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What my military childhood taught me

STORY AND PHOTO BY YERIANYS PADIN CARO,
12TH GRADE, ZAMA MIDDLE HIGH SCHOOL

Congratulate
a 2020 grad!

Our annual Grad Tab highlighting s my senior year comes to an end, I find myself looking
Pacific DODEA high schools and their back at a life filled with deployments, new schools, air-

graduating classes will appearin the port goodbyes, and countdown calendars. Being a mili-
May 25 edition of Stripes Guam. tary child is not just something you say. It is something you live
For just $25, customize your own every single day.

E;Zf:agfet:g itt}g',l‘l.appear in this When I was little, it was hard to understand why my dad had
to leave so often. I did not understand what deployment really
meant. [ just knew that he would pack his bags, hug us tight, and
be gone for months. I remember asking when he would come
back. I remember missing him at school events and family din-
ners. As a child, it felt confusing and unfair.

Through it all, my mom was our strength. She always puts us
before anything. No matter how hard it was for her, she made
sure we felt safe, supported, and loved. She kept our home calm
when everything else felt unsure. Looking back, I realize how
much she carried so that we would not feel the full weight of it.

As time went by and we grew older, my dad continued to
deploy, attend training schools, and leave for long periods of

What you need:

» A photo of the graduate

o Graduate’s first name

« Your name, as you want it to appearin
print (e.g. “Suzy & Steve” or “Mom & Dad”)

« A congratulatory message of no
more than 20 words

» The graduate’s high school

Send info by May 11, 5 p.m. to
PacificGrad@stripes.com

and a Stripes representative will
follow-up with you right away.

SEE CHILDHOOD ON PAGE 2

Growing up as a devil dog’s daughter

BY ADRIANA ANDERSON, trees and rows of white crosses, I felt proud,
STHGRABE, yet also a little sad, thinking about the sac-
OKINAWA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL INTERNATIONAL : % ] e
rifices military members and their families
make.

GUAM JAPAN FESTIVAL

Marine, it means growing up with con-

. ; F or me, as the daughter of a United States

stant change, adventure, and learning

Later, we lived in Virginia during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Even though that time was
uncertain, living in America was still exciting

TO BE HELD AT YPAO BEACH how to be resilient. DRES AT T S 5 Ak 48]
ONAPRIL 11 I was born in Okinawa, Japan, eleven years ;| * ° fagmily P P
PAGE 12 ago. A few years after that, we moved to Ger- i

many. Living there was exciting, but some-
times hard. I made friends from many differ-
ent places, but I always knew we might have
to say goodbye sooner than I wanted.

I especially remember visiting Belleau
Wood in France, where U.S. Marines fought
bravely in World War 1. It was there that Ma-
rines earned their famous nickname, the “Dev-
il Dogs,” because of their courage. Walking
through the quiet cemetery, surrounded by tall

One amazing part of being a military child
is traveling. By now, I have lived in or vis-
ited 29 countries on four continents (in some
countries more than once). Living in different
places has taught me how to be kind, open-
minded, and respectful toward other cultures.

Now I am back in Okinawa again. I am
thankful for this chapter, especially recon-
necting with my Okinawan nanny, Aika-san.
Military life is not always easy, but it has
made me open-minded, grateful, and resilient.
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CHILDHOOD: ‘This journey makes you braver than you know’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

time. It never became easy. You never fully
get used to saying goodbye to someone you
love. But a part of me learned to understand. I
knew that in a few months he would be back.
I learned patience. I learned how to count
down the days. I learned how to be strong
even when I missed him a lot.

Moving became normal. New schools
have become normal. Making friends and
then having to say goodbye became normal.
Starting over in new places, sometimes even
new countries, shaped how I see the world. I
learned that home is not just one place. Home
is wherever your family is.

Being a military child taught me more than
I could ever learn in a classroom. It taught
me resilience. It taught me independence. It
taught me how to adapt to change and not be
afraid of it. It taught me how to sit with un-
certainty and still move forward.

Guam’s
Fastest
Home
Internet.

671-688-CARE | docomopacific.com

*All offers are available for active-duty service members and veterans residing in serviceable
locations. 12-month contract is required for Internet plans. 24-month Internet contract is required
for Fiber Internet. To receive 5Gig symmetrical speeds, a CAT6 wired connection is required.
DOCOMO PACIFIC reserves the right to change promotional details and duration at any time.
Additional installation fees and conditions may apply. While supplies last.

The only thing I would ever change is hav-
ing my dad with me all the time. No child
wants to spend holidays, birthdays, or every-
day moments without their parents. That part
never gets easier. But I also know that my dad
gave us an incredible life. Because of his ser-
vice, I experienced places, cultures, and les-
sons that many people never will.

People often say military kids serve too.
And in a way we do. We carry the strength we
had to build early. We learn how to say good-
bye and still stay strong.

Now, as I am preparing to graduate high
school, my dad has just retired after 28 years
of service. It feels like the end of one chap-
ter and the beginning of another. While I am
stepping into my future, he is stepping into a
new season of life too.

I am proud of my dad for his sacrifice.

I am proud of my mom for her strength.

And I am proud of the person this life
shaped me to be.
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Internet Premium

250Mbps Download ¥
10Mbps Upload ¢
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INTERNET
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I am proud because, to us, we learned to
call home every place we were together.

To all the military kids out there, stay
strong and remember this journey makes you
braver than you know.

Writer s bio: Yerianys Padin Caro is a
senior at Zama Middle High School who
enjoys staying involved in both academics
and extracurriculars. She's currently taking
fashion dual enrollment courses to prepare
for a future career in fashion and recently
started a fashion club to share her creativity
and ideas with other students.

Internet Extreme
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For a limited time, Everyone gets $400 OFF
Samsung Galaxy S26 Ultra with a LIVE Unlimited plan.
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Ascura and Mariano judge a race between students wearing a
Navy K9 training suit, and a Marine Corps flak jacket and kevlar.

A
Mariano and Staff Sgt. Kelli Williams help a student with gear.

‘They supported me my entire young adult life’

STORY AND PHOTOS BY CHELSEY SUAREZ-PIERCE,
MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP BLAZ

AGAT — On Feb. 27, Marines assigned to Marine Corps Base
Camp Blaz volunteered at Oceanview Middle School’s career
fair, supporting an initiative designed to encourage early career
exploration and professional development. Among the par-
ticipating service members were three Marines who had once
walked the same halls as the students they were now address-
ing. The Marines returned to their alma mater, reconnecting
with former teachers, faculty, and classmates who now serve as
educators at the school.

The event featured a booth-style setup, where students were
encouraged to visit all participating tables, take notes, and ask
any questions that sparked their curiosity. Through engaging
video reels, props, and enthusiasm, the Marines were able to
engage the students and even spark a friendly Navy and Marine
Corps competition. The Marines shared details about the di-
verse occupational specialties within the Marine Corps, as well
as the physical demands of training. They also highlighted a
variety of opportunities available to Marines, including travel,

education, and professional development. Through these in-
teractions, students gained a deeper understanding of what it
means to be a United States Marine, and, perhaps even more
importantly, what it means to be a Marine serving on the island
of Guam.

“This school, this village, and these teachers and faculty
supported me throughout my entire young adult life,” said
Gunnery Sgt. Jessica Suarez-Pierce, manpower chief, Head-
quarters Company, Marine Corps Base Camp Blaz. “Having
the opportunity to return to my school and support the growth
of the next generation on the island I call home is one of the
greatest rewards the Marine Corps has given me.”

During the fair, several faculty members and teachers vis-
ited the Camp Blaz booth, proudly welcoming their former
students back and admiring their achievements. “Having our
former students return as Marines and give back to the school
is truly special,” said Dr. Rose F. Castro, Principal of Ocean-
view Middle School. “Watching them grow, both personally
and professionally, and hearing about their successes is one of
the greatest joys we experience as educators.”

‘We’re here to be part of the community’

STORY AND PHOTOS BY CPL. BRAYDEN DANIEL,
MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP BLAZ

YIGO — Marines assigned to Marine Corps Base Camp Blaz
spent the morning collecting trash and clearing debris along
Finegayan Elementary School’s fence line and playground area
before trading work gloves for handshakes and high-fives with
students during lunch and recess on Feb. 27, 2026.

The volunteer effort, coordi-
nated between the installation
and school officials, focused
on improving the appearance
and safety of the campus while
building meaningful con-
nections with local families.
Armed with trash bags and
rakes, Marines moved method-
ically along the school’s outer
boundary, removing litter and
overgrown brush that had ac-
cumulated along the fence line.

School administrators said
the cleanup made an immedi-
ate impact on the campus envi-
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ronment and demonstrated the Marine CorpsLance Cpl. Mark Dvoskin plays a game with students.

Marines’ continued investment
in the island community.

After completing the cleanup, the Marines joined students
for lunch and recess, answering questions about life in the Ma-
rine Corps and participating in playground games. For many
students, it was a chance to interact with service members they
often see in uniform throughout the island.

“As Marines stationed in Guam, we’re not just here to train
— we’re here to be part of the community,” said Pfc. Gabri-
el Cajas, military police, Provost Marshal’s Office, MCBCB.
“Opportunities like this show that we stand ready to help and
support the people who call this island home.”

The event is one of several community engagement efforts
conducted by Marines aboard the installation, underscoring
Camp Blaz’s role not only as a growing operational hub in the
Indo-Pacific, but also as a trusted partner dedicated to service
beyond the gate.

For the Marines involved, the day served as a reminder that
even small acts — picking up trash, sharing a meal or pushing
a swing — can strengthen relationships and reinforce a simple
message: Camp Blaz is here to
help.

“The students enjoyed hav-
ing the Marines here,” said
Rose Salas, a Finegayan Ele-
mentary School faculty mem-
ber. “They had so much fun
interacting with them, shar-
ing lunch and spending time
together during recess, and it
meant a great deal to our fac-
ulty and staff to see that con-
nection; it reminds the students
that Marines at Camp Blaz
are not just service members
but role models. We look for-
ward to welcoming them back

|\ 3
.-

again.”

As the Marine Corps Service Component for Joint Region
Marianas, MCBCB provides power projection capabilities from
which operational forces train, deploy, redeploy, and reconsti-
tute; while providing support to tenant organizations, military
personnel, and their families. MCBCB operates a training base
that promotes the combat readiness of the Fleet Marine Force
(FMF) and the missions of other tenant commands. MCBCB
provides training venues, facilities, services, and support that
meets the Marine Corps’ future combat requirements and is re-
sponsive to the needs of Marines, Sailors, and their families.

