rescinded plan had committed to

cutting emissions

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON —Navy Secre-
tary John Phelan has canceled the
Navy’s Climate Action 2030 pro-
gram, which was enacted by the
Biden administration in 2022 to
improve the service’s energy
efficiency.

“We need to focus on having a
lethal and ready naval force, un-
impeded by ideologically motivat-
ed regulations,” Phelan saidin a
video posted to his official X ac-
count.

The rescinded plan had com-
mitted the Navy to reducing its
overall emissions by 65% by 2030
and reach net-zero emissions by
2050. Net-zero emissions mean
some greenhouse gases are re-
leased but are offset by the remov-
al of an equivalent amount of the
gases from the atmosphere.

Scientists have said rising sea
levels, recurrent flooding and
more frequent and destructive
hurricanes result from man-made
climate change and are a partic-
ular challenge for the Navy.

Hurricane Sandy, in 2012,

by 65% by 2030

caused $50 million in damage to
Naval Weapons Station Earle, a
critical ammunition resupply
base in New Jersey. The Navy
combined $1.9 million in defense
funds with $61 million from the
local county to restore the beaches
and salt marsh to protect the in-
stallation from storm surge.

Those efforts were still un-
derway in 2020 when Hurricane
Sally significantly damaged more
than 600 facilities at Naval Air
Station Pensacola, Fla. The Navy
deferred $49 million in sustain-
ment and modernization require-
ments to fund initial response and
repairs to withstand future
storms.

“Climate change increases risk,
exposes vulnerabilities to our
people, installations, platforms,
operations, and allies and part-
ners,” Meredith Berger, assistant
secretary of the Navy for energy,
installations and environment,
said in 2022 when the program
was announced.

The goals listed were meant to
hit targets included in an exec-
utive orderissued in 2021 to all

JacauiLyn Davis/U.S. Marine Corps

Navy Secretary John Phelan, left, speaks with Marine Corps Lt. Col.
Matthew Bagley, commanding officer of Marine Heavy Helicopter
Squadron 461, during a tour at Marine Corps Air Station New River,

N.C., last month.

federal agencies by former Presi-
dent Joe Biden. President Donald
Trump axed Biden’s executive
order, “Tackling the Climate
Crisis at Home and Abroad,” on
Jan. 20, when he rescinded 78
orders issued by the previous
administration.

In mid-March, the Defense
Department announced it would

flush climate change policies and
initiatives deemed “inconsistent
with our core warfighter mis-
sion.” Phelan canceling the Na-
vy’s Climate Action 2030 brings
the sea service into compliance
with those efforts.

“Now, it’s done,” Phelan said in
the video.

Neither Phelan nor his office

provided additional details about
what efforts were canceled or
whether any were being consi-
dered separate from the now
defunct Climate Action 2030
program.

“The Department of the Navy is
focused on shipbuilding, deter-
rence and warfighting. We will no
longer be sidetracked by climate-
focused decision-making. Any
distraction to those core priorities
removes valuable resources bet-
ter spent on readiness and oper-
ational effectiveness,” said Kristi-
na Wong, spokeswoman for Phe-
lan.

Wong did not say how much
money the Navy expects the can-
celed climate plan to save the
service.

Later, Phelan announced the
cancellation of 4S5 “nonessential”
grants and awards, as well as
information technology contracts
deemed ineffective and over-
budget, which he said would save
the Navy nearly $300 million.
Among the items canceled, Phe-
lan said, was the studying of the
“population consequences of the
disturbance of humpback whales
in the context of climate change.”

burchett.caitlyn@stripes.com
@CaitlynBurchett

Pentagon planning to limit
medical waivers for recruits

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon is reviewing the medical
standards for military enlistment
this month with plans to update
the list of health conditions for
which potential recruits can
request medical waivers.

“High, uncompromising, and
clear standards are a hallmark of
the U.S. military and are essen-
tial to helping us remain the most
lethal and effective fighting force
in the world. To uphold these
standards and ensure that our
warfighters are capable and
ready, no matter the domain,
adversary, or conditions, the
secretary of defense has directed
my office to conduct a review of
existing medical standards for
enlistment or appointment into
military service,” said Jules
Hurst, a senior Defense Depart-
ment official for personnel and
readiness.

In 2022, the Pentagon eased
restrictions on medical condi-
tions that would have previously
disqualified a person from mil-
itary service unless they were
approved for a medical waiver. A
medical waiver is a formal re-

quest to consider an individual
for military service despite a
current or past medical condition
that does not meet the medical
standards for the armed forces.
The Defense Department initial-
ly eased restrictions on 38 condi-
tions. The list was expanded to
include S1 conditions as of Octo-
ber 2024.

The intent was to boost recruit-
ing numbers. By removing the
requirement to get a medical
waiver for select conditions, the
enlistment process could be sped
up, as well as free up medical
evaluators to review candidates
with more complex medical
histories.

In recent years, the services
have struggled to meet recruiting
goals. In 2023, the Air Force
reached only 89% of its active-
duty recruiting goal of 26,977
enlistments, according to De-
fense Department data. The
Army also fell short at 77%. In
2022 and 2023, the Navy only
contracted 22,000 and 30,000
sailors, respectively, and emptied
its delayed-entry pool, a program
that allows people to sign up for
the armed forces up to one year
before they start basic training.

Only the Marine Corps met its
2023 goal of nearly 29,000 new
recruits. Each of the services
reportedly met the 2024 recruit-
ing goals and are on track to
meet the 2025 recruiting goals,
the Defense Department has
said.

The two most-common condi-
tions for which recruits seek new
waivers are attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder, or
ADHD, and childhood asthma,
the Defense Department said in
late 2024. Changes last year had
further eased the restrictions on
such conditions, moving the time
without treatment for ADHD
from the past three years to one
year, and allowing people who
have not needed an inhaler for
asthma in the last four years to
bypass the waiver process entire-
ly.

Military entrance stations
conducted 312,000 medical ex-
ams from October 2023 to Sep-
tember 2024, with about 36% of
people disqualified during the
initial exam, the DOD said. That
dropped to 19% after service
medical waivers were applied.

The new review of medical
conditions was ordered by De-

MabeLYN KeecH/Department of Defense

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth signs a memorandum regarding
medical waivers recently at the Pentagon.

fense Secretary Pete Hegseth.
He noted in a memorandum that
conditions such as schizophrenia,
paraphilic disorders, congestive
heart failure, and chronic use of
oxygen, are now eligible for med-
ical waivers.

“While the desire to serve the
United States is honorable, indi-
viduals with such conditions are
generally unlikely to complete
initial military training or their
first term of service,” Hegseth
said.

The review aligns with broader
efforts to balance recruitment

needs with operational effective-
ness, the Defense Department
said. Proposed updates to the
medical standards for military
enlistment must be submitted to
Hegseth by May 24. The forth-
coming review, the department
said, will ensure “only fully capa-
ble applicants” join the military
services.

“High standards equal lethal-
ity,” Hegseth said in a pre-rec-
orded video recently posted to X.

burchett.caitlyn@stripes.com
@CaitlynBurchett
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DOD building $400M fue

The facility in Papua New Guinea
will be able to store 70M gallons

By WyatT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Defense Department
is funding a $400 million fuel
storage facility in Papua New
Guinea as part of the growing
military ties under a 2023 de-
fense agreement between the
two countries.

The facility will have the ca-
pacity to store almost 70 million
gallons of fuel, the U.S. Embassy
to Papua New Guinea and Van-
uatu said in a recent news re-
lease.

Adm. Samuel Paparo, head of
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command,
personally informed Papua New
Guinea’s deputy prime minister
and foreign minister of the fund-
ing, according to the release.

U.S. armed forces will have
access to the facility and the fuel
as part of the 2023 agreement.

The complex will be built by
DGCI Corp., an aerospace and
defense company based in
McLean, Va. Construction is
projected to complete in 2030.

DGCI “has a successful histo-
ry of constructing and operating
large scale fuel facilities in Afri-

ca, South America, the Middle
East, and Central Asia,” the
release said.

The announcement follows a
U.S. Navy search for alternative
fuel storage facilities with the
closure of the Red Hill Bulk Fuel
Storage Facility in Hawaii.

A massive fuel spill at Red
Hill in late 2021 contaminated
the aquifer near Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam. Red Hill had a
capacity for 250 million gallons
of fuel.

In his March 2022 order to
permanently close the World
War II-era underground storage
facility, then-Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin said a centralized
fuel hub makes less sense now
than it did in the 1940s.

“The distributed and dynamic
nature of our force posture in
the Indo-Pacific, the sophisti-
cated threats we face, and the
technology available to us de-
mand an equally advanced and
resilient fueling capability,”
Austin said in the announce-
ment. “To a large degree, we
already avail ourselves of dis-
persed fueling at sea and ashore,

SHANNON M. SmiTH/U.S. Navy

Adm. Samuel Paparo, head of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, speaks
with Papua New Guinea Defense Minister Billy Joseph at the National
Disaster Center in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, July 15, 2024.

permanent and rotational. We
will now expand and accelerate
that strategic distribution.”
Papua New Guinea, lying just
northeast of Australia, is signif-
icantly closer than Hawaii to the
South China Sea and Taiwan,
which are major hotspots in the
relationship between the U.S.
and China. The island nation
would be central in the event of
military conflict with China.
The 2023 defense agreement is
spurring other U.S. military

investments in the country.

Naval Facilities Engineering
Systems Command recently
broke ground for two key facil-
ities at Lombrum Naval Base on
Manus Island, north of the na-
tion’s main island, the embassy
said in a news release.

The Regional Maritime Train-
ing Center and the Small Boat
Team and Bosun Facility are
intended to “support maritime
readiness, enhance the capa-
bilities of the Papua New Guinea

| storage facility

Defense Force, and support
long-term regional security in
the Indo-Pacific,” according to
the release.

The $16 million projects are
expected to be completed by
next spring. The bosun facility
will provide maintenance and
operational space for three Pa-
pua New Guinea military small
boat teams, which conduct coas-
tal operations and “respond to
maritime threats,” the release
said.

The U.S. Army recently
wrapped up the two-week Ta-
miok Strike exercise in the cap-
ital city of Port Moresby and
several other locations. Among
the training events were staff
planning exercises, medical
training, infantry tactics drills
and a construction project.

“The relationship that we have
with the U.S. military and [Pa-
pua New Guinea’s defense force]
is built on our shared history
and values,” Brig. Gen. Larry
Opa, the defense force deputy
commander, said during the
closing ceremony, according to a
news release. “Tamiok Strike is
a demonstration of the progres-
sion of this relationship.”

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
@WyattWOlson

Army changes its physical fitness test once again

By Lypia GORDON
Stars and Stripes

Soldiers will once again have to
get familiar with a different
physical fitness test, as the Army
moves toward a renamed one
that drops an event and alters
scoring standards, the service
recently announced.

Beginning in June, a revised
version called the Army Fitness
Test will replace the 3-year-old
Army Combat Fitness Test, ac-
cording to an Army statement.

The updated test will feature
five events instead of the current
six and introduce higher, sex-
neutral and age-normalized stan-
dards for soldiers in combat
arms roles, the statement said.

It remains unclear how event
scoring will differ from current
standards, though the Army said
additional guidance, including
details on scoring, will be given
this month.

“The change reflects the Ar-
my’s continued focus on building
a physically ready force capable
of meeting operational demands
in austere environments,” the
statement said.

The new test’s combat occupa-
tion standard will apply equally
to men and women, with scores
adjusted only for age.

DuRrAN JonEs/U.S. Army

Soldiers take part in the Army Combat Fitness Test. Beginning in June, the ACFT will be replaced by the

Army Fitness Test.

The general standard, howev-
er, is based on performance
expectations tailored by both sex
and age groups, according to the
statement.

One notable difference is the
removal of the standing power
throw.

That event has proved broadly
unpopular with soldiers, a num-
ber of whom say the event is
geared more toward technique
than power and puts shorter
soldiers at a disadvantage.

The most recent Army Combat
Fitness Test was updated in 2022

after originally replacing the
decades-old Army Physical Fit-
ness Test in 2020.

The ACFT differed significant-
ly from its predecessor test and
was aimed at diminishing injury
risk and assessing combat readi-
ness.

Events retained in the Army
Fitness Test from the 2022 up-
date are the three-repetition
deadlift, hand-release pushups,
sprint-drag-carry, plank and
2-mile run.

