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Stars and Stripes is asking readers 
to write about their own piece of 

paradise. Yes, that means you! 
Our annual Destination Paradise 

magazine highlights must-see travel 

of paradise could be included in our 
2026–27 edition that hits the streets 

Submit your story and photos to
paradise@stripes.com

by July 15.
We’ll make you famous! 
Check out our previous

Destination Paradise magazines
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DEDEDO – Marines assigned to Marine Corps 
Base Camp Blaz (MCBCB) participated in an 

-
ment efforts.

-
-

a large-scale classroom clearing effort aimed at 

-
tralized classrooms.

- organized this month’s 

classroom space for 
-

-

permanent storage lo-
-
-

-

-

-
-
-

-

-
tions.
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-

-
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-

-

-
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-
dersea domain.

-

-
-

-
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� -

-

-
-

ronment.

and 871st Engineer Ver-
-

-

-
ship with the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-

-

damaged homes.

-

-
hancement Brigade. “We 

-

-
-

stalls tin metal sheeting 
-

lowing residents to re-
main safe in their homes 
while planning perma-
nent repairs.

-

-

-
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-

-

-

and Tinian.
-
-

nizations participated in the April 

-

-

-
-

-
-

-
-
-

tion partners in protecting one of 

on Tinian. These sightings were 

-

-

-
sen Air Force Base (AAFB). “The 
information we collect from these 

needed to help manage and protect 

AAFB and has since grown to in-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

mains essential to the species’ 

-
-

of Fish and Wildlife.
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name from a Chamorro word.

“tutuhon”
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Editor’s Note: The U.S. territory of Guam is comprised of 19 villages, many with their own distinct character, history 
and points of interest. Stripes Guam and Guampedia have joined forces to present this weekly feature on each of them 
in the hopes that it will help our readers get out – and get to know – our gracious hosts. To learn more about Guam’s 
people, history, culture and places, visit: guampedia.com
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was located in Hagåtña and was relocated after the 
war to its present site in Agana Heights.
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“My name is Annie. Food 
and I get along so well! 
Cooking and baking are 

more than a hobby for me – they’re 
a passion. I come from the beautiful 
island of Guam, U.S.A. The recipes 

or those of my children, who are also 
budding foodies. I hope you like them. Drop 
me a comment or two to let me know how you like 
our island and other delicacies. Enjoy!”

– Army Lt. Col. (Ret.) Annette Merfalen
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Stripes Guam is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. This newspaper is authorized for publication by 

the Department of Defense for members of the military services overseas. However, the contents of Stripes 

Guam are unofficial, and are not to be considered as the official  views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, 

including the Department of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, Stripes Guam may 

be distributed through official channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and isolated 

locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. The appearance of advertising in this publication, 

including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of those products by the Department 

of Defense or Stars and Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication shall be made available 

for purchase, use, or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital 

status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

Call G.A.I.N. (Guam Animals In Need) Animal Shelter in Yigo at 
653-4246 or visit <www.guamanimals.org> for more information 
on adopting this pet. G.A.I.N. is a shelter-based humane society 
with a mission to prevent cruelty to animals, educate the public 
and promote good animal laws. Under Water World will donate 
one adult admission for every Pet of the Week adopted.

G.A.I.N. Pet of the Week

– Daryl Talbot

– Daryl Talbot

IF YOU HAVE TO HAVE A RAIN GAUGE, USE YOUR OWN BOOT!

THIS IS 
A GAS 
CHAMBER, 
NOT A 
SAUNA!

Luka 
Meet Luka, a beautiful 1-year-old girl with 
a sleek black coat, soulful brown eyes, and 
adorable touches of brown on her paws. 
Luka is the perfect blend of youthful 
energy and growing maturity, ready for 
adventures one moment and cuddles the 
next. She has a gentle, loving nature and is 

with both beauty and heart, Luka may be 
the perfect match.
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Boonie Stomps Guam
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY

GUAM BOONIE STOMPERS

Answer to Previous Sudoku:

ACROSS
1 Scottish miss
5 James who 

played Sonny 
Corleone

9 Woodworking 
files

14 Like a mechan-
ic's rag

15 Pakistani 
language

16 French farewell
17 Philanderer
19 Part of NOW
20 Courage
21 Voicemail 

precursor
23 Like pie?
25 Stand for a 

portrait
26 Bold and 

outspoken
29 Crime-fighting 

turtles, briefly
30 One of the 

Gershwins 63 Julia's "Ocean's 27 She was Roxie 43 Pull-up pullers
33 Company Eleven" role in "Chicago" 46 Follow as a 

stationery 28 Wedding party result
35 Point on a bus DOWN members 47 Folded paper

map 1 Homebuyer's 29 Absorbent 48 Gridiron great 
36 Neat anagram need fabric Tarkenton
37 Eagle's nest 2 ___-de-camp 31 Court wear 49 Puerto ___
38 Havana's home 3 Talk like a lush 32 In different 50 Reunion group
39 Psychic 4 "Looney Tunes" places 52 Low-lying area
40 Checkout device lisper 34 Despondent 53 Fertility goddess
42 Royal flush card 5 Word before 35 Barest 54 Allows
43 ___ the hatchet card or stick 41 At attention 57 Small insect
44 Oscar winner 6 Wide assortment

