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Write a messageé to your
raduate in this space.
You can write up toa

maximum of 20 words.

sender’'s name

Congratulate
a 2025 grad!

Our annual Grad Tab highlighting
Pacific DODEA high schools and their
graduating classes will appear in the
May 26 edition of Stripes Guam.

For just $19, customize your own
message that will appear in this
keepsake edition.

What you need:

» A photo of the graduate

o Graduate’s first name

 Yourname, as you want it to appearin
print (e.g. “Suzy & Steve” or “Mom & Dad”)

« A congratulatory message of no
more than 20 words

» The graduate’s high school

Send info by May 13,5 p.m. to
PacificGrad@stripes.com

and a Stripes representative will
follow-up with you right away.
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l get to travel '

Drawing and story by John W., 2nd Grade,
McCool Elementary Middle School

, ' ave you ever thought about being a military

GUAMZS BESTADIVEISHOP.
{671)472-6321

child? It has down sides and up sides. Let me
tell you all about them. | will start with the up
sides. A good thing about. being a military child is you

GUAM.COM

SUBMIT STORIES TO: GUAM@STRIPES.COM e GUAM.STRIPES.COM e nFACEBOOK.COM/STRIPESPACIFIC

By Eliana Engeberg, 6th Grade,
McCool Elementary Middle School

ing the beautiful maple trees that sat
flowing in the light breeze. For some
back story | was 10 years old, current-
ly living in Virginia. My dad was in the
Navy and we were 2 weeks before leav-
ing our perfect home. | loved it there we

, was sitting on my front lawn admir-

Read more military children stories on Pages 2 - 15

FREE

Why do we have to go?

had everything: we had a zip line, a rope
swing, and a never ending forest that led
to our “secret base” all in our backyard! |
didn’t want to leave. But we had to, | was
OK with moving a little far away, but
what | didn't know was that later that
night my parents were going to inform
me we were moving to Guam.

SEE WHY ON PAGE 6
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get to meet new fr(ends, liveina safe home, and ina
safe community. | learn about new cultures. | get to
travel and get to try new food and a lot more. That
is all for the up sides, but all down sides are sad. For
example, a family member has to go away, or you
move and you miss your friends. But never be scared
because no matter where you go, you will meet new
friends. | hope you had a super good day learning
with me today about being a military child.

ANIGUA - BARRIGADA - DEDEDD - MANGILAD
TAMUNING - YIGO + MICRONESIA MALL - GPO
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— Celebrating Month of the Military Child —

McCool Elementary Middle School

2nd Grade / Mrs. Orozco

By Carlay R.

| am & military child because my dad works in the Navy. |
like being a military child because | go to different

Being a military child is fun® Let me tell you why

First, 1 move to a lot of places lke Mew York, Japan,
and Guam., Second, I meet new friends and go to new
schoois.

Thare are Dwd sad Flaﬂ‘i ol IJEIn‘lg a -'I'-Illl'al".' chifd. First,
is when [ move to & different place, I miss my friends

Hy Miiton 1.
Have you ever bean a military child? Taking trips? WELL, J
AR Buf there are some ups and downs. First lat me falk
about the ups. One. | get to fry new food. For example, |
tried coconut milk and it's okay. Two, | learm new

|'|I:||_‘;|j':: 1 was born in Flogid a, bul now 1| bve i Guam

Before | Guam. | ve in Virginia. | go to McCool and |
fearn & lot of stuff. | aleo have many friends like Aaliyah,

Mia, and Milton. All in all baing a military child is fun

Yuko Okazaki Kayoko Shimoda

and teachers, 1 mll]ht even miss my house. The other
Yurika Usui

sad part 15 when my dad goes on deployment. [1'S hard
but that is part of being a milltary chikd.

languages ke Hafa Adal in Chamormo. Three, | get o
exphore new places fike Guam and Rota, Now el me talk
about the downs. One, It iz herd 1o say goodbye fo friends
and family members. Well, now you know why bang a
military child is $o amazing!
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By Imani €.

Hil kty name |3 Imant. | am a millvary kid
Being a milhary kid has ups and downs. One dawn is
your moan ar dad has 1o go on deployment, which is
when they are gone for a few months. Another down is
Yol move away & lot
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A few ups to being & military kid is you visit new places,
try new foods, and celebrate differant holidays! Anather
up s yau get to mest lots of new people!

MNow you know why | ke and don’t llke baing a milltary
kid. Would you like ta ba a military kid?
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Stay Close, No Matter
the Distance.

Unlimited Data at a special price for
Active-Duty Service Members.

Unlimited Postpaid Talk | Text | Data

Unlimited Premier

Unlimited talk, text, & data
Unlimited long distance voice
and SMS to the U.S.

Unlimited mobile hotspot
Includes 5GB data roaming in
Japan, Korea, Philippines & U.S.
Lightning-fast 5G

Multi-line discounts

dTV+ Lite

@ UNLIMITED

Only

$64‘/ mot:

Regular price $80/mo.

Savings of $192/yr!

Plus, priority
access to the latest
handset devices!

671-688-CARE | docomopacific.com

*All offers are available for active-duty service members residing in serviceable locations. 12-month contract is
required for Unlimited FLOW Premier plans. DOCOMO PACIFIC reserves the right to change promotional details and
duration at any time. Additional installation fees and conditions may.apply. While supplies last.

docomo pacific
Betfer Together




APRIL 14 — APRIL 27,2025

A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION STRIPES GUAM 3

Get an iPhonel

FREE
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GCet a FREE iIPhone 15 Pro Series when you
sign up for a new Live Unlimited plan.
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Available to new and existing customers who sign up for a new line with Live Unlimited on our
36-month installment plan. A $400 account credit is available if customers choose the latest
flagship model and sign up for a new line on HPO 30 or 36 with our Live Unlimited plan. Offer
good while supplies last. A service recovery fee of $20 per incomplete month may apply for
early termination. Promotion rate and benefits are made void by early termination unless
customer is military personnel with orders for PCS. Other terms and conditions apply.
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— Celebrating Month of the Military Child —

McCool Elementary

Middle School

By Luna .

Do you like being a miltary child? | love baing & military
child! Ome good thing is | enjoy moving to different
pleces and making new friends. | also love my lescher,
Her name I3 Mrs. Orozeo. One down side ks | misa my
dad when he goes on deployment. | am &0 sad. | aleo
miiss my friends i Koy West, | hope you ke being a
militery child because | do. Now you know why | love
Being a military child.

By Gonzalo C.

I rzally kv being a milikary child] 1 think it ks the best
in the world. Here aré my reasons,

Firse, 1 love it bacause | want 1o be o sailer like my dad
whon | grow up. Next It Is so much fun bacause [ have
more maney. Also, | can go to different places ke
Guam and try new food. Last, 1 can go to 8 nica school
Ik McCool and make my mom prowd of me

A5 you can e, I'moprossd Beeing & military chilid

By Mia M.

Have you ever wondered what being & militery child is
like? If 20, | can tell you all abouwt itl

- Hl}-||1|"| a I'|1!|||.|'||"p child 5 awesorme Becauas | I,'r["l T Bl
3| 10 lots of places like Japan or Texas or even Guem! | like
belng a military child because | gat to meet naw friands,
oo to new schools, and meet even new teachers. The
bad parl, howewver, is when you have o sy goodiye Lo

" your friends and family and to your pet fishes that you
have knawn for threa years

Now you know whial belmg o military child is Be and why
| think it I3 awesomel I's the best life everl

By Marchall R

There ane some things | do not Bke and like abaut being
o military child. | do not like being away from my other
family members like my dad and my dogs. Another bad
thing, my favorite foods are nat here. Far example, |
mias eating Dundin Donuts, but |oan't Gind them bee
There are Iwo things | like about being & mifitary child. 1
llke that | have new friends like Henry, Axel, and
Matthew. | alen like the school and the teachers at
MeCool and the base houses are niee, Now you Krutma
how | feel about being a military child,

By Henry W,
I lowe being a military child! Il fesls good to be a military
child because | feel safer on base than off base. | like
| being a military child because | heve nicer friends and
nicer school. | get to da fun activities at schaol. | also
likex groing to different places ke Texss, Konea, and
Japan far vacation. Mow you know why | love being a
miitary child. it's a lot of fun!

I
ey
- |

By Aalhyah R
There are some ups and downs being & military child
One good thing about being a military child iz whan my
parants get pald, they buy me stuff | need. Another good
thing is when my dad comes home from deployment!
My dad works o hord 1o give mee stuff, The hard parnt
ebout being & military child Is that when my ded leaves
for deplayment. | miss him scooo badly! You want
e ? Well, | do have another reason. | hate it when my
dad goes on duly because he's gone maore than wsual
Mow you know the bad and the good in the life of 2
military child.

By Laura

Are you a militery child? Well, | am. and | love itl But
there are some ups and downe. Here ara some of the
B downs, | have to leave my Triends behind when | move
| 50| don't get o see them, My dad leaves almost every
day and when he does, | don't gat to sea him, Naw that
I dane with my dasme N el you the ups, One of the

ups i Ul | get 1o meet new Triends and call themm, of
course. | also get to ge to fun schools and meet great
[ i. .‘L..- | - teachers. And the best thing ks that | gat to live on base.
'E'& u_.._—..q A you can see, belng o miltary child is o fantastio el
P e B2

BUBBLE TEA™

MONTH

Sip, Share, Celebrate!

By Chases H
| lowve besng & military child becauss iU's such a good
thing Lo be, | ean lve al new places like Guam and try
new foods. | can aleo go 1o 8 new school like McCool
and meat new friends. Becausa | love baing a military
child o mich, | wish | can be one when | grow up, | love
being a military chikd!

By Landon C.

I liker being a military child becouse 1 like to go places,
I've bean to Arizena and Hawall, I've lived in South
Carnling and now i Guam, T also [Boe to try nes food
like tacos and lce cream and meet new friends. All in
all, being o military chid is lots of fun, and ks
awesome!

/

Check out more military children stories at:
militarychild.stripes.com
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By Finn M.

you 8 military child? 'm a military child, and | love it!
2 conild ask me everything about being a military

|, Farst, P'ma |'|||||||3r'|l child becduse my parénts and in
he military, It's their job, | get to go on travels. For
npde, | was born in Chicego, and now | five in Guam, |
3 get to try new food like ramen and coconut candy,
knows, stuff ke that. If you don't like being a Military
o, it makes your parents sad. Remsemiber, the tme is
ays righl 1o do whal is righl. As you can see, being o

miilitary child s an amazing life!

By lames 0

Being a military child is good, but there areé soeme ups
and downs. The upside |5 you get to 9o to more places.
For example, [ visited Japan, Korea, Saipan, Atlanta,
and Guam. | also hawve lived in Flnrlda, Arircna, and
Guam. Another upside is | maet new friends and go to
new schools,

On the down Shde, 1 have o PCS & lol, which means
move b cartain places. My dad goas on daploymant,
which makes me sad. But all In all, T love being a
military child.

By Axal D.
Yes, | am a military child because my dad and my mom
arg in tha United States Army. Tha Army [§ ool
because they save people's lives. [ like being a military
child because [ get to go to different states. T also go
on basa to shop at the NEX. I siso go to school at
McCool, [ want to be In the millkary when 1 grow up, 1
want to be like my dad and my moem in the Army. As
woul can s, bedng a millitary child |s lots of fun and
amazing!

Mt
i
ki

I A
]

By Maddisan

Thiz iz whal il's like being 8 military child. The fun part
sometimes you need 1o travel, but the sad part |s you
heve to say goodbye to friends and teachers. But when
you get 1o new place, you'll meet new friends and
teachers, and that's what it's like being a military child

Oy Clavan M,
I like being & milltary child because | ke to see nw
frignds. | also Hke trying nimw foods and living bn e new
houses when | move,

One thing | don't like about being a military child m that |
can'l see my old frends. And | miss the old houses and
the foods that | like to eat

Alllinall, | think being & military is 8 very good life,

By Bealrice A.

Do you like baing a milikary child? I dol It's an amazing
life

First, T lidoe being a military child because 1 get to travel
to places like Japan and try some new food ke sushi.
Sushi |s so delicious. 1 alsp love the view in Japan, Now
I Ived in Guam. Second, I ke to make new friends.
‘Whan 1 moved to Guam, Rel and Gonralo became my
bi=uk Iriengs

Mow you Kknow why being a milltary child s a wonderful
lifel

Check out more military children stories at: militarychild.stripes.com
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— Celebrating Month of the Military Child —

McCool Elementary Middle School

WHY: Now happy in Guam

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Why are we moving, like A BILLION miles away!!!"
| yelled. " Ya why are we leaving here!!!l"” my little sis-
ter added, she was only 7 or 8 at the time, so she didn’t k
now why we were leaving. And this probably didn't make
any sense for her. My older sister however stayed quiet.
“OK, OK" My mom started to reassure us, "It is only 8,034
miles girls”” My mom said calmly showing us here phone
for proof. We all slumped upstairs to continue our pack-
ing, | could tell my mom was stressed about this and we
didn't help.

