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N ight skies in the Land of the Rising Sun 
– from Hokkaido to Tokyo to Okinawa – 
blaze with the brilliance of “hanabi,” or 

-

of the 2,080-foot Skytree in Tokyo, to taking them 

Beach where light refracted off the aquamarine wa-

-

-

Wearing a “yukata,” a casual summer kimono, 
-
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Japan lights up the night sky!
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A bone-chilling Japanese summer
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ASIA PORT FESTIVAL IN KANMON 2026
(Near Iwakuni)

DATE: 
TIME:
LOCATION: 

PHONE: 

SHONAN HIRATSUKA FIREWORKS

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PHONE: 

MIYAGASE FURUSATO FESTIVAL FIREWORKS

DATES: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PHONE: 

KANAZAWA FESTIVAL FIREWORKS

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PHONE: 

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

WEBSITE
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FIREWORKS LISTING
JINGU GAIEN FIREWORKS 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PHONE: 

SHIKAMACHI FURUSATO SUMMER FESTIVAL FIREWORKS 

DATE:
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PHONE: 

WEBSITE

WEBSITE
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Disneyland and DisneySea, so 

-
-
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Tokyo Disney Resort’s adult 

-

-

-

been the easiest way for regulars 

so, Tokyo Disney Resort still un-

by a wide margin, with one-day 
tickets at the original Disneyland 

World in Florida both running well 
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cost rising at Tokyo Disney Resort 

resort’s last remaining free Fast 
-

-

Oriental Land attributes ris-

the increase, along with the added 
-

within DisneySea, though, which 

-
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-

so checking it before booking 
-

-
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Both dates fall on a three-day 
autumn weekend during the 

������#������	����	����$���"

so only the highest-demand 
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last remaining free Fast Pass 
system is being discontinued 

Frequently asked questions

T -

-

Tokyo Disneyland hiking ticket
prices, nixing free Fast Pass
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Plan to head to Soleil Hill, 

-

-

beauties and the stunning blue waters of the 

-

-

Western-style farmhouses, fountains, 
-

eled after houses in South France, are 

-
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On the southern coast of Ya-
maguchi Prefecture, Yanai 

-

with historical wooden homes and 

great any time of year, but in the 

-

crowds to Yanai’s white-walled 

The scenic city is a short 

-

-
-

-
-

-
cals in traditional matsuri attire 

-

-

-
tional dancing and music at the 

like yakisoba, yakitori, okonomi-

games, including kingyo-sukui 

Don’t worry, the hanging gold-

no michi are illuminated nightly 
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100,
000su

nflowers b
looming inYokosuka
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A bone-chilling Japanese summer
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M uch like Halloween in 
October in the West, 
mid-summer is a season 

-

-

-

-
dameshi (literally, to test your cour-
age through scared route) games 

communities throughout sum-

-
modameshi and haunted 

cool with fear and terror - 
another reason they are con-

-

for students away at summer 

-
lic, and is a great chance for 
them to cling to someone 

-

boys and girls (sometimes 

-

abandoned buildings or any other 

-

-

are used to create an unusual 

-
-

ror story before sending them 

that they had walked through 
the designated course, challeng-
ers need to bring something back 

some sort of token (often a card or 
stones written with challenger’s 
number or name) at the location, 

or senior colleagues hide along the 

out at challengers walking along 

-
ness a strong-looking boy unable 

location while a gentle graceful 

girl shows her courage 
to take him out on the 

away from the course, 
and that makes some 
of great memories of 
school days that cannot 

The tradition of ki-
modameshi goes back 

-

-
ry book in the era “Ookaga-

sent three young aristocrats 
to an old house known as 

order, and he brought back 
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Asakusa HanayashikiAsakusa Hanayashiki
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Asakusa Hanayashiki opened as 
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W hether you are seeking 
scary stories for the Hal-

-
-

origins and are often told as truth, 

-

-

-

take notes should you be unlucky 
enough to encounter one of these 

Turn off the lights and make sure 
no one is watching you from the 

gruesome and disturbing, reader dis-

Aka Manto (Red Cloak)

a red cloak and mask and is said to 

Once you are seated in the stall, 

be suffocated to death until you are 

-

-

Kuchisake-onna 
(Slit-Mouthed Woman)

-
anese urban legends, knows of the 

as a seemingly beautiful woman 

wears a face mask and carries a con-

-
itary stroll, she will 
ask you if you think 

consider your an-

will immediately murder you with 

-

or any of the other ghouls, why not 
-

Teke Teke

Teke Teke is said to be the ghost 
of a woman or schoolgirl who fell 
on a railway line and was cut in half 

-

longer has legs, she drags herself on 
-

Should you encounter Teke Teke, 

you, she will slice you in half with 

renditions of the sto-
ry, she will ask you 
where her legs are, 
in which case you 

