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Japan opens borders to SOFA relatives

GOLDFISH TO PARADE BY MATTHEW M. BURKE & HANA KUSUMOTO, The country in March began accepting The visa application requires time and
THROUGH STREETS Pﬁ’gﬁ;ﬁ dA.'\lﬁSE";Egz visa applications for first-degree relatives paperwork.
OF YANAI L o of long-term residents including the U.S. Relatives planning to visit a U.S. mili-

PAGE 6 TOKYO - Japan is permitting more family military population in Japan. First-degree tary family in Japan must first apply
members to visit their relatives with the relatives include only immediate family to the nearest Japanese consulate for a

U.S. military even as COVID-19 case num- members. Th? order was e).(tended .
bers exceed previous pandemic records. to all family membersinJune. o 7 SEE BORDERS ON PAGE 2
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temporary visa between six
and 12 weeks prior to their
planned departure date, ac-
cording to an update from
a III Marine Expeditionary
Force spokeswoman. Tempo-
rary visas are valid for three
months.

SOFA members — Defense
Department civilians and ser-
vice members covered by the
status of forces agreement in
Japan - who are sponsoring
guests must provide several
documents, according to Sgt.
Savannah Mesimer. They in-
clude an invitation
letter, proof of re-

SOFA members should
send all required materials
to their relative applying for
a visa, who in turn must pro-
vide them to the Japanese em-
bassy or consulate for their
location, Mesimer wrote.

Japan will approve or deny
the visa application on a case-
by-case basis, she said. Appli-
cants can expect a response
generally within about a
week.

Templates, application
forms and information on
Japanese embassies and con-
sulates can be found at www.
us.emb-japan.go.jp/j/down-
load/SOFA.pdf.

Travelers in-
bound to Japan are

e [EXCLUSIVE NEWS FROM: |
lathI.IShlp, a PhOtO STARSWSTR'PESE still required to

ID like a driver’s
license or passport
and a military ID
or permanent change of sta-
tion orders.

“Requirements to obtain
the temporary visa may vary
depending upon the location
of the consulate in which the
application process is start-
ed,” Mesimer said.

The SOFA member must
also provide an invitation let-
ter addressed to the Japanese
ambassador or consul-gen-
eral. The invitation must in-
clude the address where the
visitor will stay.

www.stripes.com take a COVID-19

test with a nega-
tive result within 72 hours of
travel and show proof upon
arrival.

According to Japanese
media reports, Tokyo’s new
cases decreased by 751 from
a week before to 30,842 on
Aug. 2. For the week ending
July 30, the number of cases
per 100,000 residents on OKi-
nawa more than doubled the
national average at 2,263.59,
Asahi News reported.
burke.matt@stripes.com
Twitter: @ MatthewMBurke1
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com

I
L

i T

Photo) by/Akifumillshikawa}; Stars/and Stripes

)
.E‘RTS versar
N > In recognition of the 20y’ Anni y of

NEW YEAR’S EVE

‘ I : THE NEW SANNO’S

ANNIVERS

31 DEC 2022
1900-0100

Join the most spectacular New Year's Eve Parly,
as we toast, dine, dance, teminisce

Y ENGOY MEN TS

DOORS OPEN 1830
65.°° / person

VIP Experience: 105.°° / person
Please call for more details
Limited Seating, Restricted to 20yrs old and above
THEMED BUFFET DINNER FEATURING
NATIVE FILIPINO DISHES
FROM DIFFERENT REGIONS

and comumemaralte the past 4Qyears

Anniversary Champagne Toast | A Six Course Gastronomic Experience
Classic & Elegant Ambiance Fabulous Live Music Entertainment
Photo Memorabilia Countdown Balloon Drop

A Black Tie & Gown / Red Carpet Experience

Cocktail Dress Qccasion

FEATURING LIVE! THE WORLD FAMOUS!
.....THE PARROTS!
With the Halloween spirit
Wear your best 60’s or 70’s clothing

250.99 for a couple 130.99 for a single

Please visit our website for more details

L ———— Doors Open 1830
Admission, Themed Dinner, Fabulous Entertainment
and Spooky Atmosphere
75.90 / person