Soldiers in combat arms roles
will be required to score at least
60 points of a potential 100 per
event, with a minimum overall
score of 350.

Those in combat support spe-
cialties must also achieve a mini-
mum of 60 points for each event,
with a reduced minimum total
score of 300.

The Army Fitness Test is
based on Rand Corp. analysis
and service data from nearly a
million records, the statement
said.

Announcement of the testing
changes comes in the wake of a
March 31 memo from Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth calling
for a review and enhancement of
physical fitness standards in
combat arms roles.

Soldiers will no longer take the
ACFT after May 31, though all
fitness testing prior to that date
will remain valid, the Army sec-
retary said in an April 17 memo.

gordon.lydia@stripes.com
@lydia_stripes
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Improvement of
USMC barracks
faces delays

Initiative hindered by uncertain
funding, federal hiring freeze

By CAITLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Marine
Corps’ barracks improvement
effort is being hindered by un-
certain congressional funding
and the federal hiring freeze as
the service has pushed back its
completion goal to at least 2037.

“[Our Marines] don’t ask for
much — just a decent, quiet
place to lay their head at night.
With a continuing resolution, all
that comes to a screeching halt,”
Gen. Eric Smith, commandant of
the Marine Corps, said at the
recent Modern Day Marine expo
in Washington.

With a price tag of about $11
billion, the Marine Corps Bar-
racks 2030 initiative aims to
modernize unaccompanied hous-
ing for single Marines, stream-
line barracks maintenance and
refresh furniture and appliances
every 10 years. The initiative,
with an initial target completion
of 2030, is now on track to have
Marines in modernized barracks
by 2037, service officials said
this week.

But delays in funding, such as
the stopgap measure under
which the federal government is
operating, could push the com-
pletion date to as late as 2045.
Additionally, President Donald
Trump implemented a federal
hiring freeze in January that is
preventing the Marine Corps

Installations Command from
hiring about 150 civilian housing
specialists to do work now being
done by Marines. Those special-
ists were slated to start in Febru-
ary but are unable to do so until
the hiring freeze is lifted.

The federal government has
been operating under a full-year
continuing resolution since
March 14, after lawmakers failed
to agree on appropriations for
fiscal 2025, which began Oct. 1.
The stopgap funding bill is a
temporary extension of last
year’s funding, plus an additional
$6 billion for pay raises for ju-
nior troops as well as weapons
purchases and operations.

“You can’t hire the labor. You
can’t buy the building or materi-
als. You can’t start a new project.
So, you continue to put lipstick
on a pig, and you keep the old
barracks around for just another
year, and another year, and an-
other year,” Smith said.

About 17,000 junior enlisted
Marines were living in squalid
barracks as of 2023, according to
the Government Accountability
Office, a federal watchdog re-
port. During barracks inspec-
tions at various installations, the
GAO observed mold, pests, sew-
age issues, and extreme temper-
atures.

With questions about long-
term funding, the Marine Corps
is doing what it can now to im-

Luke RobRriGuUEZ/U.S. Marine Corps

Marine Corps Pfc. Emily Laragonzalez and Pfc. Nayeli Dominguez clean their room at Marine Corps Base

Camp Pendleton, Calif., last month.

prove the barracks, service offi-
cials said. Eric Mason, unaccom-
panied housing team lead for the
Marine Corps Installations Com-
mand, said that the number of
Marines living in poor conditions
was lower than 17,000 now.

“I can only tell you that num-
ber has decreased, and it will
continue to decrease. Once we
get out to our potential 2030 — or
2035, 2037 — [completion date],
that number should hopefully go
away,” Mason said.

The service has 11 ongoing
renovation projects, with 12 more
in the pipeline. Additionally,
programs are being rolled out at
Marine Corps bases that are
collecting data on streamlining
maintenance and improving
barracks security.

The service launched a pilot
program in March at Marine
Corps Air Station Beaufort, S.C.,
that installed common access
card-enabled door locks on nine
barracks. A common access card
is the standard identification for

active-duty troops.

The program at Beaufort is
meant to provide better security
for troops, as they swipe into
their private rooms rather than
using a key or a key card. Troops
also must swipe into common
areas in the barracks buildings.

The program will run for one
year before it potentially ex-
pands to other installations. If
approved by the Defense Depart-
ment, Mason said CAC-enabled
locks would likely not become
standard for Marine barracks
until at least 2027.

The Marine Corps also rolled
out a program for troops living in
barracks to submit maintenance
requests to building managers to
streamline repairs for issues
such as leaks, mold and pests.
The online portal is already see-
ing widespread use, capturing
1,000 requests per week.

“As someone from public
works, that’s a bit of a concern.
We want to get that number
down. We don’t want the main

source of things that need to be
fixed in the building to be the
Marines seeing the problem,”
said Jason Canfield, program
manager for QSRMax, the new
service portal that Marines use
to register maintenance re-
quests.

While the service initially
aimed to make certain current
junior enlisted Marines would
see improved barracks condi-
tions, the new timeline for 2037
or later means they might not
benefit from the Barracks 2030
initiative.

But service officials said fixing
the barracks remains a top pri-
ority.

“When you start hearing Ma-
rines say, ‘I am going to my
home’ [when] referring to bar-
racks — I think that’s a great
way to measure the success that
we have had on improving the
quality of life,” Mason said.

burchett.caitlyn@stripes.com
@CaitlynBurchett

Sex assaults in military dropped nearly 4% overall in 2024

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Sexual
assaults reported across the
military dropped by nearly 4%
last year, marking an overall
decrease for the second year in
a row as the Pentagon works to
reverse a troubling trend that
saw an increase of incidents in
three service branches, accord-
ing to a report released earlier
this month.

There were 8,195 reported
sexual assaults in 2024 involving
members of the military, com-
pared with 8,515 in 2023.

Of the total, 6,973 service

members reported sexual as-
sault during their military ser-
vice and another 512 reported an
assault that happened before
they entered the military.

The figure also includes 641
civilians who said they were
assaulted by a member of the
military.

This report does not include a
sexual assault prevalence rate.
The Defense Department con-
ducts the Workplace Experi-
ences Survey of Military Mem-
bers, a biennial confidential
survey, to get a clearer under-
standing of the problem.

The next survey will be con-

ducted in the fourth quarter of
the fiscal 202S.

“We encourage greater report-
ing of sexual assault to connect
victims with care and, also, to
have the opportunity to hold
offenders appropriately accoun-
table,” Nathan Galbreath, direc-
tor of the Sexual Assault Preven-
tion and Response Office, told
reporters.

The overall decrease was due
to a 13% drop in reported sexual
assaults across the Army, ac-
cording to the report.

Three other services saw in-
creases. The Navy had the lar-
gest jump of 4.4%, while the Air

Force had a 2 increase and the
Marine Corps rose by less than
1%.

“It’s important to note that
sexual assaults are not always
reported in the same [fiscal
year] they occur, although the
majority are,” the Air Force said
in the report.

The Pentagon has worked for
years to drive down the rates of
sexual assaults and harassment
within its ranks, a scourge that
has long drawn the ire of Con-
gress.

Top Pentagon officials have
also conceded it likely has a
negative impact on military

recruiting.

The Pentagon has implement-
ed efforts in recent years to
address the problem after for-
mer Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin commissioned an in-
dependent review of the Penta-
gon’s sexual assault prevention
efforts in 2021.

It has invested heavily in im-
plementing dozens of findings
from that commission, nearly
doubling its sexual assault pre-
vention budget to more than $1
billion in 2023 and 2024.

adams.matthew@stripes.com
@MatthewAdams60
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DNA collection effort ne_ars key threshold

USS Arizona’s
unknowns may
be exhumed for
Identification

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

A Virginia real estate agent is
close to finishing a self-appointed
mission aimed at collecting
enough DNA to meet the thresh-
old for exhuming dozens of un-
known Pearl Harbor victims who
were serving aboard the USS
Arizona.

Kevin Kline hopes that will
lead to identification of the ser-
vice members’ remains, a task
once deemed unfeasible.

In 2023, he started Operation
85, an advocacy group that has
helped the Defense Department
track down the majority of the
592 families thus far that have
either given DNA or are in the
process of submitting a DNA Kit,
Kline said recently.

The group represents nearly
1,200 family members of the
Arizona’s crew, he said.

The Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency requires a gen-
eral threshold of family samples
from 60% of the “potentially
associated service members”
before it will disinter the remains
for identification, according to
Defense Department regulations.

In the case of the Arizona,
Kline takes that to mean samples
from 643 distinct families, or 60%
of the current missing and un-
accounted for.

The Navy, however, is putting
the required number at 681,
spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Stuart
Phillips, said in an emailed re-
sponse to questions.

It is unclear how that figure
was determined, but Kline said
Operation 85 will reach the high-
er number regardless.

The U.S. government had just
25 families on file shortly before
Operation 85 began their efforts,
according to a Navy report to
Congress in March 2022.

“We’ve done this in under two
years,” Kline said. “Operation 85
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A woman pays respects at the USS Arizona Memorial in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The memorial honors 1,102
of the 1,177 sailors and Marines killed in the Japanese attack on Dec. 7, 1941.

Operation 85

Kevin Kline, executive director of
the USS Arizona family group
Operation 85 and grandnephew
of Arizona sailor Petty Officer
2nd Class Robert Kline, poses
with Kline’s Purple Heart.

should be able to meet the DOD
60% threshold goal by this sum-
mer, but we do not have any
plans of stopping the search for
family once we hit a specific
number.”

He is the grandnephew of
Petty Officer 2nd Class Robert
Kline, a gunner’s mate who re-
mains missing from the Japanese
attack on the U.S. Pacific Fleet in
Hawaii on Dec. 7, 1941.

Kline described himself as a
“random guy who ... was told no
by the DPAA, that it couldn’t be
done,” adding that he “got so
mad” that he decided to do it
himself.

The Pearl Harbor attack
claimed the lives of 1,177 sailors
and Marines on the Arizona.

L

JAMES SILVERSTEIN

James Silverstein, grandnephew
of USS Arizona sailor Petty
Officer 2nd Class Harry Smith,
poses with Smith's Purple Heart
and the associated documents.

Today, 1,072 remain missing, the
DPAA website states.

Answering family member
questions in 2021, a year before
Kline began his effort, DPAA
director Kelly McKeague called
the project unfeasible and said
preliminary discussions had
taken place about potentially
entombing the unknowns back in
the ship.

Disinterring the unknown
sailors and Marines from the
National Memorial Cemetery of
the Pacific would mean DPAA
had to get family reference sam-
ples, McKeague said in the ques-
tion-and-answer session upload-
ed to YouTube by Operation 8S.

“It’s not a proposition that
makes pragmatic sense,” he said.

Over 900 members of the
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crew’s 1,512 men remain interred
in the ship’s submerged hull,
which is today part of the Pearl
Harbor National Memorial com-
plex.

There are 86 sets of likely
comingled remains associated
with the Arizona buried as un-
knowns in the National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific, other-
wise known as the Punchbowl,
and an additional SS that have no
known ship affiliation,
McKeague wrote in a letter to
Kline on Feb. 19. It is unclear
whether the SS would be disin-
terred as part of the Arizona
effort.

A Navy report to Congress in
March 2022 estimated it would
cost approximately $2.7 million
and take 10 years to track down
enough families for DNA to
reach the Defense Department
threshold for disinterment, the
report states.

Kline and his group have
tracked down S67 families in
about two years, at a cost of
around $70,000, put up by Kline.
By comparison, the report draft-
ed by the Navy cost $83,000 to
produce.

Phillips defended the Navy’s
cost estimate, saying a similar
project involving the USS Okla-
homa had been extremely chal-
lenging. The Oklahoma also
came under attack in the Pearl
Harbor incursion and capsized,
Kkilling 429 of those aboard.

As of April 3, the Navy and
Marine Corps had officially proc-
essed the DNA of S09 families,
according to reports from the two
services’ casualty offices that
collect the samples.

Priority for family reference
sample collection is given to what
DPAA designates as “official
projects,” Phillips said, adding
that the Arizona is not currently
an official project.

After a family trip to the Ari-
zona memorial in 2022, Kline
attended a DPAA family update
meeting and was told the agency
would not identify the unknowns

U.S. Navy/National Archives

The USS Arizona burns after
being struck by Japanese bombs
during the attack.

from the ship anytime soon.

