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Write a messagé to your
raduate in this space.
You can write up toa

yum of 20 words.

sender's name

maxi

Congratulate
a 2020 grad!

Our annual Grad Tab highlighting
Pacific DODEA high schools and their
graduating classes will appear in the
May 25 edition of Stripes Guam.

For just $25, customize your own
message that will appear in this
keepsake edition.

What you need:

A photo of the graduate

« Graduate’s first name

« Your name, as you want it to appearin
print (e.g. “Suzy & Steve” or “Mom & Dad”)

« A congratulatory message of no
more than 20 words

o The graduate’s high school

Send info by May 11, 5 p.m. to
PacificGrad@stripes.com

and a Stripes representative will
follow-up with you right away.
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Plaza de Espaiia , Hagatfia. Photo courtesy of Guam Visitors Bureau

FINDINGA JOB
ON GUAM
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!  his time of year, hlgh school seniors !
. ~open their mailboxes very carefully.

M111tary-fr1endly colleges help tame beasts

The Meat and
Potatoes ot Life

Be it an email inbox .or a curbside
postbox, they cock their heads back as‘if pro--
tecting their faces from flying shrapnel. With
one eye shut and trembling hands, they open
new mail, fearing they’ll be maimed.

What, pray tell, is this vicious beast from
which seniors flinch? College decision let-
ters, of course.

Even though college admissions teams try to hide messages among
flowery phraseology (e.g., “Most Esteemed Applicant: After convening
a council of considerable gravitas, we have completed our annual ritual
of deliberation. Your application soared as a radiant comet across our
universe. However, the constellations of capacity and circumstance have
aligned in such a way that we are unable to extend to you a place within
our academic dominion at this time.”), college rejection letters puncture
vital organs like shotgun blasts, leaving recipients mortally wounded.

On the other hand, college acceptance letters mimic instant shots of
adrenaline, causing recipients to jump, dance, giggle, pant and faint with
happiness before they’ve had a chance to notice the massive tuition bills.

All high school seniors applying to colleges are subject to these emo-
tional extremes; however, for many military brats and their parents,
there’s an additional beast lurking beyond those college acceptances —
finances.

Unless you’ve won the lottery, you’re worried about paying for col-
lege. Additionally, you’re concerned about military issues affecting your
college finances such as proving residency, qualifying for discounts and
aid and tapping into federal benefits.

To fund our three children at private colleges, one might think my
husband and I worked night shifts at 7-Eleven and moved into a card-
board box under an overpass to get by. Not so. Instead, our family used
a combination of my Navy husband’s military-related benefits, school
financial aid, scholarship grants, private loans and federal student loan
funding. We applied for everything under the sun, including our base
Spouses Club scholarships, Military Officers Association of America
student loans and grants, DECA-Fisher House scholarships and local
Rotary Club scholarships.

It’s a lot for the typical busy military family to manage, but with pa-
tience, prompt filing, hard work and good record keeping, it’s entirely

Lisa Smith Molinari

doable espec1ally 1f the colleges you are
considering are suppottive to military veter-
ans and their,dependents who wish to enroll.
These schools are referred to as: being
“veteran friendly” or “military" fnendly,” but
both terms refer to colleges and universities
that put extra resources in place to help mili-
tary veterans and other military-connected
students. Our three children went to colleges
that were very military friendly, and we found this extremely helpful

- when seeking assistance with paying tuition bills using several sources

of funding. Both schools had special military offices on campus, where
staff were dedicated to handling GI Bill and Yellow Ribbon benefits as
well as other aid, loans and scholarships for military-connected students.

MilitaryTimes.com publishes an annual “Best for Vets” list of col-
leges, using survey data analyzing military student success metrics, the
range of military-specific resources, the level of financial assistance of-
fered to military students, and other factors. The list contains 357 U.S.
colleges, each with specific information about military programs, statis-
tics and services.

MilitaryFriendly.com maintains an extensive list of post-secondary
schools rated for military friendliness. Military students can search the
list using criteria such as “G.LBill approved,” “Yellow Ribbon Partici-
pant,” “Campus Learning,” “Online/Remote Learning,” and military-
friendly awards.

Even Ivy League schools have tried to become military friendly. For
example, Brown University banished ROTC from its campus during
Vietnam War protests, and didn’t invite it back until 2016, establishing
the “Office of Military Affiliated Students” and offering veteran scholar-
ship funding.

However, the Ivies’ efforts may have come too late. On February 27,
War Secretary Pete Hegseth ordered a ban on Pentagon-funded military
students from attending many top-ranked schools beginning 2026-2027,
including Brown, Harvard, MIT, Princeton, Columbia, and Yale due to
“anti-American resentment and military disdain.”

This college decision season, you may approach your mailbox with
caution, but as long as you focus on military-friendly colleges, you’ll
have reinforcements to slay the beast.

Read more of Lisa Smith Molinari’s columns at: themeatandpotatoesoflife.com
and in Lisa’s book, The Meat and Potatoes of Life: My True Lit Com
Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@gmail.com
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Internet Premium

250Mbps Download ¥
10Mbps Upload ¢

$ .
1 O O/mo Reg. $110/mo.
. Includes 1 SuperPod AC

Guam’s
Fastest
Home
Internet.

@ Visit docomopacific.com/shop/internet/fiber to
see if your area is Fiber ready.

Fiber 2-5 GIG Reg. $245/mo.

2.5 GIG Download ¥
2.5 GIG Upload t

) $1 1 O/mo* for 24 months

671-688-CARE | docomopacific.com

*All offers are available for active-duty service members and veterans residing in serviceable
locations. 12-month contract is required for Internet plans. 24-month Internet contract is required
for Fiber Internet. To receive 5Gig symmetrical speeds, a CAT6 wired connection is required.
DOCOMO PACIFIC reserves the right to change promotional details and duration at any time.
Additional installation fees and conditions may apply. While supplies last.

FIBER

INTERNET

Internet Extreme

500Mbps Download ¥
10Mbps Upload ¢

$ .

1 2 O/mo Reg. $135/mo.
Includes
2 SuperPod ACs

Fiber 1 Gig e si7s/mo

1 Gig Download ¥
1 Gig Upload %

$ 7 O/m O* for 24 months

Fiber 5 GIG Reg. $315/mo.

5 GIG Download +
5 GIG Upload ¢t

$1 99/m0* for 24 mont‘;s Za

2 SuperPod 6Es
included with any
Fiber plan.

docomo pacific
Betfer Together
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For a limited time, Everyone gets $400 OFF
Samsung Galaxy S26 Ultra with a LIVE Unlimited plan.

E E Available to new and existing customers. Call us at Visit us at
t Terms and Conditions Apply. While supplies 671-644-4482 v www.gta.net g ta

E 4 last. Visit gta.net for more details.

We start with you
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I Am A Military Child
By Avacyn Satfel
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Check oui more
military chlldren
stories at
guam.stripes.com
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UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND
// GLOBAL CAMPUS in Asia

University of Maryland Global Campus in Asia

COMMENCEMENT

Master of Business
Administration

Richardboy Lirio Alonzo

Erwin Jerome Z. Angeles +

Jerome Vincent Nicholas Oliva
Asuncion

Troy Batts-Reyes +

Brandon Lee Baxter

Carlos Becker

Justin Billingsley

Scot Allen Birkley +

Nathaniel CantuJr.

Brian Oliver Carter

Erik Armando Chairez

Chih-Hsin Chen

Joseph Andrew Bolano de La Cruz +

Annaliza M. Delacruz
Walter Joseph Fahnestock Jr.
Jinsy Lirio Fassoth

Todd Michael Fedele Il +
Linda Gallucci

Amber Grace

Taedong Ha

Alexander Hammett
Marc Eric Hernandez
Christina Hesterman
Grey Hodson

Shamar Lee Hope
Lawrence Charles Kamal Johnson
Steven Kay

Justin Lamar Kerns
KiHong Kim

Skye Lebreton

NgaLe +

Chere Taynae Lee +
Danielle Legrand

Jill Velasquez Limjoco +
Jonathan Lindstrom
Dayla Moghimi Azari +
Nathan B. Newberry
Rose Nerlie Oceant
Amber Ann Padilla

Sierra A. Parzyck
Benjamin Isaac Pittenger
Thomas Ray Regan +
Karen Leon Santiago
Andrae Nathan Servida Sarao
Reden Bernard Sese

Jun Shimada +

Tyler Christopher Stampes
Gian Carlo Sunga

Vincent Toth

Roy Daniel Vanek

Taylor Watkins

Ashlie Westover

Tomika Giovanna White +
Mark Christopher Witten
Blia Genuw Yang

Master of Science

Kimberly Ackers

Artur Bernatowski +

Kailani M. Briales +

Christopher James Burns

Katherine Mary Campbell

Raymond Chavez +

Man Wai Chu

Tisha Flores

Carlos Funezsanchez +

Karen Garcia +

Kyle Gill

Cordy F. Herring IIl

Diana Hinkle

Jennifer Hope

Joshua Mcleod +

Shima Noga +

Jay Perez

Michael Perez +

Juan Ricardo Ramirez
Williams +

Jeffrey Brian Robinson +

Mary Alice Smoot +

Xarria Tealer

Cheryl Walker

Gardner Mckay Williams

Bachelor of Arts

William B. Baranoski
Michael J. Berkley

Gavin Bingman 4
Brandon Eugene Bledsoe 4
Kenneth M. Briones
Justin Brown

Jannice Carrasco ®

Ryan Thomas Carter
Abigail Collum

D'Andra Meshala Credit
Anika Daugirda ®
Timothy Dischinat 4
Ryan Douglas Elkins
Alexander Dante Entzminger
Mario Fail &

Haley Freeman .4
Shalacious Gamble 4
Steven V. Griffis Jr.

Sara Hewitt 4

David Hinojosa Jr.
Kenisha Hunter

Rodney Keith Johnson
Seth A. Jones

Skylar Mya Kamenski ..
Amy Kathryn Karpan g
Mallory Paige Kelley
Jiyon Kim &

Kanon Kobayashi ®
Yolimar Enid Lara

Andre Jerome Mcclendon
Kaitlyn Mintz

lan Morris

Brooklyn Murdaugh @
Meredith Newton
Gregory Paik o

Chase Wilnard Keonta’ Porter
Adrian Powell

Amir Randle

Salomon Rodriguez-Constanza ®
David Rothgery ®

Ayako Sakamoto

Devin Harold Saunders 4
Hana Sloss ®

Vichien Sornchan

Ronald Bernard Spencer
Taylon Shivon Stokes
Yukiko Takahashi 4.
Yvonne Jacqueline Taylor 4
Tiffany R. Test 4

Harjot Kaur Torres

Justin Ezekiel Torrez
Aletheia Tsuchiya

Emma Clair Turner

Jason Williams

Sanae Yoshida

Bachelor of Science

Abdelrahman M. Abdelsalam ®
Roldan Almero Ablaza 4
Andre Adams ®

Joseph F. Aglubat

Alyssa Aguon

Naheemat A. Ajibola

Keji Akinadarijo

Alexander Alamo Gonzalez
Kaye Irish Egalla Alcantara ..
Zakkary Connor Allison 4
Mohammad Al-Omari 4
Jennifer Amaro 4

Angel Daniel Amaya o
Isaima Amaya

Omawalli Andrew Ambrose
Isabell Amiri-Thomas 4
Robert Anderson 4

Luis Eduardo Angulo
Guerschom Annius

Craig Jermaine Antwine
Kevin J. Aponte Resto

Mark Applewhite

Ariel Alexander Arata Serrano ®
Coralys Mariel Arce Lopez
Milan Arsenov ®

Bronwyn Atzenhofer-Hinson
Sergey Aucoin 4

Karsten Steven Aurella

Scott Gregory Bailey

Abigail Lauren Balser
Gwenael Frederic Bancroft 4
Roanne Hazel Jose Banks ®
Estevan Barajas »

Ashley Barber

Jennifer Renae Salas Barcinas
Vincent Barnes

William Juan Barrett
Juergen Frank Barters

Brian Baskerville Jr. 4

Carl Warren Bates

Elizabeth Laren Batts-Reyes
David William Bean 4

Jason Henry Bean

James Allen Beasley ®

Linda Leanne Beaulieu ®
Benjamin Becker 4

LarraJen Salamat Belmonte

Andrew Anthony Camacho Benavente

Charles Bennett

Xin Berrios

Cami Bigbee .4

Aaron John Bill

Jonathan Bingham

Jordan James Blackmon 4

Kevin Bland

Jacob Brian Blythe

Livila Nerisha Maria Boggs

Ryan Charles Agarie Bolles

Damion Nasir Bonaparte

Caleb L. Bonner ®

Mariah Monet Borja

James Benjamin Borrego

Royah Niroomand Bowersox ®

Chaunne M. Boyd

Tomiko Green Braginton-Smith

Amanda Breen

Hana Breines

Hannah Brettelle

Brandon Brislane .4

Lekane Dayna-Leigh Brown

Dora Brozanski 4

Daniel Scott Buckley

Rashid A. Bundu

Elese Marie McNamee Burgess

Lilly Elizabeth Burgoyne &

Jazmyn G. Burke

Byona Byaruhanga

Lexus Chase Byers ®

Alvyn Cabonce

Jennifer Lavette Dangerfield
Calliste

Kevin Jose Calo Robles

Jacob Camdenniemyjski

Dominik Camooso o

Keanu M. Canady

Alisha Rachelle Candoleta

Samantha Cardenas ®

Alyssa Natsumi Careaga ®

Cassandra Carey 4

Johnathan Carr

Michael Andrew Carr Il

Jonathan Ray Lugo Carrell

Aku Felicite D. Carter

Diamond A. Carter

Sherraye Carter .4

Kadiya Ceasar ®

Kiofy Weia Ceasar

Isaac Kyuwon Chang

Isacc Chaves

David Chavez

Ying Chen

Salim Chili

Jacob Rene Cho

Janiah Marie Clark

Tarmesha Seanette Clark

Terry Clayton

Airu Cleckley

Kaiheen Coachman

Kelvin Collier 4

Mykel Juree Collins

Tevonte French Ail Copeland

Carolina Cora

Jim Paul Carino Cortez

Juan Carlos Costa

Patrick S. A. Cotto Jr.

