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ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE – With a 
185 foot-wide-B-52 Stratofortress in front of 
him and a star-filled sky above, Senior Air-
man Dillain Lapolice, 36th Expeditionary 
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron aerospace 
propulsion journeyman, was beginning his 
shift at the start of dusk. Moths were flut-
tering around the floodlights directed at the 
stratofortess, the only source of light for the 
maintainer as he prepared to work.

Lapolice primarily completes most of his 
work on the long-range bomber’s engines. 

“If the engines don’t start, she doesn’t go 
up,” said Lapolice. “This work isn’t fast. The 
guys who work during the night are there to 
complete work that maintainers during the 
day are not able to complete in depth.”

Andersen has based a rotation of B-1B 

Lancers, B-52 Stratofortesses and B-2 Spirits 
since 2004 to maintain a continuous bomber 
presence in the Indo-Pacific, which provides 
assurances of U.S. support to our allies and 
enables a steady posture of vigilant readi-
ness, maintaining an environment of peace 
in the region. 

Lapolice stated that flying missions are 
primarily launched during the day, and that 
the result of maintaining a continuous pres-
ence during the day results in continuous 
need of repairs on the B-52, which has been 
flying since 1954.

“If they go up green, and they come down 
broke, we’re here to keep the mission going 
by fixing that aircraft,” said Lapolice. 

Lapolice, along with spread of other main-
tainers, can cover a range of repairs in a mo-
ment’s notice. Nightshift maintainers regu-
larly perform quality assurance inspections, 
external repairs on aircraft on the frame of 
the aircraft, wheels, hydraulics, electronics, 

along with the interior to support aircrew 
who fly the missions. 

“You do all that work over a period of time, 
and as soon as you see the wheels coming off 
the ground, not only does it look cool, but a 
sense of pride comes over you,” said Airman 
1st Class Liam Varney, 69th Aircraft Main-
tenance Squadron crew chief. “You did ev-
erything you could and that aircraft is flying. 
Whether it’s going up for a practice flight or 
for something serious, there is just a feeling 
that comes along with it. It’s just rewarding.”

Airman 1st Class Jannette Juarez, 36 
EAMXS aircraft armament systems special-
ist, says that even if it’s a crew chief perform-
ing a preflight check, an APJ working on an 
engine, or a weapons specialist loading muni-
tions onto an aircraft, they all do it together.

“Everyone has their own job, but we help 
each other,” said Juarez. “We all have the 
same mission. We are all trying to get the 
same thing done. We are always ready.”

STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
AIRMAN 1ST CLASS MICHAEL MURPHY, 

36TH WING

24/7 support, 
24/7 response

Airman 1st Class Jannette Juarez Airman 1st Class Jannette Juarez.

36th Expeditionary 
Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron Airmen 
install a ring cowl on 
a 69th Expeditionary 
Bomb Squadron B-52 
Stratofortress.
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SANTA RITA – In a first-of-its-
kind event, expeditionary forces 
from Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand and the United States 
arrived in Guam Aug. 14 to con-
duct Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal training in exercise HY-
DRACRAB.

HYDRACRAB brought to-
gether more than 100 sailors 
from four Indo-Pacific nations 
to sharpen skills and strengthen 
practical cooperation for EOD-
related skillsets. The exercise 
took place on Guam and around 
the Marianas Island Range 
Complex. 

‘We are very excited to host 
our foreign partners and friends 
for the inaugural exercise HY-
DRACRAB 2019,” said Cmdr. 
Andrew Cook, EOD Mobile Unit 
5 commanding officer. “This 
exercise serves as a unique 
opportunity to share tactics, 

techniques and procedures with 
integrated maritime and air as-
sets that will help increase our 
collective warfighting effective-
ness.” 

During the exercise, forces 
combined to practice a wide 

range of expeditionary compe-
tencies to include visit, board, 
search, and seizure (VBSS), 
land and sea insertion tech-
niques, joint demolition opera-
tions, small arms proficiency, 
counter improvised explosive 

device (CIED) operations, and 
anti-terrorism force protection 
(ATFP) diving operations. 

“Cooperation between our 
nations’ premier explosive ord-
nance disposal forces is para-
mount to ensuring our readiness 

to face future conflicts by 
strengthening partnerships,” 
said Cook. 

Representing Australia were 
Royal Australian Navy per-
sonnel from Clearance Diving 
Team One and Four. Represent-
ing Canada are Royal Canadian 
Navy personnel from Fleet Div-
ing Unit – Pacific. Representing 
Republic of New Zealand are 
Navy personnel from HMNZS 
Matataua Maritime Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal. 

Representing U.S. forces 
were personnel from Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 
5, Coastal Riverine Squadron 
2, assigned to Coastal Riverine 
Group 1 Detachment Guam, III 
Marine Expeditionary Forces, 
36th Civil Engineering Squad-
ron, and Helicopter Sea Combat 
Squadron (HSC) 25. 

COMMANDER TASK FORCE 75

US, allies launch EOD exercise HYDRACRAB

Sailors assigned to 
Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Mobile Unit 
5, fast rope out of a 
MH-60S Seahawk 
helicopter. Photo 
by CM2 Class Monica 
Wahls, U.S Navy
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Chamorro music a key element in modern 
day Guam

Contemporary Chamorro music is a ubiquitous part 
of life on Guam at the beginning of the 21st century and 
a key element of modern Chamorro culture. Chamorro 
music encompasses a wide variety of styles that reflect 
the wide variety of musical influences that have gained 
popularity through various historical eras.

The sounds of modern Chamorro music are diverse 
ranging from older style batsu, jitterbug and cha cha to 
country and western, disco, rock and roll and island-
style reggae. Most recently, a new form of Chamorro 
music is being created to accompany the modern 
versions of ancient Chamorro dances that are gaining 
popularity on the island. In addition to its entertainment 
value, Chamorro music has become one of the primary 
vehicles for the perpetuation of Chamorro language in 
the now English-language dominated popular culture of 
Guam.

Chamorro music today

Guam has two local radio stations which focus almost 
exclusively on Chamorro music and there is another in 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
(CNMI). The genre has also developed a substantial 
market in the mainland United States wherever Cham-
orros from Guam and the Northern Marianas have 
settled.

An active community of musicians perpetuates the 
genre by continually producing new albums and play-
ing live at Chamorro dance clubs and parties as well 
as such contemporary institutions as the twice weekly 
“Night Market” at The Chamorro Village complex in 
Hagåtña. It has also been adopted by hotels and many 
of Guam’s commercial outlets providing both locals and 
tourists an ambiance that reflects the island’s unique 
cultural identity.

Although most Chamorro music today is influenced 
by outside cultural influences that have come to Guam 
in the post-World War II era, contemporary Chamorro 
musicians perpetuate a cultural practice with a lineage 
that goes back to ancient times.

Ancient Chamorro music

Music has been an important cultural element in the 
lives of the indigenous peoples of the Marianas since 
the islands were first settled about 4,500 years ago. 
While much of the information about these years has 
been lost, the first European visitors during the 16th 
and 17th centuries made note of the importance of mu-
sic in various cultural practices on the island.

Various sources mention a call-and-response type of 
singing that took the form of poetic debate which has 
come to be known as Chamorrita or Kantan Chamor-
rita. This is a competitive form of singing in which one 
chanter wins when the other can no longer come up 
with a response. The use of this art form ranged from 
playful teasing to the instigation of war. It is not clear 
today what these melodies sounded like but it is likely 
that the “Gumupu si Paluma” melody which is used in 
contemporary Kantan Chamorrita evolved from one of 
these ancient melodies.

There were also other forms of chants, and like most 
Pacific cultures, chants and songs were used both to 
tell stories and to preserve important knowledge.

BY MICHAEL R. CLEMENT, JR., 
GUAMPEDIA
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Kantan Chamorita is the contemporary name giv-
en to traditional call-and-response, impromptu 
verse-making. Practitioners refer to the genre as 

ayotte’, meaning to throw (verses) back and forth. Early 
missionaries of the 17th century observed the practice of 
poetic debate that took place between clans who gathered 
to compete to see who could sing the most couplets. A 
visitor to Guam in 1683, Padre S.J. Garcia, described the 
singing as such:

They admire poetry and believe poets to be men who 
perform wonders… They sing in verse their histories and 
ancient things with measured time and harmony of three 
voices: soprano, contraltos, and falsettos, with the occa-
sional tenor assistance of one of the principales who at-
tend these feasts.

Anthropologist Laura Thompson wrote of the call-and-
response, impromptu verse-making form she observed in 
1938, which she said was called Chamorita. Elders who 
know the song form today call it “Chamorita singing”, or 
in Chamorro, Kantan Chamorita.