Kline decided to put his busi-
ness on hold and undertake the
effort. He enlisted Melinde Lutz
Byrne, one of the country’s top
forensic genetic genealogists, in
June 2023 and efforts really took
off.

Different types of DNA carry
different genetic information that
is passed to certain relatives.
Until January, the government
was not accepting what are
known as autosomal single nucle-
otide polymorphism DNA sam-
ples, such as those of paternal
nieces and grandchildren, Kline
said.

This sort of DNA is beneficial
for distant-donor relationships
and highly degraded skeletal
remains, which includes nearly
100% of DPAA’s cases, said
Dawne Nickerson, a spokeswo-
man for the medical examiner’s
office at Dover Air Force Base,
Del., which does the testing.

As a result of the policy, the
government was limiting the
field of potential donors.

James Silverstein, a California
attorney and maternal grand-
nephew of Petty Officer 2nd
Class Harry Smith, is angry he
was turned away from giving a
sample prior to DPAA’s an-
nouncement.

I have a “deep concern over
how this process has played out,”
Silverstein said. “This is such a
basic request. This is something
that the government should be
happy to do, and yet it’s been
anything but that, and these
(service members) deserve bet-
ter and the families deserve
better.”

The change on autosomal sin-
gle nucleotide polymorphism
DNA inched Operation 85 closer
to the line by 4S families in a
little over a week, Kline said.

Kline and Byrne believe the
government’s accounting needs
to be overhauled and certain
tasks farmed out to the private
sector. He wants to use the in-
frastructure they’ve built to help
other groups find closure.

“I don’t want to put this away,”
Kline said. “I think other people
can use what we’ve built.”

burke.matt@stripes.com
@MatthewMBurkel
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« 80 YEARS IN THE PACIFIC .

May 14, 2025 - May 13, 2026

PACIFIC

On May 14,1945,
Stars and Stripes
published its
first newspaper
in the Pacific. To
commemorate
80 years serving
the military
community in
the theater, we'’re
taking a look
back at Stripes
history through
the writing and
photography
of a dedicated
staff spanning
generations. Stars
and Stripes has
proudly supported
the Pacific military
community since
the beginning and
will continue to
serve the troops
and families at the
heart of our work.

Check out more of
our history at

www.80.stripes.com

PROUDLY SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE FOR

S0 YEARS

ore than eight decades ago, as the
M world reeled from the devastating

attack on Pearl Harbor, the United
States entered a war that would reshape
history. Amid the turmoil of the Pacific
theater, Stars and Stripes emerged as a vital
source of information, reporting the battles,
the hardships, and the triumphs of American
service members.

Today, as we mark the 80th anniversary of
Stars and Stripes Pacific, we celebrate a legacy
of dedication to truth, service, and the enduring
bond between the U.S. military and the region
it has helped shape and the commitment to
those who served.

From the fiery days of World War II to the
Cold War standoff in Korea, from the Vietnam
War to the long fight against terrorism, Stars
and Stripes has been the eyes and ears of those
who serve. Our journalists have embedded with
troops, walked the streets of post-war Japan,
and documented the changing face of U.S.
military strategy across the Indo-Pacific.

Through it all, our mission has remained the
same: to report the facts, give voice to the men
and women in uniform, and help their families
understand the sacrifices they make.

The Indo-Pacific of today is a vastly
different place than it was in 1945. Nations that
once stood as bitter enemies are now steadfast

Toshi Tokunaga, Arthur Millholland and
his wife compare tabloid size from 1951 to
current size in 1963. Stars and Stripes

allies, bound by shared interests and a common
commitment. American military families have
spent generations calling this region home,
forging friendships and deep cultural ties.

Yet, the need for a strong U.S. presence
endures. China’s rise, North Korea’s nuclear
ambitions, and other regional security
challenges demand continued vigilance,
partnership, and commitment to maintaining
peace and stability.

As much as the military’s role has evolved,
so too has Stars and Stripes. We have embraced
new technologies, expanded our storytelling
through digital platforms, and adapted to the
changing ways service members consume news.

But one principal has never changed: our
commitment to independent journalism. In a world
where information is often weaponized, Stars and

Stripes remains a trusted source, standing apart

from the military commands while standing beside

those who wear the uniform.

To all Stars and Stripes staff members who
have contributed to this mission over the
years—this anniversary is yours.

To our loyal readers—whether in the
barracks, aboard a Navy ship, or at home with
loved ones—thank you for allowing us to tell
your stories. Your experience inspire us, and
your sacrifices humble us.

And to the men and women who continue to
serve in the Indo-Pacific, know that Stars and
Stripes will be there, as it always has been, to
record history as it unfolds.

Here’s to 80 years of reporting with courage
and integrity. And here’s to the future—
wherever the next story takes us.

In a world where information is often weaponized,
Stars and Stripes remains a trusted source, standing
apart from the military commands while standing
beside those who wear the uniform.

Max D. Lederer Jr.

The publisher of Stars
and Stripes news

media organization

was appointed in 2007
after holding various
positions with Stars

and Stripes since 1992
including chief operating
officer, general counsel
and general manager

of Europe operations.
Before his employment
with Stars and Stripes,
Lederer served as a U.S.
Army judge advocate
with assignment in
Europe and South Korea,
and Fort Ord, Calif,, and
Fort Sill, Okla. During his
time with the Army, he
was Airborne-qualified.
He also deployed with
2nd Armored Division
(Forward) to operations
Desert Shield and Desert
Storm to liberate Kuwait
in 1990-91. He received
his Juris Doctor degree
from the University of
Richmond law school

in Virginia and Bachelor
of Arts from Marshall
University in West Virginia.
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STARS AND STRIPES MARKS

80

YEARS

OF DELIVERING
MILITARY NEWS

THAT MATTERS
ACROSS THE PACIFIC

By Joseph Ditzler, Aaron Kidd and Wyatt Olson
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — For eight decades, Stars and Stripes
reporters across the Pacific have covered wars, revo-
lutions, natural disasters and the political changes
that marked turning points for the United States and
its military overseas.

As Philippine bureau chief for Stars and Stripes’
Pacific edition in 1991, Susan Kreifels experienced
firsthand the eruption of Mount Pinatubo, which
hastened the U.S. exit from its military bases in the
island nation.

“I kept thinking we'd be dug up one day just like
the people in Pompeii,’ Kreifels said. She and her
driver stuffed a car full of refugees in an Angeles City
barrio in a blizzard of volcanic ash.

“This stranger pushed a crying baby through the
window into my lap and disappeared,” she said.“Can
you understand the fear that would cause someone
to give a baby to a stranger?”

The Philippine chapter marked just one in the long
American experience in Asia. Just as journalists from
Stars and Stripes witnessed that change, they have

been present for momentous events since May 14,
1945, when the first Pacific edition rolled off the press.

Born in the late stages of World War Il in the Pacific,
the “soldier’s newspaper”lived up to its name. Its front
pages brought the big-picture news to the troops in
the field, while the inside pages told the stories of those
same soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines.

From World War Il, the occupation of Japan, the
Korean War, Vietnam, the long wars around the fight
against terrorist organizations down to the 2011
earthquake and tsunami in Japan, Stars and Stripes
was present as events unfolded.

Brian Brooks, the former associate dean for the
School of Journalism at the University of Missouri,
spent two years as editor of Stripes’ European edi-
tion. He also served as an Army public information
officer during the late stages of the Vietnam War.

Brooks remembers troops in Vietham and Bosnia
emptying the racks of newly arrived Stars and Stripes
newspapers and sharing them among themselves, six
or eight to a paper.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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The Pacific Stars of Stripes

Stars and Stripes was meant to be a Gl's
newspaper, so it should come as no surprise that
many of the publication’s standout journalists
were active-duty service members. Stars and
Stripes’ Pacific staffers went on to work for “60
Minutes,” draw for Marvel Comics and snap
photos for Life magazine. Here’s a sampling of the
bureau’s brightest stars, both civilian and military.

Shel Silverstein |

Author, composer and cartoonist Shel
Silverstein served as a draftee on Stars and
Stripes’ Pacific staff in the mid-1950s and said it
was the catapult that launched
him to success and wealth.

Silverstein wrote and
illustrated such children’s
classics as “The Giving Tree”
and “A Light in the Attic,”
but he was only an aspiring
cartoonist when he arrived at
the newspaper in 1953. He
had never done any steady and
serious cartooning until he began drawing daily
panels about barracks life and field-soldiering.

“For a guy of my age and with my limited
experience to suddenly have to turn out cartoons
on a day-to-day deadline, the job was enormous,”
he told the newspaper in 1969. “It was a great
opportunity for me, and I blossomed.”

Silverstein became world famous for his
cartoons, poetry and songs, such as the Grammy-
winning “A Boy Named Sue” recorded by Johnny
Cash. He recalled a Stars and Stripes cartoon that
almost caused a collision with the Uniform Code of
Military Justice.

Drawing a page of cartoons for April Fool’s Day,
he sketched a soldier holding out a mess kit with
a slab of toast in it. A cook splashed
dark matter over it, saying: “Today, it
really is.”

The managing editor, required to
inspect all Silverstein cartoons before they
were printed, called him over and asked,

“Shel, what does this mean?

“Well, you know, powdered milk, powdered
eggs. Today it’s the real thing. April Fool! Get it?”

That editor approved the cartoon. Many readers
gasped over their breakfast on April Fool’s Day.
Or as one of Silverstein’s contemporaries with the
newspaper put it at the time: “That cartoon, shingle
and all, flew in and out of the fan for several days.”

After leaving the Army, Silverstein struggled as
a cartoonist until he heard about Hugh Hefner, who
was putting together the first Playboy. Hefner hired
Silverstein, who literally moved from ground floor
to an executive suite in the Playboy Mansion.

Silverstein died of a heart attack in May 1999 in
Key West, Fla. He was 68.

— Aaron Kidd/
Stars and Stripes

USS Indianapolis survivors are
taken to a hospital following
their rescue in early August
1945. Courtesy Naval History and
Heritage Command

The initial invasion of
Okinawa on April 1,
1945, was the largest
amphibious assault
in the Pacific during
World War Il. The 82-
day battle lasted until
June 22. More than
12,000 U.S. service
members were killed
and another 37,000
wounded during the
campaign to capture
the island, while about
90,000 Japanese
troops were killed.
U.S. Army
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“The most important thing to me about Stars and Stripes
is itis an example to the rest of the world of how open we
are as a society in the United States,” he said. "What other
military in the world publishes a newspaper that the com-
manders don’t control the content of? It's unheard of. | think
it's a great example of press freedom and what we stand for
as a country.”

‘Every Man’s Role’

The first Stars and Stripes Pacific edition—eight pages—was
produced in Honolulu, where the military newspaper shared
office space with the Honolulu Advertiser and wire services with
the Honolulu Star-Bulletin.

War news dominated the front but inside pages carried
an array of features, sports and entertainment. The Brooklyn
Dodgers were on an 11-game winning streak that month.
Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall were about to wed, and
actor Boris Karloff and playwright Moss Hart ap-
peared with an “all-soldier cast and band”in a
USO Camp Show on Saipan, only a year earlier
a stage for vicious combat.

The war in Europe had concluded
but the fight in the Pacific grinded
on. Stars and Stripes told that story,
often in tones that reflected the
grim and callous nature of the
374 -year-old conflict.

The United Press in that first
edition reported a daylight raid
on Nagoya, Japan, by 500 B-29 Su-
perfortress bombers that dropped
3,500 tons of incendiaries—40
tons every minute for 90 minutes.

“A couple more like that
and you can scratch that town
off your list," the news service
quoted Col. Carl Storrie of Den-
ton, Texas, as saying.

Meanwhile, the fight for Okinawa was underway, and Stars
and Stripes reporters were there. The writing reflected the
tenor of the times. The Japanese enemy was routinely referred
to in terms regarded today as offensive. Stories often focused
on killing and survival.

Staff writers surveyed Pacific combat veterans for advice
on fighting the Japanese that they'd share with Europe the-
ater veterans expected to arrive for the final push on Japan.

Stars and Stripes staff writer Pfc. Bill Land profiled Staff
Sgt. Jon Freeman of Arkansas, also known as “Killer” Freeman,
who had single-handedly sent 27 enemy soldiers to their
deaths during six weeks of combat in Leyte, Philippines.

