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INSIDE INFO

Got a great shot of 
mainland Japan, Okinawa, 

Korea or Guam? If so, 
submit it and maybe it’ll 

end up on the front page of
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SUBMIT A PHOTO 
FOR THE COVER OF
SUBMITT AAA PPPPHHHHHOOOOOOTTTTTTTOOOOOOO

"��(		)

YOUR VOTE YOUR VOTE 
COUNTS!COUNTS!
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To place an ad, call 
DSN 315-229-3224 (Doug Johnson) 

or 315-229-3174 (Eric Lee)
 johnson.douglas@stripes.com 

or lee.eric@stripes.com

For feedback and inquiries,
contact CustomerHelp@stripes.com
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Laura Law
Chief Operating Officer 

Lt. Col. Lucas Crouch
Commander

John Albaugh
Chief of Staff

Scott Foley
Revenue Director

Chris Verigan
Engagement Director 

Marie Woods
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Eric Lee
Revenue Manager

Kentaro Shimura
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Rie Miyoshi
Engagement Manager 

Denisse Rauda
Publishing and Media Design Editor

Publishing and Media Design Writers
Shoji Kudaka Hyemin Lee

Luis Samayoa Takahiro Takiguchi 

Layout Designers
Yuko Okazaki Kayoko Shimoda

Yurika Usui

Multimedia Consultants
Max Genao Doug Johnson

Hans Simpson Chae Pang Yi
Benjamin Yoo Gianni Youn

Robert Zuckerman

Graphic Designers
Mamoru Inoue Kazumi Hasegawa 

Yukiyo Oda Yosuke Tsuji
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Tomoyo Hoshino Yeseul Kim

Dong Ju Lee Yoko Noro
Yusuke Sato Saori Tamanaha

Toshie Yoshimizu Mako Watanabe

Distributors
Joe Guzman

It’s a new year and it’s time once again to turn your at-
tention to the yearly tradition unlike any oth-

For the past 25 years, our annual 

been the authority on the best 
places YOU need to go to 

know? Because you told 

the years, and in 
turn, informed fel-
low members of the 
military community 

-
tions, restaurants, fes-

Whether you’re in Guam, 
-

pan or Okinawa, you can 
-

an off-base dentist you tell all your friends about? We 

Voting is quick, easy and you just might get your name 

And if you do, you may qualify to 

-

community products to 
help you enjoy your stay 

As we are fond of 
saying, our pa-
pers, websites 

are “about you, for 
you, and in some cas-

keep rolling 
in year af-

ter year and it’s 

We had a great turn-
out in 2025, and we ex-

pect nothing short of a record 

– Stars and Stripes staff

YOUR VOTE COUNTS!

2026-27
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games would offer healthier brain stimulation along with 
something to brag about, so I began playing Blockudoku, 

could hobnob with my social media friends who posted 

“ -
ton that will instantly deal me another enticing set 

-
ity shows and disturbing true crime documentaries on 

the miniature digital cards, jonesing for that burst of endor-

Years ago, when binge-watching became a thing, our 
family spent a rainy weekend holed up in our base house 

my latest shows, I also multitask to double my entertain-

eBay — creating a watchlist of silly items I had no room 

-

-

coders who created this game not only made it super fun, 
they implanted some kind of irresistible stimuli that makes 

I thought playing more socially acceptable, intellectual 

-

happy medium — a game that was not so silly that I’d feel 
the need to keep it a secret, but not so intellectual that I 

was soothing and it was complex enough to make me feel 

combination spelled doom for my already weakened cir-

-

and the snoring dog, where I was free to indulge my ad-

-
ous routine of plugging my phone into the kitchen charger 

still allow myself nightly binge-watching, which I now 
consider a basic human necessity after a day of tedious 

-
-

uous pursuits that won’t interfere with sleep, self-esteem 

walking away from the table can sometimes be the best 
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-
ing results, completing an exceptional 
deployment that showcased the opera-

-

crew’s disciplined execution was cen-

the strength of our forward-deployed 
posture in support of our mission in the 

Annapolis remained professional, fo-

-
lis conducted a range of missions that 
strengthened national security, en-
hanced maritime operational capabili-

of forward-deployed submarines operat-

-

executed with precision and profes-

and teamwork were the foundation of a 

proud of how this crew performed 
and how they represented Annapolis 

assigned to Annapolis earned their sub-
marine warfare insignia—commonly 

-

at the highest standards of the undersea 

systems, watch stations, and mission ex-

Annapolis’ return was marked by the 

-

-

USS Annapolis returns 
from deployment
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Editor’s Note: The U.S. territory of Guam is comprised of 19 villages, many with their own distinct character, history 
and points of interest. Stripes Guam and Guampedia have joined forces to present this weekly feature on each of them 
in the hopes that it will help our readers get out – and get to know – our gracious hosts. To learn more about Guam’s 
people, history, culture and places, visit: guampedia.com
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-
Hagat originally was de-

Aga

-

håga

VViiillllaaagggeee hhhiissttooorrryy

-

-

rebellious islanders whose homes he had destroyed 

-

lined with coconut trees that produced copra (coconut 

-

-

-

-

-

had won the area and pressed onward toward Orote 

-

-

-
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its present location after World War II and is the center 
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the threat of a closure loomed because of low enroll-
ment rates, prompting the community and school alum-

-
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ing capture of the mountain, American demolition teams 

contain many artifacts from the battle, including shell 
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more commonly known of the two, can still be seen just 
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F the perfect amount of time to experience many of the 
-
-

the Airbnb, we put the kids to bed (it was the best little 

-

�������
�	
��	
����	�

We enjoyed breakfast at our Airbnb before hopping 
-

beautiful pool and animals roaming around (including a 

-

-
-

other buildings inside the walled part of the city while 

After nap time for the kids and a pool break for the 

a few more temples, then ended the day with a fabulous 

�������
������	
���
��������

-
searching elephant sanctuaries and through that research, 

practices throughout Asia, creating sanctuaries committed 

trained to perform for humans or ridden, they undergo a 

stabbed in a small box with bull hooks until they submit or, 
-

they are forced to work tirelessly, often sustaining untreated 

-

-

with our guide for the day and started our tour where they 

In addition to elephants, the sanctuary also houses res-
cued buffalo, boar, goats, cats, and dogs, which require a 

with bananas, mounds of shucked corn and piles of wa-

-

-
-

-

smaller the Asian elephant is than the African elephant—
other differences I noticed were in their head shape and ear 