By the time my dad had gotten home we all were back
to our normal. Us three girls were outside soaking up all
the fun we could, before we left. | went to bed that night
thinking about what could happen. | woke up and the next
week was much like the one before: playing outside, oc-
casional fighting, and overall trying to soak up our home.
The last day before we left our parents took us to a theme
park, my mom had put our house on the market that day.
Almost immediately we got a notification that someone
was interested in buying. We set a date and enjoyed these
last few hours.

When it was time to meet the man he ended up buy-
ing and got all of our stuff and hopped in a van (that pro-
cess obviously took about 3 days), Once we got to the air
port and started the process of boarding my little sister
was right by my side and | did my best to answer all the
questions she had. My older sister however was still si-
lent, which | thought was odd. | studied her face, it looked
slightly red and puffy. Almost like she was crying...

So we embarked on our journey running from one
flight to the next. But after a 23 long hour flight we made
it to our destination. It was hot and humid, | hated it al-
ready. We were forced to wait in small unit areas for the
men to know my father was here. Once we finally got to
leave we got in my dads friend's van. He drove us to the
commissary where | threw up, and my dad popped in to
get some essentials.

We got to our temporary home and settled in. | had
to share a room with my younger sister (which | was OK
with), And my older sister called dibs on the couch. We all
were jet lag from the plane so we pretty much just slept
the rest of the day until we all got hungry and had dinner.
The next week or so was pretty smooth, just finding out
the neighborhood and making new friends.

My mom then took us school shopping and
we had to go to school
in 2 days. We started
school that Wednesday,
and | cried a lot When |
got home | started cry-
ing that | wanted to be
home schooled, because
“real school” was too
stressful.

| got used to it
though. The usual rou-
tine, and now | have
been happy in Guam
for almost 2 years and met some
great people in my time.

- Eliana Engeberg

Why do we have to wear purple for the
month of the military child?

During the Month of the Military Child in April,
people are encouraged to wear purple as a visible
way to show support and thank military children for
their strength and sacrifices, as purple symbolizes all
branches of the military.

What is the month of the military about?

Month of the Military Child" to honor and recognize
the unique sacrifices and resilience of military children,
who face frequent moves, deployments, and other chal-
lenges due to their parents’ service. May is National
Military Appreciation Month, a time to honor and rec-
ognize the contributions and sacrifices of the men and
women who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces, past
and present. The month is a time to show appreciation
for military service members, recognize their victories
and sacrifices, and reflect on military families and indi-
viduals who serve the public in government.

Why do military children and families
have to move?

Military families move frequently (every 2-4
years) due to the nature of military service, which of-
ten requires service members to be reassigned to new
duty stations, a process known as a Permanent Change.

- Ava Clark
Check out more military children stories at: militarychild.stripes.com
J

We’ve Got Your Bases Covered
We’'re here to help the military community and their families
make the most of their money. Our members could earn
and save $461* per year by banking with us.
Visit navyfederal.org to join.

N AVY @ aierE CORPS

NAVY

insured by NCUA. FEDERAL | :-7oxc:
*Dollar value shown represents the results of the 2023 Navy Federal Member Giveback Study. The Member Giveback Study takes into Cred it Union 32::;;3NUSARD

consideration internal market analyses comparing Navy Federal products with industry national averages, as well as member

iscounts, incentives, and other savings. Image used for representational purposes only; does not imply government endorsement.
> 2024 Navy Federal NFCU 14233-E (4-24)
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— Celebrating Month of the Military Child —

McCool Elementary
Middle School

The Important Job

Eula had a hard job. From the day she was born she
was destined to help people. That was because she
was a service dog.

When Eula turned 7 years old (1 year old in human
years. She thought so at least.), she began training.
But she wasn't as great at it as the rest of her litter.
She trained and trained. She trained, until the rest of
her litter were ready to go on missions with the mili-
tary. Whatever that meant.

After Eula failed the test, the big human people
thought that it may not be a good fit for her to be a
military working dog. So instead of continuing her
current training, she started to train to be a service
dog. The big human people said that it would be good
for her. She was curious and had the ambition to help
people. She went through the test and....passed. Eula
was overjoyed.

Eula waited awhile, until finally she got assigned
to be with an eight year old boy. This boy had many
bad allergies. Eula wasn't sure what that meant, but
her job was to sniff any food he wanted to eat. There
were a few things she needed to sniff out. Dairy, ca-
shews, blueberries, peanuts, peanut butter....- Wait.
Just thinking about that made Eula hungry.

However, that meant more training. Eula was re-
ally starting to hate that word. But after finally being
finished ( And lots of peanut butter treats.) She was

Check out more military children stories at:
militarychild.stripes.com

61 ays I 5 nghts

ready for her first real job.

The job was great..for the first month. Well Eula
wasn't totally sure but the boy didn’t seem to like
Eula much. He would say things like, " Back up, | don’t
want to play." Eula had been a bit....rough,but she just
wanted to play. Nonetheless, she ended up going back
to training. OK, yeah Eula hated that word now.

Until she met them. Eula’s next job was to work
with a military veteran. Though Eula didn’t know what
the word,"veteran” meant, she did know that it meant
that they had worked hard in their life. Kind of like
Eula. The trainer had said,

“Eula, this is a very important job. But | trust you.”

What was different about this time was Eula didn’t
have to train. She apparently already knew what to
do. Eula simply had to make sure that she stayed by
her owner's side. At least that was what Eula remem-
bered.

During this job there were good days. Her own-
er would play with her, and give her peanut butter
treats. Sometimes saying,

“Who's a good girl? Come here, you wanna treat?”

But then there were bad days. Sometimes her own-
er would cry. Then all Eula could do was stand by her
owner. Eula tried not to focus on that too much. Eula
wasn't sure why she would cry. A lot of human things
confused Eula though.

Luckily there were mostly good days. For once Eula
felt like she had finally done something. She wasn't
sure what the rest of her litter might be doing right
now. But Eula felt good that she had accomplished
something.

- Masie Wisniewski

N l' - . i
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Room Package

Stay at Dragon Hill Lodge to be right in the center of Seoul's attractions,
and also enjoy onsite access to services and faC|I|t|es servmg our U.S military and DoD communities.

@ USAG YONGSAN

@ DSN: #315-738-2222
or #02-790-0016 ext.1

8 reservations@dragonhilllodge.com

) www.dragonhilllodge.com

The PCS Adventue

One early morning around 3:00 am | hear mom walk into my room
to wake me up to go to the airport.With me loving to sleep | did not
want to wake up to leave. My mom yanked me out of bed and did the
same to my brother. My little brother was already in the car sleeping
soundly. My dad carried the luggage down the stairs with the sound of
dropping something heavy on the carpet. As my family says our final
goodbyes to our very close friends and family | start to get teary eyes
as for the same for my older brother.

Then going down the neighborhood where | had made so many
memories with my family and friends gets me bawling my eyes out
silently in the back seat of the car. As we dive more | see all the places
| have been too and all memories rush into my brian thinking of ev-
erything | have done here. But | know that | would make many new
friends in guam. As we are almost at the airport | did a lot of research
on the island of guam.

Then we had to get all of our stuff out of the car when we were
dropped off at the airport to go to our new home.

After we are out of security and walking to our gate, Me and my
brother are half asleep. When we are at our gate and sit down | hear
my mom talking to my dad about what we were going to eat. So |
chimed it and said “| am hungry."

"yes Emma | know” said my mom.

| was hoping to get some pancakes to eat before the flight. As [
boarded the plane | was focused on drawing and not paying attention
to anything to get my mind off of the fact that we are leaving my fa-
vorite home that | have been too.

| do not remember much of the plane but | know that | had woken
up to some turbulence. It was a long flight but the last thing that |
remember was that we got to Guam and we had to go through cus-
toms and then to our hotel for the next couple of days. That morning |
stepped outside for the first time and | said “ this place is hot” My dad
just nodded his head up and down , as if saying yes it is. | just went
back inside and went to eat some food because | was hungry.

Overall this Is the story of how [ got to Guam and what | remember.
So far [ am still living on Guam and | am now a six grader writing about
this for an assignment. | find this story to be one of my favorites that |
have written this year. The Island of Guam is super beautiful and | have
met my best friend for life here and | will treasure this island forever
even when | move home back to the states. | have made so many mem-
ories here on Guam and | am still not done with making them.

- Emma McGilton

Through My Eyes

| was brought on a boat with my partner and we both knew what
we were getting ourselves into. We had trained for months for this and
| was ready, my job was to find people that were injured on the battle-
field, or to find explosives. After a grueling time stuck with other dogs
we finally made it to shore, it was nice to be able to touch the ground
again. The humans were setting up camp while us dogs were scouting
the area with our partners. All was going well until | smelt an explo-
sive, that was a bad sign. | had alerted my partener, as he alerated
“Guys, we found one!”.

As people came to defuse the explosive we continued our way, it
was boring most of the time searching the area. When we got back
to the camp it was already night, since we hadn'’t eaten we got to eat
while they made their beds that they were gonna be sleeping on. While
that was happening us dogs had already finished eating and were just
laying down trying to sleep. In total that day | found only two bombs
out of the five that were found, that was an achievement to me or that
is what [ think. When we were trying to go to bed a new dog tried to
take someone’s sleeping spot and that started a fight.

The rest of us just went back to bed when the young one straight up
attacked an older one and it was not good. Since the older dog did have
more experience it was able to take down the younger one. Though the
younger one was bitten pretty bad though nothing serious that would
cause him to get put down nor have to leave. When a handler came
out, some dogs were fighting. He took the younger one to the medics
since they could just banaged him up. Then we finally went to bed to
start looking for traps or bombs.

We went on a path that our handlers told us to go, it was muddy to
say the least. When we came across a bomb we were to put a marker
right next to it, that was what the sergeant told the handlers. We were
with some Marines to make sure that in an ambush we would live, |
was fine with that, "All dog handlers a Private has gone missing report
back to camp." it was radioed through to everyone. Private James was
a skinny boy that didn't really make it past the training though he did.
Since | was a dog usually used for tracking or finding | was sent out
with some other dogs and Privates. My partner Lieutenant Pike was
familiar with what Private James looked like.

After a while we had found him sleeping in the woods, and with all
the people shouting his name he was still sleeping. Pike told me to bite
him gently though strong enough that he would wake up. When Pri-
vate James woke up he was in for a surprise since Pike had radioed
where he was, which meant a sergeant was there. "Private Pike you
can go now.; as we left the Private was given a task that | couldn’t re-
ally hear them since we were far by then though the next day he was
doing tasks.

- Natali Newman
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A Day In The Life of a Rescue Dog: The Snow Day

The snow and ice whistles outside the window, supplying it with a superb frost. The
fire glowed warmly, spreading a dim yet orange light around the cabin. My owner sat in
a broad chair, far too big for myself. However, this home was perfect, no matter if some
of it was quite big. | listened to the crackle of the fire, glad | do not have to face the cold
temperatures, or my terrible rescue trainer. | was considering what | would do on the
wonderful snow day, when my owner’s weird antenna box started making sounds. | bark
angrily. | did not like some of my owners’ weird and crude devices, | did not understand
the weird sounds they made.

My owner jumped out of his chair, and talked to the box. Something was wrong and |
knew it this time. He grabbed my red backpack with a cross on it and strapped it to my
back. | was confused about how to feel, to resent this waste of a lazy day or to be ready
for a full blown adventure. My owner opened the door and a chill went down my spine, it
was freezing outside, the wind howled at me. | was tempted to howl back, but my owner
was still putting on my harness. After it was completed, my owner donned his jacket and
stepped out the door with me. It was hard to smell over the soil, but | smelled cigars and
a moldy coat. Suddenly, | knew my mission. | had to rescue my horrible trainer.

I've never liked my trainer. He smelled like smoke and spoke in a harsh tone, demand-
ing attention and never letting slack. Some other dogs received praise and treats, but
all | received was punishment, even when | did my best, so you would understand that |
was not especially inclined to rescue him. | stood still until my owner's voice awoke my
thoughts. His words, whatever they meant, sounded urgent so | continued following the
smoky, moldy scent. However, my mind raced, filled with the thoughts of why, why am |
doing this? My owner followed me intently, for | was leading him to my trainer.

| admit, | had my moments where | would stop and decide it wasn’t worth going after
my trainer, but my owner continued to urge haste, and would not let me stop. Suddenly, |
realized that maybe my trainer would treat me differently if | rescued him! | tracked him
with renewed vigor, only stopping to regain my bearing in the winter snow and trees that
surrounded the area. At one point, | was worried that | had lost the scent to the wind, but
| was able to recover; the smell of the smoke was getting stronger, and | concluded that
my trainer was in the forest.

My ears shot up, | had heard the sound of teeth chattering in the snow. | saw my train-
er, he was sheltered under a tree shivering with cold. My owner quickly called to him
and he sat up straight. My owner helped him up and we made the trip back to the cabin
with relative ease, for | would always remember the smell of my home. My owner sat my
trainer into a chair near the fire, while | waited on the rug, warming myself. My trainer
asked me to come to him. | obeyed, afraid of what might happen if | didn’t. He took a few
treats from his pocket and handed them to me. | gratefully ate them, for they were my
first ones from him. From that moment on, me and my trainer became good friends, and
| would always remember that snow day.