VIP Experience: 105.90 / person

Live Music Entertainment by
L.UM.A.D. JAPAN, FILIPINO ETHNIC GROUP
And Cultural Dance Performance
BY FOLK DANCE GROUP INRAYOG

Very Limited, One Party of Eight per Table, Express Access throughout the Event,
Optimum VIP Seating, New Sanno Private L; | SAKE and WINE Bottles on Table,
Exclusive Reserved Parking - gu. =ed, ohe parking space per group,

VIP Memaorabil oup Photo with Frame

Limited Seating
Restricted to 20yrs old and above

Restricted to 20yrs old and above

LIMITED SEATING RESERVE NOW!!
229-8003, 03-6868-2311 EXT. 8003
NS-Events@fe.navy.mil

www.thenewsanno.com

THE NEW SANNO




AUGUST 5 - AUGUST 11, 2022

A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION STRIPES JAPAN 3

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
YASHIRA M. RODRIGUEZ SIERRA,
STRIPES JAPAN

mura City in Nagasaki Prefec-
O ture is known for centuries of

blacksmithing tradition. It was
after the Battle of Dannoura 800 years
ago, when Yukiyasu Naminohira of the
Heike Clan settled in the region in 1474.
Naminohira brought with him the tech-
nique of knife and metal utensil produc-
tion that has been passed down from
generation to generation to this day.

As of 1991, the knives produced by
Naminohira at Matsubara Forge are
recognized as a traditional art of Naga-
saki Prefecture.

I was interested in seeing these
metal masters in action, so I headed to
Shu Matsubara to visit the workshop of
Kama Kogyo Tanaka, who is the fourth
generation of blacksmith. Tanaka and
his apprentice son craft knives and run
a retail shop.

These knives made in Omura stand
out for their unique details that can be
seen on the metal’s surface. To achieve
those great details, Tanaka and his
family’s forging technique is
based on the Japanese proverb
“Ju nin to iro” which translates
in “Ten people have ten differ-
ent preferences.” In other words, each
knife has a one-of-a-kind pattern style.
With the help of my tour guide, Tanaka
explained that the knives created in his
workshop do not rust easily, are very
sharp, lightweight and easy to hold.

It was nice that Tanaka let us to expe-
rience this art. We were allowed to flat-
ten the piece of metal with the help of
a very old machine that functions with-
out electricity. The fire used to forge the
metal reaches temperatures of up to
1300 degrees Celsius, which makes this
job a very dangerous one. During the
demonstration in Tanaka’s workshop,
it was remarkable that skill, discipline
and safety standards are very impor-
tant in this trade. We concluded our tour
with a stop at Tanaka’s shop.

Experience the art of knives

Shu Matsubara
Address: 371 Matsubarahonmachi,
Omura-city, Nagasaki Pref

Calls accepted 7 days a week

042-553-0046

Credit Card or Cash Payments Accepted
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 0900 until 2000
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The shop is housed inside a knowledge, and love for the
cabin and displays a wide variety of trade of these Matsubara
knives crafted by Tanaka available blacksmiths may encourage
for purchase. Here visitors can get you to not see these knives

their hands on
Japanese paper
knives, kitchen
knives, farm
tools and

more. You

can also ask
for custom
engraving on
the blade.

At the
end of the
visit, it
was evi-
dent that
the ef-
fort,

only as an object, but as a

piece of art. Much like the

blades produced there, this

experience is also a one-of-a-kind that

I definitely recommend you try!

Yashira M. Rodriguez Sierra is originally

from Caguas, Puerto Rico. She is assigned to

Sasebo Naval Base. Rodriguez enjoys nature
. and moving to Japan was a dream come

] true. Before joining the Navy she was an
artist and journalist.

= | BEAUTIFUL SASEBO FULLY FURNISHED
ﬂ ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE!

1“' “99 Stay Sasebo” LIVE LIKE IT'S YOUR OWN HOME, Short or Long Term OK!
.

Apartment or Hotel type Units
with everything you need to
feel at home, including one car
parking, kitchen, TV w/Netflix,
Washing Machine,
Linens & Much More!