The verses are comprised of four lines, with the sec-
ond and fourth lines rhyming. The fourth “punch line” 
challenges opponents to incorporate this line into the re-
sponse. The first two lines are carried by a tenor, falsetto, 
or soprano voice while the last two lines are sung in cho-
rus, or an individual may sing to another in falsetto. Kim 
Bailey, an ethnomusicologist who studied the Chamorita 
in the 1980s in Guam and Rota, gave a technical descrip-
tion of the art form. She described Chamoritas as:

…ancient folk songs, arranged in quatrains of two oc-
tosyllabic couplets, which, according to some writers, are 
composed on a single melody, the variations depending 
on the individual style of performance. The distinctive 

features are spontaneous improvisation and a dialogue 
performance between two or more people, depending on 
the occasion and function.

An important feature of Kantan Chamorita is the poet-
ic artistry and layers of meaning contained in the verses. 
The Chamorita, when used as a socially acceptable court-
ing or flirtation device, might present words of apparent 
innocence on the surface with a special hidden meaning 
for the intended receiver. Neighbors or relatives might 
use the song form to resolve misunderstandings through 
lyrics with metaphors which address the grievance in 
non-confrontational ways.

The most popular usage of the Kantan Chamorita has 
always been to tease and ridicule one another without 
causing shame or embarrassment to anyone. Sample 
texts with translations are provided by Laura Souder to 
point out common themes as well as to show how meta-
phors changed with the experiences of the people:

STORY AND PHOTO BY 
JUDY FLORES, PHD

Impromptu verse making
KANTAN CHAMORITA

CHAMORRO ENGLISH

Ti gumadi yu’ put ti’ao I’m not fishing for small fish

Na gumadi yu’ put hagu I’m casting my net for you

An’ chumefla yu’ tres biahi When I whistle three times

Yute’ gadi ya’un falagu Throw your net and run

CHAMORRO ENGLISH

Basta nana de tumanges Stop crying, my mother

Saosao todu i lago’-mu Wipe away your tears

Sa’ ti u apmam na tiempo Because it won’t be long

Siempre u fatto i lahi-mu Before your son will return

Courting

Joining the military

Kantan Chamorita Masters
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Music of Kustumbren Chamorro

Kustumbren Chamorro is the name for syncretic 
indigenous culture that developed in the Marianas 
through over 200 years of Spanish colonial rule. The 
Spanish era was a time when Chamorros converted to 
Roman Catholicism and incorporated its rituals into 
their daily lives. It was also a time when Chamorros 
were influenced by the Filipinos, Mexicans, Spanish 
and others who came to the island for various reasons 
and sometimes married into the local population.

All of these influences shaped the music of the 
islands. In addition to foreign rhythms and melodies 
introduced by missionaries, settlers and visitors, new 
musical instruments such as the guitars, pianos, violins 
and harmonicas undoubtedly changed the tonal values 
of Chamorro songs. During these years many of the 
earlier forms of music were lost or transformed, but 
new music introduced from outside influences was 
embraced and transformed by Chamorro musicians.

There were various forms of music on Guam during 
these years. Perhaps the most dominant in everyday 
life was music associated with the practice of Catholi-
cism as found in the Catholic Mass, novenas, and ritu-
als surrounding the Catholic sacraments of baptism, 
marriage and death. Many of these religious songs are 
still sung today by Chamorro speakers.

There were also many folk songs that told of daily 
life on Guam, of hardships, of love, and whatever else 
came to the minds of songwriters. Others songs were 
simply adaptations of popular western songs. One of 
the most popular songs in pre-WW II Guam was “Hagu 
i Flores,” a Chamorro version of “You Are My Sun-
shine.”

Many such songs went hand-in-hand with dance and 
so conformed to the rhythms of the two most popular 
Spanish dance styles: the Spanish Waltz (batsu) and the 
polka (so’tis), dances that maintained their popularity 
into the early American period. The cha cha and the 
jitterbug would later become popular with the first 
post-WWII generation.

Although the culture of Guam changed considerably 
over the years, the ancient practice of Kantan Chamor-
rita continued to be perpetuated by skilled practitio-
ners throughout the island’s Spanish Era (1668-1898) 
and Naval Era (1899-1941).

Ethnomusicologist Kim Bailey defined 
Kantan Chamorita as:

Ancient folk songs, arranged in quatrains of two 
octosyllabic couplets, which, according to some 
writers, are composed on a single melody, the varia-
tions depending on the individual style of 
performance. The distinctive features are 
spontaneous improvisation and a dialogue 
performance between two or more people, 
depending on the occasion or function.

Kantan Chamorita was used as a way 
to make monotonous labor enjoyable, but 
also played a role in festive occasions. For 
example, tuberos (a person who taps a coconut tree 
for the sap to make tuba, a coconut liquer) would often 
“throw” Chamorritas as they passed their time up 
working in coconut trees. Another common setting for 
Chamorritas was roof thatching parties where two or 
even three-way Chamorritas could be heard. Kantan 
Chamorrita also played a role in wedding celebrations.

Another popular form of Chamorro music was the 
serenada (seranade). Men would sing these songs to 
their love interests as a form of courtship. Seranadas 
were also commonplace at family gatherings as they 
were the perfect settings for relatives to get together 
and sing. This custom can possibly be traced to Spanish 
times but soon died out after WWII.

Music during World War II

Through almost three years of Japanese administra-
tion during WWII, many Chamorros were forced into 
a more “traditional” lifestyle as they moved to their 
ranches in hopes of limiting contact with Japanese 
soliders.

The Chamorro language, whether through song 
or simply spoken, served the people as a language of 
resistance since it could not be understood by the Japa-
nese. Popular songs such as “Ramon San,” “Senindan” 
and the English language song “Sam, Sam, My Dear 
Old Uncle Sam” kept Chamorro spirits alive at this dif-
ficult time in history.

Music after World War II

In the mid and late-1940s Chamorrro 
lives were radically altered by resettlement 
in new villages as the island transformed 
into a massive military fortress as WWII 
raged on in Asia. The next three decades 
would see Chamorros reduced from over 
90 percent of the island’s population to 
the brink of minority status. While the 
Chamorro language was still used in most 
Chamorro homes in the 1950s and 1960s, 
it became less likely to be heard in public 
places and many new settlers to Guam had 
no knowledge of the language.

For older Chamorro musicians less 
common use of the Chamorro language 
didn’t mean that they stopped playing the 
songs they already knew. However, for the 
younger generation that was coming of age 
in the post-war world, there was greater 
motivation to embrace the new cultural 
influences that were coming through the 
airwaves of Armed Forces Radio and 
later KGTF, Guam’s public broadcasting 
television station. Musicians during these 
years also had new opportunities for 
employment since military clubs needed 
bands, but opportunities in this case were 
for playing popular American music sung in 
English.

Still there were many Chamorro songs 
written during these years and like the folk 
songs of earlier eras, these songs reflected 
the interests and concerns of Chamorros of 
the time. For example, well known songwrit-
er Roque Mantanona wrote his song “Bai 
Hanao Pa’i Gera” (I Am Going to the War) 

in Hawaii as a he prepared to 
participate in the Korean War.

It was not, however, until the 1960s that 
Chamorro music began to once again gain 
a wide following on the island. Among the 
groups that began to gain popularity in the 
early 1960s were the Charfauros Broth-
ers, the Delgado Brothers, amongst many 

others. Chamorro musicians began playing at fiestas, 
political rallies and on talent shows such as Alan Sekt’s 
“Talent on Parade” which aired on KUAM television.

Singing in Chamorro during these years took on 
the added purpose of cultural activism which is best 
represented in Jesus Charfauros’ “Munga Yo’ Ma’Fino 
Engles” (Don’t Speak to Me in English) which was per-
formed by popular local recording artist Johnny Sablan.

It was not until 1968 when the Chamorro music re-
cording industry really began with the release of Johnny 
Sablan’s Dalai Nene, the first Chamorro LP. Sablan’s ear-
ly albums were many cases excercises in historical and 
cultural preservation since he made an effort to revive 
songs from pre-war Guam and put them on record.

Sablan also played an important role in promoting lo-
cal talent with the production of  the Kasamiento album 
in 1973. This album included the first recordings of 
future stars Flora Baza, The Charfauros Brothers, Mike 
Laguana, Terry Rojas and Frankie Sanchez.

During the early 1970s Jesus and Tommy Charfauros 
took over the “Chamorro Hour” show on KUAM 610 
AM which would come to be known as “Programma 
Chamorrita.” A problem at the time was that there was 
not enough Chamorro music to fill the airwaves so they, 
along with younger brother, Ike, took it upon themselves 
to record local artists on reel-to-reel tape for their 
program. They would go on to open their own recording 
studio in 1977 and produce some of the most popular 
artists of the time including J.D. Crutch, Mike Laguana, 
Flora Baza, The Reyes Brothers and George Cruz. They 
also recorded the Saipanese group Tropicsette which 

had become popular on Guam playing at Joe 
and Flo’s in Asan, one of the first clubs on the 
Guam to feature Chamorro music.

