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Ups and downs

T he military child is faced with a unique 
experience full of challenge and opportu-
nity. This experience is different for ev-

ery child, and I am grateful for the one that I had. 
I was lucky to experience a childhood in the Pa-

-

world around me. There was much expected and 

-

not the easiest thing to do, it taught me that 

calm, an open mind and some understanding, I 
could walk into any situation knowing I could 
get through it. It also taught me that change can 

worked hard, I could accomplish anything I set 
my mind to.
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Let experiences

 guide you

Have you ever wondered what 
being a military child is like? 

If you ever wondered what being 
a military child is like, ask me 
because I’m a military child that 
knows all about a military child’s 
life. 

There are some ups & some 
downs. Let me tell you the ups 

an airplane. That’s always fun 
because I get to watch, sleep, 
and eat on the plane. When I PCS 
to a new place, I get to meet new friends and try new 
foods. The only reason I get to go to new places is because 

was born in as born in Japan out of 11 cousins and a lot 

of grown-ups. Other places I have been to are San Diego 
and Guam. I have also been to other places I just can’t 
remember them. Now my family is in Guam. There are so 
many friends I make along the way. These are some of my 

best friends Alice, Zoie, and Thisbe. 
I also have friends from San Diego 
like Cadence, Jada, and Abigail. 

downs. I really miss my dad or mom 
when they’re on deployment, or 
when we PCS. It’s fun, but I have 
to leave my friends too. That’s how 
I ended up in Guam. 

As you can see there are some 
ups and some downs, but do you 
agree that my military life is the 
best? It is! Now you know what 

being a military child is like. How would you feel if you 
were a military child? 

 – Elizabeth Burkart,
CDR William C. McCool Elementary Middle School
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EXPERIENCES:EXPERIENCES:Strive for your dreamsStrive for your dreams
entire life, it wasn’t a surprise to anyone when I decided 

-
terested youth. I was fortunate to have a line of military 
aviators as my instructors and that’s when I knew that I 

-

my four-year college experience in Colorado Springs.  I 
was challenged mentally and physically while there and 

different than I was. Having to learn how to get along 

-

imagine not having in my corner for the rest of my life. 

training, and, once again, we’ll jump into a new adven-
ture.  

-

-
reer. I encourage all those children who grow up with a 

and strive for their dreams – their experiences as a mili-
tary child will help see them through!
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Editor’s Note: The U.S. territory of Guam is comprised of 19 villages, many with their own distinct character, his-
tory and points of interest. Stripes Guam and Guampedia have joined forces to present this weekly feature on each 
of them in the hopes that it will help our readers get out – and get to know – our gracious hosts. To learn more about 
Guam’s people, history, culture and places, visit: guampedia.com

H agåtña is derived from the word “haga”, meaning 

-

the village’s name.

VVViilllaaagggeee hhissssttooorryyy

These dates indicate that Hagåtña was settled prior to the 
appearance of Latte, stone pillars and cup-shaped cap-
stones, approximately 1,100 years ago. Little is known 

-

-

-
it and 1602, approximately 74 ships with as many as 300 

-
rival of the ships and set out in their swift canoes to trade 
water and produce for iron.

During this period it is known that outsiders lived among 

the CHamoru people for long periods of time although there 

Whalers, pirates and traders

-

to have had contact with the islands during this same peri-
od. They were usually whalers, pirates preying on the Gal-
leons, or traders.

Luis de San Vitores in 1668. San Vitores is credited with 

Shortly after arriving on the island of Guam, he renamed 

of his holy father and patriarch.
-

cipal village. It is estimated that 1,000 people lived in the 
village that reportedly had 203 dwellings: 53 upper-class 

-
-

called, is reported to have donated land in Hagåtña for the 

-

Some have questioned the reason why the mission was 

TTTimmeeleesssss aas bblooood ittssellff 
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TThisss  vviilllaagggee aatt aa ggglaannce
• Population: As of the 2010 US Census, the village 

population was 1,051.
 Th John A. Cruz, Mayor, 2005-Pres-

ent; Felix F. Ungacta, Commissioner/Mayor, 1981-2005; 
Thomas F. Mendiola, Commissioner, 1973-1981; Lucas 
L. San Nicolas, Commissioner, 1962-1973; Juan D. 
Perez, Commissioner, 1952-1962; Antonio Suarez, Com-
missioner, 1918-1930; Joaquin Cruz Perez, Commis-
sioner, 1894-1899; Vicente dela Cruz, Deputy Commis-
sioner, (no date provided); Lorenzo Franquez, Deputy 
Commissioner, 1930; Lucas de Castro, Deputy Com-
missioner, (no date provided); Jesus de Rivera, Deputy 
Commissioner, (no date provided); Antonio Guerrero, 
Deputy Commissioner, 1832-1834 (Courtesy of Konseh-
elon Mahot Guåhan/the Mayor’s Council of Guam).

• Village description: Hagåtña, located in central Guam, 
is nestled between Agana Bay and the cliffs of Agana 

-
-

clared a city by a Spanish royal decree 40 March 1686 
as the capital of the Marianas, the residence of the 
Spanish governor and the site of the garrison.

  Guam’s main roadway, Marine Corps Drive, runs 
through the village from east to west. Another major 
artery, Route 4, dissects the village from the shoreline 
to the central part of the island, running east. Hagåtña 
borders the village of Tamuning in the east and Asan to 
the west.

  The capital of Guam, Hagåtña is the seat of the is-
land’s three branches of government: Judicial, Legisla-

Catholic Church. It is also home to numerous commer-

variety stores, insurance, technical and professional 
services and restaurants.

being home to a large number of Guam’s historical 
sites. The Guam Museum, Hagåtña boat basin (formally 

Public Library (formally the Nieves M. Flores Memorial 
Library) and numerous public facilities are also located 
within the village.

