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Lama learns the art of ikebana

STORY AND PHOTOS BY WINIFRED BROWN,
US ARMY GARRISON

CAMP ZAMA - Saori Komura began her
class on the Japanese art of flower arranging,
known as “ikebana,” with advice she wanted
her students to retain long after the class
ended.

“You can arrange the flowers as you feel
[them to be] beautiful,” Komura told her six
students at the Camp Zama Arts and Crafts
Center Jan. 25. “Whatever you try, it will not
be a failure, so please don’t be nervous. There
is no need to rush. So please enjoy ikebana.”

Because it was a beginner’s class, Komura
taught her students how to make arrange-
ments out of three types of flowers: calla lil-
ies, Japanese pussy willows and leatherleaf
ferns. Participants could also add baby’s
breath flowers at the end, but it was optional.

Komura showed her students how to prop-
erly cut flowers and arrange them
on a “kenzan,” a heavy plate
covered with sturdy needles
that holds the flowers upright in
avase.

Komura started with the
pussy willows, showing the
class how to cut them to the
correct length and arrange
them in a triangle shape on the
kenzan. Next came the three
lilies, and Komura explained
how to choose the best lily for
each length depending on how much the flow-
er had bloomed. Participants had a bowl of
water to cut the flowers in so that they would
begin sucking up water right away.

The class size was limited to six, and
Komura gave each student individualized

.. Saori Komt
b= ?‘ems Rhiann S

attention as necessary.

Amanda Rios, who took the class with
her daughter Sophia, said !
she signed up because she
wanted to learn more about
the Japanese art with her
daughter.

“I thought it was wonder-
ful,” Rios said. “They pro-
vided all the materials and
we get to take [everything]
home ... I love to keep flow-
ers in the home, but I didn’t
know how to arrange them.”

The center allowed par-
ticipants to take the vases,
kenzan and flower cutters home so they could
practice with a guide that Komura provided.
The flowers should last about two weeks, she
said, and participants should return the ma-
terials when the flowers have died.

Rhianna Santos, branch manager of the
Navy Federal Credit Union on

Camp Zama, took the class
with her colleagues Brittany
Priddy and Aki Schucker as a
team-building exercise.

“It looked fun and we haven’t
done this before,” Santos said.
“It was a good opportunity and
we wanted to jump on it, and
[we] had so much fun. I got to be
around people I absolutely love
being around. It was a great way
to spend a Saturday morning.”

Santos said she was grateful that the in-
stallation’s Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation offered the class.

“We love the opportunities that are af-
forded to us here, especially in this overseas

[V y PIZZA HUT LOCATIONS:

Yokosuka 1000-2100
DELIVERY IS AVAILABLE

Offering: Pizza, Personal Pan Pizza, Wings
Pasta, Breadsticks, Dessert, and multiple drinks.

Atsugl 1030-2000
DELIVERY IS AVAILABLE

Offering: Pizza, Personal Pan Pizza, Wings
Pasta, Breadsticks, Dessert, and multiple drinks.

environment, so we can just work together
and have fun at the same
time,” Santos said.

Komura emphasized that
she wanted her students to
enjoy ikebana, and by the
end, students were having
fun while staying on task and
creating professional-look-
ing flower arrangements.

Komura, who also teach-
es painting and drawing
at the center and holds a
bachelor’s degree in Japa-

nese art history from Seijo
University in Seijo, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo, has
been studying the “Hanako” style of ikebana
in Ebina for two years.

There are many ikebana schools in Japan,
Komura said, and there are also different
styles.

The Hanako style originated from the
classical ikebana style of “Seika” in the mid-
Edo era, or 1760s, Komura said, and Seika is
based on the three core elements of the uni-
verse: “ten,” or heaven,; “chi,” or earth; and
“jin,” or human beings.

The Hanoko style incorporates the “jiyu-
ka” concept that artists should arrange the
flowers so they reflect how plants exist in na-
ture, with just a few artistic touches, Komura
said. Today, the style incorporates new trends
influenced by foreign flowers and vases.

The Arts and Crafts Center plans to
hold another class in April. For more
information, visit the Arts and Crafts
Center in Building 360B or call DSN (315)
263-4412 or COMM 046-407-4412.

*We extended Pizza Hut Delivery hours on Friday and Saturday until 2200.
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IACE TRAVEL CONNECT TO - WORLD

= Serving the Military Community since 1998 =
Kadena, Camp Foster, Yokosuka, Atsugi, Iwakuni
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05 APR Departure - 12 APR Return

Price includes:
-Round trip air fare

-Airport transfer in Vietnam & Cambodia
-3nights stay in Siem Reap & Hanoi, 1night stay in Junk

Boat at Lan Ha Bay

-Angkor Complex Sightseeing with English-speaking guide
-Hanoi Sightseeing including Hanoi Hilton and Pottery
village with English-speaking guide

-Breakfast x7, Lunch x5, Dinner x4 and Brunch x1

*** Please ask agent or check our website for more
- *¥** Prices are in US dollar, per person, based on 2 per room, unless specified.

*Non-Escorted Tour

before you travel.

*Single room price is ¥255,000 ($2319)
*Please obtain E-VISA for both Vietnam and Cambodia online

~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

IACE Official Website
www.iace.co.jp/en

All Prices include Tax/Fuel/Fees
Based on rate 110. subject to exchange rate

Spring Break Special

Vietnam & Cambodia 8-Days
Price ¥202,500 ($1841)

Universal Studios Japan 3-Days
5 APR Departure - 7 APR Return

Price ¥50,400 ($459)

Price includes:

-Round trip bullet train between Shinagawa/
Shin-Yokohama and ShinOsaka

-2nights at Hotel Granvia Osaka

-1Day park ticket for Universal Studios Japan on 6 APR

*Non-Escorted Tour
*Single room price is ¥66,600 ($606)
~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

—

Thailand 8-Days

04 APR Departure - 11 APR Return
Price ¥186,300 ($1694)

Price includes:
-Round trip air between Haneda and Bangkok
-Airport transfer in Thailand (private vehicle)
-4nights stay at Centre Point Pratunam in Bangkok
-3nights stay at Avani Pattaya Resort in Pattaya
i -Breakfast x7, lunch x2
-Full Day Floating Market and Railway Market tour
- on5APR
-Full Day Discover Ancient Ayutthaya on 6 APR

"8 | *Non-Escorted Tour
*Single room price is ¥243,500 ($2214)
~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

Paris 6-Days

05 APR Departure - 10 APR Return
Price ¥170,000 (81546)

Price includes:

-Round trip air fare between Narita and Paris
(*via Warsaw, Poland)

-Airport transfer in Paris (private vehicle)
-4nights stay at Belta Hotel

-Breakfast x4

*Non-Escorted Tour
*Single room price is ¥205,000 ($1864)
~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