We continued our walk, catching up to a group of ele-

into a spot on the feeding platform between the older ladies 

We spent the next hour and a half slowly meandering 
around the park, learning about the elephants we encoun-

-
ephants on our tour, I immediately noticed her gait seemed 

an accident left her with a broken ankle that went untreat-

could no longer work, they forced her into a pen for breed-

her hip in an attempt to mate, exacerbating her injuries fur-

�������	
��������
�����	���	
����	�

������������

Family fun in northern Thailand
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-
ly worn down from being ridden and limps of other elephants 
who sustained injuries while logging, being chained up or per-

-

-

riding and watching elephants perform to solely enjoying them 

-
ers and tourism operators to adopt ethical practices for the well-

-

-

-

elephant riding and performing in shows, while still enabling 

-
tinue to rescue elephants, the need for additional space will in-

-

�������
�	
����
�����
����	
��
���

�

Our third day brought more temples, starting with Wat Phra 

campground and a lookout point, so after we walked to that, 

-

-

-

�������
��
	�������	�����������������

-

grabbed a late lunch at the resort while waiting for our rooms 

����� !"#!$���$�%!&��'(
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Stripes Guam is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. This newspaper 

is authorized for publication by the Department of Defense for members of 

the military services overseas. However, the contents of Stripes Guam are 

unofficial, and are not to be considered as the official  views of, or endorsed by, 

the U.S. government, including the Department of Defense or the U.S. Pacific 

Command. As a DOD newspaper, Stripes Guam may be distributed through 

official channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and 

isolated locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. The appearance 

of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not 

constitute endorsement of those products by the Department of Defense or 

Stars and Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication shall be 

made available for purchase, use, or patronage without regard to race, color, 

religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political 

affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

Call G.A.I.N. (Guam Animals In Need) Animal Shelter in Yigo at 
653-4246 or visit <www.guamanimals.org> for more information 
on adopting this pet. G.A.I.N. is a shelter-based humane society 
with a mission to prevent cruelty to animals, educate the public 
and promote good animal laws. Under Water World will donate 
one adult admission for every Pet of the Week adopted.

G.A.I.N. Pet of the Week
we had spent an extra full day to see the Golden 

-

����-��
�
���

��������
���
����������������	��	��

(which felt a little cluttered and like a theme park 

beautiful sunset as we walked back to our shuttle 

we were all experiencing some temple fatigue to-
-
-

eling with older children or no children, you will 
-

ing, the people were incredibly welcoming and the 

��������	������


For 15 years, Erin Henderson has been a 
photographer capturing compelling stories 
around the world – from travel and 
food to conservation and military 
life. She’s published internationally 
and mentors entrepreneurs from 
her base in Stuttgart, Germany. 

erinhendersonmedia.com

��$�"$.���/��0�%!&��'1
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THAILAND: THAILAND: Locals very welcomingLocals very welcoming

Caspian 
Caspian is a 9-week-old brown and white, 
wire-haired terrier mix who woke up one 

charm, busy paws, and bright eyes, with 

a pint-sized body. Caspian is in the prime 

to grow into one seriously cool dog.
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Answer to Previous Sudoku:

ACROSS
1 One of the 

"back 40"
5 Make ____ 

(hurry)
10 Where some 

admire from
14 Attention-getting

sound
15 Anesthetic of 

old
16 Cause of misery
17 Classic wagon
19 Location
20 Proportionately
21 Loomed over-

head
23 Lack of align-

ment, timewise
25 Weaken
28 Pipe fitting
29 Eight-ish?
32 Fabric used in 

adhesive pads
34 Children's author

Beverly DOWN 30 Incite ___ (dis- 46 Tighten, like a
35 Gallery piece 1 Org. for seniors turb the peace) jaw
36 Performed for 2 Burn a bit 31 Redgrave et al. 49 Select group

the camera 3 Give a facelift to 33 Starr of song 50 Roman spirits
38 ___-Manuel 4 Bahrain or Dubai 34 Summer hrs. in 51 Indistinguishable

Miranda 5 Weighty Chicago 52 Wiggle room
39 Way to make it? 6 Second largest 37 Right of 54 Small needle 
42 Talk endlessly ocean passage case
45 California 7 Far from 40 Moved like a 55 Part of NBA: 

mission founder forward show horse Abbr.
Junípero 8 Grow incisors 41 Cowpoke's pal 56 Minn. Neighbor

46 ___ in Charlie 9 Typo, e.g. 43 Nail at an angle 59 Hot or cold 
47 Kilns 10 Newman film, 44 Chutes partner beverage
48 Corresponded to "____ of Malice"
51 Turntable shaft 11 "Cinderella" et al.
53 Winless horses 12 It's just for 
57 First portrayer openers

of Obi-Wan 13 Basket material
58 Online pop-up, 18 They might be 

say spring-loaded
60 Defensive spray 22 Some winter 
61 Brouhaha wear
62 Actress Lee of 24 CPU part

"Funny Face" 25 Store up
63 Observed 26 ___ out (proven)
64 "___ life!" 27 Triptych in a 
65 Blouse fabric church

Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate

Answers to Previous Crossword:
R A B B I D I C E N E V E
O C E A N E R I S A X I S
S H E D S M E A T T A G S
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Boonie Stomps Guam
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY

GUAM BOONIE STOMPERS

Boonie Stomps Guam
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corporation composed of volunteer leaders 
committed to leading hikes to and protecting 
the unique natural destinations on our island.

Complete 10
 Boonie Stomp 

  hikes to earn a fre
e 

      
 Boonie Stomp 

      
     T

-Shirt.

destinations such as beaches, snorkeling 

trailhead will be posted on the Guam Boonie 
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Tarzan Falls

For more information:
www.facebook.com/

GuamBoonieStompers

Jan. 24 (Sat.) Agfayan River & Falls (Medium) 
- Inalahan

Jan. 31 (Sat.)
Tenjo to Tarzan Falls 

*8 a.m. Meet Up

Feb. 7 (Sat.) Madofan to Sella Bay (Medium)
- Humatak

Feb. 14 (Sat.)

