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US, Japanese athletes unite for Special Olympics at Yokota

STORY AND PHOTO BY
MARC CASTANEDA,
STARS AND STRIPES

Published: November 24,2025

YOKOTA AIR BASE — Cheers,
flying discs and sprinting athletes
filled this western Tokyo instal-
lation Nov. 22 as more than 100
American and Japanese competi-
tors with disabilities — support-
ed by 700 volunteers — gathered
for the 46th Kanto Plains Special
Olympics.

The long-running event brings
together student and adult ath-
letes from U.S. bases, Defense
Department schools and Japanese
schools and organizations across
the Tokyo metropolitan area for
a day of competition and commu-
nity.

Throughout the morning and
afternoon on Yokota High’s foot-
ball field, athletes dashed through
50-, 100- and 200-meter races,
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hurled softballs and flying discs
for distance and leapt into the
standing long jump.

Swimming events took place at
the base’s natatorium. Volunteers
and teammates shouted “gam-
batte!” — Japanese for “do your
best.”

Launched in the late 1970s, the
Kanto Plains games have steadi-
ly expanded in
participation and

EXCLUSIVE NEWS FROM:
STARSH,#STRIPES.

Air Force Master Sgt. Jay Quick,
a fabrication flight chief for the
374th Maintenance Squadron,
said at the event.

This year’s games drew 780
volunteers — 200 from the U.S.
military and 580 from the Ja-
pan Air Self-Defense Force. For
some, the mission is personal.

“One of the main reasons why I
volunteered is be-
cause of my broth-

community  sup- er — he also has
port. Months of special  needs,”
planning go into www.stripes.com said Air Force
coordinating  the Master Sgt. Julie
competitions, from scheduling Pepper, president of the event’s

events and arranging transporta-
tion to organizing volunteer “bud-
dies” who assist athletes through
the day, organizers said.

“It’s definitely busy — a lot of
moving parts — but at the end of
it, when you see all the athletes
finish and they’re awarded their
medals, it’s definitely rewarding,”

executive committee. “T grew up
volunteering as my brother par-
ticipated in Special Olympics in
California. Since I’'m not able to
be home, this is sort of my way
of supporting him from far away.”

Family members filled the
bleachers, waving signs and ap-
plauding as athletes crossed the

HOLIDAY PRINTABLES!

Cards, Posters & JMore!
CONTACT US FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PRINTABLES!

Junko Shikada, of Tachikawa, lights the cauldron for the 46th annual Kanto Plains
Special Olympics at Yokota Air Base on Nov. 22.

finish lines and accepted medals.
The games last only a day, but
their impact stretches far beyond,
Pepper said.
“This event is important be-
cause it makes them feel includ-
ed,” she said while catching her

breath by the Special Olympics
cauldron. “I don’t think they have
something like this in Japan, so
it’s important for them to feel in-
cluded and celebrated.”

castaneda.marc@stripes.com
@markuscas2025
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Iwakuni museum stores armory’s worth of samurai weaponry

STORY AND PHOTOS BY SETH ROBSON,
STARS AND STRIPES
Published: November 20,2025

museum packed with sam-
A urai weapons and armor
stands near the iconic Kin-
taikyo Bridge in Iwakuni, a short
drive from the Marine Corps air sta-
tion in Yamaguchi prefecture, Japan.

The Kashiwabara Museum, for-
merly known as Iwakuni Art Muse-
um, stores everything from swords,
spears and muskets to elaborately
decorated armor.

The collection of artifacts could
be props from an Akira Kurosawa
film such as “Seven Samurai.” But
they’re the genuine articles — weap-
ons that were used by real Japanese
samurai.

There’s a sword, made for a sho-
gun, that’s been registered as a Jap-
anese national treasure. It’s kept in-
side a glass case, but you can heft a
replica sword and try on an old hel-
met. The museum also has a collec-
tion of decorated sword guards.

There are all
kinds of other old
weapons including
pistols and a wide
range of spears and
similar devices de-
signed to kill, or at least seriously in-
jure, an enemy.

The museum promotes its weap-
ons and armor collection as the “cul-
ture of life and death.”