  As opposed to the island’s historical past, Hagåtña is 
currently one of the least populated villages on the is-
land. Residential homes primarily are located below the 
cliff at the western portion of the village.

– By Konsehelon Mahot Guåhan, 
The Mayor’s Council of Guam

chronicled San Vitores’ life in -

several villages on the island when the:
Nobles made it a point of honor that he live in their vil-

lage. After all, the superior of all the fathers should live in 
the principal village. According to Garcia, Father San Vi-
tores was not happy with this situation but made the best 
of it saying, ‘I am not a prisoner here without consolation, 
obeying the divine disposition of affairs as if it were the 
most glorious of missions.’ Garcia said, ‘But what the devil 
planned in order to block the spread of the Faith, the Lord 
used as a means to establish it more solidly. He [San Vi-
tores] made Agadña the stronghold for Christianity in the 
islands, with a church and a house of the Society of Jesus.’

Violence erupted within a few months of the arrival of 
San Vitores, due to growing opposition to the missionaries’ 
teachings — which clashed with the traditional practices 

hostile CHamoru faction tried unsuccessfully to drive the 
Spanish out once and for all, though uprisings continued 

-
ish colony.

From Spanish hands to American
During this time, Hagåtña remained the principal village 

-
ish government. In 1687 it was formally named as a city 

-
tal. Hagåtña remained the seat of the Spanish government 

surrendered their arms to Captain Henry Glass of the USS 

-

the island.

Hagåtña and in effect was the acting or Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Guam. Safford, a naturalist, kept a journal of his 
year-long residence on the island that provides detailed de-
scriptions of the village of Hagåtña.

Several streets diverging from the entrance to the town, 
more or less in the direction parallel to the beach and to 
the cliffs back of the town. Everything clean and tidy; best 
houses of masonry with tiled roofs, others of frame or bam-
boo thatched with coconut leaves or Nipa palm. All of them 
raised from the ground. Reached the Plaza de Magallanes, 
upon which face the Palace or Government House, and 
other public buildings including the Tribunal. Behind the 
Palace rises the steep escarpment of a plateau on the brink 
of which is an old fort and powder magazine now used as a 
signal station; on the west side of the plaza are the Public 
Treasury and the barracks of the native troops; on the east 
side the church, the palace and government store house 
are on the south side; and the tribunal and several private 
dwellings on the north side.

-
ments were made to the village and a new hospital was 

-
ña, the old Spanish seat of government in the center of the 
village. The population of the village steadily grew from 
7,432 in 1920 to more than 10,000 in 1940.

Japanese takeover

-

-

-
-

jor damage or were destroyed.

Post-war rebuilding
-
-

Paseo de Susanna. The federal government, and later the 
government of Guam condemned large tracts of land and 

villages resources. In some cases this action left original 
landowners without any property in the village. The village 
population plummeted from 10,004 in 1940 to only 800 in 
1950, a ninety-two percent decrease.

By 1960 the population had grown to 1,642. The village 
reported the second highest median family income on the 
island with the largest group of workers engaged in whole-

-
istration.

In 1962, a mandatory security clearance required of vis-
itors to the island was lifted. The security clearance had 

-

-
lage of Hagåtña.

-
ment and commerce on the island, the new tourism indus-
try shifted the focus from Hagåtña to Tumon. The island 

-

1970 with the largest group of workers engaged as crafts-
men and carpenters while the wholesale and retail trades 
reported 175 less workers than in 1960.

By 1980, the village population had shrunk to 896, 

the village to its traditional name, Hagåtña. Today, the vil-
lage remains the seat of the island’s government as well as 
a center of commerce and trade. The village’s residential 
population is only a shadow of its former self. This fact 

-
-
-

preserve and protect the heritage and economic vitality of 
Guam’s capital city.
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Senator Angel Leon Guerrero Santos Memorial
Park/Latte Stone Park

-
-
-

in 2005 in honor of the Guam Legislature senator’s ef-

-
sion Chamoru, an indigenous activist group.

The park contains eight latte (stone pillars with cap-
-

in these locations.

Japanese World War II Caves

-

of supplies and shelter. One cave entrance is located di-
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Lujan House

-

moved to the Lujan House. Students paid a monthly fee 

Plaza de España
-
-

-

have survived until the 21st century include:
• 

-
seum within the Garden House, though it has since 

-

• -
ture left of the Spanish palace. In 1933, the U.S. Na-

which was originally an open terrace.
• The Chocolate House functioned as a merienda place, 

Guam and their families entertained, serving morning 

House contains two of the oldest Spanish coat of arms 
on Guam. One is made from soft greenstone dated 

• -

• 
administration, including the more that nine-foot 

was listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
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Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral-Basilica

-
orus constructed the original wooden thatched chapel 
from 1669 to 1670 under the direction of Padre Diego 

-
-

comed San Vitores and his fellow priests. The chief of 

men were padres, he invited them to his village. Chief 

of the Cathedral-Basilica are:
•

• -
ful chapel to the side of the existing church.

•

• 
designated a Cathedral. This structure survived until 

-
-

sion.
•
•

minor Basilica.
• In 1998, the church underwent major renovations to 

history and culture and a gift shop.

One of the principal features of the Cathedral-Basil-

discovered the statue, during the late 17th century. It is 

spite of its great weight.
By the mid 1800s, it was transferred and permanently 

Santo Papa as Juan Pablo Dos Monument

to the island. The statue stands on a median on Chalan 

-

turn every 12 hours; the motor no longer works.