Sgt. Alex Rivera plays a game with students.
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5-star TRICARE rating for USNH Guam

BY REGENA KOWITZ,
U.S. NAVAL HOSPITAL GUAM

he U.S. Naval Hospital on Guam
T has earned a 5-star rating in the TRI-

CARE Inpatient Satisfaction Survey
(TRISS) for the fourth quarter of fiscal year
2025, the eighth time in the past three years
the hospital has received the survey’s high-
est distinction.

The TRISS measures patients’ percep-
tions of their hospital experience, from
communication with clinicians to discharge
planning and overall confidence in the care
they receive. In a forward-deployed setting
like Guam, hospital staff say those expe-
riences are what build the confidence that
encourages service members and families
to seek care early, stay engaged with their
treatment, and return when new health con-
cerns arise — all factors that directly support
medical readiness. That confidence starts
with transparency.

Throughout the hospital’s inpatient units,
interdisciplinary teams meet repeatedly dur-
ing the day to ensure every member of the
care team, and every patient, understands
the plan of care. Clinicians present options,
explain risks and benefits, and invite pa-
tients to make informed decisions based on
their personal goals and values.

“All members of our staff meet and dis-
cuss regularly during the day to keep all
parties informed on the plan of care, and so
patients are able to get consistent and ac-
curate updates on their plan,” said Lt. Al-
exander Pazevic, a Navy physician and

AL AR AR NE
P UL

the Multi-Service Unit director. “Plans are
made through shared decision making, out-
lining the risks and benefits, allowing the
patient to make a personalized and informed
decision on how they want to proceed based
on their goals and preferences rather than
blanket decisions that leave them out of the
loop.”

Pazevic said that approach is particularly
important for active-duty patients who may
delay seeking care if they fear how a diag-
nosis could affect their careers. By focus-
ing on clear communication and long-term
health, the team helps patients understand
that medical decisions are made in partner-
ship with them, not for them.

Across the inpatient units, that ap-
proach is most visible in the one-on-one
interactions that patients and their families

USAA AUTO INSURANCE

MEMBERS WHO
SWITCHED SAVED

840:
N\

PER YEAR ON AVERAGE'

Cover your ride with USAA and pull up with great

service, easier claims and more ways to save:

¢ Living on base?
» Safe driving?

¢ Bundling auto with USAA
home or renters insurance*
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— =

IN PENNSYLVANIA, WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO QUOTE ANY INDIVIDUAL A PREMIUM RATE FOR THE INSURANCE ADVERTISED HEREIN.

Sailors from U.S.
Naval Hospital
Guam prepare for
theirannual dress
whites inspection.
Sailors onisland
will not switch from
their dress white
uniform to their
dress blue uniform
in the fall with the
rest of the fleet

due to the island’s
climate.

Photo by Petty Officer
3rd Class Kristina Rasco,
U.S. Navy

remember long after they leave the hospital.

“Our nurses and corpsmen bringing a
positive attitude and a passion for helping
those in need, despite reprioritization of
tasks throughout the day or night, are what
make the biggest difference to patients and
their families,” said Lt. Alysa Valdez, a
Navy clinical nurse specialist in the Multi-
Service Unit. “Seeing staff members take
a moment to sit, listen and even provide a
warm embrace has helped to ease the heart-
felt burdens of the unexpected circumstanc-
es families face.”

Valdez described a pediatric case in which
the entire care team coordinated to mini-
mize a painful procedure, retrieve medica-
tions for the family, and conduct discharge
teaching together in a seamless, patient-cen-
tered process that ensured the family left the

hospital feeling confident and supported.

For the hospital’s junior Sailors, that kind
of experience helps them grow from corps-
men fresh out of training into skilled and
caring medical professionals.

Hospital Corpsman st Class Sara Barre-
da, directorate leading petty officer for nurs-
ing services, said watching new corpsmen
“fresh from Corpsman A school” grow into
confident caregivers is one of the most re-
warding parts of her role.

“From assisting in a patient’s first labor
to supporting end of life care, our corpsmen
are entrusted with significant responsibility
early in their careers,” Barreda said. “Their
ability to combine clinical competence with
genuine compassion reflects the strength
of our training and the culture we cultivate
within our directorate.”

In the Mother-Baby Unit, that culture is
sustained through constant collaboration
across departments and a strong emphasis
on mentorship. Nurses, corpsmen, and clini-
cians train together, learn from one another,
and maintain continuous communication so
patients experience a single, unified team.

When asked what specific actions by
nurses make the biggest difference to pa-
tients and their families, U.S. Navy Lt.
Katherine Leonard, perinatal clinical nurse
specialist, said it is “their willingness to go
the extra mile for their patients, not only to
keep them safe and provide competent care,
but to make them feel connected to their
care team and ensure that they have a spe-
cial birth experience.”

Scan to get a quote. 800-531-8521

1 Potential average savings based on a countrywide survey conducted March 6, 2025 to April 4, 2025 of new customers who self-reported savings when they switched to USAA Auto Insurance between July 1, 2024 to March 26, 2025. Individual savings may vary and isn’t guaranteed. 2 This is a
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“membership” refers to membership in USAA Membership Services and does not convey any legal or ownership rights in USAA. Restrictions apply and are subject to change. Property and casualty insurance underwritten by United Services Automobile Association (USAA), USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA
General Indemnity Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, NOBLR Reciprocal Exchange, based in San Antonio, Texas; USAA EU DAC (Europe), and USAA EU DAC UK Branch (United Kingdom) and is available only to persons eligible for property and casualty group membership. Each company has
sole financial responsibility for its own products. Coverages subject to the terms and conditions of the policy. No Department of Defense or government agency endorsement. © 2026 USAA. 6796463.3.0126
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BY CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER SARAMUIR,
U.S. COAST GUARD FORCES MICRONESIA /
SECTOR GUAM

SANTA RITA — The crew of USCGC
Frederick Hatch patrolled more than 500
miles of U.S. waters from Guam to the
remote Northern Mariana Islands during
a 20-day operation to secure U.S. waters,
deter illegal migration, and enforce federal
law across one of the nation’s most expan-
sive maritime regions.

The Frederick Hatch crew deployed
February 9 through March 1 as part of Op-
eration Rematau, the Coast Guard’s stand-
ing law enforcement and security opera-
tion in Micronesia. The crew logged 186
hours underway, maintaining a persistent
presence in U.S. territorial waters and the
exclusive economic zone to detect, deter,
and disrupt illegal activity, and to provide
search-and-rescue capability. The patrol
stretched across waters surrounding Guam,
Saipan, Tinian, and the remote volcanic is-
lands of Pagan and Agrihan.

“When we pulled into Pagan and Agri-
han and handed supplies to people who
haven’t seen a ship in months, you re-
member why this job matters. We secure
these waters for the residents and the na-
tion. That same sense of purpose motivated
this crew through four days of searching
for a missing swimmer off Tanguisson in
heavy seas,” said Lt. Anna Maria Vaccaro,
commanding officer of USCGC Frederick
Hatch.

Securing the waters from Guam to the
Northern Islands The CNMI’s Northern Is-
lands stretch hundreds of miles across open
ocean with no permanent law enforce-
ment presence, making them vulnerable to

ﬁi ﬁh .‘;’E vk i
Any Lift.
Anywhere.
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NCCCO Certified Operator

DENZAI America Inc.

illegal and unauthorized maritime ac-
tivity. Frederick Hatch provided that
presence, patrolling offshore and moni-
toring vessel traffic to ensure the Coast
Guard maintained a clear picture of who
was operating in U.S. waters.

The cutter also embarked a Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
Department of Fish and Wildlife offi-
cer for four days to observe offshore
maritime activity and assess condi-
tions around the remote Northern Is-
lands, strengthening the interagency
partnership that underpins federal
law enforcement in the region and
protects living marine resources.

Supplies delivered to Pagan and
Agrihan While operating in the
Northern Islands, Frederick Hatch’s
crew transported 1,500 pounds of
food and supplies from Saipan
and delivered them to the
small number of residents liv-
ing on Pagan and Agrihan. The
two volcanic islands sit roughly
200 miles north of Saipan with
no regular transportation links,
and the cutter’s patrol provided
an opportunity to resupply their
communities. The delivery re-
flects the Coast Guard’s role in the region:
securing remote U.S. territory while serv-
ing its residents.

Search and rescue off Tanguisson Beach
On the evening of February 10, a 22-year-
old swimmer was swept beyond the reef
line by strong rip currents at Tanguis-
son Beach on Guam’s western coast. The
Frederick Hatch crew executed a short-
notice recall and got underway that night
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On Feb. 22, the crew of the USCGC
Frederick Hatch delivers supplies
to the residents of Agrihan Island.
Photos by U.S. Coast Guard

Frederick Hatch serves communities during patrol

. to conduct 96
hours of offshore
' '1 search opera-

1 tions. The cutter
| worked alongside

b Coast Guard Sta-

tion Apra Harbor

'1 boat crews, Heli-

copter Sea Com-

bat Squadron 25,

Guam Fire Res-

cue, Guam Police,

and Guam Nation-

al Guard aviation

assets in the multi-
agency effort.

“Our crew sends our
deepest condolences to
the family and friends
of the swimmer who re-

mains missing. We
hope our effort pro-
vides some measure
of peace in these
difficult times,” said
Vaccaro.

Building the crew to meet the mission
Frederick Hatch advanced crew readi-
ness throughout the patrol, qualifying five
members in roles ranging from quarter-
master of the watch to boat deck captain.
The crew also completed multiple dam-
age control and engineering training drills
to sharpen its ability to respond under de-
manding conditions.
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;!"” & DENZAI

DENZAI America Inc.

671- 647 5762/5763

inquiry.america@denzai.group

www.denzai.group
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AVILLAGE PROFILE COURTESY OF GUAMPEDIA

Editor’s Note: The U.S. territory of Guam is comprised of 19 villages, many with their own distinct character, history q '
and points of interest. Stripes Guam and Guampedia have joined forces to present this weekly feature on each of them s, J/
in the hopes that it will help our readers get out — and get to know — our gracious hosts. To learn more about Guam's

people, history, culture and places, visit: guampedia.com

7

Inarajan (Inalahan)
-----Old-world Spanish-style charm .. ...

e
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Legendary Chief Gadao paddles his half of a canoe to Inalahan after outsmarting a Tumon chiefin a contest of strength.