“For samurai, risking their own
lives to protect their country, terri-
tory, and clan was the very mean-
ing of ‘living,”” the museum states

[EXCLUSIVE NEWS FROM:
STARSK,#STRIPES.

www.stripes.com

elaborately decorated armor in lwakuni.

on its website.

Samurai armor and weapons
were not only tools to protect their
owners but also works of art that
evoked their courage and magnified
their short, potentially deadly lives,
the website states.

Helmets on display have some
interesting decora-
tions including ant-
lers, rabbit ears and

crab claws.
There’s some
elaborate  shining

ceremonial armor. There’s also ar-
mor that was used by ordinary sam-
urai in battle. Some look as though
they were damaged by swords or ar-
TOWS.

The older armor has quite a lot
of protection around the midsection
— not because the ancient samurai
were overweight but because it was

S — :
The Kashiwabara Museum stores everything from swords, spears and muskets to

needed to protect horsemen from ar-
TOWS.

Alongside the weapons and ar-
mor the museum has a collection
of art including glassware, ceram-
ics and antique furniture used by
Iwakuni’s feudal lords.

The museum promotes this part
of its collection as the “culture of
life.”

The samurai lifestyle was glam-
orous yet profound, the museum
states on its website.

“In particular, the everyday items
used by women and children reveal
the samurai class’s deep and pro-
found love for supreme works of
art,” the website states.

When you’ve seen enough an-
cient samurai artifacts, take a stroll
through the park near the muse-
um at the foot of Mount Yokoya-
ma near Iwakuni Castle and the

PIZZA HUT

Atsugi

1000-1900 (Delivery 1600-1830)
® DSN: 264-4040/Commercial: (046)763-4040

Offering: Pizza, Personal Pan Pizza, Wings,
Pasta, Breadsticks, Dessert and multiple drinks

NEW @EXANGIOREAT@’

Yokosuka’s New Online Food Ordering Program

¢ Pier 7 Bayside Pizza Hut @ #A920
+* Main Street Food Court @ #G59

Delivery or Order Pick up

$15 Minimum Order

https://nexcomanchoreats.com

Yokosuka

. Main Street Food Court
1000-2100 (Delivery 1130-2030)

Bayside

Things to know

DIRECTIONS: You can reach
the museum by walking
across the Kintaikyo Bridge
from Iwakuni, Japan. The
museum’s address is 2-10-27
Yokoyama, Iwakuni City,
Yamaguchi Prefecture, 741-
0081.

TIMES: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (closes
at 4 p.m. December to
February); closed on
Tuesdays. Open on public
holidays.

COSTS: 800 yen for adults; 500
yen for high school and
university students; 200 yen
for elementary and middle
school students. Discounts
for groups of 15 or more.

FOOD: There are
atleasttwo  [w]3
ice cream
shops near
the Kintaikyo
Bridge.

[=]
WEBSITE

Kintaikyo Bridge.

The pedestrian bridge, at the
same site more than 350 years,
across the Nishiki River, is a series
of five wooden arches.

It’s been destroyed multi-
ple times by floods and rebuilt
each time. There’s a small fee to
cross, 310 yen for adults and high
schoolers, 150 yen for elementary
school kids.

robson.seth@stripes.com
@SethRobson1

@

WingStreet

1000-2100 (Delivery 1130-2030)
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Offering: Pizza, Personal Pan Pizza, Wings, Pasta, Breadsticks, Dessert and multiple drinks




DECEMBER 5 — DECEMBER 11, 2025 80 YEARS IN THE PACIFIC A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION STRIPES JAPAN 3

NN II |

e L St LS B e 8 1 1 L || | >
| L2l

| |

_

PV T
1 gl s

TO enjoy our
wonderful tours
allyou need is a valid SOFA license
OR a ACTIVE MILITARY ID and STATE SIDE
DRIVERS LICENSE!!

E-mail:booking @streetkart.com
TEL: +81-80-8899-8899 :
Booking QR Code

We at Street kart has our own reservation center in Japan.
Please book us directly through our QR code or email us
at booking@streetkart.com or call us at +81-80-8899-8899.
Itis faster, to book direcily and easier to find a date and time
that will best fit your schedule. No hassle going through a
third party such as travel agents or travel websites.