Spanish Bridge

-
ue of La Sirena, Guam’s legendary mermaid.

originally connected the districts of San Ignacio and 

was listed on the National Register of Historic Sites on 

Guam Museum

heart of Hagåtña, Guam, is a government of Guam 
owned museum focused on the history of Guam. Its of-

-

-
-

ana Islands.  It is hoped to encourage people to engage 
in dialogue, to share multiple perspectives and experi-

Guam Congress Building
The newly-restored Guam Congress Building holds 

of the island’s senators. The Guam Legislature returned 

-

Guam in 1950.
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See more of what Guam has to offer at:

GUAM.STRIPES.COM
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VILLAGE: The Guam Museum a highlight
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Gadao’s Cave
A cave of famous petroglyphs named after 

Gadao, the ancient chief of Inarajan

360guam.wordpress.com

T his is a fantastically short 
hike to one of Guam’s most 

-

you are driving through the South.

Quick Stats
Location: Inarajan
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shoes for walking on 
sharp limestone

Directions 
FROM CENTRAL AND NORTH 
GUAM
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Region: Southeast
 Very Easy

Time: 5 – 10 Minutes, Allow 30 
Minutes

Length: .06 of a Mile
Elevation Gain: 22 Feet
Sight: Caves
Cool Stuff: Pictographs, Ancient 

Chamorro History
What To Bring: Closed-toe 
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Trail Guide
straight through the weeds to-

Soon the trail will veer to the left 

-
line.

may see looking through the trees 
-

ing straight until you see a reddish 
rock structure, with a ridge along 
the middle with a clearly etched 

this ridge with just a couple of 
rocks to step up, and walk along 
the rock wall on this middle level.

The opening to your left is the 
mouth of the cave, and the picto-

to your left as you enter.
There is a nice spot to sit and 

over look the ocean if you keep 
walking forward, to the right, 

through the small opening in the 
rocks, outside of Gådao’s Cave, 
towards the tip of the peninsula 
or carefully walk across the spiky 
limestone closer to the water. Here 
is a larger, more open overhang 
with a lovely view of the ocean.

To leave, return the way you 
came.

�������	
�����	�	����	��

date cave art, we have a large peri-
od of time from when these paint-

guess would place them within the 

-
ing around 1521. Since we do not 
know whether or not some of the 

we cannot place if these paintings 

Guampedia says that the paint 

-
ger. On the west wall, to the right 
when you enter the cave, there are 

2 to 20 centimeters in height, de-
picting human- and animal-look-

popular pictographs are on the east 
wall (to the left upon entering the 

stand together, with one perhaps 
something in his or her hand. It is 

Chief Gadao of Inarajan and Chief 

depicted in their folktale (retold to 

man and woman.

Thompson studied the cave paint-
-

cave paintings in Talofofo and 
-

North. Other cave paintings have 

-
-

islands, please visit:  www.guampedia.com/chamorro-cave-art

These poles
mark the start 
of the private 

driveway
Park on to the right 

before passing

Keep out 
sign just 

here

View directly to the 
right of the cable 

poles:
Trail begins here.
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Stripes Guam is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. 

This newspaper is authorized for publication by the 

Department of Defense for members of the military services 

overseas. However, the contents of Stripes Guam are unofficial, 

and are not to be considered as the official  views of, or 

endorsed by, the U.S. government, including the Department 

of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, 

Stripes Guam may be distributed through official channels 

and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and 

isolated locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including 

inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of 

those products by the Department of Defense or Stars and 

Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication 

shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage 

without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 

age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or 

any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

Call G.A.I.N. (Guam Animals In Need) Animal Shelter in Yigo at 
653-4246 or visit <www.guamanimals.org> for more information 
on adopting this pet. G.A.I.N. is a shelter-based humane society 
with a mission to prevent cruelty to animals, educate the public 
and promote good animal laws. Under Water World will donate 
one adult admission for every Pet of the Week adopted.

G.A.I.N. Pet of the Week

– Daryl Talbot

Honeydew 
Tortie Cat • 1 year and 1 month old • Female •

Up to date with vaccines • Spayed • Microchipped

Sweet Honeydew is available for adoption! 
She loves to take naps and bask in the 
sunrays. We often see her looking out 
her window (probably dreaming of a cozy 
home and a loving family). Please make her 
dreams come true and adopt her!
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women's org. 7 Secondhand
46 One of a 1492 8 Forward eraser

trio 9 Super Bowl side
47 Whopper topper 10 Two in a 
51 Paddler's target Dickens title
53 Nonreader 11 Remove from a 
55 American in computer

Paris, e.g. 12 REI purchase
57 Graphic ___ 13 Therefore
58 San ___, Calif. 19 Wear down
59 Place to broil 21 Madhouse
60 Guitar ridge 25 Army meal 
61 Scatter buddy
62 Blue jay's abode 27 Repair bill line
63 First-timer 28 Military no-show

ACROSS
1 Motel amenity
5 Starchy side, 

slangily
9 Sharper than 90

degrees
14 Giggly Muppet
15 Apart from this
16 Like some points
17 Mideast's Gulf 

of ___
18 Keep in office
20 Heist planner, 

perhaps
22 Grooving on
23 Classroom units
24 Weighty works
26 Row producer
27 Statue's stand
30 B, on the peri-

odic table
33 Gets too much 

sun
34 Astonishment
35 Pastor's flock
36 "Who ___ we DOWN 29 Periscope part 45 Gear catch

kidding?" 1 Oyster's prize 30 Voting coalition 47 Toys with tails
37 Where dos are 2 Nostalgic 31 Sworn promise 48 Fictional Potter

done number 32 Calligrapher's 49 Total
39 Needing no Rx 3 Bad signs supply 50 Sauce with basil
40 Eccentric 4 Horse with high 33 Troop group 51 Roulette bets
42 Paper producers odds 38 Gliders and 52 Off-ramp
43 Some lab 5 Peaceful fighters 54 Cleanse, to a 

workers 6 Answers to 41 Moving about poet
45 Patriotic charges 44 Desert illusion 56 Kind of truck

Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Copyright 2024 by The Puzzle Syndicate

Answers to Previous Crossword:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

S T U B S H O O M U S E
T Y L E R P E O N A S I A
O R A T E E X P E C T I N G
P O N T I A C S I L E N C E

B O N I T O L A R G E R
C H A R M A U D L I N
O A T M E T R O M A T T E
A V O C A D O U S E L E S S
X E R O X R A B I D M A P

M I S S I L E S P R Y
D A P P L E R E V I L E
E P A U L E T R E B I R T H
C A S T A S I D E I D A H O
A C H E A L O E S E T U P
Y E A R W E N D R E D S

corporation composed of volunteer leaders 

the unique natural destinations on our island.

