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YOUR VOTE YOUR VOTE 
COUNTS!COUNTS!

LOCATION: Humåtak Bay 

Guam Discovery Day falls on 

-

-
-

-

CONTACT: (671) 747-2932 or the 

 (671) 828-8251

- Guam Visitors Bureau

GUAM.STRIPES.COM  SUBMIT STORIES TO: GUAM@STRIPES.COM FACEBOOK.COM/STRIPESPACIFIC FREE
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A t f ThailandA taste of Thailand
tuktuktuktuk

GUAM HISTORY & 
CHAMORRO HERITAGE 
DAY (DISCOVERY DAY)

Feb. 28 - March 3
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To place an ad, call 
DSN 315-229-3224 (Doug Johnson) 

or 315-229-3174 (Eric Lee)
 johnson.douglas@stripes.com 

or lee.eric@stripes.com

For feedback and inquiries,

contact Customerhelp@Stripes.com
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LOCATION: Inalåhan Baseball Field 

CONTACT:  (671) 475-2509 OR (671) 686-0959

- Guam Visitors Bureau

For more event information, Go to,
GUAM.STRIPES.COM

INALÅHAN GADAO FESTIVAL
Feb. 14 - 15
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• Transportation

• Be adventurous but not dumb
-

• Charcoal tablets

• Visit booths with lots of customers

8 STRIPES GUAM A STARS AND STRIPES

� Thailand Tips

A taste of Thailand     tuktukA taste of Th

Read more stories!
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Speaking Thai

Hello: 
Thank you: 
No worries: Mai Pen Rai
Delicious: 
Sorry / excuse me: 
What is your name?: Khun Chue Arai
Bathroom: 

Bang

Myanmar

THA

�

"
��#�
$���
��%���&������

Read more ssssttttoriesRead more ssssttories
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A taste of Thailand     tuktukhailand tuktuk
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Yummy!
Yummy!

gkok

VietnamCambodia

Laos

Malaysia

AILAND

by
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Call G.A.I.N. (Guam Animals In Need) Animal Shelter in Yigo at 
653-4246 or visit <www.guamanimals.org> for more information 
on adopting this pet. G.A.I.N. is a shelter-based humane society 
with a mission to prevent cruelty to animals, educate the public 
and promote good animal laws. Under Water World will donate 
one adult admission for every Pet of the Week adopted.

G.A.I.N. Pet of the Week

THAILAND: THAILAND: Tasty trip!
�-+ )+3',���-1�&��'�4
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��
!����� ����
��
�
��

Kaizaya 
Kaizaya is an adorable 8-week-old Torbie 
kitten with a playful personality and a 
heart full of curiosity. This little bundle 
of joy loves to explore, pounce, and 
snuggle up after a day of adventures. 

bring endless love to your life!
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�
�2�

With Every $10
Purchase

$5
Witthh EEveerryy $$10

Puurrcchhaassee

*Cannot Be Combined With Any Other Offer Or Discount

Receive a Coupon
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Dinh Cau Rocks

-
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-

Suds and sunsets

Ong Lang Beach
-

-
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- Random tips -
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Solo adventure in
Phu Quoc
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Stripes Guam is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. 

This newspaper is authorized for publication by the 

Department of Defense for members of the military services 

overseas. However, the contents of Stripes Guam are unofficial, 

and are not to be considered as the official  views of, or 

endorsed by, the U.S. government, including the Department 

of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, 

Stripes Guam may be distributed through official channels 

and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and 

isolated locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including 

inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of 

those products by the Department of Defense or Stars and 

Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication 

shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage 

without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 

age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or 

any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

�&'�,'�#��-.&/��()#�*0

Phu Quoc Night Market

-

Did someone say cake?

-

Hello:
Thank you:
Yes:
No:
Please:
Excuse me/Sorry:
Goodbye:

Speakin’ Vietnamese

.	
��"��	������	�1
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Boonie Stomps Guam
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY

GUAM BOONIE STOMPERS

  

Answer

Answer to Previous Sudoku:

57 Shopping aids 10 Thin-heeled 
61 Workers' pro- shoe

tection org. 11 Off one's rocker
62 Glassmaking 12 Highly excited

color 13 Countless
64 Subsequently 18 "Any ___?"
65 Edit 22 Skin blemishes
66 Songstress 24 Gift-tag word

Horne 25 Actress Winger
67 Ogled 26 Fake name
68 Labor's partner 27 Artist's garment
69 Washstand 29 Kind of 

vessel sentence
30 Skilled

DOWN 31 Linguine sauce
1 Ward who 34 Permit

played Robin 35 Pick-me-up
2 Turn over ___ 38 Ring finger's 

leaf place

ACROSS
1 Like Hubbard's 

cupboard
5 World record?

10 Loud door 
sound

14 System for 
servers

15 Shipping 
container

16 Roman robe
17 Breathing 

apparatus
19 Screen symbol
20 Jacket fabric
21 Family-tree 

study
23 Library section
25 Sneaky coward
28 Catch in a sting
32 Stately tree
33 Potting mixtures
36 Chopin piece
37 H.S. lab class
39 Track events
41 Till fill 3 Skyrocket 40 Psychic 55 White as a ghost
42 Revs 4 Master hand 43 Kind of loser 56 What you used 
44 Digs for pigs 5 Puzzler's dir. 45 Refine metal to be
46 Top anagram 6 Shakespeare 48 Railroad porter 58 Great deal
47 Request works 50 Fit to be tried? 59 It may be carried
49 Token 7 "See ya!" 52 Mealtime lure 60 Barely burn
51 Valued highly 8 Perform 53 Cavalry sword 63 Mormons, for 
54 Notre Dame, for penance 54 Shelter for short

one 9 Peaceful doves

Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Copyright 2025 by The Puzzle Syndicate

Answers to Previous Crossword:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

A L F A S O A P S P A M
L E A P U R G E F A R C E
L A V A P I E D I N E R T
O V E R S E E I C E D T E A
W E S T E R N G O R S E

M A S T E R L Y N B A
A S S E R T L E O I D E A
J O H N I D L E R N E A R
A L O T T E E S E N D U P
R O W P I N N A C L E

T A R O T C H A R G E R
M A R T I N I C E N T I M E
A X I O M S T E M U V E A
D I A N E T O N E B E N D
E L L E S E T S E N D S
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Stripes Sports Trivia
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Boonie Stomps Guam
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Complete 10
 Boonie Stomp 

  hikes to earn a fre
e 

      
 Boonie Stomp 

      
     T

-Shirt.

REMINDER!  We no longer meet at Chamorro 
Village.  We meet at the trailhead.  

	���
�����������&'��������
���
������������������������������
����&���������!����


For more information:
www.facebook.com/

GuamBoonieStompers

SCHEDULE 2025
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President Joe Biden awards the
Medal of Honor on to Spc. 4 Kenneth
J. David in Washington on Jan. 3. 