Visit Our
Special Offer
QR Code for
by Reservations!
99 Stay Sasebo offers 10% or More Discounts for Ei5aE
U.S. Base ID Holders - US Military/Civilian Personnel & Families > Gymnasium
(Show ID at Check-in for Discounts) L : communty Genter
10% OFF for 1 to 6 nights, (B
15% OFF for 7 to 27 nights (weekly discount) Reservation site
25% OFF 28 nights or more (monthly discount) E]-’ﬁgﬂ[ﬂ — 35 Suseno o]
A 2
8:00~23:00 . A vl
) \IINGRIEN 050-5534-0771 % F
Airhost.Co.Ltd [ty

airhost@account.airhost.co O3 YouTube About 8 min. by car or 20 min. walking from Sasebo Base.

~) USHIHAMA PET CLINIC _iuen fa)

Located outside Yokota AB, Ushihama Pet
Clinic has been serving military community
pets since 1977!

Providing top care in all aspects of pet and
exotic pet needs is our specialty! procedures

Our goal is to keep your pet Healthy & ‘ * Intensive Care Unit Surgery with boarding
Happy during your stay here in Japan.

PréVentive Care . =

e Complete Vaccinations E
* Health Checkups e Full Dental f

PART TIME BILINGUAL
* Spay/Neuter e Cesarean, & much more VET STAFF WANTED!

CALL U§ FOR MORE

COME IN NOW for FREE PET REGISTRATION DETAILS!

- -
To Haijima To Hachio-ji To Hachio+i

We Provide Full Support =
for All Your Vehicle Needs!

English OK! Call NOW at 0827-35-4917
“Furnishings indude linens, OPEN Monday thru Saturday 10am to 7pm
kitchen items, and toiletries. su -

**We can provide a land line ERNET SERVICE PROVIDER

or pocket Wi-Fi WWW. SUnNnNy-net.ne._in
P Bl sunnv-ner HIKARIL | sunny ner HIKARI

WE MAKE LIVING IN THE IWAKUNI AREA EASY! S -

HOME RENTAL AGENT & USED CAR SALES ¥6.100 .  ¥5.100 -

We offer total support for you daily life needs such as No Minimum Contract, Reasonable Monthly

* Medical/Dental Provider Listings ~ ® Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales  ® Transfer to lwakuni License Plate Service Fee for Infernet Service
* House and Apartment Realtor * JCl Inspections / Repairs ~ ® Vehicle Junking Service Call 050-5212-1355

* Internet Set-up

Visit Us at Kaz Housing Office!
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best things to do in Uji, Jap

Phoenix Hall, as seen 1
on the 10-yen coin.

See the national treasures of Byodoin Temple

At the top of our list of things to do in Uji is Byodoin Temple,
a 10-minute walk from JR Uji Station. Byodoin Temple was the
center of Uji in the latter half of the Heian Period. It flourished
as an aristocratic villa around 1000 AD.

It was originally the villa of Minamoto no Toru, the person on
whom Hikaru Genji, the main character of The Tale of Genji,
was based. However, in 1052, it was taken over by the Emper-
or’s advisor, Fujiwara no Michinaga, and his son Yorimichi. He
turned it into a temple, known as Byodoin.

The following year, in 1053, the Phoenix Hall, a national trea-
sure, was completed. The beautiful statue of Amida Buddha
(Amida Nyorai), sculpted by Jocho, the Heian period’s greatest
Buddhist priest, is enshrined inside the hall. The buildings of
Byodoin Temple were said to embody the Buddhist Pure Land
of Sukhavati. Today, they look just as impressive as they did
when they were first built.

Visitors can enter Phoenix Hall between 9:30AM to 4:10PM
on a first-come, first-served basis at a capacity of 20 people at a
time. We recommended purchasing your admission ticket (300
yen) before heading to the other spots.

A staff member will guide you inside. Beautiful, historical
artifacts decorate the hall, including the 2.8-meter high Amida
Buddha (Amida Nyorai), the Pure Land image behind the stat-
ue, and the Praying Bodhisattva (Buddhist Saints) on Clouds.

Byodoin Museum Hoshokan also has many great treasures
to see. Get a close-up look at the Phoenix Statue, a national
treasure, and the 26 Praying Bodhisattva on Clouds through
the glass. The Bodhisattvas on Clouds each have different mu-
sical instruments and their own unique expressions and poses.
There is also a colorful CG exhibit showing the phoenix hall at
the time of its construction.