- Patrick Driscoll

Documentary On The Murder of Danelle Marshall

I'min a house, one that is years old. The black mold grew on the wall, large and strong.
Green splatters from the grass growing through the old house. The wood was soggy and
flexible, disturbing when you touch it. In the corner was a chair, red and small. It was
broken and covered in water from the leaking pipes above. Which was growing all sorts
on it. The window was shattered and a spider web was latched all over. Making a frame
of design. There was trash everywhere. Some old soda cans that lost their color, candy
wrappers that have dirt and water in it. It was dark and cold, my flashlight was my only
light available. | felt something watching me. Haunting me. It was clawing at each step..
Watching each movement.

My friend was beside me, exploring the house herself. The kitchen was worse. Moldy
food that has been left there for years, which already leaked through the bowls and
plates. It was disgusting. The rotten smell was trenching up the room, the dead bird was
normal enough to lay on the floor in the children’s bedroom. Its eyes peeled open from
the ants taking its nutrients.

The children’s room was happy. Full of small toys that light up at each step, or a teddy
bear ripped in half. The bed was messy and unmade, which made an impact on how the
room appeared. It was dreadful to be in such a room. The curtains on the ground, the
bed flipped over, and the books on the desk scattered. Blood all throughout the room and
hallway, leading down to the bathroom.

And such forth on the matter and small but important details taken on the matter.
Taking locals’ words is a strong thing to go off of. A large percentage of people in the lo-
cal town were very hesitant to answer various questions. Often asking if they knew if
Danelle was connected to any problems that may have upset anyone to make them do
this, if they saw anything unusual.

- Aliana Newman

Check out more military children stories at:
militarychild.stripes.com
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Traveling friendships

We finally arrived at the new base. Me and my family had been driving for two days on
our move to Georgia from Maine. The base was nice, my school was very extravagant. Ev-
eryone was staring at me and our family, | could feel their eyes watching my every move.
Everyone else already had a group of friends, and now it was my task to find one.

My very first class was fun, everyone was inviting. A girl with golden curls and gor-
geous green eyes began to walk towards me. “Hey, I'm Lila! Are you new?" She asked as
she sat next to me. "Hi, 'm Talia! Yes, | am new!” She agreed to show me around and help
me figure out my classes. She stuck with me for the rest of the day, teaching me the way
of the school. | had finally made my very first friend in this new amazing world.

At lunch she introduced me to her friends, Mayah, Zuri, and Kate. They taught me
what | was supposed to do in the lunch line and let me sit with them. We talked about
what it was like here and how each person acts. They showed me who and who not to talk
to. | felt very welcomed in this small community of kind and caring people. Thankfully, |
had at least one of my new friends in every class. They introduced me to more people and
my social life expanded in amazing lengths.

After the first week | was invited to one of the girls’ birthday parties. | was overjoyed
that she saw me as such a good and close friend after only being here a week. When | got
there we jumped on the first water slide we saw, as her party was at a water park. | felt
the most included | had ever been since the move and it was all because of these girls
that took me in and made sure | felt special. | will never forget my old friends, but these
people will forever hold a special place in my heart.

- Ava Reilly

— Celebrating Month

McCool Elementa

A letter to a farther form a son

Dear Dad,

| hope this letter finds you safe and well on the front lines. | can only imagine what
you'’re going through, and | want you to know how proud | am of you. Your bravery and
dedication inspire me every day.

Things back home are good. Mom is holding things together like she always does, and
we've been keeping busy. I've taken up running again; it's a great way to clear my mind. |
sometimes think about how you used to jog with me when | was younger, always encour-
aging me to push myself a little further. I'd love to have you back home to go for a run
together again.

| often find myself thinking about all the stories you've shared with me about your ex-
periences. They remind me of the strength that comes from resilience. | know these days
can be tough, but | hope you're finding moments of peace in between the chaos. Remem-
ber to take care of yourself, no matter how busy things get.

It is chaotic at home, but it just doesn't feel the same when you're not here. | am still
in martial arts and | love it. At school, it is fine because | have things to distract me from
missing you but when | am not at school or doing something | sometimes have the feel-
ing that you got hurt and that you may not come back, but | know that you would try
everything in your power to come home to your family and | thank you for that. And yet |
wonder how did you do it. How did you go this long without seeing your family? How was
your deployment, what did you do most of the time you were deployed? | guess | just miss
you and | wish [ could see you.

Stay safe, Dad. | can’t wait until you come home, and we can catch up on everything.
Until then, know that I'm thinking of you every day.

With all my love,
Adrian
- Adrian Visage
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The Move
| try not to get attached because | know that I'm just going to have to say goodbye.
| know | will meet new people, but you know It's just goodbye over and over again.

Though | try not to get attached because | know i'm going to have to leave, most of the
time | just find the people | click with and we are just friends.

Then | have to say bye to them and although my heart breaks I'm happy that they will
find new friends and it will be okay.

It's time for me to leave goodbye | say, tears bled dry on my face.

Away | go off the ground and then all things look small like | can just grab them.
A new place not so familiar like | want to go back.

Here we go to a new school, new teachers, and new friends.
| feel like this time will be different here in Guam.

Beautiful weather.

| made a few friends at first trying new things like a play.
Then | move into my new house and meet new people.

| think to myself do | want to say goodbye to them no but | play with them day after day
and after a while | make a pretty good bond with them.

| got to school and they introduced me to their friends more and more.

| just forget, do | want to say goodbye no but already said hi so forever they live on. It feels
like I've known them my whole life but just for that 1 year and maybe more.

| might not be me going away but maybe this time away they go to find something new

for them.
- Ariana Ward

of the Military Child —

ry Middle School

A day in my life

Being a military kid is really fun. My school asked me to write a story about being a
military kid even though | go to an all military school. It sounded like a really fun writing
piece so | guess I'll start. Hi my name is Emma Wyle and this is a day in my life. But first
let me tell you about my family. My dad works on the submarine while my mom has a
cookie business. My sister, Eli, is 2 so she goes to daycare and | go to Elementary school.

| wake at 7:00 am. My school doesn’t even start until 9 but | like getting ready early.
Then | get to watch TV for an hour. My dad heads off to work around 7:30 and then my
mom gets my sister at 8:00. As my mom is getting Eli ready | pack our lunches and get
in the car. Once we get to school my friend Lindsey is waiting for me. Me and Lindsey are
best friends. I'm sad that she is PCS-ing soon. That means she is moving because her par-
ents have orders to another place. We walk through the doors and go to Ms. Johnson'’s
class for a while then it's lunch time. | packed mac and cheese for unch today. It was deli-
cious. Then we go back to class. Finally it's the end of the day and we go back to my house.
My mom is with her business manager my auntie. | greet hello to them and hug my sister.

| went to my room and did my homework until dinner time. After dinner | get ready for
bed and then the cycle starts again. Thank you for reading about a day in my life it was
really fun and as you can see being a military kid isn't so bad after all. Love all you mili-
tary families, from Emma Wyle

- Danika Ryan

Long Lost Friends

Moving to a small town from a big city was hard. | moved to Guam, a little island. The
move was not a fun Experience because | have two siblings. So the whole flight they
were so annoying and | got barely any sleep. The flight to Guam was a 19 hour flight.
So when | got off the plane | was happy to not sit on my but. Moving from a big city to a
small town was hard because | was 12 and no one is my age because I'm home schooled
and it is hard to make friends at my age. My mom says there’s a lot of kids your age at
middle school but the thing is | do not go to middle school. “You just have to go meet
them." She said with a smile. “ Yes | know but I'm shy," | said. “ Oh you're not shy, you
are just nervous to meet new people!” Said with confidence. It was a new week and my
mom broke the news to me. She said I'm going to public school. | begged to stay and be
home school but my mom said she has to go to work. To add My dad is in the military

so [ barely see him. So my mom is going to work all the time then | will have no one

to talk to and | have no friends to talk to because all my friends are back

home. My mom convinced me to go to public school
because | need to have friends. Summer was
over and it was my first day of public school.

| was so nervous to go into those buildings, to
make new friends, meet new people, and meet new
teachers. Going into those doors is hard for me because

of my anxiety and stress levels. But eventually | made it to
the first period. | sat down with this girl and she was so
kind and she had a goofy personality and we instantly be-

came friends. | was actually surprised to actually make a

new friend. The whole day | was with my new friend Emma.

Eventually it was time to go home. | actually survived a day

at Public School. When | went home [ told my mom everything that hap-

pened! Emma showed me around the military base of Guam. A couple years have passed
and now we are best friends for life. | have been best friends for 10 years now.

- Kaelyn Thresher

Medals that tell

What would you do if you found a WWII Medal in your attic? Well, | did, and | don’t know
why it's up there. This is the story about how | found my great-grandpa’s medal in the at-
tic. As | stood in my attic, surrounded by dusty boxes and forgotten memories, | stumbled
upon an old, tarnished box that caught my eye. The wooden surface was scratched, and
the brass latch was slightly rusted, but something about it drew me in. Gently lifting the
lid, I was greeted by an array of objects, each with its own story, but one item stood out
prominently: a WWIl medal gleaming softly, as if it had been waiting for me to discover it.

What would prompt my great-grandfather to keep such a treasure hidden away for
so long? | carefully lifted the medal out of the box, feeling its weight in my palm. It was
a beautiful piece, intricately designed with an eagle and stars, its ribbon faded but still
vibrant enough to hint at the honor it once represented. | could only imagine the stories
woven into the fabric of this heirloom— courageous acts witnessed, comrades lost, and a
life lived in the midst of turmoil and strife.

As | examined the medal further, | thought about the history it encapsulated. My
great-grandfather had been a soldier in the Pacific theater, and the thought of him navi-
gating those tumultuous waters made me feel a blend of pride and sadness. Our family
had always shared snippets of his tales—how he fought bravely, the bonds he formed
with his fellow soldiers, and the challenges they endured. Yet, beyond the stories, there
was a deeper connection that [ felt at that moment, a bridge to a past that seemed so
distant yet remarkably close.

Determined to learn more, | began researching the significance of the medal. Each de-
tail | uncovered painted a larger picture of what life must have been like for those who
served during such a harrowing time. This journey into my family's history was not just
about the medal; it was a chance to honor my great-grandfather’s bravery and perse-
verance. | knew then that | had to share this discovery with my family—this piece of his-
tory was a reminder of the sacrifices made and the resilience shown, lessons that remain
relevant today.

- Hunter Murphy

The PCS Adventure

Moving to Okinawa from Guam. Some facts about Okinawa is that there is a lot of
culture. They are very respectful. Their cars are very small, because the roads are small.
The weather is hot there. Some landmarks are Aka Bridge. Also the Ishigaki City Tokusan
Hambai Center. In this family there are &4 people in this family, 5 if you count the cat. The
moms name is Ruby. The dads name is James. The oldest is Ivy. Lastly, the younger sister
is Mackenzie, she has schizophrenia. The cat’s name is twilight. Ivy feels happy about go-
ing to Okinawa, and really wants to. Mackenzie feels sad and happy, because she wanted
to go move somewhere else instead. But she is happy to see all the cool things i Okina-
wa. Ruby (the mom) feels good about moving there, but she wouldn't mind if we moved
somewhere else. James (the dad), was sad because he did not want to move to another
island he wanted to move back to the states. Everything was going smoothly, until they
took off to leave Guam. Then Mackenzie forgot her medicine in her luggage. She didn’t
think much about it. Until she needed to take her medicine, she took down her carry on
from overhead. She looked in her luggage for her medicine, where she thought she put
it. She could not find it. She told her mom. Ruby asked her, "Did you put it in your carry-
onor did you put it in your luggage?” Then Mackenzie remembered she put it in her lug-
gage. She started panicking. Mackenzie started seeing things. Her and her mom went to
the flight assistance, to see if they had medicine for schizophrenia. Mackenzie: " There
is a person there. Mackenzie was seeing more things. Luckily they had some for her. We
were so happy. Ruby was relieved that they had some. They went back to her seat and
finished the flight to Okinawa. When they got off the plane, they decided to get dinner.
It was night when they arrived. They went to a hotel. On the way there, lvy and Macken-
zZie, fell asleep. The next week they looked around and started to get used to the places.
Then they started to look for a house. They got a house on bases and they went to a Do-
dea school. They found out that their home was a note that said: There is a secret door in
the biggest room in the closet. That leads to a basement. P.S beware of what is in there.

- Zehira King
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Potass’ Great Operation

Everyone has a dream, everyone wants to pursue their dream, but who actually
does? Most of the time, people go and try to pursue their dreams but then find another
dream to pursue. But | don't want that.

My name is Potass Everyellow(I'm a banana in Banana Empire). | always wanted to
be a soldier but | never had the experience of being one. | was 13 at the time when | was
crazy about trying to become a soldier, | kept researching for the best
ways to become one. But fast forwarding 10 yrs, Potass is now 23 and
the most important knock on his door happened today.