Borgnine 7 Mideast's Gulf 
45 Certain believer of ____
47 Guitar part 8 Mother's helper
48 Francis, in 9 Least refined

Florence 10 Put on a 
51 Polite pedestal
55 Dentist's 11 Likeness

direction 12 Hammerhead 
56 Exhibiting angst part
58 Misbehave 13 Performed an 
59 Genesis son aria
60 Narrow aperture 18 Make fun
61 Winter runners? 22 Vagabond
62 It's tied at the 24 Erie Canal city

altar 26 Dynamite time?

Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate

Answers to Previous Crossword:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

P E A L S O A R S M S E C
A C R O A D M A N A H M E
C O R N U C O P I A R A M I
A L I G N M E D I C I N A L
S I D E A E R E L O N G

S T A T E D S E R R A
S H U T T L E S M A R I O S
H E N E A R W A N L E T
E S I G N S P A G O P A G O
A S M A D P A R I S H

P I E B A L D T O N O F
S L E N D E R E R R E O I L
N O D E A R R O G A N T L Y
O V E R M O M O A I M E T
W E D S S T O M P X E R O

Boonie Stomps Guam
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corporation composed of volunteer leaders 
committed to leading hikes to and protecting 
the unique natural destinations on our island.

Complete 10
 Boonie Stomp 

  hikes to earn a fre
e 

      
 Boonie Stomp 

      
     T

-Shirt.

otherwise indicated. Directions to the 
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Invasion Hike

For more information:
www.facebook.com/

GuamBoonieStompers

July 11 (Sat.) Fonte Dame/Libugon Radio 
Station (Medium)- Nimitz Hill

July 18 (Sat.) Invasion Hike (Asan to Asan Bay 

July 25 (Sat.)
Korean Airline Memorial (Easy)/
Charlie Corn (Medium)/Hidden 
Bunkers (Medium)- Nimitz Hill

Aug. 1 (Sat.)
Tenjo SUNSET HIKE (Medium)- Piti

*4:30 p.m. Meet Up, 4:45 p.m. 
Brief, 5 p.m. GO, Sunset 6:37 p.m.

Aug. 8 (Sat.) - Hagat to Humatak, 1-way 
*8 a.m. Meet up

SCHEDULE 2026

REMINDER!  We no longer meet at Chamorro 
Village.  We meet at the trailhead.  
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A Marine Corps AV-8B Harrier II with Marine Attack
Squadron 223, flies over the Outer Banks of North
Carolina on May 15. The “sundown” of the AV-8B Harrier
II paves the way for 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing’s full
transition to the F-35B and C Lightning II.

PERRI WOOD/U.S. Marine Corps

Vertical exit
Marines bid farewell to 
venerable AV-8B Harrier II
in ‘Sundown Ceremony’ 
Page 2
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The 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing
bid farewell to the AV-8B Har-
rier II in a “Sundown Ceremony”
on June 3 at Marine Corps Air
Station Cherry Point in North
Carolina. 

The Harrier jump jet was in
service for over 40 years. 

The farewell ceremony fea-
tured a five-jet formation flyover,
which landed in front of a crowd
of service members, veterans
and aviation fans. 

The U.S. Marine Corps posted
a memorandum announcing the
“Harrier Sundown Celebration”
in March, as the Harrier will
reach the end of its service life at
the end of the fiscal year on Sept.
30. 

British Harriers made their
reputation during the 1982 Falk-
lands War, flying for the British
against Argentine forces that had
occupied the British territory of
the Falkland Islands in the South
Atlantic.

The Marines procured the
aircraft as the AV-8A Harrier.
The design was extensively mod-
ified, and its engines were up-
graded, in a joint effort by
McDonnell Douglas and British
Aerospace. The Marines intro-
duced the AV-8B Harrier II in
1985. Boeing took over the air-
craft program when it acquired
McDonnell Douglas in 1997.

The vertical takeoff and land-
ing ability made the Harrier
well-suited to operations from
the rough runways and Marine
amphibious assault ships from
which Marines operated during
Operation Desert Storm in Ku-
wait and Iraq and other Middle
East conflicts after the terrorist
attacks of 9/11. While capable of
air-to-air combat, the Harrier
was frequently used in ground-
attack roles, supporting infantry.

The Harrier is being replaced
in Marine squadrons by the

Lockheed Martin F-35B Light-
ning II, a fifth-generation stealth
fighter and ground-attack air-
craft. The B variant also has
vertical takeoff and landing capa-
bility.