14,000 yen/ 1hour and 17,500 yen/ 2 hour
6,500 yen/ 1hour and 8,000 yen/2 hour

*Okinawa price is a special US Armed Forces pricing »full coverage insurance not included in prices above
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BY TAKAHIRO TAKIGUCHI,
STRIPES JAPAN

s Japan starts to enter the holiday sea-

son, you’ll notice many of the coun-

try’s parks buildings and gardens are
set ablaze with brilliant and elaborate illumina-
tion displays to help ring in the holiday spirit.

I love the beauty of this winter tradition, and
the warm lights feel like an appropriate way to
end another year. While strolling in the bright
streets at night, I can’t help but reminisce about
the people and places I encountered over the
last 12 months.

Here are some of my favorite places to
check out the winter fun. Not only are these
spots home to some dazzling light displays, but
the locations are also worth a stroll year-round.

Most of these sites are free, so visit one
near you and enjoy the happiest season in Ja-
pan with the millions of bright lights!
takiguchi.takahiro@stripes.com
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* Nagasaki WAGYU Designated Restaurant
« All you can Drink & Eat Menu Available
* Child Friendly

* English Menu i
* Large Wine Selection
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Get into the holiday spirit at Phantasia
Winter [llumination near Misawa Air Base.
This vibrant project at the Misawa Nakay-
oshi Park runs through January 31. Visitors
will be treated to the “Forest of Illumina-
tion” featuring over 130,000 LED lights,
an illuminated reindeer and, at the center, a
16-meter-tall Christmas tree.

During the event, the park opens from
5:30 p.m. to midnight for the sparkling
lights, so there’s plenty of time to enjoy this
holiday treat.

LOCATION: 2-1-1 Chuo-cho,
Misawa City, Aomori Pref. (a
6-minute drive from Misawa AB
Main Gate)

HOURS: Through Jan. 31, 2025,
5:30 p.m.-midnight

Affordable Prices! We buy our meat directly from the Sasebo Meat Market.

Homemade “Shige's Sauce” Prepared Daily!
B b Fo 4 35 = JE
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YAKINIKU & Buffet
AIZAN-TEI Restaurant
Open Hours: (Enter Restaurant by 21:00)
Daily 11:30 - 21:00
(Tuesday 17:00 — 21:00)
We close at 24:00!

... ¥,

per ;, =2
e R

ADMISSION: Free
TEL: 0176-53-2175 (Misawa Chamber of Commerce)

Tokyo Midtown is one of the most popu-
lar stops for holiday lights, great food, and
great shopping.

This year’s “Midtown Christmas 2025,”
features golden-hued LED lights and special
performances in the garden area.

The elaborate display in the building’s
green space elicits the nostalgia of Christmas
morning with music and ambiance, while in-
corporating modern technology for brilliant
displays that are a treat for the eyes.

And the fun doesn’t stop there. Up the hol-
iday fun by hitting the ice-skating rink con-
structed on the premises every winter season
(starting from 2,000 yen). This display defi-
nitely features fun for the whole family!

LOCATION: 9-7-1 Akasaka,
Minato-ku, Tokyo

PERIOD: Through Dec. 25
(Promenade are illuminated
until Feb. 23)

HOURS: 5-11 p.m.

TEL: 03-3475-3100

Hotel and Resort Tokinosumika in Gotem-
ba is just a 30-minute drive from Camp Fuji
and offers a large illumination display called
“Hikari-no-Sumika” (home of lights) every
year.

With its proximity to Mount Fuji, you’ll
be getting two great views for the price of
one! If you want to make a daytrip out of it,
add area attractions like the Fuji Five Lakes,
Fuji Safari Park, or the Sengen Shrine to your
itinerary. Ending the day at the light display
will be the cherry on top of a fun day!