Rome 6-Days
05 APR Departure - 10 APR Return

Price ¥194,000 ($1764)

Price includes:

-Round trip air fare between Narita and Rome
(*via Seoul, Korea)

-Airport transfer in Rome

(private vehicle)

-4nights stay at Palladium Palace

-Breakfast x4

* | *Non-Escorted Tour
| | *Single room price is ¥245,000 ($2228)
~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

Perth 6-Days

07 APR Departure - 12 APR Return
Price ¥233,000 ($2119)

Price includes:

-Round trip air fare between Narita and Perth
-Airport transfer in Perth (private vehicle)
-4nights stay at Pan Pacific Perth

-Breakfast x4, Lunch x2

-Pinnacles Desert with 4x4 Adventure tour on
8 APR

-Wave Rock tour on 10APR

-ETAS (Australia Visa) process fee

*Non-Escorted Tour
*Single room price is ¥245,000 ($2228)
~~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

Seoul 4-Days
From ¥48,100 ($438)

Price includes:

. -Round trip air fare between Narita and Seoul
(Incheon)
-3nights stay at Dragon Hill Lodge

| -Downtown/Palace tour (shared vehicle)
-Military Demarcation Line (MDL) special tour

*US military ID is required

*Non-Escorted Tour

*Single room price is ¥61,100 ($556)

*MDL tour is subject to cancellation due to
unexpected political/military circumstances in
that case, you will be offered alternative tours.

~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

Guam 4-Days
5 APR Departure - 8 APR Return
Price ¥82,000 ($746)

Price includes:

-Round trip air fare between Narita and Guam
-Airport transfer in Guam (shared vehicle)
-3nights stay at Guam Plaza Hotel

*Non-Escorted Tour

*Single room price is ¥103,000 ($937)

*Must have Military ID

~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

Bali 6-Days
From ¥102,500 ($932)

Price includes:

-Round trip air fare between Haneda and
Denpasar (*via Singapore)

-Airport transfer in Bali (private vehicle)
-4nights stay at the Westin Resort Nusa Dua
-Breakfast x4

*Non-Escorted Tour
~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

Okinawa 4-Days
5 APR Departure - 8 APR Return
Price ¥94,800 ($499)

¥ Price includes:
-Round trip air fare between Haneda and Naha
-3nights stay at Okinawa Kariyushi Beach
Resort Ocean Spa

" -Car rental for 4days
-Breakfast x3

*Non-Escorted Tour
~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

March departure
domestic package tour

Kyoto 3-Days
From ¥9%5,700 ($507)

Price includes:

-Round trip bullet train between Shinagawa/
Shin-Yokohama and Kyoto

-2nights stay at Miyako Hotel Kyoto Hachijo
-Kyoto 1day tour

*Non-Escorted Tour
*Single room price is ¥79,300 ($721)
~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

YOKOSUKA BRANCH

More information is available at.. https:/www.iace.co.jp/en/

| _ATSUGI BRANCH |

ITT Office: 243=3498 Commercial line: 046-816-3498 Office: 264-6297, 6298

Email: atb@iace.co.jp Mon-Fri: 9 am - 6 pm, Sat: close

Email: yokosuka@iace.co.jp

Mon - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm,
Holi: 10 am -2 pm (}

OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA

ATSUGI
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IACE TRAVEL

IWAKUNI

SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI

Inquiries from Misawa misawa@iace.co.jp
and tell Atsugi Office you ring from Misawa!!

Find us on:

facebook.
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY
AIRMAN 1ST CLASS CHINA M. SHOCK,
35TH FIGHTER WING

MISAWA AIR BASE - A group of airmen
sit in T’s Burritos, watching television
shows, playing video games, studying and
talking amongst each other, waiting for
the phone to ring.

This is what an average Friday and
Saturday night looks like for an Airmen
Against Drunk Driving volunteer.

“It is best to plan ahead before drink-
ing, and having A2D2 volunteers really
helps,” expressed Airman 1st Class Logan
Dickson, a 35th Comptroller Squadron fi-
nancial services technician and A2D2 vol-
unteer. “A2D2 volunteers stand ready to
take military members home.”

A2D2 transportation services ensure
base members get home safely, mitigating
any potential risks of impeding the 35th
Fighter Wing mission.

“I want to really encourage airmen
to make responsible choices up front,”
said Jim Bibbee, the unit community
support coordinator. “We are not here to
enable people to drink to no end just be-
cause A2D?2 is available to them, but we
are a safety net for those whose plans fell
through.”

A2D2 volunteers have different rea-
sons for volunteering personal time to
help their fellow airmen.

“I take time out of my personal life to
volunteer because I see the effect drunk
driving has on the community,” said Dick-
son. “It gives me satisfaction knowing I
help keep the base and local community

Fun Kids
Program

A2D2
Misawa designated driving program about
airmen helping each other

| JPer or

The effects of a DUI can be damaging
to an airman’s career; a reduction in rank,
forfeiture of pay and allowances, dishon-
orable discharges and imprisonment are
all possible repercussions.

This program can save airmen from
the consequences that come along with
drinking and driving. A2D2 recorded
3,407 saves for 2019.

“A2D2 ensures the safety of the mis-
sion’s most important asset: people,”
stressed Staff Sgt. Kiernan Judd, a 35th
Mental Operations Squadron mental
health technician and lead coordinator for
A2D2. “We are committed to the safety of

YOU BOOZE
YOU LOSE

to use their services, call 0176-77-2232 or
DSN 226-2232 Friday to Saturday from
11:30 p.m. to 2 a.m.

These volunteers keep the Misawa
community safe by providing a means of
transportation for free.

“A2D2 aims to mitigate people driving
under the influence by providing rides to
airmen whose plans to get home safely
have fallen through.” said Judd. “We seek
to enhance wingmanship through volun-
tary peer-to-peer support.”

our fellow airmen and the pres-
ervation of our relationship with
the city of Misawa.”

These members look to ex-
pand operations by having the
capabilities of taking airmen who
live off base home.

“We just need more volunteers,
explained Judd. “We have a new
incentive program to recognize our
volunteers as they accrue hours.”

This program consists of squadron
leadership coining A2D2 members who
volunteered 20 hours or more of service
during their time in Misawa.

For more information about A2D2 or

! YOKOHAMA // YOKOSUKA
ATSUGI // ZAMA // YOKOTA
IWAKUNI // SASEBO

INTERNATIONAL CHURCH
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Find your c

Calls accepted 7 days a week

042-553-0046

Credit Card or Cash Payments Accepted
Open 0900 until 2000 (Closed Tuesday)
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Ushihama
Pet Clinic
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for more details!
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OF;
' ushihama.com/english/

tion at www.mylifehouse.com

USHIHAMA PET CLINIC e

dd

Located outside Yokota AB, Ushihama Pet
Clinic has been serving military community

pets since 1977!