Land’s photograph of Freeman captured the image of an
American fighting man in the final stages of the war. A cocked
steel helmet shadows the right side of his face, a cigarette
angles down from the corner of his mouth, his left eye focuses
on something to his right. He cradles his rifle in his arms
across his midsection. Three grenades hang on his field jacket
on either side of his chest.

Killing the enemy was Freeman’s hobby, according to a
headline. “Shoot him from the belly up,” was his advice to
the newcomers.

Winning a ‘Feverish Race’

The outlook changed on Aug. 6, 1945, although the page
1 story out of Washington, D.C., by United Press, in retrospect,
left questions unanswered. An atomic bomb “with power
equal to 20,000 tons of TNT,” had been dropped on Japan.

The story identified Hiroshima as the targeted city and
divulged that the U.S. had won a “feverish race” with German
scientists to harness atomic power.

The front-page headline on Aug. 7, 1945, revealed more
information and strode across six columns: “Report Atom
Toll Heavy,” with a smaller headline indicating the city was
wrecked beyond Japan’s ability to immediately comprehend.

A Stars and Stripes editor, Cpl. Anthony Kott, summed up
news of the first atomic bombing.“The atom bomb continued

Stars and Stripes

www.80.stripes.com
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Near the end of Okinawa ca

take cover behind a bullet-po
U.S. Army/Stars and Stripes

More than 1,000 Marines were killed and more than
2,000 were wounded in the Battle of Tarawa, which
took place Nov. 20-23, 1943, on Betio, a tiny island in

the Pacific Ocean’s Tarawa Atoll.

Lt. Morris R. Jeppson, one of two weaponeers who armed
the atomic bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima, is pictured
before his first and only combat mission.
Emma Brown/The Washington Post
Courtsey of National Museum of Nuclear
Science and History

A massive column of billowing smoke,
thousands of feet high, mushrooms
over Nagasaki, Japan, after the United
States dropped an atomic bomb on
Aug. 9, 1945. A B-29 plane delivered
the blast killing approximately 70,000
people, with thousands dying later of
radiation effects.

Ty

Tom Sutton

to pale all other news into insignificance in the
States,” he wrote, “as the American public was
heartened by prospects of a shorter war but was
awed by the bomb's implications.”

Two days later, news arrived of a second
atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki. Played just
as prominently was word that Soviet troops had
made their first moves against Japan. Both devel-
opments signaled the conflict’s end.

A roundup of reports carried the headline,
“Nagasaki Resembles Volcano Still Afire,
Says Eyewitness.”

A week passed before a banner headline
on Tuesday, Aug. 14, 1945, in flowing typeface
heralded “Peace” above the news: “The Pacific war
ended Tuesday—1,347 days after the sneak attack
on Pearl Harbor.”

The first Stars and Stripes staffers to report
from Japan’s main islands did so from air and sea
Aug. 28-29, 1945.

Cpl. Davis wrote from Okinawa of riding
aboard one of the final B-24 bomber combat mis-
sions over Kyushu and Shikoku. Other than flying
over what had been recently the enemy home-
land, the flight was routine, he wrote. Davis looked

down mostly on rice paddies, terraced slopes and
empty roads, he reported from the “recon mission.”

Tech Sgt. Dick Koster wrote from the USS
Gosselin on Aug. 29 that Japan’s naval base at
Yokosuka, today home of the U.S. 7th Fleet, looked
“desolate and ghostly.” He described the battleship
Nagota, crippled by American air attacks; sunken
or beached barges; and white flags dotting the
hillsides marking gun emplacements.

With the war’s end near, the news turned to
the coming post-war economy and the nation’s
capacity to absorb the discharged veterans com-
ing home to the labor force.

The American Legion and Veterans of For-
eign Wars demanded improvements to Veterans
Administration hospitals “to avert an imminent
breakdown,” the paper reported June 12, 1945.

A United Press report quoted a psychiatrist
warning of the effects of combat on returning vet-
erans. What today is called post-traumatic stress
disorder would result in higher rates of alcohol
abuse and alcoholism.

Less than four months later, Stars and Stripes
started publishing from Tokyo. The first Pacific
edition rolled off the presses of the Asahi Shimbun

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Long before artist Tom Sutton began contributing to Marvel
Comics and the popular Warren Publishing series ““Vampirella,”
he was sharpening his drawing pencil, and his skills, at Stars and
Stripes’ office in downtown Tokyo.

The Massachusetts native joined the Air Force in 1955 and was
later stationed at a base near Osaka, Japan, before being assigned to
the newspaper, where he created a daily strip titled “Johnny Craig,”
named after one of his favorite comic book artists.

The sci-fi comic took place in 2058 and followed a rocket pilot
whose “quest to find a second Earth leads him into undreamed of
dangers among the stars.”

A story published in Stars and Stripes the day “Johnny Craig”
debuted said the then-20-year-old Sutton got his start “earning soft
drink and malt money by illustrating comics for Weird Science
Fiction, Vault of Terror and Starman comic books for $45 per eight-
page story while his high school pals were still peddling newspapers
for pennies.”

According to “It Crept from the Tomb,” a book on horror comics
edited by Peter Normanton, Sutton’s early work received praise from
legendary artist Norman Rockwell.

While in high school in the late 1940s, Sutton took a
correspondence art course and his assignments were graded by
Charles Schulz, who was trying to get “Peanuts” off the ground at
the time.

After leaving the Air Force and finishing college in New York,
Sutton took his Stars and Stripes comics to Marvel, where they were
reviewed by Stan Lee, co-creator of iconic characters like Spider-
Man, X-Men and the Incredible Hulk.

“I think he was rather impressed by the fact that I had actually
done a daily comic strip for two years,” Sutton told The Comics
Journal in 2001. “He just reached over and he pulled off this huge
pile of blank paper. And he said, ‘OK, do me a couple of Westerns
and I’ll see you next week. Have fun.” I remember that very well.
‘Have fun.”

Sutton, best known for his writing and illustration work on the
popular “Vampirella” horror series, looked back fondly on his time
with Stripes, which he called “my art school.”

“I remember one of the first jobs I got was they wanted me to
draw this temple and some GIs or
something, and they tossed a couple
of photographs on the drawing
table, and they said, “You’ve got 45
minutes!’ Forty-five minutes?”” he
told The Comics Journal. “There
were men there who had worked
at Collier’s, who had worked
at Saturday Evening Post, who
had worked on various other
magazines, you understand what
I’m saying? That was real. [ don’t
think there is anything better than
what we used to call on-the-job
training or apprenticeship.”

Sutton, who also worked
under the pen names Sean
Todd, TES and Dementia, died
of an apparent heart attack in
May 2002. He was 65.

— Aaron Kidd/
Stars and Stripes
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Steve Kroft

Veteran broadcaster Steve Kroft, who
retired from CBS-TV’s “60 Minutes”
in 2019 after three decades with the
groundbreaking news program, began his
journalism career with Stars and Stripes
Pacific during the Vietnam War.

Kroft, 74, broke into news as a
correspondent and photographer while
serving in the Army in Vietnam.

“[Stars and Stripes] would be the thing
that I really wanted to do, and I felt it
was something that would show up on
my résumé and that [ would be proud to
have on my résumé,” he said in October
2018 at the Washington, D.C., premier
of a documentary film on the newspaper,
which he narrated.

Following his military service, Kroft
earned a master’s degree from Columbia
Journalism School and worked for local
television stations in Jacksonville, Fla., and
Miami before joining CBS News in 1980.

He was transferred to New York in
1987 as principal correspondent for “West
57th,” a news magazine that led to his
assignment on “60 Minutes.”

He won his first of five Peabody Awards
for a 1990 critical look at how the military
disciplined an experienced officer for a
friendly fire incident. His interview with
President-elect Barack Obama drew more
than 25 million viewers in November
2008 and remains the largest “60
Minutes” audience since 1999.

Kroft was the longest-tenured reporter
for “60 Minutes,” which was created by
fellow Stripes alumnus Don Hewitt and
for years featured another, Andy Rooney.

His numerous citations include the
Investigative Editors and Reporters
Award, the George Polk and JFK
Journalism Awards and a Lifetime
Achievement Emmy Award.

— Stars and Stripes

Check out more of
our history at

www.80.stripes.com
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on Oct. 3, 1945. The newsroom and other offices were several
blocks away at the Nippon Times (now the Japan Times).

The newspaper remained there until 1952, when it moved
to the Hardy Barracks compound, also in Tokyo, a former
Japanese infantry base. In 1962, the paper relocated to a new
structure on those grounds, the Akasaka Press Center, where
its Pacific offices and printing press remain today.

‘Korea At War’

Pacific Stars and Stripes delivers news as it happens. It did
so June 25, 1950, when a page 1 headline declared “Korea At
War” on the same day North Korean troops poured over the
38th parallel “with tremendous power at 5 a.m.,” according to
a wire report.

Several editions rolled off the press that day, and subse-
quent days, as events in Korea unfolded. The front page car-
ried big-picture stories about the unfolding conflict posted
mostly by civilian reporters for The Associated Press, United
Press and International News Service.

Stars and Stripes staffers found the local angle in the
conflict, whether frontline accounts of battle action; high-
level meetings in Tokyo between Gen. Douglas MacArthur
and government officials like John Foster Dulles, foreign
policy adviser to the State Department; or rear-echelon
events, like jazz singer Al Jolson performing in Tokyo for
wounded soldiers.

The war news at first was grim as North Koreans cornered
U.S. and South Korean forces inside the Pusan perimeter

from August until early September. While U.S. B-29 bomb-
ers lashed North Korean troops, allied units strengthened
defensive positions.

MacArthur turned the tide by send-
ing waves of Marines ashore Sept. 15
at the port city of Inchon, behind the
North Korean lines and at the doorstep
of Seoul. Wire services kept the troops abreast of
the big picture.

Meanwhile, Pacific edition reporters with the
grunts reported action at the front. Cpl. Bobby
Rushing wrote how medical officer Capt. Mel-
bourne Chandler led a surrounded 1% Cavalry
Division battalion to safety after four days of
heavy fighting. The battalion commander was
killed, leaving Chandler in command.

The unit came under tank and automatic
weapons fire from the “Reds,” or North Koreans,
Chandler told Stars and Stripes.

“We couldn’t move in any direction as they
were firing right down our throats,” he said.

The same day, a front-page story with a
three-deck headline delivered some good news
from general headquarters in Tokyo: “Men at the
Front Will Have Beer.”

The northward push by the U.S. X Corps
brought them to battle with forces sent by China to push the
allies back into South Korea. They met at Chosin Reservoir in
the final, cold months of 1950.

General L. L. Lemnitzer, the United Nations and Far East
command-in-chief, presses a button to start Stars and
Stripes’ Goss press on July 28, 1956.

James Baumbarger/Stars and Stripes

H. A. Presley, Stars and Stripes’ chief of supply
and transportation, directs shifting of a roll of
newsprint on Oct. 23, 1962.

Masahiko Nakamura/Stars and Stripes

Chaplain George E. Fort holds Sunday service
for hospital patients on Oct. 31, 1957.
Harold Slate/Stars and Stripes

Members of 1¢t Republic of Korea Marine
Brigade storm ashore on the Gimpo
Peninsula, 40 miles northwest of Seoul,
Sept. 21, 1961.
Kim Ki Sam/Stars and Stripes
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Stars and Stripes reporters with the Marines and Army
units of X Corps filed delayed accounts of the battle that
became U.S. military lore. Holding out against repeated
assaults, U.S. troops battled their way out of the high,
frozen plateau in December.

“Grace of God, Courage of Gls Enables Escape” was the
headline on an account by Sgt. Connie Sellers with the
Army’s 2" Infantry Division that appeared Dec. 17, 1950.
He wrote how Capt. Lincoln Wray led his 300 men from a
death trap to eventual safety.

“By this time, we had walked for 16 hours and about
40 miles through rugged mountain ridges. The men were
tired out, but determined not to be trapped and cap-
tured,” Master Sgt. Jerry Grafton said in Sellers’account.
“We by-passed the machine guns and kept going.”

Another account from the X Corps told how Army
and Marine engineers repaired a tortured, impassable,
20-mile-long stretch of highway and gave allied troops an
escape route from the Chosin Reservoir.

“Craters were filled, a vital bridge twice rebuilt after
infiltrating enemy troops cut it and dozens of roadblocks
of timber, brush and blasted vehicles cleared,” said the
Stars and Stripes report.