“IKNOCK KNOCK! This is the J.B. VIl Department! Open the door
NOW” One of the soldiers demanded.

| was the one that opened the door and as soon as | opened it, | was
the happiest banana man on the entire island.

“Are you Potass?” They asked.

“Yes, | am? What brings you here?" | questioned.

“You have been one of many(12 soldiers) to be selected to be
part of our top secret mission; OPERATION ROCK. In this mission, we
will capture the orange landia’s mascot, their pet rock. We are doing this to
get revenge for the assassination of King Jim Bob the VIII" They announced.

“Sir yes sir” | saluted them as | said it. | was the happiest banana man in the
Banana Empire.

The day the operation commenced, | was practically trained to be a mediocre soldier.
Enough to qualify as a soldier; but | don’t think that the attack leader agreed. Going into
the future, there are now about 3 soldiers left due to all the traps and surprise attacks
that have caused us to be low in men. But the attack leader has chosen ME as his new
right hand man because his other one, Timmy, died due to a bullet to his chest. We got
to where the rock was kept but we weren't ready for what was to come.

The rock was equipped with a peel staff to peel our skin off, we were terrified but we
thought of getting our deceased peers as banana peels for the rock to fall, it worked and
he dropped his staff as he fell down. We then burned the staff and captured the rock, we
did it. | was then nominated as the attack leader’s right hand man from now on.

Operation rock

Long ago the banana empire was at peace but it all changed when the oranges killed
king Jimbob VIl and started the 101 year that has yet to come to an end.

| was taken to the king’s throne room that day. | was told | must recruit 12 banana sol-
diers to go on a top secret mission to kidnap the rock who was soon to be king and since
| was the general timmy | would be commanding this mission.

| had chosen 11 of the 12 people required for this mission but |
didn’t know who the last person would be. My last option was a re-

cruit named Potass everyellow but he was very unexperienced so i

was wortried. Once | arrived at the recruits house and | could tell he
was not going to survive the mission.

Today was the day for the operation. | collected my soldiers and
we got on a secret stealth helicopter. It took 2 hours but we arrived
at the empire’s castle boundaries and we broke
through a sewer pipe and we journeyed through
but we had encountered 501 empire soldiers guard-

ing the sewer connections so we had to sneak by. One of our soldiers
slipped and broke his ankle so we had to leave him behind. We turned
the corner and there was a trap that sliced another fellow banana soldier.
We had located the correct area so we broke through the pipes and there was
two guards they were able to shoot two of my soldiers before we shot back. After the
shots 5 guards came around the corner and there's a battle. | took out two but three
were still there. My soldiers got the rest but sadly my right hand man timmy was shot
along with 3 other soldiers. Then | had to replace him with Potass Everyellow, he was
surprisingly a good right hand man. We finally made it to the location where the pet
rock was but he had a peel staff that could take us out in seconds. One of my soldiers
slipped and fell from the hiding spot and the rock quickly obliterated my soldier so we
throw bananas so he would slip and drop his staff. We put him in handcuffs and burned
the peel staff. We escaped that day with our lives and after a few days of negotiation we
had officially ended the 101 year war of Jimbob VIII.

The absence of member

Cecelia Andrada; the only child, the daughter of An-
gela Andrada and Ricardo Andrada. Cecelia Andrada was
born in Cebu, Philippines. When she was born, all her aun-
ties, uncles, grandparents, parents, and even other people
she barely knew circled close around her and expressed
in such awhs. Phrases like, "Ay ang cute naman!” or "Ka-
musta baby Cecelia” repeated near her. She lived in a man-
sion with antique vases and paintings hanging on the
wall. There were three floors to her house; the first floor
for guests and other visitors, second floor for bedrooms,
and the third floor for storage. Large stairs were made of
marble with beautiful designs and patterns. Everything in
her house consisted of many fine, rich materials like gold
and diamond. The paintings were created by her mother,
as she usually enters her art room on the first floor and
paints whatever she can find inspiration from. Expensive
bills were paid and they had less than 114,488 pesos left
($2,000). By the time Cecelia turned 5, her father joined
the navy as a source of income. They moved to Japan 3
weeks after and stayed at a Navy hotel on base for most
of their time. Cecelia was only a baby and didn’t mind her
father staying in the office overnight sometimes, thinking
he just went to the store or a friend’s house. As time and
time went by, she didn't mind her father’s absence on the
weekends.

One early morning it was December 2 and Cecelia
Jjumped right out of bed. "Happy Birthday Cecelia! Me
and Papa got you lots of gifts for your 9th birthday. Al-
though, papa isn't here!" Her mom exclaimed with a smile.
“Oh did Dad go to the train station to buy me a gift?"

- Ethan Carandang

See more McCool stories on Page 14

Cecelia replied. “Your papa will be going on the ship for a
few months. He left last night while you were sleeping. We
were going to wake you up so you could say goodbye, but
Papa felt bad. He left you a card on the top of your drawer
as a gift for your birthday." Mom walked out of the room to
bake a cake and prepare the celebration. Cecelia closed the
door and a few minutes later heard groups of guests en-
tering her house. As she read the card silently in her room,
tears began to fill her eyes. She knew she missed Papa and
felt unsure. Her Papa was never absent on her birthday
and she was not-in-the-mood the whole day, wearing fake
smiles and taking pictures of just her and Mom. "This isn't
even my birthday without the full family. | miss you Papa.”
She thought as she started cutting the cake.

The next day she went to school with a look, presenting
in such sorrow and misery. "Are you okay Cecelia? It was
just your birthday yesterday, what's wrong?" Her friend
questioned in a concerned manner. “Oh. It's nothing! Don't
worry, I'm fine. Just sleepy from the great party yester-
day!" Cecelia lit with a bright smile, but she knew that re-
ally wasn’t how she felt. Over time, she began to feel more
discouraged. After school ended, she would always come
home to hug her Papa and they would play at the play-
ground in her free time, but she knew it all changed. Her
Mom observed the sad or neutral expressions on Cece-
lia's face and came to the conclusion it was because of her
Papa. “I know you feel sad and | do too, but just remember,
he is coming soon okay? Besides, we can always chat or call
him whenever we feel lonely. You can talk to me about it
or write it in a diary to help you indicate your feelings. I'm
here for you." 2 months have passed since her father’s dis-
missal and eventually she learned to accept the truth. She

- Alexander Beans

knew that this would happen often and she had to get over
it. Mom always kept smiling at her and even baked leche
flan often, one of Cecelia’s favorite desserts, as a way to
cheer her up.

A classmate of her's came to school with tears drip-
ping on their red cheeks as they wiped their tears with
their dark sleeves. “If you don't mind me asking, are you
okay?” Cecelia said in a worry. “No.. My mom had to go
underway for a couple of months and she was always my
number one supporter. | have a math competition starting
in a few weeks and can'’t bear the fact that she won't be
here!” Her classmate exclaimed, as their voice faded. Cece-
lia replied with a quote from her mother, " know you feel
sad, but just remember, she is coming soon okay? Besides,
you can always chat or call her whenever you feel lonely.
You can talk to me about it or write it in a diary to help
you indicate your feelings. I'm here for you." The classmate
wiped their last tear and gave a big hug to Cecelia, even-
tually making Cecelia realize what she did was right. Af-
ter school that day, she walked home as she was eager to
tell her Mom on how she helped her classmate. As she took
her dangling keys out of her pocket and opened the door,
there standing was her very own father. Her face lit in pure
joy as she squealed in relief and happiness. This surprised
shock made her own day and she realized how much she
self-grew towards her feelings.

- Apple Kate Go

Check out more military children stories at:
militarychild.stripes.com
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— Celebrating Month of the Military Child —

McCool Elementary Middle $School

Through My Eyes

As a military working dog It's exciting and full of es-
sential tasks. | wake up every day, lying next to my han-
dler, Sergeant Jake, who is already up and writing in his
notebook. The smell of coffee fills the air. | stretch and let
out a happy bark because | know today will be another
mission.

“Hey, Max, ready to go?" Jake says with a smile,
scratching behind my ears. | wag my tail in response.
Days like this always fill me with energy and purpose.

After a quick breakfast, we travel to the motor pool
where our armored vehicle waits. | hop into my harness,
and Jake talks to the team, sharing important details for
the mission. “Today, we'll be checking the village for any
dangerous materials. Keep your eyes open,” he instructs.
| can feel the seriousness of the moment. I've trained hard
for this, and | know my nose will help keep everyone safe.

Once we arrive at the village, | start sniffing the air.
The sounds of people talking mix with the earthy smell
of dust and flowers around me. "Are you ready to work,
boy?" Jake asks. | bark again, eager to do my job.

As we walk through the village, | suddenly pick up an
unusual scent. | stop and focus. “What's wrong, Max?"
Jake whispers. | crouch and keep my nose to the ground,
alerting him to the danger. "Stay sharp, everyone!” he
calls to the team, and they move into position.

A moment later, | found a Bomb! Jake crouches next
to me, his eyes showing pride. "Good job, Max! You just
helped save lives," he praises, patting me.

After the mission is over; | feel proud. | know I'm not
just Jake's dog; I'm part of a team that helps protect peo-
ple every single day.

- Brooks Carroll

The Letter of Pride and Love

Hey Mom, it's been about two weeks since ['ve seen you
in person since you are now at school so | decided to write
a letter to you.

For starters, at home it's been really peaceful and re-
ally nice as just yesterday we went to the ranch and it was
really fun as we had to off-road to get there. As well, we
also got some Canes not so long ago and it was really de-
licious as it fulfilled my craving for chicken tenders. Also,
Dad made one of my favorite foods, fried salmon on Fri-
day which was also of course super yummy as well. Con-
tinuing on, I've been doing really well in school just like |
said since my grades are straight A's and | also recently
just got a 90% on my Science test. But, even though me
and my sister did miss a day in school because we missed
the bus, | promise that we won't miss it again don't wor-
ry. By the way, soon | have a common paced assessment
about argumentative writing and | am kind of nervous
but not really as many people said it was easy so hope-
fully it is.

Now enough about home, how is Rhode island? | heard
that Rhode Island is cold, is it really? Also, how has your
school been going over there as well? By the way, | won-
dered what kind of food they have over there. | heard
that many people love the food so | really wanna know if
it is true. | am also wondering how big is Rhode Island? Is
it a modern place?

Well Mom [ really miss talking to you and everything
that we do together so I'm really happy that you will be
coming back hOme this weekend so do very wellin school.
Mom, [ love you and see you soon!

- Daisy

Average day as the military dog

Everyday is confusing as always, yet fun as always
not knowing where to go. Mysterious men in green uni-
forms and boots are always stomping around. While I'm
here hearing random gibberish waiting to understand.
All they hear is woof woof woof while they are looking at
me like I'm crazy. Everyday is exciting though going on a
new adventure. It's a hot sunny morning where the mys-
terious men in green call me up in a demanding yet calm
voice "Gray get up” | hurry up as | wait for instructions.
The morning sun is shining bright on me, feeling like the
center of attention. | follow the man and wait for the ad-
venture. | follow them to a humvee and go inside while
i+ other men start talking. From their perspective | just
looked like your average working animal sitting down.
The smell of oil running through my nose, the air running
thick. The radios are constantly talking with weird noises.
| don't understand why glowing colors confuse me. Every-
thing is just fading away as a sleep in the humvee. The
men in green start waking me up as we reach our desti-
nation, | see I'm in an area for a checkpoint of some sort
and | am trained to sniff out powders. | then wait as a car
approaches. The men in green wait for the cars to go to
them. | see the person in the car turn down his window
and pull out a card of some sort. The green guy scans with
a device and lets him go by opening the gate. The second
car comes through and | smell some sort of substance. |
start trying to communicate with the green guy and they
look through the vehicle. He finds weird stuff in the trunk
and the green guy takes him to jail. That is your average
day as a military dog.

- Matthew Thompson

The life of the working animal

Another day of work the smell of leather and steam in
the Humvee we go down the road from the base. My com-
panion is my best friend Dan who has trained me since |
was a dog in the pound. We were on a mission and | was to
sniff out where the package was. A nice simple job | have
done tons of times shouldn’t be difficult or so | thought.
We get to the location and | start working then out of no-
where we start taking fire and | mean heavy fire. Dan ra-
dios back up on our location then | hear the hum of a
uh-60 black-hawk. The spin of the Gatling gun went off
for 10 seconds and then silence and then it left. And | had
to get to work sniffing out any contraband 5 minutes ago
and | heard rustling behind a bush. Then out of nowhere
a grenade lands close to me and | take a somewhat blunt
force and | am pushed into a wall Dan yells “"Get Down”
and starts shooting. Then my entire team starts shooting
and then it is just a fire fight until it is over we then ex-
tract because | am injured.

- Julian Nelson

The Move

An island filled with diverse cultures with an amaz-
ing backstory, Guam. Guam is a U.S. territory in Microne-
sia in the western Pacific Ocean. It is known for its tropi-
cal beaches, Chamorro villages, and ancient latte stones.
Landmarks based on ancient stories, Two Lovers Point,
Fort of the Virgin Marry of Solitude, Asan Bay Observa-
tory, and Fort Apugan. Two Lovers Point, one of the most
viewed attractions for tourists has a legend about two
lovers who jumped to their deaths and were forbidden
to be together.

