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STARS AND STRIPES JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS

o you think the First Amendment is important and
should be protected? Would you like to follow in the
footsteps of journalists Andy Rooney and Steve Croft?

Supervisory Interactive Media Specialist

NF-04 (Local Japan) - US Citizens and Non-Citizens
Salary $50,000 - $69,000 per year

Stars and Stripes is looking for an employee to work
out of ourTokyo, Japan office. If selected for this NF-04
position, you will be responsible for providing graphics
and multimedia technical support to assist in developing,
coordinating and implementing a comprehensive graphic
design package for external and internal customers. If you
have previous supervisory experience and you have experience working with
Adobe Creative Cloud Suite: lllustrator, Photoshop, Dreamweaver, HTML &
Flash scripts, then please apply for this exciting opportunity. Ability to speak
conversational Japanese is a plus but not required.

www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/513273900

Multimedia Consultant

NF-04 (Local Okinawa) - US Citizens and Non-Citizens
Salary $35,900 - 37,000 plus commissions per year

ChiHon Kim Comic book illustrator Tom Sutton? Authors Gustav Stars and Stripes is looking for an employee to work out of

Shoji Kudaka Hasford and Ralph G. Martin? Are you passionate about our Okinawa office. If selected for this NF-04 position, you . » E
Takahiro Takiguchi . ) i i . : P - - | H ]
Layout Designars providing the members of the military community independent ‘é""'mbiiir:’szonsr'ob'fi;g s:r?;’Ldr::sgoﬁ"r?;‘\fvgfzgzirm::tlu\tﬂ'lzgs - 1_-:1:"-;_

Ayako Kamio news content of value, delivered how and when desired? If you a\r(d othe?dig?talgpplications special mgg:zings inserts t’%ﬁh

Yukiyo Oda answered YES, then Stars and Stripes is the place for you! ' ' ' - -'-.-q{

commercial print, circulation, events and other promotions E_,_ [
that fit within the client’s budget. If you have three years
of related experience or a bachelor’s degree in marketing, advertising

Yuko Okazaki
Kayoko Shimoda

Multimedia Consultants

Max Genao  Doug Johnson H H or related discipline AND one year of experience, then this golden
Chizsggn;e\ﬁ g%”nsms\'(g‘u%so” M u Itl med Ia Sa I €S Ma nag er opportunity could be yours. Ability to speak conversational Japanese is a

NF-04 (World Wide) - US Citizens and Non-Citizens
Salary $50,000 - $70,000 per year
Stars and Stripes is looking for an employee to work
out of ourTokyo, Japan office. If selected for this NF-04
position, you will be responsible for the development and
performance of all sales activities in the assigned market.
If you have previous supervisory experience and you have
experience with revenue management then this is the STARS AN D STRI PES
opportunity you have been waiting for. Ability to speak
conversational Japanese is a plus but not required. www.usajobs.gOV/Search?a=DD80
www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/522721200 J

strong plus but not required.

www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/521852500

Robert Zuckerman

Graphic Designers
Kenichi Ogasawara

Yosuke Tsuji

Sales Support
Kazumi Hasegawa Hiromi Isa
Ichiro Katayanagi Yoko Noro
Yoichi Okazaki  Yusuke Sato
Chae Yon Son Saori Tamanaha

JOB OPENINGS AT [=]1;

For feedback and inquiries,
contact MemberServices@Stripes.com

To place an ad, call DSN 227-7370
stripesjapan.com/contact
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REGUIARIPRIGE:{$180/PERSON
($10]SAVINGS)

APR19FRI

Fapanese Food
and Beverage Receplion

JAPANESE HORS D'OEUVRES
ENJOY TASTING OF SAKE, SHOUCHU, JAPANESE WINE,
BEER AND WHISKY!
SOMMELIER
TEA CEREMONY AND KIMONO DEMONSTRATION

APR 20 SAT
Horin Brewery Tour

INCLUDES TOUR, LUNCH, EDUCATION AND EXPLORATION.
BUS DEPARTS THE NEW SANNO AT 10:30 A.M.

J

——

Easter Bunny, Themed Buffet,
Fun Craft Activities,
Petting Zoo in the Rotunda

Heireki Dinner
7PM.-10P.M.
7 COURSE DINNER PAIRED WITH
SAKE, JAPANESE BEER, WINE AND SHOUCHU,
TRADITIONAL JAPANESE MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT

BOOK NOW!!
229-7151, 03-3440-7871 EXT. 7151
events@thenewsanno.com

Tickets are Non-Refundable

f v(©

TOKYO, JAPAN
www.thenewsanno.com

THE NEW SANNO
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Misawa vel takes care’
ol man’s best iriend

BY 1ST LT. JEREMY GARCIA,
35TH FIGHTER WING

MISAWA AIR BASE - The 35th Secu-
rity Forces Squadron has 10 military
working dogs stationed at Misawa Air
Base, aiding in the safety and security
for Team Misawa. Just like our airmen,

Rachel Hixenbaugh gives a shot to an airmen’s
pug in order to preserve the elderly dog’s health
and ability to walk at Misawa Air Base on Jan.
18. Hixenbaugh’s medical attention allows

the dog to continue living a life with reduced
physical pain from aging. Photos by 1st Lt. Jeremy
Garcia, U.S. Air Force

Calls accepted 7 days a week

042-553-0046

Credit Card or Cash Payments Accepted
Open 0900 until 2000 (Closed Tuesday)
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Ushihama 7]
: u Pet Clinic m

for more details!

' ushihama.com/english/

these dogs have routine medical check-
ups to ensure they remain fit to fight.

Rachel Hixenbaugh, a Misawa Vet
Clinic animal health assistant, tends to
these dogs, ensuring their health is up
to standards.

“I love working with animals,” said
Hixenbaugh. “It’s really fun and fulfill-
ing for me to work with these patients
and keep them as my clientele.”

She started at the Misawa Pet Ken-
nel as a volunteer and made her way to
the Misawa Vet Clinic in the summer of
2017. This isn’t her first time in a clinic,
though; she’s worked with animals for
the past 12 years.