ERIC KAYNE/Stars and Stripes

‘Flat-out,
straight-up
American
hero’
7 receive Medal of Honor
Pages 2, 3
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WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden was direct when
speaking to Kenneth David on
Jan. 3. 

“You’re a hero, a genuine
hero,” said Biden, who presented
such an honor for the final time
in his administration. “Flat-out,
straight-up American hero, and
we owe you.” 

David was one of seven sol-
diers that day who served in the
wars in Vietnam and Korea to
receive the nation’s highest mil-
itary award for valor in combat
from President Joe Biden. But
David, who served in Vietnam,
was the only man present for the
ceremony. The other awards
were presented posthumously.
Four men had died in combat
and two died after their military
service.

David, now 74, joined the
Army in August 1969 after being
drafted. He graduated from
Girard High School in Ohio and
had been working for a year.

“Being I was brought up prop-
er, I went in the Army and ful-
filled my commitment to our
country. That’s what I believed
in,” he told reporters ahead of
the ceremony. 

Then-Pfc. David distinguished
himself on May 7, 1970, in the
Thua Thien Province. He served
as a radio-telephone operator
with Company D, 1st Battalion,
506th Infantry, 101st Airborne
Division, near Fire Support Base
Maureen.

“We got overrun,” he said.
“[It] was pitch black at night.
Explosions started going off, and
we got overrun by sappers. And
behind the sappers were [North
Vietnamese troops].” 

The enemy’s initial assault
mortally wounded the company’s
platoon leader. David’s lieute-
nant was killed instantly, Biden
said. Then David was also hit in
the back with shrapnel. 

“But he couldn’t and wouldn’t
give up,” the president added.

Without hesitation, David
handed his radio to his platoon
sergeant and moved forward to
the defensive perimeter, un-
leashing automatic weapons fire
on the enemy troops.

David, from his position, beat
back enemy efforts to overrun
him. Realizing the impact of the
enemy assault on the wounded,
who were being moved to the
center of the defensive perim-
eter that the U.S. troops had

established, David moved to a
position outside of the perimeter
while continuing to engage the
enemy.

Each time the enemy attempt-
ed to concentrate its fire on
wounded Americans inside the
perimeter, David jumped from
his position and yelled to draw
enemy fire away from injured
troops. Refusing to withdraw in
the face of the concentrated
enemy fire now directed toward
him, he continued to engage the
enemy. 

Though wounded by an ex-
ploding satchel charge and run-
ning low on ammunition, he
tossed hand grenades toward the
attackers to counter their fire.
The unit’s medic, realizing David
had been injured, moved to his
position to provide medical aid.
David told the medic that he was
OK and continued to fight on.

“The adrenaline was so high in
me that I had no idea … but I
was able to save seven [other
troops],” he said. “So, between
the effort of Greg and myself, we
did our duty.” 

David credited his buddy, Spc.
Gregory Phillips, for his efforts
during the fight. Phillips re-
ceived the Silver Star for his
actions. David initially received
the Distinguished Service Cross
for his heroics that day.

Another soldier who fought in
Vietnam also received the Medal
of Honor on Friday — Capt.

Hugh Nelson Jr.
His daughter, Debbie

McKnight, recounted recently
how she didn’t want her father to
go to Vietnam.

“As a 5-year-old, I remember
him lifting me up in my grand-
parents’ house. And I told him
not to go because I was never
going to see him again,” she said. 

Six months later, Army offi-
cials drove up to the Nelsons’
house to inform them that Hugh
was killed in action. He was 28.
It happened the day before her
little brother, Hugh Nelson III,
turned 1 years old.

McKnight and her family
know the sacrifice her father
made. The country now knows it
too as Nelson posthumously
received the highest military
honor for heroism in battle.

Nelson was raised in Rocky
Mount and Durham, N.C.
McKnight said her father was in
JROTC in high school before
graduating from The Citadel in
South Carolina in 1959.

On June 5, 1966, near Moc
Hoa, Nelson was the acting air-
craft commander of a Huey
helicopter with the 114th Avia-
tion Company on a search-and-
destroy reconnaissance mission
when the aircraft was struck by
a barrage of enemy fire that
rendered it uncontrollable.

McKnight’s brother, “Tripp”
as the family refers to him, said
his father was flying the hel-

icopter with three other crew
members. Tripp Nelson said
reports on the fight concluded
the aircraft hit the ground at 100
miles per hour. 

The crash left the four-man
crew unconscious in the hel-
icopter. Nelson was the first to
wake up and moved to the other
side of the aircraft where he
found his dazed and wounded

crew chief still
trapped inside
the Huey. After
getting him out
of the aircraft,
Nelson climbed
into the severely
damaged hel-
icopter to assist
the door gunner,
who was still
strapped inside

and unable to move.
While Nelson tried to free his

comrade, North Vietnamese
troops attacked the downed hel-
icopter, firing automatic rifles
and small arms from about 30
feet away. The heavy enemy fire
wounded Nelson but he contin-
ued his efforts to free the
trapped door gunner. After free-
ing the soldier from the Huey,
Nelson used his body as a shield
to cover the door gunner from
the intense enemy fire.

“I’ve read everywhere that he
took between six and, I believe,
20 rounds,” Tripp Nelson said.
“He passed away during that
time. The other three crew
members lived and luckily were
evacuated fairly quickly.”

McKnight said the family was
returning home from getting
haircuts when they pulled up to
the house and saw two men
waiting for them. After the men
left, McKnight went in the house
and saw her mother crying. 

“She looked at me and she
said that my daddy was gone and
he was never coming back,”
McKnight said. “He was just
brought up as a good Christian
and a good soldier, and all he
would have thought about was
doing the right thing. He told us,
and our mother, that the one
thing that he had to do was he
had to fight for freedom so that
everyone had the right to live
their lives the way they wanted.” 

Nelson had initially received
the Distinguished Service Cross,
the Army’s second highest mil-
itary decoration, for his actions
and sacrifice.

The Medal of Honor process
can take years before a service
member receives the award. 

Herm Breuer, an Army veter-
an and a veterans service officer
in Trumbull County, examined
David’s records and felt the
Medal of Honor was justified.
David said Breuer devoted 17
years to work on a recommenda-
tion packet for him.

“Mr. Herm Breuer never gave
up on me and that’s why I’m
here today, and I thank him for
that,” David said.

McKnight said she remembers
the day that Biden called. The
phone call lasted two minutes
and 16 seconds. She was sitting
down because her knees were
shaking. 

After the president recapped
Nelson’s actions and he would
present the family with the Med-
al of Honor posthumously, Biden
commented her father was a
very handsome man.