Tropicsette was important because it was 
the beginning of renewed connections between 
Chamorros of the Marianas who had been iso-
lated by the travel restrictions of the Trust Ter-
ritory days. Members Candy Taman and Frank 
“Bokkongo” Pangelinan remain among the 
most well known Chamorro musicians today.

During the 1980s lowered production 
cost for cassette-tape recordings resulted 
in a dramatic increase in the production of 
Chamorro music. Stars of the 1980s included 
J.D. Crutch, Gus and Doll, Alexandro Sablan, 
The Guam Sirenas, Frank Magellan Santos and 
K.C. DeLeon Guerrero. Since that time many 
new artists have emerged.

Today, Chamorro musicians continue to 
perform and maintain a strong fan base. Some 
popular artists include K.C. DeLeon Guer-
rero’s brother Daniel DeLeon Guerrero, Ruby 
Aquiningoc Santos and Jesse Bais, among 
several others.

There is, however, concern that the Chamor-
ro music industry is threatened by the prolif-
eration of digital formats which make piracy 
easier than ever. Nevertheless artists continue 
to produce new albums not so much to make 
money as to promote the indigenous culture of 
the island.

Neo-traditional Chamorro music

During the 1980s a new type of Chamorro 
music emerged, this time to accompany the 
revival of traditional Chamorro dancing. This 

began with a production entitled “Guahu Taotao Tano” 
which was developed as an entry for the 1984 South 
Pacific Arts Festival in New Caledonia. The musical pro-
duction was directed by the late Silas “Ed” Gould.

Although the production did not make it to New 
Caledonia, it made a big impression on those on Guam 
who experienced it and helped awaken awareness of the 
ancient Chamorro identity. It was eventually showcased 
in Tahiti in 1985.

“Guahu Taotao Tano” was then taken to the South Pa-
cific Arts Festival in Townsville, Australia in 1988. Today 
there are several successful dance groups that perform 
to this new type of traditional music and compete in 
inter-island dance competitions.

Coltilde Castro Gould, an excellent storyteller, also 
composed many Chamorro songs during this time. 
Gould composed songs such as “Man Biha na Tiempo,” 
“Piknik,” “Si Rose” and “Inapinicara.” Most of these 
songs were recorded instrumentally by Jack De Mello 
from Hawaii on the LP Legends of Guam.

Flora Baza

Daniel DeLeon Guererro

Johnny Sablan

www.guampedia.com
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SAIPAN, NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS – Rota, renowned 
among the islands of The Marianas for its untouched nature beau-
ty and warm island hospitality, is gearing up to welcome visitors 
for the 5th Rota Coconut Festival on Sept. 13-14, 2019.

“The Marianas Visitors Authority is excited to partner again 
this year with the Rota Mayor’s Office on the exciting Rota Coco-
nut Festival, which will provide visitors a truly unique and friend-
ly experience on the beautiful island of Rota,” said MVA Managing 
Director Priscilla M. Iakopo. “Rota is renowned for its unspoiled 
natural environment, so it is a more than fitting venue for this cel-
ebratory tribute to the staple of Pacific island living – the coconut 
tree.”

The event will feature educational displays and demonstrations 
related to the coconut, entertainment, games, a Coconut Scavenger 
Hunt, and a variety of live cooking competitions on site such as the 
“manha titiyas” (tortillas made with young coconut), “ahu” (soup 
made with young coconut), coconut candy, and “bunelos 
manha” (doughnuts made with young coconut).

Additional details will be announced 
shortly. For more information, contact the 
Rota Mayor’s Office at 1.670.532.9451 or 
Field Supervisor Sandra Atalig of the 
MVA at 1.670.532.0327 or 
satalig@mymarianas.com.

BY PRISCILLA M. IAKOPO, 
MARIANAS VISITORS AUTHORITY

Sept
. 13-14

BY PRISCILLA M. IAKOPO,
MARIANAS VISITORS AUTHORITY

epep

Rota Coconut Fest
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ROTA, Northern Mariana Islands – KONQER, 
Guam’s original obstacle course race (OCR), con-
tinues its expansion across Micronesia with the 
first-ever Enduro Cham-
pionship (E1) event on 
Rota on September 14, 
according to KONQER 
chief experience officer 
Kaz Endo.

“Like Taga, KONQER 
was born in Guam, but 
it’s finally moving to 
Rota,” said Endo. “The 
OCR World has a new 
championship proving 
ground. We are so ex-
cited to bring the savage 
and brutal course design 
to the World’s Friendli-
est Island.”

The by-invitation-
only event includes 20 
entries for the soloist di-
vision (male or female), 
and 20 team spots for 
the three-person relay 
division. The course 
will include a 16K (ap-
proximately 10 miles) 
off-road run, a 3.8K (2.5 
miles) open water swim 
and 10 obstacles to navi-
gate, with a reward of $1,000 in prize money to 
the top solo finisher and $3,000 to the top relay 
team.

“While our main events are designed for 

participants of all ages and fitness levels to enjoy, 
the E1 Championship will challenge athletes even 
of the highest caliber,” said Endo. “If you’re put-
ting together a relay team, I would suggest put-
ting together a team with people who dominate in 

a respective area. This 
means one strong run-
ner, one strong swimmer 
and one agile ninja!”

Interested partici-
pants may apply or be 
nominated for an invita-
tion to compete at kon-
qersports.com. There is 
no registration fee for 
the event, but partici-
pants will be responsible 
for costs of travel and 
accommodations, with 
KONQER organizing 
charter flights to assist 
athlete transportation to 
and from Rota.

After the E1 Cham-
pionship concludes, the 
obstacle portion of the 
event will be open to the 
public to enjoy. There 
will be no fee, but all 
participants will be re-
quired to sign a liability 
waiver prior to enjoying 
the obstacle course.

“I don’t think a course 
like this exists anywhere in the world,” said 
Endo. “The challenging course set against the 
stunning island scenery of Rota is something that 
must be experienced first hand.”

STORY AND PHOTO BY KELLI WEDD,
MEDIA/MARKETING DIRECTOR KONQER SPORTS LTD.

KONQER TO HOST ENDURO 
CHAMPIONSHIP IN ROTA

Billy Navarette traverses the Monkey Kong obstacle 
during KONQER Guam’s K11 Obstacle Course Challenge. 

  

Stomp Tip:
1) Alcohol and hiking do not mix. 
2) Do not bring beverages with caffeine on hikes.
3) Bring plenty of water with you on hikes. 
4) Do not hike alone and let someone know where   
 you are going and your return time.
5) Always carry a well stocked personal first aid kit.
6) When hiking, lots of little snacks are better than one big meal
7) Always bring a small flashlight in case you get lost, or delayed. 
 Save your phone battery for calls.

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY
GUAM BOONIE STOMPERS

Boonie Stomps 
Guam

Complete 10
 Boonie Stomps

      
 to earn a Boonie Stomp

      
  T-Shirt!

August 20  
Tarzan Falls   

Medium
4 hours for 3 miles

We hike downhill through a recent fire scorched area to reach three 
large waterfalls in central Guam. Enjoy exploring the top of the first 
falls before swimming below, jump at the second falls, then relax on 
the open ledges of the large third falls before swimming below.     
Bring: 2 quarts water, hiking shoes, swim suit, gloves, sun screen, 
insect repellent, lunch, and camera.     
Special conditions: Stretches of steep trail, walking in cave 
water and over rough limestone rocks.

August 27  
Fintasa and Laolao Falls   

Medium
3 hours for 2 miles

We journey to 2 cooling waterfalls in southeastern Guam. Enjoy 
swimming and waterfall showers at the scenic Fintasa Falls, 
head much further downstream to enjoy the open ledges, 
individual swim holes or water cave of Laolao Falls.     
Bring: 2 quarts water, hiking shoes, swimsuit, 
gloves, sun screen, sunglasses, lunch, and 
camera.      
Special conditions: Some 
walking in water, fairly steep 
hills to climb and descend, 
sword grass

Every Saturday, Guam Boonie Stompers offers public hikes 
to a variety of destinations such as beaches, snorkeling sites, 
waterfalls, mountains, caves, latte sites, and World War II sites. 
We meet at 9:00 AM in the Center Court of Chamorro Village in 
Hagatna. The cost is $5.00 for hikers over 17. Children must be 
accompanied by a responsible adult. Hikers should provide their 
own transportation. Guam’s trails are not developed. Weather 
conditions can make the hikes more difficult than described. No 
reservations required. 
For more information:
www.facebook.com/GuamBoonieStompersInc 
or call 787-4238.

Guam Boonie Stompers is a non-profit Guam corporation composed of 
volunteer leaders committed to leading hikes to and protecting

the unique destinations on our island.