Richard Beau Crawford

Abigayle Creagan 4

Jerrard Cameron Cropps

Nathan Cruson g

Micaela M. Cruz

Nicole Dagmar Cruz

Samantha Leigh Keathley Cruz

Stevenjoseph B. Cruz

Matthew Antonio Cuevas 4

Richard Curran

Warwick Curry

Zavier Antonio Rutter Damian 4

Brianna Barche Davis

Terrence Alfred Daye

Asia De Guzman

Christian Bert De Guzman

Keno B. Deale ®

Alvic Y. Dedios

Daniel Kanzaki Dejesa

Jose Manuel DeJesus Jr.

Ardrell Artique Dennis Jr. ®

Austin Joe Dennis

Nasia Denae Devore ®

Sheldon Godfrey Dias

Mvondo Didier

Johnovin Jay Sablan Diego

Nina Marie Inciong Diego ®

Tyler Dixson @

Jiheon Do

John P. Do

Chung Doan 4

Legend Hunter Dodd

Luis M. Dominguez Guzman

Francisco Duarte

Monterell T. Dudley ®

Benjamin Dux

Ryan Dyson

Bivakumana Edmund

Shelby Lynnee Edmundson 4

Randy C. Edwards

Claudio Andres Enciso

Mirella Esparza

Abigail Espinoza

Ronald Estes

Elaine S. Esteves

Marvin Lee Etienne 4.

Anthony Evans 4

Arlis Evans

Ashley Michelle Evans

Johnmark Chukwuebuka Eze

Christopher M. Ezeff

Michael Daniel Faas 4.

Brien Crisologo Famorcan

Christopher Fannin ®

William T. Fannin

Christopher Faulkner

Leencey M. Faustin

Ryan Fea

Alexie Fisak 4.

Jack Junior Flemming 4

Kaitlin Yuzuki Flynn ®

Jesus David Forcado

Tavarus Wyatt Franklin ®

Jesse Christopher Franquez

Logan Christopher Fraser

Jeffrie Alexander Frazier

Tom Thanh Frazier

Donald Henry Freel

Khogali M. Freeny

Randy Noval Frejoles Il

Brenden French

Darrien LeVaughn Gadson

Gregory Gagnon @

Christopher Thomas Gale

William John Gallagher |11

Martin Galvan Jr.

Moira Galvez 4

Lilliana Marie Gant

Hunter Ganung

Jose Fernando Garcia

Kenshiro Gaston

Emmanuelle Gatbonton

Laura Gauna g

Jared Michael Goldis

Justin Gomez

Adrian San Gil Gonzales ..

Ariana Marissa Gonzalez ®

Ean James Goodwin

Zsawy T'najeeara Kykora Gordon

Glen A. Gramkow ®

Larry D. Grant

Alexander Green

Saki Green

Sergio Griffin

Abigail Gross ®

Kevin Han

Maria Asuka Hardbarger

Danny Latrail Harris Jr. ®

Keenen Lowell Harris

Dillon Wayne Harvey

Allissa Haseley 4.

Amanda Hawkins

Kharise Lillie Hayes

Alyssa Heffelfinger

Venus Sanaa Elizabeth Hill

Mia Vivica Hingtgen ®

Michael Hinkle 4.

Thomas Hokama-Fleming

Brian P. Hollan

Sabin Hong

Rachel Hope

Mitsuaki Horikawa

Richard Bull Hubbard Jr.

David Charles Huddleston 11l

Odalys Crystal Huerta

Ricardo Huerta &

Gabriel Hutchins 4

Kevin Huynh Tran ®

Makiko Ikeda ®

Joel Illastron 4

Jacob D. Imlay

Zameer Ingram

Kazuki lo

Chase Isham

Arturo Fernandez Jackson Il

Brandin Jackson

Jaiylah Bethany A'Shanti Jackson

Kevin Louis Jackson ®

Robert Deion Jackson

Tyrique Jackson

David De Jesus Jaime-Ruiz o

Emily James

Nicholas Edward Jangula

Jesse P. Jasper

Michelle Sison Jeanneret

Christopher A. Jeffers

Dyllin Johnson ®

William Robert Johnson

Derrick Spencer Johnstone

Angela Corethia Jones

Stephanie Jones

Zachary Tyler Jones

Sierra Jordan

Kimberly Ann Jorgensen

Sung Jin Kang 4.

Jano Karamousayan ..

Shuichi Kato 4

John Patrick Kelley

Caleb Michael Kersey

Jessyca Khianthalat

Elisei Khmelev 4

Alec Daniel Kidman

Jayme Lynn Killoren

Taehoon Kim

Michael Anthony King

Robert Anthony King

Rachel Kinsella

Francesca Frejas Kirk

Tomomi Kitano &

Austin Kleinfeld

Donna Crystal Klunder ®

Brady Marvin Knowles

Megumi Koga ®

Diskorn Kongkaew ®

Dustin James Krings o

Donovan Kroeplin

Arwen Icevern Labit

Dianna Larimer g

Adrian Michael Lassiter

Terry Gene Lebermann I

Norris Kai Lederer

Jaquashia Artera Lee 4

Jennifer Lee 4

Sangun Lee 4

YoonJin Lee 4

Akarawin Leelauva 4

Katherin Rachell Lemus

Elexis Lenson

Matthew Lheureux ®

Dana Ann Lindquist

Eddie Lipscomb Ill ®

Wanshan Liu ®

Clayton D. Lochman

David Armani Lopez

Wendy Lucio

Michael Shey Luck

Paul Luna

Ronald Joseph Lyle ®

Hopeton Mair 4

Jillian Lefaye Malley

Tiffany Maneval

Floicia Delos Reyes Manibusan

Jared Thomas Manibusan

Cristina Aparicia Julia Miranda
Marshall-Payano 4

Masa W. Martin

Derrek Martinez

Anita Masih 4.

Heba A. Matar .4

Quentin Matthews 4.

John P. Mccord

Cherlissa Mcintire

Charles Mckinney

Craig McLeish

Ronald Mcleod

Christian Lee Mendez Guzman ®

John C. Menzies

Isabell Merrill

Savannah Mesimer ®

Dane Lee Meyer 4

Kevin Meyers ®

Jacob Anthony Micallef .4

William Ray Middleton Il

Edmund W. Mims

Paul Mitchell

Ryan Anthony Mitchell

Markese A. Mock

Genoa Tamara Zyrae Mojica

Jesse James Mommaerts

John Emir Dirilo Montano 4

Ogechukwu Monye

Germaine Moore

Jeffrey A. Moore Sr.

Dustin Raymond Moreland

Alex K. Moreno

David Gamaliel Moreno
Andino g

Kayla A. Morgan

Kyalo Antoine Moriniere

D’'morea Mosley

Skyler Neal Moss @

Hanson Moua

Brian Moynihan

Abdullahi Muhammad ®

Brenden Augustus Mullins

Kenneth Murray

Mizuho Mushiake

Alyana Lizette . Nacu 4

Sean NakanoMcLain 4

Andrea Neverdusky

Bryan Christopher Issac
Newton 4

Tammy Nguyen

Ernesto A. Noceda Il

Jadah Noll 4.

Shelby Nicole Nunnalley .

Geonard Leonylle Ocampo

Willem Z. Oira

Gianni Han Kekeikihemolele
Okamura

James Michael Limo Opena

Kimberly Orelien

Jessica M. Orellana Escobar

Eduardo Orozco

Antonio Ortega

Jesus Angel Ortega Arellano

Kristine Ortiz

Kyla M. Ortiz

lan Joseph O'Toole

Chase Donovan Owen 4.

® Cum Laude

e Magna Cum Laude

Irene Yoshiko Tsuruta Owen
Purity Uwamose Owie
Julien Paglinawan ®

James Radano Papperman
Chahaya Parahitta

Renato Efren Paredes Jr.
Robert Spencer Parker Jr.
Stephen ). Parzyck
Andre J. Patterson

Bre Patterson 4

Julio Cesar Payano Jr.

Kyle L. Payne

Marianne Demetria Pearce ®
Alicia Shanelle Penn ®
William James Penn 4
Ariyan Riku Perdue
Angelica Perez

Kristy | Hua Perreira

Brian Perry

Sage Alexander Petersen
Dylan Pfohman

Sarah C. Phillips

Jalen Marquice Pickens
Jeffrey D. Pigza 4
Damonte Trevon Pitts
Abigail Poole

Thomas Joseph Probulis
Maxwell Alexander Proulx ®
Jason M. Quade

Marco Antonio Quintero 4
Elwin Paulus Quitano
Janeson Paulus Quitano
James Joseph RaganJr. ®
Sauveur Xavier Ralph 4
Lahjahniek Ramdene
Edwin Ramirez

Jade Ramirez

Mandy Ramirez 4
Autervious Randle

Dimo Tihomirov Rashev 4.
Kiana Raymonville
Brandon C. Reagin ®
Sheyanne Reese 4

Ryan C. Reid

Marcin Rejment
Johnathon D. Repking &
Anthony William David Revak 4
Edward J. M. Reyes

Roger Maniego Reyes Jr. 4
John Reynado

Reyna Martinez 4

Michael RicciJr.

Donald Avery Rich Jr
Joanna C. Richards

April H. Richardson
Christopher James Richter 4
Bailey Rigle 4

Danton Shane Robinson
Shaira Mae Roces ®

Daniel Rocks 4.

Robin J. Rodrigues

Andres Eduardo Rodriguez
Dewayne Rodriguez

Diego Ney Hiroto Rodriguez
Rasida Rogers

Zachary Walton Rogers
Stephanie Lynn Rojas
Mauricio A. Roman

Shaine Romero

Jazmin Alexandra Romero Martinez .4

Analiza Elgarico Roque ®
Daisy Dianne Pabroa Roque ..
Lacresha Rose

Stephanie Jean Rosillo
Amber Rota

Jerod Rumney 4

Shawn G. Runné

Aris K. Rush

Kai'l Rush

Criszane C. Sablan
Guillermo Gerard Sablan ®
Abdul Sadat

Kanta Saeki o

Elmalik W. Salaam

Carlos Alejandro Salinas Oceguera

Jay Dione Cruz Sales

Tyler Adam Salmons 4.

Justin Michael Sambor

Lianne Rae Romero Sangalang

Alexander Santos

Kyle Christopher Santos

Miko Reynauld Berroya Santos

Shainne Marie Gervacio
Santos g

Daouda Savadogo o

Corey Allen Scanlon

Steven William Sceranka IIl

Ethan Cody Schaal

Nicholas Arthur Lee Schafer ®

Justice Schneck

Aaron Robert Michael Schram ®

Jacob Schroepfer .4

Joseph Michael Scoville ®

Robert Scott Scuba Il 4

Trent Sentell

Emmanuel Serote 4

Micheal Shanahan

Ravi Shankar ®

Joshua Shepard

Stephanie Karina Shepherd ®

Stanton Richard Shull 4

Hansol Sim ..

Sarah Lynnette Simonds 4.

Kimyata Simpson

Madison Emery Sinclair

Clayton Singletary

Jonathan Slack

Jason Franklyn Small 4.

Justin Gerald Smallwood &

Kyle P. Smith

Elizabeth Ryan Snell 4

Tiffany Victoria Solache

Taylor Nachelle Solomon

Dea]).Song ®

Mario Eliseo Sorto 4

Jonathon Sosa ®

Oscar Mauricio Soto .4

Daiana Sousa Withrow

Donna Marie Spaddy

Zachary Sparkman

Jessie Speller Jr.

Wyatt Spiegel

Takara St. Laurent

Amos Andrew Stowbridge Ill ®

Theresa Lee Strong

Zachary T. Strouse

Yaoru Su

John Robert Suggs Jr.

Danielle Sugrue

Robert Swalve

Natalie Swanigan 4

Nysa Sea Marie Swanson

Rebecca Syverson 4

Kathlyn Rose Jose Tagama ®

Saki Takaesu 4

Kevin Talamayan @

Kristofer L. Talbott

Marquise Dewan Taylor

Nohemi Taylor

Cindy Thao Thai

Kong Thao

Charles Thomas ®

Christopher Jeron Thomas

Jacob Maximilian Thomas

Nereida Thompson

Aleesia Nicole Thweatt 4

Karl Lynn Todd Jr. &

Alexander Tomanelli

Alexandria Nichole Tomasini

Pauline Antoinette Torio-Dantes

Eduardo Manuel Torres

Selena Renae Torres

Michael Antony Matthew
Toups]Jr.