Byodoin Temple’s museum shop includes a lineup of original
goods featuring designs of Phoenix Hall, the Phoenix Statue,
and the Bodhisattva on Clouds. There are so many souvenirs
to choose from! The Origami Sets and Handkerchiefs are deco-
rated with patterns of the pillars and beams of Phoenix Hall.
The towels are also decorated with images of Phoenix Hall.

Measures against Coronavirus:

Staff required to wear masks and use hand sanitizer. Visitors
also recommended to use masks and sanitizer. Partitions and
acrylic plates are installed at reception area, and coin trays are
used for money exchange. Museum building is well-ventilated,
handrails are regularly disinfected, and temperature checks are
conducted before entering Phoenix Hall.

Byodoin

Address: 116,Ujirenge, Uji-shi, Kyoto, 611-0021

Nearest Station: Uji Station (JR Nara Line), 10 minutes on foot
Phone: 0774-21-2861

Origami Set (350 yen), Handkerchief
(850 yen each), Towel (1,700 yen)

BY WESTPLAN, LIVE JAPAN

ful scenery, the Uji River, and Uji Tea. It also has ties to The

U ji, Japan is a famous city near Kyoto renowned for its beauti-

Tale of Genji, a classic in Japanese literature. Especially
for green tea lovers, Uji is definitely worth visiting. Conveniently,

Experience zazen at Koshoji

Koshoji was the first Soto Zen temple founded by Dogen Ze-
nji in Fukakusa in 1233. Koshoji is about a 13-minute walk from
Byodoin Temple across the Uji River.

Zazen meditation should among your list of things to do in
Japan, and you can do it here in Uji, too! In addition to regu-
lar Sunday meditations, you can also practice zazen meditation
with a monk and learn more about Zen’s teachings. If you are
new to zazen, there are easy-to-understand lectures that even
foreign visitors can enjoy. Lectures are about 60-90 minutes
long, but if you’re short on time, you can experience it for 10 to
20 minutes on your own.

You can also try the Sutra Copying Experience. Attain peace
of mind as you slowly draw the brush strokes one by one.

Oshoin is a large, welcoming tatami room with tables and
chairs on the veranda. Here, you can enjoy matcha green tea
and sweets in silence. Look out over the beautiful garden as
you listen to the murmuring of water and the chirping of birds.

The approach leading to the temple from the road along the
Uji River is called Kotozaka. It gets its name from the sound
of the water flowing, which resembles the sound of a Japanese
koto. Kotozaka is exceptionally beautiful in the spring with its
cherry blossoms, and in the fall with its colorful foliage. Many
visitors come to see the seasonal sights!

Measures against Coronavirus:
Alcohol disinfectant installed at entrance. Visitors required to
wear masks and use sanitizer.

Koshoji Temple

Address: 27-1 Uji Yamada, Uji City, Kyoto 611-0021

Access: 20 minutes walk from JR Uji Station, 13 minutes walk from
Keihan Uji Station

Phone: 0774-21-2040

Hours: Open from dawn to sunset (around 5 a.m. - 5 p.m.), Open
daily

Admission: 500 yen; 1,000 yen for zazen experience (reservation
required); 1,000 yen for sutra-copying experience

File photo

LIFEHOUSE INTERNATIONAL
CHURCH 54 tove tr see you!

We have churches near military bases:
YOKOHAMA // YOKOSUKA // ATSUGI // ZAMA // YOKOTA // TOKYO

+ other locations across Japan & Asia.

@) LIFEHOUSE

Tea is on any list of things to do in Uji, ar
to dip into matcha culture! When you leave
go down Kotozaka to Fukujuen Uji Tea Factc
long-established Uji matcha tea shop, found
Tea Factory, you can experience, learn about
tional Uji tea culture.

There are a variety of shops and museums v
original Uji tea and tea supplies, including a
you can try different kinds of Uji teas, Fukuju
can enjoy dishes and sweets made with Uji t
Tei, a thatched-roof tea house specializing in

First, head to the Fukuju Saryo on the 2n
can enjoy seasonal dishes and sweets made
photo shows the special set menu, Asahi Goze
is the main dish. The warm tea soba, manju
kake, seasonal vegetables, gyokuro rice ball:
all dishes made using Uji tea.