Commander Fleet
Activities Sasebo

AIZAN-TEI Restaurant

| 0956-25-2764

Credit cards accepted [
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During my family’s last visit to Tokino-
sumika’s illuminations, we enjoyed the tun-
nel of lights which spans a quarter mile long.
The lights will wow you and you’ll get many
great pics to share with friends and family
back home. My daughter remembers our
visit fondly and I’m you’re your kiddos will
love it, too!

The display follows the theme of “Magic
Forest” for Winter 2025-2026 and includes
the tunnel plus other lights with elaborate
sequences, figures, and ornaments, accord-
ing to the resort. The grounds also feature
a couple of 120-year-old fir Christmas trees
dressed up in lights for the season.

For an admission fee, check out “Castle
Hill,” an impressive multimedia show fea-
turing 3D mapping, music, and a 150-meter-
tall water fountain.

LOCATION: 719 Kamiyama, Gotemba City, Shizuoka
Pref.
PERIOD: Through Mar. 8

' Camp Fuji

HOURS: Through Jan. 12,
4:30-10 p.m., Jan. 13-Mar. 8,
5-9:30 p.m.

ADMISSION:Tunnel of Light,

Twin Trees are free; for Castle

Hill, ages 12 or older, 1,200 yen
and elementary schoolers, 500 yen
TEL: 0550-87-3700

Head to Yokohama for the Yokohama
Milight Illumination project spanning a
one-mile-long stretch from JR Yokohama
Station to Minatomirai Station. The illumi-
nations light up this popular hangout with
the backdrop of majestic Landmark Tower,
Bay Bridge and Marine Tower.

While strolling through the lights you
may want to drop by Dockyard Garden be-
hind the Landmark Tower. On the bottom of
the dry dock, you can see a large ship-shaped
blue illumination made up of 100,000 LEDs
while cheerful Christmas music is played.

The walk-through of Yokohama Bay this
time of year is truly gorgeous, and an easy
trip for those on Yokosuka, Zama and Atsu-

gi.

LOCATION: From JR Yokohama
Station (East Exit) to Dockyard
Garden (Landmark Tower)
PERIOD: Through Feb. 8
HOURS: 4-11 p.m.

The Hiroshima Dreamination draws over
600,000 visitors each year and is only a one-
hour drive from MCAS Iwakuni.

This year, the large-scale illumination
project presents a “Fairyland” with 1.4 mil-
lion lights. Colorful lights fill Peace Bou-
levard, a major road running from east to
west through downtown, along with Namiki
Street and Alice Garden. The squares made
up of gold-based illuminations around the
streets create the “Shining Star”, the “Secret
Wonderland” and the “Shining Castle”.

Photo by Takahiro Takiguchi, Stripes Japan

£u g3, 5
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Photo courtesy of Yoshihito Morita

LOCATION: Center streets of Hi-
roshima

PERIOD: Through Jan. 3

HOURS: 5:30-10:30 p.m.

TEL: 082-554-1813

Every year, Sasebo City’s Shimanose
Park and Saruku City 403 shopping arcade
get the razzle dazzle treatment with over 1
million lights! Visitors are also treated to
the brilliant lights, gigantic, illuminated art-
works, live music and dance performances
on the weekends.

If you’re stationed at Sasebo Naval Base,
you’ll want to make plans to see this beauti-
ful sight for yourself!

PERIOD: Through Dec. 25 (The site is illuminated
until Jan. 12)

HOURS: 5-11 p.m.
LOCATION: Shimanose Park
and Saruku City 403 Shopping
Arcade in Sasebo City

TEL: 0956-24-4411

Earn your

7 American degree in

Tokyo/Kyoto

T Temple
2~ University
Japan Campus

Admissions Counseling Office
1-14-29 Taishido, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 154-0004 Japan
< ac@tuj.temple.edu $+81-3-5441-9800

1 www.tuj.ac.jp/ug
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BY TAKAHIRO TAKIGUCHI,
STRIPES JAPAN

air amusement parks roll out colorful
dazzling illumination events sure to keep
you entertained and in the holiday spirit.
Near Yokota Air Base, Sanrio Puroland,
home to Hello Kitty, My Melody and all the
other Sanrio characters, are taking the illu-
mination indoors. “Puroland
[llumination  Christ-
mas” offers a won-
derful  holiday
feel while avoid-
ing the chilly
winter winds.