Providing top care in all aspects of pet and
exotic pet needs is our specialty!

Our goal is to keep your pet Healthy &
Happy during your stay here in Japan.

~08
PréVentive Care
e Complete Vaccinations
¢ Health Checkups e Full Dental

Procedures

" ¢ Intensive Care Unit Surgery with boarding

® Spay/Neuter e Cesarean, & much more

COME IN NOW for FREE PET REGISTRATION

To Hajima

To Hachio-ji To Hachioji

English OK! Call NOW at 0827-35-4917
OPEN Monday thru Saturday 10am to 7pm

WE MAKE LIVING IN THE IWAKUNI AREA EASY!

HOME RENTAL AGENT & USED CAR SALES

We offer total support for you daily life needs such as

* Medical/Dental Provider Listings
* House and Apartment Realtor
* Internet Set-up

* Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales
* JCl Inspections / Repairs

* Transfer to Iwakuni License Plate Service
* Vehicle Junking Service

Visit KAZ Agent for more Info
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Mental Notes with Hilary Valdez (

Achieving Resilience
BY HILARY VALDEZ,
STRIPES JAPAN

We produce about 48 thoughts per minute or up to SO-

70 thousand thoughts a day. Anywhere between 70 to 80
percent of those thoughts are negative adding up to about 40,000
negative thoughts per day. On average, 90% of the thoughts are
the same as we had yesterday.

So, look, when you wake up in the morning do you gingerly
pop-out of bed like warm toast, with an attitude of gratitude?
Do you throw your arms up over your head shouting, “Alas, I’'m
born again!”

Do you ask yourself, “What am I willing to do today?” or
“What do I want to see happen?”

Are you an optimistic thinker or a pessimistic thinker? Posi-
tive people are happier, have less depression, have fewer ill-
nesses, live longer, are better leaders, have stronger relation-
ships, perform better in sports and under pressure. So, what’s it
gonna be? Positive or negative thinking?

Life has no end of difficulties; enter resiliency.

Bounce not break: Resilient people bounce, not break when
faced with an adversity or challenge. Resiliency can be developed,
and everyone can enhance his or her resilience by developing re-
siliency competencies. The inherent law of nature is that people
carve out their own destiny — you make yourself what you are.

A resilient individual is one who is willing to take calculated, nec-
essary risks, and to capitalize on opportunity. Resilience is the abil-
ity to grow and thrive in the face of challenges. It is built through
a set of core competencies that enable mental toughness, optimal
performance, strong leadership, and goal achievement. As we ac-
cept who we are, with our pimples and dimples, we have the possi-
bility of becoming someone else. Life is like a blind date, sometimes
you have to have a little faith. Hold your
own hand and go for it.

To begin achieving resilience use the
IDEAL model to communicate assertively:
e | =Identify and understand the problem
*D =Describe the problem objectively
o E =Express your concerns and how you feel
e A =Ask the other person for his/her perspective

and ask for a reasonable change
e | =List the positive outcomes that will occur if
change occurs.

These ideas are like wearing new shoes,
stiff and uncomfortable. But after a while, natural and comfort-
able. It works when you work it, just have to work it. Practice,
practice, practice.

Beliefs are like tires, they wear out. What are some core be-
liefs your parents taught you? Identify your deep beliefs and
core values that fuel out-of-proportion emotions and evaluate
the accuracy and usefulness of your beliefs.

Rigid beliefs can cause you to fall into repeated emotional
patterns and thinking errors aka circular thinking, or thinking
traps. I learned this the hard way; it took a long time for me to
realize what I inherited from my parents. We inherit their gold
and their garbage...sorry mom.

Learn from failure and find meaning in setbacks. I have dif-
ficulty with this one. But I muddle through it for answers. Stay
positive. We must accept life for what it is — a challenge to our
beings. You have the power to change anything about yourself.
Every day is a gift exchange. I give and I will receive. The more
fully we give our energy, the more it returns to us.

Life Hint: Recognize your strengths and what needs to be
strengthened.

L ife consists of what a person is thinking about all day.

Hilary Valdez is a retiree living in Japan. He is an experienced
Mental Health professional and Resiliency Trainer. Valdez is a former
Marine and has worked with the military most of his career and

most recently worked at Camp Zama as a Master Resiliency Trainer.
Valdez now has a private practice and publishes books on social and
psychological issues. His books are available on Amazon and for
Kindle. Learn more about Valdez and contact him at
www.hilaryvaldez.com or at InstantInsights@hotmail.com

O’Keefe’s _
Waterfront Inn Yap

Thank you

for your service

Comifort, character, and:class., All'rooms directly overlook Colonia, Bay
with private balconies’on’the,water. Waterfront_lounge, Oceanview,court-
yard and relaxing library: Private dock and dive/gearlocker in‘every foom.

www.okeefesyap.com “okeefes@mail.fm 1691-350-6500

N

AT THE ROCKER ENLISTED CLUB
SHIRAHO BALLROOM

SATURDAY - 29 FEBRUARY

Doors open - 10 am | Games begin + 2 pm
Lunch served + 12:30 pm
$90 - Adults ($10 Member discount)

§50,000
IN CASH
PRIZES!

Tickets on sale now at the Kadena Air Base
Rocker Enlisted Club customer service

COMM: 036-868-2207
DSN: 634-3733

KADENA AIR BASE

>HFORCE

SUPPORT SQUADRON

scom Over 100 , Multi-language
™ channels. support

THE WALKING DEAD TM & © 2018 AMC Network Entertainment LLC. All rights reserved.
the Universe Works" Credit: Discovery Communications

! Stress free

English
\Internet/

support

Call center staff
Shop staff

J:COM Shop Yokosuka-chuo Branch ===

11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. (Closed Wednesdays) The Tower Yokosuka SV e
Chuo LIDRE 2F, 2-6, Otakichou, Yokosuka-shi, Kanagawa-pref. I

eTake the train to Keikyu Yokosuka-chuo Station and walk in the direction of the U.S. military base.
The branch is located on the second floor of The Tower Yokosuka Chuo LIDRE.

Keiky, Maip | ine

@ Bank of Yokohama
Yokosuka-chuo Station

0 1 2 0 989 989 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Free Gai - - (Open 365 days a year)

Note: The navigation menu is set to Japanese by default. Please press 2—1.
If your phone is set to avoid displaying your number when making a call, dial 186 before dialing 0120.

*1: Source: Cable and Satellite Fact Book 2019.

*2: Service for J:COM TV standard Plus, which includes digital terrestrial television broadcasting and BS digital broadcasting. Notes: Numbers are current as of
the end of April 2019 (Portions excluded). May not be useable due to circumstances related to the house or building. Company names, product names, or
service names are registered trademarks or trademarks of their respective holders. Includes some trademarks pending registration.