Anao Coastline 

*8 a.m. Meet Up

Feb. 21 (Sat.) - Humatak

Feb. 28 (Sat.)

SCHEDULE 2026

REMINDER!  We no longer meet at Chamorro 
Village.  We meet at the trailhead.  
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A civil engineering officer with the Officer in Charge of
Construction Marine Corps Marianas conducts a site visit
in late October to check progress on a new project for
Marine Corps Base Camp Blaz, Guam.

RACHEL LANDERS/U.S.Marine Corps Marianas

Building Blaz
First new Marine Corps base in
decades nears readiness on Guam
Page 2
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CAMP BLAZ, Guam — About
two-thirds of an $8.9 billion bud-
get has been spent on this 562-
acre facility to accommodate U.S.
Marines relocating from bases on
Okinawa, according to Navy and
Marine Corps officials.

Nearly $6.2 billion of the ap-
propriation has gone toward
building and outfitting Camp
Blaz to date, according to an
email from Capt. Steven Keenan,
a Marine Corps spokesman at the
Pentagon. Blaz is the service’s
first new base since 1952. 

The Officer in Charge of Con-
struction Marine Corps Mar-
ianas, part of Naval Facilities
Engineering Systems Command
Pacific, was formed in 2016 to
oversee work on the new in-
stallation. 

The command includes 10
Navy Civil Engineer Corps offi-
cers and 100 civilian staff, in-
cluding construction managers,
engineering technicians and
administrative staff, Keenan
said.

Guam — a remote, 210-square-
mile island that provides a stra-
tegic foothold for the U.S. in the
Western Pacific — is expected to
grow from about 17,000 U.S.
service members to 24,000 by
fiscal year 2033.

About 4,000 Marines are ex-
pected to move from Okinawa to
Guam, part of a 2012 agreement
between the U.S. and Japan to
reduce the American military
footprint on Okinawa, where
nearly 30,000 of the 55,000 U.S.
service members in Japan are
stationed.

About 1,300 members of III
Marine Expeditionary Force may
be permanently stationed on
Guam, while another 3,700 Ma-
rines could rotate through the
island on temporary deploy-
ments.

Japan is providing approxi-
mately $3 billion of the money
allocated to build Blaz and other
Guam infrastructure.

Many new facilities appeared
ready for the Marines in Decem-
ber when Marine Corps Installa-
tions Pacific commander Maj.
Gen. Brian Wolford paid a visit to
Guam from his headquarters on
Okinawa.

“Camp Blaz offers forward-
stationed capabilities and oper-
ational flexibility to the United
States and Marine Corps,” he
said in a statement Keenan pro-

vided by email. “Bases and sta-
tions such as Camp Blaz serve as
critical nodes for generating
combat power and providing
sustainment to the Fleet Marine
Force. Camp Blaz serves as a
force multiple for the U.S.-Japan
Alliance and the region at large
ensuring a free and open Indo-
Pacific.”

One of the 150 Marines already
at the base, Maj. Philip King,
arrived there from Okinawa in
July, he told Stars and Stripes at
Blaz on Dec. 10.

The communications officer

said he went to Guam as part of a
routine change of station after
serving with the 7th Communica-
tion Battalion at Camp Hansen,
Okinawa.

“My wife and I chose Blaz
because we wanted to stay over-
seas,” he said.

The couple moved into a
beachside condo in Tumon,
Guam’s tourist hotspot, King
said, adding that he enjoys snor-
keling in his spare time.

Marine Corps’ Camp Blaz nears readiness 

SETH ROBSON/Stars and Stripes

Recently completed housing for single Marines is seen last month at Camp Blaz on Guam.

About two-thirds
of $8.9B budget
has been spent
on new base 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
@SethRobson1

BY SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes 

A federal judge on Guam
recently ordered the U.S. Navy
to dive deeper into its record of
endangered species protections
at a new Marine Corps base on
the U.S. island territory.

U.S. District Judge Frances
Tydingco-Gatewood on Dec. 12
rejected the Navy’s bid to limit
disclosure to records prior to
2017 and said environmental
groups suing under the En-
dangered Species Act are entit-
led to see more recent evidence.

The case began in 2023, when
advocacy groups the Center for
Biological Diversity and Prutehi
Litekyan: Save Ritidian — now
known as Prutehi Guahan —
sued the Navy and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service over in-
sufficient efforts to protect en-
dangered animals.

The lawsuit claims construc-
tion at Camp Blaz created mas-

sive environmental impacts and
that the two federal agencies
have failed “to protect and con-
serve more than a dozen en-
dangered and threatened spe-
cies at imminent risk of extinc-
tion on Guam,” according to an
amended complaint filed Dec.
12.

The construction of Blaz, the
Marines’ first new installation
since 1952, is a core component
of the Defense Department’s
planned relocation of Marines
from Okinawa to Guam. The
base covers more than 4,000
acres and is expected to host
approximately 5,000 Marines.

The groups also said that
promised mitigation efforts,
such as controlling invasive
species and restoring habitats,
have yet to be enacted.

The Navy and Fish and Wild-
life Service denied those allega-
tions.

In the most recent ruling, the

federal agencies sought to limit
discovery to “administrative
records,” particularly environ-
mental reviews and other data
prior to the lawsuit.

However, since the advocacy

groups are attempting to “deter-
mine the extent of any contin-
uing violations” of the Endan-
gered Species Act, the court
determined that the case re-
quires additional discovery and

ordered the two parties to coor-
dinate a plan to share evidence
within 30 days. 

“For too long, our island has
been treated as a sacrifice
zone,” Leevin Camacho, at-
torney for Prutehi Guahan, said
in a Dec. 18 news release. “This
ruling affirms that the military
does not get a free pass just
because it operates behind fenc-
es. Our people, our wildlife and
our cultural practices deserve
protection and respect.”

The construction of Camp
Blaz — and an $8 billion missile
defense system spread across 16
sites on the island — have been
the subject of scrutiny by locals
and environmental advocacy
groups due to the destruction of
limestone forests, a unique eco-
system home to various en-
dangered species.

