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Changing schools.Changing schools.
Changing friends.Changing friends.
Changing houses.Changing houses.
Changing cars.Changing cars.
Changing routines.Changing routines.
The military is full of changes that The military is full of changes that 
not only service members have to go not only service members have to go 
through, but also their families. through, but also their families. 

A military child’s life is full of A military child’s life is full of 
changes, but not all are bad.changes, but not all are bad.
Changing currencies.Changing currencies.
Changing countriesChanging countries
Changing cultural foodsChanging cultural foods
Changing environments.Changing environments.
The same way the seasons change The same way the seasons change 
everything about a military everything about a military 
child’s life could to and in the child’s life could to and in the 
blink of an eye. blink of an eye. 

All of these changes could be All of these changes could be 
good if you just look at it the good if you just look at it the 
right way.right way.
Changing perspectives.Changing perspectives.

By Emma Whitead,By Emma Whitead,
9th Grade, M.C. Perry High School9th Grade, M.C. Perry High School

CHANGING PERSPECTIVESCHANGING PERSPECTIVES

SETTING MY COURSE ABROAD 
Next to an empty chair,  I gaze at the gate where Next to an empty chair,  I gaze at the gate where 
the jetway waits. My body feels dense,  Full with the the jetway waits. My body feels dense,  Full with the 
burden I’m forced to carry burden I’m forced to carry 

“Group 3 passengers to begin boarding” “Group 3 passengers to begin boarding” 

The friends, families, memories  Gone, in an The friends, families, memories  Gone, in an 
instant flash. Pass scanned, new plans,  instant flash. Pass scanned, new plans,  

I have to board, Setting my course abroad.I have to board, Setting my course abroad.

By Ferdinand Hernandez,By Ferdinand Hernandez,
9th Grade, M.C. Perry High School9th Grade, M.C. Perry High School

NEVER FORGET 
Move from place to placeMove from place to place

Make memories at each stop Make memories at each stop 
Never forget whyNever forget why

By Samantha PardueBy Samantha Pardue
9th Grade, M.C. Perry High School9th Grade, M.C. Perry High School

Congratulate
a 2026 grad!

Our annual Grad Tab highlighting 
Pacific DODEA high schools and their 
graduating classes will appear in the 
May 22 edition of Stripes Japan. 

For just $25, customize your own 
message that will appear in this 
keepsake edition. 

What you need:
•	 A photo of the graduate 
•	 Graduate’s first name
•	 Your name, as you want it to appear in 
print (e.g. “Suzy & Steve” or “Mom & Dad”)

•	 A congratulatory message of no 
more than 20 words

•	 The graduate’s high school

Send info by May 15, 5 p.m. to 
PacificGrad@stripes.com 
and a Stripes representative will 
follow-up with you right away. 
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PURPLE PEOPLE
Floating through the air Floating through the air 

Purple Flowers Everywhere Purple Flowers Everywhere 
Always Strong and BraveAlways Strong and Brave

By Mikai Rossiter,By Mikai Rossiter,
9th Grade, M.C. Perry High School9th Grade, M.C. Perry High School
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By Leo C.
When I moved away to Japan it was hard 

because I had to move away from most of 
my family. But I think it was good to move 
here only because I made some of my great-
est friends. These Friends helped me get 
through all sorts of challenges. I’ve only 
moved to Japan as a Military child. I am 
proud of helping some friends and people 
as a military child. That’s almost all I did as 
a military child but I still have another year 
to go.

To place an ad, call DSN 227-7370
japan.stripes.com/contact

For feedback and inquiries,

contact CustomerHelp@stripes.com

Max D. Lederer Jr.
Publisher

Laura Law
Chief Operating Officer 

Lt. Col. Lucas Crouch
Commander

John Albaugh
Chief of Staff

Scott Foley
Revenue Director

Chris Verigan
Engagement Director 

Marie Woods
Publishing and Media Design Director 

Chris Carlson
Publishing and Media Design Manager

Eric Lee
Revenue Manager

Enrique  “Rick”  W. Villanueva Jr.
Japan Area Manager 

Kentaro Shimura
Production Manager

Rie Miyoshi
Engagement Manager 

Denisse Rauda
Publishing and Media Design Editor

Publishing and Media Design Writers
Shoji Kudaka Hyemin Lee

Luis Samayoa Takahiro Takiguchi 

Layout Designers
Yuko Okazaki Kayoko Shimoda

Yurika Usui

Multimedia Consultants
Max Genao Doug Johnson

Hans Simpson Chae Pang Yi
Benjamin Yoo Gianni Youn

Robert Zuckerman

Graphic Designers
Mamoru Inoue Kazumi Hasegawa 

Yukiyo Oda Yosuke Tsuji

Sales Support
Yeseul Kim Dong Ju Lee
Yoko Noro Yusuke Sato

Saori Tamanaha Toshie Yoshimizu
Mako Watanabe

SolLars Elementary SchoOlCelebrating Month of the Military Child

By Carver S.
What makes my life special as a Military 

Kid are the places that I have lived and the 
friends I have had. I think it is better being a 
Military Kid because you move every 3 years 
and non Military kids do not move so often or 
maybe do not move at all. A challenge that 
I have worked through is moving to a place 
that I did not know if I would like but did like 
it. I have liked all the places I have liked that 
I have lived. If I was not a Military Kid I would 
not have not done the things I have done or 
had all the different food I have eaten and 
the things I have done. This is what makes 
my life as a military kid special.

By Giovanni E.
Being a military child is not easy. Like 

when one of your parents leaves for a long 
time. There are pros and cons about being a 
military child. And life can be hard too.

The pros about being a military child is 
that you get so many privileges that other 
people don’t have. Like traveling to lots of 
places or trying a lot of new things. For Ex-
ample when I moved to Japan it was so cool. 
Some places and things I thought were in-
teresting. It was good. You can get a lot of 
things from a lot of places you’ve been to.

The cons about being a military child 
is when your parents leave. For the parent 
thing it was my dad. He left to go to work 
for a long time. It felt different around the 
house when my dad left. It was stressful for 
my mom, a mother of 4 including me.

Then one day it struck me. My dad told 
me that we were leaving for Japan. I for-
got why we went. The day I left I had to leave 
all of my memories behind. I left on the day 
of Sunday and went to At first thought of 
all my memories while I was on the plane to 
Tokyo. When I got off the plane I was tired 
and felt like I had been on that plane for de-
cades. Then we had to take another plane to 
Misawa. It wasn’t long either because I fell 
asleep on the plane. When I got off the plane 
ride, I saw Misawa for the first time. When I 
got a good glimpse of Misawa I knew that my 
future was going to be great.

By Lainie J.
Being a military child is not easy. Military 

children have hard lives. I will go over some 
of my challenges that I had being a military 
child.

When I was 7 I left Kentucky and then I 
went to Japan ( fun fact I lived there for 
around 7 years) I also had to leave my child-
hood crush that I had a good crush on ( 
shout out Connor my childhood crush.) My 
sister though she took it a lot harder she 
had to leave so many friendships and one 
of them she was happy to. She has lots of 
friends. Me on the other hand I did not. but 
I didn’t need to because I always believed 
that Ellie, my sister, would play with me if I’m 
lonely. (but that’s how they took a term and 
I moved here now she shuts herself in her 
room for literally half of the day.)

If my dad didn’t take the teaching job 
here I would have never met my best friend! 
(shout out to Brooke my best friend) And I 
would have probably not been here right 
now! He took the job anyway. I’m happy he 
did because I wouldn’t have met my all of my 
best friends sadly they left.(and fun fact 
about me I didn’t know Japan was a thing 
until I moved here) If you wouldn’t have took 
the job I would have never have tried this 
beautiful food and it’s beautiful restau-
rant called hama sushi is my favorite. And 
I wouldn’t never have been to this awesome 
place called The Air and Space Museum it’s 
awesome.

There are so many more things that I 
could have mentioned that are super cool 
about being a military child. I am very happy 
that I am a military child.

By Jackson J.
Something that makes being a Military 

Child special is being able to move around 
and see so many new places while moving.

For example during my move from Ne-
braska to Montana it was fun because I got 
to go to Mount Rushmore on the way. Then 
when I got there I found some new friends 
on the way.

By Meridian C.
The reason I like being a Military Child is 

having and meeting such wonderful friends. 
There are a lot of really nice people I would 
have never met if I weren’t a Military Child. 
Although they do move away after a few 
years, I’m very grateful for how nice every-
one was.

Also, I love all the support! Everyone is 
always nice and has never treated me differ-
ently for being a Military Child.

Another thing I love about being a Mili-
tary Child is free medication. I don’t know 
if all children who are military kids get free 
medication, but I’m appreciative that I never 
get seriously hurt.

Even though being a Military Child is hard 
at times, like losing friends, parents going on 
work trips faraway, not being able to access 
everything, all the benefits that come with it 
are super amazing and worth it. Can’t wait 
to keep exploring!

5th Grade ·· Mr. North
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By CeCe R.
Our lives are special because we are Mili-

tary Children. It might be hard because we 
lose friends but we can always make new 
ones. For me I moved away from my old 
school but when I got here I made a lot more 
friends.

Being a Military Child is also special be-
cause you get to make new friends and trav-
el a lot. It is also hard sometimes because 
challenges can happen.

By Cameron T.
One thing special about being a Military 

Child is that you get to travel to cool places 
like Japan. Another thing special about be-
ing a Military Child is that you meet nice peo-
ple along the way. You could also leave nice 
people because being a Military Child means 
you have to PCS. Being a Military Child is spe-
cial because you can also go through cool, 
tough, and easy challenges. An example of 
a tough challenge is that your mom or dad 
might have to go somewhere because of be-
ing in the military.

By Hunter G
Something that makes my life special 

as a military child is the friends I have. My 
friends are funny because we have the same 
interests in video games which leads us 
to having similar humors. I also have good 
memories with friends like when Jayden’s lit-
tle sister knocked me out with a belt and also 
when my friends and I made a game to play 
at recess too. Friends are one of many perks 
of being a military child.

By Edmund W.
What it means to be special to be a Mil-

itary Child is very simple to explain what it 
means to be a Military Child. What it means 
to be a military Child is to like to be a good 
person and one of your parents is in the 
Military to be a Military Child. It also means 
you’re going to have parents TDYing a lot.

There is a lot to talk about being a Mili-
tary Child, there is a lot about being a Mili-
tary Child to be special. Being a Military Child 
is difficult to explain so I’m going to talk 
about the stuff we need to cover so there 
is no time to waste, but first we need to talk 
about how to be a Military Child in the states. 
How to be a Military Child in the states is to 
live on base for 3 years and your parents to 
be in the military protecting people that are 
important to the people we love and care 
about!