“I was like, ‘Yes, my mother
thought so too,’ ” McKnight said.
“And that was when the con-
versation ended. I’m not sure if I
should have said that to him, but
it always kind of makes me smile
and giggle when I think about
having said that to the presi-
dent.”

Tripp said despite not knowing
his father, he has several of his
possessions. He has his uniforms
and parachute. He also has his
father’s wallet. 

In Nelson’s wallet, there was a
picture of his wife and a vaccina-
tion card. There were three or
four documents related to code
of conduct and what to do if you
were captured by the Vietna-
mese. His father also had a
prayer in his wallet.

“It was filled with documents
he was keeping with him, I
guess, to remind him what good
conduct was. I don’t think he
needed to remind himself,”
Tripp said. “You can tell a lot
about a person. He felt he was in
the right place where he be-
longed, and that was in the war,
fighting for our country.” 

McKnight accepted the award
on her father’s behalf. She and
the president held hands as the
Medal of Honor citation was
read. It appeared McKnight held
back tears. 

As Biden handed the framed
medal to her, McKnight said,
“Thank you and God bless.”

David was the last to receive
the award among the group. He
stood in a military uniform next
to Biden as his citation was read.
The snapping of photos being
taken could be heard as mem-
bers of the audience captured
the moment. David stayed on the
stage for a little while after the
president placed the medal on
him. The crowd applauded him.
Some people stood up during the
celebration, including Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin. 

“It’s the greatest honor of my
life. To be entrusted with the
greatest fighting force in the
history of the world ... and to
learn these stories of Amer-
icans,” Biden said. 

2 Vietnam soldiers receive Medal of Honor
Both rescued
fellow troops
in combat

adams.matthew@stripes.com
@MatthewAdams60

BY MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes 

ERIC KAYNe/Stars and Stripes

President Joe Biden kisses Debra Nelson McKnight on Jan. 3 after
presenting the Medal of Honor posthumously to her father, Capt.
Hugh R. Nelson Jr.

Nelson 
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WASHINGTON — Juanita Mendez gave
President Joe Biden a kiss as she sat on
stage Jan. 3 to accept the nation’s highest
military honor for combat valor on behalf
of her brother, Pfc. Charles Johnson. 

It drew a laugh from the crowd gathered
in the East Room at the White House. Bi-
den then moved forward with presenting
the Medal of Honor to five Korean War
soldiers.

“These are genuine to their core heroes.
Heroes of different ranks, different posi-
tions and even different generations,” he
said during the ceremony. “But heroes who
all went above and beyond the call of duty,
heroes who all deserve our nation’s highest
and oldest military recognition.”

The president presented seven medals
that day to soldiers who served in the Ko-
rean War and Vietnam War. The heroics of
the five troops who fought in Korea were
not fully recognized at the time, and they
received the Medal of Honor posthumously
as part of a campaign to shine a light on the
role of minority service members in de-
fense of the United States.

All five — one Hispanic, one Filipino-
American, one Japanese-American and
two African-Americans — were awarded
medals for valor at the time.

However, in August 2021, Defense Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin directed secretaries of
the military branches to review decora-
tions given to Black and Native American
veterans to determine whether their ac-
tions “warrant the award of the Medal of
Honor,” the military’s highest award for
valor.

Of the more than 3,500 service members
who have been awarded the Medal of Hon-
or, only 94 African Americans, 59 Hispan-
ics and 35 Asian or Pacific Islanders have
received the decoration, according to the
Congressional Medal of Honor Society.

On Jan. 3, Biden added five more.
Gen. Richard Cavazos, who was from

Kingsville, Texas, entered
the Army after graduat-
ing from what is now
Texas Tech University.
During the Korean con-
flict, he served as com-
mander of E Company,
2nd Battalion, 65th In-
fantry Regiment, com-
prised mostly of Spanish-

speaking Puerto Ricans.
On the night of June 14, 1953, Cavazos led

his company on a raid on an enemy outpost
on Hill 142 near Sagimak, Korea. During
the initial attack, the company came under
intense mortar and artillery fire.

After fierce close combat in the enemy
trenches, the company was forced to pull
back under heavy artillery and mortar fire.
Twice more Cavazos led his soldiers in
assaults on the position despite intense
hostile fire.

Ordered to withdraw, Cavazos remained
alone on the enemy position to search for
missing men. While exposed to enemy fire,
he located five casualties and evacuated
them to safety on the reverse slope of a
nearby hill where they were shielded from
enemy fire.

Returning to the battlefield, he found
others who had become separated from the
main assault force and personally led them
to safety.

Cavazos repeatedly returned to the ene-
my position until he was satisfied all had
been accounted for, according to records
from the time. Only then would he allow
medics to treat his own wounds.

Cavazos was initially awarded the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross, the second-high-
est military decoration for valor, for his
actions on Hill 142.

After fighting in Korea ended, Cavazos
remained in the Army and was again
awarded a Distinguished Service Cross for
gallantry in Vietnam. In 1976, he became
the first Hispanic to be promoted to briga-
dier general and six years later was ap-
pointed the first four-star general of His-
panic origin.

He retired in 1984 after a 33-year career
and died in 2017 at age 88. In 2023, Fort
Hood, Texas, was renamed Fort Cavazos
after Congress directed the removal of
names of Confederates from American
military installations.

Pvt. Bruno Orig was born in Hawaii to
parents from the Philippines. He was 11
years old when the Japanese attacked

Pearl Harbor in 1941,
plunging the U.S. into
World War II. Following
the example of his father
and stepfather, he enlist-
ed in the Army in 1950
less than two months
after the North Koreans
attacked the South, ignit-
ing the Korean War.

On Feb. 15, 1951, while assigned to G
Company, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry
Regiment, Orig was returning from a wire-
laying mission near Chipyong-ni, Korea,
when he saw several of his comrades had
been wounded during an attack.

Disregarding his own safety, Orig rushed
to them and began administering first aid
under fire. With the help of several com-
rades from the company command post,
Orig began removing the wounded to safe-
ty.

After returning to help more of the
wounded, Orig volunteered to man a ma-
chine gun because most of the crew had
been wounded. He provided covering fire
so a platoon of allies could escape and con-
tinued firing even as his company’s posi-
tions were overrun.

After the battle was over and the area
secured, Orig was found dead beside his
weapon. In front of his position lay the
bodies of several enemy soldiers.

He was 20 years old. For his sacrifice, he
was initially awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross.

“He came upon a firefight, rescued fel-
low soldiers, took a machine gun position,
engaged with the enemy and ultimately
died in action,” his nephew Charles
“Chuck” Allen III said. “But [he] saved a
platoon and doing that is now being recog-
nized.”