New evidence sought in Guam endangered species suit

MELISSA WHITE/U.S. Air Force 

A U.S. district judge ruled that the Navy must provide information
regarding its efforts to protect endangered species, such as this
Mariana fruit bat, seen here at the Guam National Wildlife Refuge.

wilson.alex@stripes.com 
@AlexMNWilson

BY ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes
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President Donald Trump
scrambled Navy ship-naming
traditions last month with his
announcement of a new “Trump-
class” battleship, to be called the
USS Defiant, featuring nuclear-
tipped missiles and laser defens-
es.

Battleships are usually named
after states — the last commis-
sioned was the USS Missouri in
1944. Ship classes are named
after the first ship of the type
built — the Missouri was an
Iowa-class ship, named for the
first of four battleships ordered
in 1939.

Trump’s announcement put an
exclamation point on the end of a
busy year for Navy ship naming.

The period between a presi-
dential election and inauguration
is often filled with last-minute
ship naming.

In January 2021, Navy Secre-
tary Kenneth J. Braithwaite
traveled to Massachusetts to film
a video in front of the Navy’s
oldest ship, the USS Constitution,
nicknamed “Old Ironsides,”
commissioned in October 1797.

“We must always look to our
wake to chart our future course,”
he said before announcing
names for a new frigate, an ex-
peditionary ship, an attack sub-
marine and an amphibious trans-
port dock.

Four years later, it was the
turn of outgoing President Joe
Biden’s administration to go on a
ship-naming spree.

Biden’s Navy secretary, Carlos
Del Toro, rolled out 19 new ship
names — including new Gerald
R. Ford-class aircraft carriers to
be named for former President
William J. Clinton (a Democrat)
and President George W. Bush
(a Republican).

“When I personally delivered
the news to Bill and George, they

were deeply humbled,” Biden
said at the time. “Each knows
firsthand the weight of the re-
sponsibilities that come with
being Commander-in-Chief.”

In 2025, the naming — and
renaming — of ships didn’t hit
much of a speed bump with a
change in the occupant of the
White House.

In June, Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth ordered the name
of the USNS Harvey Milk
stripped from the official Naval
Vessel Register. Milk was a
gay-rights leader and San Fran-
cisco supervisor assassinated in
1978. The Navy said Hegseth had
ordered Navy Secretary John
Phelan to make the change,
“taking the politics out of ship
naming.”

The ship was renamed for
Navy Chief Petty Officer Oscar
V. Peterson, a Medal of Honor
recipient from the World War II
Battle of the Coral Sea in 1942.

The ship is the second of new
class of replenishment oilers.
According to the Congressional
Research Service, Congress
directed that they be named for
prominent civil rights advocates.
The class carries the name of the
late Black civil rights advocate
and longtime U.S. Rep. John
Lewis, D-Ga.

Phelan, Hegseth and Trump
have not ordered any further
name changes to the Lewis-class
ships.

Before the new battleship
announcement, Trump scram-
bled Navy ship naming plans
with an announcement canceling
the Constellation frigate program
after the two ships were already
under construction — the USS
Constellation and the USS Con-
gress. 

The Navy canceled the re-
maining ships, including those to
be named for the French Mar-
quis de Lafayette, who aided
American patriot forces in the

Revolutionary War; Treasury
Secretary Alexander Hamilton;
Spain’s Louisiana Governor
Conde Bernardo de Gálvez y
Madrid, a backer of the Amer-
ican Revolution; former Navy
pilot Everett Alvarez Jr., who
was a prisoner of war during the
Vietnam War; and Capt. Bright
Joy Hancock, one of the first
female Navy officers, who
served during World War I and
II.

Also canceled was the new
USS Chesapeake, named after
the early American frigate cap-
tured by Britain in 1813, re-
named HMS Chesapeake and
later deconstructed for use as a
watermill in Wickham, Hamp-
shire, England. In recent years,
the building has housed an an-
tiques store.

In canceling the Constellation
program, Trump announced a
new generation of frigates called
FF(X) based on the U.S. Coast
Guard’s large National Security
Cutter design. The names of the
future ships are to be deter-
mined.

A sidelight to the “Trump-
class” battleship-naming contro-
versy is that it could affect nam-

ing a future aircraft carrier after
the president.

Twelve of the past 17 aircraft
carriers have been named for
presidents, according to the U.S.
Naval Institute. From Franklin
D. Roosevelt to George W. Bush,
nearly every president has had
an aircraft carrier named for
them. 

The exceptions are Lyndon B.
Johnson, whose name is on a
Zumwalt-class destroyer to be
commissioned in 2027, and Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter, a former
Navy submarine officer, who has
a Seawolf-class attack submarine
named for him. 

Only President Richard M.
Nixon, who resigned office in
1974 because of the Watergate
scandal, doesn’t have a ship at
sea or in the construction pipe-
line bearing his name.

Four of six Gerald R. Ford-
class aircraft carriers are named
for presidents. If the naming
tradition is followed in chron-
ological order, future carriers
could be named for Presidents
Barack Obama, Trump and Bi-
den. 

Naval
name
game
‘Trump-class’
battleship latest
twist in naming,
renaming ships

warner.gary@stripes.com

BY GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes 

MAXWELL ORLOSKY/U.S. Navy

The replenishment oiler USNS Harvey Milk conducts a replenishment at sea with the aircraft carrier USS
Gerald R. Ford in 2024. In 2025, the ship's name was changed from that of a gay-rights leader to that of a
Medal of Honor recipient.

SHANNON RENFROE/U.S. Navy

A graphic rendering depicts the now-canceled Constellation-class
frigate USS Lafayette. USS Lafayette was to be the fourth of the new
Constellation-class frigates, scheduled to commission in 2029. The
Constellation-class guided-missile frigate represents the Navy’s next
generation small surface combatant.

In December, a welder at a
Virginia shipyard etched the keel
plate of the USS Barb, the cere-
monial birthing of a new sub-
marine.

The Virginia-class fast attack
submarine joins hundreds of
Navy subs through history
named after sea creatures. So
will the next three on the con-
struction list: the USS Tang, USS
Wahoo and USS Silversides.