“I missed animals and the medical as-
pect of taking care of them,” explained
Hixenbaugh, as she described her tran-
sition from the pet kennel to the vet clin-
ic. “I love participating in the surgeries
and dental cleanings for the dogs, and I
wanted to educate people on what it took
to actually own and care for a pet.”

The Hawaii-native explains some
people are not prepared for the many
responsibilities associated with pet own-
ership. As a result, she does her best in
explaining the needs of different breeds
to those considering buying a dog.

“She is on top of things, and she’s been
a ton of help around the clinic, especially
covering noncommissioned officer work
when we didn’t have one,” said Capt.
Kevin Smith, the Misawa veterinarian.

-y USHIHAMA PET CLINIC

“She’s always willing to jump in and do
whatever it takes to help.”

Hixenbaugh has a passion for work-
ing with all kinds of dogs, but she em-
pathizes with military working dogs be-
cause of their potential to be aggressive.

These dogs are responsible for de-
tecting explosive ordinance and drugs
and conducting perimeter checks with
their handlers, which requires them to
be disciplined and obedient.

“I really like working with aggressive
dogs because most of them are misun-
derstood,” said Hixenbaugh. “If you ac-
tually take the time to work with them
and be patient with them, you’ll see a
whole other side of the animal you did
not know existed.”

Hixenbaugh is a pillar of stability for

Located outside Yokota AB, Ushihama Pet

v

Clinic has been serving mllltary community Pre‘;enhve Care

pets since 1977!

Providing top care in all aspects of pet and
exotic pet needs is our specialty!

Our goal is to keep your pet Healthy &
Happy during your stay here in Japan.

Procedures

‘e

» Spay/Neuter

. Complete Vaccinations
¢ Health Checkups e Full Dental

e Intensive Care Unit Surgery with boarding
e Cesarean, & much more

“I love
working with
animals.”

- Rachel Hixenbaugh

military members and their animals be-
cause she has shown them she can be
trusted with their pets.

“A lot of the families here at Misawa
appreciate her as the familiar face,” said
Smith. “In the military, things change of-
ten, and it’s nice for people to have a vet
they know and trust with their animals.”

Hixenbaugh dedicates her life to tak-
ing care of animals and continues to do
so, even when she is not at the clinic; she
has 10 animals of her own between her
home in Hawaii and here.

“There are so many abused and ne-
glected animals, but when we give them
attention and love, we see the change,”
said Hixenbaugh. “That means a lot to
me; there is something about it that’s
very healing.”

trans \ation \

\:_ g\\s\’\ rovided!

COME
SEE

COME IN NOW for FREE PET REGISTRATION

L us!

To Hajima To Hachio-ji To Hachioi

o

WE MAKE LIVING IN THE IWAKUNI AREA EASY’
HOME RENTAL AGENT & USED CAR SALES

English OK! Call NOW at 0827-35-4917
OPEN Monday thru Saturday 10am fo 7pm

* Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales
* JCl Inspections / Repairs

* Transfer to lwakuni License Plate Service

* Medical/Dental Provider Listings
* Vehicle Junking Service

* House and Apartment Realtor
* Internet Setup

Join us for Open Class!
v'Observe aclass vMeet students & faculty ¢ Speak with our staff
www.tuj.ac.jp/mba/open-class

Executive MBA Program

4-1-27 Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-0073

E-mail: emba@tuj.temple.edu Tel: 03-5441-9800
www.tuj.ac.jp/emba Gl Bill accepted.

I_[II TEM PLE UNIVERSITY

=M Japan Campus
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The Navy’s 2019 Sapporo Snow Festival entry, shown here Thursday,
Feb. 7, featured an eagle, anchor and American flag.

Misawa sailors warm up Sapporo Snow Festival

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
CAITLIN DOORNBOS,
STARS AND STRIPES
Published: Feb. 7 2019

SAPPORO — A team of 11 sail-
ors from Naval Air Facility Mi-
sawa in five days transformed
a big block of compacted snow
into a frosty monument to the
Navy for the 2019 Sapporo Snow
Festival this week.

“When you show up and
it’s a 6-foot by
6-foot cube, it’s
kind of hard to
get people to
envision what
you’re putting
on a napkin in
a drawing in
Misawa,” said
Chief Petty Offi-
cer Frank Ring,
a Seabee chief

builder.

It was the 36th year the Navy
sent a team to the northern Jap-
anese island of Hokkaido to par-
ticipate in the event. Chief Petty
Officer Chris Norris, a chief
construction mechanic, said the
festival offers a chance to make

.

LTI

A Cup Noodles container.

a grand gesture of goodwill to
people from across the world.
“T would say as a community
relations project, this is the gold
standard for us in Japan,” he
said. “This is the largest one we
do, and I think it probably has
one of the largest impacts, too —
and not just in Japan, because
we’re interacting with [people
from] Taiwan, Australia, Hong
Kong, Thailand, New Zealand,
the Philippines, Israel and also
people coming from stateside.”
This year marked the 70th

Yeoman 2nd Class Zachary Sakuda interacts with Sapporo Snow Festival attendee

N .
P

2

Yoshiko Aoki as she admires the Navy’s 2019 snow sculpture.

sculptures depicted everything
from a 6-foot-tall Spongebob
Squarepants to a 20-foot-tall
Cup Noodles container com-
plete with a built-in ice slide.

The Navy’s creation, com-
plete with an eagle, anchor,
American flag and “USN” block
letters, was designed to be “easy
to explain to the Japanese,”
Ring said.

“The eagle represents
strength and power, and the an-
chor represents Navy stability,”
he said.

snow festival, Ring’s idea
which draws m worked — thou-
more than 2 e sands of festival-
million visitors STARS%%&STR'PES goers stopped by
annually, ac- www.stripes.com to meet the sail-

cording to orga-

nizers. The event — held Jan. 31
through Feb. 11 — offers food
vendors, music performances
and winter activities, such as
sledding.