GET TO KNOW

Photo by Nathalie Pereda, Guampedia

BY LEO BABAUTA,
GUAMPEDIA

T he village’s CHamoru name, Inaldhan, proba-

r’s, thus changing the village’s name to Inarajan. The
official spelling was changed in 2021 to Inaladhan.
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Village history

Not much is known about the early inhabitants of
Inalahan, which was a village before the Spanish ar-
rived on Guam. The village was officially established
in 1680 by the Spanish, along with St. Joseph Church,
and was one of the main villages on Guam during the
Spanish era. The village was designed in the Spanish
custom with the church as its focus.

The Spanish were also responsible for an unusual
addition to the residents of the village, as the residents
of the northernmost Mariana Islands, known as Géani
(including Anatahan, Sarigan, Alamagan, Pagan, Agri-
han, and Asuncion), were relocated to Inaldhan and
Malesso’ in the late 1600s. The Spanish relocation of
the CHamorus, including the consolidation of the vil-
B lages of Guam, was done to better control the local

' e : - people during the Spanish-CHamoru wars that were
This historic photo, circa 1950, shows Inarajan’s main street going on at the time. There is still a section of Inaldhan
surrounded by homes some built in the early 1900s. Inarajan known as “As Gani” today.

is one of two Guam villages (the other is Hagatfia) designated . . S
as an historic district. National Park Services The St. Joseph Church is named after the village’s

bly refers to the d/a or large woven coconut-
leaf harvest baskets for which the village was
noted. The name could also be derived from the word
hdlla, meaning to pull something or move something
with a rope tied to it. In written historical documents,
the Spanish changed all the I’s in CHamoru words to

Left: Hungry customers wait for their order at McKraut’s Fast Food located along Malojloj Highway. Right: Bear Rock, farright, is a large natural rock formation at the edge of Agfayan Bay. Photos by Nathalie Pereda, Guampedia
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patron saint of San Jose or St. Joseph. It contains a
large statue of St. Joseph that, according to oral tradi-
tion, was brought to Guam by the Spanish, who intend-
ed to bring it to Humétak. But a storm prevented the
ship from going to Humatak, and it ended up landing
in Inalahan, where the statue remained.

The church has been rebuilt several times, and the
current church was built in 1939. It was damaged dur-
ing the bombing of World War II, and in the earthquake
of 1993, the church’s steeple fell to the ground. It was
rehabilitated in the late 1990s by the Parish Council,
the church Pastor, and parishioners.

The church is famous as being the burial site of Fa-
ther Jesus Baza Duenas, a local martyr who was one of
the only two CHamoru priests on Guam during World
War II. Father Duenas was arrested on 8 July 1944 in
Inaléhan by the Japanese police on suspicion of aid-
ing the American fugitive, Navy radioman George
Tweed. Father Duenas had also angered the Japanese
authorities by opposing official directives and calling
the two Japanese priests on Guam propagandists for
Japan. He was tortured, along with his nephew, for-
mer Island Attorney Eduardo Duenas, at Inaldhan and
at the police headquarters in Agana Heights. On July
12, the two men were beheaded at Tai, a section in the
village of Mangilao. Father Duenas’s body was ex-
humed in March 1945 and reburied under the altar of
St. Joseph’s, where he had served. The island’s only
Catholic boys’ high school in Tai, Mangilao is named
after him.

While Inaldhan, sitting so close to the sea, has been
hit hard by a number of typhoons, the most notable in-
clude a supertyphoon in 1900 that killed twenty-eight
Inaldhan residents when huge waves engulfed
the village, and Typhoon Allyn, which destroyed A
many homes in the village in 1949. /
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Inalahan Elementary School
This school, built in 1997, is a Guam Department of
Education elementary school. It is located south of the
main village.

Established in the late 17th century, St. Joseph’s Church has
been rebuilt several times by the community most recently in
the late 1990s. Photo by Nathalie Pereda, Guampedia

Inalahan Middle School
Inalahan Middle School, one of eight public middle
schools, was constructed in 1973 and served as a high
school until the late 1990s. It is now a small middle
school that sits atop a hill above the village.

St. Joseph Church

Inalahan’s Catholic church was established by the
Spanish in late 1680 and has been rebuilt several times,
most recently in the late 1990s. It has been the center of
the village for several hundred years. The village holds
two fiestas for its patron saint: one in March in honor
of St. Joseph, Husband of Mary, and another in May in
honor of St. Joseph, the Worker.

Ancient pictographs adorn a wall of Gadao’s Cave in Guaifan,
Inarajan. This particular symbol has become a Guam cultural
icon Photo by Nathalie Pereda, Guampedia

Left: Talofofo Bay Bea

This village at a glance

» Population: As of the 2010 US Census, the population
was 2,273.

« Village officials: Anthony P. Chargualaf, Mayor 2020 -
Present; Doris Flores Lujan, Mayor, 2013-2020; Franklin
M. Taitague, Mayor, 2001-2012; Jesse L.G. Perez, Mayor,
1993-2001; Juan C. Cruz, Commissioner/Mayor, 1989-
1993; Jaime D.S. Paulino, Commissioner, 1981-1989;
Alfred S.N. Flores, Commissioner, 1976-1981; Jose P.
San Nicolas, Commissioner, 1973-1976; Joaquin S.N.
Diego, Commissioner, 1944-1973; Pedro M. Mantanona,
Commissioner, 1935-1944; Mariano R. Leon Guerrero,
Commissioner, 1935; Enrique Paulino Naputi, Commis-
sioner, 1928; Romaldo C. Diego, Commissioner, 1919;
Manuel D. Flores, Commissioner, 1917; Mariano R. Leon
Guerrero, Commissioner, 1910; Jesus Aguon Flores,
Commissioner, 1900; (No information is available for
the century between Jesus Aguon Flores and Juan Mesa
Naputi); Juan Mesa Naputi, Commissioner, 1800; Jose
Evaristo Duenas, Commissioner, (no date provided);
Jose Meno, Commissioner, (no date provided); Antonio
(Julian) Mantanona, Commissioner, (no date provided)
Enemesio S.N. Diego, Deputy Commissioner, 1935-
1944; Pedro M. Mantanona, Deputy Commissioner,
1928; Ramon Guzman Fejeran, Deputy Commissioner,
1919; Jose L.G. Fejeran, Deputy Commissioner, 1917.

- The preceding list was provided by Konsehelon Ma-
hot Guahan, the Mayor’s Council of Guam.

« Village description: To the outside eye, the village of
Inaldhan seems to have been untouched by the hand of
change. Itis known as the most distinctly Spanish-style
village on theisland, with the village proper on Inaldhan
Bay, remaining basically intact over the decades.

Avisitor could drive through the small Spanish barrio-
style streets, which until recently were one-way streets,
and see the history of Inaldhan in its old houses. The
houses reflect a mixture of architecture influenced by
the Spanish period and the early American period (early
1900s).

The village retains many of its traditional ways, with
the St. Joseph Church still at the center of many activi-
ties, including the village’s annual fiestas. Residents of
the village are still a small number of families whose
roots are deeply entwined in Inalahan. Very few outsid-
ers have moved into the village, and very few modern
structures have been erected.

Part of what gives Inalahan its heritage-rich flavor is
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San Isidro Church

Located in the district of Malojloj, this Catholic
church is a more recent structure than St. Joseph’s.
However, Malojloj residents take equal pride in their
celebration of the Malojloj fiesta in May every year in
honor of their patron saint, San Isidro.

Baptist Church ruins
Colorful bouganvilla cover the last remaining wall
of the church which was initially constructed in the
early 1900s adjacent to the Gef Pa’go Cultural Village
along Inaldhan Bay. Beside it is a statue of legendary
Chief Gadao erected in the late 1980s.

Gadao’s Cave
Located in the area of Guaifan, near the entrance
to Inaldhan Bay, is a cave with ancient pictographs of
stick figure people well known on Guam and often used

B
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one of its more recent additions: the Gef Pa’go Cultural
Village, which sits right on the bay. The village, which
consists of ancient-style thatch-roofed huts, is staffed
mainly by elder CHamorus who demonstrate tradi-
tional CHamoru arts, crafts, and cooking to visitors. A
younger group of CHamoru cultural dancers also per-
forms at Gef Pa’go called Inetnon Gef Pa’go.

Residents from all over the island drive south for In-
alahan’s famous Hotnu Bakery, at the Gef Pa’go Cultural
Village. The bakery serves freshly-made bread and piz-
zas cooked in the historic place. The bakery is open 10
a.m. to 3 pm Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays as
of2019.

The village was listed in the National Register of His-
toric Places in 1977 as an historic district, and is also
designated as a folk arts village receiving federal funds
for the preservation of its arts and culture. But to the
older CHamorus, or manamko’, of the village, there
are noticeable changes that have occurred in Inaldhan
over the past few decades. The busloads of tourists and
schoolchildren that come to visit Gef Pa’go, for exam-
ple, have changed the pace of the village a bit. To ac-
commodate those buses and other visitors, one of the
one-way roads was expanded and paved into a modern
two-lane road.

Inalahan is divided into different sections, including
areas known as Lada (near Bear Rock), Belen, Peca,
Chagamin Lago, Se’se’ (going uphill to Inaldhan Mid-
dle School), and Tinaga. One of the biggest sections is
Malojloj, which sits uphill and north of the main village.
The subcommunity of Malojloj began as a farming com-
munity in the 1950s and has grown over the past twenty
years, so that it now has its own Catholic church, San
Isidro, as well as a gas station, a convent, a solid waste
transfer station, and the Inaldhan mayor’s office.

Also north of the main village is the Inaldhan public
health clinic, the University of Guam Agricultural Experi-
ment Station, the Inaldhan Senior Citizens Center, Fire Sta-
tion #16, Department of Public Works bus satellite station,
US Post Office, and the wastewater treatment plant.

Driving south of the main village, the road passes nat-
ural swimming pools known as Salaglula Pools, and the
small, seaside Tipogo Cemetery. The road nearly touch-
es the ocean at Agfayan Bay, where visitors can see the
famous Bear Rock, which at some angles is shaped like
a bear. The newly constructed boat ramp near Agfayan
Bridge is an ideal spot to take snapshots of Bear Rock.
Further south is the Inaldhan Garden House (a resort
reserved exclusively for employees of a Japanese cor-
poration) and privately owned family beaches.

as cultural icons. Chief Gadao was a legendary chief
of Inaldhan who, according to legend, outsmarted a
chief from Tumon who came to Inaldhan to challenge
Gadao to contests of strength. Part of the legend tells
how the two powerful chiefs rowed a canoe in opposite
directions, breaking the canoe in half. A statue of Chief
Gadao rowing his half of the canoe back to Inaldhan is
located along the shores of the main village.