Lakeima T. Toussaint Williams

Joseph L. Towle 4

Hien Gia Tran

Minh An Tran

Danny Tse

Toru Tsuji

James Tyree-Williams

Asadbek Ruslanovich Urunov

Joseph Richard Vachon

Deisy Valenciano Valdivia

Olivier Valmond

Breyona Raquel Vample ..
Heather Marie Vancamp ®
Mario L. Vega »

Felix Jorge Velazquez

Floralyn Leon Guerrero Villagomez ®

Keoki Vonderheide
Preston James Wade
Travis Paul Wagner @

Kyle Lawrence Wagoner
Joel Micah Walker ®
Joshua Michael Walker
Kassandra J. Walker ®
Emmett Gregroy Walther
David Wayne Walton Jr.
Lisa Warren

Natasha Inez Warren ®
Bino Webb 4

Daniel Patrick Webb

Eric Wei

Andrew Michael Weingartner Il
Morgan Weir 4.

Hailey Wells

Matthew Werneke ®
Christopher R. Wesley
Dylan White ®

Gary M. White

Zachary Whitehorn
Glasco Demostenes Whittaker
Alexus Wiley

Jordan Wilhite ®

Kaili Vaughn Wilkins ..
Brian Daniel Williams
Brittanie Nichele Williams
Evan Williams

Kameron Jontrell Williams
Michael Lynn Williams
Matthew David Wilson 4
Zion Ezekiel Wilson

Sierra Windland 4
Marshal Cody Winn ®
Hannah Wittla

Ashleigh Woo 4.

Jack Yeung

Jamal Young 4

Terrance Troy Young
Alain-Loic Zang Mbili
Thaddeus Martin Zedalis
Zane Zeitler

Charles Bryant Zimmerman Jr.

Associate of Arts

Justine Conrad Absalon
Tyler Acord

Bryan Acosta

Delia Acosta

Andre Adams

Nicholas Adams

Ifeoluwa Precious Adekunle
Jose Angel Aguirre
Naheemat A. Ajibola
Jennifer Albarran

Vincent Alcantar

Mark Clester D. Alcantara
Ashley Alegria

Ishaan Ali Khan

Davina Nicole Allen-Gomez
David Allison

Mohammad Al-Omari
Roberto Alonso

Kenya Alston

Gilmary Alvarez Concepcion
Angel Daniel Amaya

Isabell Amiri-Thomas
Aaron Anderson

Gabriel Lacerda Andrade
Cody Scot Andrews

Mark Applewhite

Amarion Jesse Aranda-Stambaugh

Ariel Alexander Arata Serrano
Kristian Jovanny Araujo

Milan Arsenov

Adriano N. Arteaga

Cory Shane Ashley Jr.

Jeremy A. Babbs

Nicholas Patrick Bailey

Scott Gregory Bailey

Ashley Barber

Kalanie Christelyn Bamba Barcinas

Clinton Thomas Barlow
William Juan Barrett

Joe Alexander Bazan
Charles Robert Beckerman
Emily Bedell

Jacob T. Bedwell

Joaquin Leon Guerrero Benavente Jr.
Lydee Rose Pangelinan Benavente

Aaron Scott Bennett
Michael Lane Bethear.
Jonathan Bingham

Kurtis Bishop

Kaiden Bittinger

Chad Blakemore

Jillian Marie Block
Preston D. Boasythong
Nephar Boisrond

Kelvin Bolton Il

Jimmy Bonner

Ayisha Braimah

Brendan Branson

Ronald Bravo

Aaron James Brennan
Breanna Elysium Bridgwater
Alejandro Briones

Justin Malin Brown Jr.
Nigel Dontae Brown
Jonathan Alexander Bryant
Christopher Bucknor
Sophia Haillie Bumps
Xavier Dominique Burnette
Richard Burns

Amber Renee Butler

Eric Devon Butler
Justice Sevione Bynoe
Daniel David Caba

Luis Antonio Caballero
Isaias Cadena

Kobe Cagle

Scarleth Y. Calixrodriguez
Jazmin Calliste

Kamu M. Calliste

Randall Calloway

Rui Cameron

Dominik Camooso
Meaghan D. Cannon
Bentura Carbajal
Chelsea Aphrodite Gornot Carlos
Keiya Carlson

Saral. Carney

Sergio Carrasco

Nathan Carter

Vanessa Helena Cary
John Castellanos

Robert Castellon

Manuel Castillo
Alejandro Agustine Ceja
Kevin Chason

Saturday Chea

Salim Chili

Serina Chinen

Chung Choi

Jasmine Christy

Airu Cleckley

Kortland Collins

Abigail Collum

Precious Nicole Constantini
Ronal Contreras-Vasquez
Juan Carlos Costa

Alex William Costo

Cole Rowan Coursen
Rikio Craig

Earlanna Cravatt

Maliha Crockett

Micaela M. Cruz

Jordan Culver

Warwick Curry

Zachary Curry

Robert Lee Curtis 11l
Tyler Custis

Destine Davis

Vertis S. Davis

Ethan Davydov

Christian Bert De Guzman

& Summa Cum Laude/President's Liste

Anna De Lucia

Keno B. Deale

Keith K. Decosta-Peiler
AlvicY. Dedios

Shaina Deen

Christian Paul Rojas DeJesus
Jose Manuel Dejesus Jr.
Alex Nicole Del Rosario
Ivan Gerardo Del Rosario Castillo
Kenneth Isaac Del Valle
Job Delgado

Ashley Franchesca Delnegro
Sean Demick

Nadia Dentamaro
Thomas DePaul

Marco Dessardo

Nasia Denae Devore
Shiron Devore

Prince John Abelinde Diaz
Abdou Cheikh Dieng
Mario J. Dieppa Tejeda
Hoang The Dinh

Michael Quizo Docodcil
Jaymee Orcino Domenden
John James Douglas
Renel Douyon

Erik Dufresne

Judy Angie Dumas
Emilio David Duran Il
Austin Berlon Dyangko
Malik Ahmad Easley
Christopher M. Edler
Aidan Egan

Sean Elison

Kyle Elliott

David Emerton

Anthony English
Stephen Wade Epperly
Jose Eribesvillalobos
Michael Joseph Ervin
Geovanny Escobar
Magale Esparza
Roxanne Agag Estillore
Marvin Lee Etienne
Michael IniAbasi Etukumoh
Anthony Evans

Shadrick Evans
Johnmark Chukwuebuka Eze
Miguel Angel Fabian
Keynaun Lavaghn Faison
Fernando Luis Fajardo
Clarissa N. Falmad
William T. Fannin

Austin Blair Fenn

Falicia Fenn

Johnathan Kai Ferguson
Andy Fermin

Aaron Filbert

Haani Sablan Finona
Adam Fisher

Cara Lyn Fleener
Hakeem Fleming
Alexander Jaret Floresvelazquez
Jaci Foulke

Anthony Fowler
Julianna Marie Fox

Elton Alphanso Francis
Markdennis Francisco
Tom Thanh Frazier
George Edward Freeman
Randy Noval Frejoles Il
Celia N. Frith

Trey Galloway

Moira Galvez

Daniel Garcia

Jose Fernando Garcia
Melanie Jade Garcia
Mireya Sophia Gardner
Jesus Garduno

Gabriel John Garibay
John Caleb Garris 11l
Jordy Gastelum

Chloee Maeona George
Joseph George

Lydia Gerling

Tyrese Paul Germain
Angela Gleba

Donnie A. Gobern

Angel Gomez

Andrea R. Gonzalez
Angelo Raymund Lucero Gonzalez
Roberto Gonzalez
Milton Gonzalez Rosa
Brynna Grady

Avery J. Greasham
Alexander Green

Brian Green

Zoie Mckenzi Green
Isabel Guerra

Juan Carlos Guerrero
Talhea Mizuno Guevarra
Daniel Amador Guillen
Brianna Rain Guillory-Nahinu
Berlyn Guminski
Richard Gutierrez

Jorge Guzman

Briseyda Rubi Guzman Barrios
Thomas James Yangco Haas
Jeffrey Alexander Hagerstrom
Daniell Hagley

Kevin Hagley

Jessica Ann Haigood
Sage Hales

Carson Gabriel Hall
Grace Hall

lleana C. Hall

Jesse Richard Hall
Davon Isaiah Hammond
Joseph Neil Hammond
Treveon Christopher Hampton
Kohrey Terrell Hannibal
Layne Haralson

Noah Harbert
Aaronnesha Harbison
Tyler Hardesty

Keiley Harrell

Ledarius Harris

Arsenio Q. Hart
Amanda Hawkins

Kayla Hendricks
Rebecca Hendry

Leah Zakiyah Henry
Aidan Henson

Chura Bernadette Henz
Andrew C. Hernandez
Donato Hernandez
Shawn P. Hickey
Kimberly E. Higgins
Arthur David Hoker
Catlyn Holden

Brian P. Hollan

Weixiang Huang
Brandon Huff

Aarin D. Humphrey
Hwanglyong Hwangbo
Julia lllastron

Devante Akeem Jackson
Rhiannon Jacobsen

Yoon Jang

Romero Jeanlouis

Vaepa M. Jenkins
Kavinthan Jeyaparan
Jeremiah Jimenez
Hunter Johanek

David Christian Johnson
Quinasia Johnson

Betty Jones

Lotan Jones

Travis Jones

Xavier DeShawn Jones
Kamariah Janae Jordan
Kimberly Ann Jorgensen
Desiree Aguilar Jumaquio
David S. Jungblut
Shanteria Jernisha Kafando
Sean Seunghyun Kang
Jonathan Kanouse

Amy Kathryn Karpan
Hareko Lerondo Keel
Markeisha Kelly
Gukbeom Kim

Yongjae Kim

Angela Faith King

4 President’s List

Colin Kirby

Andrea Madeline Kitts

Catherine Kituyi

Brock Andrew Kubarek

Jenna Kuegel

Hitomi Kuramochi

Arwen Icevern Labit

Shomari Lael

Ethan Lai

Richard Laigo

Tini Lam Yuen

Olga Esmeralda Landavazo

Xavier Landeo

Yolimar Enid Lara

Bryan Paul LaTorre

Brandon Le

Miles Leake

Caleb Lebakken

Deaden Lee

Justin Siyeong Lee

Akarawin Leelauva

Eric Randall Leffler

Jacquelynn Theresa Legree

Daniel J. Lehmkuhl

Katherin Rachell Lemus

Kameron Lewis

Sanisha R. Lewis

Jose Limas

Eddie Lipscomb Il

Freddy Loeza Lara

David Loney

Chengyu Long

Esteban Lopez

Gabriel Lopez

Brianna Lopez Rea

Peter Valdriz Loquinario

Rachel Louviere

Dakota Lozier

Jovani Lucas

Janel Ann Verador Ludovico

Paul Luna

Jessica Lynch

Allysa Mabanta

John Patrick Macapagal

Marcus Reuben Mack

Jessica Manco

Dazzle Candelaria Manjares

Kimberly Marroquin

Marisel Martin

Alvaro Martinez Il

Esteban Martinez

JJesus Martinez

Joshua Martinez

Julian Andres Martinez

Mario A. Martinez

Priscila Martinez

Hector Rene Martinez Bonilla

Rachel Maria Mason

Michael Akira Matsuhara

Quentin Matthews

Adrian Marquis Matticeallen

Marcus Aljuan Maultsby Jr.

Jaden Mccants

Alex McCaslin

Nina McDermott

Miles Dojier Livingston Mckie

Ronald Mcleod

Andre Saleem McNeil

Christian Meadows

Matthew A. Meals

Christian Lee Mendez Guzman

Antonio Mendoza

Manuel Mendoza

Miyu Mendoza

David Messenger

Sheradyn Meyers

Kiara Miller

Shania Sakura Miller

Brian Thomas Mitchell

Thomas Moffo

Rihanna Mohammed

Genoa Tamara Zyrae Mojica

Pavlov Mondesir

Christian Ernesto Montano

Lorenzo William Montano

Layla Kenzy Monterroso

Lindsey M. Montgomery

Tyler Antonio Montgomery

Jose Johnathan Montoya

Mailynn Moon

Jhamie Marcel Andreas Moore

Teizhjahn Moore

Ray Fernando Morales

Morgan Moran

Jaqueline Lizbeth Moreno

Braeden Morgan

Kimaya Indira-Georjah Morgan

Rushaye Janille Morgan

Kanon Morrison

Gabriella ). Mortimer

Cyrielle Thecia Moutsinga Ikapi
Ifounga

Brian Moynihan

Ashley Ann Mullinax

Julian Munoz

Alexakate Maravilla Mupas

Daniel W. Nachlas

Nicole Neary

Jesse Negrete

Edgar Omar Negron Ojeda

Andrea Neverdusky

Thien Nguyen

Tu Duc Nguyen

Timothy Niemi

Trixia May Nierva

Paul Bernard Noel Ill

Emilio Noriega Jr.

Dominic Scot Northcutt

Kosisochukwu Obianefo

Pablo Olvera

Landon Omans

Chilton Orelien

Carlos Orozco

Martin Orozco

Grace Nicolle Orozco Guerra

Ryan Paul Ortiz

Mohamed Ouedraogo

Sasha Pabon

Ryan Daniel M. Padilla

Nicolle Paibarodriguez

Michael Panozzo

Daniel Parker

Robert Spencer Parker Jr.