Pfc. Wataru Nakamura was a 20-year-
old Japanese American when the U.S.
entered World War II and then-President
Franklin Roosevelt ordered citizens of

Japanese descent into internment camps.
Nakamura and his family were sent to a
camp in Rowher, Ark.

After Japanese American men were
allowed to enlist, he signed up for the Ar-
my, according to his nephew Gary Takashi-
ma. He was assigned to the 442nd Regi-
mental Combat Team, a Japanese Amer-
ican unit that fought in Italy and became
one of the most decorated American units
of the war.

After World War II, Nakamura joined
the Army Reserve and was called up when
the Korean War began. On May 18, 1951,
Nakamura, serving as a lieutenant in the

2nd Infantry Division,
volunteered to repair a
communications line
between his platoon and
the command post. As he
made his way along the
line, he came under fire
from an enemy unit
threatening to breach the
company defense lines.

Nakamura rushed the enemy troops with
a fixed bayonet and singlehandedly de-
stroyed a hostile machine-gun position,
driving the enemy from several bunkers
they had captured. When his ammunition
ran low, he withdrew under intense enemy
fire until he met an ammunition party
climbing the hill.

With more ammunition, Nakamura re-
turned to the fight, killing three enemy
soldiers in one bunker before charging
another. Continuing to press the attack, he
was mortally wounded by an enemy gre-
nade.

Nakamura was 29. He initially received
the Distinguished Service Cross for his
actions and sacrifice.

“He lost his life, volunteering for an
assignment, helping out his unit,” Takashi-
ma said. “My uncle had a commitment to
his service and his fellow soldiers. It im-
pressed one of his buddies, Richard Edle-
beck. When Richard learned years later his
friend didn’t receive the Medal of Honor,
he spent the rest of his life working on a
packet.”

Cpl. Fred McGee was an African Amer-
ican from Steubenville, Ohio, who enlisted
in the Army in May 1951, only about three
years after then-President Harry S. Tru-
man ordered the desegregation of the U.S.

military.
Biden said McGee served in one of the

first integrated Army units in the Korean
War.

Sent to Korea, McGee was serving with
the 7th Infantry Division on Hill 528 when
his unit came under fire. After his squad
leader was wounded, McGee assumed
command and ordered the remaining
members to advance to a more exposed
position and attack an enemy machine-gun

crew.
When his own ma-

chine-gunner was mortal-
ly wounded, McGee took
over the weapon and
ordered the rest of his
squad to withdraw while
he provided cover fire.

Though wounded in the
face, he stood straight up

under intense enemy machine-gun and
mortar fire and tried to evacuate the body
of the company runner. Forced to abandon
the body, he aided a wounded man and
moved him to safety through a barrage of
enemy mortar and artillery fire.

McGee’s daughter, Victoria Secrest, said
while her father was still in Korea, a comic
book publisher wanted to do a story on his
actions at Hill 528. However, there was a
glaring inaccuracy in the depiction.

“They made him a white soldier,” Se-
crest said. “I think it could have been inad-
vertent because they hadn’t seen a picture
of him. I don’t know if they ever saw his
DD-214 (service record).”

McGee was initially awarded a Silver
Star, the third-highest combat decoration.
He died in 2020.

Before Pfc. Charles Johnson was drafted
into the Army, he played football, basket-
ball, baseball and ran track at Arlington
High School in New York. He was also a

singer.
“He had some options

when he was drafted,”
said his nephew Garry
Trey Mendez. “He could
have applied for different
roles in the military. But
he said, ‘No, if other peo-
ple are going to the front,
I need to go to the front

too.’ ”
Johnson, who was African American,

was serving as a Browning Automatic Rifle
operator with Company B, 15th Infantry
Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, when
Chinese forces attacked his unit on June
11-12, 1953. Overwhelming numbers of
Chinese troops assaulted the trenches and
bunkers defended by Johnson and his
squad.

Johnson, who was wounded by artillery
and grenade fire, administered first aid to
the more seriously injured. He dragged a
wounded soldier to a secure bunker, stop-
ping intermittently to aid injured soldiers
and kill several enemy troops in hand-to-
hand combat.

As the second bunker came under attack,
he left the position and began firing at the
enemy to defend the American wounded.
He was killed in the fighting at age 20.
Mendez said his uncle saved the lives of at
least eight soldiers, including his high
school classmate Don Dingee.

He was posthumously awarded the Sil-
ver Star in 2010.

5 Korea soldiers awarded Medal of Honor 
Heroics were not fully recognized in 1950s

ERIC KAYNE/Stars and Stripes 

President Joe Biden stands next to
Victoria Secrest after posthumously
awarding the Medal of Honor to her
father, Cpl. Fred B. McGee, on Friday in
Washington.

BY MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes 
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STUTTGART, Germany —
President-elect Donald Trump’s
recent assertion that the United
States must take possession of
Greenland cast a spotlight upon
U.S. military operations on the
landmass, as the Arctic ice thins
and competition with Russia and
China grows.

Since the 1940s, the Pentagon
has valued Greenland, which
serves as a gateway to the Arctic.
During the Cold War, the mil-
itary had more than 10,000
troops in its territory, which
hosts Pituffik Space Base, for-
merly known as Thule Air Base. 

Today, the nuclear armed
long-range bombers that were
part of the original Cold War
force are gone. But a ballistic
missile early warning mission
carries on. About 200 active-duty
U.S. Air Force and Space Force
personnel are part of that effort,
which entails monitoring orbiting
satellites for signs of attack. 

Trump, during a news confe-
rence, rattled some allies when
he refused to rule out the possi-
bility of seizing Greenland, an
autonomous territory of NATO
member Denmark, by force.

“I’m not going to commit to
that,” Trump said after being
asked if he would reject the no-
tion of using military or econom-
ic coercion to control Greenland.

“We need Greenland for na-
tional security purposes,” he
added.

How Trump’s public pressur-
ing will play out isn’t clear, but
his emphasis on Greenland’s
value to the United States sug-
gests that military activities in
the Arctic will be getting more
attention during his second term.

The High North has taken on
added importance in recent
years given concerns about Rus-
sia’s growing military presence
in the Arctic. China also has
signaled an intent to play a larg-
er role in the region, declaring
itself in 2018 a “near-Arctic
country” with vested interests.

Trump alluded to both coun-
tries Tuesday, saying that Rus-
sian and Chinese vessels naviga-
ting waters near Greenland pose
a danger. 

“You have Chinese ships all
over the place. You have Russian
ships all over the place. We’re
not letting that happen,” Trump
said. 

Military and civilian ships

alike typically have the right to
freedom of navigation under
international law. There are
some restrictions on the actions
they may take, particularly for
warships, in territorial waters.

The Pentagon has sought to
bring more attention to oper-
ations in the Arctic and updated
its strategy for the region in
2024. But there haven’t been any
major force posture adjustments
there. 