J:COM
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY
DAVID KRIGBAUM,
WWW.WAYFARERDAVES.COM

n old-fashioned wooden home
A hidden in an otherwise unas-

suming modern Tokyo suburb,
Showa no Kurashi* (Showa Living His-
tory Museum), normally depicts post-
war Tokyo life but for a limited time its
taking visitors back to World War II to
show life on the Japanese home front.

Built by architectural engineer Koi-
zumi Takahashi, his family lived here
for 45 years before his eldest daughter
made it into a living history museum
in 2002. For the 2019 re-release of the
Japanese film, Kono Sekai no (Sara ni
Ikutsumono) Katasumi Ni, or “In This
(and Other) Corners of the World**,”
the former Koizumi residence of 1951
has been converted into the Hojo resi-
dence of 1944-45.

Kono Sekai is about Hojo Suzu, a
Hiroshima-born housewife living in
the naval port of Kure and showcases
her everyday life and struggles during
wartime. Both the original manga and
film were painstakingly researched to
recreate the period accurately down to
the smallest detail. The producers went
as far as nailing down the daily chores
performed back then to the movement
of military ships in Kure Bay.

Go back 1n time at
howa Living History Museym

&35

As a fan of the movie, I was excited
to visit Suzu’s house. Movie aside, how-
ever, I still think this place is a must-see
because it recreates a wartime home
and highlights aspects of life unique to
that time and place. Walking through a
fully stocked house is a more engaging
way to learn about history and creates
greater context than if it were all just
treated as artifacts under glass. Its focus
on purely the home aspect also makes
this a good venue to talk to smaller chil-
dren about the effects of war on people
in way they can see and understand.

during a time of air raids. To keep warm
there’s a brazier and basket of home-
made substitute charcoal.

This austere living in an otherwise
normal home was the result of Japan’s
ever-tightening rationing and nation-
al policies that demanded more of its
people as they were remind-
ed that “Luxury is
the Enemy.” They

Walking into the living room was like
entering a home whose harried mistress
had momentarily left for a mandatory
neighborhood association meeting. The
low table was set for two with bowls of
miso soup and fluffed up nankoumeshi,
brown rice that looks generous but
is rather unappetizing. Beside the
table is the ‘fireless’ stove, a metal
pot stuffed in a wooden beer crate
full of wadded up newspaper. A Ki-
mono in the next room is in the midst
of being chopped into monpe, unfash-
ionable but practical work clothes

APR12,SUN

Easter Bunny, Themed Buffet,

THE NEW SANNO PRESENTS

BRUNCH

MAY 10 SUN
10:00 - 15:00
ADULT 29.75 CHILD 14.% (6-12)

DINNER

AT WELLINGTONS

MAY 9. SAT
FIRST SEATING AT 17:00
SECOND SEATING AT 20:00

( F X FIXE MENU

{12 AND UNDER)

Ao @af/— Special Event

180/person
ALL IN PACKAGE
Early Bird Price: 160/person
(20 savings) book before March 1

Educalion loSalion 89'&9&4&&1-‘
c 15

The New Sanno Presents

APR 24 FRI
Japanese Food and Beverage Reception

Trar
APR 25 SAT
Kirin Brewery Tour

Build your own Fajitas
with Nacho Bar!
Tortillas, Fajita Beef,
Char Broiled Chicken,
Fried Cod. with all the fixins.

" Comes with Endless Garden Bar
_ with Chicken Tortilla Soup and
served with Soda, Tea or Coffee.

SATURDAY
1700 - 2100

EMPORIVAM
restaviant

More New Menu!
Please check our website or SNS

BOOK NOW!!
229-7151, 03-3440-7871 EXT. 7151

events@thenewsanno.com
Tickets are Non-Refundable

TOKYO, JAPAN

www.thenewsanno.com THE NEW SANNO




FEBRUARY 14 - FEBRUARY 20, 2020

A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION

STRIPES JAPAN 7

are all also sce-

narios played out in
the film in an almost tutorial
way as the young protagonist
learns how to take care of her-
self and her family.

What makes this the Hojo
residence and not just a ge-
neric home is the support of
Kono Sekai Director Katabu-
chi Sunao and Assistant Di-
rector Uratani
Chie, who
loaned the mu-
seum some of
their furniture,
furnishings and
clothing which p.m
look to be the

Showa no

real life ref- INFO: www.showanokurashi.
erences used com

for the home TEL:0337501808

items in the MOVIE INFORMATION CAN BE

animated film. ESUNDAT:

Even the hand-
made  substi-
tute charcoal in
the living room
is their handi-
work.

The film
was a passion
project for him
and it’s clear
he isn’t alone
in his enthusiasm as
the museum also has
a large fan-donated
collection of clothes
‘worn’ in the mov-
ie which replicate
a broad range of
apparel.

Upstairs is a
treasure room for
film fans as it is cov-
ered in hand-drawn
pre-production art from
Uratani, who was also
the character designer.
There are also recreated
‘props’ and a scale model of
the movie Hojo residence with
the roof opened up.

A traditional museum room
covers rationing, neighbor-
hood associations, women’s

P/
translated “Showa

to it.

[

P T e T T

ADDRESS: 2-26-19 Minami-
kugahara, Ota City, Tokyo
HOURS: Fri.- Sun.

ADMISSION: 500 yen

https://ikutsumono-katasumini.

(official website) (Japanese only)
*Alternately the museum’s name is
-era Lifestyle
Museum,” which is also the name
on neighborhood signs leading

**The film was originally released
as Kono Sekai no Katasumi Ni in
2016 but on Dec. 20, 2019 the
current extended version began
playing in theaters around Japan.

—~———  ——

patriotic organizations and
air raid defense. This is a step
further information-wise than
the Hojo residence for people
who want a little more back-
ground.

Before leaving, I was invit-
ed to the courtyard to try my
hand at one of Suzu’s house-
hold chores by donning a yoke
with (empty) water buck-
ets on either
side, near the
outdoor hand-
powered wa-
ter pump, two
things  which
make me appre-
ciate the simple
and work free
joy of in-home
tap water. Run-
ning with the
Kono Sekai
theme other
movie props are
available to try
out, or maybe
you’d just like
to do the wash-
ing. The bucket
and board are
waiting.

The Kono
Sekai Suzu’s House exhibi-
tion will end Mar. 29, 2020
and admission is S00 yen.
Photography is not
allowed inside the
house itself and
displays are in Jap-
anese but Eng-

lish-speaking
guides are
available.
I highly recom-
mend the guided
tour to get the
most of your visit.
You can also use
a translator app on
your phone to read the signs
though you should inform the
staff ahead of time that you’re
using an app and not taking
photos.

Kurashj

10a.m.to 5

STRIPESJAPAN.COM

English speaking US board-certified
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Dr. Robert K Kure

Albert Einstein College of Medicine, NY
UCLA Plastic Surgery
(Chief Resident)
Certified by the American Board of
Plastic Surgery
Over 18 years of experience in the U.S.