Also being a Military Child is good be-
cause you’re a great person to be a Mili-
tary Child. How to be a Military Child in Ja-
pan is that your dad works in the Military to 
protect the people that we care about and 
love in Japan and the states are two per-
fect things to be a Military! I thank you all 
for reading this passage with me. I hope to 
enjoy it!

By Reyna C.
My life being a Military child is special be-

cause I get to move, and I get to meet new 
people and it is also so fun to try new things. 
It can just be very hard because you meet 
new people and then you have to leave. For 
example, I met my best friend Selena but 
the sad thing is in a few months I will have 
to PCS. The saddest thing is if I hadn’t met 
Selena I would still be the sad alone girl but 
once I became BFF’s with Selena I was so 
happy I wasn’t so sad anymore thanks to 
Selena. Now let me tell you how sad it is when 
you have to say goodbye. First when you live 
with your family for 9 years and have to say 
good bye. When my mom told me that we 
were moving I cried. I just felt so sad, mad 
and a lot more emotions so that day I ran 
to my nana and I told how much I was going 
to miss her. At the time I was scared that 
if something happened to my grandparents 
well I was gone. The day we were moving my 
grandparents took me and my mom to the 
airport and I thought I wasn’t going to cry 
but then came the time to say goodbye. I 
knew that it was going to be hard but I didn’t 
think that hard.

When I said bye to my grandpa I was fi 
ne but then I had to say goodbye to my nana 
just seeing her and my mom cry just made 
me cry because I was leaving my home town 
and my family. When I went back to security I 
was crying a lot I didn’t want to go. Now you 
know why it is fun to be a military child but 
how hard it can be at the same time.

Hopefully you learned how fun and hard 
being a military child can be.

By John M.
The two things that make my life spe-

cial as a military child are my house and my 
friends. The reason why my house makes me 
special is because I can have a place to live 
and a place to stay and eat and eat and I 
can do anything I want at home.

The second thing that makes my life spe-
cial is that I also made friends along the way 
and I did like the life of a military kid and I 
made more friends along the way when I was 
in America for 5 years.

The third reason why my life is special is 
my family because I get to spend time with 
them and my close friends while I’m going to 
special activities if I meet them and spend 
time with them.

The other reason why I like being a mili-
tary child is because I like going out with my 
family to other places with my family and 
friends.

The last reason why my military kid life is 
special is because my cousin visits me a lot 
and I like to spend time with him and I also 
like to go out with him to the stores and go 
to a lot of places with him and i like when he 
visits me and i like to visit him on the holi-
days if i can do or sometimes he visits me 
instead because he likes to see me a lot and 
he likes to play with me.

By Landon N.
Something that makes my life special is 

moving. I have been to places that people 
can’t in a lifetime. I have been to Italy, Ire-
land, Japan, Israel, Germany, Arizona, Cali-
fornia, and Venice. Being a military child isn’t 
just about moving or visiting places, it’s also 
about the great friends you make along the 
way like Hunter, Leo, Logan, Xander, Coopyr. 
Not only friends but great teachers like Mrs. 
Cooper and Mr. North. Being a military child 
isn’t all good. The hardest parts are not see-
ing my dad as much as I want to see him and 
other friends moving and the work hours for 
my parents. The biggest challenge is my dad 
is retiring soon. I don’t know any other life 
except living overseas and moving. It is go-
ing to be hard. A change, but being a military 
child has prepared me. So when it’s time for 
my dad to retire I’m ready for the change.

By Jensen 16
This month is Military Child Month. Some 

things that make me feel special about be-
ing a military child are being able to move to 
places I have never been to, like Germany, Mi-
sawa, and North Carolina. Some things that 
make me proud are making friends and go-
ing through hard times like losing friends 
because I have to PCS, and moving to new 
schools with new people.

By Mackenzie S.
What makes my life special about being a 

Military Child is all the traveling. I get to live 
in places like Japan, where not many other 
kids get the privilege to do that. That’s what 
makes it special.

It’s also about the friends I make along 
the way, but that’s also the hard part, leav-
ing friends. I have met a lot of good people 
along the way like my besties in Illinois. Once 
I moved, it was hard without them, but when I 
moved I met my other bestie, Abby. Also when 
I moved, I got to go places. Not just places 
where I lived, places like Fiji and South Korea. 
Those places were amazing.

Going to other countries, meeting 
friends, and experiences are just some of 
the many privileges about being a Military 
Child. Being a Military Child is great. I am very 
thankful to be one.

By Charlton W.
Being a military child is sometimes not 

easy, because you have to live far away from 
family, move away from your best friend, 
make new friends, get used to new teachers, 
and live in places that don’t even speak your 
language. For me, the hardest challenge is 
being far away from family. One side of my 
family only lives 20 minutes away from each 
other. The shortest distance I have ever lived 
from my family is 7 hours. Even when we were 
that close we only visited them 3 times a 
year.

Even though there’s lots of sad things 
about being a military child, there are way 
more better things than worse, like making 
new friends, visiting cool places, meeting 
people who have come from amazing places, 
living in a safe environment, getting amaz-
ing teachers, and getting to see new cul-
tures. One thing I love is meeting new peo-
ple. I made a friend named Collin who would 
stick with me no matter what I did. There 
was another friend named Kai who taught 
me how to do amazing tricks on the tram-
poline and always encouraged me to keep 
going no matter how hard things got. Sadly 
both these friends moved. There’s another 
friend named Jack who always makes me 
feel special. One time, when we were voting 
who should get a SOAR award, Jack yelled 
out “Charlie for president”, and one time in 
the cafeteria he started chanting” Charlie 
for president.” There are other kids who do 
this and I am so grateful for them. There’s 
lots of other people that made me who I am, 
but if I name all of them and what they did I 
would be writing for days.

The other thing that I love about being 
a military child is visiting cool places. I have 
been to Arizona, Italy, California, New Mexi-
co, and Japan. Each one has been unique 
in its own way. I don’t remember Arizona or 
Italy because I was young. So I’ll start with 
California, there were huge buildings and a 
huge school called Oxford. New Mexico was 
the hottest place I remember and the most 
desert. Last, but not least, Japan, I saw the 
most snow I have ever seen in my whole life.

In all, being a military child has its ups 
and downs. From meeting new people to vis-
iting new places, but you have to stay away 
from family. In my opinion though I think it’s 
amazing being a military child.

By Logan N.
There are things about me being a Mili-

tary child that makes me special. I’ve seen, 
felt, and overall experienced a lot of differ-
ent things that makes me special from oth-
ers as a Military child. I will now tell you spe-
cial things as a military child.

One special thing as a Military child is 
moving around places. I’ve lived at a lot of 
houses, I’ve learned at a lot of schools, and 
I’ve visited a lot of places, due to being a 
Military child. I’ve also made a lot of friends, 
but sadly I had to leave them due to being a 
Military child. The places I’ve lived at are New 
York, Texas, Las Vegas, and now Japan. It 
has been nice to experience these places, but 
when I settle in one place, I eventually have 
to move, leaving experiences behind. Moving 
around a ton as a child like me is rare, but for 
me, a Military child, it is common.

As a Military child, my father, as Military, 
sadly had to leave a couple of times, for a 
few months, to places away from home. I 
have been missing my father whenever he 
leaves, as I love my father. This has also been 
hard for my family, so we are there for each 
other. It is sad for this to happen, but most 
of the time, I am able to call and play video 
games with him. During spring break, I had 
started a game with my father, and one of 
my friends, Leo. It was fun to play with my 
dad while he had left, and I continue play-
ing this game, and other games, today. Other 
people likely do not experience this with their 
parents, but as a Military child, I do.

There are also pretty nice things for be-
ing a Military child. There are military dis-
counts for my father, and when my father 
leaves, my family and I may get supported, 
getting supportive items, parties, and dis-
counts. This is nice and allows me to feel a 
bit better for when my father leaves.

In conclusion, it is special for me to be a 
Military child. Whether it is traveling around 
countries, having my father leave, or getting 
lots of support, being a Military child is a 
special experience, good and bad.

By Brooke O.
Being a Military Child is very hard. Every 

few years I move, and every few years I have 
to say goodbye to a friend. But every year, I 
get to go to new places and do new things.

There was a girl named Logan that I’ve 
known since 3rd grade. But last year she 
moved away, and it was really tough to 
watch her go. And in just a few months, I 
have to move to Germany and leave all my 
friends that live here in Japan. I also have 
to pack up all my stuff and live off of suit-
cases for a month, and spend 8 hours in an 
airplane.

When I’m moving though, I get to go visit 
all my family in America. And when I get to 
Germany, I can see new sights and explore 
new places. I’m super excited to go to Ger-
many because I’ve never been there before! 
It’s close to a lot of amazing things like the 
Eiffel Tower and a lot of castles! And it gives 
me the opportunity to eat new foods, learn a 
new language and explore new places!

Being a Military Child can be tough some-
times, but I like it much better than living in 
the same place and knowing the same peo-
ple my entire life! Moving can be super fun, 
and it also builds resilience. I’m proud to be 
a Military Child!

By Siwon L.
My life makes me special as a military 

child because first of all I get a lot of ben-
efits. Like the military gym and indoor play-
ground, because military people don’t have 
to pay for the gyms and indoor playgrounds. 
But Non-military people have to pay for 
gyms and indoor playgrounds off base,and 
that’s the good part. But the bad part is 
that you have to make new friends every few 
years,and the good thing is that you get to 
make a lot of different friends with differ-
ent personalities. And also when you’re a 
military child you get to travel around the 
world. There are a lot of pros and cons when 
you’re a military child but I like it more as a 
military child.

By Afua N.
My life as a Military Child is special be-

cause I can travel more and try new things. 
Japan has a lot of fun things and food like 
yakisoba and Disneyland. I can also make 
lots of friends. I moved to England when I 
was only 5 so I didn’t really understand mov-
ing. When I moved 4 years later, I missed my 
friends a lot. I still text one of my old friends. 
Japan is only my 2nd station.

That’s what makes my life as a Military 
child special!

By Sora
My life as a military kid is special be-

cause I can travel to new places and make 
new friends. Sometimes I don’t want to be a 
military kid because my dad has to go on a 
ship and go to work for about 2˜3 months. 
When my dad is gone I feel very sad and. I like 
trying new things. Even though I only went to 
Japan and the States, it was very fun.