Toire no Hanako-san
(Hanako-san of the Toilet)

the bathroom with a legend some 

met her end in an elementary school 
bathroom as a result of suicide due 

children test their wits by summon-
-

mon her, you must go to a third 

third stall three times, after which 

too slow or choose to enter the stall, 
Hanako will drag you into the toilet, 

Okiku Doll

The legend of the Okiku Doll 

-
-

his younger sister, noting that they 

was infatuated with the doll, and 

-
-

ku, on an altar in remembrance of 
their daughter and noticed that the 

-
cluded that their daughter’s restless 

-

-
-
-

locations, and decide for yourself if 

The Red Room Curse

For those reading these tales on 

focused story that starts with an om-

-
-

-
tire screen will turn red and become 

always found dead with their blood 

-

-

-
-

out the location’s other terrifying at-

Of course, you can tell yourself 

Japanese Urban Legends���9�
��	�����
��9�:��
�������
�9�:
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AUGUST 7  AUG

mes 

m-

- 

a

ro

Are you brave enough to make it to the end?
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However, the contents of Stripes Japan are unofficial, and are 

not to be considered as the official views of, or endorsed by, 

the U.S. government, including the Department of Defense 

or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, Stripes 

Japan may be distributed through official channels and use 

appropriated funds for distribution to remote and isolated 

locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. The 

appearance of advertising in this publication, including 

inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of 

those products by the Department of Defense or Stars and 

Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication 

shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage 

without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 

age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or 

any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

�������	
�������
����	����	�
����
�������	
��������

����������������������� 

T in Sagamihara, was born 
from one man’s dream and 

-
-

les and the lack of tra-

The truck is not 

front of their business, Nicety, a 
clothing and accessories store that 
sells Ricky’s original brand, Ossan 

-
side the store, then customers bring 
their ticket to Sasha in the truck 

The menu is limited to tacos, 
quesadillas and birria tacos, all 

-

-

-

for authentic tacos has done the 

The local military community 

had taken notice, and while waiting 

-
les that made a two-hour train ride 

Yokosuka can be a trek, about two 
-
-

acidic and layered with the char 

certain fresh ingredients, like to-
matillos and dried chiles, can be 

The quesadillas were stuffed 
-

But the birria tacos stole the 

enough body to hold its own inside 

dark and fragrant, waiting to be 

�!�"#$%&!'�!&(�')�*��#+%,

Taco truck in Sagamihara worth 
2-hour trip from Tokyo

Tacos El Trompo
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ACROSS
1 Sultan's ladies
6 Sitting on

10 Budget rival
14 Amazon 

assistant
15 Elisabeth of "On

the Verge"
16 Word with ditch

or minute 
(hyph.)

17 Bounded
18 Cadbury bar
20 Jerry Lewis 

tradition for 44 
years

22 Creator of Boo 
and Atticus

23 ___-chat
24 Having teeth
25 Lessener
28 First-place 

finisher
29 Spy's device
30 W-2 information
32 Most Saudis DOWN 31 "You'll never 49 Panama, e.g.
35 Tennis legend 1 March leader's ____!" 50 Home of the 

Bjorn command 33 Picture problem Black Bears
37 Gardener's 2 Sheltered, in a 34 Male heirs 51 Secret 

spread way 36 Severity rendezvous
39 Missile housing 3 Authentic 38 Prefix with 53 Suffix with 
40 Watchful ones 4 Anticipate centric social
42 City on the Ruhr 5 Lillard or Modine 41 Dane's "Grey's 54 Give a hoot
44 Work on a tan 6 Knotted neck- Anatomy" role 55 Proton's place
45 Billie with ten wear 43 Female goats 56 More or ___

Grammys 7 Larger-life link 46 Part of the foot 58 Presidential 
47 Breaks one's 8 "Days of ___ 48 Lebanese nickname

back Lives" capital
49 Campus dining 9 Showy bird's 

area mate
51 Pitchfork part 10 Sirens, say
52 Sports venues 11 Seaport of Chile
53 Wryly funny 12 Archipelago part
57 Person of no 13 Squirrel away

importance 19 Food from 
59 Fit to be tied heaven
60 Pantry invaders 21 Dr. ___ Baker of
61 Just makes, "Little House…"

with "out" 24 Spinal parts
62 Continental 25 Priest in Paris

coins 26 Harbor bobber
63 Insurance claim 27 Covenants
64 Nuisance 28 Born in Cardiff,
65 Flower features e.g.

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate

Answers to Previous Crossword:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

S H A R P B I D S S M U G
L E V E R L O U T P I T A
A R I S E A N N O T A T E S
M O D I C U M G A R N I S H

G E N E R A T I N G
B L U N D E R E R B E A S T
R I N S E S D E S E R T E R
I D I C A D E T I V E
N O T A L O N E O L I V E S
E N A T E D E C L I N E R S

R E D H E R R I N G
A V I A T O R A D D E D U P
Z E A L O U S L Y S N A R L
O R N O R O B O A U D I O
V A S T I N O N Y E A S T

Answer to Previous Sudoku:

Answer
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Stripes Sports Trivia
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Kanji of
    the week
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Language Lesson
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