Historic homes

Some of the oldest homes in the village have been
preserved using federal funds, and the Gef Pa’go Cul-
tural Village gives a tour of the Leon Guerrero House,
built in 1901, which housed the village commissioner
and his 16 children.

The Jose Duenas Cruz (Beck-Ping Cruz) House is
still being maintained by the Historic Inalahan Foun-
dation. The George Flores two-story building is under
care of the Guam Preservation Trust, which has led res-
toration of much of historic Inalédhan.

SEE GUAM ON PAGE 10

b % ;

ch Park Photo by Guampedia Right: Faithful March, Altar servers lead people in a procession in honor of village patron saint, St Joseph. Photo by Victor Consaga, Guampedia
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shape of a bear. Older residents know the rock as “Las-
so’ Gi’ai,” which refers to male genitalia.

Gef Pa’go Cultural Village

Located along Inaldhan Bay in the main village, the
thatched huts of Gef Pa’go are a popular attraction for
students, tourists and other interested visitors who want
to learn about the island’s past. Mandmko’ will tell visi-
tors stories of their childhood and give them demon-
strations of traditional CHamoru cooking, crafts and
arts. The cultural center also has exhibits of ancient
CHamoru tools, tours of historical homes in the village,
and cultural dances.

Salaglula Pools
These natural pools of sea water are located toward
the southern side of the main village.

Gef Pa’go Cultural Village stands along Inarajan Bay and
provides daily tours giving visitors a taste of traditional
Chamorro life. Photo by Nathalie Pereda, Guampedia

Salaglula Pools Photo by Guampedia

Talofofo Bay Beach Park

This black-sand beach, which eroded consider- t
ably in the late 1990s, was once a popular park for = See more of wha

swimmers and family gatherings. Though the pavil-
 GUAMLST

Guam hasto©

RIPES.COM

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

ions are mostly destroyed now, the bay remains one of
the island’s prime surfing spots. Although it is named

Bear Rock
Sitting at the edge of Agfayan Bay is a large, natural
formation of rock that from some angles looks like the

Talo’fo’fo Bay park, its facilities are on the southern
side of the bay, the area most people visit, is actually
part of Inalahan.

This is a reprint from Guampedia.com, an online
resource about Guam history and the CHamoru people,
used here with permission.

Count your
savings when

you pay

You swiped the cards and spread some cheer—now your
statement’s here. ‘Tis the season to dominate debt!

Get a 0% intro APR for the first 12 months on balances
transferred to a new Platinum card within 60 days of
account opening. After that, a variable APR between
10.24% and 18% applies. Plus, no transfer fees!

Scan the QR code? or visit navyfederal.org/DominateDebt
to get started on your transfer today.

.l‘

Navy Federal is federally insured by NCUA.

As of 2/2/2026, rates range from 10.24% APR to 18.00% APR, are based on product type and creditworthiness, and will
vary with the market based on the U.S. Prime Rate. ATM cash advance fees: None if performed at a Navy Federal branch
or ATM. Otherwise, $0.50 per domestic transaction or $1.00 per foreign transaction. Balance transfer offer: Application
must be submitted by 3/31/2026. Offer valid for balances transferred from non-Navy Federal credit cards within 60 days
of account opening. Balance transfers are not eligible to earn rewards. Maximum total transfer amount is limited to your
available credit line. Balance transfers using convenience checks are excluded from this offer. If you transfer a balance with
this offer, interest will be charged on purchases made with your credit card unless your purchases have a 0% APR or you
pay the entire balance, including any transferred balances, in full each month by the payment due date. Offer excludes
Navy Federal Business, Home Equity Line Platinum, and cashRewards Secured credit cards. Limit of one promotional offer
at account opening. 2Message and data rates may apply. Visit navyfederal.org for more information.

© 2025 Navy Federa NFCU 14300 (12-25)
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BY TAKAHIRO TAKIGUCHI, .
STRIPES GUAM With the success of last year’s
spring festival, which attracted

ith the cheerful beat many participants from the local

festival and culture. It has grown

half will be dedicated to family-

chicken and other Japanese festi-
val foods.

of taiko drums, lyri-

cal tunes of traditional
Japanese music and carnival foods
from the Land of the Rising Sun,
the Guam Japan Festival is back
April 11!

Harumatsuri is a Japanese tra-
ditional festival to welcome the
arrival of spring. In previous
years, a local group of Japanese

community, tourists and the U.S.
military, organizers have chosen
“Tsunagu (connect) — Full Bloom”
as this year’s theme, wishing the
event will continue to bring peo-
ple in Guam together with the im-
age of Sakura, a symbol of spring.

“Spring symbolizes new be-
ginnings, and we believe it will
bring a fresh and vibrant energy

year after year, and today is con-

friendly activities. Beginning at

sidered the island’s 5:30 p.m., the event will fea-
largest annual festi- A4+ ture live performances and
val — enjoyed by lo- "% alcohol sales for adults.

cals and tourists 1".:';_ Visitors will get a rare
alike. The event f_‘__*:‘:‘“_’-' glimpse into the Japanese

attracts more than
37,000 people every
year, according to
the organizers. Par-

festival culture, including
bon odori dancing, miko-
shi (portable shrine)-carry-
ing and plenty of games and

Tickets will be sold in groups
of 10 for $10 each. Money cannot
be used at the booths, only tickets.
Organizers recommend purchas-
ing tickets in advance at the Japan
Club of Guam in Pier Marine, Jap-
anese International Academy of
Guam and Tokyo Mart in Tamun-
ing or online.

to our beloved festival,” said Rui
Miyamori, a public affairs officer
with the Japan Club of Guam.

companies and individuals host-
ed the celebration in autumn as an
Akimatsuri “autumn festival” ev-

ery year since 1970 at Ypao & This annual festival origi-
Beach Park in Novem- #  nally started as a small Jap-
ber. Last year, the festi- T 3 anese community event to
val moved to spring, as the "= = show their children a typi-
club wanted to avoid the ' ¥ cal traditional Japanese

fall typhoon season.

tial proceeds go to
the Japanese Inter-
national Academy of
Guam.

The festival s
scheduled to run from 3 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m. at the Governor
Joseph Flores Beach Park (Ypao
Beach Park) on April 11. The first

ing event.

Don’t miss

44th Guam Japan Festival

— Harumatsuri (Spring Festival)
OF
=]

WEBSITE

HOURS: April 11, 3-9:30 p.m.

LOCATION: Ypao Beach Park

PHONE: (671) 646-8066 (The Japan Club
of Guam)

* Japan Club of Guam is seeking sponsors,
venders, and performers. For more
information, contact the office or email at
jpclub@teleguam.net.

food booths. Performances
scheduled include Japa-
nese folk dancing, Aikido
and sword-fighting dem-
onstrations, wadaiko drum
performances and a tuna fillet-

yakisoba
fried noodles, yakitori skewered

Parking is available at Freedom
Park and John F. Kennedy High
School. A free shuttle service will
operate from 2:45 p.m.-10:15 p.m.

There are plenty of fun activi-
ties planned for the entire family,
so make plans to attend the Guam
Japan Festival!
takiguchi.takahiro@stripes.com

stir-

Advance Tickets

*Sold in groups of 10 for $10 each

Get your tickets in advance to avoid a
long line at the ticket booth. You can
buy tickets at Japan Club of Guam

or Pier Marine [1st floor] (Till April

10, Mon., Tue., Thu. and Fri., 10 a.m.
-4 p.m.), Japanese International
Academy of Guam (Till April 10, Mon. - Fri., 8 a.m. -4 p.m.,
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 p.m., 12:30 - 3:30 p.m. Cash Only)
and Tokyo Mart in Tamuning (April 6 - 10, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.).

ONLINE TICKETS

Stage and field events you won’t want to miss

3p.m.

3:15 p.m.
3:25p.m.
3:35 p.m.

Opening

Chorus “Sakura Sakura” and “Niji”

Folk Dance “StarMine”

Jump rope performance (by students of Japanese
International Academy)

Japanese Folk Dance Kids Troupe

Team Bark (sword-fighting performance)

Guam Wadaiko Juku Dolphin Jump (Wadaiko performance)
MoreYouRhythm (dance by seniors)

Guam Aikido (Aikido demonstration)

3:50 p.m.
4:02 p.m.
4:17 p.m.
4:37 p.m.
4:52 p.m.

5:30 p.m. Opening performance

(Guam Wadaiko Juku Dolphin Jump and Guma Taotao Tano),
National Anthems, messages from event sponsors and VIP
remarks

Kagamiwari (sake barrel breaking) ceremony

Mikoshi Parade and Bon Odori dancing

Tuna filleting show

Japanese folk dance and Bon Odori (Japanese Folk Dance
Kids Troupe)

Team bark (sword-fighting performance)

MoreYouRhythm (dance by seniors)

Guam Wadaiko Juku Dolphin Jump (wadaiko performance)
Mikoshi Parade and Bon Odori dancing (by Kosaikai)
Closing Remarks

6:15 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7p.m.

7:30 p.m.
7:40 p.m.
7:55 p.m.
8:25 p.m.
9:20 p.m.
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ﬁ Land snails of the Mariana Islands
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BY ALEXANDER M. KERR,
GUAMPEDIA

acific Islands, including
P the Mariana Islands, of-

ten have many small na-
tive snails. Many of the species in
the Marianas are unique to the ar-
chipelago, or even to only one of
the islands. Some of these snails
live in trees in the moist and shad-
ed forests, while others live in the
moss and leaf litter of the forest
floor. Guam has about 100 spe-
cies of land snails, although about
twenty of these have probably
been introduced.

Cultural history

In the Chamorro
language, land snails
in general are called
akaleha’. Land snails
appear not to have
been used as food or
used in material cul-
ture, given their ab-
sence from the archeo-
logical record and oral
culture. Intriguingly, some
snails spread through the Pacific
by hitching a ride on ancient ca-
noes and cargo. Archeological re-
search indicates that several wide-
ly distributed snails repeatedly
show up on islands at about the
same time as did the earliest hu-
man inhabitants. The same pattern
appears to hold true for the Mari-
ana Islands.