By Liam M.
One of the toughest things about being a 

military child is leaving. At first, I liked leav-
ing because I didn’t really like where I previ-
ously lived. It wasn’t so fun, and over here I 
could just make more friends in Japan, but it 
isn’t the same usually after school. I would 
go hang out with my friends, but he isn’t 
here, or I would go play games with them, 
but they aren’t here, and another thing is 
when you move away, you could just play 
with them online, but eventually you will grow 
apart or get caught up in school life as a 
military child is never easy it can be fun a 
good way to think of it is that you will see 
those friends again in a different country 
people have been before but not everyone 
has always gotten luck. That’s all I have to 
say, other than I don’t like jet lag. Thank you 
for reading this. Goodbye.

By Jammer R.
What makes my life special as being 

a Military Kid is that we travel around the 
world. We travel the world because we can 
only stay in the states for 3 or more years 
until you go somewhere else. Another thing 
is I have good friends because of travel-
ing. I can make new friends because I have 
to when I PCS. When I move I’m really gon-
na miss my three friends, Auto, Duiya. And 
Keisho.
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Celebrating Month of the Military Child

by Rylen Ransom
WOW! I see a big blue jet, and I think it 

is cool. They have wings and they are fly-
ing. When I see them, they make me hap-
py. I love jets. I also like riding on trains. I 
like to eat new foods. I also like traveling. 
I sometimes like moving. I also like going 
on buses. I like playing sports like basket-
ball. I also like going to new schools. It is 
so fun! I can meet new friends and teach-
ers. Are you a military child? If you are a 
military child, do you like it? I like being a 
military child!

by Ezra Grippa
Hello I am Ezra! Let me tell you why 

I like being a military child. First of all, I 
like that you travel all around the world. 
Sometimes your mom or dad has to go 
to another country and it could be hard. 
You often have to help your mom or dad. 
You also get to try new foods when you 
move to a different country. That’s why I 
like being a military child.

by James Skolek
Do you know what it feels like to be a 

military child? Let me tell you, I love be-
ing a military child.

My first reason is because I get to 
meet new people. I love to move around. 
I used to live in America, but my family 
and I moved to Japan. I love learning and 
speaking languages. I can speak Japa-
nese, English, and Spanish.

My second reason is that I get to try 
new foods. In Japan, I have tried shrimp, 
sushi, and mochi. They are so yummy!

My last reason is because I got to 
meet new friends. When I am with my 
friends we enjoy playing outside. Also, I 
have a house in San Diego. There I have 
many friends too.

These are the reasons why I love be-
ing a military child!

by Stephen Phillips
Do you like being a military child? 

Because I truly do! It is exciting because 
you get to move, but it’s sometimes dis-
appointing. You meet new friends, and 
you enjoy your community until one day 
your parents say, “We have to move!” 
Sometimes it is awesome when you have 
to move because you can learn how to 
do new things. I also enjoy being able to 
make new friends everywhere I move. 
I have many friends! Being with my 
friends makes me feel special.

My favorite part of being a military 
child is that I get to live or visit differ-
ent countries on any continent. When 
you are at your new destination, you can 
learn and experience their culture, food, 
and language.

This is why I love being a military 
child!

by Sydney Laskey
Do you see that? The beautiful pa-

pus blowing off the soft white puff ball 
of the dandelion. That is a symbol of me. 
I am a military child traveling here and 
there. I bloom wherever I go. Do you want 
to know a secret? I love being a military 
child!

I am so happy that I am a military 
child because I get to go to new places 
like Tokyo, Korea, and China. Visiting new 
lands can open your eyes to view really 
unique places. The tasty food you get to 
try is awesome like yakitori, udon, and 
ramen.

There is an unhappy part to being a 
military child. The part we do not always 
like to talk about is deployment. It is an 
extremely sad part when our parents 
deploy. We also move every three years. 
When we move, we lose our friends, but 
on the bright side, we make new friends 
at our new destination. How many plac-
es have you traveled to?

by Mark Govea
Do you know a military child? Well, 

after reading this, you do! My name is 
Mark, and I think that being a military 
child is really nice.

My first reason is that I get to go to 
new places. One time, I got to go to Mi-
yajima Deer Island twice. The first time I 
got two toy kunaies, and the second time 
I went to the aquarium and I got a pen-
guin plushy. I truly enjoyed seeing all the 
deer and learning about the different 
fish that can be found in the deep waters 
of Japan.

My second reason is that I get to meet 
new friends. Since first grade and second 
grade, I’ve been best friends with Mad-
den and Stephen. They are cool kids, and 
we enjoy hanging out together!

My third reason is that I get to try 
new foods. When I went to Okinawa, I 
went to a restaurant named Red Lobster. 
I really liked it! The food was fantastic.

It is for these reasons that I like being 
a military child.

by Liam Buenaventura
Have you ever wondered what it 

feels like to be a military child? I think 
it is amazing to be one. My favorite part 
about being a military child is that I can 
move to different duty stations all over 
the world. Now, we live in Japan, and it 
has been the best. My family and I have 
traveled to many different parts of Ja-
pan. I have learned a lot!

My least favorite part is when my Dad 
has to go on deployment. My Dad is a po-
lice officer. Sometimes he works really 
long hours and nights. I know my Dad is 
keeping watch and making sure that we 
are safe.

This is why I think it is amazing to be 
a military kid!

by Madden Latham
Have you ever wondered what it is 

like being a military child? Come along 
with me, and I’ll tell you. There are many 
reasons why I appreciate being a military 
child.

My first reason I like being a military 
child is that I enjoy moving and flying in 
planes. Many kids don’t like moving be-
cause of the hardships, but I think of it 
as a new adventure. When you are a mil-
itary child, you get to fly in an airplane 
when your parents receive new orders 
that are not within driving distance. The 
plane ride to Japan was amazing!

My second reason I like being a mili-
tary child is that I like to make new 
friends, it is so awesome! I have many 
fantastic friends, and we make memo-
ries together. We play games, sports, go 
to parties, and even learn together.

My final reason I like being a military 
child is to taste food from different cul-
tures. I live in Japan, and Japanese Sushi 
is so delicious. I also like going to see the 
Carps games. Have you ever tried real 
Japanese Sushi? TASTY!

Are you a military child? If so, what do 
you like about it? As you can see, these 
are the reasons why I like being a mili-
tary child.

by Ysabella Flores
To start, being a military child is quite 

challenging. When I was about six or sev-
en years old I had to move here to Japan. 
My old school was named Great Hearts 
Elementary and it was quite similar to 
this school. Sometimes, I have to wait 
for my dad to come home from work. He 
can only come home if his work allows 
him. Sometimes he can only stay for two 
weeks. I dislike seeing my father leave, 
but I know it is part of his job. I am strong, 
military strong! My younger sister is in 
Yochien. That is a Japanese school for 
Kindergardeners. My mom works on the 
base in the hangar. She works hard. I help 
my mother watch over my little sister, 
and sometimes I help with the chores. I 
am a second grader at MC Perry Prima-
ry School. I have made many new friends 
and I learned many new things. That is 
my life being a military child, and I adore 
it!

by Klaire Valencia
In my opinion, I think being a military 

child is exciting! As a military child, I get 
to travel and visit new lands all around 
the world.

To begin with, when you are a military 
child, you travel every time your parents 
get new orders. One day, Daddy received 
new orders, and my family and I moved 
to Japan. Living in Japan is awesome. 
The country is clean with many beautiful 
mountains. Japan is also very safe to live.

My next reason is that you can ex-
plore new places. One time, I went to the 
Kintai Bridge. It is an important part of 
Japanese history. Have you ever been to 
the Kintai bridge before? It is pretty awe-
some. Plus, you can taste many different 
flavors of ice cream or other Japanese 
food while you are there.

My final reason is that I can live 
in many different parts of the United 
States of America. Each state is special 
in its own way.

Have you had an awesome time with 
your family exploring your new duty sta-
tion? If you have, then you are a military 
child!!

by Lyvia Valenzuela
I love being a military child because 

we can travel to Different Countries, and 
you can too. You can even visit Disney-
land in California. 

Here is a fun fact for you!
Dandelions are weeds, but kids like 

blowing them AWAY.

by Poppy Encarnacion
I think being a military child is won-

derful. You get to try different foods that 
you have never experienced before.

Another reason is that it is both en-
joyable and depressing. When you move 
to a new location, you can make new 
friends at your new duty station. Some-
times you lose friends when you need to 
move to a new duty station. Saying good-
bye can be hard. The cool part is that you 
can call them or FaceTime from wherev-
er you are in the world. I became friends 
with Sydney, Klaire, Ariel, Lucy, Ysabella, 
and Cecil. That is why I love being a mili-
tary child.

Finally, you get to travel to differ-
ent places such as Japan or the United 
States. My family and I live in Japan. We 
enjoy learning about the culture, visit-
ing historical sites, and learning the lan-
guage.

That is why I love being a military 
child!

by Stella Knight
Yay! It is my favorite month of the 

year. It’s time to celebrate all of the mil-
itary children around the world. Cele-
brating the Month of the Military Child 
is fun! We have many events and special 
spirit days just for military kids.

My Dad is in the Navy. He fixes all the 
planes. When I hear one fly by, I wonder if 
my Daddy made that one fly again? One 
day, Daddy called us with the news. I was 
so happy. He said, “We are moving to Ja-
pan!” I was really excited and also sad to 
leave my friends. I was also a little ner-
vous because I knew that I would need to 
make new friends when we arrived. I was 
also super excited because I love cherry 
blossoms. I read that Japan has these 
trees all over the country!

You know, because I am a military 
child, I have lived in many different parts 
of the United States, like Kentucky and 
Texas. My family and I have many friends 
and many memories. Now that I live in 
Japan, I am making new friends like Pop-
py, Sydney, Darius, Cecil, Lucy, Klaire, 
and Ariel. They are kind to me. I also have 
the best teacher, Ms. Colar. She makes 
learning fun, and she’s funny too.

I am so happy that I am a military 
child too!

by Lucy Watson
Hooray! We are living in Japan. I think 

being a military child is awesome. I am a 
military child! There are several reasons 
why I think it is great to be a military 
child. My first reason is because I can live 
in cool places like Japan! 

My second reason is that I have the 
best friends. I love my friends, and I never 
want to leave them. My best friends are 
Poppy, Ariel, Ysabella, Sydney, and Stella!

My third reason is that I love my 
teacher. Her name is Ms. Colar. She is 
very funny, and she’s crazy sometimes, 
and she can also be calm! My classmates 
and I enjoy learning together with her.

My final reason is that I love my fam-
ily, which includes Charlie Watson, and 
she’s in the Navy. My dad is Matt Wat-
son, and my little sister Junie. Those are 
the people that I love most! These are 
the reasons why I LOVE being a military 
child. What do you like about being a mili-
tary child?

by Ariel Lopez
Hi everyone! My name is Ariel Lopez. 