Visitors come to admire
carvings by professional and
amateur teams from around the
world that are spread through-
out a 13-block park in central
Sapporo. This year’s snow

ors and admire
their work throughout the week.
“I knew they were something
related to America because of
the eagle,” said snow-festival
visitor Yoshiko Aoki. “I was
here when they were building
it last week and I came back to
check the completion.”
Aoki, of Chiba, Japan, said
she was glad for the chance
to practice her English and

Yeoman 2nd Class Zachary Sakuda interacts with Sapporo Snow
Festival attendee Yoshiko Aoki as she admires the Navy’s 2019 snow
sculpture.

“When you show up

and it's a 6-foot by 6-foot
cube, it's kind of hard to
get people to envision
what you're putting on a
napkin in a drawing in

Misawa.”
— Chief Petty Officer Frank Ring

interact with the Americans.
She asked to take a picture with
the sailors, who gave her a Na-
val Air Facility Misawa pin fea-
turing the U.S. and Japanese
flags.

“They are my son’s
generation,” Aoki said.
“Now we are friends.”

Petty Officer 3rd
Class Sean Ingraham,
an information systems
technician, said the
support visitors have
shown his team has
been overwhelming.

“Being out here shows our

to get involved with the com-
munity,” he said. “It shows ini-
tiative — and, especially doing
this for 36 years, it’s also consis-
tency.”

The team members were
nominated for the 11-day tem-
porary-duty trip by senior-
enlisted leaders in their com-
mands for being exemplary
sailors, Ring said. While three
were Seabee builders, most did
not have construction experi-
ence.

“The person who did a lot
of the building was a master-
at-arms,” Norris said. “To see
people come together and their
creativity come out, it’s really
awesome.”

The sailors return to
Misawa on Friday, but
say they plan to return
one day as visitors to
the festival.

“It’s definitely some-
thing I’'m going to hold
dear to me forever,”
Ingraham said. “It’s a
good memory.”

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com

presence and that we’re try]ng Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos

Star Wars characters and spacecraft.
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Suship boat reflection sumida river.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY VICKI L. BEYER,
METROPOLIS MAGAZINE

uring the Edo Period
D(1615-1868), a concept

and imagined universe
entitled ukiyo, or “the floating
world”, made its way throughout
the country. Within the grow-
ing urban centers of Edo, Kyoto
and Osaka, the idea represented
the common people’s desires to
spend their time being enter-
tained, as the rich and elite did.
To the simpler countryfolk that
lived far away from the pros-
pering cities, the idea came to
represent a near mystical vision
of luxury and extravagance the
early city-dwellers of Japan ex-
perienced. Ukiyo-e was born of
this image, the art form dedicat-
ed entirely to depicting images of
the “floating world.”

There may be less blind rev-
erence and artistic admiration
for the lives of those who mingle
within “the floating world” today,
but on the other hand, there is a
much more accessible “floating
world.” This newer concept also
espouses an appreciation for the
finer luxuries and forms of en-
tertainment in life, but it comes
in the form of an excellent ten
course meal served in a stylish
atmosphere aboard a small ship
afloat in Tokyo Bay.

In sight of the Rainbow Bridge
and the sparkling lights of Odai-
ba, the floating restaurant called
“Suship” (the obvious port-
manteau of “sushi” and “ship”)
serves a ¥10,000 set menu meal
dominated by seafood sourced
from Hokkaido.

Diners are picked up at a boat
landing near Kachidoki Bridge
for a 10-15 minute ride down the
Sumida River, reaching Suship
shortly after passing under the
Rainbow Bridge. The ride is a
visual aperitif, allowing expecta-
tions of the experience ahead to
build up.

From the outside, Suship looks
like many other yakata-bune
dinner boats, but inside, it has
Western-style seating that can fit

Suship dinner ship course sushi.

USED'CAR.EXPERTS

S 1 L
YEARS PRE-OWNED CARS & INSURANCE AGENCY N

1967~2019

Servxc
li e to the
Militar. 'Y Community*

ONE STOP SHOP Vion ==
e Wide Selection of Vehicles
e Payment Plans Available
e Warranty Included

e Auto Insurance Provider

[=]3t,1 =]

Visit us at
http://kellyandkellyjp.com

A floating world of:

Discount Store [

Satiiay Close gty
U B ol

On Base pick-up & drop off serwce'

042-551-0556 ‘aui

|

a maximum of 36 diners. Tatami
flooring and woven bamboo on
the ceiling keep the room quiet no
matter how crowded with guests
it might be. The lovely space, the
elegant atmosphere, the fantastic
water views—it’s easy to imagine
this as a great spot for a romantic
dinner.

You’ll find the appetizer al-
ready laid out and waiting at
your table, but before picking up
your chopsticks, take in the view.
You're sitting close to the water,
with city lights in the distance
and their reflections twinkling in
the undulations of the bay.

The appetizers consist of a
number of small seafood dishes,
cleverly contained in two tiers
of a semi-circular jubako. It’s
hard to know where to begin.
About the same time as you have
made your decision and begun to
sample crab or squid or salmon
roe (to name a few of the appe-
tizers), the waiting staff light a
small lump of cooking fuel below
a pot containing all the ingredi-
ents for an individ-
ual serving of suki-
yaki (thin slices of
beautifully marbled
beef), which takes
center stage. As the broth heats,
the beef and the vegetables that
surround it begin to cook and
soon the entire dish is happily
bubbling away. By now, you’re
worked through the seafood ap-
petizers—or most of them, at any
rate—and are ready to enjoy the
freshly cooked sukiyaki.

To complement your meal,
consider adding the drink pack-
age. Right now, the restaurant is
offering the unlimited package
for just an additional ¥1,200—
how can you beat that? In some
restaurants the house ‘“vintage”
is questionable, but in this case,
the sake served is an excellent
complement to each course of the
meal.

After sukiyaki, the next course
is a delicate clear soup with ajoint
of crab legs, the flesh juicy and
delicious once you’'ve extracted

Route 16

AMC
YOKOTA
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it. Next comes shrimp and toro
tuna sashimi, with the usual con-
diments to be added to the soy
sauce. The succulent sashimi lit-
erally melts in your mouth.