Fintasa Falls
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Almond (pup) 
I really do not believe that there is any pup 

better with me ! Come meet me today :) 

FOR MORE TRAVEL STORIES

GUAM.STRIPES.COM

Beer and seafaring. They go to-
gether like fish and chips. 
Since the 5th millennium 

B.C. when beer was first fer-
mented by the Mesopota-
mians, the two have been ir-
revocably entwined. As the 
beverage made its way to 
Europe over the next centu-
ries, a weak form was stan-
dard fare on the ships that 
plied the waters of the world. 
Today, many countries have 
their own favorite brew, some sup-
plied by enterprising local brewers. 

The remote island of Yap, one of four 
states in the Federated States of Micronesia in 
the far western Pacific Ocean, is no exception. 

The knowledge of fermentation and distillation 

came late to Micronesia, arriving in the mid-19th 
century with whalers and copra traders. But it 

wasn’t until a mustachioed Texan ar-
rived with the tide on the remote 

island of Yap in 1976 as a young 
Peace Corps volunteer, eventu-

ally building the Manta Ray 
Bay Resort and Yap Divers, 
that a local brew was born. In 
1999, Acker launched Stone 
Money Brewing Company to 
provide a refreshing draft for 
his guests at the end of a long 

day of diving and snorkeling.
Now celebrating its 20th an-

niversary, the micro-brewery 
that’s named after the island’s 

unique stone money currency, was 
inspired by Acker’s friend, Greg Wil-

son, owner of Cook Island Divers, who has 
been brewing brew for more than 40 
years. During his third visit to Yap in 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
JOYCE MCCLURE

Remote island Micro-Brewery has 
been refreshing divers for 20 years

The Crow’s Nest in Manta Ray Bay Resort



Stripes Sports Trivia
SAY MY NAME! After being selected 12th overall in 1987, I proved size doesn’t matter – unless you 
hold the record for being THE SMALLEST to ever ball in the NBA, like myself. At 5-foot-3, I spent 
14 years in the NBA, including my rookie season as a teammate of 7-foot-7 Manute Bol. Who am I?

Muggsy Bogues

Answer
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ACROSS
1 Speech defect
5 Frugal fellow

10 Flight segment
14 Smoothie berry
15 Unable to relax
16 Like some 

broadcasts
17 Reimburse
19 Anagram for 

aide
20 Prepare to pray,

sometimes
21 Drop the ball
22 TV spy Maxwell
23 Campaign tactic
25 Bay window
27 Steamed state
30 Whole number
32 Kind of station
35 Hot dog topper
37 Perform a magic

trick
39 Genesis victim
40 Think out loud
42 Calling 2 Screen symbol 34 Gossipy gal 54 "___ Attraction" 

company? 3 Identical 36 Class (1987 film)
43 Very tired (with 4 Water conduits 38 Youngest 55 Wild guess

"out") 5 Stallone flick, Lincoln 56 Southern corn 
45 Vole or mole "Demolition ___" 41 Push-up target bread
47 NY time zone 6 Newspaper 44 Like pie? 58 Big name in 
48 Religious recluse supplement 46 Atlantic, for one plastic
50 Sargasso, e.g. 7 Marquee name 49 Very 60 Widespread
51 Beginning stage 8 Female steroid unfortunate 61 Bite like a beaver
53 Coral ___ 9 Deli bread 52 Point of greatest 62 Grazing group
55 Atomizer output 10 Snail trail despair 64 Go up and down
57 Fertility clinic 11 Powerful ocean 65 "Don't ___!"

stock surges
59 Pirate's cry 12 ___ and anon
63 Warty hopper 13 Gardening moss
64 Two-masted 18 New York's 

vessel ____ Island
66 Voting "no" 22 Voice of the 
67 Welcome desert iPhone

sight 24 Knock from the
68 Way, way off saddle
69 Ballpark 26 Daydream

beverage 27 Breathing fire
70 Jack of 28 Picture puzzle

"Shallow Hal" 29 Those with the
71 Off-color vote

31 Skip over, when
DOWN speaking

1 Be without 33 Answer (for)

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2019 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Answers to Last Week’s Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

T I T L E D D E V I S E
P I N H O L E E R E L O N G
A M N E S I A S A T I A T E
S P A S T R O P S U P E R
T A R T E L V I S M I R A
E N D O N Y E S E S E A R
L I S T E N N E W W O R L D

A W O L S E E P
S E A L E V E L D E E P E R
C A R L E V E R P R O M O
O T T O L E G A L A L P S
U S E R S R O S E S L E T
R O M A N I A C A P T U R E
S U I T I N G A V I A T O R

T S E T S E L E T T E R

Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku: 

1999, Wilson brought the equipment 
and supplies for Acker to begin brew-

ing in his home kitchen using two-liter plastic 
soda bottles. But it wasn’t long before Acker’s 
wife, Patricia, told him to take it elsewhere. She 
wasn’t pleased with the smell that was permeat-
ing the house. 

The fledgling operation was relocated to the 
Mnuw, a 19th century 170’ phinisi, two-masted 
sailing ship that Acker brought from Indone-
sia, renovated into a 
restaurant and bar and 
moored next to the ho-
tel. Enter Ian Ward of 
Brewvisions, Ltd. in 
London who was hired 
by Acker to help get the operation up and run-
ning. 

Former chef and Swiss native, Fredy Gull, 
then became the brewmaster. Gull had visited 
Yap many times as a diver during his vacations 
from working in luxury hotels throughout the 
Pacific region. Acker convinced him stay on 
in 1994 as a dive instructor and he eventually 
took the helm of the 600-liter microbrewery. 
The shiny steel equipment is now located in 

the resort’s lobby behind 
smoked glass where it looks like a 
Rube Goldberg contraption to the uninitiated.  

The divers who arrive in Yap from all over 
the world to swim among the resident popula-
tion of manta rays, reef sharks, sea turtles and 
other denizens of the surrounding, protected 
reef, invariably heed the call for Happy Hour 
at 4:30 every day when the 18th century can-
non is fired from the bow of the Mnuw. It’s then 

that the steins come 
out – a dozen or more 
hanging above the bar 
on the upper deck with 
the names of regulars 
tagged for retrieval – 

and the crew begins filling them with the two 
popular lagers – Manta Gold, a European lager 
“made from the finest malted grain and Europe-
an hops,” Acker says proudly, and Hammerhead 
Amber, a dark lager with “more of an American 
West Coast flavor.” Some prefer the Two Step, 
a mix of both that honors Acker’s Texas roots. 

“Our motto is ‘Drink, Pee, Repeat’,” he adds. 
“And we try to live up to it every day.”   

For more information: 
www.mantaray.com

MNUW Bar and Restaurant in Manta Ray Bay Resort

uipment 
b

the resort’s lobby behind

ort

Stoney Money Beer in Manta Ray Bar Resort
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OKINAWA

More than 22,000 stu-
dents are beginning the 
2019-2020 School Year 

in Department of the Depart-
ment of Defense Education Ac-
tivity (DoDEA) schools in the 
Pacific Region.  

The DoDEA Pacific Region, 
headquartered in Okinawa, Ja-
pan, has 45 schools in three dis-
tricts located in Japan, Korea 
and the U.S. Territory of Guam.

DoDEA schools educate chil-
dren of our Nation’s Service-
members and the civilians who 
support them in eleven nations, 
seven states and two territories. 
Overall, the DoDEA school sys-
tem operates 164 schools serv-
ing more than 73,000 students 

in the United States, Europe 
and the Pacific through a world-
wide network of 8 school dis-
tricts and approximately 11,000 
full-time employees. 

The DoDEA Pacific 2019-
2020 School Year begins Mon-
day, August 26. The Pacific Re-
gional School Calendar can be 
found at: https://bit.ly/2z8SgDL

Visit individual school web-
sites for more detailed school 
calendars.

College & Career Ready
The DoDEA vision of Ex-

cellence in Education for Ev-
ery Student, Every Day, Ev-
erywhere, continues to be 
possible through the on-going 
implementation of the College 
and Career Ready Standards 
(CCRS) along with the DoDEA 
Comprehensive Assessment 

System (DoDEA-CAS).  DoDEA 
recently completed its second-
year administration of the sum-
mative assessments, posting 
gains in literacy and mathemat-
ics in the first possible year of 
comparative measurement for 
the criterion-referenced exami-
nations. 

More than 50,000 military-
connected students from grades 
three through high school com-
pleted the course-specific as-
sessments, 99.7% of which 
were completed online, pro-
viding DoDEA educators vital 
information to support student 
achievement. 

The summative assessments, 
aligned to DoDEA’s rigorous 
CCRS curriculum, measure 
students’ skills, progress and 
mastery of a subject rather 
than their performance relative 

to other test takers. The as-
sessment focuses on problem-
solving, critical evaluation and 
higher-order thinking skills – 
the kind of skills students need 
to succeed in school and in the 
workplace. 

In literacy, students demon-
strated a 4.8% increase, from 
48.3% to 53.1% of students 
meeting or exceeding stan-
dards.