The names are throwbacks to
an earlier time. Only one Navy
submarine has been commis-
sioned with the name of a sea
creature since the USS Cavalla,
named for a saltwater fish, in
1973.

In 1959, the Navy rolled out a
nuclear-powered ballistic missile
submarine. Instead of a fish, the
first of its class was named the
USS George Washington.

Attack subs retained fish
names for another decade. In
1969, the Navy was preparing to
christen the USS Redfish when
Rep. William H. Bates, a Mas-
sachusetts Republican and
staunch Navy supporter, died.
Navy Secretary John Chafee
broke with tradition and named
the attack submarine for the
congressman.

It was the beginning of a shift
that saw submarines increasingly
named for cities, then states, with
occasional persons thrown into
the mix. The Navy built 62 Los
Angeles-class nuclear attack
submarines from 1976 to 1996,
with all but one named after
cities.

Adm. Hyman Rickover, the
“father of the nuclear Navy,”
accepted the politically expe-
dient naming change. “Fish don’t
vote,” he said.

Ironically, when Rickover
retired in 1984, the future USS
Providence was renamed the
USS Hyman G. Rickover. It was
the only Los Angeles-class sub-
marine to break the naming
protocol of American cities.

Of the first 30 Virginia-class
boats of its class christened, 28
are named for states. Boats
named for former Navy Secre-
tary and U.S. Sen. John Warner,
and a new submarine named for
Rickover, were the exceptions.

At the end of President Donald
Trump’s first term, the Navy
decided it was time to bring back
the sea creature names. 

The switch was short-lived.
Under President Joe Biden, a
Virginia-class submarine was
named the USS John H. Dalton,
in honor of the Navy secretary
under President Bill Clinton. 

Eight more were given place
names. associated with the Navy,
including Potomac, Norfolk and
Brooklyn.

Sub names
often switch

BY GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes 



PAGE 4 • S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S • Monday, January 19, 2026

MILITARY

Active-duty sailors will have to
complete two physical fitness
assessments per year starting in
2026, the Navy announced in a
return to its pre-coronavirus
pandemic fitness testing sched-
ule. 

All sailors in the active compo-
nent will now be tested during
cycles between Jan. 1 and June
30 and July 1 and Dec. 31, ac-
cording to a Naval Adminis-
trative Message governing fit-
ness standards published last
month. Reserve component sail-
ors must complete at least one
fitness test during the year, ac-
cording to the message.

The increase in fitness testing

aligns with Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth’s push for in-
creased physical standards
across the U.S. military. The
service has also made its fitness
tests and body composition stan-
dards — which include a mea-
sure of waist-to-height ratio and
body fat percentage — gender
neutral, per Hegseth’s orders.

The Navy will now require
commanders to integrate some
physical training into every
workday for their sailors, the
messages said. The Navy did not
provide specific guidance for
commanders to accomplish that.

Most sailors will take the Navy
Physical Readiness Test twice
per year. That test includes a
two-minute pushup test, a timed

forearm plank and a timed 1½-
mile walk or run. Commanding
officers or officers in charge may
authorize a 2,000-meter row, a
14-minute stationary bike ride, or
a 500- or 450-meter swim instead
of the walk or run, according to
the Navy.

Sailors in combat arms jobs —
including SEALs, special warfare
combat crewmen, explosive
ordnance disposal and fleet div-
ing positions — will take the
Navy-wide PRT once per year
and the new Combat Fitness Test
once per year, according to the
guidance.

The combat arms test includes
an 800-meter swim with fins, a
two-minute pushup test, an un-
timed pullup test and a 1-mile

run. The pushups, pullups and
run are to be completed with 20
extra pounds via a weight vest or
plate carrier, according to Navy
documents.

The service’s new fitness pol-
icy also changes the require-
ments to remain in the service.
Any sailor who fails three fitness
tests during a four-year period
will be administratively separat-
ed, according to the policy. Those
failures do not have to be consec-
utive. Previously, the Navy
moved to kick out sailors after
two or more consecutive fitness
test failures.

However, on Jan. 1, the Navy
was to conduct a one-time reset
of all past fitness test failures to
zero, according to the new mes-

sage. That means sailors who
have a failed fitness test on their
record before Jan. 1, 2026, will
not have that used against them
for reenlistment, promotion or
continued service purposes.

Pregnant and postpartum
sailors are exempt from physical
fitness testing during pregnancy
and for an additional 12 months
“after giving birth, loss of preg-
nancy or having a stillbirth,”
according to the service. 

After the 12-month period,
postpartum sailors are required
to obtain medical clearance and
participate in the current Navy
fitness assessment cycle, accord-
ing to the service.

Navy adds 2nd fitness test requirement
Change marks a return to testing schedule used before COVID pandemic

Dickstein.corey@stripes.com

BY COREY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes 

Airmen who maintain B-52
Stratofortress bombers won the
Air Force’s top innovation prize
after designing a simple adapter
that makes one of their most
dangerous maintenance jobs
faster and safer.

The team from Barksdale Air
Force Base in Louisiana took first
place at Air Force Spark Tank,
the service’s championship
round for innovators, for a work
platform that cuts pylon-loading
time from four hours to about 30
minutes while reducing the risk
of injury and aircraft damage. 

The event, held at the Penta-
gon in mid-November, featured
six finalist projects pitched by
airmen. It was delayed more
than a month because of the
43-day federal government shut-
down, according to a Dec. 19
news release from the Air Force
Research Laboratory. The final-
ists were selected from 441 pro-
jects submitted worldwide. 

The Barksdale team won with
its Airborne Launcher for Expen-
dables-25 Pylon Load Adapter.
The device attaches to an exist-
ing lift truck and holds an avion-
ics pylon securely beneath a
B-52’s wing while maintainers
work, according to an Instagram
video posed by the 307th Bomb
Wing. 

“We just had to create an adap-

ter … to basically fix it to the lift
truck, so it would interface be-
tween the pylon and the lift
truck,” Senior Master Sgt. John
Slaughter, 307th Maintenance
Squadron production super-
intendent, said in the video. 

Slaughter said the adapter
reduces the risk of injury to air-
men and damage to aircraft.