In Japan, winter means that many open-

[@nd ear Jokyo lights up ho[idayg
with Hello Nitty and friends

The event, which runs through Dec.
25, includes various kawaii activities like
“Twinkle Gift Night,” a parade featur-
ing Little Twin Stars, and other characters
dressed in star costumes and dancing along
to holiday music.

With “Sanrio Character Boat Ride - II-
lumination Party with JOCHUM,” another

activity, you can spot doz-

ens of Sanrio char-

acters popping up

here and there,

enhancing the

Christmas spirit,

while enjoying
your boat ride.

Hit all the photo

spots decorated with star-shaped objects and
champagne-gold illuminations for some
great pics with your favorite Sanrio charac-
ters.

Don’t miss the holiday-themed foods
and merchandise. Currently, the cafés in the
theme park are offering Wish upon a Hello
Kitty’s star omelet curry, Cinnamon Roll’s
star illuminationyy hamburger curry, and
My Melody’s Christmas presentd’ nata-de-
coko melon soda.

Sanrio Puroland is a great draw for fami-
lies and Sanrio fans. You’ll definitely want
to enjoy the warm illuminations indoors
with your favorite Sanrio characters this hol-
iday season!
takiguchi.takahiro@stripes.com

Z

Room Package

Stay at Dragon Hill Lodge to be right in the center of Seoul's attractions,
and also enjoy onsite access to services and facilities serving our U.S military and DoD communities.

$499

USAG YONGSAN
DSN: #315-738-2222
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Things to know

PERIOD: Through Dec. 25

HOURS: 9:30 a.m.to 5 p.m.
on most days.

LOCATION: 1-31 Ochiai, Tama City,
Tokyo

ADMISSION (PASSPORT): 2,500 -
5,900 yen - varies depending
on the day of the week.
Check out the link for more
information.

TEL:042-339-1111

s o
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SCHEDULE

WEBSITE

reservations@dragonhilllodge.com

www.dragonhilllodge.com

or #02-790-0016 ext.1
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Stripes Sports Trivia

Don’t let the nickname confuse you, “Charlie Hustle” was no Charlie or Charles. Who was the player known

for his relentless hustle?

facebook.com/StripesMec.iia @StabrsandSt'ripes youtube.com/StripesChannel
facebook.com/StripesPacific @StripesPacific
Stripesphotography @StarsStripes . .
t t. /St
@starsandstripespacific @StripesPMD pinterest.com/Stripesnews
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www.stripes.com

The #1 source
of independent news
and information serving
the U.S. military community.

STARSH #STRIPES,

FOLLOW STARS
MEDIA PLATFORM OF YOUR CHOICE!

2 STRIPES. ON THE SOCIAL

pPiv YOU
KNOW?

o give their children an edge over

the competition, many parents in

Japan send their children to “juku,”
or cram schools. The schools have been
around for decades. There are more than
50,000 juku in Japan today and about
50-70 percent of students who plan to
take entrance exams use them.

Kanii of
the week

-
-
Fuyu (w'mtel’)

Language Lesson
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2024 WINNER

by Margie E. Burke

The Weekly Crossword

ACROSS L O R

10 |11 |12 |13

1 Rumple, as hair
5 __ del Sol

14

16

10 Orch. section 17

14 "__ Dinka Doo"