Foreign insurance accepted

Member

O

American Society of
Plastic Surgeons
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e New Sanno Hotel
« Laser hair removal

« Botox

« Botox for migrane headaches

« Restylane, Juvederm

* Retin-A, Obagi

« liposuction, eye, mole, scar, breast, facelift, tummy tuck
« Laser (Titan, Genesis, IPL)

« Tatoo removal

e Men’s (ED, AGA)

* Reconstructive surgery

Laser Hair Removal
50%Off ~one time offer~

(some restrictions apply. Ask for details)

A book
“New You
with Botox"
is given to
all new patients!

Tengenji
basgi -

| W-V.4.N
CLINIC 558

PLASTIC

sss @ﬁma SURGERY

TS5 Zw)

Tel. 03-5475-2345

English is spoken « Open on Saturday
Hiroo 5-5-1 4F, Shibuya-ku

www.plazaclinic.net

——

Ninato Motors Japan

Save $5$S with our best offers!!
Why buy from us?
Convenient and Close to Yokosuka base
We provide Reasonable,
Reliable Smooth Transactions and shipping

Pick up service
for customers who
visit us via Keikyu line
at Kamiooka Sta.

‘English spoken Here!’
Y

-
/7

T 232-0064 Kanagawa,
Yokohama, Minami Ward,
Bessho, 1 Chome-3-14

- Reasonable, affordable used cards

» Cleaned and in excellent condition

« Fully translated and prepared documentation

« Fully inspected, high quality JCI certified
Japanese and European Cars

« Low mileage, High Quality with good engines

Anne Isomoto 0909150 6227

anneisomoto@gmail.com

Website: WWwW.minato-motors-japan.com
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privilege to Uniformed Forces person-
Anel, their dependents, retirees, and oth-

ers who support the mission, the Space-
Available travel program may be a great option
for seeing the world on a budget ... if the tim-
ing is right. The program is nicknamed Space-
A, and although that A is short for “available,”
it could also mean “attitude.” Learning how to
navigate the program with a positive attitude,
plenty of leave and a back-up plan is key for a
successful “hop.”

What is Space-A?

The program allows authorized passengers
to occupy surplus seats after all space-required
duty passengers and cargo have been accommo-
dated. Most Space-A flights are offered through
the Air Force’s Air Mobility Command (AMC)
or the Navy and are usually free of charge. On
commercial, Patriot Express flights, a small
tax (usually under $30) is charged per seat and
per leg. Common destinations include the Con-
tinental U.S. states, Hawaii, Alaska, Germany,
England, Spain, Italy, Japan and South Korea.
In spring of 2020, flights between Seattle and
Guam were added on a bi-weekly, proof-of-con-
cept basis. Flights may even go
to South and Central America,
Africa and Australia. The best
time to obtain seats is when DO-

Patriot Express Guam
to Sea-Tac

New in 2020, the Defense Department
will add charter flights between Guam’s
Andersen Air Force Base and Seattle-
Tacoma International Airport starting in
March, officials announced in Dec. 2019.
The flights, part of a service called the Pa-
triot Express, will begin on a bi-weekly,
proof-of-concept basis for six months.

DEA schools are in session.

Have a back-up plan

Because this program is a
privilege, it is imperative to un-
derstand the circumstances may
change due to mission mobility.
Flying exactly where you want
to go at the time or day you want
to fly is not always possible. The
first obligation of the AMC is to
fill seats for military missions,
therefore available seating could

change at any time. So, if you have a specific
itinerary for your destination or your return,
you may want to reconsider using Space-A for
those travel plans. This program is designed for

those who have enough
and flexibility to wait or c

For example, it may b«
and get seats on the first fl
to return, you could wait ¢
able space. Or, you could ¢
another country to wait fc
travelers attempt to catch
base terminals. Remaini
being flexible will help.
be ready for anything.

Who can fly Space

The program was create
the lives of personnel by
respite; recognize the car
have served; and extend
categories of passengers ¢
Uniformed Services perst
USO personnel who also
Passengers may not use tl
gain, in relationship to e
house or for other prohibi

Qualified travelers nee
completed the proper proc
the required documentati
For instance, active duty
fore they can register for
of active duty flying una
Unaccompanied Commar
his or her spouse’s comr
valid for one round trip ti
craft, describes the reasc
category of passenger tra
also mandatory for trave
passports, social security
gency contact informatior
tion.

How do you regist

There are many ways
A. For in-person registra
minal and visit the helpde
You can also register via
through www.takeahop.o
register for up to five de
five countries of destinat:
offers a smartphone app ¥
dollars, users can quickly
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o0 see the world

available leave, time
hange their schedule.
> a breeze to sign up
ight, but when you try
everal days for avail-
ven be dropped off in
r a flight. Sometimes

a hop at neighboring
ng calm, positive and
When flying Space-A,

-A?
>d as a way to enhance
“reating an avenue of
eers of veterans who
a privilege to other
uch as dependents of
nnel, Red Cross and
support the mission.
1€ flights for personal
mployment, to find a
ted activities.
1 to be sure they have
>edures and also have
on needed for travel.
must be on leave be-
Space-A. Dependents
ccompanied need an
\d Sponsorship from
nander. The letter is
-avel via military air-
n for travel and the
vel. The following are
1: military ID cards,
numbers and emer-
1 at the final destina-

er?

0 register for Space-
tion, head to the ter-
sk or self-help kiosks.
email, fax, or online
rg. Passengers can
parture airports and
on. The website also
vhere, for a couple of
sign up for the flights

and destinations. Also, save time by monitoring
terminal activity via the phone app.

Once registered, your information remains
active for either 60 days, or for the duration
of your leave orders or authorization of flight,
whichever occurs first. Print a copy of your reg-
istration to keep on hand at the terminal. The
time and date stamp of your registration deter-
mines your position and priority within your
Space-A category.

Each passenger is assigned a passenger cat-
egory for travel. These categories designate the
order by which you may be boarded on Space-A
flights. The following list is generalized.
Category | — Emergency travel on a round-trip
basis in connection with serious illness, death,
or impending death of a member of the immedi-
ate family.

Category Il - Environmental Morale Leave (EML)
and dependents.

Category lll -Active duty ordinary Leave and de-
pendents; convalescent leave; permissive TDYs;
Unaccompanied dependent of deployed service-
member for more than a year.

Category IV - Unaccompanied dependent of de-
ployed servicemember on EML status.

Category V - Unaccompanied military depen-
dent of non-deployed servicemember.

Category VI — Retirees, Reservists.