On the mainland, a family of me, Urijah, Mom, and
Dad. Packing their things in the car and getting ready
for a new home. The car filled with sadness heading to
the airport but with a sense of exciting feelings. | was
unfortunate to leave his friends of 5 years but is excited
about making new friends and what discoveries he can
make. While Urijah isn’t taking it seriously, he is excited
but is also sad about leaving his friends that he met on-
line. While these situations were happening, Mom and
Dad were fine and were excited to move to a new home.
20 hours later, Wheels touching the floor, the plane has
landed.

Everybody was sitting and sleepy while the plane got
to its right terminal. After 10 minutes of waiting, every-
body rushed up from their seats and got their bags while
the family sat and waited for the space to clear. Dad got
up first and got the bags for me and my brother while my
mom waited for a little bit more space to clear. We got off
the plane and started to walk to the baggage carousel to
pick up our luggage. Leaving the airport as soon as pos-
sible to lay on a bed and sleep.

- Mikhail Potante

The Star-Spangled Man
Dear Dad,

It's been a while. Mom said you would be gone for a few
months, but it's been a year. Do you know when you're
coming back? If so, | have a lot to tell you. Everything has
changed since you left. The tree in our backyard fell and
collapsed onto our roof. Maybe Mom already told you, but
| just wanted to be sure you knew. | overheard Mom say-
ing that the cost of repairing our home might stop me
from getting a Christmas gift. Please change her mind.
Also, | know you got me a bunch of Lego sets on my birth-
day, but | think I've outgrown Lego. It just doesn'’t feel the
same when | pick them up. Sure, | like building them, but
that's about it. Instead of buying me Lego, can you please
gift me an iPad next time? All of my classmates have one,
or some other type of device, and | don'’t. That reminds
me; do you get to go on your phone when you're out there
deployed? Do you play any games with your friends? It
must be fun being with the boys. | wish | could be there
with you. | know that your ship is always moving and go-
ing places. What type of places have you been? Has it only
been places in the U.S.? Considering that, you've proba-
bly gotten seasick a lot. Or maybe you've gotten used to
it. If you're not used to it, I'd suggest drinking some water.
Mom says that staying hydrated solves most of people’s
problems. How do you even properly get drinking water
when you're out on the ship? Is it all stored somewhere?
Make sure the supply doesn't run out. Speaking of wa-
ter, how about food? Do you eat a lot of processed foods?
It must suck. Stay safe Dad, and don't get seasick. Drink
more water, please. Remember, you're my Star-Spangled
Man.

- John Frye

Check out more military children stories at: militarychild.stripes.com
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Hidden Friend

Some friendships are just... Different...

It is not a pretty place. Andrew thought as he looked
out the window of his dad’s car. It looked like a ghost town.
All the houses looked vacant minus the occasional houses
with dim yellow light barely illuminating their windows.
He couldn’t believe dad wanted to move here. He kept get-
ting a creepy feeling that he was being watched. Every
time he thought about it a shiver ran down my spine and
his hair would stand on end. This base was so creepy.

The car pulled up onto the driveway. Andrew hopped
out. Their house was so run down and old looking. Andrew
went up the driveway and onto the front porch. He turned
the door handle. Locked. Andrew bent down and looked
under the doormat. He pulled out a key and inserted it
into the lock. This time when he turned the doorknob it
opened. The door let out a loud creaking sound, no not a
creaking sound more of a shriek. Andrew was frightened
by this thought and shut the door. He opened the door
again, no sound at all. Andrew walked into the house. The
door slammed loudly behind him, causing him to jump. He
dropped his stuff next to an old beat up couch and headed
toward the hallway where the bedrooms were located. [t
was a good thing he left his sneakers on. An old shattered
picture frame was lying on the floor Andrew picked it up.
He pulled out the picture inside. His dad opened the door
causing that horrible shrieking. His dad seemed unphased
by this horrible sound. Andrew decided it wasn't worth
worrying about because maybe his dad had heard it and
just didn’t care. He was tired after that long plane trip to
get here anyway. Andrew shoved the picture in his pocket
and ran to get a broom.

Andrew bent down and swept up all the glass pieces.
He walked over to the trash can next to the kitchen coun-
ter and dumped the glass pieces in there. He picked up his
bag and walked into the hallway again. He passed his dad

who was lying on the couch with the tv turned on. Andrew
walked into the first bedroom he saw and sat down on the
bed. He pulled out his Gamerton and started to play Cha-
0s 3.

The school here didn't look too bad. Andrew entered
the building after waving goodbye to his dad. He needed to
get his schedule and a computer. He went to the front of-
fice. Waiting for him was a computer and a schedule with
his name on it. Who runs this place Andrew thought. Any-
one could have stolen this computer. There was a sheet
of paper asking for his signature. He took out a pen and
signed an agreement that if he were to lose or damage the
computer he was to pay for it.

Andrew looked at his schedule. His homeroom was
room 13. The school was very small for a middle school. He
quickly found his classroom. As soon as he opened the door
everyone stared at him.

“Hi" Andrew said weakly. He walked to an empty seat
near the back of the classroom.

He went from class to class. The teachers were not ex-
cited to have another student in their class. When it was
time for lunch he went to his locker to retrieve his lunch
box. The door of his locker fell off its hinge. Andrew looked
around panicked. Would he be in trouble? He didn't even
do anything! The science teacher just walked by like noth-
ing happened. | guess this is the normal state of things
around here Andrew thought. It seemed that wherever he
tried to sit it was reserved for someone else’s friend. Fi-
nally he found an empty table and quietly ate his lunch.

When he got home he went to his room to work on his
homework. It was easy math. Andrew didn't think that the
teachers were even trying to teach. They acted as if they
were never going to be happy again. When his homework
was done he went back to playing on his Gamerton.

Out of nowhere he starts to hear a strange sound com-
ing from the vent. It sounded like wet slime moving in his
vent. He looked up at the vent on his ceiling and almost
screamed. A giant black piece of slime was oozing from
the ceiling onto the floor. Andrew turned off his Gamerton

and watched in silent horror as the rest of the goop fell to
the floor in a splat.

“Hi!" The little slime creature on the floor said to An-
drew, waving a slimy arm that flings black droplets every-
where. It talks. Thinks Andrew in disbelief.

“Are you okay?" The little Slime creature says to him,
“You look like you just saw a ghost!” he laughed.

“Wh-Who or what are you?" asked Andrew quietly.

The little slime creature looks down at himself, “I do not
know what | am. But | do know that my name is Slip" he
says cheerfully, holding out a slimy hand to me.

When Slip notices | do not want to shake his hand he
puts it to his side. Slip looks around the room and sees the
Gamerton.

“What's that!” Slip says pointing at the Gamerton on
the bed.

“That's my Gamerton” Andrew tells Slip

“What does it do?"asks Slip.

“You play games on it Answers Andrew, he's already
starting to get used to Slip.

“Do you want to play on it with me?"Andrew asks Slip.

Andrew can see the excitement growing inside Slip.
llyES!ll

Slip and Andrew spend the afternoon playing on the
Gamerton.

For dinner Andrew ate spaghetti and a muffin. He
saved the muffin for Slip in case Slip wanted it.

When Andrew pulled out the blueberry muffin from
under his jacket. Slip Immediately came out from under
Andrew’s bed. SLip leaped off the floor and snatched up
the blueberry muffin. Leaving black gooey drops on An-
drew's palm. Andrew did not care though. He had a friend,
and he was happy.

Check out more military children stories at:
militarychild.stripes.com
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JRM 2024 troops of year honored

STORY AND PHOTO BY
PO1 SAMANTHA JETZER,
JOINT REGION MARIANAS

n March 26, Joint Region
O Marianas held an awards

ceremony at United Ser-
vices Organization Tumon Bay
center to announce the region’s
junior and senior service mem-
bers of the year.

Rear Adm. Brent DeVore, com-
mander, JRM, congratulated all of
the nominees and awarded Senior
Service Member of the Year to
Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Marcel-
lous Dixon, assigned to Marine
Corps Base Camp Blaz, and Ju-
nior Service Member of the Year
to Navy Aviation Technician 3rd
Class Dominick Donley, assigned
to Helicopter Sea Combat Squad-
ron 25, during the ceremony.

The other nominees for the
junior category were; Marine
Corps Cpl. Ryan Little, assigned
to MCB Camp Blaz; Army Spe-
cialist Manuel Jesus Quenga, as-
signed to Guam National Guard
supporting Task Force Talon; and
Coast Guard Boatswain’s Mate
3rd Class Erik Herman, assigned
to U.S. Coast Guard Forces Mi-
cronesia Sector Guam. The other
nominees for the senior category
were; Army Sgt. Michail Fitch,
assigned to TFT; Coast Guard
Information Systems Technician
2nd Class Shane Concepcion,
assigned to USCGFM/Sector
Guam; and Navy Aviation Struc-
tural Mechanic 1st Class Jordan
McNeil, assigned to HSC-25.

“You all represent the top per-
formers in your units,” DeVore
said during the ceremony. “I’'m
excited to recognize your elite
performance and want to thank
you for your contributions to the
joint force. Unity is our strength
and you all are dedicated to the
mission in your fields and are ex-
ecuting it to the max.”

While the two winners were
off-island during the ceremony,
the other six nominated service
members from across Guam were
joined by their leadership and
families to be recognized for their
conduct both on and off duty dur-
ing 2024.

“Out here there’s one island,
one Guam, and we’re all serv-
ing together increasing our joint
warfighting  advantage,” said
Command Master Chief William

-

1. Sgt. Maj. Daniel Soto, senior enlisted leader of Camp Blaz, accepts an award on behalf of Staff Sgt. Marcellous Dixon from Rear Adm. Brent DeVore, commander, Joint Region

2

Marianas, and Command Master Chief William Webster, senior enlisted leader of JRM. 2. DeVore presents a flag letter of commendation PO2 Shane Concepcion. 3. DeVore
presents a flag letter of commendation to PO3 Erik Herman. 4. PO1 Jordan McNeil. 5. Spc. Manuel Jesus Quenga. 6. Cpl. Ryan Little. 7. Sgt. Michail Fitch.

Webster, senior enlisted leader of
JRM. “We’re about as joint of an
area as you can get. The service
members being recognized today
have shown great regard for how
they conduct themselves from
day to day, and they have dem-
onstrated sustained excellence
throughout the year.”

U.S. Marine Corps Command
Sgt. Maj. Daniel Soto, senior en-
listed leader of MCB Camp Blaz,
accepted the 2024 Senior Ser-
vice Member of the Year award
on behalf of Dixon who was in
Washington D.C. to receive the
Marine Corps Installations Com-
mand Marine of the Year award.
Dixon operated above his pay
grade as MCB Camp Blaz’s le-
gal chief. He was the Headquar-
ters Company Gunnery Sergeant
where he focussed on mentorship
and training his junior Marines
as well as service members from

other branches. Dixon also sup-
ported the local community by
coordinating events like Toys for
Tots, supply drives, beach clean-
ups, and mentorship with local
high school students in the Junior
Reserve Officer Training Corps
program.

“Staff Sgt. Dixon is a phe-
nomenal Marine, always good-
spirited if you know him,” Soto
said. “He will always say ‘yes’
to everything that you need him
to get done at a moment’s notice
no matter what and doesn’t com-
plain. This is just a testament of
who he is and what he does for us
at Camp Blaz and for the mission
here on Guam.”

Like Dixon, Donley’s impact
extended beyond his primary du-
ties. As an avionics shift super-
visor, inspector and plane cap-
tain for his squadron, he led his
team in conducting hundreds of

maintenance items and inspec-
tions necessary to maintain their
MH-60S Seahawk helicopters,
directly supporting 23 lifesav-
ing search and rescue operations
and medical evacuation missions
on behalf of JRM. He was hand
selected to deploy with forward-
deployed amphibious assault ship
USS America to support their
Amphibious Integration Certifi-
cation and Operation Iron Fist.
He also helped his Sailors com-
plete numerous qualifications,
supported his command’s physi-
cal fitness readiness as an assis-
tant command fitness leader, and
organized recreational events as
president of HSC 25’s Coalition
of Sailors Against Destructive
Decisions.

“AT3 Donely is one of my
strongest Sailors who far exceeds
the work,” said Chief Aviation
Electronics Technician Sergio

Barron with HSC-25. “I absolute-
ly love being his chief.”

The purpose of the JRM Ser-
vice Member of the Year awards is
to highlight the exceptional dedi-
cation of those serving in Guam’s
joint environment. Whether set-
ting the standard of excellence in
their fields, mentoring junior ser-
vice members, or giving back to
the local community, each service
member recognized has contrib-
uted above and beyond the mis-
sion requirements.