15 Bread spreads 2

16 Opera feature
17 Working hard
18 Saving gas, say

26

30 |31 |32

20 Shortcut
22 Bobby of tennis

34

fame

40

23 "The Zoo Story"
playwright

24 Took to jail
26 Like draft beer

47

29 Renders invalid

51 |52

54 |55

33 Taunts on the
field

56

36 Meetup, slangily

61

37 Sculler's need
38 Gibraltar and

64

67

\,

SUDOKU Edited by Margie E. Burke

Difficulty: Easy

Magellan
40 Nonpro sports Copyright 2025 by The Puzzle Syndicate
gp.
41 It ebbs and 5 Cola starter 34 Parade spoiler 51 Plastic surgery
flows 6 One of five Nor- 35 __ Cruces, targets
43 Denier's words wegian kings N.M. 52 Catch
45 Trap 7 More parched 39 "Goosebumps" 53 Minor quarrel
47 "Peer Gynt" 8 Highest rated writer 54 Call to a mate
composer 9 Japanese 42 Makes a 55 Italian seaport
48 Street reps volcano cryptogram 57 Business card
50 Indian flatbreads 10 Steinbeck's 44 Fragrant nos.
53 Social no-no birthplace bloomer 58 Shock, in a way
56 "Calvin and 11 H.S. math 46 Elvis' middle 60 Ump's call
Hobbes" 12 Smoke or napkin name, originally
cartoonist follower 49 Sink of "Stranger
59 "It's news to me" 13 Yields to gravity Things"
61 Bontes' in 19 ngier insert: Answers to Previous Crossword:
anatomy r.
62 Golfer's cry 21 Rogen and AICIMIE SlOM
C|R|U|X ClL|I
63 Water and elec. others TTAILIC AN
64 Fortune teller 25 Trojan War oINIClE Lol
65 Heads-up abbrs. figure RIEITIR Elsls
66 "Oneof 27 Clothing
days...." 28 Gave up, q c ; : 3
67 Latin "to be" reluctantly TE AlRIClE
30 Quells, as AlD M uls|eElD
DOWN rioters ] E _
1 Sporty Mazda 31 Son of Isaac R|E|A T A|T|U|P
2 No further than 32 "On the Verge" W|A|G E L|I|[N|E
3 Wave-riding actress E|S|E R I [N|C|A
platforms Elisabeth L|E|R E T|E|A|K
4 Shiny fabrics 33 Shopper's bag L|IL[S D Y|A|P|S

4 5

HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the

9

4

numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1to 9; and

J214 /e i1 7

USED CAR DEALER

each set of 3 by 3 boxes must

34

SO W

2 91 8

Copyright 2025 by The Puzzle Syndicate

6 contain the numbers 1to 9. ONE STOP SHOP USED CARR/E‘¥PERTS
e Registration Included in Price ."/“V“‘XB '4’;'{",
Answer to Previous Sudoku: . \F;Vi%ets;ecti::n :)fd\{:hid:s \\‘;/' ’ \;',/
2/4]6]3]7/5]8]9]1 B e e N P
9/3/5[8/1/4[27]6 S
7/8/1/9/2/6/5/34
6/9(4(5/3/2(7|1/8
115(3(7,8/9(4|6|2
8172|16/4/1|9/5/3
3\6/7(4/9/8[(1|2|5
5/1/8/2/6/7(3/49
42/9|15/3|6/8(7
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ONLY 5 MINUTE WALK FROM WEST GATE!

Don Quijote []
Route 16

I

Terminal Gate

Weekdays 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturdays 9:30 a.m.-4 p-m.
Closed Sundays
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HOLIDAY HOP

Shop, eat, drink, be merry at Christmas Markets

NAGAOKA CHRISTMAS MARKET

Festive shopping, food, and
illuminations to enjoy

The Nagaoka Christmas Market
invites  visitors  to
celebrate the season
with shopping, food,
and sparkling lights.
Hosted at Aore Naga-
oka’s central plaza
(Nakadoma), this festive event is re-
turning after a three-year hiatus, and it
blends holiday charm with a cozy win-
ter atmosphere.

Under the glow of the venue’s icon-
ic Christmas tree, over 40 vendors will
offer a variety of goods for purchase.
The market features 28 merchandise
booths selling everything from Christ-
mas wreaths to knitted accessories and
unique children’s items, with hands-
on workshops available for those who
want to craft their own holiday keep-
sakes.

Food and drink lovers can explore
more than a dozen stalls serving win-
ter favorites like cakes, hot wine, and
coffee, perfect for warming up while
enjoying live performances by local
musicians playing Christmas classics.

At the market, visitors can also
revel in the
breathtaking
Aore Nagaoka
Illumination, a
seasonal light
display  that
transforms the
venue into a
winter  won-
derland. The
o illuminations,
which run
from mid-No-
vember until
mid-February,

Photo courtesy of
Nagaoka City
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really set the scene for some magical
holiday season shopping.