Following this, three plates of
sushi are served, one at a time.
First come four pieces in Edo-
mae-style sushi, accompanied
by thin slices of gari ginger pick-
les. The second plate carries two
pieces of nigiri sushi, one halibut
and one raw octopus, each topped
with a small dot of pink (grated
radish with some pink mustard
for color) to make the white fish
look like little Japanese flags. Ap-
parently octopus needs to rest a
couple of days to make it tender
enough to be eaten completely
raw.

The last plate of sushi in-
cludes oshizushi which has been
pressed in bamboo for a couple
of days, as well as an uncut tuna
roll (the waitress recommended
using fingers to eat it) and even a
California roll.

By this time,
you’ve been stuffed;
this is a big meal.
Fortunately, the des-
sert is light, a few
pieces of jelly-like warabimochi
dusted with matcha powder; a
perfect end to a memorable meal.

Throughout this delightful
meal, enjoy views of the bay,
neighboring dinner boats and the
lights of the city. If you feel up to
it, take a breather on the boat’s
roof and relax to the slow ocean
breeze while you take in the spec-
tacularly expansive view in ev-
ery direction. It is the perfect cap
to an amazing dining experience.

Suship offers hourly seatings
from Spm until late (make on-
line reservations https://suship.
com/#reserve). From the time
of pick up at Kachidoki Bridge
(about a 7-8 minute walk from
Tsukiji Station) to the time you
are returned to the same spot, the
escape is about three hours. It is
a fantastic evening in the floating
world of fine dining.

x f;ﬁ =
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Eiji Tsuburaya mentoring actor Haruo
Nakajima King Kong vs Godzilla.
Photos courtesy of TM&® Toho Co., LTD;
©Tsuburaya Productions; © Eiji Project

BY EDWARD L. HOLLAND,
STRIPES JAPAN

xperience the world of
EGodzilla, Ultraman and

their co-creator, Eiji Tsub-
uraya the God of Special Effects
in Sukagawa, Fukushima, as the
region continues to rebound from
the Great Eastern Earthquake.
On Jan. 11, after five years in the
making, the Sukagawa Citizens
Exchange Center tette building
opened to hundreds in atten-
dance.

exchange and citizens’ activities
and we are committed to nurtur-
ing citizens here long into the
future. We also honor tokusatsu
(special effects) master, Eiji
Tsuburaya, born in Sukagawa
city, for his accom-
plishments at the Eiji
Tsuburaya Museum,
an archival center
that will disseminate
Japanese special ef-
fects to the world.”

The dreaming spir-
it of Tsuburaya, who
was inspired by Me-
rian C. Cooper’s King
Kong (1933) to make his
own monster movies, is
chronicled in detail on

i3 During the opening ceremony,
= Mayor Katsuya Hashimoto said,
“Our brand-new community
center tette (hands) is Sukagawa
city’s main place for cultural

~ . TRIBUTE TO LEGENDARY GODZILLA
¢ DIRECTOR OPENS IN FUKUSHIMA

the Sth floor of the tette Exchange
Center. Before his untimely pass-
ing in 1970, Tsuburaya worked on
more than 250 military and

science fiction movies

\
\\“\\\\\\\\\

Director Eiji Tsuburaya-
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RUG AUCTION

Sunday, February 221, 2019
O-club Admiralty Room
1500 preview /1600 auction

SELECTION WILL INCLUDE HIGH QUALITY
HAND KNOTTED CARPETS FROM
AFGHANISTAN, PAKISTAN, CHINA, TURKEY
AND CENTRAL ASIA. ALL CARPETS COME
| WITH A CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY.
e PAYMENT TERMS : CASH, CHECKS AND ALL
L sE i, MAJOR CREDIT CARDS (CREDIT WILL INCUR A

For more info please contact USO Yokosuka at 221-3030
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Vote online by March 24 at
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and TV programs
with Toho Studios
and his own Tsuburaya Produc-
tions. With a tight-knit team of
60 innovative artists, he debuted
Ultra Q (1965) and Ultraman
(1966) to unsuspecting Japanese
homes, spawning the first kaiju
boom.

All over Sukagawa you can
celebrate Tsuburaya’s universe
of characters at the town’s city
hall, train station, post offices,
stores, airport, and the commu-
nity center with its five modern
floors of: classes, music rooms,
event halls, libraries, and child-
care spaces. The tette building
also includes cultural meeting
rooms, an Ultra FM radio sta-
tion, stores, Ultraman Kkaiju
statues, and the museum fo-
cused on the aspiring airplane
pilot who flew south, ascended
to photographer, and became an
unequaled director of special vi-
sual effects, utilizing miniatures
and suitmation, co-inventing Ja-
pan’s most iconic monsters and
heroes.

Godzilla (1954), directed by
Ishiro Honda, produced by To-
moyuki Tanaka and Tsuburaya’s
Ultraman (1966), with designs
by Tohl Narita forged an unfor-
gettable path of entertainment
bridging kaiju and superheroes
in movie houses and homes her-
alded by award winning film-
makers Shinji Higuchi (Shin
Godzilla, Attack on Titan) and
Guillermo del Toro (The Shape
of Water, Pan’s Labyrinth). Tsub-
uraya’s endless cavalcade of
“monstars”continues to delight
as both sides of the Pacific await
the spring release of Godzilla:
King of the Monsters by Legend-
ary Warner Bros. An infectious
sense of wonder and imagination
bred by Tsuburaya surrounds
you at the Science Patrol themed

Godzilla 1954 suit designed
by Yuji Sakai.

Fukushima airport, on the Ultra-
man adorned main street and
in the inanimate, yet life-like
Godzilla suit at the museum.