Marine Corps Harriers fly into sunset
Departure of
jump jet paves
way for F-35

Stars and Stripes 

BRYAN GIRALDO/U.S. Marine Corps

A Marine Corps AV-8B Harrier II from Marine Attack Squadron (VMA) 223, Marine Aircraft Group 14, 2nd Marine Aircraft Winghovers over the
runway at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, N.C., on June 3.

ORLANYS DIAZ FIGUEROA/U.S. Marine Corps

A Harrier passes under a water salute at Cherry Point on June 3.

BRYAN GIRALDO/U.S. Marine Corps

Harriers line the flightline at Cherry Point on une 3. 

ORLANYS DIAZ FIGUEROA/U.S. Marine Corps 

Harriers fly over Cherry Point
during the “Harrier Sundown
Celebration.”
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The U.S. Coast Guard has com-
missioned its newest fast re-
sponse cutter, one of two bound
for Guam this year as the service
expands its capabilities near the
westernmost U.S. territory. 

The USCGC Vincent Danz —
the Coast Guard’s 62nd Sentinel-
class fast response cutter — offi-
cially entered service May 22
during a commissioning cere-
mony in New York City, U.S.
Coast Guard Forces Micronesia/
Sector Guam announced in a
news release.

The cutter is named for New
York City police officer and Coast
Guard reservist Vincent Danz,
who died responding to the 9/11
attacks when the World Trade
Center collapsed. His family,
including his widow, Angela Do-
nohue, attended the ceremony. 

“Vincent Danz’s legacy will live
on not only through his family and
his brothers and sisters in the
NYPD, but through the Coast
Guard crew who will breathe life
into this cutter today,” Vice Adm.
Thomas Allan, vice commandant
of the Coast Guard, said at the
ceremony, according to the re-
lease. 

Danz, a Marine Corps veteran,
joined the New York Police De-
partment in 1987 and simultane-
ously served as a port security
specialist with the Coast Guard
Reserve. He was working with the
department’s Emergency Service
Unit when he died and was post-
humously awarded the NYPD’s
Medal of Honor, according to the

release. 
“The Coast Guard Cutter Vin-

cent Danz will perform the Coast
Guard’s vital work across Oceania
— projecting U.S. presence, coun-
tering illicit maritime activity,
and strengthening our interna-
tional partnerships,” Allan said.

The ship will be the fourth fast
response cutter to be homeported

on Guam, joining the Myrtle Haz-
ard, Oliver Henry and Frederick
Hatch. 

The Vincent Danz will arrive
sometime this summer, although
a more precise arrival date was
not immediately available, Coast
Guard Forces Micronesia/Sector
Guam spokeswoman Lt. Sara
Muir said.

“We’re proud to welcome
USCGC Vincent Danz to the fleet
and to this region,” she wrote.
“Their team joins three cutter
crews that have already distin-
guished themselves across Micro-
nesia and the broader region —
and the Vincent Danz crew is
ready to continue that work and
honor his legacy of public ser-

vice.”
A fifth cutter, the Jeffrey Palaz-

zo — named in honor of New York
City firefighter and Coast Guard
reservist Jeffrey Palazzo, who
also died responding to the 9/11
attacks — is expected to arrive
later this year. 

It is slated for a September
commissioning, Muir said. 

Guam-bound cutter named for 9/11 hero
BY ALEX WILSON

Stars and Stripes 

SYDNEY PHOENIX/U.S. Coast Guard

The Coast Guard Cutter Vincent Danz, seen here in New York on May 20, is expected to arrive on Guam sometime this summer. 

The aircraft carrier USS Theo-
dore Roosevelt will lead Amer-
ica’s participation in the biennial
Rim of the Pacific maritime
exercise that begins June 24 in
Hawaii. 

A record 31 nations are joining
the five-week exercise, which
will feature about 40 surface
ships, five submarines, 140 air-
craft and more than 25,000 per-
sonnel, according to the U.S.
Navy.

The Nimitz-class carrier, com-
missioned in 1986, has been
operating and training along the
West Coast since early this year.
It completed its last deployment
in October 2024, returning to its
homeport of San Diego after 278
days at sea.

The Theodore Roosevelt car-
ries a crew of about 5,000 while
deployed and is the flagship for
Carrier Strike Group 9.

It will lead a small fleet of U.S.
vessels during RIMPAC. Among
them will be the guided-missile
destroyers USS Paul Hamilton,
USS Decatur, USS Wayne E.
Meyer and USS Carl M. Levin
and the cruiser USS Chosin.

Participating submarines are
USS Charlotte and USS Colum-
bia, both Los Angeles-class fast
attack vessels. Several Navy
oilers and a dry cargo ship will
also join, along with the Honolu-
lu-based Coast Guard cutter
Kimball.

Ships from Pacific nations
have slowly begun making their
way to Hawaii for the exercise.

South Korea’s Aegis-equipped

destroyer Jeongjo the Great
departed Jeiu Naval Base for the
exercise, according to a June 2
report by the Asia First News
Agency.

The ship will play a prominent
role in the exercise, as South
Korea will command the drill’s
maritime component, according
to the U.S. Navy.