That could change given envi-
ronmental factors. With melting
sea ice, new commercial ship-
ping lanes are opening up that

will shorten travel routes be-
tween the Far East and northern
Europe.

Arctic shipping increased by
37% between 2013 and 2023,
according to the Arctic Council,
an intergovernmental forum.

The circumstances bring po-
tential access to valuable miner-
als and oil, which also could be of
interest to Trump. 

The ice-free part of Greenland
also has the potential to be a
major source for in-demand rare
earth minerals that support a
wide range of industries, the
Geological Survey of Denmark

and Greenland said in 2023.
There are already indications

of the Pentagon stepping up
activities in Greenland.

In 2022, the U.S. Air Force
awarded a nearly $4 billion con-
tract to ensure ongoing oper-
ations at Pituffik. And in 2023,
four Air Force F-35s deployed
for the first time at the base to
show off the ability to operate in
harsh terrain. 

In August, the Washington-
based Atlantic Council think tank
published an analysis that said
the United States should “double
down” on the development of

Greenland as a cornerstone of its
security strategy in the Arctic. 

Given China’s overtures to
Greenland to develop its mineral
resources, “much more needs to
be done to realize Greenland’s
full potential in supporting the
United States’ economic and
security interests,” the Atlantic
Council paper said.

Greenland was ruled directly
by Denmark from the early 18th
century until home rule began on
the island in 1979. In 2009,
Greenland approved a refer-
endum granting it autonomy in
all matters except defense, se-
curity and foreign policy. 

Floating the idea of using co-
ercion or force could be a nego-
tiating tactic for Trump, who
said that he didn’t consider Den-
mark’s authority over Greenland
legitimate. 

But Trump has long had an
eye on Greenland and his recent
comments went further than past
statements about wanting to
acquire the territory.

The situation is likely to be-
come a point of diplomatic ten-
sion inside NATO and a source of
unease for Denmark, which has
signaled that it has no intention
of parting with Greenland. 

Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen sought to solidify
the island’s autonomy following
Trump’s remarks, saying that
“Greenland belongs to Green-
land” and wasn’t for sale. 

US interest in Greenland, Arctic growing
Trump comments
a reminder of US,
adversaries’ focus
on High North

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
@john_vandiver

BY JOHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes 

BENJAMIN WISEMAN/U.S. Air Force

Airmen conduct engine runs on an F-35A Lightning II aircraft on the ramp at Thule Air Base, Greenland, in 2023. President-elect Donald
Trump has said that the U.S. must take possession of Greenland for national security reasons. 

STARS AND STRIPEs / Stars and Stripes

The Ballistic Missile Early Warning System in Greenland is one of three such installations that keep an eye
out for long-range missiles leaving Russia. President-elect Donald Trump has said that the United States
must take possession of Greenland for national security reasons. 
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WASHINGTON — The Air
Force expanded retention bonus-
es this month for 89 career fields
in high demand from cyber sys-
tems operations to bomb tech-
nicians. 

Though the list was not made
readily available by the service,
it appeared on a Facebook group
called “Air Force amn/nco/snco.”

“The list is authentic and accu-
rate and was effective Dec. 16.
We use the selective retention
bonus to help retain talent that is
in high demand,” Air Force
spokeswoman Rose Riley said in
a statement.

The military celebrated meet-
ing recruiting goals in 2024 but
attracting young Americans has
been a long-running issue for the
services. The Army, Navy and
Air Force made changes after not
meeting recruiting goals in 2023.
Each service employed various
strategies, programs and entice-
ments to overcome recruiting
woes in recent years that were
exacerbated by several issues
including in-person recruiting
restrictions during the coro-
navirus pandemic, a low un-
employment rate and stiff com-
petition from the private sector.

The Air Force fell short of its
recruitment goals by 10% in 2023.
Relaxed tattoo rules and in-

creased bonuses are among the
methods used to help the Air
Force reach its recruiting mis-
sion goals in 2024, service offi-
cials have said. 

The service also recently ex-
panded medical waivers to cover
asthma, food allergies and hear-
ing loss in a bid to bring more
recruits into the fold.

The memo detailing the career
fields states the funds can range
from $180,000 to $360,000 during
an airman’s career. The selective
retention bonuses are used to
keep highly skilled airmen in job
fields that might have low staff-
ing, low reenlistment or high exit
rates. 

Some of the various roles in-
clude working dog handlers,
bomb technicians, flight atten-
dants, paralegals and airborne
cryptologic language analysts.

Though the list has 89 jobs,
some older jobs might not be
included. For any careers that
might have been removed from
the list, airmen have until Feb. 15
to get another contract “before it
is reduced [or] terminated” by
Feb. 16, the document said.

The Air Force’s budget for
fiscal 2025 set aside $1.1 billion
for bonuses and retention pro-
grams for 118,000 positions.

Air Force expands retention bonuses

MICHAEL WARD/U.S. Air Force 

Senior Airman Victor Diaz, a military working dog handler, enters the assessment zone with Lezer at
Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.

89 high-demand career fields covered

adams.matthew@stripes.com 
@MatthewAdams60

BY MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes 

Marine Corps staff sergeants
and gunnery sergeants will begin
attending the same leadership
school for promotion to the next
rank under a pilot program that
will merge their respective
schools. 

The creation of a single pro-
gram to teach leadership skills,
tactics classes and other aspects
of their roles is intended to lessen
the time those Marines spend
away from their units.

The program consolidating the
Career and Advanced schools
will begin in the spring, a Marine
Corps administrative message
said.

While the change is being
referred to as a pilot program, it
appears likely to become perma-
nent. The administrative mes-

sage issued last month stated that
the existing format offering sep-
arate resident schools will sunset
in February 2025, while distance
learning programs will be avail-
able until June 2025.  

The new senior noncommis-
sioned officer leadership school
will be offered in two formats,
online and in person. The online
version will last 15 weeks, and
prerequisites will be updated. 

The distance course will be run
through the Fort Worth, Texas,
region beginning in March 2025
and be offered to Marines who
can’t attend in person.

The course sites are at Marine
Corps Base Quantico, Va.; Camp
Lejeune, N.C.; Camp Pendleton,
Calif.; and Camp Smedley D.
Butler on Okinawa. For the resi-
dent version, instruction will
begin in April and is shortened to

seven weeks.
Staff sergeants and gunnery

sergeants who have already
completed current requirements
are exempt from attending the
new program, according to the
statement.

A third option is a two-week
format available for Marines of
those two ranks who are individ-
ual ready reservists or get mobi-

lized as individual augmentees.
“Through the (school), our

SNCOs are equipped with the
tools to not only lead more effec-
tively but to mentor and guide
their Marines through the com-
plexities of today’s operational
environment,” Sgt. Maj. Stephen
Griffin of the Training and Edu-
cation Command said in the Dec.
23 statement. 