Complete 10
 Boonie Stomp 

  hikes to earn a fre
e 

      
 Boonie Stomp 

      
     T

-Shirt.

sites, waterfalls, mountains, caves, latte 

page.  The cost is $5.00 for hikers over 

their own transportation. Guam’s trails are 

reservations required.

REMINDER!  We no longer meet at Chamorro 
Village.  We meet at the trailhead.  

Boonie Stomps Guam
SCHEDULE 2024
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Tarzan Swim Hole

For more information:
www.facebook.com/

GuamBoonieStompers

Dates Locations

Apr. 20 (Sat.) Togoun- Umatac
(Medium: Kid friendly)

Apr. 27 (Sat.)

May. 4 (Sat.) Upper Imong 

May. 11 (Sat.) Talofofo Caves  
(Medium) 

May. 18 (Sat.) Maemong Rivers & Caves 

May. 25 (Sat.) Tarzan Swim Hole  
(Medium: Kid friendly)
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Soldiers take part in a human machine integration dem-
onstration using the Ghost Robotic Dog, and the U.S.
Army Small Multipurpose Equipment Transport of new
U.S. Army capabilities in Fort Irwin, Calif.

SAMARION HICKS/U.S. Army

Creating 
a ‘kill web’
Project Convergence connects
troops, sensors and weapons
to lethal effect. Page 2
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CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. —
Army Rangers send a swarm of
small drones out over the Marine
Corps base in Southern Cali-
fornia in search of potential tar-
gets. Off the coast, Navy de-
stroyers stand by ready to fire, if
called upon.

Meanwhile, Marine logisti-
cians just off the shore move
supplies onto land using autono-
mous boats to transport gear
close to the coastal base and
unmanned drones to deliver the
equipment to troops on land.

Farther away, Air Force fight-
er jets patrol desert training
ranges near Nellis Air Force
Base in Las Vegas in search of
enemy aircraft. And at White
Sands Missile Range, N.M., Army
special operators conduct secre-
tive reconnaissance missions,
quietly closing in on potential
adversaries to gather intelli-
gence.

These training operations
across the western United States
in recent weeks were linked
together by top Army leaders
working from a command center
at Camp Pendleton, connecting
those troops, their intelligence-
gather sensors and their weapons
to form a so-called “kill web,” as
part of broad experiment to share
targeting information and other
data at breakneck speeds among
all U.S. military services.

The experiment, known as
Project Convergence, was the
largest effort yet to pull the ser-
vices together under a single
command and control apparatus
to choose the best weapon in the
Pentagon’s arsenal to destroy a
target quickly. Dubbed the Com-
bined Joint All Domain Com-
mand and Control, or CJADC2,
Pentagon leaders, including
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin,
have called it the Defense De-
partment’s top technology pri-
ority, and plan to spend some $1.4
billion on the program next year,
according to its fiscal 2025 bud-
get proposal.

Military leaders believe con-
necting all the military services
sensors — from satellites in outer
space to aircraft in the skies and
from ships at sea to infantrymen
on the front lines — in a commu-
nications network is the best way
to fight, should U.S. troops find
themselves in a conflict with
near-peer rivals such as China or
Russia, which have spent heavily

in recent years on new military
technology.

In one instance during the
experiment, a Marine F-35
stealth fighter discovered an
enemy target, relayed the in-
formation to an Air Force battle
management node and an Army
artillery battery blasted the tar-
get with a missile — all in sec-
onds. That kind of success — rare
in a military where the branches
speak with jargon unique to their
own troops and use weapons
systems developed specifically
for their branch — proves
CJADC2 can work in future con-
flict, said Lt. Gen. Ross Coffman,
the deputy commander for Army
Futures Command, who helped
lead the experiment.

“There’s no Army fight.
There’s no Marine Corps fight,”
Coffman said March 5 at Camp
Pendleton as Project Conver-
gence prepared to move its 2024
capstone experiment from a
maritime fight at the Marine base

to a desert operation at the Ar-
my’s National Training Center at
Fort Irwin, Calif., some 150 miles
northeast. “There’s a joint fight.
… Each of our services are ex-
tremely capable. I would say the
best in the world. When those
five services come together in
exercises like this, we form a fist,
and that fist delivers an incred-
ible punch.”

The experiment at Camp Pen-
dleton and Fort Irwin from Feb.
23 through March 20, included
two distinct focus areas, both
aimed at transforming how the
military fights.

The initial phase at Camp Pen-
dleton focused on the ability to
move massive amounts of data —
the intelligence collected by
military sensors — between the
U.S. services and several allies,
including the United Kingdom,
Australia and New Zealand, and
linking together offensive and
defensive firing capabilities.

The second phase at NTC fo-

cused on human-machine in-
tegration in combat formations —
adding small airborne drones
and ground robots into the Ar-
my’s front-line fighting units to
expand firepower and reduce
risk of harm to the troops closest
to the enemy.

The Army launched Project
Convergence in 2020 as a small
experiment aimed at drastically
reducing the time it takes to
attack a target after identifying it
on the battlefield. Futures Com-
mand worked to link various
Army sensors across the battle-
field — such as drones, radar
systems and technology in sol-
diers’ hands — to command-and-
control nodes outfitted with arti-
ficial intelligence designed to
rapidly determine what the tar-
get was and what weapon would
best eliminate it. Coffman, who
also led the 2020 version of Pro-
ject Convergence, touted at the
time his team’s ability to cut
targeting processes from tens of

minutes to tens of seconds, in
some cases.