The Exchange Center assists
children, seniors, and the dis-
abled by providing a common
space to meet, read, exercise the
body, mind and honor the leg-
endary spirit of resilient Fuku-
shima. The Tsuburaya Museum,
a fusion of more than 100 exhib-
its, models, displays, 1,200 plus
books available to check out, di-
oramas, audio-visual zones, and
a 14-minute Godzilla short film
with the aforementioned 2-meter
1954 style Godzilla suit is some-
thing to behold for ambitious art-
ists and fans. With its three photo
free zones and create-your-own
kaiju interactive screens, you
can come away with lasting
memories during a trip north of
the hustle and bustle of Tokyo.

“The Tsuburaya Museum is
bigger than I thought it would
be, with so much information,
not normally available for the
public to see,” Resident Mayu
Hashimoto said. “I highly rec-
ommend it!”

Aligned with the spirit of in-
nocence, the museum exists
as a foundation to inspire chil-
dren now and into the future; to
dream as Tsuburaya did making
model airplanes as a child above
his family’s miso paste factory,
before attending flight school in
Haneda, Tokyo, and later launch-
ing a ground-breaking career in
motion pictures. The Eiji Tsub-
uraya Museum in Sukagawa,
Fukushima is a welcoming envi-
ronment for adults and parents
to reminisce of fantastic beasts
and heroes from their childhood,
and to trace in-depth with chil-
dren the heart, soul, and spirit
of Godzilla, Ultraman, Mothra,
Rodan, King Ghidorah, the God
of Special Effects’ milestones,
and his lasting contributions to
society.

Edward L. Holland is a
photojournalist working in
Japan. He has written
for Stars and Stripes,
Famous Monsters
of Filmland
magazine
and assisted
American and

Japanese

directors,

actors,
and artists
at various
conventions
in the US and
Japan.
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ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI

SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI

IWAKUNI

FUJI

(i.1. BILL PAY

Having a hard time paying your rent and utilities?

£ CAN HELP.

It's all done hy electronic hank to hank transfers!
To get started: Voided Check or Statement, Housing Lease, Photo ID

Gall us 046-828-4387 ¢ yokosuka@gibillpay.com

YOKOSUKA = MAIN WOMBLE
OFFICE (2F) /~ GATE  GATE

HERE!!

MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI

IACE TRAVEL CONNECT T0 - WORLD

IACE Official Website
) www.iace.co.jp/en
N =
\&. A e *** Please ask agent or check our website for more
. _..._.""‘_—-./ *** Prices are in US dollar, per person, based on 2 per room, unless specified.

IACE[INTERNATIONAL AIRFARE
DELTA AIR LINES to U.S.A

lwakuni, Hiroshima, Fukuoka, Nagasaki Dep.
(Travel dates: 16Feb~30Apr departure)

7 Los Angels, Las Vegas etc... | $940
¢ Minneapolis, New York City, Atlanta, efc...

ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI IWAKUNI SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA

= Serving the Military Community since 1998 =
Kadena, Camp Foster, Yokosuka, Atsugi, lIwakuni

All Prices include Tax/Fuel/Fees
Based on rate 108. subject to exchange rate

UNITED AIRLINES to GUAM

Fukuoka / Hiroshima departure
(Travel dates: 16Feb~310ct departure)

$522
$604
. Round trip prices

« Child / Infant discount is available

« Price includes taxes & fuel surcharge

« Eligibility: MIL ID holder, Spouse
/Dependent Children, DOD civilian

¢ Fukuoka Dep.
¢ Hiroshima Dep.

$1,038

. Round trip prices . Min/Max stay : 5/30 days
. Price includes taxes & fuel surcharge

* Prices are subject to availability
* Additional fee may apply for particular dates / flights
* Additional fee will apply for traveling on weekends

SPRING BREAK} P ECIALF
(ol "1 XX )\ Fukuoka departure - Visit Beijing, Xian and Shanghai (3 city)

- China visa fee included
Apr.7 departure - Apr.14 return $2,1 86

- Great Wall, Terra-cotta Worriers, and more
- 5.5 star hotel stay

L] o] VR ) VA Hiroshima departure

4days(Apr.9 departure - Apr.12 return)

*Price includes...

« Round trip air fare

- 3nights hotel accommodation

« Sightseeing tour (DMZ + Downtown & Palace tour)
- Tax and Fuel charge

$440
$524

For Iwakuni & Sasebo customer, please call or email for any of your travel inquiry or booking.

IACE TRAVEL at IWAKUNI
IACETRAVEL BLDG 410 (Crossroads Mall)

iwakuni@iace.co.jp
DSN: 253-3942 or 3841
3 offices in Okinawa ( Kadena ITT, Camp Foster, NAVY MWR)
2 offices in Tokyo ( Yokosuka, Atsusi )

From cell/off base: 0827-79-3942 or 3841
OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI

S5days(Apr.5 departure - Apr.9 return)

Find us on:

facebook.

9:30 - 18:00 Mon-Fri ~ Website: https://www.iace.co.jp/en/
ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI IWAKUNI SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA

IrNd  VILOMOA VINVZ I9NS1V

INNMVMI

IDNSLY  VINSOMOA VMVSIN VMVNDIO 083SVS

VLOMOA VINVZ
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Shinagawa Shrine e
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What better way to start a day trip in the
traditional gate town of Tokyo than by visiting
the majestic Shinagawa Shrine?

Since Shogun Minamoto Yoritomo founded it in
the 12th century, numerous feudal lords visited and
worshipped the shrine as they sought safety of sea
travel and victory in battle.

Raised up along long gray stone stairs, you will
find a traditional black shrine hall with two torii
gates. Go through the torii gates and make a wish
in front of the shrine hall by casting a coin, making two bows, two
hand-claps and again, one deep bow.

You may notice a small mountain in the shrine garden near the stone
stairway. It is a miniature Mount Fuji, called “Shinagawa Fuji” or “Fu-
jiduka”. Because Mount Fuji is so worshipped, people will climb and
hope to have their wish granted at the top. The tiny artificial moun- ‘

r
tain was built for those who were not able to climb the real Mount
Fuyji. If you climb the mini-Fuji, be sure make your wish at the top.
Did I mention the shrine is known as a strong “power spot” - a
location that many believe gives you power and luck?