Shiobue Maximus Parks

Doris Renee Leon Guerrero Parr

Megan Parrish

Andre ). Patterson

Victoria M. Paul

Jennifer Leonela Pavon Tobar

Tereasha Shivonya Peasant

Gregory Harrison Reece Pender

William James Penn

William Peoples-Askew

Lloyd Perkins

Kaliel Perry-Poree

Janet Phillips

Kamiya Pickett

Bervensky Pierre

De Jor Tavell Pinchem

Ricardo Francisco Pineda

Gregory Andre Polk Jr.

Brandan Lamar Pondexter

Abigail Poole

Joshua Porres

Chase Wilnard Keonta’ Porter

Nixon Douglas Potter

Jennie Powell

Bradley Phillip Priester

Alexia Punch

Juliana Clareth Quirozduran

Helson Quiteriocorrey

Feliciano Gorospe Rabaja Ill

Daniel Rainmaker

Noah Ray

Mallory L. Reed

Sheyanne Reese

Nara Kay Reid

Emanuel Reina

Joseph Renfro

Mariah Reyes

Ronald Reyes

Cheyenne Ayerlin Reynolds

Chasten Richard

Congratulations

Graduates!

SATURDAY, MAY 9
TUMON BAY, GUAM

Darren Rickard

Donavan Ridela

Ricardo R. Rioza

Laura Melissa Rivas

Erik Rivera

Harold Rivera

Rosalina Rivera

Tony S. Rivera

Raymond Rivers

Kimberly Gabriella Roberts
Sean Roberts

Varya Alexis Roberts
Jediane Robles

Cleo Rodgers

Desire Rodrigue

Alex Robert Rodriguez
Diego Ney Hiroto Rodriguez
Jesse Rodriguez

Salomon Rodriguez-Constanza
Salvador Rodriguez-Muro
Jaiden Roman

Meira Roome

Chirilyn Roque-Fedele
Gabriel Phillip Rosario
Maurice Arthur Rose
Jonah Warshaw Rothstein
Jonathan Rubio

Clay Spencer Ruffin
Isabela Ruiz

Jerod Rumney

Alexcia Rupert

Desiree Russell

Jessica Elizabeth Russell
Abdul Sadat

Isabel Sairemelgar
Draven Sakiyama-Alvarez
Kai W. Salisbury

Justin Michael Sambor
James Sampson

Daryl Brandon Dilay Samson
Nancy Sanchez-Aguilera
Angel Santiago

Tatianna Santizo

Erick Santos

Shawn Savann

Ayden Saville

Steven William Sceranka Il
Tyreil Schanck

Nathan Schild

Adrianna Schneck

Bryce Anthony Seaton
Isabelle Rose Serio-Davis
Maria Del Carmen Serrato Carrillo
Amit Bikram Shah

Ravi Shankar

Keyshawn Zya’' Shaw
Joshua Shepard

Hikari Shiroma

Tyler Richard Shumaker
Joseph Silva

Arnold Augusto Silvera Paredes
Kamarius Simmons

Bram Skinner

Beatrice Gwyneth Quitlong Smith
Mickala Smith

Sara Mary Snaidauf
Brenda Lizbeth Sola Maldonado
Joshua Sorensen
Rowillande Soriano

Oscar Mauricio Soto

Jack A. Sovine

Brendan Scott Speer
Jessie Speller Jr.
Dayverson St Phard

Kai Christopher Stallings
Kejuan T. Stamps

Philip Stanley

Nadia Stephanie Starr
Jessi Stegall

Ali Stepanov

David Stephens

Nicholas Stevens

Allyssa Marie Stewart
Ethan Stigman

Natalia Suarez Ramirez
Dong Won Suh

Ta’Shavia La'Tierra Surgeont
Sean E. Sutherland

Heiwa Suzuki

Natalie Swanigan

Douglas Evan Swanson
Rena Tachibana
Tomoyuki Tanaka

Andrew Tate

Zachary Taylor

Joseph E. Teixeira

Allyana Lee Tengan
Ronald Zeak Terry Il

Sujan Thapa

Dejanque Thomas

Noah Michael Thomas
Tyrone Leon Thomas Jr.
Nicholas Thurmond
Angelica Leigh Tindall
Eduardo Manuel Torres
Eduardo Torres

Luis Torres

Shuhei Toyonaga

Eugene Yuuma Trichell
Etienne Trotman

Jack Earl Turner

Abraham Urena

Asadbek Ruslanovich Urunov
George Eliapo Uti

Ashley Uzzle

Sebastian Valle Zavala
Franklin Wayne Valliant
Mario Alberto Vargas

Raul Vargas-Romero
Jayce Vasquez

Adam Jose Vega

Angelica Vega

Irving Vega

Kara Vega

Marvin Velasquezramos
Jose Fabian Velazquez
Pablo Miguel Veras-Restituyo
Alyssa M. Viands
Armando Ismael Victorio
Hayeon Vien
Jameseliezer “Jonathan” Villard
Diego de Jesus Villarreal
Bryce Vincent

Preston James Wade

Aran Walker

Joshua Michael Walker
Tyson Walker

Konghuang Wang
Gregory Waters

Desirae Watts

Jalen Ivy Wauneka

Derrick M. Weeden
Jamesia Celeste Wells
Justin Wells

Christopher R. Wesley
Alexus Wiley

Jeffrey Michael Wilhalme
Nigel Wilkerson

Brynt Williams

Carmen Marie Williams
Dominic Williams

Jeremy DeWayne Williams
Pasha Williams

Tyler Robinson Williams
Terrick Tramaine Wilson Jr.
Jonathan Andrew Lee Withrow
Michael Anthony Woods
Myron Patrick Woodson Il
Tanicia LaBrette Workman
Cody Harwin Wright
Michael Cole Wright
Princetta Neoshya Wright
Joshua Wurtz

Kenneth William Yager
Jack Yeung

Yayano Yoshida

Tairen Young

Zarah Laine Sunga Yumang
Paris Phoebe Yuza
Brandon Alexander Zamora
Ruthanna Zapatos

Phillip Zuniga
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" Jw. Finding a job [ o]

Joint Region Marianas

STRIPES GUAM

Indeed.com

o you’ve PCSed with your spouse to Guam. The . .
S ha}\]/e a job. You don’t.yTherepare jobs available oz Indeed gives job seekers free Regional NAF Human Resources Office

Guam, but you just need to know where to look. access to search for jobs, post PHONE: (671) 349-1154/2154
First of all, the Fleet & Family Support Center on Naval resumes and research companies. 2210/5154/ 3154
Base Guam and the Military & Family Support Center on EMAIL: NAFjobs@fe.navy.mil
Andersen Air Force Base offer classes to assist on finding
employment, writing resumes, interviewing skills and tech- —
niques, starting your own business, applying for federal Simplvhired USAF 36 FSS Civilian Personnel Office
jobs and more. Here’s some other helpful resources to get implyhire PHONE: (671) 366-3674/671-366.3677
you started. S]mp]yh]red allows you to EMAIL: andersenstaffing@us.af.mil

compare salaries, read reviews and
’ apply directly.
Guam Department of Labor’s PPy g DON Human Resources Office
One-Stop Career Center
PHONE: (671) 333-4063/671-366-6817

Great place to visit early on so your name can be
placed on a list of jobseekers and your resume can be

available to a potential employer match. Jooble
OFFICE LOCATION: 414 West Soledad Avenue  [W] gtz [] Jooble allows you to find full-time, Other job sites
Suite 808 (8th Floor), GCIC Building i temporary and part-time positions
Hagatna, GU 96910 L along with job alerts and company (=] 78 a] ar-0
WEBSITE: https://dol.guam.gov E reviews. TR b .
[w]! E o
guamjobsonline.com aafes.com
The PDN'’s online job finder service www.usajobs.gov
guampdn.com/classifieds/job/ E E Looking for a job with the U.S. _E! E E E
is a great resource. +H government? Here’s the site to i
check out. E o+ [w]
deca.com alutiig.com

For more on jobs, go to guam.stripes.com

DENZAI

ENZAI America Inc.

E—— ‘
R Ty e L 6L BTERTET63
NCCCO Certified Operator DENZAI America Inc. inquiry.america@denzai.group

www.denzai. group
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Resources for military

communityonGuam

STRIPES GUAM

resources and support to active duty military and
their families. Check out the following resources
and get connected with your new community!

G uam boasts a vibrant local community that provides

mArmed Forces Committee
Within the Guam Chamber of Commerce
is the Armed Forces Committee (AFC),
which “Fosters mutual respect and a conge-
nial working relationship between business-
es and the military communities; promotes
cooperation through the free flow of infor-
mation; and ensures fair treatment for local
business with the military.”

mNavy League

The role of the Navy League in Guam is
“Proudly providing support for men and
women who serve in our country’s sea ser-
vices; and the youth of Guam who partici-
pate in NLUS supported programs.

mAmerican Red Cross

To access support from the American Red
Cross 24/7:

Red Cross Hero Care Center: 1-877-272-7337
Andersen AFB: (671) 366-2574/688-0283
Guam Chapter (Main Office): (671) 472-6217/9

NAVY &
FEDERAL

Credit Union

®

L.
mNavy-Marine Corps Relief Society
The mission of the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Soci-
ety is to provide, in partnership with the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps, financial, educational and other need-based
assistance to active-duty and retired sailors and Ma-
rines, their eligible family members, and survivors.
NMCRS Guam: 671-564-1885
Email: Guam@nmcrs.org

mAir Force Aid Society

When unexpected financial emergencies arise, AFAS

provides no-interest loans and grants to help Air Force

families meet immediate needs and make a positive step

towards a lasting financial solution.

Location: Airman & Family Readiness Center, Bldg. 22026,
Andersen AFB

Phone: (671) 366-8136

Email: 36fss.fsh@us.af.mil

File photo

— SPOUSEPROGRAMS ——
COMPASS is a spouse-to-spouse mentoring
and orientation program that helps
familiarize attendees to various aspects
of the military lifestyle. Learn about your
sailor’s command, opportunities for you
and your family, network with other spouses

and develop skills to handle the challenges
of military life.

Heart Link

A fun, informative workshop geared for
AF spouses married 5 or less years. Learn

about local resources, military customs,

traditions, and so much more! Games,

prizes, giveaways and lots of fun! This is a

great opportunity to network with fellow AF

spouses during this interactive workshop.

Find your
PERFECT FIT

Shoppers, savers and everyone in
between: reach your goals with

navyfederal.org/CreditCardOptions rﬁ%

Navy Federal is federally insured by NCUA.

*Message and data rates may apply. Visit navyfederal.org for more information. The Navy Federal More Rewards
American Express® Card is issued and administered by Navy Federal Credit Union. American Express is a
federally registered service mark of American Express and is used by the issuer pursuant to a license.

a Navy Federal credit card.

Scan* or get started at

2
=

© 2026 Navy Federal NFCU 14537 (2-26)
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AVILLAGE PROFILE COURTESY OF GUAMPEDIA

Editor’s Note: The U.S. territory of Guam is comprised of 19 villages, many with their own distinct character, history
and points of interest. Stripes Guam and Guampedia have joined forces to present this weekly feature on each of
them in the hopes that it will help our readers get out — and get to know — our gracious hosts. 1o learn more about

Guam's people, history, culture and places, visit: guampedia.com
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lood itself..------

The earliest de silleria building in Guam was the 1709 Dulce Nombre de Maria Church in Hagatfia.

BY JILLETTE LEON-GUERRERO,
GUAMPEDIA

Photo courtesy of Louis Choris/Lawrence J. Cunningham, Guampedia

agatfia is derived from the word “iaga”, mean-
H ing blood. It is believed that this village came

about due to the bloodlines of the families that
established the village. Appearing as “Agadﬁa” or “Aga-
fia” in Spanish maps, and later, “Agana” in American
maps, the Guam Legislature in 1998 changed the official
spelling to “Hagatfia” to reflect the original CHamoru

pronunciation of the village’s name.

Village history

Carbon dating indicates that the village was inhab-
ited 2,630 years ago and possibly as long as 3,020 years
ago. These dates indicate that Hagétiia was settled prior
to the appearance of Latte, stone pillars and cup-shaped
capstones, approximately 1,100 years ago. Little is

Plaza de Espana. Exterior north side the arches of the Almacen and wall. Photo by Burt Sardoma Jr., Guampedia

known about the village during this time.

Ferdinand Magellan made landfall on Guam 6 March
1521, but it was not until 1565 that Miguel Lopez de Le-
gazpi claimed the Mariana Islands for Spain. The Galle-
on Trade between Acapulco and Manila was established
shortly after Legazpi’s arrival in Manila and passed
regularly though the “Ladrone Islands.” Between Ma-
gellan’s visit and 1602, approximately 74 ships with as
many as 300 people aboard passed through the islands,
usually between Guam and Rota. The islanders began
to anticipate the arrival of the ships and set out in their
swift canoes to trade water and produce for iron.

During this period it is known that outsiders lived
among the CHamoru people for long periods of time al-
though there is scant information about the village of
Hagatiia.

Whalers, pirates and traders

Until 1815 Spanish Galleons plied the waters be-
tween Rota and Guam conducting trade between Manila
and Acapulco. At least 33 other non-Spanish ships are
documented to have had contact with the islands during

b

Hagatia

this same period. They were usually whalers, pirates
preying on the Galleons, or traders.