Baggage requirements

Passengers may check two pieces of checked
baggage, 70 pounds each, up to 62 linear inches
in size. You and your family can pool your bag-
gage allowances as well. Carry-ons must fit in
overhead bins if they’re available or under your
seat. Hand-carried baggage must fit under the
seat or in the overhead compartment, if avail-
able. Do note: it is best to travel light as bag-
gage weight could be restricted for your flight.

Getting a Space-A flight

Decide which terminal you think would be
the best chance for Space-A departure and head
out. It helps to phone the terminals that you re-
quested for departure and to monitor recent
schedules. Check online and on Facebook for
your favorite Space-A terminals’ information.

Available seats are now identified between

two to five hours prior to departure, but being
at the terminal early will help you vie for seats.
At the terminal, verify you are indeed regis-
tered for departure on the correct date, time
and the correct number of passengers in your
party. Be “travel-ready” with the proper lug-
gage, any dependents and paperwork, your car
parked or rental returned, etc.

It’s show-time for the roll call

You now wait for the “show-time” of the par-
ticular flight you’d like to be selected (mani-
fested) for, as well as the upcoming flight’s “roll
call” of names of those who are designated for
the flight’s Space-A seating. The priority of
your assigned category, the day and time that
you signed up to travel and number of available
seats will determine if your name makes the
roll call. Remember, be travel-ready! If your
name is called and you are not physically pres-
ent to hear the roll call, your name will be put
at the bottom of your category list, and you may
not make that flight.

Parting tips

A hop flight could be either on a military
plane or commercial airline. If you travel on a
military plane, be aware that accommodations
and services are different, from fold-down
jump seats along the wall, cargo in front of you
and a plane that is either pretty warm or cool,
depending on the time of year of travel and lo-
cation. Open-toed or open-heeled shoes should
not be worn on military planes. So, wear
appropriate footwear, bring jackets,
blankets, snacks, bottled water and
things to keep you busy, like books,
games or electronic devices. Available
plugs for charging are along the walls.
Remember to stay flexible. Travel during
off-peak seasons (stay away from sum-
mer break and major holidays) and keep
a positive attitude about this great privilege.
If you look at the program as an opportunity to
a new adventure, plan accordingly and have a
back-up plan, you are sure to have a great time,
wherever you land.

PACIFIC
LOCATIONS

OKINAWA

MAINLAND JAPAN

KOREA

GUAM
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY
TAKAHIRO TAKIGUCH],
STRIPES JAPAN

ebruary is synonymous
Fwith heart-shaped choco-

late boxes, roses and love,
so why not take your sweetheart
for a romantic dinner of... choco-
late ramen?

Yes, that is what I said— choc-
olate ramen!

So, this Valentine’s Day, take a
leap and check out Kourakuen’s
warm bowl of chocolate ramen
or white chocolate ramen.

Since the restaurant has been
serving up this unique offer-
ing since Jan. 30, my wife and
I decided we couldn’t wait for

C‘m()()d]e

“ARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION

Valentine’s Day to have a roman-
tic dinner and made our way to
the food chain’s shop near Yoko-
suka Naval Base.

Just a S-minute drive from
base, Kourakuen’s Miharucho
Shop is a large, casual-looking
restaurant with plenty of park-
ing, which, truth be told, doesn’t
really scream romance. Inside,
the brightly lit interior, with
standard seating and décor also
did not scream romance. The cli-
entele during our visit were not
other couples on romantic dates,
they were mostly families or old
men enjoying solo ramen at the
counters up front. However, we

with some sweet, SWe¢

didn’t let this stop us from hav-
ing our early Valentine’s meal.

My wife and I decided we’d
order one of each of the special
ramen bowls, Chocolate Ramen
and White Chocolate Ramen,
both for 640 yen (about
$5.80) and share a plate of
six gyoza (Chinese-style
dumplings) for 240 yen
like a couple of young
love birds.

When our server deliv-
ered the dishes, they looked in-
teresting enough for some Insta-
gram-worthy shots. #love

My Chocolate Ramen had

a dark brown soy sauce-based

=

Escape to incredible Yap, it's just

) M|I|tary D|scounts avallable at various hotels andirestaurants.
famlly & fiendsitolcelebratelwithius SVap Day 202{0)
OY BAY March 1st &2nd 2020 Experlence engage and celebratert rate

unlque lclltlirelandtraditional ways withithe Yapes"fpeople

':J e World class/divingtanaifishing:

» Wedding packagesfavailable:

“ Yap Visitors Bureau

https://www.facebook.com/Yap-Visitors-Bureau-101225319960262/

https://www.visityap.com/
yvb@ma|I fm

_~BRUARY 20, 2020

eel poodle?

broth and came topped with a
chocolate bar. My wife’s White
Chocolate Ramen was a salt-
based broth and was topped
with— you guessed it— a white
chocolate bar.

Thick, yellow noodles, thick
slices of pork rib and all the fix-
ings like bamboo shoots,

green onions and mush-
rooms, swimming in
the peculiar broths
was confusing because
everything in the bowl
looked like it was going
to taste like chocolate.

Despite our apprehension,
our first spoonful proved that it
was, in fact, ramen and it
was tasty! o

i.‘,J iaila,
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. MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI IWAKUNI SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA
Chocolate Ramen & White Chocolate Ramen
PRICE: 640 yen

HOURS: Wed — Mon, 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. IACE TRAVEL CONNECT TO - WORLD

. = i ili itv si = IACE Official Websit
SALES PERIOD: Until Mar. 11 b :e""“g s ':'"':a"y f°|:“m‘:(“'txts'“‘? :99ﬁ =
* Available at all the Kourakuen restaurants in Japan _ . - B e

(475 shops) See www.kourakuen.co.jp/ and find the

SASEBO
19NS.LV

*** Please ask agent or check our website for more All Prices include Tax/Fuel/Fees
*** Prices are in US dollar, per person, based on 2 per room, unless specified. Based on rate 108. subject to exchange rate

nearest shop — -
AIREARE|(SPECIAL |

Kourakuen (Miharucho, Yokosuka)
. : . SNOW MONKEY 2 DAYS from Tokyo | UNITED AIRLINES to GUAM
LOCATION: 1-21-2 Miharucho, Yokosuka City, Kanagawa Pref. (Mar.1~31 departure) y Fukuoka / Hiroshima departure

HOURS: 10:45 a.m. - midnight (Travel dates: Feb.15~Jun.30 departure)

URL: https://stores.kourakuen.co.jp/en/20670 ~ ¥ T Y Fukuoka Dep.¥c
TEL: 046-838-5909 $339~-3394 ) $492

*Price includes... ,-ﬁ" : N 2 i : ;
* Round trip Shinkansen (Tokyo - Nag > s . ¥ YrHiroshima Dep. ¥t

* Round trip Express train (Nagano= Yudanaka) -

* 1 nights hotel accommodation Shlbu Hotelstay) * in price i i
- Diner and Breakfast Vi 4’ *Rognd trip price |nc|ud_|ng tax and fuel
Y Child / Infant discount is available
A 14 days advance purchase required ! *Eligibility: MIL ID holder, Spouse/Dependent Children, DOD civilian