In mathematics, students im-
proved on last year’s baseline 
by 2%, from 40.6% to 42.6% of 
students meeting or exceeding 
standards.

These results reinforce other 
testing outcomes, like the Na-
tional Assessment for Educa-
tional Progress, that show Do-
DEA is continuing an upward 
trajectory as it is in the final 
stages of implementing College 
and Career Readiness Stan-
dards. 

The increases in student 
performance, distributed 
across student demographics 
and throughout DoDEA’s 164 
schools worldwide, compare fa-
vorably to similar state school 
systems and indicate quicker 
growth in student literacy – a 
key element in student success.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
EDUCATION ACTIVITY

DODEA Pacific ready for another great year!

For more information on DoDEA’s Summative Assessment, Comprehensive Assessment System or College and Career Readiness standards, visit our website at www.dodea.edu.

Photos courtesy of DODEA

Back to School 2019-20

Back to School
Supporting your child’s education 

Free education consultants

Right start with Sure Start

Plan ahead with Choices360

Inside
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Whether you are con-
sidering going back to 
school, your 5-year-old 

is starting kindergarten, or your 
20-year-old is heading back to 
college, an education consul-
tant at Military OneSource can 
ease back-to-school transitions. 
These free and confidential 
one-on-one sessions with a pro-
fessional knowledgeable about 
education resources can give 
both your child and you a shot of 
confidence.

How can they help you?
Consultants look into educa-

tion options for you, refer you 
to education services that best 
meet your needs and connect 
you to a wide variety of resourc-
es. They can answer your ques-
tions and provide information 
about services and benefits.

You can arrange a consulta-
tion for help with:

n Referrals to in-home tutors 
and tutoring centers in your 
area

n Public and private school in-
formation if your family is 
moving

n Choosing a college based on 
your desired degree or specific 
request

n Sources for financial aid and 
scholarships

n Profiles on specific colleges 
and their credentials

n Finding military-friendly 
schools and institutions that 
allow you to transfer previous 
college credits

n Help getting your credentials 
converted and diplomas trans-
lated to meet specific state or 
country requirements

n Contact information to help 
eligible military spouses find 
tuition assistance for certi-
fication through the MyCAA 
Scholarship

Free education consultants

Supporting a child’s education is 
one of your most important re-
sponsibilities. By cultivating a 

love of learning and knowledge at a 
young age, you can set up your child 
for success. Here are some strate-
gies to help you build a foundation 
of learning for your child.

Nurture learning at home 
Learning doesn’t stop when the 

school day ends. A child absorbs as 
much or more at home and through 
his or her experiences as through a 
textbook. 

Try some of these tips to encour-
age learning at home:
n Keep to a routine. Make home-

work part of the routine by stick-
ing to the same spot and time of 
day. Make sure your child has a 
quiet place to study.

n	Monitor homework. Check your 
child’s homework every night, not 
just to see whether it’s done, but 
also for quality. Help your child 
carve out chunks of time to tackle 
larger projects.

n	Praise your child’s efforts. Children 
learn best by positive reinforce-
ment. Whenever you have an op-
portunity, praise your child for a 
job well done.

n	Encourage learning at home. If 
your child is interested in insects, 
buy an ant farm. Talk about some-
thing in the news or a book he or 
she just read. Fostering full-time 
learning is one of the best ways 
you can equip your children for 
life after graduation and future 
success.

Relationship with school
Your relationship with the school 

will demonstrate to your child and 
the school’s staff the importance 
you attach to education. Even if you 
relocate often or are temporarily 

deployed, there are ways you can 
build a relationship with the school 
and your child’s teachers to help 
your child perform as well as pos-
sible:
n	Meet the teacher. Allowing your 

child’s teacher to put a face with 
your name is a great way to show 
your investment in your child’s 
education.

n	Attend events. Being present 
at back-to-school nights, school 
board meetings, open houses and 
school fairs can help both you and 
your child feel more connected to 
the school.

n	Volunteer. There are dozens of 
ways to give your time to your 
child’s school, so it’s just a matter 
of finding a way to volunteer that 
suits your schedule.

n	Join the parent/teacher group. 
Attending PTA/PTO meetings 
can be a great way to stay in the 
loop about what’s happening at 
the school and how you can get in-
volved.

Tap into resources
Providing the best possible edu-

cation for your child is not a one-
person job. Be sure to tap into the 
support and resources of your mili-
tary community.
n	Home-schooling resources are 

found on your installation, such 
as school liaison officers; child, 
youth, and teen programs; and ac-
tivities through your installation’s 
Department of Defense Education 
Activity school.
Give your child the best chance 

for success. Foster an appreciation 
for learning — it can help your child 
meet his or her potential and devel-
op life skills that extend far beyond 
the classroom.

– Source: militaryonesource.mil

Tips for supporting 
your child’s education

Sure Start is a Department of Defense Education Ac-
tivity program for command-sponsored children sta-
tioned at overseas installations. If you’re a qualifying 

military family, it could be a great fit for your child. The 
program provides:
n	Education services
n	Lunch and snack provisions
n	Health and nutrition services
n	Social and parent-involvement services
n	Dental, medical and developmental screenings

Sure Start: Is your child eligible?
Sure Start assists qualified preschool-age military chil-

dren living overseas. To qualify, your child needs to turn 4 
years old by Sept. 1 of the current school year. Your child 
also must meet one of these requirements:
n	Lives in a single-parent household
n	Had a low birth weight
n	Has a severely disabled older sibling
n	Lives in a home with four or more kids close in age
An eligible child also must have at least one parent who 
meets one of these criteria:
n	Ranks between E-1 and E-4 or rates the civilian equiva-

lent. Exceptions may be made, but these kids are given 

priority.
n	Did not graduate from high school
n	Was a teenager when the child was born
n	Speaks anything but English as their primary language
n	Is on a remote assignment or temporary duty for at least 

three months

Sure Start or Head Start?
Sure Start is built on the same foundation as Head Start 

but fits better into the Department of Defense Education 
Activity culture and regulations.
Both Head Start and Sure Start:
n	Use a four-tiered delivery system: education, health and 

nutrition, social services and mandatory parent involve-
ment

n	Run medical, dental and developmental screenings for 
students and provide follow-up assessments if needed

n	Provide no-cost, nutritious lunches and snacks
n	Encourage family involvement
n	Cater to students’ ages, individual needs and cultures in 

environment, curriculum, materials, routines and daily 
activities

n	Follow a full-day program
How is Sure Start different from Head Start?
n	The Department of Defense Education Activity oversees 

the Sure Start program.

Get your child the right start with Sure Start

Ms. Lois J. Rapp 
Director for Student 
Excellence

Dr. Judith Allen
Pacific East
 (Mainland Japan) 
District Superintendent 

DoDEA Pacific Student Enrollment
Current enrollment for each DoDEA Pacific school district and region can be found at 
https://www.dodea.edu/datacenter/enrollment_display.cfm. 

About DoDEA
DoDEA plans, directs, coordinates and manages Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade 
education programs for school-aged children of Department of Defense personnel who would 
not otherwise have access to a high-quality education. DoDEA schools are located in Europe, 
the Pacific, Western and Southwest Asia, Cuba, the United States, Guam and Puerto Rico.

DoDEA Pacific Region Leadership

Back to School 2019-20
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n Referrals to in-home tutors 
and tutoring centers in your 
area

n Public and private school in-
formation if your family is 
moving

n Choosing a college based on 
your desired degree or specific 
request

n Sources for financial aid and 
scholarships

n Profiles on specific colleges 
and their credentials

n Finding military-friendly 
schools and institutions that 
allow you to transfer previous 
college credits

n Help getting your credentials 
converted and diplomas trans-
lated to meet specific state or 
country requirements

n Contact information to help 
eligible military spouses find 
tuition assistance for certi-
fication through the MyCAA 
Scholarship

n Information on the SAT and 
ACT test preparation pro-
grams.

Who is eligible?
An education consultant can 

help eligible service members 
and family members. For ex-
ample, they can help you with 
information about colleges and 
financial aid for yourself – and 
they can help find a tutor in the 
area for your child.

Connect with a Military One-
Source education consultant to 
access the information and re-
sources you need to meet your 
education goals. 

Set up your consultation by 
calling Military OneSource at 
800-342-9647. 