In three subsequent iterations
of Project Convergence, the Ar-
my has continued to shave time
off its targeting processes, Coff-
man and other officials said. This
year, processing times to find a
target, verify it and strike it im-
proved since the initial experi-
ment in 2020 was held at Yuma
Proving Ground in Arizona, said
Alex Miller, who serves as the
top technology adviser to Gen.
Randy George, the Army’s chief
of staff. Miller and Coffman de-
clined to provide specifics about
targeting timing in the experi-
ment, citing concerns about re-
vealing too much to adversaries.

“We did see things that took
minutes of very human-central
processing go down to seconds
because the workflows were
entirely automated,” Miller said.
“So, what we did see is from a
sensor to someone who could
affect a target — two orders of
magnitude reduction at times.
And it was pretty awesome.”

The Army gradually expanded
Project Convergence in recent
years, adding other services to its
second major experiment and
several allied militaries later.
This year, Project Convergence
has grown to encompass a varie-
ty of experiments built into train-
ing exercises in the Indo-Pacific
Command area of operations and
the European theater, Coffman
said. It will continue later this 

Experiment connects services in battle
Troops, sensors
and weapons
combine to form
so-called ‘kill web’

BY COREY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

PHOTOS BY COREY DICKSTEIN/Stars and Stripes

Army Maj. John Donaho, a capability integrator team leader for Joint Modernization Command, top left, explains the scenarios and battlespace
involved in the Army’s 2024 Project Convergence capstone event at Camp Pendleton, Calif.

“When those five
services come
together in
exercises like this,
we form a fist, and
that fist delivers an
incredible punch.”

Lt. Gen. Ross Coffman 
Army Futures Command

Self-driving tactical vehicles move themselves during a demonstration
of emerging technologies.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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year with another exercise in
INDOPACOM.

Coffman described the pro-
gram going forward as a contin-
uous “campaign of learning.”
The experiments served as the
capstones for Project Conver-
gence in 2024, which the Army
had planned to pour some $90
million into this year, according
to service budget documents.

“We started very small, prov-
ing tech [in the initial Project
Convergence] and now today
we’re talking across services,
we’re passing data across servic-
es, and proving that we can work
together to protect through de-
fensive fires and affect through
offensive fires,” Coffman said.

The project used a Joint Track
Management Capability data
bridge built by the Missile De-
fense Agency to link all the ser-
vices’ components together on a
single network, he said. The
bridge allowed the services and
allies to pass data back and forth
at rates the Pentagon had never
attempted previously.

“This bridge absolutely al-
lowed us to pass information
from multiple sensors to multiple
shooters, so that an Army sensor
passed data to a shooter in every
service, and the other services’
sensors passed data to all the
other services,” Coffman said. “It
worked magnificent. It was able
to pass the amount of data that
we have not seen before … in-
creasing it tenfold, and it abso-
lutely was able to pass that data
and get it to the right shooter.”

Machine speed
Inside a military tent, Army

Maj. John Donaho stands before
a large projection of the expan-
sive battlespace and military
assets involved in the first phase
of Project Convergence. The
battlespace spreads out from
Camp Pendleton, the experi-
ment’s “nerve center,” as far east
as Joint Base McGuire—Dix—
Lakehurst, N.J., and as far west
as Australia, said Donaho, who
leads a Joint Modernization Com-
mand capabilities integrations
team for Army Futures Com-
mand.

The massive battlespace was
meant to represent the challeng-
es presented by fighting a con-
flict in the Indo-Pacific Com-
mand area of operations, which
spans nearly half the globe’s land
area and the Pacific Ocean. The
region is the Pentagon’s top se-
curity priority, highlighted by
China, which is considered the
top U.S. challenge as it expands
its military and conducts in-
creasingly destabilizing oper-
ations in the region, according to
Adm. John Aquilino, the com-
mander of INDOPACOM.

At Project Convergence, mil-
itary leaders worked to ensure
that a commander at Camp Pen-
dleton had nearly real-time con-
trol of his forces across that huge
swath of the globe — from artil-

lery batteries in northern Austra-
lia and at Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Wash., to Navy de-
stroyers and littoral combat ships
operating in waters between
Hawaii and California, and air-
craft flying throughout the re-
gion, Donaho said. The key is the
automation brought by artificial
intelligence and machine learn-
ing that allow any of those troops
across the globe to relay informa-
tion quickly to the commander
who can then make a decision
with that data, the major said.

There are multiple reasons
why the Pentagon wants to has-
ten its targeting practices to
allow commanders to make those
decisions “at machine speed,”
Donaho said. In some cases,
targets might only present them-
selves for a small window of
time.

“So, if something’s only there
for 10 or 20 minutes, we don’t
have time for 15 telephone oper-
ators along the way to pass that
message up, get a decision, and
then pass it all the way back
down to the person who is then
tasked to hit that red button to
make the rocket go boom,” Dona-
ho said March 5 at Camp Pendle-
ton. 

But Pentagon leaders also
believe by speeding up the ability
to share targeting information
and other data between all ser-
vices operating in a battlespace,
it will also save them precious
resources, including expensive
missiles, which defense leaders
fear would be at a premium in
the early days of a conflict with a

power competitor such as China.
Without a common operating

picture among the services
through a program such as
CJADC2, the separate branches
might end up “double targeting
or triple targeting” an enemy
asset that reveals itself, said Vice
Adm. Michael Boyle, the com-
mander of the San Diego-based
3rd Fleet. Boyle led the Navy’s
contributions to Project Con-
vergence.

“If we can’t connect ourselves
together, we’re going to all build
individual stovepipe plans,”
Boyle told reporters March 5.
“But if we can connect together,
then we can draw from a single
magazine across the joint force.
We don’t have unlimited maga-
zines … so this enables us to pick
whatever magazine we need to
pick from.”