Few detailed accounts of the village are known prior
to the arrival of the Catholic mission headed by Father
Diego Luis de San Vitores in 1668. San Vitores is credit-
ed with establishing the Catholic Church in the Mariana
Islands. Shortly after arriving on the island of Guam, he
renamed the village of Hagatfia, “San Ignacio de Agad-
fia,” in honor of his holy father and patriarch.

At that time Hagatfia was reported to be the island’s
principal village. It is estimated that 1,000 people lived
in the village that reportedly had 203 dwellings: 53 up-
per-class homes and 150 other dwellings that belonged
to lower caste residents “who had no part of the affairs
of Agadiia.”

San Vitores was initially welcomed by the island’s
nobles, notably the principal Chief of Hagétfia, Chief
Quipuha (Kepuha). In appreciation of his graciousness,
Chief Quipuha was the first adult CHamoru to be bap-
tized and was renamed Juan in honor of Saint John the
Baptist, the patron saint of the island. Don Juan Quipu-
ha as he was then called, is reported to have donated
land in Hagéatia for the construction of the first Catholic
Church and the house of the Society of Jesus. Upon his
passing, he was buried beneath the altar of the Church.
Some historians believe that the Dulce Nombre de Ma-
ria Cathedral Basilica was built on the site of this first
Catholic Church.

Some have questioned the reason why the mission
was established in Hagatiia. Father Francisco Garcia,
who chronicled San Vitores’ life in 1683, states that Fa-
ther San Vitores was called back to Hagétia after visit-
ing several villages on the island when the:

Nobles made it a point of honor that he live
in their village. After all, the superior of all the

N
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Pre-War Hagatfia Photo by Guampedia
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N fathers should live in the principal village. Ac-
a8 cording to Garcia, Father San Vitores was not
happy with this situation but made the best of it
saying, ‘I am not a prisoner here without consolation,
obeying the divine disposition of affairs as if it were
the most glorious of missions.’ Garcia said, ‘But what
the devil planned in order to block the spread of the
Faith, the Lord used as a means to establish it more
solidly. He [San Vitores] made Agadna the strong-
hold for Christianity in the islands, with a church and
a house of the Society of Jesus.’

Violence erupted within a few months of the arrival
of San Vitores, due to growing opposition to the mis-
sionaries’ teachings — which clashed with the tradi-
tional practices of the CHamorus. Sporadic fighting on
Guam continued for 16 years with a final major upris-
ing in 1684 when the hostile CHamoru faction tried un-
successfully to drive the Spanish out once and for all,
though uprisings continued in the northern Marianas un-
til 1695. Spanish troops aided by newly baptized Catho-
lic CHamorus were finally able to subdue resistance to
the establishment of Guam as a Spanish colony.

From Spanish hands to American

During this time, Hagatfia remained the principal vil-
lage of the island and eventually became the seat of the
Spanish government. In 1687 it was formally named as
a city and began to take on the characteristics of a Span-
ish capital. Hagatfia remained the seat of the Spanish
government in the Mariana Islands until June of 1898
when Governor Juan Marina, his Spanish officers and
military personnel surrendered their arms to Captain
Henry Glass of the USS Charleston and boarded the ship
as prisoners of war. All Spanish flags on the island were
confiscated and the Americans departed without leaving
a single American soldier on the island.

A little over a year later, the first regularly appointed
American military governor, Richard P. Leary, arrived
on Guam. While Governor Leary lived on board the ship
for three months while the governor’s residence was be-
ing renovated, his aide William Safford took up resi-
dence in Hagétiia and in effect was the acting or Lieu-
tenant Governor of Guam. Safford, a naturalist, kept a
journal of his year-long residence on the island that pro-
vides detailed descriptions of the village of Hagatiia.

Arriving for the first time in the village of Hagétia
he observed:

Several streets diverging from the entrance to the
town, more or less in the direction parallel to the
beach and to the cliffs back of the town. Everything
clean and tidy; best houses of masonry with tiled
roofs, others of frame or bamboo thatched with co-
conut leaves or Nipa palm. All of them raised from
the ground. Reached the Plaza de Magallanes, upon
which face the Palace or Government House, and
other public buildings including the Tribunal. Behind
the Palace rises the steep escarpment of a plateau on
the brink of which is an old fort and powder magazine
now used as a signal station, on the west side of the
plaza are the Public Treasury and the barracks of the
native troops, on the east side the church, the palace
and government store house are on the south side;
and the tribunal and several private dwellings on the
north side.

Between 1899 and 1941 Hagatfia became the seat of

the American naval government. During this time im-
provements were made to the village and a new hospital
was built. Entertainment centered around the Plaza de
Espaiia, the old Spanish seat of government in the cen-
ter of the village. The population of the village steadily
grew from 7,432 in 1920 to more than 10,000 in 1940.

Japanese takeover

On 8 December 1941 World War II came to Guam.
By December 10th the island was officially claimed by
Japan and Hagéatia was renamed Akashi-shi. Akashi-shi
became the headquarters of the Japanese administra-
tion. The Japanese occupation lasted about two and a
half years.

American bombardment to retake the island began
on June 16 and lasted for three weeks. Systematic bom-
bardment began on July 8th. Hagatfia sustained major
damage during this time. More than 1,200 homes were
destroyed in addition to many public and private build-
ings. Numerous structures of historical significance also
sustained major damage or were destroyed.

Post-war rebuilding

Post war was a time of rebuilding. Hagatfia again be-
came the capital city of the US Territory of Guam. The
rubble from the war was bulldozed into the sea to form
the Paseo de Susanna. The federal government, and later
the government of Guam condemned large tracts of land
and redrew property lots in the village essentially redis-
tributing villages resources. In some cases this action
left original landowners without any property in the vil-
lage. The village population plummeted from 10,004 in
1940 to only 800 in 1950, a ninety-two percent decrease.

By 1960 the population had grown to 1,642. The vil-
lage reported the second highest median family income
on the island with the largest group of workers engaged
in wholesale or retail trades, professional services or
public administration.

In 1962, a mandatory security clearance required of
visitors to the island was lifted. The security clearance
had been in place for 21 years and restricted entry to
many including US citizens. The lifting of this security
requirement brought about significant change to the is-
land and the village of Hagatiia.

While Hagatiia had always been the center of gov-
ernment and commerce on the island, the new tourism
industry shifted the focus from Hagatiia to Tumon. The
island experienced a building boom as well as an in-
creased presence of military personnel due to America’s
entry into the Vietnam War. The population of Hagatiia
grew to 2,119 by 1970 with the largest group of workers
engaged as craftsmen and carpenters while the whole-
sale and retail trades reported 175 less workers than in
1960.

By 1980, the village population had shrunk to 896,
climbing back to 1,100 by the year 2000.

A cultural revival in the 1990s spurred the renaming
of the village to its traditional name, Hagatiia. Today,
the village remains the seat of the island’s government
as well as a center of commerce and trade. The village’s
residential population is only a shadow of its former
self. This fact combined with it’s significant historical
and cultural heritage have fueled a movement to revital-
ize the island’s capital city. A master plan has been de-
veloped by the Hagatfia Restoration and Redevelopment
Authority to revitalize, preserve and protect the heritage
and economic vitality of Guam’s capital city.
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This village at a glance

« Population: As of the 2010 US Census, the village
population was 1,051.

« Village officials: Michael Thomas Cruz Gumataotao,
Mayor, 2025-Present; John A. Cruz, Mayor, 2005-2024;
Felix F. Ungacta, Commissioner/Mayor, 1981-2005;
Thomas F. Mendiola, Commissioner, 1973-1981; Lu-
cas L. San Nicolas, Commissioner, 1962-1973; Juan
D. Perez, Commissioner, 1952-1962; Antonio Suarez,
Commissioner, 1918-1930; Joaquin Cruz Perez, Com-
missioner, 1894-1899
Vicente dela Cruz, Deputy Commissioner, (no date
provided); Lorenzo Franquez, Deputy Commissioner,
1930; Lucas de Castro, Deputy Commissioner, (no date
provided); Jesus de Rivera, Deputy Commissioner, (no
date provided); Antonio Guerrero, Deputy Commis-
sioner, 1832-1834

® & 0 o 06 0 0 0 0 0o o

- Konsehelon Mahot Guahan,
the Mayor’s Council of Guam
« Village description: Hagatiia, located in central

Guam, is nestled between Agana Bay and the cliffs of
Agana Heights. It is considered the first European city
in the Pacific because of the early colonization of the
Marianas, as compared to the rest of the Pacific. It was
declared a city by a Spanish royal decree 40 March
1686 as the capital of the Marianas, the residence of
the Spanish governor and the site of the garrison.

Guam’s main roadway, Marine Corps Drive, runs
through the village from east to west. Another major
artery, Route 4, dissects the village from the shoreline
to the central part of the island, running east. Hagétfia
borders the village of Tamuning in the east and Asan
to the west.

The capital of Guam, Hagatiia is the seat of the
island’s three branches of government: Judicial, Leg-
islative, and Executive as well as the religious center
for the Catholic Church. Itis also home to numerous
commercial activities including legal offices, banks,
department/variety stores, insurance, technical and
professional services and restaurants.

The cultural resources of the village are significant
being home to a large number of Guam’s historical
sites. The Guam Museum, Hagatfia boat basin (formal-
ly known as the Gregorio D. Perez Marina), the Guam
Public Library (formally the Nieves M. Flores Memorial
Library) and numerous public facilities are also lo-
cated within the village.

As opposed to the island’s historical past, Hagatiia
is currently one of the least populated villages on the
island. Residential homes primarily are located below
the cliff at the western portion of the village.

® © 6 0 0 0 0 0 o o o

Chamorro children smile despite standing in debris and
rummage of Hagatfia in this photo taken at the close of WWII.

Photo courtesy of Dave Morris, Guampedia

SEE GUAM ON PAGE 10
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The San Antonio Bridge Photo courtesy of Lawrence J. Cunningham, Guampedia
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Points of interest

Senator Angel Leon Guerrero Santos Memorial
Park/Latte Stone Park

Senator Angel Leon Guerrero Santos Memorial Park
Photo by Nathalie Pereda, Guampedia

This park was originally established during the ad-
ministration of US appointed Governor Ford Quint El-
vidge (1953 to 1956). The park was renamed the Sena-
tor Angel Leon Guerrero Santos Latte Memorial Park
in 2005 in honor of the Guam Legislature senator’s ef-
forts on behalf of the CHamoru people. Santos was a
CHamoru rights activist and founding member of Na-
sion Chamoru, an indigenous activist group.

The park contains eight latte (stone pillars with cap-
stones) transferred by the military from their original lo-
cations in the Me’pu and Fena regions in the southern
interior of Guam as new military bases were being built
in these locations.

Japanese World War Il Caves
These caves, located at the base of the cliff line, were
man-made with forced labor during the Japanese occu-
pation during World War II. They were used for storage
of supplies and shelter. One cave entrance is located di-
rectly behind the Latte Stone site at the Senator Angel
Leon Guerrero Santos Latte Memorial Park.

Lujan House

Lujan House Photo by Guampedia

Also known as the Guam Institute, the Lujan House
is one of the few remaining pre-World War II houses in
Hagétiia. The house was built in 1911 by Jose Pange-
linan Lujan and was first used as a residence. In 1928 the
Guam Institute, founded by Nieves M. Flores in 1922,
moved to the Lujan House. Students paid a monthly fee
of $1.00 in order to attend this private school. Among
the many notable leaders that graduated from this school
were Governor Ricardo J. Bordallo, Bishop Felixberto
C. Flores and Judge Cristobal Duenas. The school was
forced to close when the Japanese invaded the island in
December 1941. The Guam Institute was listed on the
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National Register of Historic Places on 6 October 1977.

Plaza de Espaiia

The Plaza de Espafia was the location of the Gov-
ernor’s Palace during the Spanish occupation. Academ-
ics speculate that the plaza was established at its current
location after a typhoon in 1693 destroyed Fort Santa
Maria de Guadalupe, where the governor’s residence
had been located since 1683. The Governor’s Palace
served as the seat of government for both the Spanish
and the first U.S. Naval Government. Most of the palace
was destroyed by the shelling of Hagétfia during the re-
taking of Guam in World War II.

The historical structures of the Plaza de Espaiia that

have survived until the 21st century include:

The Garden House, which was built around 1736.
Prior to World War 11, it was used as storage shed to
house garden tools for the Plaza de Espaiia. In 1954,
the Guam Women’s Club, at the request of Governor
Elvidge, re-established and staffed the Guam Mu-
seum within the Garden House, though it has since
closed. The original Museum had been bombed dur-
ing World War II.
The Azotea and inner court are the only visible struc-
ture left of the Spanish palace. In 1933, the U.S. Na-
val Government built a tiered tin roof over the Azotea,
which was originally an open terrace.
The Chocolate House functioned as a merienda place,
where the Spanish and American administrators of
Guam and their families entertained, serving morning
and afternoon beverages and pastries. The Chocolate
House contains two of the oldest Spanish coat of arms
on Guam. One is made from soft greenstone dated
1879; the other made of marble is dated 1895.
The Almacen (Warehouse) Arches and Almacen flag-
stone floors — The remains of the former entrance to
the palace warehouse, which later became an arsenal,
and segments of the original floors are still present.