You can also partake in the popular stone 1
ing experience (1,200 yen, tax not included).
to grind tencha, the raw ingredient matcha is

Grind the matcha counterclockwise at a s
per rotation for about 15 minutes. Turn the
and evenly and do not apply too much force. F
tea with your freshly ground matcha, and en;

There are about 25 different experiences,
making, tea hand-rolling, teacup making, caf
a course on matcha etiquette.

Measures against Coronavirus:

Alcohol disinfectant installed at entrance. Parti
plates installed at cash register. Use of masks ¢
required. Reduced capacity at restaurants to in
between seats.

Fukujuen Uji Tea Factory

Address: 10 Uji Yamada, Uji City, Kyoto 611-002

Access: 15 min walk from JR Uiji Station, 8 min w
Uji Station

Hours: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.(Fukuju Saryo L.O. 4 p.n

Fee: Stone-mill Matcha Making Experience: 1,2(
material costs; tax not included)

Closed: Mondays (the following day in case of p

LiffiehoUsE]
. \(‘

Fun Bible-based Kids Program!

arc ACC:
TeHLRI LM
rrier—y Sl

In fellowship with the ARC network.
Member of Australian Christian Churches.
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an’s green tea capital

Uji is just a 20-minute train ride away from JR Kyoto Station.
Here, we will introduce World Cultural Heritage sites, Uji tea
shops, and temples where you can experience zazen and sutra
copying. All of the places introduced here are well-equipped with
measures against coronavirus so that you can feel at ease during

Nama-cha Matcha Jelly Uji Honten

your visit.

Jji Tea Factnryl

d this is the spot

Koshoji Temple,
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2d in 1790. At Uji
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beed of 3 seconds
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Check out Japan’s oldest existing shrine

After eating, head to Ujigami Shrine, another world heritage
site in Uji. Exactly when the shrine was built remains unknown.

However, in the Heian Period, Ujigami Shrine and Uji Shrine
seem to also have gone by the names Uji Chinjugami, Rikyu
Myojin, and Rikyu Shrine.

The main shrine, built in the Heian Period, is the oldest ex-
isting shrine in Japan. It’s characterized by three inner shrine
structures housed inside the shrine. The worship hall is a resi-
dential building featuring Shinden-zukuri architecture and is
also the oldest shrine building and a national treasure.

The colorful Goshuin, or temple seal books, are the most
popular gifts from Ujigami Shrine. There are 25 different pat-
terns, including limited-edition seasonal designs such as flow-
ers and autumn leaves, and a two-page spread with Japanese
poems.

Because the shrine is a power spot for academics, there
are many colorful amulets for academic achievement. There
are also pastel-colored rabbit omikuji (fortunes), and kimono-
patterned wish dolls based on The Tale of Genji. There are so
many charms to choose from!

Measures against Coronavirus:

Staff required to wear masks; alcohol disinfectant installed.
Ujigami-jinja Shrine
Address: 59, Ujiyamada, Uji-shi, Kyoto, 611-0021
Nearest Station: Uji Station (JR Nara Line), 8 minutes on foot
Phone: 0774-21-4634

We Will Win Soon & BEAT SARS CoV-2!
b 4 You are NOT alone.
| o [7a ][] 35] = | =

2ok A

Marvelous matcha sweets

Nakamura Tokichi Honten is a 15-minute walk from Ujigami
Shrine and located in a traditional Japanese building along Uji
Station Shopping Street. A large black-and-white curtain with
the Maruto symbol marks the entrance.

This long-established tea shop, founded in 1854, is named
after the first Tokichi Nakamura, and is the essence of Kyoto’s
Uji no Sato tea. Long ago, the original tea house was lined with
various famous teas and souvenirs, and tea leaves were sold by
the measure.

Today, it has been renovated into a cafe that also sells matcha
sweets, and is crowded with visitors every day.

Nama-cha Matcha Jelly is a must-try treat, only available at
Uji Honten. It is served in a bamboo bowl. Packed with plump
matcha jelly, chewy dango, sweet azuki beans, and mellow mat-
cha ice cream, this is a dessert you won’t want to miss out on!

The Maruto Parfait is another delicious treat that showcases
the bright green color and refreshing aroma of matcha, also
served in a bamboo bowl.