The market will be open from 11
a.m. until 6 p.m. on Saturday and until
5 p.m. on Sunday, with some vendors
rotating between the
two days. Whether
you plan on shopping
for gifts, enjoying lo-
cal treats, or simply
enjoying the atmo-
sphere, the Nagaoka Christmas Mar-
ket offers something for everyone.

DATES: Dec.19-21

COST: Free entry

LOCATION: Aore Nagaoka

ADDRESS: 1 Chome-4-10 Otedori,
Nagaoka, Niigata 940-0062

GETTING THERE:

+ Aore Nagaoka is located just minutes
on foot from Nagaoka Station, which
is served by the Joetsu Shinkansen,
the Shin’etsu Main Line, and the
Joetsu Local Line.

« For those who opt to drive, basement-
level parking is
available at Aore —
it’s charged at 100
JPY for every 30
minute increment.
Please keep in
mind that only
cashis accepted
for payment.

NOTE: For event updates and more
details (including information on
participating vendors), visit the
official event Instagram.

- Kim Bergstrom,
Japan travel

OSAKA CHRISTMAS MARKET

Festive fun at Tennoji Park
Christmas markets are a highlight
of the winter season, and they come
filled with delicious eats, drinks,

Tricare accepted

and trinkets to purchase. The Osaka
Christmas Market is one such event,
and it takes place at Tennoji Park’s
Tenshiba area.

The market aims to emulate the
atmosphere you’d expect from tradi-
tional German Christmas markets, and
there will be vendors selling every-
thing from mulled wine and hot cocoa
to toys and ornaments imported from
Seiffen, a village in Germany known
for their woodturning and toy making.

There will also be fun areas with
giant Christmas trees set up, making
the perfect backdrop for festive photo
opportunities. Admission to the event
itself is free, but bring yen if you plan
on making purchases.

DATES: Until Dec. 25

COST: Free entry

LOCATION: Tennoji
Park

ADDRESS: 5-55
Chausuyamacho,
Tennoji Ward,
Osaka, 543-0063

GETTING THERE:
Tenshiba at Tennoji Park can be
accessed in just two minutes on foot
from Tennoji Station, which is served
by numerous lines including the
JR Osaka Loop Line and the Osaka
Metro’s Midosuji Line and Tanimachi
Line to name a few.

OO

WEBSITE

- Kim Bergstrom,
Japan travel

TENJIN CHRISTMAS MARKET

Enjoy a taste of Europe at
Christmas in Fukuoka
The Tenjin Christmas Market in
Fukuoka brings a taste of Christ-
mastime in Europe to the city. The
event will have a range of food and
drinks on offer (including the always
popular mulled wine!) and vendors
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selling Christmas decorations and oth-
er goods.

With an array of twinkling lights il-
luminating the area after the sun goes
down, it’s the perfect spot to embrace
the joy and cheer that comes with the
festive season.

Admission to the event is free, but
do bring some yen if you plan to make
a purchase. The hours of the market
also differ on weekdays and week-
ends. The weekday hours of operation
are from 5 p.m. until 10 p.m., and on
weekends and holi-
days that extends out L
to 12 p.m. until 10 E "E
[=]

p-m.
DATES: Until Dec. 25
WEBSITE

HOURS: 5- 11 p.m.

COST: Free entry

LOCATION: Fukuoka
City Hall West Side Fureai Plaza

ADDRESS: 1 Chome-8-1 Tenjin, Chuo
Ward, Fukuoka, 810-0001

GETTING THERE:
The Tenjin Christmas Market takes
place at the Fukuoka City Hall West
Side Fureai Plaza. The venue is
located just four minutes on foot
from Tenjin Station, served by the
Fukuoka City Subway’s Kuko Line.

PHONE: +81927345462

- Kim Bergstrom,
Japan travel

YAMAGATA CHRISTMAS MARKET

A market reminiscent of Germany
waiting for you

Every year, Yamagata Prefecture
becomes a snow globe for winter
sports, festivals, and heartwarming
delicacies. Before the winter wonder-
land goes into full effect, kick off the
holiday season with Yamagata’s first
Christmas market!