The change was intended to
balance the needs for education
and occupational training, Griffin
said.

Timelines for classes begin-
ning in the 2026 academic year
starting in July have not yet been
announced.

Marines to unify
senior leadership
courses for NCOs

RYAN PULLIAM/U.S. Marine Corps 

Marines at Recruiting Station Houston graduate from their Advanced School Seminar in June. A new senior
noncommissioned leadership school pilot program will merge career and advanced schools for staff
sergeants and gunnery sergeants, streamlining their training time, according to the service. 

gordon.lydia@stripes.com 
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WASHINGTON — Christoph-
er, a Marine Corps veteran who
survived a truck explosion while
serving in Afghanistan, said the
near-death experience caused
him to consider his own mortality
and how he wants his burial to be
handled.

The 35-year-old Colorado resi-
dent, who declined to provide his
last name, said he has done ad-
vance planning and conveyed his
desire to have a natural burial,
also known as a green burial, that
does not burden loved ones with
thousands of dollars in funeral
bills.

In contrast to the pomp and
circumstance of traditional mil-
itary funerals, a growing number
of veterans say they prefer a
simple, low-cost burial that for-
goes the luxury of lined caskets
and marble urns for a natural
interment with minimal impact
to the environment, according to
a recent survey of veterans by
the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Based on survey feedback, the
VA recently opened green burial
sections at three national cem-
eteries that limit markers and
landscaping, forgo chemicals and
embalming fluids, and use cas-
kets, shrouds and urns from
natural materials that degrade
over time.

The green burials are offered
at Pikes Peak National Cemetery
in Colorado Springs, Colo.; the
National Memorial Cemetery of
Arizona in Phoenix; and Florida
National Cemetery in Bushnell,
which is north of Tampa. 

The VA survey showed respon-
dents ages 40 and under had the
greatest interest in natural buri-
als and overwhelmingly support-
ed green alternatives.

“Just put me in a pine box
where my body can decompose
and return to nature,” said Chris-
topher, a former sergeant who
served between 2007 and 2016 in
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Interest by veterans and their
families in green burials paral-
lels a national trend among
Americans seeking alternatives
to formal funerals with costly
grave sites, underground vaults
and a standardized burial proc-
ess that does not allow for indi-
vidual expression, according to
Ann Hoffner, who publishes
“Green Burial Naturally,” a
state-by-state guide to natural
burials. 

The number of cemeteries
offering green burials has grown
from 42 in 2016 to more than 300
in 2024, Hoffner said.

Hoffner first learned about
green burials through her own

experience seeking an alterna-
tive to a conventional funeral for
her 94-year-old father, a World
War II veteran who died in 2016.

Edward A. Hoffner was an
Army lieutenant who partici-
pated in the liberation of France,
his daughter said.

Hoffner published an essay
about her father’s natural burial
at a wooded sanctuary, compari-
ng it to a cousin’s traditional
funeral “in a painted casket in a
concrete vault under an Astroturf
temporary covering” at a memo-
rial park.

An American flag was draped
over her father’s body, which
was wrapped in a shroud of nat-
ural material. Mourners placed
his body in a wooden wagon that
was wheeled to his grave at
Steelmantown Cemetery, a wood-
land burial preserve in New
Jersey. 

An honor guard played taps
and fired a three-volley salute as
a final farewell after the body
was lowered into the ground. 

“The wild blueberries had
been pulled back to admit his
body and would be replanted,”

Ann Hoffner wrote. “It was an
extraordinary realization that he
had joined an ecosystem. It
would recycle the nutrients in his
flesh and bones and weave them
into life.”

While the Hoffner family holds
a deed to his burial plot, there
are no grave markers or head
stones.

The simplicity of green burials
also makes them less costly for
the survivors. They typically cost
about $6,000, but prices vary by
location and the services select-
ed, according to the Green Burial
Council. 

Conventional funerals can run
up to $15,000 — with fees for
viewing, burial, refrigeration,
transport, casket purchase and
embalming. Standard caskets
and urns alone can cost thou-
sands of dollars. 

When a veteran dies, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
provides a burial allowance to
offset the costs of a funeral, with
the family responsible for the
difference.

For service-connected deaths,
VA pays up to $2,000 for burial

expenses of former service mem-
bers who died after Sept. 11, 2001.
It provides up to $1,500 for
deaths prior to that date. 

If the veteran is buried in a VA
national cemetery, some or all of
the cost of transporting the de-
ceased may be reimbursed.

For non-service-connected
deaths, VA will pay up to $978
toward burial and funeral ex-
penses with a $978 plot-inter-
ment allowance, if the veteran is
not buried in a national cem-
etery. 

The National Cemetery Ad-
ministration will accept cremat-
ed and intact remains for green
burials at the three cemeteries
participating in the pilot pro-
gram. 

According to the National
Funeral Directors Association,
nearly 70% of Americans sur-
veyed expressed interest in
learning about green burials as a
funeral option because of the
lower costs and benefits for the
environment.

Congress in 2022 authorized
the VA to establish green burial
sections in national cemeteries. 

Under the National Cemeteries
Preservation and Protection Act,
a veteran’s remains interred in a
green burial section must be
prepared without chemicals and
using caskets and urns that will
naturally degrade in the environ-
ment. 

The idea behind green burials
is to allow the body to recycle in
the natural environment with
little disturbance to the sur-
roundings, according to the
Green Burial Council.

“When it comes to green buri-
als, I like to say there are many
shades of green. For some fam-
ilies, green burial means no
chemical preservation of the

body, a casket made of natural
material, and no vault or grave
liner if the cemetery allows,”
said Lily Buerkle, director of
funerals for the historic Congres-
sional Cemetery in Washington,
where 1,700 veterans are in-
terred.

The private, nonprofit cem-
etery is unique among burial
grounds in Washington for pro-
viding both natural burials and
conventional funerals. 

At green burials, families
“tend to want to be active partici-
pants in their loved one’s funer-
als,” Buerkle said. “They want to
put their grief to action — wheth-
er that is helping to bathe and
shroud their person, or hand-
shovel earth at the cemetery, or
lead their own heartfelt cere-
monies without clergy. They
want to be a vital part of it,” she
said.

Buerkle, who is a licensed
mortician in D.C., Maryland and
Virginia, said she appreciates
that the National Cemetery Asso-
ciation is giving veterans and
their families the option of green
burials at some of its cemeteries. 

“This is a giant leap forward to
allow veterans’ families access to
greener burial options,” Buerkle
said. “I love knowing that our
veterans are beginning to have
these choices.”

Jane Pennington, 98, of Mary-
land, said she sought a more
eco-friendly alternative to cre-
mation, which dumps toxins into
the air, when she began making
funeral arrangements for her late
husband, an Army and Air Force
veteran who served in 1945 and
1946.