I am a military child! I am so excited to 
be a military child. Do you want to know 
why?

First, it is because my dad is in the 
United States Marine Corps. This makes 
me a military child. Guess what? My dad 
is a strong Marine too. My dad helps oth-
er people in his battalion. He works very 
hard, and I am proud of my Dad. This 
makes me happy.

Second, I love my awesome school 
and community. My school helps me 
learn and helps me stay engaged. I en-
joy playing during recess with my friends 
Poppy, Cecil, and Lucy. My community is 
also very fun. We have many events like 
the 5K run, special movie nights, glow 
parties, an indoor pool, and much more!

My last reason I love being a military 
child is that I can try new foods. When we 
live overseas, we live in different coun-
tries. I now live in Japan. I get to enjoy su-
shi, ramen, Japanese sweets, and gyoza. 
They are delicious!

It is for these reasons that I love being 
a military child!

by Darius Ussin
Vroom! Did you hear that? The sound 

of a giant military plane engine getting 
ready for takeoff. Guess what? I am on it! 
I love being a military child for many rea-
sons. My first reason is that I can travel 
on enormous planes. I always hope to get 
a window seat because I am so thrilled by 
the awesome views outside of the planes.

Another reason I love being a military 
child is that I make new friends in many 
different countries and continents. 
That’s super cool! I have the best friends 
ever! Have you ever lived on a different 
continent and not always in Japan or the 
United States of America?

My final reason why I love being a 
military child is that it’s fun to travel. It 
is very cool to be in different countries 
on different continents. Currently, I live 
in Japan, which is part of Asia. My fam-
ily and I travel to many other countries in 
the Far East. We experience the culture, 
learn a new language, and taste many 
unique foods. In Japan, there’s a squid 
and tomato-flavored ice cream!

These are the reasons why I think be-
ing a military child is the absolute best! 
So now you know why I love being a mili-
tary child.

by Matthew Skolek
The reason I like being a Military child 

is because I am able to travel all around 
the world. The food around the world is 
very delicious.

by Andrew Wethered
Hello, my name is Andrew. Do you love 

being a military child? I do. I enjoy living 
in my military community and just be-
ing cozy inside my house. Sometimes, I go 
outside and play with my friends. I most-
ly enjoy being cozy and riding in planes.

I live in Japan now. It is a beauti-
ful country. I have tried many Japanese 
foods, but my favorite is chicken nuggets. 
I do like Japanese candy. There is a yum-
my taffy here called Hi-Chew. It has so 
many cool flavors.

Guess what? I go to MC Perry Primary 
School. I am a second grader. I have many 
friends at my school. My teacher is cool 
and crazy too. I like to give her gifts. So, 
as you can see, this is why I love being a 
military child.

by Vivian Dillon
I love being a military child. Do you 

love being a military child? My dad is in 
the United States Navy. He is going on a 
ship very soon. When your military par-
ents leave for duty, we refer to it as a de-
ployment. It is hard when your mom or 
dad goes away on deployment. Some-
times your parent may not always be 
home during special events at school, to 
celebrate holidays, or even be there for 
your birthday!

Another reason I love being a mili-
tary child is that I can make new friends 
everywhere we move. I have many nice 
friends in America and now in Japan.

My final reason is that being a mili-
tary child is also tons of fun! Because I 
live in Japan, I get to eat different foods. I 
have eaten sushi, ramen, and curry.

These are the reasons why I think be-
ing a military child is fun!

Yokosuka 
Middle School

5th Grade / Mr. Howell

2nd Grade / Ms. Colar
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Inever lived on a military base until I 
was in 7th grade when I went to be 
with my dad in Bahrain. I was there 

for one year. While living there, I met 
lots of really nice friends and started  
playing basketball. Because of the op-
portunities that I had there, my bas-
ketball skills improved tremendously.  
My team went 6-0 on the year and 
brought back the trophy. During this 
run, we practiced with the 15U boys 
who went 5-1 and only lost one game 
to the only other American school 
(American School of Bahrain). After the 
season, everyone on the teams trans-
ferred to other schools. Being in that 
environment made me fall in love with 
basketball, and now it’s going to be a 
sport I want to play for as long as pos-
sible. Now I live in Iwakuni, Japan. But 
the best thing about being a military 
kid is that I never lose touch with my 
friends because I get to travel with my 
current team. For example, I recent-
ly travelled to Yokosuka, and I met a 
friend from the team in Bahrain. It felt 
like a full-circle moment. It also feels 
really cool to think about my friends 
from Bahrain. For example, I can think 
of my friend Kyle, who lives in Thailand. I also 
think of  my two friends, Jerell and Jaylin, who 
are in Georgia. My last example is my friend 
Luca, who is in France. It’s very cool that I have 
friends all across the world. In conclusion, being 
a military student has many positives, such as 
traveling the world and meeting different types 
of people. Unfortunately, it does have a few 
negative aspects. Moving away from the home 
where my heart is and making a new home in 
another country. 

– Jayce Brown 

My life as a military child is good and full 
of opportunities and great friendships. 
Throughout my life I lived in Japan and 

California. I was born in Naha Okinawa in Oc-
tober 2010 and lived there until I was about 2 
years old. We then moved to America for the 
first time. I lived in San Diego where my family 
and I were stationed at Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Miramar. While living there, I was intro-
duced to many opportunities to participate in 
sports which then led to building many friend-
ships. I started playing soccer and basketball 
when I was 6 years old for the Youth Programs 
in the area. I liked playing sports because of the 
friendships I made when interacting with other 
people on the team. I got lucky and moved an 
hour away stationed in Miramar but went to a 
different school. In 3rd grade I stopped taking 
open opportunities of playing sports and when I 
finally decided to take open opportunities, Cov-
id-19 Occurred shutting everything down around 
me. I didn’t play sports for the next couple of 
years until I was in 6th grade. Then I moved to 
Japan, I wanted to play basketball more and I 
started to make friends along the way because 
of the opportunities here. Then in 7th grade, 
my Dad introduced me to track, I wasn’t really 
open to it because it was something new and 
not familiar with but I enjoyed doing it again in 
my 8th grade Year. I think being a military child 
is a great feeling having many opportunities in 
different activities. I also think you grow men-
tally stronger by letting go of Friendships but 
gaining new Friendships.

– Tommy Coker Jr.

Being a military child has shaped my life 
in many ways, especially through mov-
ing. When I was 3 years old, I moved from 

Alaska to Japan. I was too young to remem-
ber much, but it was the start of a life full of 
change. In 2018, I moved to California, where I 
had to adjust to a new place, new school, and 
new friends. Then in 2021, I moved back to Japan 
again. Moving so much hasn’t always been easy. 
Leaving friends behind is one of the hardest 
parts. Just when I get comfortable, it feels like 
everything changes again. But because of this, 
I’ve learned how to make new friends quickly 
and not be afraid of new situations. Living in 
both the United States and Japan has given me 
unique experiences. I’ve seen different cultures, 
tried new foods, and learned how people live in 
different parts of the world. These experienc-
es have made me more open-minded and under-
standing. Being a military child also means mak-
ing sacrifices. There are times when my family 
has to deal with long separations or big chang-
es. Even though it’s hard, it has made my fam-
ily stronger and closer. Overall, being a military 
child has made me more independent and adapt-
able. Even though moving can be difficult, it has 
helped me grow into a stronger person, and I’m 
proud of the life I’ve lived.

– Maxim Byers

It’s Really Not That Hard

“B eing a military child is not that hard.”
The biggest thing they all try to tell 
me until they experience the hard-

ships of family, friends, and the emotional bat-
tles that you constantly need to face. When 
my mom tells me, “It’s easy, you’ll make new 
friends”, I always sit there and think, Yeah, when 
I move and have to start it all over again. But, 
they still say…

“Being a military child is not that hard.”
Until you are face-to-face with your loved ones, 
saying goodbye for months
Just praying that they will make it back alive, or 
for your birthday in time. I mean, Dad, look how 
much I’ve grown, the birthdays you’ve missed, 
the tears I shed because you weren’t there. My 
school talent show, which I won, the one where 
you couldn’t even see me walk onto the stage 
and take 1st place. And all they have to say is….

“Being a military child is not that hard.”
I pleaded with them to silence their voices 
and listen to my own, because being a military 
child is not easy. Yes, there are perks, and yes, 
it does hurt. Those service members sacrifice 
their lives for their families, even knowing that 
they cannot be in their children’s lives all the 
time. So yes, being a military child is really just 
that hard. Even though I love being one, and to 
think that if I weren’t, I would not have met the 
amazing friends, teachers, and people in my 
community that I have around me. 

– Jaden Colar

The life of a military child can be 
hard for some but many others 
enjoy it. For me, being a military 

child was tough at times but I eventu-
ally learned to enjoy it. The hard parts 
are moving a lot and having to make new 
friends after you have already had good 
ones. I used to have really good friends 
in Virginia but had to say goodbye to 
them because we were moving to Japan. 
Another challenge for military children 
is that either their dad or mom goes 
away for deployment and being separat-
ed from a parent is hard. It is also hard 
because I don’t get to see my American 
family often since we moved. When we 
first got to Iwakuni we had to live at 
the TLF for a month which is like living 
in a hotel. It felt crowded and our lug-
gage didn’t arrive until a few weeks later 
which was a negative because sometimes 
having something familiar makes me feel 
at home. But then we got a house off 
base and I started to feel okay. Later I 
started 6th grade which was not so bad 
because I made friends pretty quickly 
and started to understand how things 
worked in DoDEA schools.
When we moved to Japan, I also real-

ized it would not be too bad because I am half 
Japanese. This means that I also have a Japa-
nese family over here as well. I discovered that 
there are a lot of opportunities like traveling 
to different countries, meeting new people, and 
maybe moving somewhere that would be cool 
to explore. 

– Noah Dobbs

One of the last times before I moved was in 
Washington State, I was sparring with my 
friends in the gym. After my Dad retired 

from the military, I’d expected that we would 
stop moving around so much and I would finally 
be able to make long term friendships; and in 
other words, for the first time, I felt grounded. 
Unexpectedly, my father had found a job offer in 
Iwakuni, Japan, and we were set to move some-
where around October. 

After I’d moved to Iwakuni, the time differ-
ence between Japan and the states was too im-
mense to consistently keep in touch with my 
old friends and we slowly grew apart from each 
other. And even though we are staying in Iwaku-
ni for an indefinite period of time, I can’t say 
the same for other people in my community, and 
I feel that I’m still unable to create long-term 
friendships with people I tend to gravitate to-
wards.