“What you do matters,” Web-
ster said. “Folks are going to fol-
low you. You are leaders, wheth-
er you're an E-1 or O-10 you’re
a leader. You are the image that
others want to be so keep doing
good things, keep doing the right
thing, and get better every day.
Let’s continue to support all the
services on Guam.”

Historian connects reservist to fallen family member

BY AMANDA DICK,
445TH AIRLIFT WING,
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB, OHIO

or many with family who
F served in a previous war or

conflict, they might never
know what happened to their rela-
tives. But sometimes, connection
to those lost comes from unex-
pected places or people.

This was the case in December
2024 for Lt. Col. Jonathan Askins,
445th Airlift Wing chief of safety,
when he had a conversation with
the wing’s new historian.

Askins’ great uncle, James L.
Roberts, was killed in the Pacific
War somewhere in the Marianas
Islands, and that was as much as
he knew. Until he did genealogy
research and found a couple of
photos that indicated Roberts was
a U.S. Marine. That led Askins to
reach out to his father and aunts
which led to Roberts’ daughter and
granddaughter in New Zealand.

Askins was talking about his
great uncle one day with Tara
Simpson, Ph.D., 445th AW histo-
rian, when she realized she might
be able to add insight.

“I spent several years on Guam
researching and writing about the
island’s rich military history,”
Simpson said. “I easily recognized
the date his relative had fallen in
battle and knew where it had oc-
curred.”

She was able to tell Askins what
happened during Corporal Rob-
erts’ last days of service in the 2nd
Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Divi-
sion.

According to Simpson, Rob-
erts” unit landed during the initial
assault July 21, 1944, to help liber-
ate the people and island of Guam.

It was the third assault of Opera-
tion Forager that was an Allied of-
fensive to secure the Marianas Is-
lands.

“The 3rd Marine Division was
instrumental in spearheading the
offensive push up the nearly im-
possible cliffs to secure the Fon-
te Plateau,” Simpson explained.
“They endured fierce resistance as
the Imperial Japanese Army had
occupied the U.S. territory since
December 1941.”

Unfortunately, the month-long

SEE HISTORIAN ON PAGE 18

Lt. Col. Jonathan Askins
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Daily breakfast buffet
One draft beer coupon
20% F&B Discount

Free Gym Usage 24 hours

Free Laundry Room Usage 24 hours
(detergent not provided)
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FACILITY HOURS

POOL
DAILY 8:00 am - 8:00 pm

POOLBAR
DAILY 12:00 PM - 8:.00 PM

LA SEINE RESTAURANT

BREAKFAST 7:00 AM-10:00 AM
MON SUNSET BBQ (Pool Side)  6:00 PM- 8:00 FM
TUE, THU-SUN 5:40 PM- 9:00 PM

La Seine Dinner buffet with Island Dance Show

For more iInformation
LOUNGE & DELI(Starbucks Coffee available)
DAILY 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM ‘
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@) tacebook/vincejewelers 3 store.vincejewelers.com OW'““I'“I" =
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HISTORIAN: It was very emotional’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

campaign carried out by Allied
ships and aircraft did not fully
eliminate Japanese entrenchments
and caves, and by July 29, 1944,
when Roberts died, Allied forc-
es were still embroiled in intense
fighting.

On the personal side, Askins
said Roberts enlisted at 22 and
met someone in New Zealand
then married her after one month
together before he left for Guam
which led to a daughter born days
before his death.

Shortly after Askins’ chat with
Simpson, another opportunity pre-
sented itself that allowed him to
connect even closer to his great
uncle’s last days, and it came in
the form of a previously scheduled
flying mission in the Pacific that
included a stop in Guam.

So, in mid-January during a

crew overnight on the island,
Askins and two other crew mem-
bers, Lt. Col. Chris Costly and
Capt. Nicholas Armour, both 89th
Airlift Squadron C-17 pilots, hon-
ored his great uncle where he fell
in battle.

But it was not without its ob-
stacles. Askins said he faced de-
lays on the flightline and getting
to lodging, then he had to figure
out the transportation logistics to
get around the island. However,
he was able to reach Fonte Plateau
before sunset.

Askins said he secured a local
ride share driver who took him,
Costly and Armour to the battle
site, known today as Nimitz Hill.

“It was very emotional,” Askins
explained. “During the flight to
Guam, I read an in-depth article
Tara provided that detailed the
beach landing and combat my

unuuc@ =
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Graham

Meet Graham, an adorable 10-week-old pup
with a soft tan and white coat and a heart
full of love! This sweet boy is playful, curious,
and always ready for an adventure. Whether
he's chasing toys, exploring new places, or
snuggling up for a nap, Graham brings joy
wherever he goes. If you're looking for a fun
and affectionate companion, Graham is ready
to be your new best friend!

Call GA.LN. (Guam Animals In Need) Animal Shelter in Yigo at
653-4246 or visit <www.guamanimals.org> for more information
on adopting this pet. G.A.LN. is a shelter-based humane society
with a mission to prevent cruelty to animals, educate the public
and promote good animal laws. Under Water World will donate

one adult admission for every Pet of the Week adopted.

GREEN LIZZA
TIKI BAR

NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NO WORRIES
7PM - LATE 7 DAYS

Khimberly Perkins

Cpl. James L. Roberts, 2nd Battalion 9th Marines 3rd Division, pictured with his rifle. Courtesy photo

Great Uncle James saw in the days
leading up to his death. Then to
have finally reached the location
where he lived his last moments
was overwhelming.

“Having finally learned his full
story and then visiting this loca-
tion felt very personal,” Askins
continued. “So, I wrote him a let-
ter, as a service member and a fa-
ther, thanking him for his service
to the nation and world — that his
legacy remained through his fam-
ily and ultimate sacrifice.”

Askins said after the driver

% hotel nikko guam

heard his story, he took them to
the Asan Bay Overlook, a loca-
tion five minutes away with a pan-
oramic view of the landing beach-
es. The overlook also included the
War in the Pacific Park’s Memori-
al Wall that honors both Guamani-
ans who suffered during Imperial
Japanese occupation and service-
members who died in the Battle
of Guam, including his great uncle
whose name was etched into the
wall.

“Seeing his name was the cul-
mination and truly cemented that

the journey to learn his story and
honor his memory was accom-
plished and correct,” Askins stat-
ed. “It felt as though the whole
experience was ordained or seren-
dipitous.”

After the trip, Askins said he
contacted Roberts’ daughter, now
82, and granddaughter to share the
story and photos he took.

“They were grateful, and it was
a very emotional experience for
them as well — to know he was still
honored and loved,” Askins ex-
pressed.
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the Department of Defense for members of the military services overseas. However, the contents of Stripes
Guamare unofficial,and are not to be considered as the official views of,orendorsed by, the U.S.government,
including the Department of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, Stripes Guam may
be distributed through official channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and isolated

locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. The appearance of advertising in this publication,
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of Defense or Stars and Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication shall be made available
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status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.
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Boonie Stomps Guam

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY
GUAM BOONIE STOMPERS

Umatac to Togu‘an Bay / Earth
Day Hike and Clean Up
(Medium)

ISeCL._adld OLY

v/ Veteran-owned & operated v/ Quality vehicles most with low mileage
v""No pressure" sales approach v'High customer service ratings

Visit our website at www.pcsusedcarlotguam.com for the latest inventory

April 19 (Sat.)

April 26 (Sat.) Mt. LamLam North (Difficult)

Largest selection of
imported Japanese
vehicles on island!

PCS USED CAR LOT
Finduson @ @

May 3 (Sat.) Nimitz Hill Caves (Medium)

e 4= 5y
Nimitz Hill Caves

May 10 (Sat.) Togcha to Asanite Cove

REMINDER! We no longer meet at Chamorro : (Medium) Crossword by Margie E. Burke
Village. We meet at the trailhead. +
Every Saturday, Guam Boonie Stompers Southern Mountain to

ACROSS T 12 5 |4 5 6 |7 ]8 o TN EE R PR EE]
May 17 (Sat.) 1 Flows back

5 Washington's
portraitist 17 18 19
10 "Fernando"

offers public hikes to a variety of
destinations such as beaches, snorkeling
sites, waterfalls, mountains, caves, latte

Finacresta (2x Difficult)

sites, and World War II sites. We meet May 24 (Sat.) Ague Cove (Medium) group
at the trailhead on Saturdays at 8§ AM. 14 Romance novel-
Directions to the trailhead will be posted on ist Roberts

the Guam Boonie Stompers Inc Facebook

page. The cost is $5.00 for hikers over FOR EVERYONE’S SAFETY:

15 Wall climbers
16 Golfer's need

13. Chilldren must b? accompanied b){ a No Pets Allowed 17 _-claq
responsible adult. Hikers should provide No D All d 18 Cartoonish
their own transportation. Guam’s trails are 0 Urones Allowe portrait

20 Like some humor

not developed. Weather conditions can make

the hikes more difficult than described. No 22 Stillin t.he, outbox
. . 23 Black tie is one
reservations required. 26 Coffechouse
For more information: packets
www.facebook.com/ . 3 ;ci)trsaker ofthe 15 59 (60 61
GuamBoonieStompers NOTE: Schedule Subj?Ct change, 6c,o “ee 33 Mia in "Pulp 2 &3 o4
, , , so please check Boonie Stomps 2 Fiction" = = -
Guam Boonie Stompers is a non-profit Guam . a(“ ((\9 34 Coconut meat
corporation composed of volunteer leaders Facebook in advance. X (o) e 10 36 Mortise's mate Copyright 2025 by The Puzzle Syndicate
committed to leading hikes to and protecting 9\6 ) es‘- “’\G ‘\-\(\. 37 Treat poorly pyrg 4 Y
the unique natural destinations on our island. Co((\ \\\\‘ 600 '('S 39 Falcons, on 2 Snoozefest 31 Big fusses 52 Vessel of 1492
scoreboards 3 Railroad track 32 Follow as a 53 Dismal
40 Flip response? width result 54 Snaky
41 Meat avoider 4 Justice 35 King protectors swimmers
‘ : - 42 Trash O'Connor 38 Small pouch 56 Polish place?
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| 'y | B 45 Constructing, as painter 46 Sumerian god- Gershon
) = i ., a building 6 Captain America dess of love 59 "For Me and My
Market your business to the U.S. military community in Guam 47 Good-for- portrayer Chris 48 Get some air o
nothing 7 It can be fresh 50 Rapp of "Mean 60 "If you ask me,"
49 Adding to or hot Girls" in a text
Contact Us 51 Bassett of 8 Waikiki welcome 51 Miles off
Doug Johnson, Guam Multimedia Consultant "Black Panther’ 9 Old Portuguese
E-mail: johnson.douglas@stripes.com - DSN: 355-5160 /671-687-5041 55 Art done with money Answers to Previous Crossword:
acid 10 Plays a part DIs
58 Shade of red 11 Down in the EIE
61 Berry in dumps EIR
° ° ° smoothies 12 Get too much sl
Stripes Sports Trivia 2 ndgodye an o[
63 Finger-pointer 13 Assist illegally AlL u
64 "Nail" anagram 19 Numbing drug L N
Which of Michael Jordan’s sidekicks hit a three-pointer in the final seconds of Game 6 to secure the 1993 22 E:gﬁnlgt;ams A E:,:? ranking ? Q
title for the Bulls? 67 First Lady of 24 Hauling charge E N|E
Song 25 Milky gems O[R
26 Smooth-tongued Tl
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Difficulty: Easy HOW TO SOLVE: - A \ A g THE VETERANS' GHOIGE
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<4 CAR RENTAL

numbers 1 to 9; each column must

Answer to Previous Sudoku:

Military
MrEarvoNG BT

2 1 contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must 477-CARS
4 7 8 2 contain the numbers 1 to 9. PATRIOTCARRENTAL.COM

(671)373-2277

« Only dealership with
used cars under 10k!

« Financing Available!

+ Over 150 Cars in stock!

« Free Shuttle Service!

- Serving the community
for over 10 years!

- Military Discounts!

WWw.guamcarmony.com

9 5
3 6
2| |6/5/8] |4

Copyright 2025 by The Puzzle Syndicate

/ day rentals

/ month rentals

131 W Soledad Ave Hagatiia, 96910, Guam
(Across from Hagatna Boat Basin, next to Mosa's Joint restaurant) 477-CARS (2277) 140 Hernan Cortez Ave Hagatna,
GU 96932 across Agana boat basin next to Main Street bakery.
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' ISLAND DENTAL,

rF c;?f WE WELCOME TRICARE!

OUR SERVICES

Dentistry for Kids and Adults
Tooth Colored Fillings
Non-metal Crowns and Bridges
§: Oral Surgery

#  Professional Cleaning
Urgent Dental Care

CALL
(671) 989-5999

Open on weekends! Located in Dededo

Open evenings on weekdays! Next to American
Grocery

15 Island Dental
'3 @ island.dental (‘guu?i

DENT Lw
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hat has six legs, gnarly claws, climbs trees and can
grow to the size of a small dog? Oh! It’s tasty, too.