“Crematoriums are usually
located in disadvantaged areas in
the city, so my husband and I had
decided while he was alive that
we would start looking for an
alternative,” Pennington re-
called.

Kenneth Pennington, 96, died
in 2023. The former Air Force
corporal had served in an Army
specialized training corps while
studying to be an engineer in
college. He joined the Air Force
after graduation and was as-
signed to a military installation in
Dayton, Ohio.

After her husband’s death,
Jane Pennington said she found
Serenity Ridge, a new cemetery
in Maryland where burial vaults
and embalming chemicals are
not permitted. A trail network
leads to wooded burial sites.

“By offering a recreational
green space with walking trails,
families are invited to embrace
the space itself, and the cemetery
enjoys a dual purpose,” said Ed
Bixby, founder of the Global
Green Burial Alliance.

Natural outcome: ‘Just put me in a pine box’
Survey finds more vets interested in green burial option offered at 3 national cemeteries

Ann Hoffner

Mourners stand before the gravesite of Edward Hoffner, a World War II veteran who died in 2016. His
daughter, Ann Hoffner, chose a green burial for her father that used only biodegradable materials. Hoffner
was buried at Steelmantown Cemetery, a natural burial preserve in New Jersey.

BY LINDA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes 

ERIC KAYNE/Stars and Stripes 

Jane Pennington holds a photo of her deceased husband, World War II
veteran Ken Pennington, who was buried using green burial methods.
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NAPLES, Italy — The Navy
will need a budget boost of at
least $85 billion annually to real-
ize an ambitious goal to grow its
fleet by nearly 100 ships over the
next three decades, according to
a recent Congressional Budget
Office analysis. 

The service would need an
estimated annual budget of $340
billion to operate, purchase and
maintain a fleet of 381 battle
force ships as outlined in its most
current shipbuilding proposal,
the CBO said in a report Jan. 6. 

That’s roughly one-third more
under current valuations than
the Navy’s $255 billion budget in
2024, said the CBO, which ana-
lyzed the service’s 30-year ship-
building plan submitted to Con-
gress in March. 

That plan would grow the fleet
to a level not seen since 2001,
according to the report. The
service now has about 296 num-
bered battle force ships, includ-
ing aircraft carriers, destroyers,
submarines and combat logistics
vessels, among others. 

“Over the past decade, funding
for ship construction reached its
highest level since the Reagan
Administration’s defense buildup
in the 1980s,” the CBO said.
“Since 2015, lawmakers have
appropriated an average of $2.5
billion more per year for ship-
building than the President has
requested, partly because of
concerns that the fleet is too
small to perform all of its mis-

sions.”
The Navy needs a larger, more

flexible fleet to address growing
threats in the Pacific, Europe and
the Middle East, officials and
naval analysts have argued.

An inadequately sized force is
one reason why there are fewer
Navy ships currently on patrol in
the eastern Mediterranean Sea
than in recent years, analysts
recently said. 

Presence in the Mediterranean
is “partly threat-driven and sit-
uation-driven, and it’s all condi-
tioned by (the fact that) there
aren’t enough ships in the Navy,”
said Bradley Martin, a retired
Navy surface warfare officer and
director of the Rand Corp. Na-
tional Security Supply Chain

Institute. 
Under the Navy’s 2025 ship-

building plan, the service would
buy fewer next-generation attack
submarines and large surface
ships, favoring proven current-
generation submarines, de-
stroyers and other vessels, ac-
cording to the CBO report. 

For example, in its 2024 plan
the Navy envisioned purchasing
as many as 35 next-generation
attack submarines. Its 2025 pro-
posal includes buying just 14 of
them. 

Instead, the service is opting to
buy 36 Virginia-class fast-attack
submarines in the coming dec-
ades. In 2024, the Navy said it
would buy as few as 10 of those
submarines.

Over the next 30 years, the
Navy would buy 364 ships, or an
average of about 12 annually, for
an estimated $903 billion. 

That cost likely is higher —
$1.075 trillion in current-year
dollars — when all expenses,
such as outfitting new ships or
purchasing oceanographic sur-
vey, sealift and other vessels not
considered part of the battle
force are included, the CBO said. 

The Navy and CBO cost calcu-
lations also vary in the way they
determine the design and capa-
bilities of some future ships, as
well as labor and other costs, the
report stated. 

The CBO cautioned that the
estimates don’t include costs for
adding 134 surface and undersea

drones in the Navy’s plan, which
would bring its total platforms to
515 by 2054. 

The report cast doubt on the
Navy’s ability to achieve its ac-
quisition goals, which also in-
clude more missiles and un-
manned systems on ships to
make it more difficult for an
opponent to destroy the fleet’s
offensive capability. 

“If the Navy is unable to re-
duce the maintenance delays that
it has been experiencing for
more than a decade, it would not
be able to deploy as many ships
as achieving its 381-ship goal
would suggest,” the CBO said. 

Billions more needed to build warships

BRANDEN BOURQUE/U.S. Navy 

The attack submarine USS Texas departs Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Maine on Dec. 6 for sea trials. In its 2024 plan the Navy envisioned
purchasing as many as 35 next-generation attack submarines, but its 2025 proposal includes buying just 14 of the vessels. 

Navy needs $85B
more per year to
meet shipbuilding
goals, CBO says
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The Army has a surveillance
drone prototype that when field-
ed will give brigade commanders
a clearer picture of the battle-
field terrain where soldiers are
maneuvering, the service said
this month.

The unmanned aircraft was
delivered to the Army after two
years of development and test-
ing. A training phase is expected
to be completed by the end of
January.

The Army then will evaluate
production proposals for its Fu-
ture Tactical Uncrewed Aircraft
Systems, with awards anticipated
by the end of 2025, the service
said in a Dec. 20 statement.

The program “will provide
brigade combat teams with an
organic capability for reconnais-
sance and surveillance oper-
ations, enabling them to collect,
develop, and report actionable
intelligence,” the Army state-
ment said.

The system could be fielded as
soon as 2026.

Incorporating an array of
drones into combat formations
has been a focal point for the
Army in recent years as it looks
for ways to give its ground forces
an advantage on modern battle-
fields. 

While sophisticated drones
have been part of the U.S. mil-
itary’s arsenal for decades, the
Russia-Ukraine war has high-

lighted how relatively simple
unmanned systems can be put to
effective use by junior soldiers in
small units.

At Army training centers,
soldiers have been busy working

with both hand-held drones and
more advanced systems.

For example, U.S. troops train-
ing in Romania in November
were the first to try out a pair of
drone systems designed for in-

fantry and scout platoons on
dismounted patrols. Those
drones give ground troops a
better view of the immediate
area.