Sometimes it’s hard to let go of people I en-
joyed being around and shared many fond mem-
ories with, and sometimes I find myself trying 
my best to keep in touch with them even when 
it’s obvious our relationship is slowly coming to 
an end. However, there’s a Chinese saying “��

�����” (Y	uyuán qi
nl� lái xi
nghuì), which 
translates to: “If fated, people will meet a thou-
sand miles apart.” This saying means that peo-
ple come into your life because fate brings them 
there, often to teach you something valuable, 
and that I’ve learned to appreciate the time that 
you shared together and the experiences and 
lessons they brought with them. 

– Sophia Kelley
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A New Chapter

A s a little kid, being a military child nev-
er really bothered me. I was too young 
to make close connections and there-

fore moving was not a big deal. If anything, I 
was excited to make new friends and live in a 
new house. Now that I’m older, I dread leaving 
for months before we move. I have made count-
less memories with my friends and within my 
house, and moving feels like leaving a piece of 
me behind. However, being older has also given 
me more perspective to changes. New schools 
mean new friends, and a new house means a new 
room to decorate. Every time I move, I close 
one chapter and open another. The future is 
filled with uncertainty but holds potential for so 
many new opportunities.

– Tiffany Frey

T hroughout the years I’ve been a military 
child, which is my whole life, I’ve faced 
many challenges and uplifting moments, 

especially when living on a military base in a 
foreign country. But the best moments always 
shine more, which is why I’m grateful that I get 
to experience many cultures at once, which is a 
plus for being a military child. Being in a foreign 
country may be scary, but it’s nice to know that 
you’re not alone in adjusting to the culture. I feel 
that military bases are experts in offering oppor-
tunities to interact with the foreign countries. If 
I weren’t a military child, I don’t even think I’d be 
able to be surrounded by so many languages and 
lifestyles. I especially don’t think I would even be 
able to travel the world at all. I believe that be-
ing a military child offers many possibilities to 
be with other kinds of people, culture, and tradi-
tions. It creates a more open-minded mind and 
an outgoing personality, a sort of person that’s 
not afraid to try different things. 

– Melissa Go

S igh move and move and move again, always 
starting all over again. As a military brat 
I never get to stay anywhere long enough 

to exactly call home. I was born in a place, but 
grew up in another. Which do I call home? As a 
military brat I never stay long enough to have 
a best friend for life or friends since kindergar-
ten. I wanna go into high school with friends I’ve 
known since kindergarten. I wanna have a crush 
that I have liked since 6th grade. I wanna be con-
sidered as an original member. As a military brat 
I can have a fresh start every couple years. I can 
be the nerdy girl, who studies real hard and gets 
all A’s. I can be the athletic girl, who plays ev-
ery sport and gets medals for the team. I can be 
the troublemaker, who spits spitballs, and pulls 
people’s underwear. As a military child I trav-
eled around the world. I have been to Florida, 
with long dry summers, and cold dry winters. I 
have been to Texas, with long sweaty summers 
and short frosty winters. I have been to Vir-
ginia Beach, with short sunny summers, and long 
snowy winters. As a military brat I can dress dif-
ferently, with every new start. I can be a goth 
glam girl, a sports glam girl, a soft glam girl, or 
just a bum. I could talk to whoever I wanted to, 
with me moving in a couple years. I could ask 
out anyone I thought was cute with me mov-
ing in a couple years. Why feel fear!? Why feel 
sadness!?  Why feel angry!? When it’s all going 
away when you’re moving away. Why care what 
anyone has to say when it’s all going away when 
you’re moving far, far, far away? 

– Ka’Leila Lark

A ll military related children share some uni-
versal experiences. All of these military 
“brats” know how it feels to make new 

friends. You make every friendship wondering 
when it’s going to end since one of you is bound 
to move. Everything has an expiration date, ev-
ery connection, everything you care about is nev-
er guaranteed. All the last second deployments, 
school changes, and moves are nothing new to a 
military child. The word we know best is good-
bye. We all say goodbye knowing this could be the 
last time we see each other and that all we will 
be are old memories. Someone will move away 
and make new friends as another has to stay and 
try and make new connections. Rooms full of old 
photos and notes from friends past and present 
trying to make the memories last. Hours spent in 
airports waving a final goodbye. 

– Amelia Lietzan

I n March 2023, my dad was deployed for the 
first time. What made it worse was that he 
was getting deployed to the Middle East. At 

that point in time, there was a war going on. I 
had to trust in God that he was going to keep 
my dad safe. Saying goodbye to him was the sad-
dest thing of the whole adventure. My baseball 
community made sure I was feeling good. One of 
my coaches, Coach Scott Nicolous got my num-
ber and told me that if I need anything just call 
him up so we can play baseball together. Having 
that safety when my dad was gone was so fun. I 
looked up to my dad’s friends as my protectors. 
My coach, Coach Jason Carpenter was my coach 
during baseball and I had like 5 close friends on 
the team. Thinking back on it, I couldn’t be more 
blessed to have those kinds of people in my life. 
God knew what he was doing with putting those 
people in my life!

– Malaki Maestas

T he life of a military child is filled with 
struggle in regard to their relation-
ships with family, and friends. When you 

aren’t able to stay in one place for more than a 
few years, you end up never being able to form 
lasting connections with your peers. Even on 
the occasions that you stay in one place for a 
long time, having to move means breaking re-
lationships that have been in place even longer. 
Further, unlike most people who can live close 
to their extended family and are able to eas-
ily meet up with people such as their grandpar-
ents, a military child is frequently not even in 
the same country as their extended family. But 
above all, a military child can have problems con-
necting with their military parent. When your 
parent can be gone for months on deployment 
to the point that they miss important events in 
your life such as a birthday, it can be difficult to 
form a connection with them.

– Kai Nichols

M y life as a military child is really fun be-
cause I get to experience more than the 
average kid. I have lived in many places 

in the United States and Japan, which has given 
me opportunities like trying amazing new foods 
and playing different sports. Living on base is 
like being in a mini city even in another country. 
Everyone knows each other and there are hang-
out spots like the Crossroads food court and the 
Exchange. There are multiple neighborhoods for 
me to go to and each neighborhood usually has 
a park or a basketball court where I can meet up 
with my friends. Here in Japan, I feel really safe 
and my parents never have to worry about me. 
But there are also a few downsides to being a 
military child. For example, when my dad is de-
ployed, I don’t get to see him for long periods 
of time and there’s always a possibility that he 
won’t come back at all. Also, most military kids 
like me are always moving to new places. While 
sometimes it is close to old friends, at other 
times I am even farther away like on different 
continents. Moving frequently makes it hard to 
make new friends because each school is differ-
ent. Also, every time I move I have to wait for 
months at a time for my stuff to get to my new 
house. But even with the downsides, I still appre-
ciate what I have.

– Keegan Marcy

B eing a military kid has its pros and cons, 
at least from my experience. I can’t really 
say I wish I had a normal life because being 

a military kid is the only thing I’ve ever known; 
that is my normal. Yet I can say I wish for a life 
with stability. I wish I had friends that I grew up 
with and a singular home that I was able to grow 
up in. 
I am grateful though. I get to travel the world, see 
new cultures, and meet people I maybe would’ve 
never met had I stayed in the same state all my 
life. I’ve gotten used to always moving. When I’m 
in a place for too long, I get tired really quickly, 
the people get annoying, and the area gets re-
petitive. Around that time, I’m pretty excited to 
move. Even though I kind of hate moving, I also 
feel like it’s what I’m used to. 
I think we as people ask and wish for what we 
don’t have, but when we get it, we eventu-
ally wish again for what we used to have.

– Alana Patron

Move from place to place.
Make memories at each stop.
Never forget why.

– Samantha Pardue

– Yoshi Seubert

– Deleilah Wardrobe – Carmella Sudo

– Oona Vanbianchi

– Aiden Colar

– Ayumu Leon

– Tannak Oun

– Alice Montgomery

– Orrin Woods
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A Saving Grace

F or me, being a child in the military some-
times feels like I’m being saved from 
something terrible. Almost as if I’m be-

ing tortured for eternity, but all of a sudden 
a giant god picks me up and takes me away to 
somewhere nicer. I think this feeling came up 
when I moved back to America. My father re-
ceived orders to return there, which meant we 
all had to move. It wasn’t very fun. I had lost all 
my relationships and had to start over. It was 
very difficult for me. On my first day there, I 
was just introduced as a kid from Japan. No-
body really paid attention to me, everyone just 
looked at me for a few seconds and moved on 
with their day. It wasn’t until later in the school 
year when the worst came. One day, I decided to 
express an interest of mine. People heard this 
and thought it was weird. Apparently, it was so 
weird to them that they felt the need to bully 
me for the rest of my time there. People called 
me names, talked about me behind my back. 
They spread rumors that just weren’t true. It 
hurt me. For a while, I found it very hard to 
be happy there. Not even the teachers helped 
me, they just acknowledged it and did nothing. 
I couldn’t take it anymore. I just gave up trying 
and let them mistreat me. 
But then, a saving grace occurred. 
It was almost a miracle. Probably one of the 
happiest moments of my time there. Dad got 
orders back to Japan. It was as if the hands of 
the military picked me up from my state of mel-
ancholy and took me away. Granted, my life was 
much better when I moved back here. 
It’s moments like these that make me glad to be 
a military child.

– Eliseo Rodriguez

Changing schools.                                                                          
Changing friends.

Changing houses.
Changing cars.

Changing routines.
The military is full of changes that not only ser-
vice members have to go through, but also their 
families. A military child’s life is full of changes, 
but not all are bad.
Changing currencies.
Changing countries
Changing cultural foods
Changing environments.
The same way the seasons change everything 
about a military child’s life could to and in the 
blink of an eye. All of these changes could be 
good if you just look at it the right way.
Changing perspectives.