The technology on display at
Project Convergence was not
limited to the efforts to connect
sensors and shooters and share
data across all the military ser-
vices. Coffman said the Army has
also used the platform to test the
latest technology it hopes to bring
to its formations in the coming
years, including self-driving
tactical vehicles, small drones
and robots capable of firing ma-
chine guns or other weapons.

Machines before humans
A four-legged robot resem-

bling a dog marches through the
streets of a small village built on
NTC’s vast desert training
grounds. The semi-autonomous
ground drone, which weighs

about 110 pounds, is built to pro-
vide a soldier with a new means
of reconnaissance — “acting as
their eyes and ears” on the
ground, according to Army offi-
cials.

The robotic dog can run about
three hours and span distances
beyond 6 miles, according to its
manufacturer Ghost Robotics.
The robot can move through
water, climb stairs and send live
360-degree imagery back to its
operators. For troops serving on
the frontlines, it offers them the
ability to stay hidden as it search-
es potentially dangerous areas,
officials said.

The Army has been experi-
menting with robotic dogs and
other ground robots at Fort
Moore, Ga., in recent months.
But at Project Convergence, it
used the new technology for the
first time in a major combat
training operation. During the
experiment, soldiers from sever-
al units, including the 82nd Air-
borne Division, the 3rd Armored
Corps and the 316th Cavalry
Brigade, tested dozens of robotic
and autonomous machines as
they fought their way into NTC’s
training grounds.

While soldiers have been using
small aerial drones at NTC and in
other training and combat envi-
ronments for years, ground ro-
botics have lagged behind their
airborne counterparts, said Mill-
er, the tech adviser to the Army
chief of staff.

“We’ve learned that ground
robotics is a super hard prob-
lem,” he said, comparing it to

Tesla and other car manufactur-
ers’ long-running quest to devel-
op safe self-driving cars.

But Army officials believe
ground robots, like small un-
manned aerial systems, are crit-
ical to building a force that can
survive in large scale combat
operations against an enemy with
similar firepower to U.S. forces.

In such an environment, Coff-
man said, it will be important
that American troops make ini-
tial contact against enemy forces
“with the machines before hu-
mans.”

“That is ground and air robots
that can move forward to identify
where the enemy is, and if some-
thing goes … terribly wrong and
the enemy identifies [the robot],
then they have shot, and now we
know where they are and how we
can [attack] them,” the general
said. “Everyone on the battlefield
can then move to a position of
relative advantage, rather than
anyone being shot” in that initial
firefight.

The Army chose to move the
training midway from Camp
Pendleton to Fort Irwin to test its
robots in its most demanding
environment, where the desert
routinely wreaks havoc on the
soldiers who train there each
month and their equipment.

If the robots and human sol-
diers can work together on NTC’s
austere grounds, they can likely
operate in most any environment
to which they are sent, Coffman
said.

George, the Army chief of
Staff, said Project Convergence
might help the Army hasten its
pace at integrating some robots
into its traditional combat units.

“This is a fast-moving train,”
George told reporters. “It needs
to be. We have a real sense of
urgency to get after this.” 

The Army will continue exper-
imenting with robots as it moves
forward into the next phase of
Project Convergence, officials
said. The service plans to con-
duct experiments under the Pro-
ject Convergence umbrella in the
summer during the Valiant
Shield 2024 wargames in the
INDOPACOM region. And the
service requested some $73 mil-
lion to continue Project Con-
vergence in fiscal 2025.

“The lessons we’re learning
are going to be applied in the
next Pacific exercise, then in
Europe. We’re stringing these
lessons learned together with
real exercises … so we can con-
tinually improve,” Coffman said.
“It’s worth it. It’s worth every
penny. The readiness of the joint
force and the partnership with
our allies is invaluable. When
called upon, the women and men
of this nation, women, men of
other nations will fight side-by-
side, preserve liberty, and the
cost of this … experiment is
worth every penny to ensure that
can happen.”

dickstein.corey@stripes.com

COREY DICKSTEIN/Stars and Stripes

Army Rangers from the 2nd Ranger Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, take cover while controlling a drone
swarm during a demonstration during Project Convergence at Camp Pendleton, Calif. 
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A command’s novel approach
to protecting troops from sun
exposure in one of the nation’s
warmest states has soldiers past
and present weighing in on
whether the boonie hat is the
right fit for the Army.

News of the authorization at
Fort Bliss in Texas to wear the
boonie, officially designated the
sun hat by the Army, spread on
social media with posts on un-
official Army and military Red-
dit pages.

Reactions have been over-
whelmingly positive, with many
applauding the decision as good
for morale, though several com-
menters were skeptical with the
posts being so close to April
Fools’ Day. 

“This is how little it takes to
make enlisted Soldiers happy.
Somebody finally gets it,” a
commenter wrote on the Private
News Network Facebook page,
which is a self-described mil-
itary entertainment site. 

Other social media users
disagreed with the move, saying
the boonie has a comical and
unprofessional appearance. 

“This is the stupidest hat the
Army has to offer,” a user on
the Army subreddit page wrote.
“You goobers look like you’re
about to go on safari.”

Another Reddit user called it
the Army’s most practical hat,
albeit one that “looks like a

rumpled diaper half the time.”
Nevertheless, soldiers from

bases in Arizona, Colorado and
Kansas expressed their desire
across multiple social media
platforms for boonie hats at
their installations.

Maj. Gen. James P. Isenhow-
er III, commanding general of
the 1st Armored Division at
Fort Bliss, has authorized sol-
diers to wear boonie hats on the
post and surrounding training
areas since October, said Lt.
Col. Kimbia Rey, a spokeswo-
man for the division. 