 Anold - and new - gate:

LOCATION: 3-7-15 Kita Shinagawa, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo
(4-minute walk from Shinbanba Station of Keikyu Line)
STORY AND PHOTO
ST

URL:www.tokyo-jinjacho.or.jp/shinagawa/5264/ (Japanese)
Oh i H orse R acetrac k W ith attractions that include a horse track, shrine

TEL: 03-3474-5575
— one-day trip for anyone looking to get off base
= Ok, now you’re feeling lucky after visiting the shrine

Shinagawa was developed as a post town a

T and miniature Mount Fuji, so take a walk up to Ohi Racetrack, Japan for hundreds of years. Located in Southeast Tokyo,

" aka Tokyo City Keiba (TCK), to test out your new-found luck. on their way to the big city. ‘

With more than 11 million people visiting each year, the TCK is one of Nowadays, it is still an 1'mpo!rtant gate town of Toks{o, :

| the most popular racetracks among six racetracks available in the Kanto Plain. platforms for 8 railway lines including the bullet train. |

4 The 100-yen ($0.90) admission lets you watch all 8 - 12 races for the day. They More than 530,000 passengers get on and off the

are open around 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. (day race) and 2 - 9 p.m. (evening race) depend- Kyoto, Osaka and other parts of western Japan, as v

ing on the races. This racetrack is known for its evening races, as 72 of the total 92 Despite the hundreds of thousands of people just
days of racing are held at night. You can drop by this racetrack on the way home from for anyone staying in Japan.
work to enjoy late races, as well. takiguchi.takahiro @stripes.com

There is outdoor and indoor bleachers, or you can sit in special box seats on the
observation decks for an additional 1,000-3,000 yen.

On a given race day, you’ll find thousands of people, mostly men in their 60s or
older with a few younger couples, busily studying and marking up their programs.
Once the race starts, the crowd roars and the horses bolt out of the starting gate, gal-
loping along the one-mile track at breakneck speed for less than two minutes. =k

If you’re feeling really lucky after wishing at the Shinagawa Shrine, there is the B
“3-ren-tan,” (trifecta) where you try to pick the first three finishers in order for a -
single race. In 2010, one of these 100-yen tickets paid out a record sum of roughly
25 million yen ($225,000).

With the 3-ren-tan, there are 9 ways of betting available at the racetrack. The
cheapest ticket is just 100 yen. You can buy any of these tickets — just mark the

horses’ numbers, the type of bet you want and the amount on the application form and insert
it with money into a ticket machine. After that, you’ll get your wager ticket and you’re good
to go. The forms are in Japanese, but the Japan Racing Association has an online guide
in English.
The newly renovated Diamond Turn restaurant offers quality buffet dinning on
the 4th floor of an observation deck - a great place to watch the races.

Ohi Keibajo (Tokyo City Keiba) Racetrack
LOCATION: 2-1-2 Katsushima, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo

(10-minute walk from Tachiaigawa Station of Keikyu Line)
URL: http://www.tokyocitykeiba.com/en/

TEL: 03-3763-2151

T —

TOK YOk TWirkLE *
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SHINAGAWA " 0 i Horse Racetrac
One of the Tokyo 23 Wards ’ hinagawa e . ?
POPULATION: 403,338 & Omorikaigan Aquarium
(as of 2018) ’ Stn. -
LOCATION: 2-1-36 Hiromachi, Shinaga-ku, ? Ryutsu Center Stn.
Tokyo

(Ward Hall - 30-minutes from Hardy Barracks)
ATTRACTIONS: Tokyo City Keiba (Ohi Horse Racetrack),
Shinagawa Shrine, Shinagawa Aquarium, T.Y Brewery
URL: www.city.shinagawa.tokyo.jp.e.ke.hp.transer.com/
TEL: 03-3777-1111 (Shinagawa Ward Hall)

—

S BY TAKAHIRO TAKIGUCHI,
RIPES JAPAN

, aquarium and waterfront brewery, Shinagawa makes for a great

and explore part of Japan. ‘
d was a gate city of Edo (old Tokyo) for the western regions of

many tourists would pass through or stay overnight in Shinagawa l
s Shinagawa Station is one of the Tokyo’s largest stations with 22
rrains at the station every day, including tourists on their way to

ell as Tokyo salarymen on their way to work. . -
- “passing through,” Shinagawa has plenty to make it a destination

T.Y. Harbor
Brewery & Restaurant

Don’t miss wonderful views of the Tokyo coastal area from the
monorail that runs through Shinagawa. Take a 10-15-minute walk from
the aquarium to Ohi Keibajo-mae station to find this unique train.
Seats on the monorail are installed on the center of train, which enables you
to enjoy the impressive views of Tokyo coastal area.
Get off the monorail at Tennozu Isle Station to visit a stylish craft brewery located

T.Y.HARBOR on the waterfront.
autmEAy With the open, peaceful atmosphere, T.Y. Harbor is an ideal place to wrap up your
nlrrdacson) one-day Shinagawa strolling with its savory homemade craft beers and tasty dishes. Large

= ——— . triangular-roofed brewery buildings, wooden decks, boats and piers in front of the brewery
e = ss=w———=  form a picturesque vista with surrounding iron bridges, parks and colorful buildings.
] The wide, wooden interior and high ceilings give the bar a classical look and cozy atmo- o
sphere. At the restaurant, you can sit indoors or out along the water. I reccommend the deck,
as you’ll have a beautiful view of the canal and all the boats that pass. S EE S H ’ NAGAWA ON PAGE 10
The brewery offers six homemade beers (pale ale, amber ale, wheat ale, IPA, G B
imperial stout and brewer’s choice of the month), various other spirits and soft b s e WL N v
drinks.
The pale ale was my favorite with its extremely fruity and hoppy, yet crispy
bitter flavor goes well after long day of walking around the area.
As T.Y. Harbor is a very popular spot and always crowded with customers.
A reservation is recommended, although waiting along the waterfront for a
table isn’t such a bad option.

TY. Harbor Brewery & Restaurant

LOCATION: 2-1-3 Higashi Shinagawa, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo
(7-minute walk from Tennozu Isle Station of Tokyo Monorail)
HOURS: 11:30 a.m.- 2 p.m., 5:30- 10 p.m.