– Emma Whitead

M aybe I don’t like talking too much about 
my day
But you should’ve told me you guys 

were thinking about moving away 
You work your way 
or maybe it’s because you don’t wanna do it my 
way 
Or its that you stopped liking me since I got 
here, but now your here
I know i’m not like this, when things don’t go 
how I wanted
Your waiting for me to face it, and now I am 
But I ran out of happiness that I had, now sud-
denly
You’re acting like nothing happened, can you tell 
me where you got the idea?
Yeah, you say you never miss home, but you 
don’t really care how bad its hurts
When you left me out of it, left me out
Still taking a while to be happy, once we moved 
away 
But you moved on faster than the earth could 
revolve the sun, 
I swear I would stare at my phone just to see 
what I was missing, 
But now that I’ve seen all, I don’t really know 
what to feel
You know I was never like this, when I was little 
you cared a lot
And now, you act like nothing happened, but now 
I don’t care what you think
Now suddenly, I have new experiences I’ve never 
had
Could you tell me what would have happened if 
I stayed back
Yeah, now I could say I love my new friends, but 
it doesn’t really matter to you
When I have to forget about the old ones, the 
old ones
Why did I think I would stay? Why did I think I 
had that future? 
The old you would never want this, cause we all 
know thats true
Now suddenly you act like you care, could you 
tell me why you replaced home, 
Yeah, I may say I like this new place, but deep 
down you don’t care 
If I want the old place back, the old place back, 
my original home.

– Anthony Ramos Cintron

Floating through the air
Purple Flowers Everywhere
Always Strong and Brave

– Mikai Rossiter

Growing

B eing a military child is an opportunity 
many of us are blessed with. Although 
some people may not realize it in our mo-

ments, we are gifted with the chance to make 
new friends, memories, visit places, learn new 
languages, and try new foods. I’m so grateful 
that I am one of many that are gifted with the 
chance of being a military child. Despite the fact 
that people think about it negatively, moving 
and meeting new people is a great part of life 
that one day, we will all have to do. There are 
many perks of being a military child, including 
learning how to socialize at a young age, experi-
encing different cultures, learning new languag-
es, meeting new people, making great memories 
and visiting beautiful places.

– Olivia Thomas

Iremember my first time moving to Japan. I 
watched people pack up my house, my room 
was just an empty space. We stayed in a Navy 

Lodge for weeks, waiting for our plane. We left 
our dogs and got on the plane. The plane ride was 
one of the longest 12 hours of my life. When we 
first got to our house, it was small; it was dif-
ferent. I had never lived in a place with people 
this close. On the first day, I remember seeing 
about 10 kids my age playing on the street. From 
that moment they were my friends until the day 
I moved. I would go out and play with them every 
day until the streetlights turned on. We would 
play basketball, baseball, tag- every game we 
could think of-until I had to move again. I remem-
ber thinking, “Is the next place going to be the 
same?” Now, coming back to Japan on the same 
old base, I pass my old street seeing a new group 
of kids playing. This place never changes and it 
never has. Same theme with a new group of kids. 

– Nathaniel C. Reust 

T here are many challenges when being 
a military child because of being apart 
from family members and being apart 

from friends who don’t stay long-term. This 
also comes along with opportunities that let you 
travel the world and make new friends, which 
is the upside, meaning even if you lose some 
friends, you make new ones. Being away from 
family is even harder. There are times when you 
can’t even visit them because of how far you 
are, like being in Japan while they are in Vir-
ginia. I would like to thank the people who serve 
our country and support our nation, no matter 
what. Thank you.

– Evelyn-Rae Yocum

Boxes by the door
New skies but same old goodbyes
Home moves, love stays still

– Elijah Seay

SEE MORE 
M.C. PERRY HIGH SCHOOL

ON PAGE 12
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– Zander Seubert
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– Jezelle Beltran

– Tasi Shimizu
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– Zoey Clark

– Nikolai Agosto

– Ayden Parker
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M y dad is part of the military as a chief. 
This means we get a lot of opportuni-
ties to have fun times. Although it is a 

hard time for him, and at times he’s out for sev-
eral days, which does make me sad. But life does 
come out better than before he left.

I was born in Japan and lived there for a bit 
until my family had to move to Virginia. In Vir-
ginia, Dad was gone for most of the time. So it 
was just me, my mom, and my brother at home. 
My mom was crying because of hard times. Af-
ter Virginia we moved to Rhode Island where 
life there was a significantly better place to live 
in. Dad was actually there with us during those 
times. We had fun in those times like going to 
movies, malls, and arcades. Then we moved back 
to Yokosuka Japan where I was from. It was also 
good there for a while. Then we temporarily 
went to Hawaii. Although that move was for rea-
sons other than fun, I enjoyed it there.

Later we went back to Yokosuka, which I still 
miss, because we moved to Iwakuni. It is my sec-
ond year living here in Iwakuni. I get to go plac-
es like Hiroshima a lot. I also get to cross the 
famous Kintai Bridge and get chances to go to 
Fukuoka and Sasebo. We also occasionally drive 
to the mountain area, and I get to see a scenic 
tour. I am doing great here overall.

– Andrew Iliescu

Ihad never unpacked a suitcase until I was four-
teen. That was the year my family moved to 
Japan, and everything changed.

Before Japan, life felt good: same school, same 
friends, same neighborhood. Then my Step Dad 
received new orders, and suddenly we were 
crossing an ocean. I left behind my friends and 
my family, and the only house I had ever called 
home. When I came to Japan, it felt like step-
ping into a different world. The signs were in 
words I couldn’t read or understand. The food 
tasted weird and good at the same time and the 
voices around me sounded like a language I’ve 
never heard. 
Starting high school here was tough. I was the 
new kid, trying to make friends while figuring 
out bell schedules. I missed my old life so much. 
I learned to navigate bus stations, saw Cherry 
Blossoms for the first time, the weather was 
nice, and even loved all the gas stations because 
all the food was so fresh.
The hardest part is still the distance. Our fam-
ily is asleep when I’m awake because of the time 
zones. When my step dad deploys, Mom stays 
strong for us, and I try to do the same helping 
with chores, encouraging my younger siblings, 
and keeping a brave face during video calls. Be-
ing a military child means saying goodbye more 
often than most people my age.
Japan showed me that change can be nice. The 
cherry blossoms remind me that even after the 
hardest seasons, something new and lovely can 
bloom. I’m kind of proud to be a military child. 
It has made me stronger, more open, and ready 
for whatever comes next.

– Gianni Medina

Next to an empty chair, 
I gaze at the gate where the jetway waits.
My body feels dense, 
Full with the burden I’m forced to carry

“Group 3 passengers to begin boarding”

The friends, families, memories 
Gone, in an instant flash.
Pass scanned, new plans,

 I have to board,
Setting my course abroad.

– Ferdinand Hernandez

Y ou’re sitting at the door, your mind feels 
poor,
The same old boxes by the floor

Waiting just to see where you guys are going 
next at the airport,
Thinking about your friends, wondering if you 
will ever see them again,
You’re sitting there, alack wanting to go back,
It’s the same every time as a military child
Where will we go? I don’t know,
I need a style.

– Dior Payne

Check out more
military children stories at
japan.stripes.com

– Ava Burford

– Alonna Wagner

– Evie Garcia

– Josephina Johnson
– Hailey Lasky

– Max Navarro

– Sophia Wolfe

– Hibiki Dampier

– Rebecca Pressman

– Zoe Boyer – Audrina Tello
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CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

2nd Grade / Dr. Bennett
SULLIVANS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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2nd Grade / Mrs. Tanaliga
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CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

2nd Grade / Mrs. Arrant
SULLIVANS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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3rd Grade / Mrs. Hunt & Mrs. Tovar
SULLIVANS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Ilike being a military child because I like making friends, 
exploring new places, and learning about new cultures.
I like making new friends so we can learn new things from 

each other and talking with my friends. I like playing with my 
friends and sharing ideas with my friends. Me and my friends can 
go to school together and go to fun places. I love making new 
friends.

I like exploring new places is so much fun. I go to Tokyo, 
temples, and shrines.  I can explore new places like mount fugue 
and so many fun places. I love exploring new places. 

I like learning about new cultures. I like learning about new 
places. I can learn so many new cultures like how they live, how 
they eat, and how they talk. I love learning about new cultures 

I love being a military child. It is so much fun. I can make new 
friends, explore new places, and learning about new cultures.    

By Sierra E.

Ilike being a military child. It makes me feel special, loved, 
and happy. For example, I get to visit new places like Hawai’i, 

Kyoto, Tennessee, and Virginia. Even though I will miss my friends, 
I still might be able to see them again because we’re military 
and military connected children. I think that it is really important 
to make new friends when you PCS. Another example is, some 
people don’t feel nervous anymore when they have new friends. 
Most people have playdates to hangout and play outside with 
each other. Sometimes you move somewhere and you don’t know 
that some of your friends might be moving there too. I think 
that visiting new places makes fun new memories. For example, 
I get to buy souvenirs from the new places I go to. You can 
get traditional souvenirs, crazy stuff, and regular souvenirs like 
stickers. It doesn’t really matter if you are nervous to go on 
vacation, it matters that you have a good time there. I like being 
a military child because I get to experience new and fun things. I 
get to try new foods and desserts. That’s why I really like being 
a military child.

By Sophia T.

Being a military connected child is fun because you are loved, 
you are safe and sometimes sad but, most of all you are 

special and can do more things that you have never done before. 

and meet new people. For example, I moved to Japan and got to 
make a lot of new friends which made me feel happy and loved. 
It is also hard because sometimes my mom has to go away for 
her work. That makes me feel sad. I also like being a military 
connected child, because I can try new foods in different places 
like Japan, Germany, Australia, Cuba, Hawaii and Africa. I have 
tried new foods like mochi, good ice cream, pizza, coconut drinks, 
and many more. All of these places have all kinds of new foods 
that you can try. My third reason being military connected is fun 
because you can visit people all over the world. You make so many 
friends in the world that can teach you more things than you 
know and you can visit them. It’s fun being a military connected 
child because you get to do so many cool things that make you 
special.

By Zoey P.

Ifeel happy being a military child. I like going to new places. 
Going to new places feels fun. I like going to Sapporo. It is 

exciting to visit other places because you can have fun there 
too. Going to other places is cool because you can buy souvenirs. 
When you go to other places it is cool because you can try new 

food. So that is why I feel happy going to other places to have 
fun. To sum it up, this is why being a military child is fun.

By Alex W.

Ithink being a military child is special, sad, and makes me 
nervous. I will tell you why I feel special, sad, and nervous. My 

I will not know the people at the school. For example, I moved 
from Texas to Japan and I didn’t know anyone, so I was nervous. 
I feel special being a military child. I feel special because I could 
move and see different places. I feel sad being a military child. I 
feel sad because if I move I will have to say goodbye to your best 
friend. In conclusion, I think being a military child is special, sad, 
and nervous.

By Alyssa A.

Ilike being a military child because it is fun. My dad works for 
the military on base. I like to be with my family. I like to spend 

time with my mom and dad. I also like to be with my sisters. We 
like to travel and I really like to go to Tokyo. Mommy always 
drives the car to Tokyo. This is why being a military child is fun. 
I like to move to different places, it makes me feel happy. I like 
trying different burgers around Japan.