The first Europeans to collect
the land snails of the Mariana Is-
lands were Jean-René Constant
Quoy and Joseph Paul Gaimard,
the scientists aboard the French
naval vessel Uranie, Captain Lou-
is Claude de Freycinet command-
ing, which stopped on Guam in
April of 1819 during its circum-
navigation of the world during the

The achatina
fulica, commonly
called giant African
snail, was introduced
to the Mariana Islands
and is an agricultural
pest. Photo courtesy

of Alexander M.

5.4

-

women making

akaleha’ (land snail)
products. Women standing: in
a mestisa to the left is Rita Perez |

Torres and on the right Maria
Torres Limtiaco. Photo taken in

Sinajana post WWIl.

Photo courtesy of the Guam
Public Library System and the
Department of CHamoru

A group of

PTG
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years 1817
to 1820. The
only recorded
use for land snails

was an apparently rel-
atively recent practice—to bead the
large and colorful Partula snails
into purses for export and sale
to tourists. This practice is
of uncertain origin, but one
that apparently ceased af-
ter World War II and as
Partula became rarer
on the heavily popu-
lated larger islands
after the mid-20th
century.

Affairs

Diversity and
systematics
Land snails be-
long to two main
evolutionary or tax-
onomic groups, the
informal group Pul-
monata (formerly a tax-
onomic order), that is, the
lung-bearing snails, and the clade
Caenogastropoda (formerly a tax-
onomic superorder), a large group
of primarily marine snails that all
retain the ancestral gills of their
marine gastropod or snail cousins.
The shell-less slugs are all
members of the air-breathing
pulmonate family, but several
slug groups have independent-
ly evolved through the partial or
complete loss of their shell. The
land snails of the Indo-west
Pacific are not at all well
documented. In the Mari-
ana Islands, there are about
110 known distinct species,
and even a couple of dozen of
these still require formal scientific

\
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e i akal::ha’ latter half of the
¢ - (land snail) bracelet 20th Centu.ry.
p. from the Van Peenen Many species

names and descriptions. Many of
the Mariana Island species have
only been collected from the
southern islands of Saipan, Tinian,
Rota and Guam. The
fauna of the northern
islands remains the
least known.
The best-
known snails in

Partula

Pythia
scarabaeus, a snail
native to the Mariana
Islands, is found widely
in the western Pacific.
Photo courtesy of
Alexander M. Kerr

radiolata, whose
shellis shown here, is
arare tree snail found
only on Guam currently
in danger of extinction.
Photo courtesy of
Alexander M. Kerr

the Mariana Islands
are the tree snails in
the family Partulidae
from the genera Partula
and Samoana. The first Partula
described from the Mariana Is-
lands, Partula gibba, is the most
widely distributed in the archi-
pelago. Another species, Partula
radiolata, is endemic to, and still
widely distributed within, the
largest and south-
ernmost  island
of Guam. An-
other species,
| Partula sali- -
fana was dis-
covered in the
forests  sur-
rounding the summit of
Mt. Alifan of Guam. The
fourth species, P. langfordi
is restricted to the tiny island of
Aguiguan. The fifth Marian-
as partulid, Samoana fragi-
lis, is known from northern
Guam and Rota.

Current decline

Across the Pacific,
there is an ongoing
and unprecedent-
ed rate of ex-

tinctions  doc-
umented  for
native  snail

species. Sad-
ly, the same
holds true for
the snail fauna
of the Mariana
Islands, where
the numbers of
nearly all species
have declined pre-
cipitously during the

collection made on Guam
(1940-1941).
Photo courtesy of
the Department of
CHamoru Affairs

Ayoung
lady poses with a
display of akaleha’
(land snail) products.
Photo courtesy of the Guam
Public Library System
and the Department of
CHamoru Affairs

www.guampedia.com

have not been

seen alive in

half a century,

some, in fact,

not since the

publication of their
original descriptions.

The cause of the declines
in the Marianas are primarily
due to habitat destruction and
the imprudent introductions
of generalist predators such
as the gastropods snails — Go-
naxis species and Euglandina

rosea to control yet another
invasive gastropod, the
agricultural pest Acha-
tina fulica, the giant

African land snail.
| In unparalleled bio-

logical irony, these

predators, as well
as their endemic
prey, have now fallen
prey to the introduction
of the generalist predatory
flatworm Platydemas manokwari.
The worm appears to have also es-
sentially eliminated the introduced
snail predators, but still decimates
native species.

The upshot is that the forests
of the southern
Marianas are
now nearly de-
void of native
snail species, in-
cluding on most
islands the icon-
ic and once pro-
lific Partula. De-
clines of partulids have been of
the order that the two Marianas
Partula having the most restrict-
ed distributions—Partula salifana
and Partula langfordi, are now
undoubtedly extinct, and Partula
radiolata is probably reduced on
Guam to a few thousand animals.
Even Partula gibba no longer oc-
curs in vast areas of its formerly
broad range; on Guam, it probably
exists as a few hundred animals.

As a result of the carnage
wrought by the foolish introduc-
tion of the predatory worm, the
faded, pocked and empty shells of
Partula and other snails now lit-
ter Guam’s forests. They will soon
erode and fragment, such that
most evidence of their existence
will be gone forever in another de-
cade or so.

This is a reprint from Guampedia.com,
an online resource about Guam history
and the CHamoru people, used here
with permission.

Earn your
American degree in

T Temple
= University
Japan Campus

Admissions Counseling Office
1-14-29 Taishido, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 154-0004 Japan
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1 www.tuj.ac.jp/ug

L +81-3-5441-9800
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Room Package

Stay at Dragon Hill Lodge to be right in the center of Seoul's attractions,
and also enjoy onsite access to services and facilities serving our U.S military and DoD communities.

@ usac vonesan

@ DSN: #315-738-2222
or #02-790-0016 ext.

8 reservations@dragonhilllodge.com

0 www.dragonhilllodge.com

Company

Responsibilities

¢ Sell multimedia, digital, and
programmatic advertising
solutions.

e Cultivate relationships with
clients in your region.

e Leverage your sales expertise to
drive revenue growth.

Employment Opportunity

Multimedia, Digital, and Programmatic Sales Contractor

Stars and Stripes, the leading independent news source for the U.S.
Military. Are you an experienced sales professional with a passion for
multimedia and digital sales? Stars and Stripes is looking for independent
contractors to join our team, working in Guam, mainland Japan, Okinawa,
and Seoul, South Korea. This opportunity is 100% commission-based,
offering significant earning potential for motivated individuals.

Why Stars and Stripes?

* Represent a trusted, independent
news source for U.S. Military
personnel.

¢ Flexibility to manage your own
schedule.

¢ Unlimited earning potential with a
commission-based structure.

Locations: Guam, mainland Japan, Okinawa, and Seoul, South Korea
If you’re ready to take control of your earning potential, apply today!

For more information or to apply contact: Lee.Eric@stripes.com

Stripes Guam is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication.
This newspaper is authorized for publication by the
Department of Defense for members of the military services
overseas. However, the contents of Stripes Guam are unofficial,
and are not to be considered as the official views of, or
endorsed by, the U.S. government, including the Department
of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper,
Stripes Guam may be distributed through official channels
and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and

isolated locations where overseas DOD personnel are located.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of
those products by the Department of Defense or Stars and
Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication
shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or
any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

QoeVig vz,

GUAM VISITORS BUREAU

Tour of Guam

DATES: April 26

LOCATION: Skinner Plaza / Guam Museum, Hagatfa
SHOW TIME: 5:30 a.m.

GO TIME: 6:30 a.m.

FACEBOOK: @tourofguamcycling

INSTAGRAM: @tourofguam

Whether you are a competitive powerhouse or a scenic rider, this is your
chance to traverse the breathtaking landscapes of Hagatia and beyond.
This signature event offers two distinct distances to suit your skill level:
« 105KM ROUTE: The ultimate test of endurance for elite cyclists.

« 42KM ROUTE: A perfect challenge for intermediate riders and
enthusiasts.

MAD COLLAB Block Party
DATES: May 3

LOCATION: Tumon, Guam (Night Market Grounds)
ADMISSION: Free entry and family friendly!

This massive collaboration brings together the best of the Tumon Night
Market for an unforgettable evening of food, music and island creativity. Feast
on Guam’s best BBQ, fusion dishes, and sweet treats from local vendors. Vibe
to live music and performances that showcase the island’s talent. Explore
unique “collabs” featuring local artisans, muralists, and creators. Don’t miss
out on the energy, the community, and the island spirit. Grab your friends,
bring the family, and come over to enjoy the party!

H case =

Mandu

Mandu is a black-and-white almost-yearling
with the kind of charm that sneaks up on
you like a ninja in socks. He's got that classic

o tuxedo look, but with the personality of a o
goofy little brother who thinks he's much
tougher than he actually is. He'll chirp at you
for attention, flop dramatically for belly rubs,
,. and then act like he absolutely did not just .
%@  do that. Mandu is the perfect mix of sweeft, %

playful, and just a little bit full of himself—
the kind of cat who turns a house into a home

without asking permission.
l: 1 .

MON-SAT
OOCHLATE

Call G.A.LN. (Guam Animals In Need) Animal Shelter in Yigo at
653-4246 or visit <www.guamanimals.org> for more information
on adopting this pet. G.A.LN. is a shelter-based humane society
with a mission to prevent cruelty to animals, educate the public
and promote good animal laws. Under Water World will donate
one adult admission for every Pet of the Week adopted.

TMM@INIPE -I-IK“!F

BAY

BdR-=
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Boonie Stomps Guam

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY
GUAM BOONIE STOMPERS

April 4 (Sat.)

Hila’an/Shark’s Hole/Lost Pond

We are military veterans and have base access
0 B _' - = . .‘L-"“. [ f u‘i- .

(Medium)

April 11 (Sat.)

Mt. Jumullong Manglo’ Sunrise
i Hike- (Medium) *4:45 Meet up

v/ Veteran-owned & operated v/ Quality vehicles most with low mileage
v""No pressure" sales approach vHigh customer service ratings

Visit our website at www.pcsusedcarlotguam.com for the latest inventory

April 18 (Sat.)

Southwest Coast (Very Difficult)

Largest selection of
imported Japanese
vehicles on island!