Army regulations allow com-
manders to authorize the hat in
field environments, on work
details or in other places where
the patrol cap isn’t practical.
The sun hat has a wide brim to
provide more protection to a
soldier’s face, ears and neck
than the patrol cap or beret. 

Neighboring city El Paso is
commonly referred to as “Sun
City,” with an average of more
than 300 sunny days per year,
Rey said.

Ultraviolet light overexposure
from sunlight and tanning beds
is the most preventable cause of
skin cancers, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. The American Can-
cer Society estimates 3.3 million
people in the U.S. are diagnosed
with non-melanoma skin can-
cers each year. 

“If you’ve ever been stationed
at Bliss, you’d understand why
this has been a long time com-
ing,” a commenter identifying
himself as an Army veteran
wrote on Facebook. “Bliss is a
different kind of duty station
when it comes to the sun.”

Another commenter identify-
ing himself as a soldier with 19

years of service wrote on Face-
book that “as someone who has
had skin cancer cut off his face,
I support this.” 

All soldiers, whether perma-
nently stationed, on temporary
duty or visiting Fort Bliss, are
authorized to wear the boonie
hat. There is no temperature or
seasonal requirement for autho-
rized wear, Rey said. 

Wearing the boonie at Bliss
comes with some restrictions.
Along with the requirements
outlined in Army guidance,
Isenhower issued rules regard-
ing formations and ceremonies.
It can only be worn in forma-
tions if all soldiers wear them,
and at outdoor ceremonies, all
soldiers must wear either the
boonie or patrol cap without
mixing the two, Rey said.

Although the sun hat has
been an issued Army clothing
item dating back to the Vietnam
War era, wear outside of com-
bat or training environments
has been rare. 

Graduates of the 25th In-
fantry Division’s Jungle Oper-
ations Training Course are au-
thorized to wear the boonie as
their garrison headgear in the
Pacific theater. A small pop-
ulation of soldiers across the
Army also have been authorized
to wear it as a part of medical
treatment plans. 

JESSICA SCOTT/U.S. Army 

Soldiers wear sun hats, better known as boonies, on the Jungle Operations Training Course at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, in 2021. Graduates
of the course are authorized to wear the boonie as their garrison headgear in the Pacific theater.

Healthy headgear or floppy fail?
Army has authorized soldiers to wear the boonie hat at Fort Bliss in Texas

BY BRADLEY LATHAM
Stars and Stripes

atham.bradley@stripes.com 
@BradLat24

Reddit 

Maj. Gen. James P. Isenhower III, commander of 1st Armored
Division, Spc. Christian Sutton and Command Sgt. Maj. James Light
wear their sun hats, better known as boonies, at Fort Bliss, Texas.

Lou Conter, the last living
survivor of the USS Arizona
sinking, died recently at his
home in Grass Valley, Calif. He
was 102.

His death was announced in a
news release by Historic Pacific
Parks, a not-for-profit orga-
nization that supports preserva-
tion of and education about sig-
nificant sites in the region.

Conter was the last of 335
sailors and Marines who sur-
vived the destruction of the Ari-
zona during the Dec. 7, 1941,
attack on Pearl Harbor. A total of
1,177 crew members after Japa-
nese planes dropped armor-

piercing bombs
on the battle-
ship.

Conter’s death
leaves fewer
than two dozen
veterans of the
Pearl Harbor
attack known to
be living.

For years, Conter, donned in
Navy whites, had been a fixture
at the annual Dec. 7 commem-
orations held at the Pearl Harbor
National Memorial in Hawaii. He
remained vigorous until recent
years and often served as a
spokesman for the dwindling
coterie of survivors.

He did not attend the cere-
mony the past three years due to
health issues, but he was present
via recorded messages played
for the audience.

“For those of us who survived
that terrible day, we all shared
something in common,” Conter
said in the 2021 recording. “Dec.
7, 1941, changed our lives — not
just for those of us who were on
the USS Arizona or at Pearl
Harbor but throughout the Unit-
ed States. It affected those of us
who served as well as our fam-
ilies, our friends and our neigh-
bors.”

The second-to-last living Ari-
zona survivor, Howard “Ken”
Potts, died about a year ago at
age 102.

Conter epitomized what it
meant to be a member of the
Greatest Generation, which
fared the Great Depression and
spent nearly four years at war
against Imperial Japan and Nazi
Germany, said Aileen Utterdyke,
president and CEO of Pacific
Historic Parks.

“He had an exemplary career
in the Navy and was steadfast in
imploring the schools, parents
and everyday Americans to al-
ways remember Pearl Harbor,”
she said.

Last survivor
of Arizona
sinking dies 

BY WYATT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

olsen.wyatt@stripes.com

Conter 
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FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii —
About 2,500 years ago, the Chi-
nese philosopher and general
Sun Tzu counseled military strat-
egists that to know the enemy,
become the enemy.

U.S. Army Pacific has taken to
heart that ancient advice to de-
velop a deep understanding of an
adversary’s mindset with the
launch of a course on the China
Way of War.

The weeklong course was pilot-
ed last fall, offered in Hawaii for
the first time in February and
will be pushed out across the
Indo-Pacific region in coming
months.

China and America are not
enemies, of course, but they are
deeply entwined in an economic,
diplomatic and military competi-
tion. U.S. Secretary of Defense
Lloyd Austin has described Chi-
na’s military as America’s “pac-
ing challenge.”

“We wanted people within this
command to think about how
China thinks,” Michael Schaefer,
director of training at Army Pa-
cific, said recently at Fort Shaf-
ter.

As compelling as the course
may seem, China Way of War
covers a much wider gamut than

outright combat.
“It doesn’t just look at war,”

Schaefer said. “Really, the idea
would be: How do we prevent
war? That’s really what we’re
getting after — understanding
that when we do something, there
may be a response from China.”