By Amo

This is why being a military child is special to me. It is special 
because I get to make new friends, try new food, and learn 

new things. This is why being a military child is special to me.

First, I get to make new friends. I get to make new friends when 
I go to the park and I see new people. I ask if they want to be 

to me.
My second reason being a military child is special to me is 

because I get to try new food wherever I go. For example, 
here in Japan when I go to Gyu-Kaku I try new meat to cook. 
Sometimes I even try different sushi.  

My third reason being a military child is special to me is 
because I get to learn new things. One example is that if I did 
not move to Japan, I would not have learned Japanese. I even got 
to learn how to fold different origami.

These are all my reasons being a military child is special to me. 
It is special that I meet new friends, learn new things, and try 
new food. That is why it is special to me to be a military child.

By Larkin H.

Ilike being a military child because I get to move to different 
fun places, make new friends, and try new foods. I like to move 

to different places like California, Florida, and Japan. I also get to 
travel to different places like the Philippines. When I move I get 
to make new friends. I can start a conversation with someone and 
ask if they would like to be my friend. I also like to try new foods 
like sushi and karaage. Sometimes it is sad because my dad leaves 
for work. That is why I like being a military child. 

By Maddox

Hello, today I will tell you about my life as a military child. I 
like being a military child because I get new friends, I get 

to see amazing places, and I get to try new foods. I don’t like 
being a military child because my father leaves on deployment 
and I leave my friends. Now I will tell you about my full life as a 
military child.

My life as a military child is sad because my father has to 
leave home to go on deployment and I always feel sad and lonely. 
He leaves and comes back three months later! (Fun fact, that’s 
one fourth of a year! It’s a long time.) Another thing that’s sad 
about being a military child is that whenever I leave or move 
somewhere I always have to leave my closest friends. It’s hard to 
get more friends. Again, I feel sad and lonely. 

My life as a military child is fun because I get to make 
awesome new friends when I move. My friends were always 
so kind to me. My new friends are too. I feel happy and free. 
Sometimes my friends become my best friends! I then come 
over to their house and play video games. Another good feeling. 
Whenever I move somewhere I get to see new places. It’s always 
a beautiful site. I feel like I could do anything! It’s amazing. The 
last thing that’s fun is I get to try delicious foods! Sometimes I 
don’t like the food but that’s ok. This is why my life as a military 
child is fun and sad.

By Matthew C.

In my opinion, I think being a military child is great. First, it is 
great to be a military child because I get to go on the ship. 

Next, it is great because we get to visit my dad and eat food on 
the ship with him. I like being a military child because we get to 
move and go to a new school. Also, I get to make new friends. 
Lastly, I enjoy being a military child because we get to go to 
different places. For example, we get to travel to Japan and all 
around Asia. That is why being a military child is great.

By Noa

In my opinion, being a Military child I feel excited, sad, and 
nervous.
I feel excited being a Military child because I get to try new 

food and go to new places. I have moved to Japan, Korea, and 
Italy. My favorite food that I have eaten was udon which is from 
Japan. I also like other foods too, but udon is just my favorite 
food. I’m also excited to make new friends. Every time I go to 
new places I make like 20 friends. 

Sometimes I get nervous because my dad has to go away on 
a navy ship for a month. I can only call him or text him and that 
also gets me nervous because sometimes he can’t answer me. 
Sometimes I get nervous getting on an airplane because I get 
sick. Even though I get sick, I still like when we move to different 
places. Being a military child is an adventure.

By Rila B.

Ilove being a military child. One reason is it makes me feel loved 
and happy when I get to make new friends and try new things. 

For example, I get to meet lots of new people and friends when I 
move. It makes me feel happy and loved because I can play with 
them. Another reason I like being a military child is it makes me 
feel safe and cared for. For example, I can get cool items from 
different places and it makes me feel cared for. I get excited to 
try new food like sushi, ramen and desserts. Overall, that is why I 
love being a military child.

By Sadie

Ilove being a military child. I get to make new friends. A lot 
of people move around. I get to travel. I went to New York. 

Sometimes my dad is gone for 1 year. He is gone right now. I 
enjoy visiting dad’s ship and sometimes we eat together on the 
ship. It makes me happy and sad to be a military child.

By Romulo B.

It is cool being a military child because I move to different 
places, and I try new food. First, I like that we move to 

different places. For example, I have moved from California to 
Japan. I like traveling around the world because it is so fun and I 
also get to go to the Philippines.

When I move to different places I like to try new food. I like 
trying new foods because it is fun. For example, when I arrived in 
California I’m always eating new food like spaghetti. Here in Japan 
I tried new foods like karaage, and ramen. 

Sometimes it can be sad being a military child. It can be sad 
because my dad leaves. I’m sad because sometimes he cannot 
call. For example, when he leaves I’m sad and I would cry but he 
sometimes calls and that makes me happy. He will always come 
back. In conclusion, that is why it is cool being a military child.

By Maxcine V.

Ithink being a military child is exciting. First, I make new 
friends. When I go to the park I see new people and I ask 

them if they want to be my friend. 
Next, I try new foods. When I go to visit the states I try 

different cheese sticks to eat. Here in Japan I try sushi, ramen, 
and clam soup! 

Sometimes I am sad because when my dad leaves to go on the 
ship he is gone for a week or more. I’m very happy when he does 

child is exciting.
By Aurora W.

Ifeel loved and special to be a military child. It is my dad who 
is in the military. I feel loved because I get to make a lot of 

friends. I have friends here in Japan. I play with my friends at 
SAC, the park, and church. My best friend at school is Jude. I 
feel special because I get to do fun things. Some fun things I get 
to do are going out to dinner. I also got to go to Kyoto. This is 
why I like being a military child.

By Brendan

Being a military child is fun. Here are my reasons why I love 
being a military child. I always get to move to different 

places. I’ve moved to North Carolina, Texas, and Japan. I always 
get to try new food wherever I go. The new foods I tried were 
peanut butter sandwiches with strawberry jelly, and the 7-11 
pink sandwich with cream and sprinkles. I have met a lot of new 
people. I meet new people because I like to make new friends. 
This is why I like being a military child!

By Chloe D.

Hello, I will be telling you about my life as a military child. I 
like being a military child because I get to go to new places, 

make lots of friends, and try new foods. I like that I can travel 
to new places I don’t know. For example, I traveled to Japan from 
California. I also get to make a lot of new friends. Having a lot of 
friends means I have company all the time. My friends are always 
being nice to me all the time and we get to play a lot. I also have 
met new people when I go to new schools. Sometimes I get sad 
because I will miss my friends when I move, but I like moving to 
new places. I am sad saying bye to my friends, but happy when I 
make new ones. When I am at new places I get to try new foods. 
Some of my favorites are chicken, rice, and yakisoba. 

Even though being a military child is fun, it can be sad too. It 
is sad because my dad has to be deployed for work. I have to wait 
months until he comes back. Sometimes he comes back at night, 
but I get to see him in the morning. My mom works a lot too, so 
sometimes it makes me sad when she is not home too. This is why 
my life as a military child is fun and sometimes sad. 

By Ian

It is hard being a military child. Sometimes I don’t like being 
a military child because my dad has to deploy a lot. My dad 

has to go on a ship and go to different countries and continents. 
When he deploys, it makes my family and I sad because he has 
to go for a few months. But, I am happier now because he came 
back recently. 

We have to move to different places. I like to see new places, 
but I don’t like having to learn new languages all the time. For 
example, I learned Japanese, but when I moved I forgot it. 
Now I will have to move to Spain and learn a new language to 
communicate with others. 

It is hard being a military child because when I make friends I 
usually have to move or they have to move. It is fun making new 
friends, but I get sad if one of us has to move. All in all, being a 
military child can be fun, but overall it can be hard and it makes 
me sad.  

By Jude P. ↘

CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD
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Ifeel awesome and special to be a military child. One 
reason I like to be a military kid is that I’m smart 

and kind. For example, I help people I don’t know. I 
am also a hard worker. I work very hard on math and 

sometimes it’s challenging for me.
My second reason I feel awesome and special to be a military 

child is because I am important to my family. For example, my 
family loves me for what I do every day and how I try my best. 
We go on super cool adventures together. We have been to Guam, 
Hawaii and Japan.

My third reason is that I am happy to have friends and family. 
My friends support me and my family loves me for what I do. 
Another example is that I am special because I’m brave, strong 
and smart. This is why I like being a military child.

By Chuck

Ilike being a military connected child because it’s fun. First, I 
like being a military child because you get to do new things 

and try new foods. For example, I also go to new schools. In 
the summer I get to learn more Japanese by going to Japanese 
school. 

My next reason is that I can travel to new places like 
Oklahoma, Texas and Iwakuni. I get to celebrate my birthday in 
different places. For example, my dad celebrates my birthday and 

and eat snacks. Also, I get to explore on my dad’s ship and that 
is fun. 

My last reason I like being a military child is because I get 
to play sports like soccer, football, basketball and baseball. 
Sometimes I’m sad because my dad leaves for 3 months and he 
misses a lot of my games. Sometimes I’m sad when he misses an 
entire season. I’m happy though because when he is home we get 
to go camping with my dad. When I move away from my friends 
I get new friends and that makes me happy. When I get to leave 
Japan and meet my friend In Korea that makes me happy too. I 
like to get to play with my friends outside and go to Coaska Mall 
to play crane games. That is why I like being a military connected 
child.

By Jax

I am happy being a Military Child.
I am trying new food every day.

I love my family so much.
I moved to Yokosuka.

I am sad because I miss my dad.
I am shy about making new friends.

I am safe.
I love moving to new places.

I am so special for being a military child.

By Khari

Life as a military connected kid makes me feel amazed, sad and 
happy. I will tell you why it makes me feel that way. 
First, I feel amazed because things in different countries are 

cool like the Great Budha. I think that different countries have 
cool religions. Like when I went to Kamakura I saw a Buddha. 
When I went to Tennessee, I went to DollyWood.

Next, it makes me sad because you have to move. Like once 
when my mom got a job in Japan, I was sad because I had to 
move. I had to leave my really close friend that lives in America. I 
also feel sad because I had to leave my pets. I wish that I could 
bring my cat to Japan but I could not because he would throw up 
a lot in the new environment. I also feel sad because I cannot see 
my family.  

Last, I feel happy because I get to go and move to different 
countries. If my mom did not get a job here, I would not be able 
to travel in Japan as easily. I also feel happy because Sullivans is 
a really good school. I also feel happy because I have very nice 
friends here. Lastly, I feel happy because I get cool souvenirs 
here. That’s why I feel amazed, sad and happy.