“The ALE 25 Pylon Loading
Adapter was born out of real-
world challenges faced by main-
tainers,” the research lab release
said. “By cutting task times from
four hours to just 30 minutes and
eliminating risky manual lifts, it’s
transforming safety and effi-
ciency for B-52H Stratofortress
operations.” 

Another finalist, Tech. Sgt.
Tylar Cravens, a C-130J Super
Hercules engine mechanic at
Yokota Air Base in western To-
kyo, represented his team at the
competition. His project, Star
Forge, uses advanced 3D print-
ing to produce full-scale compos-
ite engine models, allowing main-
tainers to train without removing

aircraft from service. 
Cravens — assigned to 373rd

Training Squadron Detachment
15 — said Star Forge grabbed
plenty of attention at the event.

“We weren’t selected as the
winner, but leadership is in-
terested in funding and pursuing
the project,” he said in an email.

Developed through Yokota’s
YokoWerx innovation cell, the
idea grew from Cravens’ person-
al 3D-printing efforts into a sys-
tem refined by airmen in Japan,
the United States and Europe.

Star Forge reduced training
equipment costs dramatically —
in one case from $89,000 to $1 —
and is expected to improve train-
ing for about 2,300 aircraft main-
tainers, the research lab said. 

Spark Tank — modeled after
the television show “Shark Tank”
— provides finalists exposure
and potential funding. Winners
receive support to further devel-
op their ideas. 

B-52 team
wins USAF
prize for
innovation 

BY JUAN KING
Stars and Stripes 

king.juan@stripes.com 
@juanking_17 

THEODORE DAIGLE/U.S. Air Force

An airman with the 307th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron tests the
pylon-loading fixture at Barksdale Air Force Base, La.

The Marine Corps is adding six
new piloting courses as the ser-
vice prepares to field tens of thou-
sands of commercial drones in the
coming year. 

The plan, announced in Decem-
ber in a memo from the service,
outlines a two-and-a-half-year
framework to standardize drone
training across the Corps.

Under the new framework, Ma-
rines of any job specialty can ap-
ply through their commands for
one of the courses, which include
basic drone operator, attack drone
operator, attack drone leader,
payload specialist, attack drone
instructor and payload specialist
instructor.

Units on Okinawa, at Camp
Pendleton, Calif., and Camp Le-
jeune, N.C., were selected as re-
gional training hubs for the cours-
es, with Quantico, Va., serving as
the current central training site,
according to the release.

In addition to the six courses,
eight new drone-related certifica-
tions will be introduced, broaden-
ing qualification pathways for Ma-
rines with varying experience lev-
els, the Corps said.

Marines who have completed
previous service drone training
may be granted corresponding
certifications under the new sys-
tem, the memo said.

First-person view drones will be
fielded to all infantry, reconnais-
sance and littoral combat teams
across the Corps as early as May,
according to a separate statement. 

The initiatives align with the
Defense Department’s broader
effort to develop and field approx-
imately $1 billion in autonomous
and remotely operated systems
across the services, the Marine
Corps said.

Full operational capability for
the Corps’ drone program is ex-
pected by 2028, with initial field-
ing slated to begin in March.

The new program builds on ef-
forts already underway by the
Marine Corps Warfighting Labo-
ratory, which has begun deliver-
ing Neros Archer attack drones to
select units.

The Corps plans to maintain and
expand its use of existing plat-
forms as part of a diverse and
adaptable drone portfolio.

All Marines eligible 
to apply for 6 new
drone piloting courses 

BY LYDIA GORDON
Stars and Stripes 

gordon.lydia@stripes.com 
@lydia_stripes

MAURION MOORE/U.S. Marine Corps

Marines load a simulated
warhead onto a drone during
training at Camp Santiago,
Puerto Rico, in November. 
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At a lab in Natick, Mass., a
team of Navy civilians and con-
tractors is testing new galley
equipment and food recipes with
one goal in mind: keeping sailors
well-fed, healthy and mission-
ready during long deployments
at sea.

By combining food science,
engineering and frequent feed-
back from the fleet, the team is
working to modernize Navy gal-
leys to extend endurance at sea
aboard ships and submarines.

“The long-term goal is to keep
the warfighters at sea doing what
they have to do,” said Rick Watts,
a Navy project officer on the
Joint Food Service and Engineer-
ing Team. 

After more than 20 years serv-
ing as a Navy culinary specialist,
including time aboard subma-
rines, Watts retired as a master
chief and now works to solve
everyday challenges in Navy
galleys.

His team evaluates commer-
cial kitchen equipment to deter-
mine suitability for shipboard
use, including space constraints,
constant motion, power supply
and water requirements. 

Smart technologies are being
tested to address personnel shor-
tages and training gaps in ship
galleys. Automated tilt skillets,
for example, are designed to
simplify complex cooking tasks.
With recipes pre-programmed
into the system, the skillet guides
culinary specialists step by step,
producing consistent meals and
reducing food waste.

A new deep-fat fryer, devel-
oped over the past year, is also
being prepared for testing with
the submarine force.

“Our No. 1 challenge is obso-
lescence,” Watts said. “We have
older equipment, so we have to
find new solutions for those.”

Looking further ahead, the
Breadbot — an automated bread
production system — is being
explored for potential shipboard
use. While promising for the
future, Watts said it still has
some “growing pains” and is not
yet ready for implementation on
Navy vessels.

Alongside equipment testing,
food technologist Brittany Kou-
koulas works with Navy recipe
development on the Functional
Food Nutrition Intervention

Team. Her team constantly ex-
periments with ingredients to
develop new food recipes that
meet the “Go For Green” nutri-
tional standards for sailors. 

Her team is currently experi-
menting with freeze-dried in-
gredients to see if they can help
extend ship endurance, allowing
vessels to stay at sea longer with-
out running out of food. Recently,
she worked on a strawberry
shortbread cookie recipe.

“There is a push on finding out
some information about freeze-
dried ingredients based on some
conversations with the fleet,”
said Koukoulas, who is currently
conducting research and devel-
opment in the lab.

Watts added that freeze-dried
ingredients have been highly

successful for the submarine
force and now surface vessels
are beginning to show more of an
interest recently.

Developing and finalizing one
food recipe can take two to five
weeks before it is submitted to
Naval Supply Systems Command
for review and distribution to the
fleet, according to Koukoulas. An
average of 15-20 new recipes are
implemented in the fleet each
year.