The answer is a coconut crab, or what the local
Chamorros call “ayuyu.” These giant crabs are on islands
throughout the Western Pacific and East Indian oceans. But
on Guam, they have had long history with locals and visitors
alike — primarily, but not exclusively — as a delicacy. But
now these giant island mascots are in danger.

Birgus latro, commonly known as the coconut crab, is the
largest terrestrial arthropod in the world. It is a type of her-
mit crab that can grow to a leg span of more than three feet,
weighing over nine pounds. However, they are more outgo-
ing than their hermit counterparts.

While most hermit crabs spend their entire lives inside
their shells to protect their soft bodies from predators, co-
conut crabs rely on those shells only when they are young
and small. When they grow older, they abandon them and
develop hard exoskeletons that continue to grow with the
rest of their bodies.

These crabs have also been nicknamed “robber crabs”
on Guam. Rumor has it that they earned that reputation
by stealing items from U.S. Marines in the trenches dur-
ing World War II. They’re known to wander into unlocked
houses and steal knives, forks and even shoes. So, if you are
missing some household items, look around for one of these
big guys conspicuously crawling nearby.

Anyone who has seen a coconut crab knows they also
have huge claws. These claws are powerful enough to tear
through the tough shell of a coconut to get at the sweet co-
conut meat. They can climb up to 20 feet high just to reach
growing coconuts. Though not a major part of their diet,
perhaps this taste for coconuts is what makes them so tasty.

On Guam, Chamorro have eaten coconut crabs for centu-
ries as part of their cultural tradition. The meat has been tra-
ditionally served at various ceremonies and events such as
weddings. It is so tender that it is often compared to lobster.
But the high demand for both home and high-end restaurant
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Crab hunting is a family affair with men, women and

children taking partin the hunt. .

After they are caught, crabs are kept for a few days to |
purge their system of toxins and to fatten them up. They are
usually fed a diet of grated coconut.

There are regional difference in how the stuffing for the
grab is prepared. In northern and central Guam, the stuff-
ing is called “pengot.” In southern Guam, it is referred to
as “ka’it.”

consumption has led to rampant hunting of the crabs.

It is said that the population of larger crabs on Guam
is nearly depleted, and hunters have now turned to
younger and smaller crabs. Coconut crab shells have
also become popular souvenirs for tourist, prompting
even more hunting. As a result of these demands, the
coconut crab population has been declining rapidly.

In 1981, the coconut crab was listed as a “vulnera-
ble species” on the International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature Red List. However, a lack of accurate
information caused the crab to be classified as “data
deficient” in 1996.

Today, according to the Guam Department of Ag-
riculture, coconut crabs must be at least four inches
long to be sold commercially and at least three
inches long for personal consumption. It also is il-
legal to collect coconut crabs with eggs. Selling
undersized coconut crabs is an offense punishable
by arrest and fine.

According to one study, the ccoconut crab is
also threatened by the development of Guam’s
coastal zone. Emily Lu writes in the Scientific Amer-
ican that recent heavy development is continually reduc-
ing the crab’s preferred habitat on Guam. Typically, female
coconut crabs release their eggs within a few miles of the
ocean because they hatch only upon contact with saltwater.

Today, the highest crab densities on Guam can be found
on military installations, where limited civilian access
makes it difficult to hunt crabs, according to Lu.

In fact, all coconut crabs can find sanctuary on both Naval
Base Guam and Andersen Air Force Base. Hunting them, re-
gardless of their size, is banned on both bases, according to
Leanne Obra, 36th Civil Engineering Environmental Flight
natural resources specialist at Andersen.

“The coconut crab is a unique and fascinating component
of the biota of Guam, the Marinas, and Federated States of
Micronesia,” said Obra. “The Andersen Air Force Base en-
vironmental office is available at any time to answer ques-
tions about protection of the coconut crab to help preserve
the species for the meaningful role they play in the Cham-
orro culture and its popularity as a tourist attraction.”

Obra advises that if people see the crabs on base, they
should leave them alone. Illegal collection of crabs on

¢ Stuffed crab is placed alongside the fish on the fiesta
f# table. The fish section is the third section coming after the

. starch section (dggon) and the meat section (totche). The
vegetables and salad section follows the fish section. The

kelaguen, fina’ denne’ and kadu (soup) section is at the end
of the table. The desserts are usually located on a separate
table.

"
L

- Jillette Leon-Guerrero, MA

\ '
~ % |

Photo courtesy of Dr. Jim McConnel, University of Guam

military installations should be reported immediately to An-
dersen’s Natural Resources Conservation Program at 366-
5078/1849.

Pet a coconut crab at Chamorro Village

You may be hesitant to pet the largest land-living arthro-
pod in the world, but go ahead, the coconut crab doesn’t
bite. Coconut crabs can weigh up to nine pounds with a leg
span of more than 3 feet. Locals are adept at handling the
crabs and sometimes keep them as pets. Stop by the Cham-
orro Village Night Market on Wednesday and Friday for a
photo op of you or someone brave petting a giant crab.

B ADDRESS: Paseo Loop, off Marine Corps Drive,
Hagatiia
ETEL: (671)475-0375

(&

« Onion, chopped

» Pepper leaves, chopped

« Pumpkin Tips, chopped

« Red Pepper, chopped

» Coconut, grated

« Coconut milk (for every 1 cup of coconut milk add Y2 cup
of water)

1. Remove shell from body of crab. Set aside. Remove bitter
part (bile) then scrap out meat. Mix finely chopped on-
ion, pepper leaf, pumpkin tips, and donne (hot red chile
peppers) and grated coconut. Stuff mixture in shell and
tie it securely with coconut leaf or string.

2. Mix coconut milk and water and place in large stock pot.
Submerge stuffed crab in pot. Vegetables can be added
to the top of crab if desired. Cover and let boil until crab
turns red.

- Recipe provided by Sen. Pilar Lujan
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Make KFC your Lent
season meal spot

Howdy and hafa adai, folks! KFC’s Colonel Sanders
here! Once again, KFC is your go-to place for Lent! All
of my delicious KFC Lent favorites are back this season,
including the seafood Kelaguen, Popcorn Shrimp, Sea-
food Twister, Wasabi Fish Sandwich, fan favorite KFC
Shrimp Burger and Wasabi Fish Wrap. Hurry in, some of
our seafood items are here for a limited time. And just
like my famous KFC chicken, the entire Lent menu is L
available for DELIVERY! Simply call 300-FAST to get deli- '\‘._

cious KFC delivered straight to our door. KFC, It’s Finger ; Ay w % m“%u

Lickin’ Good... for Lent and all year round! : WRAP

I Il mamsmes gromees

%7 SBARRO

NEW YORK PIZZA

Sharro serving you up
Lent specials and more

Sbarro has been waiting for you and we’re ready to
serve you up some special entrees during Lent Season!
Miss our old menu? No problem, we still have them! We
have our Spinach & Mushroom Pizza, Shrimp Alfredo
Pasta, Spinach Lasagna and Garden Salad. Can we get a
WOW!? Sharro is here to provide your favorite lent dish-
es and a lot more! Everything is fresh and handmade
every day! So, visit us today at Sbarro in the GPO or Mi-
cronesia Mall food court. We can’t wait to serve you up
some delicious pizza, pasta and more.

Mmrunesnah’laﬁ&ﬂl’ﬂ bhadii fSt}arr-:}Guam
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PROUDLY
SERVING

Guam’s military
community for
30 years!
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When off base stop by and try the serious food
we’ve become famous for, Kingston BBQ Jerk Chicken
& Boston Beach Ribs Combo, Jamaican Oxtail, Jerk
Burgers, Fresh Local Catch, Roasted Bananas, Festive
Tropical Cocktails, Jammin Beer Fest and so much
more! Whether you dine in or take out and enjoy our
award winning flavors of Jamaica and Guam fused
together in a culinary explosion second to none. We
have 4 convenient locations to serve you - Hagatna,
Tumon, Dededo or Mangilao - whichever’s closer.
Online ordering available as well!

Ya Mon
See You SOON!

Ueteran Owned Business

1AICAN G

Ya Mon, Serious Food.

Hﬂ..-GﬂTfﬁﬂ TUMON DEDEDO | MANGILAO | ORDER ONLINE!
472-2000 | 647-3000 | 633-4000 | 734-7000 | jamaicangrill.com

WEEKDAY LUNCH SPECIAL

MON-FRI OPEN~4PM

o oides $16.99 ‘
RLOIN STEAK(EE?) with25ies 3 I I!I DA I

‘

Anything
but

At TGIFridays, when it comes to a satisfying meal, you
can expect it to be anything but basic. Treat yourself to
a #hangoverburger topped with a skewer loaded with a
crispy fried mozzarella, tasty potato skin and zesty buf-
falo wing because more is always better. TGIFridays’s
menu has something for every appetite, big or small.
Want a little local flavor? Don’t miss TGIFriday’s island-
style specials featuring plenty of options from tropical
flavors to bold Guam favorites. From Loco Moco to beef
short ribs and tropical fruit cocktails, every bite and sip
are a guaranteed taste of paradise.

FRIDAYS B
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Coast Guard on Guam
shifting emphasis |
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)1 Members of the Coast Guard and
DrugEnforcement Administration
% hbard a China-flagged oil tanker
off Guam last month.
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Coast Guard shifts focus to border security

Guam expecting
at least two new
cutters next year

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes
The U.S. Coast Guard on Guam
is expecting at least two new
cutters next year, an addition
that would expand its operations
as the service reprioritizes bor-

7414,

der security.
The fast response cutters
USCGC Vincent Danz and
USCGC Jeffrey Palazzo should PR - : N = N
join U.S. Coast Guard Forces = = | N & o \ ' ' W) =7 (//;j/'j'y’iff

Micronesia/Sector Guam’s three
existing cutters by the end of
2026, according to sector spokes-
woman Chief Warrant Officer 2
Sara Muir.

The Coast Guard projects a
sixth cutter at Guam, but Con-
gress has yet to allocate funds for
it, Muir said by email. Congress
funded the Vincent Danz and
Jeffrey Palazzo in fiscal year
2024.

Ahead of the two cutters’ arriv-
al, Sector Guam is readjusting its
priorities to focus more on U.S.
domestic security and maritime
borders, said Muir and Cmdr.
Ryan Crose, sector deputy com-
mander.

“Our mission sets have re-
mained the same, but given our
limited resources out here in
Guam, we can’t always focus on
all the missions all the time,”
Crose said.

“So, we have sort of focused —
or transitioned our focus — to
border security and the integrity
of our territories.” he said.

Senior Coast Guard leadership
in Washington D.C., ordered the
shift, Muir added.

The Coast Guard is part of the
Department of Homeland Secur-
ity, now under Secretary Kristi
Noem.

To achieve that goal, Sector

A |

TRENTON JoNES/U.S. Coast Guard

Coast Guard and Drug Enforcement Administration teams arrive by small boat to board the China-flagged oil tanker Chang Hang Xi Wang off

Guam on March 23.

Jackson CoLLiNs/U.S. Coast Guard

The USCGC Myrtle Hazard sails between Guam and the Northern

Marianas Islands in March.

Guam is deploying its cutters
closer to islands like Guam and
Saipan, rather than farther out to

sea, Crose said.
However, new cutters would
allow more flexibility on deploy-

ments.

“Obviously, with more re-
sources, we’ll be able to continue
to focus on a larger set of our
missions, as opposed to sort of
having to pick and choose with
the limited number of resources
we currently have,” he said.

The pivot won’t affect the
Coast Guard’s commitment to
building strong relationships
with regional neighbors, which
remains a “cornerstone” for the
service, Muir said.

Coast Guard Forces Microne-
sia is responsible for 1.9 million
square miles — about 60% of the
size of the contiguous U.S. —
with its major focus on Guam,
Saipan and the Northern Mar-
ianas Islands.

Port security, unsafe ocean

crossings, illegal immigration
and other illicit maritime activity
remain among the Coast Guard’s
top concerns.

Over the past several years,
Saipan has become a pathway for
Chinese citizens to illegally enter
Guam, enabled in part by a no-
visa program that allows them to
stay up to two weeks.

Coast Guard efforts to close
that pathway appear to be paying
off, Muir said.

“Authorities note deterrence is
working; we’ve seen a decrease
in these crossings lately, which
shows our presence and team-
work are hitting the mark,” she
wrote.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
@AlexMNWilson

Smuggler sentenced for attempt to bring migrants to Guam

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

A Chinese man was sentenced
to a short federal prison term for
attempting to smuggle 12 Chi-
nese migrants from the Northern
Marianas Islands to Guam last
year, the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for the District of Guam an-
nounced.

The Northern Marianas Is-
lands District Court sentenced
Zhongli Pang, 36, to three months
in prison, with credit for time
served; one year of supervised
release; S0 hours of community
service; and a $200 fine, accord-
ing to a news release from the
U.S. Attorney’s Office.

Chief Judge Ramona Manglo-
na sentenced Pang on March 28,
according to court records. Pang
pleaded guilty Feb. 25 to conspi-
racy and aiding and abetting
transportation of illegal aliens
and conspiracy to defraud the
United States.