Canada will command the air

component.
South Korea is also sending

the 3,000-ton submarine Dosan
Ahn Changho, the frigate Daeje-
on, the landing ship Cheon Ja
Bong and a P-8A maritime patrol
aircraft.

Ships with the Philippine navy
and coast guard departed for
RIMPAC on June 4, according to
a June 4 report by the online

news site Inquirer.
The Philippine coast guard

sent BRP Gabriela Silang, mark-
ing the first time that service
will participate in the exercise.

The Philippine navy, which
has not dispatched a ship to
RIMPAC since 2022, sent Naval
Task Group 84 aboard guided-
missile frigate BRP Miguel Mal-
var, according to the Inquirer.

Theodore Roosevelt
to lead record-setting
RIMPAC exercises 

IKIA WALKER/U.S. Navy

The aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt docks at Naval Magazine Indian Island, Wash., in February.

BY WYATT OLSON
Stars and Stripes
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The key to protecting billion-
dollar U.S. air defense systems
from enemy attack could be one
of the oldest tricks in warfare:
decoys.

The time-tested tactic, most
recently used by Ukrainian air
defenders to deceive Russian
forces, could be useful in protect-
ing high-value U.S. targets in the
Middle East, where expensive
military radar systems have been
destroyed in recent Iranian at-
tacks, according to a new Army
research report.

“These techniques have en-
abled Ukrainian Patriot units to
survive for more than three years
under constant threat of surveil-
lance, targeting, and attack by a
capable and motivated enemy,”
the report published by the Mod-
ern War Institute at West Point
said.

Those same methods could
help protect U.S. air defenses in
the Middle East, according to the
report, which notes that Iran is
receiving targeting support from
Russian intelligence.

Decoys that have proved effec-
tive in Ukraine could therefore
help thwart strikes in the U.S.
Central Command area of re-
sponsibility, it said. 

However, the report adds that
U.S. air defense commanders
currently lack the resources,
authority and training needed to
effectively employ decoys.

The report’s authors, Lt.
Col. Trevor Alexander and Capt.
Christopher Burlison, are cur-
rently attached to Security Assis-
tance Group–Ukraine, a com-
mand based in Wiesbaden, Ger-
many, focused on capturing and
applying lessons learned from
the Russia-Ukraine war. 

Since receiving U.S.-made
Patriot air defense systems from
Western countries, Ukraine has
used them to defend against
missile and drone attacks, mak-
ing them one of Moscow’s high-
est-priority targets.

To protect the Patriot systems,
the Ukrainians have built con-
vincing replicas using wood,
metal and salvaged equipment,
the report said. That has yielded
decoys that look real to recon-
naissance drones flying over-
head.

“Although decoys can some-
times be identified upon closer

inspection and review of attack
footage, by the time one is identi-
fied as a decoy it has served its
purpose,” the report said. “It
delayed enemy targeting efforts
and disrupted the targeting cy-
cle, allowing the real unit to ei-

ther conduct engagements or
move to a new location.”

To add realism, Ukrainian
teams will remain near a struck
decoy, repositioning other ele-
ments of the system such as fake
radars, launchers or life support

equipment, which is intended to
leave Russian forces with the
impression their attack succeed-
ed.

Russian forces have posted
videos on Telegram celebrating
the destruction of Patriot systems

only for closer inspection to re-
veal they had struck decoys, the
report said.

While Alexander and Burlison
focused on lessons from Ukraine,
the use of decoys in warfare is
hardly new. 

Ahead of the D-Day invasion in
1944 during World War II, Allied
forces used inflatable equipment,
dummy landing craft and fake
radio traffic to convince German
commanders that the main as-
sault would occur elsewhere.

The deception helped keep
enemy forces away from the
actual landing beaches in the
Normandy region of France.

In the new Army report, the
authors say military bureaucracy
and regulations can slow in-
novation. The service needs to
delegate authority to lower-level
commanders when it comes to
developing such equipment, the
report said.

In addition, U.S. Army Mate-
riel Command should provide
resources to air defense battalion
commanders to construct decoys,
which also would be incorporat-
ed into training programs on
passive defense tactics.

Preparing soldiers for future
battlefields can be done only by
addressing those issues, the re-
port concluded.

Decoys may be key to shielding air defenses
Army report:
Tactic could
protect assets
against Iran

BY JOHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes 

U.S. Army

An Army air defense artilleryman works on a Patriot missile launcher in the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility on Feb. 8, 2025. A
report from the Modern War Institute at West Point says decoys similar to those used by Ukraine against Russia could help protect high-value
air defense systems from Iranian attacks.

BRITTON SPENCER/U.S. Army

Army Reserve soldiers assigned to the 801st Engineer Company, the 157th Combat Sustainment Support
Battalion, and the 91st Training Division set up a decoy tactical operation center, using salvaged materials
to disrupt opposition force intelligence collection during Combat Support Training Exercise 24-01 on June
9, 2024, at Fort Hunter Liggett, Calif.
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The Pentagon plans to begin
assessing service members’
ability to wage joint warfare as
part of promotion and advance-
ment considerations for officers
and senior noncommissioned
officers, according to a recent
memorandum. 