The ruins of the walls built during Governor Muro’s
administration, including the more that nine-foot
walls behind the Azotea and the low walls behind the
Plaza de Espaiia ruins, also remain standing.The Plaza
was listed on the National Register of Historic Places
on 1 May 1974.

Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral-Basilica
Y
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Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral- Basﬂlca Photo by Guampedla

The Cathedral-Basilica rests on the site of the first
Roman Catholic mission in the Mariana Islands. CHam-
orus constructed the original wooden thatched chapel
from 1669 to 1670 under the direction of Padre Diego
Luis de San Vitores on lands granted by Chief Quipu-
ha of Hagétia. The CHamoru nobility initially wel-
comed San Vitores and his fellow priests. The chief of
one of the mountain villages complained about letting
strangers live in their land, but upon learning that the
men were padres, he invited them to his village. Chief
Quipuha was the first adult to be baptized, followed by
all of the nobles of Hagatfia. Don Juan Quiphua, as he
was called after he became a Christian, was the first to
be buried beneath the church.

Significant dates/events in the history of the building
of the Cathedral-Basilica are:

* In 1705 through 1709, Governor Manuel Argiielles y
Valdéz built a church of three naves in Hagétfia using
blocks of coral from the sea.

* In 1862, Father Aniceto Ibanez constructed a beautiful

GUAM...The Guam Museum 3 hlghllght '“\“

chapel to the side of the existing church.

e In 1772, French Commander Crozet described the
church as a “beautiful church of red brick and tile.”

* In 1912, the Iglesia de Dulce Nombre de Maria was
designated a Cathedral. This structure survived until
World War Il when it was destroyed during the shell-
ing of Hagéatfa in preparation for the American inva-
sion.

* In 1958, the present building was completed.

* In 1981, Pope John Paul II elevated the Cathedral to a
minor Basilica.

* In 1998, the church underwent major renovations to
include a museum gallery featuring exhibits of Guam
history and culture and a gift shop.

One of the principal features of the Cathedral-Basil-
ica is the statue of Santa Marian Kamalen. According
to oral tradition, a fisherman off Cocos Island, Malesso
discovered the statue, during the late 17th century. It is
believed that the statue, the patron saint of the Mariana
Islands, washed up on the shores of Malesso (Merizo) in
spite of its great weight.

By the mid 1800s, it was transferred and permanently
housed at the Iglesia de Dulce Nombre de Maria.

Santo Papa as Juan Pablo Dos Monument

This bronze statue commemorates the 1981 visit by
Pope John Paul II to Guam. This was the first papal visit
to the island. The statue stands on a median on Chalan
Santo Papa Juan Pablo Dos Street, named in his honor. It
is the location where he held an outdoor Mass in Febru-
ary 1981. The bronze statute originally rotated one full
turn every 12 hours; the motor no longer works.

Spanish Bridge

This stone bridge, also known as Tollai Acho (stone
bridge in CHamoru), was built around 1800 during the
Spanish administration of Governor Manuel Muro, and
named after San Antonio de Padua. The bridge spanned
the Hagéatfia River, where it flowed before its course was
greatly changed after the village was rebuilt, after World
War II. On the south side of the bridge sits a bronze stat-
ue of La Sirena, Guam’s legendary mermaid.

The single span, arched bridge with stone abutments
is located at Aspinall Street and Route 1. The bridge
originally connected the districts of San Ignacio and
Bilibic. The bridge was damaged during World War 11
and finally restored in 1966 with concrete. The bridge
was listed on the National Register of Historic Sites on
6 September 1974.

Guam Museum

The Guam Museum, located at Skinner Plaza in the
heart of Hagatiia, Guam, is a government of Guam
owned museum focused on the history of Guam. Its of-
ficial name is Senator Antonio M. Palomo Guam Mu-
seum and Educational Facility.

The Guam Museum, opened in 2016, reflects the di-
versity, creativity, and resilience of Guam and the Mari-
ana Islands. It is hoped to encourage people to engage
in dialogue, to share multiple perspectives and experi-
ences, and debate issues that concern us all today. and
experiences, and debate issues that concern us all today.

Guam Congress Building

The newly-restored Guam Congress Building holds
the legislative session hall, hearing rooms, and offices of
the island’s senators. The Guam Legislature returned to
the building, after more than 25 years of absence, in Janu-
ary 2017, after reconstruction finished in December 2016.

The building is the site of the historic Guam Congress
walk-out, which led to the passage of the Organic Act of
Guam in 1950.
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This is a reprint from Guampedia.com, an
online resource about Guam history and the
CHamoru people, used here with permission.
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VOTED PIKA’'S BEST JEWELRY STORE 2017-2025 | BEST LUXURY BRAND 2020, 2021, 2023-2025

AGANA SHOPPING CENTER EAST AGANA [MAIN BRANCH) @ GUAM PREMIER QUTLETS MICRONESIA MALL
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Easy ways to meal Prep in Guam

THE GUAM GUIDE

set some big health and fitness goals at
one time or another. But let’s be honest—
sticking to them is often easier said than
done, and healthy eating gets pushed to the back burner.
Don’t stress—we’ve got your back! One of the best
ways to stay on track is through meal prepping. It’s a
game-changer that saves time, keeps your portions in

Think meal prepping is too complicated or time-con-
suming? Think again! Prepping meals at home can be sim-
ple, affordable, and even fun.

I fyou’re like most of us, you’ve probably

budget

Here are some easy tips to get you started:

* Plan your menu: Keep it simple!
Pick a few recipes that share similar in-
gredients, like chicken adobo and chick-
en stir-fry, to save money and make
shopping easier. We have some Guam-
Style healthy recipes to include in your
plans.

GUAM-STYLE
HEALTHY RECIPES
WEBSITE

* Buy in bulk: Stock up on staples like rice, beans,

If cooking isn’t your thing or you’re short on time, these
Guam-based meal prep services offer convenient and
delicious options:

n Fit for You Guam

Fit for You Guam is a lifesaver if you want healthy meals
without the hassle. They’ve got you covered whether you’re
aiming for weight loss, bulking up, or just trying to eat better.

Highlights:
© Customizable meal plans.
© Options for keto, low-carb, and high-protein diets.
® Convenient delivery service.

Contact Info:
WEBSITE: www.fitforyouguam.com
INSTAGRAM: @fitforyouguam
EMAIL: info@fitforyouguam.com

S
OEN

INSTAGRAM

.
(=]

WEBSITE

Guam

check, and ensures you’re eating nutritious
meals even on your busiest days.

Lucky for us, Guam has several fantastic
meal prep businesses ready to help you crush
your goals. But before we dive into those, let’s
talk about how you can master meal prepping

at home. It’s easier than you think, budget-friendly, and in-
credibly rewarding. If convenience is what you need, we’ll
also highlight local businesses that can take the load off

* |nvest in reusable containers: You

* Prep in batches: Cook large por-

your shoulders.

and frozen vegetables. Check out local
grocery stores that offer bulk purchase op-
tions like Cost-U-Less or Don Don Donki.

LOCAL GROCER!
STORES WEBSITE

don’t need fancy ones! A sturdy stack
from Healthy City or Kmart will do the
trick. You can also order in bulk online,
like these reusable containers. Bonus points if you can
keep them from mysteriously disappearing like socks in
the laundry!

tions and freeze meals for future use.
Craving more local flavors? Throw these
16 mouth-watering Chamorro food reci-
pes into the mix as well!

n The Boka Box

The Boka Box brings a gourmet touch to meal prepping.

With creative recipes and premium ingredients, this service
is perfect for foodies who want to eat healthy without sac-
rificing flavor.

Highlights:

® Chef-curated meals.

® Specialty items like smoothies and snacks.

® Great for adventurous eaters.

® A variety of diet plans, including paleo, keto,
wholesome, low calorie, Mediterranean, carnivore,
and athlete-focused options.

® Monthly health programs designed to help people
eat healthier and lose weight.

Contact Info:
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/thebokabox/
INSTAGRAM: @thebokabox
CONTACT: +1 671-922-2652

=] =
' E
&

INSTAGRAM

FACEBOOK

*Shop local: Visit Guam’s farmer’s
markets for fresh, affordable produce.

*Leverage fiesta leftovers: Post-
fiesta balutan can be a lifesaver! Your
fridge might already be stocked with
lechon, pancit, and dessert after the
holiday season—perfect for portioning
into ready-to-go meals. Who needs meal
prep when Auntie Mary’s cooking has
you covered? Three-day-old chicken es-
tufao is basically a love language BUT
don’t forget, NO PRE-BALUTAN-
ING at the party please!

FARMER’S MARKETS
WEBSITE

GUAM FIESTA
GUIDEBOOK

Meal prepping at home isn’t just cost-

n The Health Bistro

The Health Bistro combines convenience with nutrition,

offering meals that cater to a variety of dietary preferences,
including gluten-free and diabetic-friendly options.

Highlights:
® Focus on clean eating.
® Grab-and-go meals available in-store.
(depending on availability, CALL FIRST)
® Affordable pricing.

Contact Info:
INSTAGRAM: @healthbistroguam
CONTACT: +1 671-649-4871

e

INSTAGRAM

By following these tips or partnering with one of Guam’s

excellent meal prep businesses, you’ll be well on your way
to achieving your health goals.
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Happy Mother's Day!

Find everything you need to make Mom feel loved this Mother's Day at DONKI!

OPEN DAILY

J0n00n: OPEN DAILY I 10 AM - 10 PM
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E@@BHALL

Expenence the best of dining and shopping
at the Village of DONKI FOODHALL!

DON DON DONKI Guam is your go-to
destination for fresh groceries, quick meals, T x
home essentials, and unique Japanese * Bﬂuunw’ =1
finds—all under one roof! With 25,000 items * SERVING .
from Japan, the U.S, and PPIH Group stores JHDSE WHO «
. ' . '+ SERVE! .,
worldwide, there's something for everyone. & b~ .
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Visit us today! =
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SENIOR DISCOUNT (55+) MILITARY DISCOUHT
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Donki *
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Limited to the
first 50 orders

Reservations APRIL 11 - H'A'f3 :"klap MAY 8 - MAY 10

Period: lincludes Pre-A [Fam - &pm)

1. Visit Custorer Service or call 671-969-1430 to place your order.
2. Pick the arrangement number you wish to reserve.

3. Phone Reservations: Payment must be made within 3 days at Customer Service
for your reservation to be confirmed.

4, Payment & Confirmation: Orders are finalized once paid. All sales are final.
All orders must be picked up within 3 hours of their selected reservation time,

Terms and Conditions: Payment must be made within three (3] days of reservation to confirm your ander. If the reservation is
made less than three (3] days before the end of reservation period, payment must be completed by May 3rd.

Preorder Spe:ial
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P ¢ e L1 PNE
WEERDAY BLOSS

MARCH 1°T TO APRIL 30™

Treat yoursell to a refreshing spring escape. Enjoy complimentary breakfast for I
two when you book a minimum two-night weekday stay (Sunday through

Thursday) in a standard room.

Reserve now with PROMO CODE: BLOSSOM
And make the most of spring in Secul. Terms and conditions apply.

@ Benii @
Benii is a gorgeous two-year-old calico girl u
with that classic "I run the house, you just

o Py the bills” attitude. She's sweet when o

| she wants cuddles, independent when she's

§ in queen mode, and always stylish in her u
patchwork coat. Benii warms up fast, loves

i | ¢  soft beds, and will happily supervise your o
life from a sunny window. She's ready for a

u home that appreciates a little sass, a lot of u
; love, and a cat who knows her worth.
°

Call GA.LN. (Guam Animals In Need) Animal Shelter in Yigo at
653-4246 or visit <www.guamanimals.org> for more information
on adopting this pet. GA.LN. is a shelter-based humane society
with a mission to prevent cruelty to animals, educate the public
and promote good animal laws. Under Water World will donate

one adult admission for every Pet of the Week adopted.

ol -

NO SHOES NO SHIRT NO WORRIES

T Temple
=~ University

Japan Campus

Admissions Counseling Office
1-14-29 Taishido, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 154-0004 Japan

< ac@tuj.temple.edu € +81-3-5441-9800
1 www.tuj.ac.jp/ug

Stripes Guam is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. This newspaper is authorized for publication by
the Department of Defense for members of the military services overseas. However, the contents of Stripes
Guamare unofficial,and are not to be considered as the official views of, orendorsed by, the U.S.government,
including the Department of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, Stripes Guam may
be distributed through official channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and isolated

locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of those products by the Department
of Defense or Stars and Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication shall be made available
for purchase, use, or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital
status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.
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contain the numbers 1 to 9; and

Each row must contain the h _matfhmak’e!l"g A CAR RENTAL
7 6 each set of 3 by 3 boxes must

3 numbers 1 to 9; each column must
5 1 6 contain the numbers 1 to 9.

477-CARS
PATRIOTCARRENTAL.COM

Answer to Previous Sudoku:

&_}f:””i":lRMGNH

(671)373-2277

 Only dealership with
used cars under 10k!

« Financing Available!

+ Over 150 Cars in stock!

« Free Shuttle Service!

« Serving the community
for over 10 years!

- Military Discounts!