URL: www.tysons.jp/brewery/en/

TEL: 03-5479-455
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SHINAGAWA: Activities for young and old

rCONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 >

Shinagawa Aquanum

Be sure to drop by Shinagawa Aquarium nearby
the racetrack, as it offers full-scale displays of more than

450 species throughout its 25 areas.
Must-see attractions in the aquarium include giant tanks with
see-through undersea tunnels. Walking through the glass tunnels, you

can get a close look at 1,500 fish and more. You feel like you’re walking on
the ocean floor as you see countless species swim past you, including groupers,
sea breams, sharks, turtles, giant rays and seals. It is a truly amazing and surreal
experience.

You can also operate a remote-controlled turtle-shaped robot that swims in the
tank. Its water-proof camera and high-resolution monitor let you observe these sea

creatures even closer.

The aquarium also features seal and dolphin shows 10 times a day. Here, you can
see giant dolphins jumping through hoops while cute seals wave to you with their funny
gestures.

There are various other tanks full of colorful coral reef-dwelling fish, large fish from
the Amazon River, electric eels and transparent Indian glassy fish, along with mammoth

sharks and several different penguins.
It may take a couple of hours to enjoy all the tanks and attractions.
The aquarium is situated in a large public park with a saltwater pond,
lots of rocks and various flowers. It’s a nice place to take a stroll and
enjoy a hot dog or some popcorn on your way back from the aquarium.

Shinagawa Aquarium
LOCATION: 3-2-1 Katsushima, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo

(8-minute walk from Omorikaigan station of Keikyu Line)

HOURS: Wed. - Mon., 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

ADMISSION: adult: 1,350 yen, ages 65 and older: 1,200 yen,
elementary and middle schooler: 600 yen, ages 4-5: 300 yen
URL: www.aquarium.gr.jp
TEL: 03-3762-3433

0 STARSWSTMPES
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Yokosuka Kadena
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CLEANING | |G LS SHOPPING ACCESSORIES BEAUTY BEAUTY
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4. Cooking/Personal Chef Service fee is from $80 for in the US Leigh Anne Schouest and tint 080 3417 7806
For free assessment and 2 hrs. (Transportation fee will . ) €igh Anne >choues = -~ 4 Mlcmneedlmg
consultation, please contact: " Melissa Perkins Independent Consultant Shop Online b hair growth
(Cisco: 080-5478-5855; apply outside of Yokosuka) . . banditheadbands.etsy.com e . Microneedling skin www.facebook.com/getyourbestskin
Email: yokosukalily@yahoo.com For more information visit 080-4322-5632 FashionMeetsFunction.com y Rejuvenation tiff; hill100@: il.
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Lester vokota | RSN
COACHING g PERSONAL s WEALTH n ’
ASSISTANT| | MLMCREATION® 0l 4 nome-pased DUSINeSS:
Want More from Life?

Life & Leadership
Coaching
| am passionate about
your future & your
journey there. Contact
Sarah for your free
meet & greet, in
person or via phone,
to take your next right
step today!
inwiththenewyou.com

LITTLE BLESSINGS

Spread oy Thoucugh Acty of Findness

Services include: home cleaning, home
organizing, grocery shopping, pick up &
delivery, errands, and local travel planning

For more information and appointments, please email
ashleyphillipslittleblessings@gmail.com

*Base Approved

More $$$,388
’ More Time 0
Better Health
-Loving Relationships
Contact Michael Today!

exgen.thinkingintoresults.com
michael.tsutagawa,phd @exgencorp.com

“Helping people generate exponential results”

Find new customers with the Stripes Home Business Directory.
For rates and information, email
HomeBusinessDirectory@stripes.com.
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FEBRUARY

MAROON 5

Tokyo, Feb. 25,7 p.m., Tokyo Dome, 10,000-
12,000-15,000-38,000 yen; Udo 03-3402-5999.
THE INTERNET

Tokyo, Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m., Shinkiba Studio Coast,
6,300 yen (adv. standing); Smash 03-3444-6751.
YELLOWJACKETS

Tokyo, Feb. 26 & 27, 6:30 &9 p.m., Cotton Club,
7,800-9,000 yen; 03-3215-1555.

THE MANHATTANS FEAT. GERALD ALSTON
Tokyo, Feb. 26 & 27, 6:30 & 9:30 p.m., Billboard
Live Tokyo, 7,900- 8,900 yen; 03-3405-1133.
PALE WAVES

Tokyo, Feb. 27,7 p.m., Ebisu Liquidroom, 6,500
yen, Feb. 28,7 p.m., Daikanyama Space Odd,
6,500 yen; Creativeman 03-3499-6669.
MATTHEW MORRISON

Tokyo, Feb. 28, 6:30 & 9:30 p.m., Billboard Live
Tokyo, 11,000- 12,000 yen; 03-3405-1133.
CHVRCHES

Tokyo, Feb. 28 & Mar. 1,7 p.m., Toyosu Pit, 7,500
yen (all standing); Creativeman 03-3499-6669.

MISAWA _ YOKOSUKA ATSUGI

WMING

DOMINIC MILLER

Tokyo, Feb. 28 & Mar. 1,6:30 &9 p.m., Mar.2 & 3,
5 &8 p.m., Cotton Club, 7,800-9,000-9,500 yen;

03-3215-1555. Shibuya Club Quattro, 9,000 yen (adv. standing);
Smash 03-3444-6751.
MIROSLAV VITOUS TRIO

TENEBRAE SOLMNIS VOL.9 Tokyo, Mar.7 &8, 6:30 &9 p.m., Cotton Club,

featuring WATAIN(Sweden), Anaal
Nathrakh(UK), Hybrid Nightmare(Australia),
Ethereal Sin(JP), Tokyo, Mar. 1,5:30 p.m.,
duo Music Exchange, 8,000 yen (adv), 9,500
yen (doors); For more information, Evoken de
Valhall Production 050-5586-8199 or info@

ev-pro.asia.
DAVID T. WALKER

Tokyo, Mar. 5 & 6, 6:30 & 9:30 p.m., Billboard
Live Tokyo, 8,800- 9,800 yen; 03-3405-1133.