The memo issued by Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth on May
20 was confirmed as authentic by
Task & Purpose after it circulat-
ed online among military com-
munities.

It directs the military services
to develop a new evaluation met-
ric focused on identifying and
measuring what Hegseth’s memo
calls “joint warfighting ability.” 

“The character and compe-
tence of our officers and non-
commissioned officers will be the
decisive factor in all future con-
flicts,” Hegseth wrote in the
memo. 

“We therefore must ensure our
system for identifying, devel-
oping, and promoting leaders is
ruthlessly meritocratic and fo-
cused squarely on what matters
most: joint warfighting ability,”
he added.

The release did not state when
the implementation would take
place, but directed Undersecre-

tary of Defense for Personnel
and Readiness Anthony Tata to
lead the effort.

The directive aligns with Heg-
seth’s broader push to emphasize
warfighting readiness — the
ability to fight and meet mission
demands — throughout the mil-
itary. 

Since taking office, he has
repeatedly called for a focus on
merit, physical fitness and com-
bat effectiveness, arguing those
traits should guide how the mil-
itary develops and promotes
leaders. 

“Real toxic leadership is en-
dangering subordinates with low

standards. Real toxic leadership
is promoting people based on
immutable characteristics or
quotas instead of based on mer-
it,” Hegseth said in a 2025
speech.

Hegseth has faced criticism
from lawmakers and the media
for what has been described as
unusual involvement in the ser-
vices’ promotions of senior offi-
cers, including blocking some
promotions and reportedly urg-
ing leaders to promote others
who did not meet eligibility re-
quirements. 

The Pentagon did not respond
to requests for comment about

what the new metric will entail.
The memo does not specify

how the Defense Department
will define or measure “joint
warfighting ability,” including
how the concept would apply to
service members in career fields
that rarely participate in joint
operations.

“As a maintainer on jet en-
gines, I don’t understand how
this is supposed to work,” one
user wrote in a popular Air Force
Reddit discussion about the me-
mo.

“My (job) has nothing to do
with joint operations, and the
engine I maintain is only used by

the USAF, not any of the other
branches. Does that make me
less lethal?” the user added.

Joint military experience is not
a new concept for advancement
evaluation. The Defense Depart-
ment already maintains a Joint
Qualification System that recog-
nizes officers for joint assign-
ments, education and training
completed throughout their ca-
reers. 

While joint billets are distrib-
uted somewhat equally across
military departments, “a good
number of joint positions are
competitively sourced,” a 2019
RAND Corp. study found. 

The study also noted that the
Army and Marine Corps have
increased their number of joint-
qualified officers over time,
while the Air Force maintains the
largest overall number. 

It remains unclear whether the
new “data-driven” metric out-
lined in Hegseth’s memo would
build on that existing framework
or create a separate standard
focused on warfighting ability
among both officers and senior
enlisted leaders. 

The challenge may be further
complicated by the fact that each
military branch maintains its
own promotion and evaluation
system. 

Although officers and senior
enlisted leaders across the ser-
vices are generally promoted
through selection boards, the
criteria used to evaluate candi-
dates can vary by branch. 

Factors often include perfor-
mance evaluations, assignments,
professional military education,
awards and leadership experi-
ence.

‘Joint warfighting ability’ to be tracked 
Pentagon seeks
focus on merit,
readiness in 
promotions

BY LYDIA GORDON
Stars and Stripes 

CHRISTOPHER SANCHEZ/U.S. Army

Soldiers participate in African Lion 26 at Cap Draa, Morocco, on May 8. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
has mandated that “joint warfighting ability” be factored into promotion criteria for leaders.

A company that builds logistics
drones for the Army and Marine
Corps successfully fired a three-
shot rocket launcher from its
autonomous quadcopter last
month at Fort Rucker, Ala., Ar-
my officials said.

Survice Engineering Co. offi-
cials outfitted their Tactical
Resupply Drone 150 — or
TRV-150 — with a three-pack
Advanced Precision Kill Weapon
System, a 70 mm rocket launcher
known as APKWS, and engaged
targets, according to a Fort
Rucker news release. The May
20 test came amid ever-increas-
ing efforts across the U.S. mil-
itary to test new ways to use
drones and to add more lethal
capabilities to the unmanned
systems.

Army officials said they did
not request the new capability

for the heavily used TRV-150
system, which the service and
the Marine Corps have employed
for more than three years, most-
ly for resupply and other logis-
tics operations. Survice officials
believed they could outfit their
drone with the BAE Systems-
made rocket launcher and decid-
ed to pitch it to the Army.

“In this case, we saw that there
was something that we could
prove out, a new capability, and
we didn’t want to wait for a re-
quirement” from the Army, said
Clark Dutterer, Survice Engi-
neering’s vice president of busi-
ness development. “We self-
funded this to go ahead and do
that.”