He will serve approximately
one month in prison after credit
with two months in jail prior to
sentencing, U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice spokeswoman Carmela Ra-
padas said by email.

Pang will likely be monitored
after his release from prison until
he either returns to China or is
formally deported from Saipan.

“We will continue to target

illegal aliens unlawfully traveling
between the [Commonwealth of
the Northern Marianas Islands]
and Guam,” U.S. Attorney Shawn
Anderson said in the news re-
lease. “The risk to personal safe-
ty is substantial.”

The route from Saipan — the
Northern Marianas Islands’ cap-
ital — to Guam over the past
several years has been regularly
used as a pathway for illegal
immigration, according to U.S.
authorities.

Both are U.S. territories, but
Saipan allows Chinese citizens to
stay without a visa for up to two
weeks.

Those who attempt to enter

Guam typically do so in search of
better pay or economic opportu-
nities.

Pang on June 23 attempted to
transport the 12 immigrants via a
small vessel, the Helen, but the
trip went awry when the boat ran
out of fuel. Coast Guard Forces
Micronesia/Sector Guam ulti-
mately had to rescue the 13 boa-
ters.

One passenger told investiga-
tors she had paid $3,500 to “Cap-
tain Pang” for the trip, according
to court records.

Chinese immigrants typically
pay between $3,000 and $5,000 to
be smuggled from Saipan to
Guam, Ha Noul Lee, a special

agent with Homeland Security
Investigations, said in the crimi-
nal complaint against Pang.

A separate, unrelated case
involving nine Chinese citizens
and two Northern Marianas citi-
zens was also recently concluded,
according to a March 17 news
release from the U.S. Attorney’s
Office.

The case bore many simi-
larities, including an overloaded
boat that ran out of gas.

All 11 were found guilty, with
sentences ranging from one year
probation to 15 months in federal
prison, as well as supervised
release, community service and
fines.
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New facility to boost Navy power resilience

Guam project part of Department of Defense initiative to improve energy efficiency, reliability

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

A joint venture between a U.S.
and Japanese construction com-
pany has secured a $97 million
Defense Department contract to
build energy storage facilities
aimed at shielding the U.S. Navy
on Guam from power outages.

Granite Construction Inc., of
Watsonville, Calif., and
Obayashi Corp., of Tokyo, will
build a 17,000-square-foot facil-
ity to house a battery storage

system at Naval Base Guam’s
Polaris Point, home to five nu-
clear-powered fast-attack sub-
marines with Submarine Squad-
ron 135.

The project will also include a
microgrid controller, with com-
pletion expected in June 2028,
according to a March 10 news
release from Granite.

“Granite remains committed
to advancing solutions that sup-
port the Navy’s mission and
contribute to a more sustainable

and reliable energy infrastruc-
ture,” the company said in its
news release.

With this project, the joint
venture has secured more than
$500 million in DOD contracts
on Guam, including more than
$404 million at Marine Corps
Base Camp Blaz, since 2017.

The battery energy storage
system, or BESS, will provide
“power resilience” in the event
of any power outage and is the
first microgrid project to in-

corporate such a system, accord-
ing to experts at Naval Facilities
Engineering Systems Command
Marianas.

“The project’s microgrid con-
troller will be integrated with
the BESS, with capability to
connect to other Navy distrib-
uted energy resources,” NAV-
FAC Marianas said in an email
from spokesman Corwin Col-
bert.

It will also be interconnected
with the existing power grid,

allowing it “to provide clean
power to the future Naval facil-
ities,” according to Granite’s
news release.

The project is part of a broad-
er DOD effort to improve “ener-
gy efficiency, resiliency and
reliability” through microgrids,
new technology and renewable
energy intiatives, according to
the command.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
@AlexMNWilson

Marines
to deploy
ship-killer
missile

By SETH RoBsoN
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Marine Corps plans
to deploy its new Navy-Marine
Expeditionary Ship Interdiction
System to the Philippines for the
first time during this month’s
Balikatan exercise, Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth said on
his recent stop in Manila.

Hegeseth, who toured Indo-
Pacific tour of Guam, Japan and
the Philippines recenlty, an-
nounced the NMESIS deploy-
ment at a press conference with
Philippine Secretary of National
Defense Gilberto Teodoro.

“We agreed that the United
States will deploy additional
advanced capabilities to the
Philippines,” Hegseth said, ac-
cording to a transcript on the
Department of Defense website.

“This includes using the NME-
SIS anti-ship missile system and
highly capable unmanned sur-
face vehicles in exercise Balika-
tan,” he said.

The annual exercise — Balika-
tan is Tagalog for “shoulder to
shoulder” — is scheduled to run
from April 21 to May 9. The U.S.
is sending 10,000 U.S. troops to
participate alongside 6,000 ser-
vice members from the Philip-
pines, Australia and Japan.

The deployment of NMESIS
and unmanned surface vehicles
will “hasten the introduction of
the technologies” to the Philip-
pine military, Teodoro said in
the DOD transcript.

A Marine Corps video re-
leased in February shows the
3rd Marine Littoral Regiment at
Marine Corps Base Hawaii
training with NMESIS ahead of

a

Jac

The 3rd Marine Littoral Regiment with the Navy-Marine Expeditionary Ship Interdiction System at Marine

Corps Base Hawaii in November.

Balikatan. The system arrived at
the base in November, according
to a news release by the regi-
ment.

The system allows the unit to
“make greater contributions to a
naval campaign,” 3rd Littoral
Combat Team commander Lt.
Col. Timothy Love said in the
Nov. 26 release. “In addition to
rifle companies capable of seiz-
ing and defending key maritime
terrain, 3d LCT’s missile battery
is now armed with mobile preci-
sion fires systems to support sea
denial operations.”

NMESIS is a key piece of
hardware for littoral regiments,
formed as part of the Marines’
Force Design plan to deploy
small units onto the Pacific’s
first island chain to take shots at
Chinese warships in a conflict.

The NMESIS system consists
of antiship Naval Strike Missiles

mounted on Joint Light Tactical
Vehicles. The missile alone costs
$2.194 miillion, according to a
Naval News report in November
2022.

A former Marine general has
reservations about the missiles’
limited reach.

Its 115-mile range is inferior to
the other services’ anti-ship
missiles, retired Marine Brig.
Gen. Jerry McAbee, a former
artillery officer, said by email
Monday to Stars and Stripes.

“It will contribute little to
nothing if the Chinese invade
Taiwan or anywhere else in the
Indo-Pacific,” he said.

The Army’s Typhon missile
system, positioned in the Philip-
pines since spring 2024, has a
range of more than 1,000 miles,
said retired Marine Col. Grant
Newsham, a senior researcher
with the Japan Forum for Stra-

tegic Studies.

“The Chinese are very un-
happy with the Typhon,” he said
in an email Monday. He ques-
tioned why the Marines have not
acquired the Army’s system.

Despite its relatively short
range, NMESIS could cause a lot
of trouble for an enemy force in
the Western Pacific, Newsham
said.

The missiles could be effective
in the Strait of Malacca, between
Indonesia and Malaysia, or the
Bashi Channel, which separates
the Philippines from Taiwan.

“The Philippine geography
also has a lot of tight maritime
terrain, so there’s plenty of plac-
es to deploy these missiles use-
fully — and provide coverage,”
he said.

US gives
Qatar OK
for MQ-9B

purchase

By LARA KORTE
Stars and Stripes

The State Department has
approved the potential sale of
MQ-9B drones to Qatar, advanc-
ing a deal with a key Middle East
ally amid ongoing fighting be-
tween U.S. forces and Houthi
militants in the region.

Qatar, home to the largest U.S.
military installation in the Mid-
dle East, has requested to buy
eight unmanned aircraft in addi-
tion to hundreds of bombs, mis-
siles and related equipment for a
total of $1.96 billion, the depart-
ment said in a statemen.

The contractors are General
Atomics Aeronautical, Lockheed
Martin, RTX and Boeing.

Qatari officials made the re-
quest to purchase the drones
back in 2020 but have faced de-
lays despite providing support
for the U.S. withdrawal from
Afghanistan and serving as a
conduit for talks with Iran and
Hamas.

The U.S. had been wary of
upsetting the balance of power in
the region. Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, both of
which are U.S. military partners,
have had a contentious relation-
ship with Qatar.

The MQ-9B, known as the
SkyGuardian, is a long-range
surveillance drone that can stay
in the air for more than 40 hours,
according to General Atomics
Aeronautical.

The approval of the arms sale
by the administration of Presi-
dent Donald Trump comes as
U.S. forces continue their oper-
ation against the Houthis.

robson.seth@stripes.com
@SethRobsonl
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MaxweLL ORLOSKY/U.S. Navy

The Arleigh Burke-class, guided-missile destroyers USS Winston S. Churchill, front, and USS Bainbridge, back, escort the USS Gerald R. Ford during a recent training event.

New anti-drone weapons protecting ships

Ford carrier group prepares for
possible deployment to Mideast

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

ABOARD THE USS GERALD
R. FORD — Two F-18 fighter jets
roared above the USS Gerald R.
Ford, flying past the aircraft
carrier in the direction of a de-
stroyer sitting on the horizon.

Four other destroyers were
also spread across the ocean as
the strike group conducted its
final training exercise recently in
the Atlantic, preparing for a
summer deployment that could
take the warships to the Middle
East, where Iran-backed Houthi
militants have been attacking
merchant vessels regularly. If
sent to the region, the strike
group will put newly adapted
counter-drone weapons to the
test as the Navy explores alterna-
tives to shooting down cheap
Houthi drones with multimillion-
dollar munitions.

The strike group’s Arleigh
Burke-class, guided-missile de-
stroyers will deploy with the
Coyote and Roadrunner systems,
two interceptor-style drone sys-
tems that the Navy has spent the
past year developing for ship-
based launches, two service
officials said. The Coyote and
Roadrunner systems, which were
modified from existing land-
based technologies, are special-
ized drones designed to stop
other drones before they reach
their intended targets. The new
weapons are intended to counter
Houthi drones for a fraction of

the price of a standard missile
typically used by the Navy.

“Those two systems are part of
that attempt to get after the cost
curve, give our commanding
officers more options to engage
the threat and ultimately be more
effective in defending a high-
value unit,” Capt. Mark Law-
rence, commander of Destroyer
Squadron 2, said aboard the Ford
as the aircraft carrier trained
some 100 miles off the East
Coast.

Six destroyers will support the
Ford during its deployment,
strike group leaders said. It is
unclear how many of the de-
stroyers will be Coyote and Roa-
drunner capable.

The Ford was the first aircraft
carrier sent to the Middle East in
late 2023 to help deter the Israel-
Hamas war from growing into a
regional conflict. The carrier,
homeported at Naval Station
Norfolk, Va., spent about two
months off the coast of Israel
before it returned to the United
States in January 2024.

The Ford and its strike group
are now preparing to pick up
where they left off — training for
a deployment that could task the
ships and the air wing with de-
fending merchant vessels from
Houthi drone attacks.

The rumble of fighter jets was
constant as F-18s honed landing
on and taking off from the Ford
as the carrier cruised the ocean.
The sway of the ship from the

CAITLYN BURCHETT/Stars and Stripes

An F/A-18 fighter jet prepares to launch off the USS Gerald R. Ford
as other jets maneuver the flight deck while the aircraft carrier’s

strike group conducts training.

waves appeared to have little
impact on pilots successfully
tail-hooking their aircraft on the
wires stretched across the flight
deck.

The strike group brought
aboard the nine-squadron air
wing and took to the sea with its
five U.S.-based destroyers for the
strike group’s Composite Train-
ing Unit Exercise, the final train-
ing event that tests their ability to
operate as a cohesive fighting
force. When the group completes
the training, which typically
takes three weeks, it will be certi-
fied to deploy.

Scrimping on expensive muni-
tions — without sacrificing the
effectiveness of the mission —
was highlighted during the Ford
strike group’s training.

“We are looking at ways that
we can be more effective against
the threats that are presented —
unmanned, specifically in this
case — and we are trying to find
ways to make sure that we are

going to have the deep missile
inventories we might need for
other contingencies,” Lawrence
said.

High-end threats

One-way attack drones are one
of the main weapons the Houthis
use to attack military and mer-
chant ships, according to U.S.
officials.

Since November 2023, the
Navy has defended against near-
ly 400 attacks using drones and
missiles in the waters of the Red
Sea, a pace that has seen U.S.
ships firing back at levels compa-
rable to World War II battles.

Navy forces have fired more
than 200 missiles and upward of
150 artillery rounds — missile
expenditures that have cost the
sea service hundreds of millions
of dollars, according to Missile
Defense Advocacy Alliance data.

As of January 2025, the Navy
had fired 120 SM-2 missiles,
priced at about $2.1 million

apiece. In addition, 80 SM-6
missiles were expended, costing
$3.9 million each. Twenty
Evolved Sea Sparrow and SM-3
missiles were also fired, which
range in price from $9.6 million
to $27.9 million.

Missile expenditures are likely
higher because the U.S. on
March 1S5 began striking Houthi
facilities in Yemen on an ongoing
basis. The strikes will continue,
the Pentagon has said, until