Kitchen equipment takes much
longer than recipes to reach
vessels. Tests take about a week,
followed by reports and reviews
from NAVSUP and Naval Sea
Systems Command, said Watts.
Depending on priority, installa-
tion of equipment can take
months or even years.

Navy aims to extend endurance at sea 
Effort includes
high-tech galley
equipment,
freeze-dried food

BY KAYLYN BARNHART

BATISTA
Stars and Stripes 

ZACHARY WHEELER/U.S. Navy

Rick Watts, a Navy Project Officer with the Combat Feeding Division at the U.S. Army DEVCOM Soldier Center in Natick, Mass., inspects the
Breadbot, an automated bakery by Wilkinson Baking Co., for potential shipboard use.

U.S. Army

Koukoulas, a Food Technologist and Navy Project Officer for the
Defense Department’s Combat Feeding Division, prepares
side-by-side comparison samples of beef enchilada casseroles,
in the Navy kitchen at the DEVCOM Soldier Center.

U.S. Army

Brittany Koukoulous, left and Watts, middle, demonstrate rehydration
of freeze-dried products.
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U.S. military personnel deli-
vered roughly 188 tons of relief
supplies to Sri Lanka in the week
following the devastating Cy-
clone Ditwah in late November,
the Air Force said in a news
release.

The U.S. rapidly deployed a
pair of C-130J Super Hercules
cargo planes from Yokota Air
Base, Japan, that carried 70
personnel and relief supplies to
aid hard-to-reach areas of the
island nation off the southeast tip
of India.

Heavy rains from the cyclone
caused flooding and mudslides
after the storm made landfall on
Nov. 27. As of Dec. 31, the disas-
ter had displaced more than
205,000 people, damaged or de-
stroyed almost 119,000 homes,
killed 644 people and left 175
missing, according to the United
Nations International Organiza-
tion for Migration.

Twelve C-130J sorties from
Katunayake Air Base — Sri Lan-
ka’s largest air force base —
delivered 377,150 pounds of aid,
which included caches of food,
drinking water, shelters, emer-
gency first-aid items and com-
munications equipment, the Air
Force said. The mission was
supported by the 36th Contingen-

cy Response at Kadena Air Base,
Okinawa.

The relief was aimed at the
hardest-hit regions of Ampara,
Anuradhapura, Jaffna, Mattala,
Ratmalana and Trincomalee,
according to the release.

The commander of Pacific Air
Forces, Gen. Kevin Schneider,
touted the aid as a testament to
the strength of America’s grow-

ing partnership with Sri Lanka.
“By working closely with our

Sri Lankan counterparts, we
were able to support relief efforts
for communities affected by the
cyclone and deliver critical assis-
tance where it was needed most,”
Schneider said in the release.
“This collaboration underscores
our shared commitment to sav-
ing lives and supporting one

another in times of need.”
The rapid deployment was

possible because of a November
defense agreement between the
two nations that formalized coop-
eration in disaster response and
relief, among other aspects such
as joint training and cyber de-
fense.

That pact allowed the U.S. to
issue a $2.1 million humanitarian

relief package within 72 hours of
the cyclone making landfall, the
Air Force said.

That package included logis-
tics equipment such as fuel
trucks, forklifts, lights, gener-
ators, parts and portable cargo-
loaders, the Air Force said.

US delivers 188 tons of aid to Sri Lanka

JACOB WOOD/U.S. Air Force

American and Sri Lankan personnel unload relief supplies last month in Trichomalee, Sri Lanka. 

Island nation
was hit hard by
Cyclone Ditwah
in November

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
@WyattWOlson

BY WYATT OLSON
Stars and Stripes 

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth has ordered sweeping
changes to the U.S. military’s
chaplain corps, with a plan to
simplify a system that he said has
become too focused on “new age”
concepts. 

“Our chaplains are chaplains,
not emotional support officers,
and we’re going to treat them as
such,” Hegseth said in a video
statement to the force on Dec. 17.

“Faith and virtue were traded
for self-help and self-care,” Heg-
seth said, adding that chaplains
had been “minimized” and were
“viewed by many as therapists,
instead of ministers.”

He took special aim at the
Army, saying its current spiritual

fitness guide is pushing secular
humanism, and he ordered the
service to cease using the pro-
gram immediately.

“It mentions God one time.
That’s it,” Hegseth said. “It men-
tions feelings 11 times. It even
mentions playfulness, whatever
that is, nine times. ... In short, it’s
unacceptable and unserious. So
we’re tossing it.”

Hegseth said the Pentagon is
working on a new program,
which could curtail what qual-
ifies as a faith or belief recog-
nized in the military.

“More reforms will be coming
in the days and weeks ahead, he
said. “There will be a top-down
cultural shift putting spiritual
well-being on the same footing as
mental and physical health.”

In 2017, the Pentagon updated
what qualifies as a recognized
religious denomination or belief
system, with a list of 221 groups
that ranged from the mainstream
to obscure Christian sects, Wic-
cans and atheists.

Hegseth blamed such changes
on “political correctness” and an
“ongoing war on warriors.” The
department will create a new list
of religious affiliation codes, he
said without specifying what
religions or belief systems are in
and which ones are out

“We’re going to streamline it ...
so that our chaplains can actually
use it to minister better to the
flock,” Hegseth said.

Religious reboot: Hegseth tosses
Army’s spiritual fitness guide

MATTHEW GARNIER/U.S. Army

A U.S. Chaplain provides spiritual support during an exercise at the
National Training Center, Fort Irwin, Calif., on Feb. 18.

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
@john_vandiver

BY JOHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes 
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WASHINGTON — The de-
fense bill that President Donald
Trump signed into law puts an
end to many military experi-
ments on cats and dogs and
declares a ceasefire to shooting
animals in “trauma” exercises.

The 2026 National Defense
Authorization Act, enacted Dec.
18, includes a provision that
bans the Defense Department
from continuing to conduct and
sponsor “painful research” on
domestic cats and dogs as live
test subjects.

The bill also orders the De-
fense Department to ensure that
it will not engage in “live-fire
trauma training” that targets
dogs, cats, nonhuman primates
and marine mammals. 