PCS USED CAR LOT

*8am Meet up

Findus on @ (O

REMINDER! We no longer meet at Chamorro . Tinechong Falls/Yokoi's Cave
Village. We meet at the trailhead. April 25 (Sat.) i (Very Difficult)
. y Crossword by Margie E. Burke
Every Saturday, Guam Boonie Stompers i
offers public hikes to a variety of Ague Cove ACROSS R O A R A S R L
destinations such as beaches, snorkeling May 2 (Sat.) (Medium) ; gor:m or Stone 7 15 16
sites, waterfalls, mountains, caves, latte ° Bica picrtrLlfee’;y — - —
sites, and World War II sites. We meet at 14 Le%\?e slan. i
the trailhead on Saturdays at 9 a.m. unless May 9 (Sat.) Mepo Cave & Latte 15 Goofs‘up W = 21 22
otherwise indicated. Directions to the . y ’ : (Difficult) 16 Oscar-winning 5
trailhead will be posted on the Guam Boonie ; rom-com of
Stompers Inc Facebook page. The cost is : 2024 29 30
. : To'guan B Humatak B
$5.00 for hlkers over 13. thldren must be May 16 (Sat.) ogua a{Eto )u atak Bay 17 Has the wrong TR TS
accompanied by a responsible adult. asy effect
Hike fees for active military and veterans 19 Metric volume 4
are covered by Adaptive Adventures. Hikers . 20 Type of 43 )
should provide their own transportation. t@ > campaign - = -
Guam’s trails are not developed. Weather \ 21 Repeating
conditions can make the hikes more difficult FOR EVERYONE’S SAFETY: 22 NPRFIa”I Brail 48 |49 50 51 |52
: : : aulo, Brazi
than described. No reservations required. No Pets Allowed 26 Bump on the = = — —
For more information: EIX¥HEME N Drones Allowed tongue % % 61
www.facebook.com/ : 29 Claim
GuamBoonieStompers NOTE: Schedule subject to e — i *
ackadaisical
H 65 66 67
Guam Boonie Stompers is a non-profit Guam change, please check Boonie a(‘\ ((\9 sorts
corporation composed of volunteer leaders Stom ps’ Facebookin fo) e S’(-o 37 Parisian picnic Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate
committed to leading hikes to and protecting 6‘5 “’\ Y\.\(\. spot
the unique natural destinations on our island. advance. o((‘p \\\\‘ 600 ‘,5 39 Jules of sci-fi 2 Hat-tipper's 35 NFC West team 49 Thorny bunch
c’ fame word 36 Parking place 51 URL character
40 Trendy sand- 3 Cheese nibblers 38 Mongrel dog 52 Full of energy
wich 4 Acid neutralizer 42 Contemporary 54 Be concerned
41 Alias 5 Oahu garland people 56 Belinda Carlisle,

V.Y LT, 44 Texter's 6 Bent out of 43 50's Ford flop for one
| ( ‘ wJ TF N T WIT“ Tnn nNn TnIPE "l think ..." shape 47 Overwhelm with 57 Rollercoaster
‘ : 11 | 45 Press agarment 7 Largest Greek noise feature

Market your business to the U.S. military community in Guam 46 Most embar- island 48 The Sorbonne, 58 Otherwiss
rassed, maybe 8 German steel e.g. 61 Quaint lodging
48 Baseball stat city
Contact Us 50 Scatter, as a 9 Tropical woe
. 0 crowd 10 Academic credit 7 '
Doug Johnson, Guam Multimedia Consultant on erie erect Answers to Previous Crossword.
. . 53 Hidden 11 Cooking device [ TalsTs VMEIEE BE
E-mail: johnson.douglas@stripes.com - DSN: 355-5160 /671-687-5041 55 Muppet Sam, for 12 Performance EDINTA NANG WE
one place N|[o[o[N N|A[D[E]Q[u[A
59 ParFof_an EGOT 13 Key._, EL DIRIOIM AR NIL
St ° S t T ° ° 60 Sprllgtl'mt? ;g glothlng trim STEIPIA MIE GlE
prank victim oupon user RIAlY SIPIA
ripes Sports Trivia o I 22 Coonuser el N[+
63 Created a web Croatia
A|K|[ T[N TIR RIE|N|E
64 Some may be 26 Bearded Smurf
. . . fragile 27 Woeful word BIEISO TIE AIDLEID
What is the term used to describe a match where a club holds its opponent scoreless? 65 Park, Colo. 28 Longhaired Y AM EJL |
66 Mass number feline ﬁ R '_T_‘ (E) 3 g '\él
67 Slangy denial 30 FYI cousin
33 Coffee holder A ! FIRIEIT
199Ys Ubo|) DOWN 34 Percussion G N FIIIRIE
1 Trails off instrument E G S|A[S]S

S“DOKU Edited by Margie E. Burke

Difficulty: Medium
HOW TO SOLVE:

5 2 4 Each row must contain the

numbers 1 to 9; each column must
7 contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must

1 6 7 contain the numbers 1 to 9.

9 5 Answer to Previous Sudoku:

51/7/6/4/8/2/39

5 |1 8/9/6[1]2/3|57]4
2/3/4(5/9/7|1/86

42 3 9/2/3|8/7/4|6/5/1
3 6 7/4[1]3/6/5/8[9]2
6 58|912|7/43

9 3 4479286315

4 8 3|[1/6/5/7[3]9|4[2]8
Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate 3 8 2 4 5 1 9 6 7

THE VETERANS’ CHOICE mummr

THAamotive B Y
Ticiomotve B coun ) ATRIOT

477-CARS
PATRIOTCARRENTAL.COM

Military
MrEarvoNG BT

(671)373-2277

« Only dealership with
used cars under 10k!

« Financing Available!

+ Over 150 Cars in stock!

« Free Shuttle Service!

- Serving the community
for over 10 years!

- Military Discounts!

WWw.guamcarmony.com

/ day rentals

/ month rentals

131 W Soledad Ave Hagatiia, 96910, Guam
(Across from Hagatna Boat Basin, next to Mosa's Joint restaurant) 477-CARS (2277) 140 Hernan Cortez Ave Hagatna,
GU 96932 across Agana boat basin next to Main Street bakery.
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Air Force Rase ).1

ISLAND DENTAL

WE WELCOME TRICARE!
CALL (671) 989-5999

Open on weekends! Open evenings on weekdays!

[=] v [=] Island Dental
i

(e,
Accepting All Major Insurances .

Located in Dededo
Next to American Grocery

AMERICAN [
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 Indo-Pacific gap’

““Analysts raise concerns about moving
Marines to Mideast as security
burden increases In Asia Page 2
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Gap seen as Marines deploy to M

Move comes as
Pacific burden
IS Increasing,
analysts warn

By BriaN McELHINEY
Stars and Stripes

Sending a Marine expedition-
ary unit from Okinawa to stand
by in the Middle East leaves a
gap in U.S. power in the Indo-
Pacific while increasing the de-
fense burden on its Asian allies,
according to analysts.

The amphibious assault ship
USS Tripoli and roughly 2,500
members of the 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit have been en
route to the Middle East since
March 13, according to multiple
news reports. The Tripoli and its
amphibious ready group — the
amphibious transport docks USS
San Diego and USS New Orleans
— are homeported at Sasebo
Naval Base, Japan.

The III Marine Expeditionary
Force and 7th Fleet referred
questions about the deployment
to the Pentagon, which declined
to comment, citing operational
security.

The 31ST MEU unit has
“unique capabilities” that would
not be easily replaced without
moving another expeditionary
unit into the region, said retired
Marine Col. Grant Newsham, a
senior researcher with the Japan
Forum for Strategic Studies in
Tokyo.

“Unfortunately, the U.S. Navy
doesn’t have enough amphibious
ships in working order to keep
enough MEU’s fully operational
and deployable these days,” he
said by email.

The 31st is one of seven Marine
expeditionary units and the only
one permanently deployed in the
Pacific. It features a combination
of air, ground and support ele-
ments designed to quickly re-
spond to combat and noncombat
situations, including humanitar-
ian assistance and evacuations.

Even if additional forces from
the I MEF in California were
moved into the region, “the lack
of amphibious ships is a con-
straint,” Newsham said.

The 855-foot Tripoli can carry
MV-22 Osprey tiltrotors, F-35
fighter jets and a variety of hel-
icopters, such as the MH-60S
Seahawk.

Sending the unit out of the
Pacific “certainly sends a nega-
tive message to U.S. allies and
partners about U.S. commitment
and focus” on the region, said
retired Navy Lt. Luke Collin,
former director for Japan and
Australia at the U.S. National

iddle East

Members of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit's Battalion Landing Team take positions while training on Camp Hansen, Okinawa, on March 6.

“Unfortunately,
the U.S. Navy
doesn’t have
enough
amphibious
ships in working
order to keep
enough MEU'’s
fully operational
and deployable
these days.”

Grant Newsham
Japan Forum for Strategic Studies

Security Council and principal at
the Asia Group advisory firm in
Washington, D.C.

But pulling U.S. combat ships,
aircraft, long-range munitions or
integrated air and missile de-
fense systems out of the Pacific
“could have more significant
impacts on U.S. deterrence,” he
said by email.

“Although I don’t expect Chi-

na, Russia, or North Korea to
push aggression further in the
near-term, they will certainly
seek to exploit this situation to
press the narrative that the U.S.
is a declining and unreliable
power in Asia,” Collin wrote.
The outcome of a conflict in
the Indo-Pacific may not hinge
entirely on the Marines’ absence,

&3

Members of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit's Battalibn Landing Team train on Camp Hansen.

said Benjamin Blandin, a re-
search fellow with the Yokosuka
Council on Asia Pacific Studies.

“In case of a direct Chinese
attack on Japan or Taiwan, both
should be able to hold up for at
least a few weeks, granting
enough time for the [Marine
Corps] to come to the rescue,” he
said by email.

Newsham said regional allies
in the interim must rely on their
own defense capabilities.

“It’s just the reality of the
world today and the size of the
U.S. military,” he wrote.

Stars and Stripes reporter Alex Wilson
contributed to this report.
mcelhiney.brian@stripes.com @BrianMcElhiney
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Diamonds

High quality,
best value.

ViNCE
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VOTED PIKA’S BEST JEWELRY STORE 2017*2025 | BEST LUXURY BRAND 2020 2021 2023-2025

AGANA SHOPPING CENTER EAST AGANA (MAIN BRANCH) W GUAM PREMIER OUTLETS MICRONESIA MALL
671.472.1888 671.646.1688 671.649.9888 671.633.8888
0 facebook/vincejewelers store.vincejewelers.com @vincejewelers
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A-10 Warthog back in action

Congress halted
Air Force plans
to retire popular
attack aircraft

By JENNIFER H. SvaAN
Stars and Stripes

Three months after Congress
put the brakes on Air Force
plans to retire its fleet of 162
A-10s this year, the versatile
Warthog is back in the fight, this
time in a maritime mission chas-
ing Iranian naval vessels.

The chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff briefly mentioned
the A-10C Thunderbolt IT at a
Pentagon briefing March 19
about the war in Iran, calling the
attack aircraft by its familiar
nickname.

“The A-10 Warthog is now in
the fight across the southern
flank and is hunting and killing
fast attack watercraft in the
Strait of Hormuz,” Air Force
Gen. Dan Caine said.

AH-64 Apache helicopters are
also prowling the same area,
flown by the U.S. Army and
“some of our allies ... to handle
one-way attack drones,” Caine
said.

U.S. Central Command on
March 15 released imagery of
A-10s receiving fuel in flight
while supporting Operation Epic
Fury, with a caption stating the
aircraft “can loiter for hours,
standing by and ready to exe-

.

In Iran war

U.S. Air Force

An A-10 Thunderbolt Il flies over the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility during Operation Epic Fury on March 9.

cute a mission whenever need-
ed.”

The A-10, first built in the
1970s for use against Soviet
tanks in Europe during the Cold
War, is designed to provide
close air support to ground
troops.

It is capable of loitering near
hot spots and operating under
1,000-foot ceilings.

Its firepower includes a seven-
barrel Gatling gun that can de-
liver nearly 4,000 rounds a min-
ute, according to the Air Force.

Its maritime mission in the
current war isn’t its first foray
over water.

In 2011, an A-10 engaged two
small Libyan watercraft in the
country’s port of Misrata, de-
stroying one and forcing the

Libyans to abandon the other,
U.S. Africa Command said in a
statement at the time.

Despite the Warthog’s versa-
tility, the Air Force has been
trying to divest the aircraft for
years, citing maintenance costs
and its vulnerability to modern
air defense systems.

Congress in this year’s Nation-
al Defense Authorization Act

directed the Air Force to keep at
least 103 of the aircraft, with 93
to be designated as primary
mission.

The service is also supposed
to brief lawmakers on its future
plan for the A-10 by the end of
this month.

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
@stripesktown

Army pushes for yet another newer, lighter service ritle

By Lybpia GorpoN
Stars and Stripes

The Army’s ongoing push to
upgrade its handheld firepower
isn’t slowing down, as it prepares
to introduce yet another new rifle
later this year, the service con-
firmed this month.

The XMS carbine is the latest
weapon expected to be field-
tested by soldiers as early as
October, an Army spokesperson
told Task & Purpose. The Army’s
Program Executive Office did
not immediately respond to ques-
tions about the rifle.

The service only standardized
the M7 as its primary rifle last
year, but the XMS8 is not intended
to replace it. Instead, it is being
developed as a companion weap-
on.

Since awarding a 10-year Next
Generation Squad Weapon con-
tract to Sig Sauer in early 2022,
soldiers have tested the M7 —
formerly the XMS — and the
M250 automatic rifle, intended to

. v el

Duke EpwarDs/U.S. Army

A soldier fires an M7 rifle during a weapon qualification test at
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, in January.

replace the M4 and M249, re-
spectively. The “X” designation
indicates the weapons were in
the experimental phase before
standardization.

The program aimed to move

away from decades-old 5.56 mm
and 7.62 mm ammunition in
favor of weapons that chamber
6.8 mm, which the Army’s con-
tract release in 2022 said would
“increase accuracy and (be)

more lethal against emerging
threats.”

The Army began fielding the
M?7 in 2023, but it was not until
May 2025 that the service offi-
cially designated it as the stan-
dard-issue rifle to replace the
M4, according to an Army re-
lease.

Still in early development, the
XMS is being designed as a car-
bine — which is typically lighter
and shorter — version of the M7,
making it easier for soldiers to
move in tight spaces while using
the Army’s new 6.8 mm ammuni-
tion.

The XMBS is about five inches
shorter and roughly one pound
lighter than the M7 and features
a fixed buttstock, a Sig Sauer
spokesperson confirmed to Task
& Purpose.

Images of the experimental
rifle gained traction online
March 16 after the link to a mil-
itary weapons website, Soldier-
Systems.net, circulated on the

popular Army Reddit forum.

The website’s article shared
side-by-side photos of the M7 and
XMS, highlighting the carbine’s
more compact design. The site
reported that details of the XIM8
first surfaced last month, when
the Army issued a new national
stock number — often an early
indicator that an item is entering
the service’s supply chain.

As of 2024, the Army planned
to purchase more than 100,000
M7 rifles and 13,000 M250s by
early 2030. It remains unclear
what the timeline would be for
adopting the XMS8, if it moves
beyond testing.

In contrast to the Army’s shift
toward larger-caliber weapons
systems, the Marine Corps plans
to retain its 5.56 mm rifles, with
officials telling Stars and Stripes
last month it will continue field-
ing the M27.

gordon.lydia@stripes.com
@lydia_stripes
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Pilot receives Silver Star
for his ‘selfless decision’

Air Force major earned award for 2025 combat mission

By JENNIFER H. SvaN
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — Maj. Michael “Danger”
Blea was awarded the Silver Star
for his actions on a night involv-
ing high G maneuvers and mis-
siles detonating within feet of his
aircraft.

At a ceremony this month at
Ramstein Air Base, Blea re-
ceived the Silver Star for “ex-
traordinary heroism in combat”
during a Middle East deployment
in 2025, U.S. Air Forces in Eu-
rope-Air Forces Africa said.

Blea and his fellow F-16 “Wild
Weasel” pilot, Lt. Col. William
“Skate” Parks, each earned a
Silver Star for a harrowing mis-
sion they flew together on March
27,2025.

Fewer than 100 airmen have
earned the military’s third-high-
est valor award, after the Medal
of Honor and service Crosses, in
the post-9/11 era, according to
USAFE-AFAFRICA.

Blea and Parks were deployed
with the 480th Expeditionary
Fighter Squadron out of Spang-
dahlem Air Base at the time.
Parks, the squadron’s former
commander, received his Silver
Star at the Pentagon in Novem-
ber, according to the Air Force.

Blea is also moving on. He has
orders to Luke Air Force Base in
Arizona, where he’s transitioning
to the F-35, the Air Force’s most
advanced fighter jet.

He volunteered for the assign-
ment, even though the F-16 will
“forever hold a piece of my
heart,” he said on March 11. “It’s
the jet that kept me alive and

taught me to be a ‘Wild Weasel.” ”

The Spangdahlem fighters
train as “Wild Weasels,” a mis-
sion to suppress enemy air de-
fenses that dates back to the
Vietnam War and the one that
Blea and Parks were conducting
on the night they earned their
Silver Stars.

The Air Force statement does
not specify the enemy or country
involved in the mission, but at
least two public accounts of the
event say the actions occurred
against the Houthis over Yemen
and the Red Sea.

Blea said he could not confirm
those details, either.

But he was able to describe
what it looked and felt like when
the ground lit up underneath him
and Parks, the flight lead, on a
moonless night as they prepared
to head out while low on fuel.

“We were doing an escort,”
Blea said, making sure the air-
craft they were accompanying
were “protected throughout the
night.”

It was toward the end of the
sortie, and Blea needed to get to
the tanker since he was low on
fuel.

“We turn around to start head-
ing back,” he said. That’s when
the night took a sudden turn.

“I look outside and just see the
ground light up,” he said, the
first indication that the enemy
was launching surface-to-air
missiles under their location.
“It’s pitch black, we’re on (night-
vision goggles), the moon is com-
pletely obscured.

“The missile lighting up the
ground is one of the images that

will forever stick with me,” Blea
said.

His medal citation says Blea’s
“selfless decision to act as a de-
coy, drawing the full fury of the
enemy’s integrated air defenses,
including four radar-guided
missiles and a barrage of anti-
aircraft artillery, ensured the
success of the critical bombing
mission, which aimed to cripple
enemy ballistic missile storage
facilities.”

During the course of about 15
minutes, Blea used a combina-
tion of defensive measures and
high G maneuvers to evade the
missiles, which detonated within
feet of his aircraft, his citation
says.

Blea described one missile that
sailed within 20 to 30 feet of him,
so close the smoke plume behind
it lit up his aircraft canopy and
he watched it explode “just as it
flies past me.”

While still within enemy terri-
tory, “Blea calmed his nerves
and expertly rejoined on an
emergency air refueling tanker
operating lights out and in low
illumination,” his citation reads.

Blea said he’s honored to re-
ceive the Silver Star but the
award to him is recognition of the
teamwork by his squadron dur-
ing the entire deployment.

“Between the maintainers that
gave us jets night in and night out
that we never questioned were
going to work to the tanker crews
that we had, I owe them a huge
debt of gratitude,” he said.

Another reward was being
greeted by maintainers, a few
pilots and other crew when he

ALEXANDRA LoNGFELLOW/U.S. Air Force
Air Force Maj. Michael A. Blea,
480th Fighter Squadron
assistant director of operations,
is awarded the Silver Star during
a ceremony at Ramstein Air
Base, Germany, on March 3.

landed back at base that night. “I
had so much support at my jet
waiting for me,” he said.

The enormity of the moment,
however, didn’t sink in until he
opened the jet’s canopy and felt a
rush of fresh air, he said. “That’s
when it kind of hit me, that I'm
safe, I'm on the ground; we lived
through it and we had mission
success.”

One of his good friends
climbed up the ladder and put
his hand on his chest, Blea said.
“He said, ‘Dude, you’re back,
take a deep breath.” That’s the
first time I realized I hadn’t tak-
en a deep breath in the last three
hours.”

In that moment, Blea said he
felt “just the gratitude to be alive,
and the rewarding feeling that
the training worked and we were
able to do what we set out to do.”

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
@stripesktown

Army approves issue of its first
new hand grenade since 1960s

By JENNIFER H. SvaAN
Stars and Stripes

U.S. soldiers have a new base-
ball-sized weapon in their arse-
nal designed to give them an
advantage in close-quarter fight-
ing.

The Army on March 10 ap-
proved for full release of a hand
grenade built for urban combat,
marking the first new grenade to
enter the service since the Viet-
nam War era.

According to the service, the
MI111 will provide an advantage
in confined spaces while aug-
menting the M67, which is the
primary hand grenade American

soldiers have fought with since
1968.