But the Army was involved in
the testing. Soldiers from several
organizations, including the
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence, Army Combat Capabilities
Development Command, and the

Aviation Future Concepts Design
Directorate participated in the
efforts, according to the service.

Army officials said the effort
was a step toward the military’s
eventual aim to be able to arm all
of its drones with some kind of
lethal capability.

The TRV-150 is an electric,

vertical takeoff and landing
drone with a wingspan of just
more than 6.5 feet that can carry
payloads up to 150 pounds. Sol-
diers and Marines have been
experimenting with the drones
for various logistics purposes
and using it for intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance

missions. At Fort Stewart, Ga.,
soldiers recently used TRV-150s
outfitted with smoke machines to
try to provide cover while mov-
ing large vehicles, including
tanks and Bradley Fighting Veh-
icles across training grounds.

The drone is designed to be
easy to use and provides power,
data and expansion ports to car-
ry many different payloads, said
Rob Baltrusch, Survice’s chief
engineer.

“It calculates all of the range
estimation and takes a lot of the
pilot duties away from the sol-
dier, to where they can literally
give it a grid coordinate, wait,
and it tells you if it can make it
there, delivers the payload and
calculates the route,” he said.

The APKWS has been used in
the military since the late 2000s,
and it has been mounted on doz-
ens of platforms, including on the
Army’s AH-64 Apache gunships.

Company tests rocket launchers on logistics drones

LESLIE HERLICK/Aviation Center of Excellence

A TRV-150 resupply drone undergoes flight testing while carrying a
70 mm rocket launcher at Fort Rucker, Ala. 

BY COREY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes 
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Nick Grillo’s 12-year career in
the Air Force involved repairing
unmanned aircraft in Afghan-
istan and providing support
stateside during natural disasters
and for anti-terrorism initiatives.

Post-military, Grillo launched
Elevate Vending in 2023 with the
lofty aim of modernizing vending
machines with consumer touch
screens, AI-equipped cameras
and open shelves filled with
healthy snacks and freshly made
meals.

“We offer smart-driven coolers
as an alternative to old-fashioned
vending machines. Tap any dig-
ital payment. Take what you
want and close the door,” Grillo
said.

Since 2025, the company has
landed contracts with the Wash-
ington Capitals and Wizards,
University of Maryland Athletics
and 365 Retail Markets, an
equipment manufacturer.

There are 1.6 million veteran-
owned businesses in the U.S.,
generating $1 trillion in revenue
annually, according to the U.S.
Small Business Administration.

Grillo, 34, who lives in Virgi-
nia, attributes much of the early
success of Elevate Vending to the
technical and operational skills
he learned in the military, as well
as the mentoring and assistance
he received from a nonprofit
foundation.

“It’s the veteran’s drive — the
determination not to stop but to
figure the problem out. It’s tied
back to service,” he said.

But the rapid growth, while
promising, yielded a set of new
challenges, from hiring staff to
securing financing, to keep pace
with the costs and demands of
servicing more clients.

“You don’t have a perfect bat-
tlefield picture. But you are mak-
ing the best decisions with the
information you have on hand,”
said Grillo, who launched Ele-
vate Vending about a year after
leaving the military.

Veteran business owners are
more likely to be turned down for
loans or to be given smaller loan
amounts than non-veterans with
comparable credit scores, ac-
cording to the Small Business
Administration.

Research indicates that veter-
ans are somewhat more likely to
lack the established credit histo-
ries or sufficient assets required
by traditional lenders, the Small
Business Administration said.

For example, some lenders
may be unfamiliar with the kinds
of skills and experience veterans
gained from military service or
even the specific business for
which a veteran seeks financing,
according to a 2025 blog post by
the Government Accountability

Office.
Critical to Elevate Vending’s

expansion was assistance from
The PenFed Foundation for Mil-
itary Heroes, Grillo said.

PenFed provided mentorship
and a six-week boot camp that
Grillo described as an “eye-
opener.”

“Just being small and not hav-
ing experience in the business
and financial worlds posed chal-
lenges,” Grillo said. “PenFed
helped to fill in those gaps.”

Since 2018, PenFed’s Veteran
Entrepreneur Program has sup-
ported more than 120 veterans
and military spouses who were
starting or expanding their busi-
nesses, according to the orga-
nization.

“By focusing on business fun-
damentals and practical guid-
ance, we help veterans and mil-
itary spouses gain the confidence

and skills they need to develop,
improve and launch their ideas,”
said Terry Williams, director of
PenFed’s Veteran Entrepreneur
Program.

Grillo, who participated in
2025, said the program under-
scored a critical lesson, which is
“not to go it alone” as a new busi-
ness owner. 

Grillo runs his business with
partners Joe Allnut, a 16-year Air
Force veteran who handles gov-
ernment contracting; Sebastian
Rivera, chief financial officer;
and Chris Schaefer, chief oper-
ations officer. Rivera and Schaef-
er are non-veterans.