SERING/BREAKSSEECIAL

VIETNAM & CAMBODIA 8 DAYS PARIS 6 DAYS

Fukuoka departure ~ Osaka departure
(Apr.05 departure - Apr.12 return) . (Apr.05 or 06 departure) g g $1 ,380

IWAKUNI

IrNd  VLOMOA VINVZ

ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI
INNAVMI

P>  The chocolate ra- and finished them all.

men was rich and had a Soon our bowls were empty
slightly spicy taste thanks to the and our stomachs full, but be-
ground ginger and cacao oil top- fore we could throw in the towel,
ping. The white chocolate ramen we enjoyed the complimentary
was smooth and creamy with a chocolates that came on the side
nice flavor thanks to the cream for us to enjoy a little dessert af-
and cacao oil. ter our non-dessert chocolate ra-

The chocolate bar topping

only made our ra- Kourakuen is
men broth richer known for its in-
and the flavor i expensive ramen
changed as my ; served quick. They
bowl emptied. At don’t take reser-

ﬁI.‘St’ there was a — vations, but t_hey - Full day sightseeing (World Heritage Site - gone soon!!, « Breakfst
slight sweetness —= have 475 locations Angkor Wat and Halong Bay) included + Tax &Fuel charge

on the tongue, but " Sl g e across mainland For Iwakuni & Sasebo customer, please call or email for any of your travel inquiry or booking.
was overwhelmed i ~ B Japan (33 in Tokyo ' P yory quiry g
by the flavors of and 45 in Kanaga- IACE TRAVEL at IWVAKUNI

soy sauce and salt. wa Prefecture), so — BLDG 410 (Crossroads Mall)
Later, the sweetness returned you may be able to find one near IACETRAVEL 'Wgé(# gégs'&geo;g&'{p
with a strong chocolate aroma. It  your installation.

3 offices in Okinawa ( Kadena ITT, Camp Foster, NAVY MWR) From cell/off base: 0827-79-3942 or 3841
was definitely a new food experi- If you're wise you won’t 2 offices in Tokyo ( Yokosuka, Atsusi ) 9:30 - 18:00 Mon-Fri  Website: https://www.iace.co.jp/en/
ence for us. choose this for a Valentine’s Day

OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI IWAKUNI SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA
uch as my wife was grea ate. bu on't wor: Oou have
Much f t date. But, don’t . you h

company on this ramen date,. so until March 11 to try these crazy FO R M O R E R E ST A U R A N T STO R' E S

was the gyoza at complementing chocolate bowls of ramen before

the meal. We enjoyed their white they disappear! STR|PES]APAN .COM

cabbage, ginger, and onion filling  takiguchi.takahiro @stripes.com

i *Price includes... @ m '
*Tour point... * Round trip air fare between Kansai and Paris

+ IACE group private tour with local guide 1 * Round trip airport transfer.in Paris
and private car Seals will be * 4nights stay at Belta Hotel

SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI
IO9NSLY  VINSOMOA VMVSIN VMVNIMO 0893SVS

IWAKUNI
VLOMOA VINVZ

FUJI

Why do we have:
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/\ MILITARY DENEFITS
10% DISCOUNT, FREE ROOM UPGRADE

Palau with over 500 tropical islands offers exclusive beaches, kayaking, paddle-boarding, FREE 1941 CHEVY AIRPORT TRANSPO.
snorkelling with world class diving sites. WELCOME DRINK AT CANOE HOUSE

| g
! PALAUCENTRAL.COM
Palau Visitors Authority would like to thank all Military for your service PALAU, MICRONESIA

Visit our website at: www.pristineparadisepalau.com or follow us on Facebook at PristineParadisePalau RESERVATIONS@PALAUCENTRAL.COM

So you can enJoy a Pristine Par'adlse ~0 i Ry
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COCA-COLA STRAWBERRY: DOEs IT FIZZ OR FALL FLAT?

STORY AND PHOTO BY THERON GODBOLD,
STARS AND STRIPES
Published: January 28, 2020

boasts many seasonal, novelty fla-

vors, whether it’s a cherry pie-fla-
vored drink from Starbucks or chocolate
fries from McDonalds, and some can be
better than others.

The current fad is strawberry Coca-
Cola. This seasonal flavor has an unclear
end date, but likely won’t be on shelves for
long.

This “world’s first,” according to a Co-
ca-Cola Co. press release, is targeted at
teens and women in their 20s and 30s or
anyone who can’t drink normal Coke.

The company describes the drink as a
“match between the deliciousness of Coca-
Cola and the popular fruits and strawber-
ries that reach the season in winter.”

As a kid, I mixed sodas — Coke and
Sprite, for example, for
a citrusy flavor, or Fanta

J apan’s food and beverage industry

and Coke for a berry taste. STARS%@

When I saw this new Coke

in my local convenience
store, the aforementioned
memories flooded back, so I bought a few

www.stripes.com

for the office. Read on to see what my Stars
and Stripes coworkers thought.

As a former employee of
he Coca-Cola bottling
STR'PES plant in Hamburg, Pa.,
know my candy water.
Thls beverage offered
a nose of antiseptic
strawberry. The first sip, moreover,

Strawberry Coca-

Cola became the soft
drink giant’s newest
seasonal flavor when
it was released on Jan.
20. It’s available only in
Japan, and only for a
limited time.

evinced a hint of artificial flavoring with a
Twizzler finish. I was most disappointed
in the lack of carbonation. The bottle was
re-frigerated two days prior to opening

so I expected effervescence. But this
sample was flabby, clearly past its prime.
If you're desperate for a thirst-quencher
after a five-mile, round-trip run to the
South Overrun at Yokota Air Base in mid-
July, this is your soda, or “pop,” if you
prefer. Otherwise, reach for the electrolyte

replenishers.
—Joseph Ditzler, Pacific editor

I like sugar and this is pretty sugary. The
thing is, I am mainly thinking of what I
could mix it with alcohol-wise. But also,
if I were to mix it with the Vanilla Float
Coke, would it taste like a strawberry
Coke milkshake? Also, is this one of those
strawberry items flavored with castoreum,
aka beaver butt? Still tasty, I guess.

— Chrissy Yates, web editor

After seeing the reactions from my co-
workers, it was my turn to try this new
concoction from Coke. With a twist of
the cap and the sound of fizz escaping, I
brought the bottle to my lips. The flavor
is strong and reminds me of strawberry
syrup poured directly into a Coke. Hints
of artificial sweeteners coated my tongue.
It’s sweet, robust and generally pleasant
tasting. With a cost of a little under $1.25,
it won’t be my go-to soda, but with the lim-
ited run and the hype I will definitely buy
one or two more in the near future.