The war raged across the Korean Peninsula nearly
three more years. On Monday, July 27, 1953, the troops
read in Stars and Stripes Pacific the news they'd long
awaited: “Fighting Ends Tonight.”

Inside, Pfc. Tony Ricketti reported from Panmunjom,
the village where documents were signed instituting an
armistice that remains in place today.

“Even as the signing took place mortar rounds could
be heard in the distance and American jets struck a bit
further off,” Ricketti wrote that day.

A Golden Era

As the Korean War drew to a close, events in the
French colony of Indochina in Southeast Asia set the
stage for U.S. involvement there.

The Vietnam War, which for U.S. combat troops lasted
from 1965 to 1973, ushered in what some regard as a
golden era for the paper.

“They did really robust reporting from '67 to '69,” said
Cindy Elmore, a journalism professor at East Carolina
University who has published scholarly articles examining
command influence and censorship of the newspaper.

During that period, the Pacific paper’s top editor was
Col. Peter Sweers, a World War |l veteran and Bronze Star
recipient who held a bachelor’s degree in journalism.

“He was very supportive of freedom of the press and
of treating Stripes just like any newspaper covering the
Vietnam War,” said EImore, a Stars and Stripes reporter in

the late 1990s.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Marines scale a mound

of rubble as they fight
their way into the NVA
stronghold in the Citadel—
the ancient imperial
capital’s fortress—during

the battle for Hue. John
Olson/Stars and Stripes

Stars and Stripes photographer John Olson,
far left, poses with other journalists behind
their tent while covering the Vietnam War.
John Olson/Stars and Stripes

wounds during a firefight in South
Vietnam, July 13, 1966.
Gary Cooper/Stars and Stripes

Debbie Reynolds brings a bit of
Hollywood to Korea as she sings for
5,000 soldiers who jammed the
Seoul Military Post baseball field
on May 28, 1955.
Charles Taylor/Stars and Stripes
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John Olson
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Former Stars and Stripes Pacific combat photographer
John Olson is known for his haunting images of the
Vietnam War, particularly those taken during the bloody
Tet Offensive and Battle of Hue in 1968.

“I was a highly motivated photojournalist,” he told
the newspaper in 2018. “I’d been in Vietnam for a year,
and if you are a combat photographer, you can’t fake
it. The more dangerous the better, and I learned that the
heaviest fighting was at Hue. So, I went to Hue.”

The powerful photographs Olson took as he followed
the 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment through
Hue have often been credited with playing a role in
America’s eventual withdrawal from the war.

“They were published in Stars and Stripes and
also Life magazine,” said Olson of those images,
which earned him the prestigious Robert Capa Gold
Medal. The award is given by the Overseas Press
Club of America for the “best published photographic
reporting from abroad requiring exceptional courage
and enterprise.”

The March 1968 issue of Life featured a six-page
spread of Olson’s photos titled “The Battle that
Regained and Ruined Hue.” After leaving the
Army, he became the publication’s youngest-ever
staff photographer.

“Like many veterans, I came back from Vietnam and
I spent decades not talking about it,” he said. “But as we
approached the 50th anniversary of the Tet Offensive
and the Battle of Hue, I began to wonder what had
happened to the young men I’d photographed.”

Olson was able to track down nearly a dozen of those
Marines, interview them and capture their harrowing
stories on tape.

“They told me about their time in Hue and how the
years since Hue have affected their lives,” he said.
“How the battle and the fighting—what impact it had
on them.”

Olson eventually turned this personal project into an
exhibit called “The Marines and Tet,” which ran at the
Newseum in Washington, D.C., to mark the battle’s 50th
anniversary in 2018.

The Washington Post described the exhibit’s
centerpiece photo this way: “The picture—the
most important he’s ever taken—shows a
half dozen Marines sprawled
atop a mud-crusted tank.

One man’s arm and eye are
bandaged. Blood coats

another’s legs. In the

foreground, a third man

lays atop a wooden door his
comrades used as a makeshift
stretcher. His shirt has been

ripped off because, in the center of
his chest, is a bullet hole.”

Olson told the newspaper he had
“next to no memory” of taking that
photo. When he was asked how the
Vietnam War had affected him, the
photographer didn’t have an answer.

“I don’t have all that figured out
yet,” he said.

— Stars and Stripes
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After wartime terror and defeat,
a Japanese life is rebuilt around

Stars and Stripes
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Editor’s note: This article, originally
published in August 2015, focuses on
Toshi Tokunaga Cooper, who spent her
teens in a world of air raids, shortages,
death and at the end, the shock and
humiliation of defeat. Over time, her life
transformed as she went to work for the
occupation forces and later for Stars and
Stripes, where she built a career and met
her husband. Now living in Delaware,
Cooper recalls her own personal
Journey—part of Japan’s transformation
from bitter enemy to close ally of the
United States.

By Seth Robson,
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — Toshi Tokunaga Cooper
and her coworkers listened on the radio
as Emperor Hirohito announced Japan’s
surrender to the Allies on Aug. 15, 1945. It
was the first time the Japanese public had
heard his voice, and the news was devastating.

“We stood in the courtyard and listened
to the emperor’s speech and cried like hell,”
recalled Cooper.

After hearing of their nation’s defeat,
Cooper and several friends walked from
Tokyo’s Ebisu district to the Imperial
Palace, where they wept and apologized to
the emperor.

“We were very nationalistic,” she said.
“I heard later that some of the people
around us had committed suicide.”

The end came as a shock to the Japanese
people, even if many had suspected the
war was not going as well as it was spun
by the government’s propaganda machine.
For many in reclusive Japan, America was
a strange and distant place.

When news of the Pearl Harbor attack
broke in December 1941, Cooper’s father,
a civilian contracting officer in the Imperial
Japanese Navy, spread a big map of America
on a table and compared it to Japan. Her
father was fascinated by foreign things
and spent time in London before the war.
The family ate English breakfasts of toast,
eggs and coffee on Sundays and celebrated
Christmas, she said.

The start of the war meant she couldn’t
watch her favorite American movies. Tokyo
cinemas stopped showing them and only
screened German, Italian and Japanese films,
she said.

Despite official efforts to put a positive spin
on news from the front, it was hard to believe
that Japan was winning—casualty lists were
growing and rations were short. American

bombers pounded Tokyo, destroying entire
neighborhoods near Cooper’s home in
Tokyo’s Shibuya district. At times it seemed
as if the bombs were dropping only a few
yards away.

Some of Cooper’s schoolmates were killed
in the air raids.

“There were so many people who had a
terrible time,” she said.

Still, to a young person, the war seemed
exciting.

“When a B-29 went down, we all clapped,”
she recalled.

Workmates at the navy yard in Shibuya,
where Cooper was a supply clerk, would
arrive each morning with captivating stories.

One woman said she left a pot full of raw
rice when she fled to an air raid shelter. When
she returned, heat from bombing had cooked
the rice, Cooper said.

Her family had a bomb shelter in their
backyard stocked with food and supplies. But
after a heavy snowfall, the shelter flooded.
When the family opened the shelter door
during an air raid, they saw all their carefully
stored supplies floating in deep water.

News of the atomic bombings at Hiroshima
and Nagasaki was vague at first, Cooper said.

“The radio talked about a strong weapon
being dropped,” she said.

When Allied occupation troops arrived
in Tokyo after the surrender, residents
were scared. Tokyo was a battered city
where black markets sprung up to meet the
demands of hungry masses and exhausted
soldiers returning from far-flung battlefields.

Australian soldiers set up camp near
Cooper’s house. There were rumors that
they were abducting young girls, and
families kept ropes ready so they could
escape out the window if the soldiers came
for them.

Cooper got a shock when she rode a train to
the countryside to trade kimonos for food and
felt the hands of a tall Australian lifting up the
bag of rice on her back.

“I yelled in English: ‘I’m not a street
worker.” But he was just trying to help me
carry the bag,” she said.

Cooper’s father was angry when she got a
job in the Public Information Office at Allied
headquarters, where Gen. Douglas MacArthur
ruled Japan during the post-war occupation.
He wanted her to get married. She argued that
the job would help improve her English—a
valuable skill in U.S.-occupied Japan—which
she had learned at a Methodist high school.

Soon she was working as a linguist for
American reporters. Her English was poor but
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I Toshi Cooper
ars and Stripes

“WE WERE VERY NATIONALISTIC. I HEARD
LATER THAT SOME OF THE PEOPLE AROUND
US HAD COMMITTED SUICIDE.”

— Toshi Tokunaga Cooper on Japan’s defeat in World War II

good enough to do the job and earn her gifts
such as bars of soap from the journalists.

When the chief of the news section at the
PIO, Maj. Fred May, took command at Pacific
Stars and Stripes in 1948, he invited Cooper to
join as an assistant librarian.

Cooper started building contacts with
Japanese officials whom she won over with
cigarettes and chocolate from the exchange.

“There were few female Japanese
journalists in those days, and they had a
terrible time compared to the males,” she
said. “But I could do anything I wanted.”

It wasn’t long before Cooper was going
on assignments as a translator. A memorable
assignment involved tracking down Marilyn
Monroe, paparazzi-style, when she visited
Tokyo in 1954.

Stars and Stripes staked out Haneda
Airport, where Monroe and her new
husband, famed baseball player Joe
DiMaggio, touched down, but there were so
many people—2,500 wild fans”—that the
journalists decided to give up and “go get
drunk,” Cooper recalled.

“We started driving home, but I saw blonde
hair in the car in front of us,” she said. “I said:
‘Let’s follow!””

The car traveled to a back entrance at the
Imperial Hotel—avoiding 1,500 more fans

at the front—and out stepped Monroe. Stars
and Stripes got the story and photo. Cooper
got an autograph.

During the 1964 Tokyo Olympic Games,
Cooper helped make posters of the U.S.
military athletes who were participating.
She moonlighted as a translator for some
of the foreign reporters who attended the
Games and received plenty of free tickets
in return.

Cooper was the translator for Stars and
Stripes reporter Army Cpl. Ernie Peeler for his
interview with Princess Kazuko—elder sister
to Japan’s current emperor, Akihito. She was
about to become the first member of Japan’s
imperial household to marry a commoner.
Cooper said they had a tough time persuading
the princess to smile for a photo.

Before the story could appear, Peeler left
for Korea, where U.S. Forces were fighting to
hold their own against a communist invasion.
On July 28, 1950, he and another journalist,
Ray Richards of the International News
Service, were declared missing in action—
perhaps killed by a tank shell that blew their
Jeep off the road.

In 1970, she married fellow Stars and Stripes
employee Gary M. Cooper and retired the
following year.

This 1959 photo taken at Stars and Stripes’ office in Tokyo shows librarian Toshi

Tokunaga with artist Shel Silverstein on the bottom row. Pictured from left to right
on the top row are admin assistant Michiko Shibata, photographer Neal Callahan,
city editor Pat Carroll, entertainment editor Al Ricketts, artist Sanae Yamazaki and

features writer Norm Sklarewitz.
Shel Silverstein/Stars and Stripes
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THE COST OF NEWS GATHERING

The following is an edited version of a column written by former Stars and
Stripes senior reporter Hal Drake and published in October 1995.

Pacific Stars and Stripes has lost two reporters in two
wars—one a 37-year-old veteran, the other a youngster only
24.1knew one only slightly and the other not at all.

| called the home of Ernie Peeler’s son in California not
long ago, wanting to know as much as he might remember
about his dad—the reporter we lost in the hard and early
days of the Korean War.

Gone before my time, he was a man | never knew, except
by reputation and the quality of work | found in a few faded
library clippings.

| learned Peeler had been an International News Service
reporter and could believe that because of his neat, tight
writing, the kind required by telegraphic news services.
During World War Il, he had worked in military information
offices, which ideally qualified him for Stripes—a guy who
knew the business from both ends of the telephone.

Paul Savanuck

He was good and he was gutsy, this Peeler—the kind of
reporter who would stand fire to get his story, walking into
enemy cylinders of every caliber millimeter.

Peeler and Hal Gamble were the first Pacific Stars and
Stripes reporters sent to cover the war, which broke over the
benign occupation life in Japan like a storm over a picnic.
Within days, the two were of Tokyo and in Korea, reporting a
difficult and confusing conflict.