Allnut and Rivera were co-
founders but initially acted in an
advisory role, Grillo said.

Grillo launched Elevate Vend-
ing after he and his wife, a mas-
ter sergeant in the Air Force, left
New York for her new post at the
Pentagon in the Washington,
D.C., area.

Grillo said he believes that
Elevate Vending fills a niche that
others overlooked — providing
freshly prepared and local foods
with the convenience of a vend-
ing machine.

The fresh fast foods and meals
are sourced from other indepen-
dent small businesses.

They include My Dad’s Chips,
Zenjoy herbal teas and Mighty
Meals, which offers mac-and-
cheese, Louisiana shrimp pasta
and other hand-prepared meals.

Elevate Vending’s “smart
coolers” have a continuous in-
ternet connection to process
transactions, track payments and
give customers greater access to
browse and choose products.

Just as drones have become an
efficient alternative to traditional
manned surveillance and air-
strikes, the computerized vend-
ing machines are transforming
an old business model, Grillo
said.

But for all the high-tech wi-
zardry, Elevate Vending relied
on PenFed’s help to expand suc-
cessfully, Grillo said.

“It’s not an accident that we
got here. There is a team of peo-
ple behind us who’ve helped
along the way,” Grillo said.

Veteran-focused programs —
at federal agencies, peer-to-peer

lending platforms and private
nonprofits — offer a range of
assistance, from direct loans to
technical support, according to
Victory Capital.

The Small Business Adminis-
tration’s Office of Veterans Busi-
ness Development, for example,
provides training, counseling,
mentoring and financial help.

The Agriculture Department
also has loans for veteran-owned
small businesses engaged in
farming, ranching and other
agricultural activities in rural
communities.

PenFed offers both an incuba-
tor for startups and an acceler-
ator program for businesses
seeking to expand.

The nonprofit does not provide
direct loans or grants to busi-
nesses, or take a financial stake
in a company, the organization
said.

“Programs like PenFed help
create the business relationships,
recognition and trust that can
carry a small business through
challenging environments,” Gril-
lo said.

Elevate Vending, for example,
received help from PenFed in
renegotiating a contract with a
primary lender, Grillo said.

In May, PenFed announced a
new class of veterans and mil-
itary spouses who will receive
intensive education through its
accelerator program.

The lineup includes Ascend
HealthTech Systems, founded by
Army veteran John Meseroll.

Ascend runs an online clea-
ringhouse that helps hospitals
track and redistribute unused
medical supplies before they
expire.

“By improving visibility across
departments, the platform pre-
vents unnecessary purchases,
reduces supply shortages and
lowers operational costs,” the
company said.

PenFed has a competitive
application process for accepting
candidates to its programs.

Veteran or military spouse
entrepreneurs with an idea-stage
business concept may apply at
https://penfedfoundation.org/
our-programs/incubator/.

PenFed plans three more ac-
celerator programs in 2026. For
details, including the schedule
and locations, go to: https://pen-
fedfoundation.org/our-programs/
accelerator/.

“PenFed has been there for us
— to celebrate the big wins but
also to provide help through the
growing pains, as we secure
financing, hire additional staff
and negotiate contracts,” Grillo
said. 

“Running a small business is a
moving target. It’s never linear.
There is no straight pathway to
success.”

‘It’s the veteran’s drive’ Military experience can help 
entrepreneurs build businesses

BY LINDA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes 

NICK GRILLO/Elevate Vending

Nick Grillo, right, and Chris Schaefer are partners at Elevate Vending, a 3-year-old company that services
the Washington Capitals and Wizards, among other clients. Elevate Vending received technical support in
2025 from a foundation that guides veteran-owned companies just starting out or expanding.

“Running a
small business is
a moving target.
It’s never linear.
There is no
straight pathway
to success.”

Nick Grillo
Air Force veteran Grillo, who served in the military

from July 2010 to June 2022,
was deployed during Operation
Enduring Freedom, including to
Afghanistan.
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WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon’s Defense Suicide Prevention
Office lacks the information to
monitor department-wide com-
pletion of suicide prevention
training, a government watchdog
said. 

A defense official told the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office
that the DSPO does not receive
data from the military services
on whether they are completing
the training, the report said. 

The GAO also said the military
services’ headquarters suicide
prevention offices generally do

not effectively monitor whether
training is completed. The Army,
Navy and Marine Corps offices
do not regularly track required
annual training completion and
only the National Guard Bureau
takes action to help ensure train-
ing completion. 

“Developing and implement-
ing evaluation plans would help
the services ensure a systematic
approach to assessment and
determine if trainings are achiev-
ing intended outcomes, such as
recognizing risk factors for sui-
cide,” the 54-page report says.

The GAO made 17 recom-
mendations, including: 

■ Requiring Pentagon guid-
ance for the services to report
suicide prevention training com-
pletion data to DSPO.

■ Developing training eval-
uation plans.

■ Regularly monitoring train-
ing completion by the Army,
Navy and Marine Corps.