– Source: militaryonesource.mil

Free education consultants School Year 2019 - 2020 Calendar

Plan ahead with Choices360

nutrition, social services and mandatory parent involve-
ment

n	Run medical, dental and developmental screenings for 
students and provide follow-up assessments if needed

n	Provide no-cost, nutritious lunches and snacks
n	Encourage family involvement
n	Cater to students’ ages, individual needs and cultures in 

environment, curriculum, materials, routines and daily 
activities

n	Follow a full-day program
How is Sure Start different from Head Start?
n	The Department of Defense Education Activity oversees 

the Sure Start program.

n	Sure Start considers a military sponsor’s rank its first pri-
ority for enrollment, while Head Start uses income to de-
termine eligibility.

n	Sure Start does not use a child’s disability status to de-
termine eligibility, while Head Start reserves at least 10 
percent of slots in each classroom for children with dis-
abilities.

n	Parent involvement in Sure Start is mandatory.
n	Sure Start staffs two adults for every 18 to 20 students. Lo-

cal or state licensing boards determine Head Start’s staff-
to-child ratios.

n	Sure Start staff work with Department of Defense Educa-
tion Activity special education staff to determine the best 
placement and services for a child.

n	Sure Start programs follow the Department of Defense 
Education Activity’s Pre-K Foundational Standards cur-
riculum. Head Start chooses curriculum at the local level.
If you think your preschooler may be a good fit for the 

Sure Start program, contact your school liaison, your instal-
lation’s elementary school or your Military and Family Sup-
port Center. 

– Source: militaryonesource.mil

Get your child the right start with Sure Start

DoDEA’s Choices360 is a systemic career and academic online planning tool that 
will enable students in grades 7-12 have access to high quality learning experiences 
around exploring, planning, and preparing for life after high school. Choices360 is 
a one-stop shop for college and career resources that will allow students to Make A 
Plan - Own Their Future. 

This program is a comprehensive career and academic online planning tool that 
will help students prepare for life after high school. DoDEA school counselors will 
implement Choices360 to help students in grades 7-12 to engage in rigorous course 
planning, understand the college application process, explore college and career 
options.  DoDEA Choices 360 is found at www.dodea.edu/choices360/.

Dr. Judith Allen
Pacific East
 (Mainland Japan) 
District Superintendent 

Dr. Jeff Arrington 
Pacific West (Korea) 
District Superintendent

Mr. Jim Journey
Pacific South 
(Okinawa and Guam) 
District Superintendent

DoDEA Pacific Student Enrollment
Current enrollment for each DoDEA Pacific school district and region can be found at 
https://www.dodea.edu/datacenter/enrollment_display.cfm. 

About DoDEA
DoDEA plans, directs, coordinates and manages Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade 
education programs for school-aged children of Department of Defense personnel who would 
not otherwise have access to a high-quality education. DoDEA schools are located in Europe, 
the Pacific, Western and Southwest Asia, Cuba, the United States, Guam and Puerto Rico.

DoDEA Pacific Region Leadership

Monday, August 26 Begin First Quarter and First Semester

Monday, September 2 Labor Day: Federal Holiday

Monday, October 14 Columbus Day: Federal Holiday

Thursday, October 31 End of First Quarter (46 days of classroom instruction)

Friday, November 1 No school for students -- teacher work day

Monday November 4 Begin second quarter

Monday, November 11 Veterans Day: Federal Holiday observed

Thursday, November 28 Thanksgiving Day: Federal Holiday

Friday, November 29 Friday: Recess Day

Monday, December 23 Begin Winter Recess (23 December - 3 January 2019)

Wednesday, December 25 Christmas Day: Federal Holiday

Wednesday, January 1 New Year’s Day: Federal Holiday

Monday, January 6 Instruction Resumes

Monday, January 20 Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.: Federal Holiday

Thursday, January 23 End of Second Quarter and First Semester (43 days of 
classroom instruction)

Friday, January 24 No school for students -- teacher work day

Monday, January 27 Begin Third Quarter and Second Semester

Monday, February 17 Presidents' Day (Washington's Birthday): Federal 
Holiday

Thursday, April 2 End of Third Quarter (45 days of classroom instruction)

Friday, April 3 No school for students -- teacher work day

Monday, April 6 Begin Spring Recess (6 - 10 April)

Monday, April 13 Instruction Resumes - Begin Fourth Quarter

Monday, May 25 Memorial Day: Federal Holiday

Tuesday, June 9 End of Fourth Quarter and Second Semester (41 Days 
of classroom instruction)

Wednesday, June 10 No school for students -- teacher work day. Last day 
for non-administrative educator personnel

First Semester (89 Instructional Days)

2020

Second Semester (86 Instructional Days)

Back to School 2019-20
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Getting off the ground
Flight operations begin at remote post in Niger after ambitious runway project

Page 2

Air Force Tech. Sgt. 
Daniel Peterson  

marshals a C-130J 
Super Hercules at 
Nigerien Air Base 

201 in Agadez, Niger, 
on Aug. 3. This was 

the first C-130 to 
take off at the base.

DEVIN BOYER/U.S. Air Force
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Stars and Stripes 

 KABUL, Afghanistan — Members of the 
first Army infantry brigade to be issued 
pocket-sized drones are putting the devices 
to work in southern Afghanistan.

Paratroopers from the 3rd Brigade Com-
bat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, used 
the Black Hornet Personal Reconnaissance 
System  recently to support a foot patrol 
in Kandahar province, a statement by the 
division said.

Army photos of the patrol  Aug. 9 show 
troops deploying at least one drone, which 
resembles a miniature helicopter, during a 
counterterrorism mission.

“The Black Hornet provided overhead 
surveillance for the patrol as it gauged 
security in the region and spoke to local Af-
ghans about their concerns,” the statement 
said, adding that paratroopers “routinely 
employ the system” to reduce combat risks.  

The 3rd Brigade Combat soldiers were 
issued the Black Hornets in the spring and 
deployed to Afghanistan last month. 

The handheld devices, which provide 
near real-time video, are eventually expect-
ed to be issued to every squad in the Army, 
the service said in a 2018 statement.

The drones weigh less than two ounces, 
are nearly silent and have a flight time of 
up to 25 minutes, according to FLIR, their 
Oregon-based manufacturer.

The 3rd Brigade Combat Team, out of 
Fort Bragg, N.C., deployed to Kandahar 
province in Afghanistan’s south to replace 
the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Moun-
tain Division, based at Fort Drum, N.Y. 

Like its predecessor, the 3rd Brigade 

Combat Team supports the dual U.S. mis-
sion — a bilateral counterterrorism effort 
with the Afghans and a NATO-led effort 
to build up and support Afghan security 
forces. Two paratroopers of the 3rd Bri-

gade died from combat-related injuries just 
weeks after arriving in the country.

Spc. Michael Nance, 24, and Pfc. 
Brandon Kreischer, 20, were killed in an 
apparent insider attack  July 29. Both were 

assigned to 1st Battalion, 505th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment.

wellman.phillip@stripes.com

Twitter: @pwwellman
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 BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger-
many — The Air Force has 
begun limited flying opera-
tions at a remote outpost in the 
southern Sahara Desert in Niger, 
where U.S. airmen recently built 
a 6,200-foot runway to support 
intelligence gathering in West 
Africa.

Air Force C-130s and other 
aircraft on resupply missions, in 
coordination with the Nigerien 
air force and the country’s civil 
aviation authorities, began flying 
limited Visual Flight Rule opera-
tions into and out of Nigerien Air 
Base 201 on Aug. 1, U.S. Air 
Forces in Europe-Air Forces 
Africa said in a statement.

VFR operations are conducted 
without instruments to assess an 
airfield before full flight op-
erations begin, including drone 
missions, a USAFE-AFAFRICA 
spokesman said.

Gen. Jeff Harrigian, USAFE-
AFAFRICA commander, com-
mended airmen for completing 
the largest-ever, airmen-led 
construction project in Air Force 
history.

“Air Base 201 gives Niger and 
the U.S. incredible capability in a 
challenging region of the world,” 
Harrigian said in a statement. 
“This joint-use runway allows 
for a better response to regional 
security requirements and 

provides strategic access and 
flexibility.”

The $110-million airfield is the 
most austere location from which 
the Air Force has attempted to 
operate, the Air Force has said. It 
was finished this summer, after 
delays caused in part by the chal-
lenges of working in a remote 
desert, including sandstorms, 
locust swarms and difficulties in 
transporting supplies to the base 
in central Niger. 

Several militant groups oper-
ate in the region, including the 
Islamic State in West Africa, 
which has emerged as a prior-
ity for U.S. Africa Command in 
the border area between Niger, 
Nigeria and Chad.   

In 2018, Niger’s government 
granted the U.S. authority to 
carry out armed drone flights 
in the country. The approval 
came soon after an October 2017 
ambush in Niger, claimed by 
another Islamic State group, that 
left four U.S. soldiers dead.

Construction on Air Base 201 
is ongoing, with full flying opera-
tions expected to begin later this 
year, the USAFE-AFAFRICA 
spokesman said.

Airmen are expected to do 
short-term assignments to sup-
port the mission when it’s finally 
stood up.  
Stars and Stripes reporter John 
Vandiver contributed to this story.
svan.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter:@stripesktown
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STAFF SGT. DEVIN BOYER/U.S. Air Force

 U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 409th Air Expeditionary Group watch as a C-130J Super Hercules 
taxis in at Nigerien Air Base 201, at Agadez, Niger, on Aug. 3 . The C-130 landing marked the next step 
in airfield evaluations by starting Visual Flight Rules operations at the base.