Peeler took chances—a lot of chances. Good reporters
always do, taking a soldier’s chances to do a newsman'’s job.

So it was July 28, 1950, when he was declared missing in
action—perhaps slain by an enemy tank that blew his Jeep
off the road. Old-timers at Stripes told me of hopefully scan-
ning POW lists provided by the Communists at Panmunjom.
Ernest never turned up.

On the day he disappeared, Peeler was out of hostile range
when he and Ray Richards, an International News Service
correspondent, decided to head north, toward a broken,
disorganized nonentity called the front, to get “just a little
more” before they wrote their stories—a decision that can
cost a reporter’s life.

But the good ones do it.

There was another man | scarcely knew, and wish | had
known better.

Two decades have gone by since the last shot in Saigon,
but | can’t forget the most hurtful happening of a long-ago
war—the loss of Paul Savanuck.

Why can’t | scrub my memory of a 24-year old kid | hardly
touched hands with?

He was like a face on a passing streetcar or casual acquain-
tance at a bit party. A quiet kid—one of those who could
sitin a crowded room for four hours without saying a word.
Bespectacled and absently preoccupied, he was remindful of
a student for the priesthood or rabbinate.

His constant expression was a thoughtful frown—the
one he wore that day in early 1969 as | walked into the
Pacific Stars and Stripes Saigon Bureau with colleague Al
Kramer, sent from Tokyo to do a special supplement on
the war.

The bureau of Vo Tanh Road was a bizarre place, manned
by youngsters who lived in the age of Aquarius and Zum-
walt. It showed. The walls were done over in psychedelic
rainbow, along with pungent lyrics from the rock musical
“Hair” and pinups that would have sent a chaplain into con-
vulsive shock. Our people were called the Wild Bunch, and
not without reason.

All except Paul Savanuck, who was a few days new to the
bureau and had a discomfited look, like a chaplain’s assis-
tant who was trying to be one of the guys but still blanched
at a dirty joke. As we met, all | got was a loose handshake
and a mutter.

Oh no, | thought. Was this another anti-Vietnam draftee,
not here to report the war but to protest it? The indiscrimi-
nate draft had dumped all manner of characters on us, and
the last thing we needed was another Greenwich Village
poet posing as a reporter.

| spoke these fears aloud, in private, to Dave Walsh, a Navy
journalist attached to the bureau.

“No, Hal," Dave assured me."“He’s a shy sort, doesn't like to
push himself. He's new here, hardly been around a week—
just feeling his way around. Give him time. He'll open up!”

Bureau Chief Bill Collins told me Savanuck had volun-
teered for both Vietnam and Stripes, aggressively pounding
on the door until Bill granted him a tryout and nodded him
in. His diffident manner belied that. Again, | was told—give
him time.

There was a drowsy afternoon we were all sitting around,
with Savanuck right beside us but a hundred miles away un-
der a canopy of mood. Mike Kopp, a bureau photographer,
had a new Nikkormat and was trying it out on anybody who
would hold still for five seconds. Savanuck was staring at our
well-sized battle map.

“Hey, Paul,” Kopp said. “This way."

Startled, Savanuck absently jerked around and put his
chin on the heel of his hand, looking like that classic statue
of The Thinker. We would have that, at least—a picture that
caught perfectly the subtle and introspective character of
Paul Savanuck.

A day or so later, he was gone, headed up country to cover
the war.

Then came that gloomy morning.

There had been a rowdy party at the bureau the night be-
fore. Master Sgt. Bill Bradford, the first shirt, expressed bitter
regret that a can of beer and the contents of a wastebasket
has been flung into an overhead fan. He stood by, in a surly
posture with his hands on his hips, while we meekly mopped
up the mess. Lt. Col Sal Fede, the officer in charge, waling in
with a stormfront over his face. Having just borne Bradford’s
wrath, we braced for Sal’s.

Ernie Peeler

Sal walked over to Collins and spoke in a confidential tone
that still carried: “Savanuck’s dead. He bought it last night up
at QuangTri”

There was more boozing that night, but it was morose
and depressing. To Dave Walsh fell the stressful job of going
up to a remote corner of the Marine base at Da Nang and
walking under a sign that read: “In Reverence—Uncover.”
Dave nodded as an attendant lifted a rubber wrapping
from a still form.

Not long after, Dave was in Tokyo and he and | toured the
Kanda district that abounds with bookstores. It also had
the oldest beer hall in Tokyo, we and stopped to pay proper
respect to a cultural landmark.

After a time, Dave looked absent and thoughtful much
like Savanuck, and said: “Jesus, that was awful about Paul.
If he'd just been around a little longer and gotten to know
you and Kramer and all the guys, he'd have opened up. He
was a nice kid.”

| wept a little, for somebody | hadn’t known very well for
very long.

| could never feel like Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Savanuck, but |
still felt sadly deprived.

Maj. Gen. Ethan A. Chapman, chief of staff for U.S.
Forces Japan, looks at a painting honoring Stars and
Stripes correspondent Ernie Peeler on Feb. 8, 1964.
Peeler was the first journalist reported missing in
action during the Korean War.

Henry Magnuson / Stars and Stripes
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Vernon Grant

Cartoonist and Army
officer Vernon Grant had a
unique ability to capture the
soldier’s perspective during
the Vietnam War.

“One Vietnam veteran
said to me, “We had some
terrible times in Vietnam,
but we also laughed a lot,”
Grant’s widow, Betsy Grant,
told Stars and Stripes during
a recent phone interview.
Grant’s work “will make you laugh. His sense of
humor was universal for all soldiers.”

The youngest of five children in a family that
immigrated to Massachusetts from Barbados, Grant
was 23 when he joined the Army in 1958, with
segregation still a dehumanizing force in the United
States. Two years in, he was invited to enroll in the
Infantry Officer Candidate Course at Fort Benning,
Ga., and was commissioned a second lieutenant.

Grant made captain in 1966 and went to Vietnam a
year later, where he commanded the Signal Security
Force, 400 men guarding 23 communications sites
scattered the length of Vietnam.

Between 1966 and 1969, Grant drew comics for
Stars and Stripes, under the titles “Grant’s Heroes,” “A
Grant Time in Japan” and “Grant’s Grunts.” They were
biting and humorous but offered a window into the
soldier’s experience in Vietnam.

In one strip, a two-star general looks up at a man
sitting on an elevated throne and say, “If you don’t
mind coming down, Colonel ... I’ll give you my ten-
minute thing on ‘Command Modesty!””

“He used exaggeration really well,” Betsy
Grant said.

Grant left the military in 1968, after 10 years
of service. He enrolled in classes at Jesuit Sophia
University, which had a campus in Tokyo. He wrote
three books on Army life and one on Japan: a two-
volume graphic novel “Adventures of Point-Man Palmer
and his Girlfriend ‘Invisible Peppermint,””’ “Stand-By
One!” and “A Monster is Loose!—in Tokyo.”

He told reporters in 1977 that his popularity among
front-line soldiers was a bit overwhelming.

“I became an institution for the U.S. GIs who
sought comic relief from the danger of combat and
the boredom of army life,” he told the Cambridge
Chronicle weekly in Massachusetts. “More soldiers
read my books than any other cartoonist or writer in
the front. I still get embarrassed when I meet someone
on the street who recognizes me.”

He suffered a heart attack on a run July 7, 2006, fell
into a coma and died weeks later.

“His creations of the stories of ‘Point-Man Palmer’
and cartoons in the military field as well as his science
fiction world of ‘The Love Rangers’ are his legacy,”
his widow wrote in her book.

Speaking with Stars and Stripes in 1972, Grant made
his intentions abundantly clear. He just wanted to make
people laugh.

“Translating life into humor is the biggest thing with
me,” he said at the time.

— Matthew M. Burke/Stars and Stripes

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

The newspaper also benefited from a wide swathe
of talented draftees, some of whom had Ivy League
degrees or actual journalism experience back in the
States, Elmore said.

“We aggressively went out and covered stuff, and the
military didn’t much like that,” said Robert Hodierne, a
reporter and assistant editor at the Saigon bureau in the
late 1960s.

Many would go on to illustrious journalism careers,
such as Jack Fuller, who earned a Pulitzer Prize for edito-
rial writing at the Chicago Tribune, and Steve Kroft, for
30 years a correspondent with “60 Minutes” before retir-
ing in 2019.

“It's probably the best job | ever had,” said John Olson,
a staff photographer whose work quickly led to a position
at the prestigious Life magazine.

A 19-year-old draftee longing to shoot photos for
Stars and Stripes when he arrived in Vietnam in 1967,
Olson commandeered a jeep and made an unauthor-
ized trip to the newspaper’s office in Saigon. The paper
pulled some strings and took him aboard after he
embellished the scope of a former mailroom job with
United Press International.

The first combat assault he covered was Operation Bill-
ings in June 1967, where he talked himself onto the second

wave of helicopters heading to the landing zone—air shak-
ing with artillery and a napalm inferno below.

Olson had brought his camera to a particularly
hellacious two-week operation that took the lives of
57 Americans.

“But | didn’t know any better,” he said.“l thought this
was just another day at work””

He would not see that kind of intensity again until the
Battle of Hue in February 1968, one of the longest and
bloodiest of the war. Marines waged an inch-by-inch as-
sault to take the well-fortified Citadel from dug-in North
Vietnamese troops.

“I went in there with, | think, 19 rolls of film, and |
stayed until | shot every exposure | had,” Olson said. "It
was violent. It was upfront. It was personal”

Getting that film published in a timely manner was
no small feat because unlike the wire services covering
the war, Stars and Stripes had no in-country darkroom.
Hodierne recalled how film had to be brought to Saigon
and then put on one of two Boeing 737 planes chartered
by Stars and Stripes that flew a Pacific circuit delivering
newspapers printed in Tokyo.

“So, if we shot pictures on the field on Monday—if
everything went just right—that film could be in Tokyo on
Tuesday and be in Wednesday’s paper,” Hodierne said.

A Marine helicopter lands on the
hill landing zone to bring supplies
and evacuate the wounded.

Ray Mahon/Stars and Stripes
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Marine Staff Sgt. Robert Thoms, also
known as “Cajun Bob,” leads his men
in the Battle of Hue during the North
Viethnamese Tet Offensive in 1968.
John Olson/Stars and Stripes

Gen. Douglas A. MacArthur, left, is greeted
by Brig. Gen. Charles Morhouse, the 5" Air
Force surgeon general, at Yokota Air Base,
Japan, July 12, 1961.

Sandy Colton/Stars and Stripes
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‘A Hellish
Nightmare’

The U.S. military’s role in world
events took a breather after the
Vietnam War but history rolled on
through civil unrest against authori-
tarian states in South Korea, Iran, the
Philippines and elsewhere, places
that presented new challenges to the
United States.

Few nations experienced the
scale of change that took place in the
Philippines when a popular revolt in
1986 unseated President Ferdinand
Marcos, a corrupt and authoritarian
ruler who held sway in the island na-
tion for 20 years.

Events following Marcos’ depar-
ture and the election of Corazon
Aquino had deep implications for the
U.S. military presence there, symbol-

ized primarily by
Subic Naval Base
and Clark Air Base.

Susan Kreifels
worked from Clark
as a Stars and
Stripes bureau
chief from 1987
to 1991—the first
woman to hold
such a position for the newspaper.
Afterward, she moved to Tokyo, where
she worked as Japan bureau chief for
another four years.

Aquino/AP Photo

“] always wanted to be a foreign
correspondent,” she said. “Stripes gave
me that opportunity.”

Before the Pinatubo eruption that
changed the course of U.S.-Philippine
relations, Kreifels covered a series
of attacks that claimed 10 American
lives. A group of communist insur-
gents, the New People’s Army, killed
several, including two airmen and a
retired Air Force officer outside Clark
in 1987 and an Army colonel in 1989.

For Kreifels, reporting on the series
of politically motivated attacks was
the most important story she covered
in her 10 years with the newspaper.

“My editors and I felt we had a re-
sponsibility to let our military readers
know the real dangers outside the

Air Base in June 1991
U.S. Air Force

bases,” she said, “and understand what
was going on in the country.”

A May 1990 article in the wake of
two more airmen shot dead inter-
viewed locals whose livelihoods
depended on the American presence.
Travel off Clark by members of its
community was restricted.

A tricycle driver said his income
was halved as a result. Another Filipi-

no expressed hatred of the Americans.