The Yamagata Christmas Market
will take place just a one minute walk
from Yamagata Station. The festive
market is inspired by German tradi-
tions, featuring gourmet food, mulled
wine, locally made crafts, and other
treats that people of all ages can enjoy.

Admission is
free, so take a stroll
with a warm drink in
hand and celebrate
the magic of Christ-
mas!

DATES: Dec. 12 - 25
HOURS: 4 -9 p.m.
ADDRESS: 1 Chome-2-38 Futabacho,
Yamagata, 990-0828
GETTING THERE:
Yamagin Prefectural Hall Event
Squareis aone minute walk from
Yamagata Station on the West Exit.

WEBSITE

- Tiffany Aguilar,
Japan Travel

TOKYO CHRISTMAS MARKET

A taste of Europe in Tokyo

Christmas is a season for family,
and especially lovers in Japan. The
Tokyo Christmas Market is one of the
most extravagant ones in Japan. Sup-
ported by the German Tourism and
German Embassy, visitors will defi-
nitely get a taste of Europe.

The Christmas Pyramid is a known
symbol of Christmas in Europe, which
will also be showcased here, along
with stellar illuminations. Hibiya will
turn into a cozy Christmas town, with
a 14-meter tall Christmas tree shipped
from Germany!

Stalls and shops like those in Zeifen
village will open; from handmade hol-
iday ornaments to hot chocolate, beer
and Christmas workshops, this market
is perfect for the holiday season. There
will also be live performances.

If you plan on attending, please note
that ticket prices differ from week-
days to weekends/holidays (¥1000 and
¥1500 for adults respectively). This
increases to ¥2,000 during the period
from December 23rd through 25th.

The first evening
of the event starts at
4 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.,
but all other days run
from 11 a.m. to 9:30
p-m. (last orders at 9
p.m. for all days).

DATES: Until Dec. 25

HOURS: 11a.m.-9:30
p.m.

COSTS: 1,000 JPY -
2,000 JPY (Ticket
prices)

LOCATION: Meiji Jingu
Gaien, Shinjuku,

Tokyo WEBSITE
GETTING THERE: (MELJIJINGU
Meiji Jingu Gaien GAIEN)

can be accessed

in under 5 minutes on foot from
Gaienmae Station on the Tokyo Metro
Ginza line.

- Jessica Lin,
Japan Travel

SHIBUYA CHRISTMAS MARKET

A fusion of European charm and
Hawaiian warmth

This winter, Shibuya will host its
first-ever official Christmas market
event, bringing a mix of European
charm and Hawaiian warmth to the
heart of Tokyo. The event will take
place from December 1st to 25th across
three locations: Miyashita Park, Kitaya
Park, and the Yoyogi Park BE STAGE.

Unlike traditional markets found in
other cities, this one will feature two
distinct themes. At Miyashita Park, the
European zone intends to capture the
atmosphere of a traditional German
Christmas market, while Yoyogi Park
will transform with a tropical atmo-
sphere bringing a touch of warmth to
winter. It’s the first time Japan has seen
a multi-location market with such con-
trasting holiday vibes.

Visitors can enjoy festive food
stalls, crafts, live performances, and
even a lighting ceremony on Decem-
ber 1st featuring a special guest per-
formance. Admission is free, though
on select days, limited-entry tickets
with commemorative
mugs will be avail-
able for 1,500 JPY.

For more details
and specific operat-
ing hours for each

:E :i'l:i . :

venue within the :
event window, please WEBSITE
visit the official site. ~ (OFFICIAL SITE)

DATES: Until Dec. 25

COST: Free entry

LOCATION: Miyashita Park, Kitaya Park,
and the Yoyogi Park BE STAGE

ADDRESS: 2-1 Yoyogikamizonocho,
Shibuya, Tokyo 151-0052

GETTING THERE:
All of the event venues are walkable
within 10 minutes or less from
Shibuya Station.

- Kim Bergstrom,
Japan travel
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