Use Your Gl Bi“ to

Earn an American Degree in I0KYO
I.]_[.I TEMPLE wxomcs Admissions Counseling Office

1-14-29 Taishido, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 154-0004, Japan
] o E-mail: ac@tuj.temple.edu Tel:+81 (3) 5441-9800
apan Campus

www.tuj.ac.jp #TUJapan o.oo

Are You PC’sing & Looking to Junk Your Car?
‘ Drop your car off & get extra ¥3,000 Ju n k ca r

B Webuyit! e We Beat CALL / TXT: 090 -7123-7100
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‘Tis the season in Japan to study like

crazy to ‘make the cut’

BY TAKAHIRO TAKIGUCHI,
STRIPES JAPAN
n any given February
O morning, you might
see hundreds of young
students — some with parents,
or even teachers, in tow — flock-
ing to a nearby high school or
university. Chances are they
are on their way to take their
entrance examinations.
Entrance exams - along
with hours upon hours of
cram-school study — are an an-
nual rite of passage that takes
place nationwide in Japan
every year. Most people take
these rigorous exams at least
twice in a lifetime - for high
school as well as college, but

those trying for private schools
might try three or more times.

Taking exams

Some take more than one
exam a year just to hedge their
bets.

Unlike the United States,
free compulsory education in
Japan extends only through
junior high or middle school.
Families typically pay the
equivalent of around $3,000
in tuition and fees per student

annually for public high school.
Private schools cost twice or
more. And students vie to get
into the best high schools just
as they do colleges.

High school and college ex-
ams typically cover three to
five subjects, such as Japanese,
English or another foreign lan-
guage, math, science and so-
cial studies. They usually take
the entire day with a break for
lunch.

It is widely believed that
graduation from a prestigious
high school and university vir-
tually guarantees preferential
treatment from prospective

universities or employers af-
ter graduation. And since

major universities re-
ceive four to eight times
as many applicants
as available  slots,

ile photos

competition
is stiff.

As a result,
students study
. and study ...

study.

Cram school craze

Many students don’t make
the cut and must decide wheth-
er to enter their second or third
school of choice. The other op-
tion, primarily for university
candidates, is to wait until the
next year and try again.

Those who do opt to wait are
called “ronin,” literally master-
less samurai.

To give their children an
edge over the competition,
many parents turn to “juku,” or
cram schools, which have been

and
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doing
brisk
business
in Japan
decades.
(Industry profits
were at one time in the $8.8 bil-
lion range according to Bloom-
berg Business Weekly.)

The Japan Juku Association
estimates that there are 50,000
juku in Japan and that S0-70
percent of students who plan to
take entrance exams use them.

These exams tend to focus on
the quantity of knowledge rath-
er than deeper comprehension
or mastery. To put it simply, the
more information from text-
books students can memorize,
the better their test scores.

After regular school hours,

for

SEE EXAM ON PAGE 14
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EXAM: Times
changing for old
testing system
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CAST YOUR VOTE!

VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITES!

EXCHANGE * MINI-MART/EXPRESS/MARINE MART ¢ CELI P=~*'= ReO)VIDER » OFF-BASE SHOPPING * CAR SALES e BOWLING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

students go to these cram
schools two to five times a week
to study for a couple of hours.

Tuition ranges between
10,000 to 50,000 yen ($90-$450)
a month or more. This is part
of the nearly $95K for public or
nearly $200K for private school
the Ministry of Educations esti-
mates the average family pays
to put one child through Japan’s
school system.

Alternative attitudes

But things are changing and
according to a Japan Juku As-
sociation official, so is the level
of students’ ambitions. Gone are
the days when most students
viewed Japan’s entrance exam
system as if it were a life-or-
death matter.

“Many are not setting their

schools; instead they tend to be
content with schools they can
easily get accepted by,” the of-
ficial said.

To avoid of the competition
altogether, some students turn
to using recommendations from
their existing schools to gain ad-
mittance.

So, for those who do opt for
the traditional cram-and-exam
method — with, perhaps, less fer-
vor than their forefathers — how
sweet is the taste of success?

Not very, according to a stu-
dent who entered a private pres-
tigious Tokyo university after
cramming like crazy to make
the cut.

“Once it’s over, the pressure
and motivation to study are
gone,” he says. “After having
spent so many years studying
just for exams, many of us have
little sense of what comes next
- or how to shape our futures.”
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A little luck of the ‘ema’ for exams

'ou may be familiar with
Ybunches of small wood-

en plaques with draw-
ings of horses and Japanese
characters written on them
that can be found hanging in
Shinto Shrines. These “ema,”
or horse icons, are used as

prayers or wishes for good luck in certain endeavors.

Japanese believe that their wish and prayers will come true if they
write them on these plaques and hang them as offerings to the Shinto
gods. Some of the common wishes for success include work, family
peace, health and (yes, you guessed it) school entrance examinations.

As each shrine is dedicated to certain deities, different shrines are
frequented for different types of fortune. Tenjin is the Shinto god of
scholars, and his shrines are called “tenmangu.”

Many students who are going to take entrance exams visit Futen-
mangu in Futenma, Okinawa; Dazaifu Tenmangu in Fukuoka Prefec-
ture; and Yushima Tenjin in Tokyo to offer ema for success. There are
many others elsewhere throughout the nation.

Ema are sold at these shrines for about 200 to 1,000 yen ($1.80-
$9). Students write their name and wish on the blank side and hang
it with all the others.

In February, you will likely see many students offering these ema
at shrines near you.

- Takahiro Takiguchi, Stripes Japan
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Stripes Sports Trivia

Four non-quarterbacks have scored four career touchdowns in “The Big Game,” while only one has five
— Emmitt Smith. While Smith’s five may seem pretty impressive, who'’s the far-and-away all-time leader Used Car Dealer
with eight career TDs in the NFL’s featured game. RE AL SPEED AUTO
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cal Volunteers!

T

male Med

Clinical trials are ' a Y
an essential step in L )
confirming the safety

and effectiveness of new
therapeutic candidates.

All volunteers will be
compensated for time and any
inconvenience caused by participation

in the clinical trial. Please check below!

-Schedule-

Medical Check-Up/Screening:
February 2020

Hospitalization(s nights) and Visit(6 times):
March 2020

Do vou fit in the following important requirements?
v White Female aged 20 to 64 years old.

v Are unable to bear children.
i.e. post menopausal, surgically sterile or due to some other condition.

v Body mass index (BMI) is at most 30.
v Healthy with no history of severe allergies or serious
medical conditions.

This clinical trial will be held in

Clinical Research Hospital Tokyo
(Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo)

Thereis also the possibility ‘of other trials in the future for healthy males s SB
and females, if you are interested in participating; please do-not hesitate to ") K= O

make contact using the above links, Sponsored by: aSBo . Company