“We don't need the bases,” he said.

Mother Nature
soon obliged.
Mount Pinatubo,
which loomed over
Clark, erupted June
12,1991, after sim-
mering and shaking
since April. The
explosion instantly
disintegrated 900 feet of the summit
and blanketed the surrounding area
in ash and mud.

Kreifels

Kreifels wrote first-person
accounts of the ongoing erup-
tions and their aftermath. Under
a headline, “Scenes from a hellish
nightmare,” she reported June 17,
from Angeles City: “It is difficult to
describe the hellish nightmare that
40,000 troops, wives and children are
now living in the Philippines. Ash and
rocks are covering us, spewed from a
volcano in our backyards.”

The next day, still working her
beat, Kreifels wrote of sleeplessness
and the apocalyptic landscape in
which the survivors felt somehow
damned. She recalled meeting Air
Force Staff Sgt. James Nelson and two
other sergeants along a roadside in a
broken-down Jeep.

“They gave me a wet, crumpled
note to get their names to their com-
mander,’ she wrote. “Fatigue and fear
were on their faces as they tried to
reach the evacuation site”

The Pinatubo eruption brought
the curtain down on the U.S. presence
at Clark and Subic Bay, but Stars and
Stripes Pacific continues to cover the
intersection of Philippine and U.S.
military interests to this day.

‘Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell’

Military campaigns in the
Balkans and the Middle East domi-
nated war planners and Washington,
D.C., during the 1990s, and Stars and
Stripes covered the Persian Gulf War
and the conflict that engulfed the
former nation of Yugoslavia. But the
Pacific was no backwater in terms of
military journalism.

On Nov. 2, 1992, a short item on
page 6 of the Pacific edition identified
a sailor from the USS Belleau Wood
whom the Navy said was beaten to
death by two shipmates in a park
outside Sasebo Naval Base, Japan.

Rick Rogers, at the time an Army
sergeant and Stripes reporter in To-
kyo, was assigned to follow the story
by an editor who had received a letter
from others at Sasebo alleging the

sailor, Seaman Allen Richard Schindler,

was targeted because he was gay.

Being gay in the military is no
longer a crime, but at the time a tran-
sitional policy, “don't ask, don't tell,”
was in effect.

“It took a long time to get
that story out,” said Rogers,
now a financial adviser in
San Diego. Schindler
was killed in October
1992 but not until De-
cember did the Navy
admit his death may
have been linked to his
being homosexual, “which
turned out to be the case,”
Rogers said.

“l was an E-5 trying to hold
admirals’ feet to the fire, and com-
manders, to give up information.
Not the easiest thing in the world,”
he said.

Rogers, who went
on in civilian life to
cover the military
for newspapers
in Virginia and
California, said
he learned two
professional
lessons as a
Stars and Stripes
military staffer.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Andrew Headland Jr./Stars and Stripes

Katsuji Higa, 7 months, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Eishin Higa, is a strong Pacific
Stars and Stripes supporter. He holds
S&S balloons passed out during the
carnival fair on July 4, 1962.

Stars and Stripes

Volcanic ash from the eruption of Mount
Pinatubo weighs down the tail of a World

Airways DC-10 at Cubi Point Naval Air
June 17, 1991. U.S. Navy

Station

www.80.stripes.com

Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos
accepts more than $7 million worth of
military aircraft from the United States
during a ceremony at Basa Air Base on
June 27, 1966.

Juanito Pardico/Stars and Stripes

Volcanic ash covers Clark Air Base following the
eruption of Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines,
June 16, 1991. USGS
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Hal Drake

During his nearly four decades with Stars and
StrDuring his nearly four decades with Stars and
Stripes, Hal Drake covered
everything from high-level
summits and the release
of POWs from Vietnam to
Muhammad Ali and high
school sports.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

One, don't give up, “because then they win,” he said.
Two is do nothing untoward. Press the authorities, hold
them accountable, but do it the right way. “You have to
be 100% right on everything,” he said.

Stars and Stripes provides a perspective no other
medium can provide, Rogers said, adding it’s the
only source of news military service members, their
families and others connected to the services have on
some issues.

A native of Santa Monica,
Calif., Drake served 10
months in the Korean War
as an artilleryman, viewing
up close the carnage on
Heartbreak Ridge. He
applied for one of a handful
of reporting jobs at Stars and Stripes and joined the
Pacific staff in July 1956.

Until his retirement on Dec. 31, 1995, Drake
worked as a reporter, then later as senior writer
and columnist. He traveled four times to Vietnam
during the war, and later returned with freelance
photographer Jim Bryant in April 1985 for the 10th
anniversary of the end of the war.

“It's not the type of information they’re going to get
elsewhere," he said.

The military hierarchy benefits from Stars and
Stripes, though it often works to frustrate its coverage,
Rogers said. The newspaper shines light on problems
that can be resolved before they escalate into congres-
sional inquiries. The newspaper, he said, is a kind of
loyal opposition.

“l was never interested in tearing down the military.
| think the military is an outstanding institution, in gen-
eral," he said.“That doesn’t mean it's a perfect institution.

He was at Clark Air Base, Philippines, in February | saw my job as helping make things better”

1973 to greet returning POWs released from Vietnam.
Every president, “Ford through Clinton—TI think

I got them all when they came over here,” Drake Paratroopers from the 101st Airborne Division ¢ ion’

once said. He was equally comfortable quizzing rock provide security at a helicopter landing zone in Sprung Into Action

musicians such as Rod Stewart about their choice of Hesarak, Afghanistan. Other U.S. forces raided the In early September 2001, Stars and Stripes Pacific

song lyrics. village earlier in the week on July 16, 2002. reported on Defense Department plans to close military
“He managed to find the human element in Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes bases, a move that Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld

everything he wrote. And he was always a gentleman said was necessary to save money for other uses. Within

in the process,” said former Pacific Stripes news a day that view suddenly seemed outdated.

editor Ron Rhodes. u.s. ser+ice members are silhouetted agai
the desert sun in Saudi Arabia during Op
Desert Shield, the preface to the Gulf Wa
Rob Jagadzinski/Stars and Stripes

The Sept. 11, 2001, edition, published while terror-
ist attacks on the U.S. were still the better part of a day
away, led with a story about the trial of an Air Force staff
sergeant for alleged rape. U.S. military bases around
Tokyo braced for a typhoon and Marines pitched in to
help fight a fire on a small island off Okinawa’s coast.

Drake marched to his own drummer, his former
co-workers said.

“Hal’s desk—a pile of thousands of papers nearly
three feet tall—was the stuff of newspaper legend,” said
former colleague Adam Johnston, who was assigned to
Stripes from 1993-99 while in the Air Force.

Drake could often be seen wandering the newsroom
twirling and eyeing an elongated band of wire called
a whirligig.

“He was quirky, but always fun and always smart,”
said Gerry Galipault, who worked in the Tokyo office
from 1984-90. When working the whirligig, “you
could tell his mind was working a mile a minute,
thinking about what to write next, what to say. And he
always said it beautifully.”

After leaving Stripes, Drake and his wife, Kaz,
retired to the Gold Coast in Queensland, where they
helped run an international student exchange program.

Kathleen Guzda Struck, at the time Stars and Stripes
Pacific’s managing editor, was at home that evening in
Tokyo watching TV when a bulletin appeared on-screen.
A plane had struck the north tower of the World Trade
Center in New York.

After a lengthy battle with stomach cancer, Drake
died there in 2013 at age 83.

— Dave Ornauer/Stars and Stripes

Marines and soldiers at Camp Arifjan,
Kuwait, check out a camel brought on
to the base for entertainment. Camel
rides—and photographs—were a
popular attraction at the base.

Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes
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U s Stl'lkes A battalion of Georgian soldiers trains at

the Joint Multinational Readiness Center in
at Saddam Hohenfels, Germany, to be the nation’s third

Stars and Stripes journalist Hal Drake, left,
helps lead a Korean orphan, who was adopted
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battalion of combat troops to join the fight in
- Afghanistan on Feb. 25, 2011.
What's next Seth Robson/Stars and Stripes

for U g

by an American couple, down a stairway at
Tokyo International Airport in 1974.
Hideyuki Mihashi/Stars and Stripes
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“As | was sitting, watching it, the second plane went in,”
she said.

The newsroom in the Akasaka Press Center that night
was a beehive, Struck said. She arrived to find everyone at
the paper had returned to start working on the story.

“People had just sprung into action, trying to figure
out what'’s going on,” she said. “The active-duty journalists
were always amazing, incredibly well-trained. | loved work-
ing with them. Of course, the civilians were, too, but the
active-duty staff probably understood on a different scale
what was happening.”

From that day on, Pacific edition pages were filled with
reports connected to America’s response, military and
otherwise, to 9/11. The tone changed. Topics shifted from
downsizing military facilities and a slumping economy to
the movement of forces from the Pacific and questions of
security for service members and their families.

Stripes surveyed its readers and gauged their senti-
ments, as well. In October 2001, a headline indicated U.S.
military and civilians supported the U.S. strikes in Afghani-
stan in response to the 9/11 attacks.“America did ‘what we
had to do,” the headline said.

Meanwhile, Stars and Stripes journalists based in the
Pacific were dispatched along with their colleagues from

other bureaus to cover the invasion of Afghanistan and,
in 2003, the invasion of Iraq. Stars and Stripes had a head
start in some ways but was caught unprepared in others.

“Not all of our Stripes journalists were accustomed to
covering conflict and the [Department of Defense] was
kind of scrambling to figure out what their role was, so for
instance, that’s when embedding really started for all news
outlets not just military,” Struck said.

Journalists from the civilian world were finding their
way into the military environment that Stars and Stripes
journalists know well. Their organizations—broadcast net-
works and big-city daily newspapers—could afford to train
their employees for combat situations, including exposure
to live fire or possible kidnapping.

But Stripes journalists knew their way around military
bases and how to work with DOD personnel.

“One of the most amazing things about Stars and
Stripes to me was, even though we were independent
journalists, we all carried ID cards that would allow us onto
any military installation,” Struck said.“So, while we're walk-
ing through the gate trying to find Col. So-and-So or Lt.
Col. So-and-So or whomever, our commercial colleagues
were having to catch up.”

‘Lifted Out of the Sea’

The new millennium only started with 9/11; it con-
tinued to present fresh challenges to Stars and Stripes
Pacific. Natural disasters would figure prominently in the
newspaper’s coverage. Reporters and photographers were
dispatched to see firsthand how the U.S. military switched
from combat mode to disaster relief.

In December 2004, a magnitude 9.1 earthquake off the
island of Sumatra, Indonesia, gave rise to a devastating
tsunami, 30 feet high in some places where it came ashore.
The series of waves killed about 225,000 people, as many
as 200,000 in Indonesia alone.

Stars and Stripes Pacific reporters documented the
relief effort by U.S. military units stationed on the main
islands of Japan and on Okinawa. From Yokota Air Base
in western Tokyo, Air Force flight crews logged 2,500
hours and hauled 4 million pounds of humanitarian aid
to affected areas in four countries, Stripes’Vince Little
reported in 2005.

Another Stripes journalist, Juliana Gittler, reported from
Thailand on the work approximately 15,000 U.S. service
members undertook to provide relief as well as rebuild
some areas swept away by the tsunami.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

A U.S. Marine taking part in a chemical
decontamination exercise in the weeks before
the Gulf War gets some relief from the heat of his
protective gear and the Saudi Arabian desert.
Rob Jagodzinski/Stars and Stripes

Boys and girls in Afghanistan’s growing scouts program stand
in formation on Sept. 8, 2016, waiting to begin a series of
outdoor obstacle course activities as part of a camporee event,

the first since the Soviet invasion in 1979.
Chad Garland/Stars and Stripes

Afghan National Army soldiers drive a Soviet-era tank during an
exercise at their base in Kabul. The Afghan army has only one
tank battalion, made up entirely of tanks provided by the Soviet

Union to the old communist regime on July 2, 2014.
Josh Smith/Stars and Stripes
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Shelley Smith

Shelley Smith, now a correspondent for
ESPN’s SportsCenter, was hired by Stars and
Stripes in late winter 1982, arriving in Tokyo to
become the first full-time civilian woman staffer
on the previously all-male sports desk.

It was a time when
glue pots and blue
pencils were on their
way out, computers were
taking over the business
and cable news was in
its infancy.