Inside is a matcha castella cake and a mildly-sweet par-
fait cream that pair perfectly well together. It includes crispy
brown rice puffs, berries, lemon jam, shiratama, and Dainagon
azuki beans. The bottom is filled with matcha jelly and soft-
serve ice cream.

The combination of high-quality matcha and layers of flavors
makes this parfait one of the most exciting treats in the shop!

There are many kinds of Uji teas, but Nakamura teas are
only available here. This original brand was born in 1994 to
commemorate the 1200th anniversary of when Emperor Kan-
mu moved the capital to Heiankyo in 794. It gets its unique and
profound taste from a blend of seven types of carefully selected
tea leaves. These delicious, special teas also make perfect sou-
venirs.

Measures against Coronavirus:

Shop and facilities regularly cleaned and disinfected; disinfec-
tant solution available and partitions installed; all staff required
to wear masks, wash hands, use sanitizer, gargle, and take
temperature; may refuse entry to customers in poor health; all
customers required to wear masks and take their temperature.

Nakamura Tokichi

Address: 10 Uji Ichiban, Uji City, Kyoto 611-0021

Access: 1 minute walk from JR Uji Station; 10 minute walk from
Keihan Uji Station

Phone: 0774-22-7800

Hours: Weekdays: Tea Shop 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Cafe 10 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. (L.O. 4:30 p.m.), Saturdays, Sundays, holidays: Tea
Shop 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Cafe 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. (L.O. 4:30 p.m.)
*Varies by season
Open daily

Maruto Match'’s Parfait Uji Honten
Limited (1,430 yen, tax included)

From the left: NakamuraTea bulk bag,
can, individual tea bags

Inside the
Phoenix Hall of
Byodoin Temple,
This Glorious
Feast For the Eyes
Awaits!

Nakamura Tokichi
is the Traditional,
Deliciously
Fragrant Uji
Matcha Tea Brand

As you can see,
there are plenty of
unique things to do in
Uji, Japan, including
two world heritage
sites!

Experience the de-
liciousness of Japan’s
famous Uji tea. Some
experiences may re-
quire advanced res-
ervations, so please
check in advance
and be mindful of the
time as you plan your
visit to each spot.

Courtesy photos

AIZAN-TEI Restaurant

asebo River
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YAKINIKU & Buffet

AIZAN-TEI Restaurant

Temporary Reduced Hours of Operation Y
11:30 AM - 09:00 PM
(Open at 5:00pm on Tues.)

Thank you for understanding @ h

Commander Fleet

Activities Sasebho N

0956-25-2764
* We have an English Menu
* Child friendly

+ All you can eat & drink available
* Large wine selection.

4 Z.J = -
Lj Credit cards accepted i i3 .1”) VISA @@»
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« Laser hair removal (Diode & YAG)

- h

Dr. Robert K Kure

« Botox

« Botox for migrane headaches

« Restylane, Juvederm

« Retin-A, Obagi, Sun Spots treatment

« liposuction, eye, mole, scar;, breast, facelift, tummy tuck
« Laser (Ultherapy, Genesis, IPL)

« Tatoo removal

* Men’s (ED, AGA)

« Reconstructive surgery

Albert Einstein College of Medicine, NY
UCLA Plastic Surgery
(Chief Resident)

Laser Hair Removal
50°/°Off ~one time offer~

(some restrictions apply. Ask for details)

Certified by the American Board of
Plastic Surgery
Over 18 years of experience in the U.S.

Foreign insurance accepted

Member

O

American Society of
Plastic Surgeons

PLASTIC
v¢7 SURGERY

T590)=w)

Nimitz Park

A book
"New You
with Botox"
is given to
all new patients!
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PLAZA
CLINIC 5

Hiroo Crossing

1iop uaren

Tel. 03-5475-2345

English is spoken « Open on Saturday
Hiroo 5-5-1 4F, Shibuya-ku

www.plazaclinic.net
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120 Hour: Smoked Homemade Bacon on Our Burgers!
Wide Selection of Hamburgers and Sandwiches!
- . Beer and Hi-Ball Drinks Also Available!

R Ls!glatmg Available for 40 people
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Call In Your Order for Pick-Up Tel: 0956-37-6828
Sasebo City Shimanose-Cho 9-7 (Ginza Arcade Street)

Open Daily 11:00~-19:00 (Irregular Holidays) =-=u' .