By Margot R.

Ibecause it is fun to travel. I like traveling because I get to 
move and meet new teachers and friends. My second reason is I 
get to try new foods and see if I like it or not. I like trying new 
food because I don’t like to eat the same food for a long time. 
My third reason is because I get to see cool places like landmarks 
and national parks like Mount Fuji, Mount Everest, and Mount 
Rushmore.

I like being a military child because it’s fun. I am happy when 
I get to visit places to see my best friend. I like being a military 
child because I can also visit places to see my grandpa and 
grandma or my cousins. I like being a military child but sometimes 
I’m sad when my dad has to go on the ship. So that is why I like 
being a military child.

By Maya J.
   

Imilitary child is I get to go to new places like Florida, Virginia, 
Washington D.C, Washington State, and Japan. I also get to buy 
souvenirs from all the places I visit.

 The next reason I like being a military child is because I 
enjoy meeting new people. I am shy, but I like making friends. 
I am sad because I have to leave my new friends behind when I 
move. 

The last reason I like being a military child is because it is 
super fun! Some of the fun things I get to do is go to theme 
parks like Universal Studios and Disney. I like trying new foods 
and going to new restaurants. These are the reasons why I like 
being a military child!

By Maya S.

In my opinion I think being a military child is exciting. It’s 
exciting because you get to see new places and make new 

friends. You also get to try different foods all around the world.
First, I like being a military child because you get to see 

different places. I have traveled to the other side of the world. 
These are the places where I have lived Okinawa, Japan, Chula 
Vista, California and Yokosuka, Japan. I have visited a lot of 
places in Asia to see different places. For example, I visited lots 
of interesting places like Kyoto, Osaka, Philippines, Tokyo and 
Yokohama in Japan. 

Next, I like being a military child because you get to make new 
friends. I have made new friends all over the world. Some of my 
friends are all over the world. Some are in Okinawa, Chula Vista 
and Yokosuka. Not all my friends are military so they don’t move. 

 Lastly, I like being a military child because you get to eat 
different foods all over the world. I’ve been to a lot of places 
and had delicious foods, but I have a favorite food in Chula Vista. 
For example, my favorite food in Chula Vista is carniasata fries. I 
have been to a lot of places in Japan and I picked my favorite. My 
favorite food in Japan is ramen.

Being a military child is exciting because you get to see new 
places, try different foods in the world and make new friends. 
That’s why being a military child is exciting for me.

By Reese P.

This is why I like and do not like being a military child.
Sometimes, I am happy because I get to try new foods. I 

was in Arizona, now I am in Japan, and I feel sad. Also, sometimes 
I get sad because some of my schools get cut short. In my last 
school, my mom told me that we are moving to Japan. I feel 
worried because my dad is going on deployment. That is how I feel 
about being a military child.

By Michael H.

In my opinion, being a military child feels exciting. The reason 
why I think being a military child is exciting is because I get 

to move into new places. My second reason for being a military 
child is being sad because you might miss your friends or family. 
My last reason for being a military child is being loved! When you 
move to a new school someone might want to be your friend. My 
last example is when someone says “you want to be my friend”. 
That makes me feel loved. That’s why in my opinion being a 
military child feels exciting.

By Jamina

Hi this is why I like being a military child. I like that I get 
to travel with my family around Japan on a train. We go to 

places like Disney Land, Kyoto, and Tokyo. I’m sad sometimes when 
my dad has to go away for work. It makes me sad when he leaves 
me. I’m happy when my dad comes back. I also like that I get to 
try new foods like tiramisu. It is now my favorite dessert. This is 
why I like being a military child!     

By Tiernan

↗

Do you wonder what it’s like to be a military child? Have you 
felt scared, excited, and sad at the same time? Or imagine 

going on a new adventure often? Or say goodbye a lot to your 
parents? A military child goes through a lot of feelings.

First, the feeling of excitement knowing you’ll get to live 
somewhere new. You can eat different foods and visit new places. 
It is exciting to make new friends. Moving somewhere new means 
you’ll go to a new school. Also, military children travel a lot. 
Next, the feeling of sadness, fear and stress comes. Being a 
military child means you will be far away from your families and 
friends, changing schools often, and trying different foods. This 
can be stressful. Staying in a new place you’re not familiar with 
can be scary.

Furthermore, you feel sad saying goodbye to your family and 
friends. Because of deployment, you might not see your parents 
often. At times you might not see your parents for 6 months or 
longer. Also, you might not be able to talk to your parents for a 
while. This makes a military child feel sad. 

Overall, military kids are adventurous, brave, and resilient. 
Military kids move a lot, face different challenges at the new 
place, and learn how to adjust quickly. Military kids adjust to a 
new house, school, and culture. Being a military child helps you 
learn new things. This is what a military child goes through.

By Audree Itugot

My name is Luca Nardi, I am a military child living in 
Yokosuka, Japan. Being a military child has good things 

and bad things about it. One good thing is that you can explore 
new places and cultures. Also, you can make new friends from 
all over the world. So that’s why I think being a military child 

like parent’s deployments and them always being away. Also, not 

to say goodbye to friends and make new friends. In conclusion, 

things about it. 
By Luca Nardi 

Iattend a military school, and even though I’m a civilian, this 
place has become very special to me. Because my parents work 

and help support the military, I was given the chance to study 
with children of service members. From the start, they made me 
feel welcome, like I belonged, even though there were only a 
few of us who were not military kids.

Being with military kids taught me many things. They are very 
strong, even when things are hard. They move to new places and 
make new friends. They smile even when they miss their moms 
or dads. I learned that being brave does not mean being loud. 
Sometimes being brave is quiet.

The hardest part for me is saying goodbye. For my friends, 
moving to a new place or school is normal. For me, it’s painful 
every time. When my closest friend had to move away, I tried to 
act okay, but I cried a lot. School did not feel the same without 
her. Every laugh felt a little incomplete.

I miss the simple moments the most playing at the park, 
watching movies together, and having sleepovers at her house. 
Those small memories mean everything to me.

Military kids are strong in ways that really inspire me. 
Because of them, I learned that real friendship does not 
disappear with distance. Even when friends move away, the 
memories stay, and the connection stays in your heart.

By Chyla Jayeanne Penolan

April is the month of the Military Child, and that means 
April celebrates (and shows) how much people appreciate 

military children. Even though I’m a DoD civilian child, I go to the 
Sullivans Elementary School with many like me and other military 
children and learn a lot from them! 

When I just moved here in Japan, I thought it was quite 
different from where I came from. Now, I’m familiar with this 
place and my school! I learned that home is not just a place, it’s 
wherever my family goes. Also, when I said I was a DoD civilian 
student, I meant that my daddy’s work is linked to the military, 
which I’m proud to know that my family is helping in our own 
way.

By Zya Sablan

What it means to be a military child to me is that we make 

check it out! We are different from other nonmilitary kids 
because they most probably do not have to say goodbye to their 
loved ones multiple times over the course of the years. This is 
what stands out to me as the most heartbreaking thing we have 
to go through, and sometimes it makes me feel very sad.

years old. That is more times than the average 10-year-old, 
except for my 
fellow military 
friends, 
of course. 
Imagine that 
with every 
move, we 
have to say 
goodbye to 
our neighbors, 
friends, 
schools, and 
all we knew 
to start all 
over again.

I can say 
that being a 
military child has also provided me with the opportunity to learn 
new cultures, visit multiple countries, and embark on adventures 
that have been fun and memorable. My favorite so far has 
been being able to experience the Christmas markets in Europe 
and, more recently, going to Guam, where my mom and dad got 

Living in a military family feels like a never-ending roller 
coaster—one that makes you scared, excited, joyful, and weary 
all at the same time. It feels like living on an ongoing adventure, 
with all the certainties and uncertainties that make you 
appreciate all the moments in front of you, as they feel like they 

By Camila Carrillo

Check out more 
military children 

stories at
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Stripes Sports Trivia

DID YOU
KNOW?

Language Lesson

Answer

ACROSS
1 It may be raw
5 Gilbert of "The 

Conners"
9 Plant support

14 "Giant" author 
Ferber

15 Make arrange-
ments

16 Glass-polishing 
powder

17 Stabbing in the
back

19 Leafstalk angles
20 Not quite right
21 Forever
23 Computer 

capacity
24 Unmusical
26 Mary Kay rival
28 Do away with
29 Tend the sauce
33 Daisy-like 

flowers
35 Type of terrier
37 Prosecuted DOWN 32 Actor Jonathan 47 Merlin of football

again 1 Hinder, legally ___ Meyers and TV
39 Through the 2 Fluid build-up 33 Javelin paths 48 ___-one: long 

ears 3 "Star Trek" 34 "Will be", in a odds (2 wds.)
40 Turns to ashes warp drive fuel Doris Day song 50 Tractor surname
42 Steep-sided hills 4 "___ and the 36 "It is what it is" 51 Court call
43 Calcutta wear Real Girl" (2007 and others 52 M, to Einstein
44 Draft source film) 38 Business inter- 53 Penny ___
45 In ___ of (rather 5 Bond, e.g. actions 54 Last name in 

than) 6 1979 sci-fi 41 Springer or fashion
46 Arranges in classic Brittany 56 Assistant

sequence 7 Tirade deliverers 59 PA time zone
49 Old name for 8 "Rugrats" brat

Tokyo 9 Doctor's orders
52 Former Secre- 10 University in 

tary of State San Marcos
Albright 11 Seed cover

55 Laser's kin 12 "A View to a 
57 Dye-yielding ___" (Bond film)

shrubs 13 Effortless
58 Like a nonagon 18 Oregon city on 
60 Ran off with the Columbia
61 Comprehends 22 Bridge call
62 Truth alternative 25 Fill with anxiety
63 Canary's kin 27 Very thin pasta
64 Opening for a 30 "Voices Carry"

coin pop group
65 Ogler 31 Emerald ___

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate

Answers to Previous Crossword:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

K N O B M O B S A S T E P
I O W A S P E C S A U D I
L A N C A S T E R P U R G E
T A S K S E P I C E N T E R

S H A D V O C A L
A M U L E T B E N T E U R
P U N I S H M E N T A N N E
P L E D E A T E R M E T E
L A V E N I T R I C A C I D
E N E S I N E T U R K E Y

N A T A L R E L Y
P A T R O N A G E P L O W S
O F F E R N O S T A L G I C
S T U N K D R I P I R M A
H A L T S S E N D S E P T

Answer to Previous Sudoku:

Kanji of
    the week
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Celebrating Month of the Military Child Ms. Binkley
3rd  Grade
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