It was also an era when
Stripes covered major
national and international
sports events in the
Pacific, not just what
happened on the bases. .

“It was the most glorious of times and I still
believe I did a service for our troops,” Smith
recently told the newspaper. “There was no CNN,
no USA Today ... How else were they to find out
if Duke beat North Carolina?”’

Smith was one of the first reporters to greet
Clemson’s football team for the 1982 Mirage
Bowl in Tokyo and question Tigers coach Danny
Ford about the NCAA probation just handed
his team. She also interviewed a young William
“Refrigerator” Perry, who played for Clemson
and went on to win a Super Bowl with the
Chicago Bears.

“We had so much fun; we were so young and
ready to take on the world,” Smith said of her
days at Stripes. “Our staff was so devoted. We
traveled near and far to bring great stories to
our readers.”

After her time with Stripes, Smith joined the
San Francisco Examiner and won a William
Randolph Hearst Award in 1986 for her series on
Title IX in the Bay Area.

In her early days with ESPN, which she
joined in 1993, she won a Sports Emmy for
her segment on Magic Johnson as part of an
ESPN production on AIDS and
athletes. She also worked for
The Associated Press.

Smith has also authored
two books, “Just Give Me
the Damned Ball!” written
with former NFL receiver
Keyshawn Johnson, and
“Games Girls Play: Lessons
to Guiding and Understanding
Young Female Athletes,” written
with sports psychologist Carolina
Silby and released in 2000.

Smith is a breast-cancer survivor,
and was named co-winner of the Sports
Ilustrated sports media Person of
the Year award, along with the late
Craig Sager, longtime NBA sideline
reporter for Turner -

Network Television. Ken George/Stars and Stripes

Smith also survived a
stroke, suffered in May 2017 in the Golden State
Warriors locker room after Game 1 of the NBA
Western Conference finals, and updated her
progress on her Twitter account.

— Dave Ornauer/
Stars and Stripes

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

“They carried food, drinking water and medical aid to
remote locations, removed debris and helped to identify
remains of people lost in the disaster,” she wrote a month
after the quake.

Six years later, reporters and photographers responded
to another disaster, this time closer to their home away
from home.

On March 11,2011, a magnitude 9.0 temblor, the Great
East Japan Earthquake, followed by a tsunami that came
ashore 90 feet high in some places, crushed the Pacific coast
of northeastern Japan.

The tsunami inundated an area up to six miles inland in
places and when its waters swept back to sea it took 5 mil-
lion tons of material and debris with it. Ultimately, as many as
20,000 people were declared dead or missing because of the
combined disaster.

Complicating matters, the tsunami knocked out genera-
tors at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, causing
cooling systems to fail and precipitating a partial meltdown
of the fuel core. Hydrogen gas in the outer containment
buildings exploded, releasing radiation into the atmosphere.
Seawater leaking from the plant became contaminated.

In response, the U.S. military launched a relief and recon-
struction effort dubbed Operation Tomodachi that lasted
six weeks and involved 24,500 service members at its most
intense. Tomodachi is the Japanese word for friend.

Stars and Stripes rotated reporters and photographers
in and out of the affected area during the operation. They
documented not only the relief effort, but also the stories
of survival told by dozens of Japanese citizens living in
temporary shelters.

Veteran reporter Seth Robson had only recently arrived in
Tokyo from his previous post in Germany when he saddled
up with Nathan Bailey, a photographer and military staffer,
and Elena Sugiyama, an English-speaking Japanese librarian
who pitched in as a translator.

“I've been to half a dozen major disasters for Stripes and
this was the biggest in terms of damage,” Robson said. “My
J= first impression, it was amazing to see mas-
u 7 sive ships, including a container ship, lifted
out of the sea, to see probably hundreds of
cars just wrecked by the flood, even fishing
boats and commercial boats in the street”

The reporting team set up shop in the
city of Sendai, hard hit by the tsunami.

Robson “We were living on MREs,” Robson said.

“There was a major aftershock, a really heavy quake, it actu-
ally killed people. | remember thinking | might run outside
the house, but | remember thinking the other people might
think | abandoned them.”

Sugiyama logged about a month on reporting trips,
going back and forth to the disaster zone.

“What we saw when we first got there was devastating,”
she said. “It was nothing that | even imagined.”

rines and soldier drivers

bring aid to a'shelter in Watari, Japan,
March 25, 2011. ItémSiincluded
necessities like soap, toilet paper and
toothbrushes and toys for the kids.
Nathan A. Bailey/Stars and Stripes

Japan Air Self-Defense Force personnel at Chitose
Air Base help load pallets of food and supplies onto
a U.S. Air Force C-130H from Yokota Air Base during
Operation Tomodachi.

Grant Okubo/Stars and Stripes ,.f}

Marines from Okinawa and Camp Fuji play rock, paper, scissors
with children at an elementary school shelter in Ishinomaki,

Japan, April 4, 2011. They delivered aid and helped clean up the
school grounds after a devastating 9.0-magnitude earthquake and
tsunami. Nathan A. Bailey/Stars and Stripes
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Robson, Sugiyama and Bailey met a family doing its
best to clean up its business, a small bar. What struck
Sugiyama was how positive they were. Their attitude
amid so much destruction touched an emotional chord.

“They were just doing what they had to do," she said.
“The more | think about it, | kind of choke up. That'’s
when | realized what | was getting into. | just can’t get
emotional in front of these people, that's not what they
want to see”
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The hardest part of her experience
was approaching a woman looking
for her missing sister in a temporary
morgue in a gymnasium.

“| really didn’t want to do it," she
said, “but | knew that was my job, to do
that. | forced myself to do that.”

Sugiyama

The woman didn’t find her sister,
but Sugiyama gave her information on other sites where
bodies were collected. The woman was grateful for that
information, which gave Sugiyama some comfort know- Miltary members stationed at Yokota Air Base play
ing she'd helped in some way. Magic the Gathering while wearing masks at the
“It was a horrible thing that happened, but it was bases’s USO, Jan. 14, 2022. Kelly Agee/Stars and Stripes

a great experience for me to be able to work with the
journalists,” she said. “It gave me a better understanding
of what Stars and Stripes is all about.”
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The newspaper faced an existential crisis in 2020, plant firee i ;,l;ascen?al
when budget cuts and a proposal to eliminate funding BB T new fhx?gat
cast doubt on its future.

SOMA, Japa -
Ry —
el of radiion ot oot

BY Crtnris ey

Stars and Stripes

Public outcry, bipartisan support from lawmakers
and the dedication of its staff ensured its survival. The ! ‘:
episode highlighted the enduring importance of inde- '
pendent military journalism and Stars and Stripes' vital i
role in informing service members around the world.
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Meanwhile, a once-in-a-century pandemic crept
across the world, complicating the U.S. military presence
in the Indo-Pacific.

>
|
|
Stars and Stripes reporters rose to the challenge, ' S
documenting the military response and tense relations -
with host countries as COVID-19 claimed hundreds of ) | T R 272020
lives and forced millions into seclusion. - ; |

f
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Reporters brought readers an exclusive interview
with a 23-year-old soldier at Camp Carroll, South A sign posted at the commissary on
Korea—the first U.S. service member infected with Yokota Air Base in Tokyo reminds shopper
COVID-19 in February 2020. of the mandatory mask policy, Jan. 14,
2022. Kelly Agee/Stars and Stripes
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~ = US soldier
@ is infected
. with virus

By Kit GAMEL AND Yoo Kyong Cuaxc,
Stars and Strpes
SEOUL, South Korea — An American sol-
dier tested positive for the new coronavirus,
the milary said Wednesday as i tightened
restrictions aimed at keeping th nia-
like llnessoftbase.

‘The 23-year-old soldier, stationed at C;
Carroll, s the first US. service member

The following month, they covered the first active-
duty service member to die of the disease—a 41-year-
old chief petty officer aboard the USS Theodore Roo-
sevelt. The outbreak on the aircraft carrier, which was
diverted to Guam, led to the removal of its skipper and 3 ? i S
the resignation of the Navy secretary. ' 5 P B

this week in the nearby city of Daegu,
isat the epicenter of the recent outbreak.
SEE VIRUS ON PAGE 8

As the pandemic subsided, Stars and Stripes Ly -7 : - ! - e A —
reflected on lessons learned, exploring changes in i 1 - < . TR : Frdy September 1202
relationships with America’s allies, adversaries and host gl : - St o Ag;mw‘“
countries, as well as the pandemic’s effects on the U.S. MILIT

MiRRARY L
economy and military readiness. Lawmakers urge Esper to restore Strlpes flllldlllg

Stars and Stripes funding.

‘House lawmakers already have
approved two bills that would
provide funding for Stars and
Stripes in fiscal year 2021 The
bills now must be reconciled with
the Senate.

House-passed versions of the
fiscal year 2021 National De-
fense Authorization Act and the
Department of Defense Appro-
priations Act each include $15.5
million for Stars and Stripes. The
NDAA sets annual Pentagon pol-
icy and authorizes spending pri-
orities, while the appropriations
bill funds the department.

The Senate-passed version of
the NDAA did not authorize fund-

ing for the news organization. The
Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee has yet to consider its version
of the annual appropriations bill
and it has not scheduled hearings
to draft that legislation.

“The experience of military
service brings unique concerns
that oftentimes only the journal-
ists with Stars and Stripes have
the understanding and direct

By Wyart OLsoN 3
Stars and Stripes

A group of House lawmakers
expressed “strong opposition” to
a planned funding cut for Stars
and Stripes in a Wednesday let
ter to Defense Secretary Mark
Esper.

“Beyond serving as a reminder  |{
of home, the journalists at Stars
and Stripes provide over 1 mil-
Tion daily readers with unfiltered
news and perspective free of in-
stitutional bias,” said Wednes-
day's letter, signed by 10 US.
representatives, all of whom are
Democrats, including Rep. Jason
Crow, D-Colo, a former US,
Army Ranger; Rep. Ruben Gal-
lego, D-Ariz., who served as an
infantry Marine; and Rep. Adam
Schiff, D-Calif.

Pentagon officials, in a memo
sent to Stars and Stripes’ leaders
Tast month, ordered the news or-
ganization to stop publishing “in
all forms” by Sept. 30, the end of
fiscal year 2020. They were also

told to submit a plan by Sept. 15 Avrum Iswawa/Stars and Stripes

for closing the organization by . B N X access re'qulrcd 0 addn:a_;s;g

L . ", Sailors and dependents from Naval Air B oy ‘f‘"j“mj":y":"s“‘::“;““"‘”“'“""*’““” e thoi e i

e ' " Facility Atsugi donated thousands of T e o moon their work would meet ‘S Tt s

Spc. Angel Ruszkiewicz, 21, a combat camera pounds of goods to be delivered to those e I—— S o fontod.? and T e
specialist from Milwaukee, Wis., reads a Stars hit hardest by the massive earthquake and | el t Vo o e P T e e
and Stripes at the passenger terminal on a tsunami that devasted northeastern Japan | Foimiimisi: o iyl i ot e o of Armed Ot s the e e

f i i , sion and that the President’s fis- _ s André D. Carson, D-Ind.; Elaine
coalition base in Erbil, Iraq, on Monday, Dec. on March 11, 2011 o o sivertons a0 Pl o sl 25 bt ittt Eo DT, e L, D Sl Midon,
, .
23, 2019, before a flight to Syria.
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O eiday, President Donald  secretary last month, asking that - funding SYOTIEETTE oy tempts to undermine their mis.  Mass, & Mafine Corps veter:

Donald  S557=7 ipes c re- Panetta, D-Calif., a Navy
. . . Trump tweeted that funding for Stars and Stripes continue 10 Y6 BT B dyrther mis- sion or censor their work would - JURW PUCER Tl pvid
Erik Slavin/Stars and Stl"lpeS the news organization would tol - €C.30 0l ased tht the Presi-  understanding, we want 0 make meet staunchs Congressonal 00 A (LS Bva; and
be cut “under my W: itted to fully it clear that we stand with the p ar S Lori Trahan, D-Mass.
- later, Senate Majority Leader dent has since commit dedicated journalists at Stars and ~ defeated. Lovt Trahamh, T
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Do you spend time driving to stores like Home Depot, Apple, Petco, and Banana
Republic? Instead, shop all these brands and more under one roof at the Navy
Exchange. Here, we work together with the most iconic brands to give military
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