The Defense Department
agreed with nine recommenda-
tions, partially agreed with six
and did not agree with two.

“(The) GAO clarified two rec-
ommendations and maintains all
recommendations remain valid,”
the report states.

The suicide rate among active-

duty troops decreased in 2024
from the previous year, accord-
ing to an annual report released
by the Pentagon in March.

Overall, there were 471 report-
ed suicides across the total force
in 2024, the most recent year for
which statistics are available,
compared with 531 in 2023.

However, the suicide rate for
the active component has in-
creased since 2011.

“It remains to be seen whether
the short-term decreases observ-
ed in 2024 in the active compo-
nent will signal a change in long-
term trends,” the report says.

For years, the Pentagon has

struggled to bring down the num-
ber of suicides in the ranks. The
Defense Department began col-
lecting and reporting quarterly
surveillance data on service
member suicides in 2018 to help
guide prevention efforts.

The rate is calculated based on
an active-duty force of about 1.33
million troops and about 770,000
reserve and National Guard
personnel combined. 

The Defense Department in
recent years has aimed to im-
prove mental health care access
for troops, amid increases in
suicide rates and an outcry from
Congress and others.

Better tracking of suicide program urged 
GAO: Pentagon’s prevention office lacks information to monitor departmentwide completion

BY MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes 

Visitors to the future National
Coast Guard Museum in New
London, Conn., will find them-
selves standing beneath a sus-
pended HH-60J Jayhawk hel-
icopter, offering a glimpse into
the work that has defined the
Coast Guard for decades.

Dedicated to sharing the
branch’s 235 years of maritime
service, the National Coast
Guard Museum Association
plans to open the museum to the
public in spring 2027. 

“We really felt the Coast
Guard has never received the
attention and regard that it de-
serves,” said Sue Curtin, current
chair of the association’s board
and former Coast Guard reserv-
ist. “Helping build this national
museum would really elevate the
Coast Guard, and give back to
the country, and really honor
men and women who have
served in the Coast Guard.”

The 83,000-square-foot mu-
seum, currently under construc-
tion, will feature more than 5,000
images and 600 artifacts in ex-
hibits highlighting the Coast
Guard’s history and missions,
according to the museum’s web-
site.

The building is slated for com-
pletion by the end of 2026 before
being turned over to the Coast
Guard for exhibit installation.
The museum association has
planned a series of events lead-
ing up to the opening to draw
extra attention.

The museum is designed
around five major themes that
reflect the Coast Guard’s mis-
sions: Defenders of the Nation,
Enforcers on the Seas, Lifesav-
ers Around the Globe, Cham-
pions of Commerce and Protec-
tors of the Environment.

“It’s a stunning, iconic, water-
front museum that really gives
the nod to the service,” Curtin
said.

The museum has been careful-

ly curated to provide an im-
mersive and educational experi-
ence. In addition to the helicop-
ter — an aircraft that has played
a symbolic role since it entered
service in the 1990s — the mu-
seum will include a movie thea-
ter, learning centers and sim-
ulated Coast Guard missions
expected to engage an estimated
300,000 visitors annually.

“Our goal is, it’s not just a
museum for us, it’s a platform
for the service to really get in
front of the American public, in
front of the Congress, in front of
an international venue to really
give it a place to tell its whole
story,” said Wes Pulver, presi-
dent of the National Coast Guard
Museum Association and a re-

tired Coast Guard captain.
Once construction is complete,

it will be the only national mil-
itary museum dedicated to one
of the service branches located
in the Northeast. The Army and
Marine Corps museums are in
Virginia; the Navy museum is in
Washington, D.C.; and the Air
Force museum is in Ohio.

New London was selected as
the museum’s home since it is
one of the original Coast Guard
cities and home to the U.S. Coast
Guard Academy. 

The project officially moved
forward in 2014 when the Na-
tional Coast Guard Museum
Association, the city of New
London, the Coast Guard and the
state of Connecticut entered a
Memorandum of Agreement to
develop a “world class National
Coast Guard Museum” and bring
the long-discussed project closer

to reality.
The following year, the asso-

ciation began hiring staff, in-
cluding Pulver as executive
director following his retirement,
and launched fundraising efforts,
marking the start of the mu-
seum.

Construction for the museum
began on Aug. 4, 2025 — Coast
Guard Day. 

The project is funded through
a combination of federal appro-
priations and about $57 million
raised privately, Pulver said. The
federal appropriation was about
$100 million. 

“Let’s get the building done,
let’s get it open, and let’s bring in
our 300,000-plus visitors a year
to the region, and experience —
what Sue and I got to experience
in the Coast Guard — a wonder-
ful service that serves our nation
in so many ways,” Pulver said.

Coast Guard museum to open in spring 2027

National Coast Guard Museum Association

The new National Coast Guard Museum in New London, Conn., under
construction. The museum is expected to open in the spring of 2027.

BY EMELY MIRANDA-AGUILAR
Stars and Stripes

An artist rendering of the National Coast Guard Museum.
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