China is expected to have a
fully modernized military by
2035, according to the Office of
the Director of National Intelli-
gence’s annual threat assessment
published in February.

“In the South China Sea, Beij-
ing will continue to use its grow-
ing military and other maritime
capabilities to try to intimidate
rival claimants and to signal it
has control over contested ar-
eas,” the assessment states.
“Similarly, China is pressing
Japan over contested areas in the
East China Sea.”

Strategic thinking
The China Way of War, open to

uniformed and civilian personnel
of all services, exposes partici-
pants to Chinese strategic think-
ing, providing them an under-
standing of how the Chinese
army, officially the People’s
Liberation Army or PLA, might
think about and act on varying
scenarios.

It was modeled after a similar

Army course in Europe that
focused on Russia after its in-
vasion of Ukraine two years ago,
Schaefer said.

Army Pacific contracted Booz
Allen Hamilton to design and
facilitate its course, which is
based entirely on open-source
material and uses no classified
information, Schaefer said.

As inscrutable as China’s mil-
itary might seem, its chain of
command employs an organized
metric in making decisions, he
said.

Commanders in the U.S. armed
forces use a defined “military
decision-making process” in
responding to defense scenarios,
he said.

“China has the same thing,” he
said. “So, China has a deliberate
decision-making process — com-
pletely unclassified. And it’s
taught to [our] students so that
each day they go through the
decision-making process, and
then they talk about what they
think China may be thinking.”

On day one of the course, each
student is assigned a role in the
Chinese military.

“And then each day, the stu-
dents are given scenarios, and
they have to respond with how
they think — they’re now the
PLA — China is going to re-

spond,” he said.
For example, perhaps a high-

level dignitary flies into the Indo-
Pacific region on a junket to
Taiwan, a self-governing island
over which China has claims of
sovereignty.

“What do you think is going to
be the response?” Schaefer said.

Students talk through the sce-
nario, offering the likely response
by the Chinese entity they are
portraying.

It is a reverse perspective
considered too rarely in the U.S.
armed forces, he said.

Blue on Red
“In the military, we’re always

the blue force; we’re always
friendly guys taking on the red
forces, no matter who it might
be,” he said.

“As an intelligence officer, it’s
incredibly important to know
what the enemy thinks, so that

you can try and predict what the
enemy will do and why they
make the decisions that they do,”
Maj. Louis Crist, 10th Support
Group, U.S. Army Japan, a Feb-
ruary class member at Schofield
Barracks, said in an Army news
release.

That session also included
guest speaker Brig. Gen. Patrick
Teague, a senior defense official
and defense attaché to China.

Classes are limited to about 30
students, including students from
allied and partner nations.

Schaefer said the Army intends
to offer China Way of War eight
to 10 times a year, including ses-
sions taught by a mobile training
team at Joint Base Lewis-
McChord in Washington state,
and in Alaska, Japan and South
Korea.

Army course teaches
rival’s way of thinking 

TAYLOR GRAY/U.S. Army 

Army Brig. Gen. Patrick Teague, U.S. defense attaché to China,
speaks during U.S. Army Pacific’s first class in the China Way of War
at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

Class on China Way of War is being taught in Pacific

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
@WyattWOlson

BY WYATT OLSON
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — A recent poll sug-
gests China is the popular choice
in Southeast Asia, but the United
States still has the cooperation of
the region’s military forces, the
commander of U.S. Army Pacific
said recently.

Growing numbers of partici-
pants in annual, U.S.-led military
exercises demonstrates that U.S.
military engagement in the re-

gion is expanding, Gen. Charles
Flynn said during a roundtable
discussion at U.S. Embassy To-
kyo.

“What I see, at least with the
army forces leadership and for-
mations, is there is a continued
and steady increase in multilat-
eral and multinational work
together,” he told reporters.

China is considered the most
influential economic and politi-
cal-strategic power in the region,

outpacing the U.S. by significant
margins, according to the annual
State of Southeast Asia survey
published by the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations Studies
Centre — Yusof Ishak Institute in
Singapore.

Just over half the poll’s 2,000
respondents prefer China if the
region is forced to align itself in
the ongoing U.S.-China rivalry.
But many indicated an indepen-
dent stance is preferable to em-

bracing either power.
“The US as a choice dropped

from 61.1% in the previous year
to 49.5%,” the survey states.
“Close to half of the respondents
(46.8%) believe that ASEAN
should enhance its resilience and
unity to fend off pressures from
the two major powers.”

Flynn pointed to Balikatan, an
exercise scheduled to bring
16,000 U.S. and Filipino troops
together in the Philippines from
April 22 to May 9, as an example
of growing U.S. influence.

Other exercises, including
Super Garuda Shield in Indone-
sia and Talisman Sabre in Aus-
tralia, have grown to include not
just the U.S. and host nations but
forces and observers from 14 or
15 other nations at each, includ-
ing some from Southeast Asia,
Flynn added. 

“Balikatan is in two to three
weeks, and I expect the number
of countries sending formations
or observers to be in the teens,”
he said.

The ASEAN poll shows that

Filipinos bucked the trend, with
support for the U.S. as a pre-
ferred partner growing from
78.8% to 83.3% since last year
and support for China falling
from 21.2% to 16.7%.

The results come during in-
creased tension between Manila
and Beijing. 

In recent months, Chinese
coast guard and maritime militia
have tried unsuccessfully to
block Philippine vessels resup-
plying the BRP Sierra Madre.
The grounded World War II-era
ship serves as a territorial out-
post at Second Thomas Shoal, a
disputed reef in the South China
Sea.

China’s military has been on a
dangerous trajectory for the past
decade, Flynn said.

Its aggressive behavior, in-
cluding recent actions off the
Philippines’ western coast is
“illustrative of that irresponsible
behavior,” he said.

Army’s top Pacific leader touts US influence in region

robson.seth@stripes.com 
@SethRobson1

BY SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes 
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