USAF begins flight operations at Niger post

THOMAS CIESLAK/U.S. Army

 A paratrooper from the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, prepares to launch a Black Hornet personal drone  in 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, in support of a foot patrol.

Army uses mini drones for first time in Afghanistan
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 BY SETH ROBSON

Stars and Stripes

Concerns about Chinese ef-
forts to build influence in the 
South Pacific will likely spur 
more exercises like one involving 
the U.S. Army in Fiji this month, 
according to a regional security 
expert. 

One hundred and fifty troops 
from Company B, 1st Battal-
ion, 27th Infantry Regiment, 
wrapped up two weeks of train-
ing alongside the Republic of Fiji 
Military Forces’ 3rd Infantry 
Regiment on  Aug. 12.

Exercise Cartwheel was the 
first time that such a large force 
of U.S. soldiers had trained 
on the island, said U.S. Army 
Pacific spokesman Maj. Kelly 
Haux.

“This the first time we have 
had a company-sized U.S. Army 
element train with Fijian mili-
tary forces,” he said.

The troops practiced marks-
manship and urban and jungle 
operations during events 
designed to enhance the Fijians’ 
capability and ability to operate 
with U.S. forces, Haux said in a 
telephone interview .

There were also visits to 
primary schools where civil af-
fairs soldiers told the kids about 
hygiene and healthy eating and 
donated class materials, he said.

The training is part of the 

Army’s Pacific Pathways initia-
tive, which involves numerous 
exercises in the region each 
year, according to information 
provided by the Army.

U.S. forces have trained in 
the South Pacific in the past, but 
the engagements are likely to 
increase as America and allies 
such as Australia respond to 
Chinese efforts to build influence 
there, according to Carl Baker, 
executive director of the Pacific 
Forum think tank on Hawaii.

“The Australians have been 
experiencing a great deal of 
angst over what’s happening in 
the South Pacific,” he said.

Chinese influence operations 
in the region, which have includ-
ed donations to politicians and 
financing infrastructure projects 
in small island nations, have 
caught the attention of officials in 
Australia and New Zealand, and 
concerns were raised last year 
that the communists might want 
to establish military bases in the 
South Pacific.

In response, the U.S. and its 
allies have re-engaged with Fiji, 
Baker said.

The nation is led by Prime 
Minister Frank Bainimarama, 
former commander of the Fijian 
military, who came to power in 
2007 after a series of coups.

Fiji is the only South Pacific 
nation of its size with a capable 
military, thanks to its participat-

ing in United Nations peacekeep-
ing missions, Baker said.

Concerns about Chinese influ-
ence will mean more engage-
ments like Exercise Cartwheel, 
he said.

“It’s a way to show U.S. com-
mitment,” he said. 

“You can see it as a potential 
hedge against [the Chinese 
military’s] engagement in the re-
gion. The U.S. can say, ‘We were 

here first, and we are really your 
allies and we will help defend 
your country.’”

New Zealand’s army tweeted 
 that U.S. Marines  joined Kiwi 
troops in Tonga for Exercise 
Tafakula . 

The U.S. Indo-Pacific Com-
mand did not immediately pro-
vide details of the event.

However, Baker said that mili-
tary engagement isn’t a great fit 

with small South Pacific states, 
which don’t have much mili-
tary capability other than coast 
guards.

“The U.S. sends its military 
but clearly what the Pacific 
states really want is social wel-
fare assistance,” he said.

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobson1

 WHITNEY HOUSTON/U.S. Army

 Army Staff Sgt. Clinton Danforth trains with his Fijian army counterparts earlier this month in Savusavu, 
Fiji .  Exercise Cartwheel ended  Aug. 12.

More training in 
S. Pacific likely
Expert: Concerns about China’s moves 
in region likely motivation for US drills

Program to help spouses prep for life after military
 BY CAITLIN M. KENNEY

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon is 
rolling out a new program that provides 
military spouses resources to prepare 
them and their family for the time when 
their husband or wife transitions out of 
the military.

The Military Spouse Transition Pro-
gram, or MySTeP, is an initiative that 
launched in early August through the 
Pentagon’s Military Community and 
Family Policy office and provides military 
spouses information to help prepare them 
for the inevitability of their family leaving 
the military.

While servicemembers go through the 
Transition Assistance Program, or TAP, 
to prepare for their transition, military 
spouses have faced a lack of informa-
tion about the transition, which causes 
a challenge for families, according to 
Eddy Mentzer, the associate director for 
children, youth, and families in Military 
Community and Family Policy office in 
the Defense Department’s office of the un-
dersecretary for personnel and readiness.

“And we recognize very seriously 

that when there’s a family involved, the 
military spouse plays an equal role in the 
entire transition process,” he said.

Pentagon officials realized about three 
years ago that there was an information 
and resources gap for spouses, Mentzer 
said. Though spouses can attend the TAP 
program, they found it was often difficult 
for families to find child care or to take 
time off from their jobs.

The program’s team spoke to military 
spouses who had gone through a transition 
about what they wished they had done as 
a spouse to prepare them for eventually 
transitioning out of the military and what 
resources they wish they had once they 
left, Mentzer said. Some spouses men-
tioned how they wished when they were 
younger that they had developed better 
financial habits such as saving money. 
Mentzer said he also was interested to 
know how important networks were to 
them, for a career and personal support.

“So we want to educate them … that 
there are things they can do right now 
that they can take advantage of,” he said.

The Pentagon developed the MySTeP 
program as a journey, with resources for 
the first day that they became a military 

spouse to the day that their husband or 
wife retires or separates. MySTeP is avail-
able on the Military OneSource website, 
a one-stop for programs and resources 
for military families through the Defense 
Department. 

By having the program available online, 
spouses can access its information when-
ever and wherever they are.

As part of the Spouse Education and Ca-
reer Opportunities program on Military 
OneSource, MySTeP is composed of three 
steps that focus on the different phases of 
being a military spouse: “Stepping In” is 
for new spouses, “Stepping Through” for 
ones who are familiar with military life, 
and “Stepping Beyond” for spouses about 
to transition back to civilian life with their 
husband or wife.

Videos for new spouses in the “Stepping 
In” section include finding employment 
help on the installation, locating financial 
support and assistance, and strengthening 
your social network with family readi-
ness resources. The videos pop up with 
a sidebar consisting of links to resources 
discussed in the video.

For spouses who are familiar with mili-
tary life, the “Stepping Through” section 

is composed mainly of articles on topics 
including relocation, employment, and 
health and wellness.

The MySTeP program website only 
has content now for the first two steps, 
not the last step for spouses transitioning. 
The program’s team wanted to test and 
establish their methodology and way for 
delivering the resources to the spouses, 
Mentzer said,  so they started with “Step-
ping In.” But he said the most valuable 
resources will be the last step for spouses.

During the next 12 to 18 months, they 
will roll out content and develop another 
170 videos for the program, according to 
Mentzer. Most of the marketing push for 
the program will start in September, but 
Mentzer said he is also hoping to have 
word of MySTeP spread in online com-
munities for military spouses because 
it’s “one of the most trusted resources for 
information.”

Mentzer said he hopes the program 
will empower spouses by giving them the 
information and resources they need, and 
then it’s up to the individual to “own it.”
kenney.caitlin@stripes.com
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney
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BY CAITLIN M. KENNEY 
Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Four 
families connected by a single 
tragedy 57 years ago met for 
the first time in Washington to 
petition the government to fix a 
wrong: To finally add to the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial Wall 
the names of 93 soldiers who 
died on a plane headed to Saigon, 
Vietnam. 

On March 16, 1962, Flying 
Tiger Line Flight 739 disap-
peared between Guam and the 
Philippines on its way to the 
South Vietnamese capital. Wit-
nesses on an oil tanker claimed 
they saw the plane explode, but 
no trace of it was ever found, ac-
cording to the Civil Aeronautics 
Board accident report. 

Aboard the flight were 93 
American soldiers, three South
Vietnamese military men and 
11 crewmembers. Their families 
say they were Rangers, and the 
accident report states the Ameri-
can soldiers were “mainly highly 
trained electronics and commu-
nications specialists.”

The war has been over more 
than 40 years, but the soldiers’ 
mission is still a mystery. The 
families have been unable to 
prove that  their loved ones were 
headed to the Vietnam-defined 
combat zone, one of the criteria 
to get a name placed on the wall.

At the time, the Milwaukee 
Sentinel reported that the 93 sol-
diers on the flight were en route 
to Saigon, South Vietnam, to 
“relieve other American soldiers 
who have been helping train 
Vietnamese troops in the fight 
against Viet Cong guerrillas.” 