WWw.guamcarmony.com

5(2|3

/ day rentals

$500

/ month rentals

48

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate

131 W Soledad Ave Hagatiia, 96910, Guam
(Across from Hagatna Boat Basin, next to Mosa's Joint restaurant) 477-CARS (2277) 140 Hernan Cortez Ave Hagatna,
GU 96932 across Agana boat basin next to Main Street bakery.
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Open on weekends! Open evenings on weekdays!

w"‘% Island Dental
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Next to American Grocery
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- Army Spc. Logan Knight, a dog handler withthe =~~~ “.
~ 131st Military Working Dog Detachment, g 12

- conducts bite training with Edzsi. =~ i
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Military working dog Lucky — part of the 131st Military Working Dog Detachment — searches miilitary vehicles for contraband during training in Grafenwoehr, Germany.

Building bonds to accomplish the mission

Handlers, military working dogs
must learn to ‘flow together’

By Lypia GORDON
Stars and Stripes

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany
— Some partnerships are built
over time, others through shared
service. But for a military work-
ing dog and its handler, the bond
is both.

Sgt. Brianna Plush and her
canine companion MWD Edszi
initially struggled to build a rap-
port when they were paired with
each other more than four years
ago at Fort Polk, La.

“She was a spitfire,” Plush said
of her Belgian Malinois. “I would
say last year was really when we
started to click together.”

During routine training on
April 16, the pair, assigned to the
131st Military Working Dog De-
tachment in Grafenwoehr, sur-
veyed a motor pool with prac-
ticed ease, searching for staged
contraband among the vehicles.

Working off-leash, Edszi deftly
moved through the inspection,
shifting between focused preci-
sion and brief moments of play-
ful energy as Plush guided her.

“Being a dog handler is like
dancing,” Plush said, adding that
she and Edzsi would sometimes
“step on each other’s toes and
butt heads.”

“Now, we actually have a flow
together,” she said. “So that was
really hard but so worth the proc-
ess.”

Military working dogs at Gra-
fenwoehr are housed in a new
facility on the outskirts of the
installation’s main post. There,
the small detachment of soldiers
and canines train daily to help
safeguard the base in Bavaria.

The unit’s dogs are a mix of
German shepherds, Belgian

Malinois or mixtures of the two.
They receive around-the-clock
care year round and are trained
to detect explosives, narcotics
and other illegal contraband.

Spc. Logan Knight said the
unit’s current focus is primarily
law enforcement, but also main-
taining the ability to deploy and
operate in a combat capacity.

“It’s really amazing how much
of a psychological deterrent they
are,” Knight said.

He has been training with his
dog, MWD Mario, for only a few
months. His previous partner is
heading into retirement.

On average, military working
dogs typically serve until they’re
about 8 to 10 years old, depend-
ing on their health, according to

the nonprofit Mission K9 Rescue.

A typical day for military po-
lice and their canine partners at
Grafenwoehr includes patrolling
the installation, inspecting the
gate area and sweeping facilities.

While handlers often develop
strong bonds with their four-
legged companions, Plush said
the job is not “playing with pup-
pies all day.”

Every day is different, and she
enjoys the lack of repetition that
comes with being a dog handler.

Handlers have the option to

adopt their dogs after retirement.

Edszi is about two or three years
away from that point, but she has
already decided to maintain the
relationship beyond her dog’s
service life.

She said she’ll begin the adop-
tion process once Edszi retires.

gordon.lydia@stripes.com
@lydia_stripes

Army Sgt. Brianna Plush, a dog handler, and military working dog Edzsi prepare to demonstrate how
military dogs take down an aggressive assailant.

'ﬂ' = E o - ik’ W i P o i '. --:. S - " «
Army Pfc. Zane Busic of the 131st Military Working Dog Detachment rewards Lucky for
contraband during training.

identifying
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2 Marines secure
rare win in Army
sniper competition

By Lybpia GorpoN
Stars and Stripes

A pair of Marines captured a
rare victory at the Army-run In-
ternational Sniper Competition,
securing the service’s first win in
nearly 17 years and only the sec-
ond in the event’s history.

Staff Sgt. Tyler Johnson and
Sgt. Spencer Harrell, represent-
ing the Marine Corps Shooting
Team, outperformed a field of
U.S. and NATO sniper teams dur-
ing the five-day event, which con-
cluded April 10.

This year marked the competi-
tion’s 25th anniversary. The Ma-
rine Corps last won in 2009, ac-
cording to the service.

Johnson and Harrell are not of-
ficially designated snipers in the
Marine Corps personnel system.
The former is a rifleman, while
the latter is an anti-tank missile
gunner. Both serve as instructors

with the Weapons Training Bat-
talion in Quantico, Va.

The Marine Corps began res-
tructuring its scout sniper pla-
toons in 2020, phasing out the spe-
cialty in infantry battalions and
shifting it under reconnaissance
battalions in 2023.

Hosted annually at Fort Ben-
ning, Ga., the competition tests
elite shooters through grueling
challenges, including long-range
marksmanship, reconnaissance,
stealth and concealment, accord-
ing to the Army’s website.

Johnson’s facial hair helped
make the duo a favorite among
commenters on the Army Maneu-
ver Center of Excellence’s Face-
book page. The mustache he
sports “could bend physics,” one
of the comments stated.

The Marine Corps Shooting
Team later took to Facebook to
congratulate the pair on their win,

U.S. Army

Staff Sgt. Tyler Johnson and Sgt. Spencer Harrell won first place at the annual International Sniper
competion, held at Fort Benning, Ga., this month, making them only the second Marine Corps team to
achieve this victory and the first since 2009.

though some commenters ex-
pressed disappointment that
Johnson had since shaved the
mustache.

Johnson and Harrell were one
of the only duos in an online photo
gallery of entrants. Most teams

consisted of three members: a
shooter, a spotter and a coach.
The international competition
was held alongside the Best
Jumpmaster and Best Mortar
contests, as well as the Lacerda
Cup — a multi-event infantry

competition testing endurance,
marksmanship and tactical skills
— as part of the Army’s Infantry
Week.

gordon.lydia@stripes.com
@lydia_stripes

Single Marine dad inspires
counselor’s book for kids

By JaN1QuAa RoBINSON
Stars and Stripes

A mental health counselor for
military families was so inspired
by a single Marine’s love and care
for his three children that she
wrote a book about it.

“My Dad Is a Marine: Home Is
Where My Hero Lives,” self-pub-
lished by author Sacra Magdalia
Durandisse in December, is based
on the real-life experiences of
Chief Warrant Officer 4 Juan Arce
and his daughters Soledad, Cami-
la and Alyssa.

“It’s not the first time that you
hear about a single parent, but his
situation to me was a bit unique,”
Durandisse said. “They get to see
the Marine, but they don’t get to
see the sensitive side in how he
loves his children, his daughters,
and that resonated with me.”

The book is written for ages 3 to
11 and depicts everyday moments,
such as school drop-offs and fam-
ily trips, while also addressing the
emotional strain deployments can
place on children.

“I'm proud of really what the
book is about, what it stands for,”
said Durandisse, who plans to use
proceeds from the first 50,000 co-
pies to create a scholarship fund
for single-parent military fam-
ilies.

Arce, a quality assurance offi-
cer with Marine Aviation Logis-

“When he talks
about the girls, the
pride in that is like
that’s his biggest
accomplishment.”

Sacra Magdalia Durandisse
author

tics Squadron 14 at Marine Corps
Air Station Cherry Point in North
Carolina, is scheduled to retire
next year.

“I'm grateful for the recogni-
tion, but this isn’t just my story,”
he said this month. “It represents
the experience of single parents in
uniform who are raising their chil-
dren while serving. If it resonates
with even one person navigating
that path, then it’s worth it.”

Arce said he enlisted in the Ma-
rine Corps in 2003 as an airframe
mechanic. He got married in 2005
and divorced in 2013 after return-
ing from a deployment.

“I maintained S0% custody,” he
said. “When I ended up going to
Japan, I asked if I could get the
kids for a year for the experience.”

Arce later won primary custody
of his two oldest daughters and
said he wanted them to experi-
ence living overseas.

My Dad Is A Marine

Home is where My Hero lives

9, 0@

v ‘”C'R‘A MAGDALIA DURAND

SACRA MAGDALIA DURANDISSE
“My Dad Is a Marine: Home Is
Where My Hero Lives” is based
on the real-life experiences of
Arce and his daughters.

Durandisse said she met Arce in
2022 while he was assigned to Ma-
rine Aerial Refueler Transport
Squadron 152 at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan. She was
working as a military and family
life counselor.

“Officer Arce has all these thin-
gies on his uniform. I don’t know
what they mean, but when he’s
talking about it, he goes on and on
and on,” Durandisse said. “But
here’s the thing. When he talks
about the girls, the pride in that is

JuaN ARce

Chief Warrant Officer 4 Juan Arce and his daughters, from left,
Soledad, Camila and Alyssa, pose at the 2023 Marine Corps Ball in

Wilmington, N.C.

like that’s his biggest accomplish-
ment.”

Military life is often depicted in
movies and television, but few
children’s books focus on the sub-
ject.

“I read it with my youngest and
she loved it,” Arce said. “We could
see the stories, and I was very ex-

cited that she was excited.”

His favorite part about being a
father, he said, is passing on things
he wished he knew when he was
young.

“Teaching them lessons, from
driving to cooking, to just being
able to teach them early on to be
self-sufficient,” he said.
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KAYLYN BARNHART BATISTA/Stars and Stripes

Chief Petty Officer Courtney Dion talks to media in front of the USS Harvey C. Barnum Jr. at Naval Station
Norfolk, Va. Barnum, a Medal of Honor recipient and retired Marine Corps colonel, is Dion’s uncle.

Sailor carries uncle’s legacy
aboard ship named for him

By KAYLYN BARNHART
BaTisTA
Stars and Stripes

NORFOLK, Va. — Before
leaving for boot camp 16 years
ago, Chief Petty Officer Courtney
Dion asked Medal of Honor reci-
pient and retired Marine Corps
Col. Harvey C. Barnum Jr. —
known to her
simply as “Un-
cle Barney”—
for advice.

“Just keep
your head down
and don’t make

a fuss out of JacksoN RoT1/U.S. Navy

Navy taps robotics,
Al firm for $71IM in
ship maintenance

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

A U.S. company has secured a
contract worth up to $71 million
to use robotics and artificial
intelligence to support Navy ship
maintenance, as the service con-
tinues to invest in advanced tech-
nologies.

The Navy and the General
Services Administration awarded
the contract to Pittsburgh-based
Gecko Robotics, which will use
wall-climbing robots, drones and
sensors to scan and monitor
warships for structural issues,
the company said in a news re-
lease.

The contract calls for work
over five years on 18 vessels in
the U.S. Pacific Fleet, including
guided-missile destroyers and
littoral combat ships.

Gecko said its technology uses
Al to create detailed digital mod-
els and identify structural issues,
including those not visible to the
naked eye.

“The previous way of doing
this is putting a ship into dry
dock, building scaffolding all
around the ships and then gath-
ering information, you know,
point by point; gathering very
little information,” company
cofounder Jake Loosararian told
CNBC. “We gather millions more
information and data sets, and
we do so in about three to four
months, faster than has ever

been done before.”

The company did not respond
to a Stars and Stripes request for
additional comment.

The contract reflects the ser-
vice’s broader push to incorpo-
rate a variety of robotics and Al
into shipbuilding and mainte-
nance operations.

In December, Navy Secretary
John Phelan announced a $448
million investment in the Ship-
building Operations System, an
initiative that uses Al to aggre-
gate data, streamline engineering
and identify delays early in the
construction process.

Initial tests showed that plan-
ning submarine construction
schedules was reduced from 160
hours of manual work to less
than 10 minutes, the Navy said in
a Dec. 9 news release.

Other countries are investing
heavily in similar technologies.

In South Korea, companies
including Samsung Heavy Indus-
tries, Hanwha Ocean and HD
Hyundai are expanding the use
of robotics and Al in shipbuild-
ing. HD Hyundai plans to deploy
about 200 robots in its shipyards,
according to a January report by
The Chosun Daily.

Japan is also expected to an-
nounce a $100 million investment
in Al technology, some of which
could support U.S. shipbuilding
efforts, Maritime Executive re-
ported.

anything,” he The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Harvey C.
told her, and she Barnum Barnum Jr. arrives at Naval Station Norfolk, on March 20.

moved through

boot camp just like any other “All the hard work, the hours alties.

recruit, with no one knowing her ~ and hours of training, and the “When the ship got named

family ties to a war hero.

Now, Dion proudly serves
aboard the ship that bears her
uncle’s name, carrying forward
her family’s legacy through her
service.

“To be able to contribute to the
mission and the readiness is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,
and to be a representative of his
legacy is one of the best things,”
said Dion, a hospital corpsman.

The USS Harvey C. Barnum
Jr. was commissioned at its
homeport in Naval Station Nor-
folk on April 11 joining the fleet
as one of the service’s latest Ar-
leigh Burke-class guided missile
destroyers. The ship’s sponsor,
Martha Hill, is Barnum’s wife
and Dion’s aunt.

Barnum was at the ceremony
— a momentous occasion rarely
experienced by a namesake.

separation from your families
was not for nothing,” Barnum
told the crew. “You have pre-
pared this warship, the newest
warship in the fleet. Mission
accomplished, bravo zulu, charge
on.”

Having a living namesake
“with us throughout this entire
process, from new construction
to joining the fleet, it’s just been a
great, great exceptional opportu-
nity. That’s a once-in-a-lifetime
event,” said Cmdr. Ben Cantu,
the ship’s commanding officer.