Unlike the M67, which re-
placed the older “pineapple”
grenade and releases steel frag-
ments in all directions to inflict
injury, the M111 leverages blast
overpressure, the force generat-
ed by an explosion that can lead
to severe injuries, according to
an Army statement.

The M67 is more suited to
fighting in open terrain, a key
lesson the Army learned during
door-to-door urban combat in
Iraq, Col. Vince Morris said in
the statement.

Inside a building, M67 shrap-

nel can be limited by enclosed
spaces or barriers, the Army
said. Fragments can pierce a thin
wall and risk the lives of Amer-
ican service members on the
other side, Morris said.

The blast overpressure gener-
ated by the M111 “can clear a
room of enemy combatants
quickly, leaving nowhere to hide
while ensuring the safety of
friendly forces,” said Morris,
project manager for Close Com-
bat Systems at the Capabilities
Program Executive Ammunition
and Energetics.

The canister-shaped M111 was
developed by Army engineers at
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The M111 will be the first new
grenade for the Army since
1968.

Picatinny Arsenal in New Jersey.
It replaces the obsolete Mk3A2
hand grenade series, which
stopped being issued in 1975 due
to asbestos in its exterior coating.
The M111 uses a plastic body that
is fully consumed during det-
onation, according to the Army.

Marines
to require
more time
in water

By Lypia GORDON
Stars and Stripes

Marines will soon be expected
to spend more time in the pool in
line with the service’s plans to
overhaul its water survival re-
quirements beginning later this
year, according to a recent mes-
sage to the force.

A new five-level qualification
program, set to begin Oct. 1, will
replace the current three-tier
system of basic, intermediate and
advanced swim qualifications.
Additionally, swimming profi-
ciency level will now be factored
into Marines’ performance eval-
uations, the March S message
said.

The change is intended to
ensure that Marines are more
comfortable in the water and
better prepare them for amphib-
ious missions, the service said.

The new progression will in-
clude a basic level for recruits,
followed by novice, competent,
proficient and advanced levels.

Changes to swimming qual-
ifications at boot camp will be
“minimal,” though recruits will
be expected to complete both the
basic and novice levels, accord-
ing to the message.

Recruits who do not meet the
novice standard before gradua-
tion will require a waiver from
the recruit depot’s commanding
general, and the basic qualifica-
tion will be valid for only one
year, the announcement said.

Each qualification beyond the
basic level introduces more de-
manding requirements than the
previous system, including time
increases for treading water and
a greater number of swimming
strokes and techniques, accord-
ing to the Marine Corps’ fitness
site.

The push to strengthen water
survival standards dates back to
the Corps’ Training and Educa-
tion 2030 planning guidance
released in early 2023.

Previously, Marines who com-
pleted the basic water survival
course in boot camp had to re-
qualify every two years, while
those holding intermediate or
advanced qualifications were
required to requalify every three
years.

Under the new guidance, Ma-
rines with a requalification re-
quirement after Oct. 1 will have
six months to complete the ap-
propriate course under the new
program before being considered
unqualified.

gordon.lydia@stripes.com
@lydia_stripes
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DOD plans to expand St

Pentagon wants to limit content,
shift away from print newspaper

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

The Pentagon has released a
modernization plan for Stars and
Stripes that affirms the pub-
lication’s independence while
expanding Defense Department
oversight, introducing new re-
strictions on content and transi-
tioning away from a print pub-
lication.

An eight-page memo, dated
March 9 and effective immediate-
ly, limits the use of wire services,
bars comics and other syndicated
features and states that content
must be consistent with “good
order and discipline,” a phrase
borrowed from the Uniform Code
of Military Justice.

The memo is the first formal
explanation since Pentagon chief
spokesman Sean Parnell said in a
Jan. 15 social media post that the
Defense Department intended to
“refocus” the news organization
“from woke distractions that
syphon morale.”

On March 13, Parnell in a state-
ment provided the first direct
comment to the organization
since Jan. 15. He said the depart-
ment is “returning S&S to its
original mission: an independent
news source for service members
stationed overseas that is by the
warfighter and for the warfight-
er.”

Parnell said the effort includes
“atransition from print to digital,
transition to uniformed staff at
locations outside the continental
U.S., and other efficiency mea-
sures that will eliminate redun-
dancies and ensure smart use of
DOW resources.”

Stars and Stripes staff current-
ly includes service members on
one- to three-year assignments
who are mentored by civilian
journalists.

The service members are typ-
ically trained by the services in
public relations.

Parnell did not answer ques-
tions about how his office is coor-
dinating with the news orga-
nization to implement these
changes or if the decisions are

based on any formal review or
evaluation of Stars and Stripes
operations.

No coordination

Stars and Stripes Publisher
Max Lederer told U.S.-based staff
of the memo March 12 and said he
would begin meeting with the
organization’s leadership to dis-
cuss implementation of the me-
mo.

Lederer said he has not been
contacted directly by anyone
from the Pentagon about the
changes, despite reaching out to
them. The memo, which was sent
to Pentagon leaders and comba-
tant commanders, was written
without Stars and Stripes’ input.

Stars and Stripes was not noti-
fied about publication of the me-
mo, which was found during a
search on a DOD website.

“It is unlikely that the Pentagon
was aware of the extensive mo-
dernization that Stars and Stripes
had already begun,” Erik Slavin,
Stars and Stripes editor in chief,
said in a statement on March 12.
“Over the past year, the changes
to our digitally produced news
and information have resulted in
significant increases in page-
views, engagement and sub-
scribers.”

Reader feedback and real-
world usage drove the efforts,
said Slavin, who became the orga-
nization’s top editor late last year
after more than 20 years sta-
tioned with the company in Ja-
pan, Iraq, South Korea and Ger-
many.

Business operations and fund-
ing remain largely unchanged by
the memao.

‘Threat’ to First Amendment

Press freedom advocates said
the memo shifts authority over
content decisions in a way that
risks undermining the news-
room’s independence.

“This clearly shows that the
Pentagon is trying to increase its
influence over content decisions
at Stars and Stripes,” said Ti-
mothy Richardson, program

ripes oversight
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A service member reads Stars and Stripes in 2024. A March 9 memo
affirmed the paper’s independence while announcing restrictions.

director of journalism and disin-
formation for PEN America, a
nonprofit that protects free ex-
pression.

“That’s a threat to the First
Amendment, certainly, and the
independence that the Congress
has long guaranteed for the news-
room,” he said after reviewing the
memo.

PEN America and five other
press-freedom organizations sent
aletter to Congress last month in
support of Stars and Stripes’
editorial independence.

Stars and Stripes, which is
owned by the Defense Depart-
ment, was first published by
Union troops during the Civil War
and has been published contin-
uously since World War II. The
newspaper publishes print edi-
tions overseas and a U.S. weekly
edition. It distributes to combat
zones as needed.

Its website and other digital
offerings have gained readership
among troops stationed across the
U.S. and among veterans.

The news organization has
been threatened with closure
over the years but has repeatedly
garnered support from veterans
and bipartisan members of Con-
gress.

The Pentagon in January with-
drew a federal regulation that
underpinned the mandate set by
Congress for Stars and Stripes to
provide independent journalism

Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher
Erik Slavin, Editor in Chief
Brian Bowers, Guam Edition Editor
Scott Foley, Revenue Director
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to the military community under
the principles of the First Amend-
ment.

The new memo confirmed that
Stars and Stripes’ editorial oper-
ations are “independent of the
military chain of command, mil-
itary public affairs activities or
other external influences,” but
makes no mention of First
Amendment freedoms.

It moves the defense secretar-
y’s public affairs office into an
oversight role. Previous guidance
gave it an administrative role to
help with funding, military man-
ning and other regulatory steps. It
also calls for an advisory board of
Defense Department personnel.

Content overhaul

The memo bars purchased
content on the assumption that all
service members overseas have
online access to all commercially
available news on their own.
Exceptions for purchased content
can be approved by Parnell, ac-
cording to the memo.

Stars and Stripes uses wire
services to provide more com-
plete world coverage of interest to
the military community.

Jacqueline Smith, Stars and
Stripes’ ombudsman, said wire
services add value because they
fill gaps and make a news outlet a
“one-stop shop.”

“A complete newspaper should
include national sports and enter-
tainment ...,” she said. “Stripes
does not have the resources to do
its own reporting in those areas.
Yet sports and entertainment
contribute to the morale of
troops.”

Losing this “will reduce the
quality and breadth of informa-
tion available to readers,” Slavin
said.

The memo calls on Stars and
Stripes to be a “‘hometown-style’
publication for the increasingly
niche U.S. military community”
and says it “should” republish

content created by the Defense
Department public affairs offices
with a label describing its origin,
though it grants the publisher
latitude to determine whether
such content serves readers’
needs.

The memo does not specify
which publications should in-
clude public affairs content.

“We have no plans to commin-
gle military public relations of-
ferings with our independent
reporting,” Slavin said. “Stars
and Stripes remains committed to
balanced and accurate reporting
on behalf of the military com-
munity we serve.”

Other changes require the
ombudsman to send information
bound for Congress through the
Defense Department Legislative
Affairs Office.

“The House Armed Services
Committee created the indepen-
dent position in 1990-91 with the
requirement the ombudsman
report to the committee on mat-
ters of importance to maintaining
Stripes editorial independence,”
Smith said. “If that report must go
through the Pentagon’s legislative
affairs staff, then there is no assu-
rance it would be complete and
unchanged and there would be no
opportunity to ask the ombud-
sman questions.”

The memo also bars reporters
from requesting public records
through the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act in an official capacity and
prohibits the organization from
publishing “controlled unclassi-
fied information.” This label has
often been used to limit the re-
lease of information under broad-
ly defined terms.

Last year, the Pentagon asked
all reporters working within the
building to sign a pledge that
included a similar demand. Doz-
ens of journalists turned in their
access badges, while a new group
of reporters signed the agreement
and replaced them.

“The obstacles that the Penta-
gon continues to throw in the way
of credible reporting are growing,
and [the memo] is another clear
example of that,” Richardson
said.

As plans to change the pub-
lication come together, Slavin
said readers will be informed at
each step.

“We will let readers, partic-
ularly print readers in remote
locations and situations where
unsecure internet is spotty or
prohibited, know that comics,
national sports, state-by-state
roundups and other content may
soon no longer be published due
to the limits of the memo.

“Feedback from deployed
troops tells us that this will not be
apopular decision,” he said.

thayer.rose@stripes.com
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