Stripes Japan is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication.
This newspaper is authorized for publication by the Department
of Defense for members of the military services overseas.
However, the contents of Stripes Japan are unofficial, and are
not to be considered as the official views of, or endorsed by,
the U.S. government, including the Department of Defense
or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, Stripes
Japan may be distributed through official channels and use
appropriated funds for distribution to remote and isolated

locations where overseas DOD personnel are located.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of
those products by the Department of Defense or Stars and
Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication
shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or
any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

Goldfish to
parade through

streets of Yanai

BY TAKAHIRO TAKIGUCHI,
STRIPES JAPAN

Iwakuni, Yanai Town will

host Kingyo Chochin Mat-
suri (goldfish lantern festival)
on Aug. 13.

During the festival, locals
will parade through the streets
in traditional festive attire
while energetically shouting
“rasseraa” and pushing large
goldfish-figured lantern floats
made of paper mache, beauti-
fully painted and lit up from
inside.

The paper maché floats are
painted and lit up from the in-
side. The streets are also beau-
tifully lit up with about 4,000
goldfish-figured lanterns until
Aug. 31.

You will find lots of great
Japanese food including ya-
kisoba, yakitori, okonomiyaki,
shaved ice, cold beer and soft
drinks. People can also enjoy
games, including kingyo-sukui
(goldfish scooping) and shateki,
a shooting game.

The goldfish lantern is known
as one of the Yanai’s popular
traditional crafts. It is local tra-
dition for parents to make the

Just 45-minutes from MCAS

Goldfish Lantern Festival

* DATE: Aug. 13

“HOURS: 3:30-7 p.m.

“ LOCATION: Retro Street (in front
of JR Yanai Station), Yanai City

“ ADMISSION: Free

“TEL: 0820-22-2111

“ WEBSITE

Yanai Goldfish Lantern
Festival Events

3:30-3:50 p.m. Brass band
performance

Opening ceremony

Goldfish lantern
floats parade

Closing ceremony

“ FACEBOOK

4:00-4:15 p.m.
3:50 - 6:45 p.m.

6:45-7:00 p.m.

bamboo and paper lanterns for
their children to participate in
the festival.

takiguchi.takahiro @stripes.com

Photos courtesy of Yanai City
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Stripes Sports Trivia

Utah Jazz legend, and fan of the short-shorts, John Stockton is the NBA’s all-time leader in career
assists with 15.806. Jason Kidd is second with 12,091, while six-foot-eight, 250 Ib. LeBron James is
currently No. 11 with 8,208. Only one active player currently sits in the top 10. Who is he?
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ith all the diversity that

makes the world beau-

tiful, there is one com-

mon ground in most countries

I have lived in during summer-
time: beer gardens.

There is nothing like soaking

GSA in Japan

GSA Global Supply® is

now storing and delivering
approximately 750 high-
demand National Stock
Number (NSN) items
formerly stored in and
shipped from the continental

days from weeks or months.

Sid Fra2|er

United States. The change reduces delivery time to a few

Customers can order using GSA websites (GSA Global
Supply or GSA Advantage!®) or via existing customer
logistics platforms (e.g., GCSS-Army). GSA’s systems
recognize the items stocked in Japan and fulfill orders
locally. Other items will ship from the mainland. An
electronic catalog is available.

The new program does not replace
existing retail stores managed

by GSA in Japan. For more
information, please contact your
local Customer Service Director

Sid Frazier at sidney.frazier@gsa.gov.

Check Out GSA’s Japan Catalog!

Scan this QR code to view
GSA’s Japan catalog.

Difttaie 8

MY Global Supply”

Your Reliable Government Source

Rental & Real Estate Agent

call:0827-28-2100

E-mail: info@ark-plan.com
http://www.ark-plan.com

Open Daily 9:30-18:00

SUIMIMEr

in the sun with your friends with
a cool drink in hand.

Despite not being a big beer
drinker (much to the chagrin
of my three hops-loving sisters
when we visit each other), I still
enjoy checking them out. Japan
is no exception, with several
beer gardens cropping up now
that the summer heat is here. In
many districts, it is the first sight-
ing of beer gardens since before
the coronavirus pandemic.