The prototype delivered to the
Army in December is focused on
the bigger picture, enabling com-
manders to “maintain dominance
during multi-domain operations,”
the Army said.

The system is known as the
MK 4.8 HQ Aerosonde and was
developed by Textron Systems. 

It has a variety of features
sought by the Army, including
vertical take-off and landing
capabilities. 

Army tests drone offering big-picture view of battlefield

U.S. Army 

The Army has taken delivery of the Textron Systems MK 4.8 HQ
Aerosonde drone prototype.
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MILITARY

The Navy has pumped over
$123 million into the clean-up of a
World War II anti-submarine
blimp hangar in Southern Cali-
fornia destroyed by fire more
than a year ago.

Workers for the Navy have
hauled away over 395 tons of
twisted and charred steel from
the wreckage at the former Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Tustin,
along with 77 tons of toxic waste
and 1,180 tons of other debris,
according to a tally by the Naval
Facilities Engineering Systems
Command.

David Bennett, a Navy spokes-
man for the project, said work
will “continue through the first
quarter of 2025.”

Fire broke out Nov. 7, 2023, at
one of two landmark World War
II blimp hangars, towering his-
toric landmarks in the heart of
Orange County, home to 3.2 mil-
lion people. Plumes of smoke and
airborne debris settled across a
wide swath of suburban housing
tracts, schools and parks.

After initially battling the blaze
from the ground and helicopters,
fire officials removed responders
because of concerns they could
be killed or injured if the 17-
story, 1,000-foot-long, 300-foot-
wide hangar collapsed.

Built with two-million board
feet of Oregon Douglas fir trees,
the hangar smoldered, then re-
peatedly flared over the next 24
days, before it was declared
officially extinguished on Dec. 1,
2023.

The South Hangar, a virtual
twin just a few hundred feet
away, was untouched by the
blaze.

As of the end of December
2024, the Navy has spent $20
million on direct demolition and
clearance of the North Hangar
site, while it has paid the City of
Tustin that sits next to the hang-
ars, a total of $103.3 million in six
installments.

Late last summer, Tustin offi-
cials said the city’s costs could
top $150 million before the recov-
ery was over.

The money would come from

the Navy, which was deemed the
responsible party for damages
from the fire by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

The cause of the fire remains
unknown.

The Navy’s webpage for the
clean-up gives a 15-month time-
line from the beginning of debris
removal on July 8 until work is
completed. 

Two hangars were erected in
farmland about 35 miles south of
Los Angeles following the Dec. 7,
1941, Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor.

The project was completed in
less than a year. The hangars
housed Navy anti-submarine
blimps that patrolled the Pacific
coast for signs of Japanese ships
or submarines.

After World War II, the hang-
ars became the centerpiece of
the 1,600-acre Marine Corps Air
Station Tustin, home to 3rd Ma-
rine Aircraft Wing helicopters.
Fighter jets and transports flew
from the nearby Marine Corps
Air Station El Toro.

Both bases were closed in 1999.

JEFF GRITCHEN/Orange County (Calif.) Register 

Firefighters work to control a blaze at the North Hangar at the former Marine Corps Air Station Tustin,
Calif., on Nov. 7, 2023.

Tustin hangar fire cost Navy
over $123M since blaze in 2023

BY GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes 

Military commanders lost their
authority to overturn court-mar-
tial findings in the most serious
sexual harassment cases as of
Jan. 1, the Pentagon said Tues-
day.

Under a plan approved by
Congress, certain sexual harass-
ment cases under the Uniform
Code of Military Justice — the
military’s set of laws — will be
investigated and prosecuted by
the new Offices of Special Trial
Counsel in each service branch.

The Defense Department is-
sued a statement confirming the
special trial counsels of the Ar-
my, Air Force, Navy and the
Marine Corps will take over
Article 134 sexual harassment
cases.

Article 134 is the military’s
“general article” covering “all
disorders and neglects to the
prejudice of good order and dis-
cipline in the armed forces, all
conduct of a nature to bring dis-
credit upon the armed forces,
and crimes and offenses not
capital, of which persons subject
to this chapter may be guilty,
shall be taken cognizance of by a
general, special, or summary
court-martial,” according to the
U.S. Manual of Courts-Martial.

Article 134 has several sub-
sections dealing with specific
violations, including disloyal
statements, fraternization, un-
derage drinking, abusing ani-
mals, adultery and gambling with
subordinates.

Sexual harassment violations
under Article 134 are defined as
knowingly making sexual ad-
vances, demands or requests for
sexual favors. The advances
must also have been unwel-
comed, and a reasonable person
would believe submission or
rejection to the advances would
have an effect on the targeted
person’s job, pay, career, benefits
or entitlements. It is also defined
as severe, repetitive or pervasive,
creating a hostile environment
and being to the prejudice of
good order and discipline, and a
discredit on the armed forces.

The maximum penalty for
each count of sexual harassment
is a dishonorable discharge for
enlisted personnel or dismissal
from service for officers, total
forfeiture of pay and allowances,
and confinement for up to two
years.

Congress has acted to remove
commanders from exercising

discretionary authority on prose-
cution and punishment for 14
“covered offenses” of the UCMJ,
including nearly all sex crimes,
kidnapping, manslaughter and
murder.

Some lawmakers said they
pushed for reforms after receiv-
ing several reports of “command
influence” in which charges were
not brought against senior offi-
cers or findings were overturned
following courts-martial.

The special trial counsels were
established in late December
2023 and began taking cases
immediately.

In past cases, officers were
sometimes allowed to accept
retirement, with a reduction in
rank, with an honorable dis-
charge in lieu of dismissal, the
military’s equivalent of a dishon-
orable discharge for officers.

Lawmakers who supported
removing commanders from the
decision-making process said
they hoped it would create a
more professional prosecution
and punishment of offenders.

“We’re trying to professional-
ize how these cases are handled,”
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y.,
said in May 2021. “We are cre-
ating a state-of-the-art [District
Attorney’s] office within the
military to handle all serious
crimes.”

The addition of sexual harass-
ment cases to the slate of crimes
handled by special trial counsels
was delayed until 2025 to allow
the new offices more time to
develop reporting methods and
standards.

Before Jan. 1, decisions to
charge service members with
sexual harassment under Article
134 were made by unit com-
manders. The commanders also
reviewed the outcome of cases
that went to court-martial and
had the unilateral power to va-
cate sentences or overturn ver-
dicts with which they disagreed.

The new rules mean appeals of
courts-martial handled by the
special trial counsels can only be
reviewed and altered by the
secretaries of the service branch-
es.

Conviction for sexual harass-
ment under Article 134 is consi-
dered a felony, which could limit
the guilty person’s ability to get a
job, vote, and buy firearms,
among other civilian penalties,
once the person has left military
service.

Special counsels
now prosecuting 
harassment cases

BY GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes 
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