Even so, there are strict 
requirements before names are 
placed on the memorial. 

According to the nonprofit 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund, Department of Defense 
guidelines require that: a 
servicemember died within the 
defined combat zone of Viet-
nam; died while on a combat or 
combat-support mission to or 
from the defined combat zone of 
Vietnam; or died within 120 days 
from wounds, physical injuries or 
illnesses incurred or diagnosed 
in the defined combat zone.

The families
Some of the families learned 

about the Flying Tiger flight 
— and one another —through 
websites and Facebook pages 
dedicated to the plane and its 
passengers. A day before the 
57th anniversary of the plane’s 
disappearance, several family 
members were meeting each 
other for the first time, in an 

ornate room on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, waiting to speak to 
congressional aides about their 
quest. 

The families represent four 
men on the flight: Spc. 4 Donald 
Sargent, of Maine, Sgt. 1st Class 
Melvin Hatt, of Michigan, Sgt. 
1st Class Raymond Myers, of 
Arizona, and Sgt. John Karibo, 
of Ohio.

The niece of Sargent, Jennifer 
Kirk, of South Portland, Maine, 
came with her  father, Clifton 
Sargent, 56, as well as her son, 
brother and mother.

Growing up, Kirk didn’t know 
what happened to her uncle be-
cause her grandmother, until her 
death, believed that he was com-
ing home. No one was allowed to 
open or even touch his trunk.

“Fifty years later, I was able to 
get my dad and his sister to open 
the trunk to see if there were any 
papers, any note stating what 
their mission was, because we 
had nothing,” she said. 

Kirk’s brother, named Don-
ald after his uncle, contacted 
the office of Sen. Susan Collins , 
R-Maine, and was able to get his 
uncle’s military records.  The 
family was able to learn about 
his military service but not about 
his last mission. Jennifer Kirk 
hoped by meeting with the other 
families, they could learn more 
about what happened to her 
uncle. 

“It wasn’t right on how it was 
all presented, and how they were 
on this secret mission, and not 
being put on that wall because 
they went and they did what that 
mission was supposed to be,” she 
said.

“It’s not the soldier’s fault that 
the plane disappeared. Don’t 
even know why it blew up.”

She said she brought her 
family, especially her son, to 
Washington so they could fight 
together and keep the men’s lega-
cies alive. She doesn’t want her 
uncle to be forgotten.  

“The generation that we’re at 
now with my dad, they’re going 
to stop saying the name. We can’t 
stop saying their name,” she said. 
She believes in keeping their 
memory alive, “so they don’t die 

twice.”
A name marks someone’s life 

— as the first thing they are 
given when they are born and 
the last reminder of their legacy 
when it’s etched into a headstone. 
The Vietnam Wall lists the dead 

and missing without rank, high-
lighting their names.

 The Flying Tiger families from 
across the country  were  united 
by a passion to make sure their 
lost soldiers would be remem-
bered forever. 

On Capitol Hill
Behind closed doors, the 

families told their stories to aides 
from several Senate offices. The 
daughter of Sgt. 1st Class Melvin 
Hatt, Donna Ellis Cornell, 62, 
brought folders bulging with 
documents for each senator on 
the Armed Services Committee, 
detailing what the families know.

She was the main force behind 
the meeting, petitioning senators 
for the second year in a row to 
have a full committee hearing to

SEE PAGE 6

Remember
their names
Families fighting to have legacies of 93 dead 
servicemembers preserved on Vietnam Wall

PHOTOS BY CAITLIN M. KENNEY/Stars and Stripes

Visitors to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall are reflected in the wall’s stone  this spring in 
Washington.

VETERANS

 Kimberly Steinman-Elmquist points to names on the wall as Clifton Sargent looks on.

‘ The generation that we’re at now with my dad, they’re going to 
stop saying the name. We can’t stop saying their name … so they 
don’t die twice. . ’

Jennifer Kirk
Spc. 4 Donald Sargent’s niece

For photos and a video of the 
families’ visit, go to:
www.stripes.com/go/flyingtiger
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tell their stories directly to the 
senators.

She also suggested that if the 
Defense Department was unwill-
ing to change the criteria for 
the wall, Congress could pass a 
law, signed by the president, to 
exempt the Flying Tiger soldiers.

The decision to add a name is 
left to the DOD, not the Memo-
rial Fund that oversees the wall. 

According to Jennifer Kirk, 
it was not until the senate aides 
heard the stories firsthand that 
they began to understand what 
was at stake. “Like, ‘I understand 
why you guys are fighting this 
fight,’ ” she said.

Their reactions, she said, gave 
her “a little glimmer of hope.”

She would like to see some-
thing change while her father is 
alive so he knows that it hap-
pened: “Couldn’t do that for my 
grandmother; hopefully, for my 
dad,” she said. 

Her father said, “If this doesn’t 
happen, we’re all going to be 
feeling that we’ve been betrayed 
by our government.” 

One of the Senate aides at the 
meeting was from the office of 
Sen. Gary Peters, D-Mich., the 
home state of Ellis Cornell. 

“During the Vietnam War, 
our brave men and women were 
deployed thousands of miles 
from home in their service. The 
families of those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice have en-
dured unimaginable pain and 
heartbreak,” Peters said in a 
statement to Stars and Stripes. 
“Unfortunately for the families 
of those aboard Flying Tigers 
Line Flight 739/14, it is a pain 
that has not been properly recog-
nized for too long. 

“I will continue to work with 
these families and look for ways 
we can honor the servicemem-
bers killed in the Flying Tigers 
crash,” he said.

The Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial on the National Mall cuts 
into the Earth, its black stone 
walls engraved with more than 
58,000 names. 

As the Flying Tigers families 
entered the memorial, Kim-
berly Steinman-Elmquist, 57, 
pointed out a panel where there 
was “plenty of room” to put the 
names of their loved ones. 

She is the daughter of Sgt. 
John Karibo, who died when she 
was only 20 months old. She was 
told by her mother that he had 
been trained in biological, chemi-
cal and radiological warfare.

This was 63-year-old Tommy 
Myers’ first visit to the memo-
rial, something he said he has 
wanted to do for most of his life. 
He is the son of Sgt. 1st Class 

Raymond Myers and was told 
that his father was a supply ser-
geant in the Army. 

He later discovered that his 
father could speak five lan-
guages and had been stationed at 
Fort Huachuca, Ariz., a military 
electronics and communications 
equipment testing site going back 
to the mid-1950s. It is now home 
to the U.S. Army Intelligence 
Center of Excellence.

The experience of seeing the 
memorial “hurts and it helps,” 
Myers said. “Now that I’m here, 
there’s only one thing missing, 
it’s the names of those 93 Rang-
ers,” he said.

The group took a family 
portrait before the Wall, and as 
Steinman-Elmquist was saying 
that the Rangers and crew were 
looking down on them, the sun 
came out from behind the clouds.

“They’re all here,” she said.  

Reading the names
The group walked a short way 

to the Vietnam Women’s Memo-
rial before sitting on a nearby 
bench. Surrounded by the other 
family members, Ellis Cornell 
read the names of the soldiers 
and crew of Flying Tiger Line 
Flight 739.

“May they rest in peace,” she 
said after reading the final name.  

“And get on the wall,” Robert 
Rogers added.  The Vietnam vet-
eran joined the families on their 
visit to Washington, bringing 93 
personalized dog tags with him 
from California.

At Arlington National Cem-
etery there are headstones in 
memory of eight of the men who 
were on the flight, Ellis Cornell 
said. One of them was for her 
father,  Melvin Lewis Hatt. She 
found out the night before her 
visit that it had been placed by 
her grandmother.

“It’s pretty overwhelming,” 
she said of seeing the headstone 
for the first time.

Having family members of 
those who served with her father 
alongside her at the cemetery 
was also overwhelming, she said. 

“We’ve been up until now 
connecting online and so on. And 
in a short amount of time, we’ve 
become family,” Ellis Cornell 
said.

Rogers placed a penny on top 
of each headstone, signifying 
that someone had visited, and 
then saluted. 

On June 18,  lawmaker Peters 
submitted a bill to Congress 
titled “Flying Tiger Flight 739 
Act” that — if it becomes law 
— would allow the names of the 
93 soldiers to be added to the 
wall. 
kenney.caitlin@stripes.com
@caitlinmkenney

PHOTOS BY CAITLIN M. KENNEY/Stars and Stripes

A portrait of Spc. 4 Donald Sargent, brother of Clifton Sargent,  leans against the Vietnam Veteran 
Memorial in Washington on March 16 .

Donna Ellis 
Cornell, 
daughter of 
Sgt. 1st Class 
Melvin Hatt, 
kneels before 
a headstone 
in Arlington 
National 
Cemetery in 
Virginia that 
was placed 
in memory of 
her father, as 
Tommy Myers 
 walks nearby.

VETERANS
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