Barnum received the Medal of
Honor for his actions during the
Vietnam War.

On Dec. 18, 1965, he moved
through enemy fire to lead at-
tacks against entrenched fighters
and, after securing the area,
coordinated the landing of trans-
port helicopters to evacuate casu-

after him, he was speechless,”
Dion said. “I think, every day, he
lives in awe knowing that this is
something that he’s done, be-
cause to him, he’s just doing the
right thing, at the right time, for
the right reasons.”

Dion serves as the senior med-
ical department representative
aboard the ship and is respon-
sible for the health and well-
being of the crew. In 2024, she
was selected as the U.S. Fleet
Forces Command Sailor of the
Year, which recognizes sailors
who exemplify excellence and
leadership.

“His (Barnum’s) devotion to
duty, what he has done in his life,
what he’s been able to achieve,
the experiences that he’s been
able to have, has definitely been
an influence for me to join the
military,” Dion said.

Gecko Robotics

Pittsburgh-based Gecko Robotics will use artificial intelligence to
create detailed digital models and identify structural issues, including
those not visible to the naked eye, in Navy warships.
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CNO: SOUTHCOM doesn’t need carrier

Admiral seeks
to reserve
flattops for
other regions

By GArRY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

The chief of naval operations
wants to come up with an “en-
during naval package” capable of
responding in the U.S. Southern
Command area without an air-
craft carrier.

“I want to reserve the carrier
... for power projection and deter-
rence in the theaters that really
need that kind of capability,”
Adm. Daryl Caudle said March
31 at the Maritime Security Dia-
logue in Washington, D.C. The
event was co-hosted by the Cen-
ter for Strategic and Internation-
al Studies and the U.S. Naval
Institute.

Since President Donald
Trump took office in January
2025, the Navy has at times
strained under a shift in strategic
priorities and military activity
around the world.

Caudle said commanders in all
theaters want carriers as the
paramount response to outside
threats. But with China and Rus-
sia operating in the Indo-Pacific,
the war in Ukraine, and the Mid-
dle East conflict that stretches
from the Arabian Sea north to the
Mediterranean Sea, the demand
for carriers outstrips the supply
when maintenance periods are
factored into plans.

Congress requires that the
Navy maintain a minimum of 11
aircraft carriers, but at any given
time about a third are in mainte-
nance ranging from months to
years. Others are training for a
deployment or have just returned
from months at sea.

Southern Command — which
includes the Atlantic and Pacific
on either side of Central and
South America, along with the
Caribbean — is a possible place
to look at a different kind of re-
sponse, Caudle said.

The key to the Southern Com-
mand region is “maritime do-
main awareness,” Caudle said,
essentially knowing what is going
on at sea in the region in real
time. Southern Command’s
“main problem set” is drug in-
terdiction, traditionally handled
by the U.S. Coast Guard, Caudle
said.

The 2026 National Defense
Strategy promises to “provide
President Trump with credible
military options to use against
narco-terrorists wherever they

SeAmAN ABIGAIL REYES/U.S. Navy

The aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford prepares to pull out of Saint Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, in the Caribbean Sea, on Jan. 26.

ALEXANDER MERCHAK/U.S. Army

U.S. soldiers prepare to transfer UH-60L Black Hawks at Soto Cano
Air Base, Honduras, on March 20. The Navy’s top admiral wants a
U.S. Southern Command response plan that doesn’t require an

aircraft carrier.

may be.”

So last summer and fall, the
Pentagon surged naval assets to
the western Atlantic, Caribbean
and eastern Pacific, major hubs
for drug trafficking.

The aircraft carrier USS Ger-
ald R. Ford and its strike group
were part of the buildup. It
linked up with the USS Iowa
Jima Amphibious Ready Group,
carrying up to 2,500 Marines as
the U.S. ramped up assets for a
possible invasion of Venezuela.

Instead of an invasion, U.S.
Special Forces captured Vene-
zuelan President Nicolas Madu-
ro, who was flown to the United
States to face indictment on drug
and other charges.

“With Venezuela, as you know,
the war was over in about 45
minutes,” Trump said during a
news recent conference.

During the overall campaign
against traffickers, warships —

including Arleigh Burke-class
guided missile destroyers —
have worked in tandem with the
Coast Guard to strike 47 ships
and sites the administration says
are tied to international illicit
drug trafficking. An estimated
160 people have been killed,
according to the Pentagon.

But now that Maduro has been
dislodged from power, the U.S.
faces no significant military
opponent in South America.

“They got the guy they wanted
— there’s nothing left they’d
need an aircraft carrier to do,”
said Mark Cancian, a former
Marine officer who is an analyst
for the Center for Strategic and
International Studies.

The Ford then returned to the
Middle East, where it took up a
central role in the joint Israeli-
U.S. attacks on Iran that began
Feb. 28.

This month, the Ford broke the

consecutive days deployed rec-
ord held by the USS Abraham
Lincoln, which spent 281 days
deployed in 2022.

“For those that are not in the
Navy, that’s an extraordinary
thing to even think about some-
thing of that kind of deployment
length,” Caudle said. “So my
hat’s off to the Ford.”

Caudle said he was seeking
ways to triage the military re-
sponse in the Southern Com-
mand region so that aircraft
carriers aren’t automatically
dispatched again.

U.S. Army Gen. Francis L.
Donovan, the SOUTHCOM com-
mander, needs ships, aircraft and
other resources to match the
demands that arise in the region.

“What does Gen. Donovan
need an ‘enduring package’ to
look like?” Caudle said.

Options mentioned include a
forward staging base. Southern
Command currently operates
from its headquarters in Doral,
Fla.

Unlike Europe and Asia, where
the U.S. has large military in-
stallations, the American pres-
ence in Central and South Amer-
ica is relatively small.

The U.S. operates a large base
in Comayagua, in Honduras, Soto
Cano Air Base. And the U.S. has
retained Naval Base Guantana-
mo Bay, in Cuba, but it is prima-
rily used for logistics and deten-
tion of prisoners.

Caudle said it could mean
assigning a littoral combat ship
— designed for coastal oper-
ations — or an amphibious trans-
port dock that could carry a
ready-response Marine unit.

“Can I put together a thing that

solves his problem?” Caudle said.

Cancian said the U.S. could
redevelop and expand facilities
at Roosevelt Roads Naval Station
in Puerto Rico.

Or it could work with an allied
country to build a joint base, and
the U.S. could pay for airport
runway improvements, for in-
stance.

The crux of the issue in the
region is that operations have
largely been the job of the Coast
Guard.

“I would imagine there is a lot
of intense conversation going on
right now between the Navy and
the Coast Guard, with the Navy
saying these roles are for the
Coast Guard and the Coast Guard
saying we don’t have the person-
nel or equipment for the job,”
Cancian said. “There’s a lot of
money in the pipeline for the
Coast Guard, but it will take
years for major changes.”

Having aircraft carriers off
Venezuela when the U.S. was
threatening a major bombing
campaign or full-scale invasion
might have made sense, Cancian
said. And, Trump may harbor a
desire to topple the communist
government in Cuba.

But overall, Cancian said,
there aren’t the kind of threats in
the region that Trump has desig-
nated as America’s top priority
that require a major military
response.

“Whatever the ‘enduring naval
package’ that Adm. Caudle puts
together, it will have to be
stitched together over time if
we’re seeking a long-term pres-
ence,” he said.

warner.gary@stripes.com
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Pentagon seeks to hoost spouse em

Leaders urged
to be more
flexible in their
hiring practices

By CHAD GARLAND
Stars and Stripes

The Pentagon wants leaders in
the armed services to do more to
combat persistently high military
spouse unemployment, which
sits at 20% — five times the na-
tional average.

To address the disparity, the
armed forces are directing senior
leaders to maximize the use of
hiring flexibilities for military
spouses, Anthony Tata, defense
undersecretary for personnel
and readiness, said in a state-
ment April 8 on X.

That includes waiving rules
that may create challenges for
those seeking work overseas.

“Hiring military spouses is
smart business and the right
thing to do for our warriors &
their families,” Tata said. “This
immediate change will make it
easier for talented military
spouses to secure opportunities
in the Department.”

Among the obstacles, he said,
was that the Department of De-
fense Education Activity could
not extend job offers to military
spouses with teaching licenses
until 30 days before their perma-
nent change of station move.

James MiTcHELL/U.S. Navy

Staff members of the Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka Child and Youth Program host a job fair for

dependents in Japan last May.

That creates “economic in-
security for our military families
and unnecessary vacancies in
our schools,” Tata said.

Under changes introduced
recently, military spouses now
can apply and be hired upon
receiving official change of sta-
tion orders, he said.

In a memorandum accompa-
nying the social media post, Tata
said DOD must eliminate unnec-
essary barriers to military spous-
es joining the civilian workforce.

A yearlong Stars and Stripes
investigation published in 2023
found that an overseas assign-

ment meant living on the edge of
poverty for thousands of U.S.
military families.

The reason for that hardship
after being sent to Europe was
rooted in a loss of income result-
ing from U.S. and NATO country
prohibitions that keep military
spouses from working overseas.

Since then, the U.S. has
reached agreements with some
European countries, such as
Italy, to allow military spouses to
work remotely for their Amer-
ican employers.

Still, obstacles remain for
many overseas Spouses.

Tata’s post urged the use of
alternative work sites for spouses
accompanying military members
on orders outside a job’s primary
duty location.

In addition, he called on DOD
hiring managers to consider
military spouses before all other
candidates who are ineligible for
hiring preferences.

Tata also directed agencies to
develop lists of qualified military
spouses, including by using con-
tinuous job announcements not
tied to particular vacancies so
that human resources teams can
fill résumé banks of military

ployment

spouses they can quickly hire
when vacancies open.

The moves come after aggres-
sive attempts by President Do-
nald Trump’s administration to
shrink the federal workforce by
implementing hiring freezes and
offering incentives for resigna-
tions and early retirement.

Just over a year ago, after
instituting a hiring freeze, De-
fense Secretary Pete Hegseth
announced plans to reduce and
restructure the department’s
civilian labor force to make it
“lean, mean and prepared to
win.”

As aresult, the DOD saw an
exodus of about 10% of its civilian
employees last year, shedding
about 81,000 of them, the Daily
Wire reported in February, citing
Pentagon data.

But the restructuring and un-
filled vacancies were causing low
morale and lost capability, while
overseas civilians trying to rotate
back stateside faced the prospect
of demotions and pay cuts, De-
fenseOne reported.

A recent search of the govern-
ment hiring website USA Jobs
turned up over 2,300 postings for
which military spouses were
eligible, with a total of just over
8,000 open to the public.

The unemployment rate in
March was at 4.3%, the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics reported
April 3, with the jobless rate for
women at 4%, compared with
3.8% for men.

garland.chad@stripes.com
@chadgarland

Air Force reduces training days for SkillBridge program

By JENNIFER H. SvaN
Stars and Stripes

The Air Force is reducing the
number of days that airmen and
guardians are given to sharpen
their job skills in the private
sector as they prepare to leave
the military.

Changes to the popular SKkill-
Bridge program affect all ranks,
but the highest grades will now
have the fewest days allowed for
career training during their last
six months of service, according
to the new policy.

Airmen and guardians previ-
ously were given up to 180 days
to intern full time with an ap-
proved commercial partner
while still receiving their mil-
itary pay and benefits.

The new limitations balance
the need for units to maintain
readiness while also ensuring
personnel “can access opportuni-
ties aimed to support their transi-
tion to the civilian workforce,”
the Air Force said in a recent
statement.

Around 200,000 service mem-

bers transition from military
service to civilian life each year,
according to a 2024 Government
Accountability Office report.

In 2022, SkillBridge said that
over 22,500 service members had
either enrolled in or completed a
training program, according to
the GAO. As of June 2024, the
program offered 7,959 opportuni-
ties through 4,867 industry part-
ners, the report said.

Air Force noncommissioned
officers at the E-8 and E-9 pay
grades, along with senior war-
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rant officers and lieutenant colo-
nels in the service are now limit-
ed to 60 days of career training
under the new guidance. It took
effect March 31.

Mid-grade ranks get 90 days
now, while lower-level enlisted
personnel and officers can take
up to 120 days. Air Force colo-
nels, meanwhile, require “special
exception to policy approval” to
participate in SkillBridge train-
ing, according to the announce-
ment.

For Space Force personnel,
those at the pay grade of E-9 or
0-6 and above are limited to 90
days, while all lower-ranking
guardians have a maximum of
120 days in the program.

The new guidelines also raised
the approval authority to squad-
ron commanders and above.
Previously, first-line supervisors
such as section leaders could
authorize participation, Air and
Space Forces Magazine reported
this month.

Some current and former air-
men expressed disappointment

with the change and told of the
benefits they had gained from
the transition program.

“Skillbridge was huge for me,
not just the internship but the
time necessary to interview and
relocate,” a poster in the Air
Force’s Reddit community said
this month.

The message also said the
writer would not have found
their current job without the
program.

Another commenter wrote that
the longer a person’s military
service, the harder the transition
can be.

“I feel this is an overall detri-
ment for those using the pro-
gram,” the commenter said.

The changes align the Air
Force with the other services.
The Army, Navy and Marine
Corps in recent years have im-
plemented a rank-based tiered
system that is more favorable to
junior enlisted personnel.

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
@stripesktown
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