I went to Green Tea Res-
taurant 1899 near Ochanomizu
Station in Tokyo because their
distinctive  all-matcha-themed
menu stood out to me from the
rest. The bitter green tea is a
trademark flavor of Japan, and
the district of Ochanomizu liter-
ally translates to “tea water.”

I’'m a lover of all things mat-
cha, so I could not wait to try the
menu despite the garden being
less aesthetic than some of the
other ones around the city. Green
Tea Restaurant 1899 is not a beer
garden in the traditional sense,
a literal outdoor space, as the
name suggests. It does have a pa-
tio area with some greenery, but
not appealing enough for me to
want to sit out in the heat.

As you may be able to guess by
the establishment’s name, Green
Tea Restaurant 1899 serves mat-
cha items year-round, but their
matcha beer garden menu ends
Sept. 30.

The beer garden is 3,500 yen,
or about $25, for all-you-can-
drink with a two-hour time limit,
which is a decent deal consider-
ing drink prices in central Tokyo.
If you reserve online, the price
gets knocked down to $20. The
beer garden menu is only avail-
able from 5-10 p.m. and includes
matcha-infused
beer, wine, cock-
tails and non-al-
coholic drinks.

Guests are not
allowed to order
more than one drink at a time
each (of course, I had to try).

The matcha beer blended the
bitterness of dark beer and the
bitterness of green tea better
than I anticipated. The Uji green
tea taste is admittedly fainter
than the smell, but 'm glad I
tried it as it is unique and re-
freshing. I was surprised to like
it better than the matcha wine, a
blend of the powdered tea with a
house white wine which I found
sour. I'm not big on sweet wines
so would have been content with
something drier, but the first

ARK-PLAN

{ 'J Our office is near lwakuni Station!

Welcome to Iwakuni @

English information available

[Fimd s o

facebook

[EXCLUSIVE NEWS FROM:
STARSK#STRIPES

www.stripes.com

@arkplan.english
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GREEN TEA RESTAURANT 1899

ADDRESS: 3-chome-4 Kanda

Surugadai, Chiyoda City, Tokyo

HOURS: Daily 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

DRESS: Casual
PRICE: $20 for all-you-can drink

advance reservation, $5-$13
for a la carte dishes

PHONE: 03-3251-115

taste of it made my lips pucker. It
grew on me, however.

The restaurant also serves a
hojicha beer, distinctly different
because roasting the tea leaves
gives them a more earthy flavor
that is a little sweeter than mat-
cha.

My favorite of all the alcoholic
options was the sencha gin spritz,
perfect for sum-
mer. Sencha is
made from boil-
ing the tea leaves
whereas matcha
is a powder.

The menu also includes non-
alcoholic drinks such as a matcha
salty dog with grapefruit and sea
salt and matcha cola. The mat-
cha cola is interesting because
the green tea float part atop the
cold cola is warm, making for a
fun — and a little unusual— sen-
sation when you sip it.

Food is also available for pur-
chase a la carte, and the menu
is by no means short on items to
continue to satisfy your green tea
fix.

Choices include matcha pota-
to wedges, matcha Caesar salad

"’UCHA BEER. (Fue
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and matcha carp, ranging from
580 yen to 1,800 yen, or $4-$13,
for each dish.

I had the matcha soba (700
yen, $5), The cool noodles are a
hallmark of Japanese summer
fare, and the green tea flavor
gave them a pleasant tanginess.

There are also a variety of
matcha sweets available, such as
the matcha ice cream, another
Japanese summer classic, and
green and black tea pound cakes.

The restaurant also has a tow-
ering matcha parfait that looks
visually impressive, but I’'m not
a massive fan of Japanese par-
faits as they tend to be all show
and little substance and usually
stuffed with cereal and empty
space.

The cost of the pound cake,
which comes with two small
pieces, and ice cream combined
is cheaper than the parfait ($6.50
vs. $10), so I recommend doing
that if you want to finish with
something sweet.

Reservations can be made di-
rectly on Green Tea Restaurant
1899’s website.
earl.erica@stripes.com
Twitter: @ ThisEarlGirl
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About 7 Minute Drive
from Iwakuni MCAS

Ilwakuni City
View Hotel .
from Iwakuni MCAS

[ W JR Iwakuni Station []