Supporters said the bill ends
exercises that involved shooting,
critically wounding and killing
goats and pigs to help educate
medics in treating combat in-
juries. The legislation directs the
military to use technologically
advanced human simulators
instead.

The shift is part of a govern-

ment-wide effort to phase out
the use of live animals in feder-
ally sponsored tests, studies and
training, with pressure growing
from the Trump administration,
Congress and animal welfare
groups to end the practice.

The Navy in May implement-
ed a total ban on experiments
using cats and dogs. The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs is phas-
ing out research on cats, dogs
and non-human primates.

The defense secretary can
make exceptions in the interests
of national security. Exemptions
also may be made for training
and studies related to military or
service animals.

Lawmakers from both parties
welcomed the restrictions on
live-animal tests and training in
the 2026 defense bill.

“It is indefensible to waste tax
dollars designed to boost our
national security on cruel and
pointless experiments on cats
and dogs,” said Sen. Jodi Ernst,
R-Iowa, a retired lieutenant
colonel in the Army National
Guard. 

“Research and testing meth-
ods involving dogs and cats are

outdated. We must adopt more
scientific approaches to improve
lives,” said Rep. Don Davis,
D-N.C., a former first lieutenant
in the Air Force. The military,
for example, increasingly uses
technologically advanced human
simulators that physicians say
better prepare medics for battle-
field injuries. 

New restrictions on using
domestic cats and dogs in mil-
itary studies target research that
is “painful” but does not end all
experiments.

Defunded are animal experi-
ments that cause significant and
unrelieved pain and distress,
under criteria set by the Agri-
culture Department. 

The bill’s language banning
the military from conducting
live-fire trauma tests on animals
identifies dogs, cats, nonhuman
primates and marine mammals.
But advocates say the prohib-
ition applies to all animals. The
defense secretary is directed to
use alternatives that include
advanced simulators, manne-
quins and cadavers.

AUDREY CHAPPELL/U.S. Air National Guard

Personnel at the Naval Medical Center in San Diego practice emergency simulations in July. The 2026
National Defense Authorization Act orders the Defense Department to ensure that it will not engage in
“live-fire trauma training” that targets animals, instead directing the military to use human simulators. 

Military ending ‘painful’
experiments on cats, dogs

BY LINDA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes 

hersey.linda@stripes.com

Two Navy sailors are facing
federal charges for what author-
ities say were sham marriages
with Chinese immigrants seeking
U.S. residency. 

Jacinth Bailey and Morgan
Chambers are charged with one
count each of conspiracy to com-
mit marriage fraud, federal court
records show. 

Bailey and Chambers were to
receive $45,000 and $35,000,
respectively, as part of the
scheme to recruit American
citizens, preferably U.S. service
members, prosecutors said in
separate filings last month in
federal court in Jacksonville, Fla. 

The Navy didn’t immediately
respond to questions about the
rank and duty assignment of the
sailors. The service has an air
station in Jacksonville. 

If convicted, Bailey and Cham-
bers face up to five years in pris-
on. Neither of them has appeared
in court or entered a plea, but
each waived their right to be
formally indicted. 

Their attorneys declined com-
ment on Jan. 5, citing the pend-
ing case.

At least two other sailors are
involved in the case.

In August, former Navy recrui-
ter Brinio Urena pleaded guilty
to one count of conspiracy to
commit marriage fraud, The
New York Times reported on
Jan. 2.

As part of his plea deal, Urena
admitted to marrying a Chinese
woman for money in August 2024
and also admitted to helping
recruit fellow service members
to do the same. 

His sentencing is scheduled
for Jan. 21. 

Navy reservist Raymond Zum-
ba pleaded guilty in July to at-
tempting to bribe a Naval Air
Station Jacksonville official in
exchange for fraudulent military
identification cards for two ineli-
gible people with links to China.
Zumba’s sentencing in that case
was set for Jan. 14. 

Separately, he also faces a
charge of conspiracy to commit
marriage fraud related to his
April 2024 wedding to a Chinese
national, according to a Dec. 5
federal court filing in Jackson-
ville. A Dec. 12 court entry in-
dicates that Zumba agreed to
plead guilty in the case. 

Urena and Zumba were not
named in charging documents
for Bailey and Chambers. 

But in their Dec. 5 filing, pros-
ecutors said Zumba recruited
Urena in May 2024 to enter a
sham marriage. 

After Urena’s wedding, Zumba
asked him to obtain a military
identification card for his new
wife because it would help the
immigration process, according
to the filing. 

He also asked Urena “to help
him find and recruit other U.S.
citizens who would be willing to
marry Chinese nationals and
facilitate their immigration sta-
tus for money,” the filing states. 

In October 2024, Urena and an
unidentified Navy sailor contact-
ed another service member to
recruit her for marriage to an
unidentified Chinese national. 

About a month later, Urena
introduced the service member
to Zumba, who specified the
payment terms, according to the
filing. 

That marriage took place on
Jan. 2, 2025, after Zumba and
another unidentified co-conspira-
tor drove the service member
and her soon-to-be husband from
New York City to a Connecticut
courthouse, according to court
documents. 

The documents do not name
the service member involved, but
the dates and payment terms are
consistent with information con-
tained in a court filing for Bailey. 

Afterward, Bailey attended a
“sham wedding party,” during
which photographs were taken to
substantiate the legitimacy of the
marriage for immigration appli-
cation purposes. 

Bailey also was paid an addi-
tional $10,000 at the party, court
documents show. 

She also was asked to apply for
and obtain a military identifica-
tion card for the Chinese national
that would allow him access to
U.S. military facilities, prose-
cutors say. 

Chambers flew to Las Vegas in
October 2024 for her wedding
and afterward was paid $10,000
cash in a restaurant restroom,
court documents state. 

A separate court document
indicates that Urena flew with an
unidentified co-conspirator to a
sham wedding in Las Vegas that
took place on the same day.

The scheme came to light
during a conversation between
Zumba and a confidential in-
formant, court records show. 

Sailors charged in
fake marriages to
Chinese nationals

BY ALISON BATH
Stars and Stripes 

bath.alison@stripes.com 
@alisonbath_
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