NATHAN EAST

Tokyo, Mar. 5 & 6, 6:30 &9 p.m., Blue Note
Tokyo, 8,500 yen; 03-5485-0088.

FEVER333

Tokyo, Mar. 5,7 p.m., Ebisu Liquidroom, 5,500
yen; Smash 03-3444-6751.

ZAMA _YOKOTA FUJI

IACE TRAVEL CONNECT T0 - WORLD

(f)p (‘

NEARY DU

EXTREME THE DOJO VOL.32
featuring Napalm Death, Eyehategod, Misery
Index, Melt-Banana, Tokyo, Mar. 6, 6:30 p.m.,

8,000-9,000-9,500-10,000 yen; 03-3215-1555.
COURTNEY BARNETT

Tokyo, Mar. 8, 7 p.m., Tsutaya O-East, 6,500 yen;
Smash 03-3444-6751.

MICHAEL LANDAU LIQUID QUARTET

Tokyo, Mar.9 & 10,5 &8 p.m., Mar. 11 & 12,
6:30&9 p.m., Cotton Club, 8,500-9,500 yen;
03-3215-1555.

ALLISTER

Chiba, Mar. 10, 6 p.m., Chiba Look, 4,000 yen;
Tokyo, Mar. 12,7 p.m., Shibuya Club Quattro,
4,000 yen; Creativeman 03-3499-6669.
CLOUD NOTHINGS

Tokyo, Mar. 11,7 p.m., Tsutaya O-East, 6,000 yen
(adv.standing); Smash 03-3444-6751.

JWAKUNI _ SASEBO__ OKINAWA _ MISAWA _ YOKOSUKA

featuring David Frazee, Andy Hess & lan Thomas,

19NS1LV
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RonniglRuicker - VliwalShieya
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chael Bet

Lead vocalistfand Wiiiteiflproducen

SASEBO

for Grammyfaywatidhwininers
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Vincento el es TEmele [M]@Lﬁ)ﬁno VaiVin“Sappland
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Gospel Square, Sunnvsme Enapa}
EXPLOSIO/N

| LE
= Serving the Military Community since 1998 = b— N ez
Kadena, Camp Foster, Yokosuka, Atsugi, Iwakuni

IACE Official Website
www.iace.co.jp/en

All Prices include Tax/Fuel/Fees
Based on rate 110. subject to exchange rate

*** Please ask agent or check our website for more
*** Prices are in US dollar, per person, based on 2 per room, unless specified.

IWAKUNI

I'Nd  VLOMOA VINVZ

L

24-28FEB Departure

8APR Departure
- 12APR Return
Tour including:
-Round trip flight
-Airport transfer in Mongolia
-3nights at 4star hotel |
-English speaking guided tours Falig

INNMVMI

Club Tachikawa, Kltaseruu,I]BE
Choir & Youth Mime Ministry

Tour including:

-Round trip bullet train

-1night at Kintetsu
Universal City

-15min Early park in

ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI

08APR Departure
- 14APR Return
Tour including:
-Round trip air fare
-Airport transfer in Dubai
-4nights at Four Points by Sheraton
-Traditional Dubai City Tour (Half Day)
-Sundowner Dune Dinner Safari with BBQ dinner

06APR Departure
- 11APR Return

H
Tour including: :
-Round trip flight »
-Airport transfer L
in Sydney (shared vehicle)
-5nights at Rydges World Square

More information is available at... https:/www.iace.co.jp/en/

ATSUGI_BRANCH

ITT Office: 243-3498 Commercial line: 046-816-3498 Office: 264-6297, 6298
Email: yokosuka@iace.co.jp Email: atb@iace. co;p Mon-Fri: 9 am - 6 pm, Sat: close
t ca
el S8 n ¢

Mon - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm, 05-—-*4
cﬂw

Holi: 10 am -2 pm 8 Inquiries from Misawa misawa@iace.co.jp
IACE TRAVEL

and tell Atsugi Office you ring from Misawal!!
u@@@ Find us on:
ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI IWAKUNI

[i facebook.
OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA
Our office is now near lwakuni Station!
Welcome to Iwakuni

24°FEBRUARY 2019

DOORS OPEN 3:30PM CONCERT BEGINS 4PM
TAIYO COMMUNITY CENTER YOKOTA AB

FREE ADMISSION

POC: SAYA LESESNE "GOSPELEXPLOSIONYOKOTA@GMAIL.COM”

SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI
ID9NSLV  VINSOMOA VMVSIN VMVNIMO 083SVS

IWAKUNI

VLOMOA VINVZ

FUJI

DO YOU HAVE A STORY TO SHARE? STRIPESJAPAN.COM

Rental & Real Estate Agent

L

call:0827-28-2100

E-mail: info@ark-plan.com
http://www.ark-plan.com

ABLE Network Ilwakuni
Open Daily 9:30-18:00

Hotel Alpha 1
LIVEYELL

Em N g
English IS '

information available

Iwakuni Station

9 Iwakuni City View Hotel
from lwakuni MCAS

Earn your Stripes

Write on Japan Travel and earn rewards:
500 bonus points for Stripes readers!

JapanTravel

japantravel.com/stripes .com
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Yushima Tel/\:jiw

Devoted to a deified scholar Sugawara no Michizane,
Yusima Tenmangu Shrine (Yushima Tenjin) features a
beautiful collection of 300 plum blossom trees. The shrine
is very popular with students (and their parents) who come
here to pray for luck during entrance exams and a success-
ful school year. The shrine hosts the annual Bunkyo Ume
Matsuri where you can enjoy traditional music, performing
arts and tea ceremonies at weekends.

Kamelolo Tcmd' L

Kameido Tenjin attracts crowds during May when its
beautiful wisteria garden blooms, but the 300 plus plum
trees should not be overlooked. Kameido Tenjin is-a beauti-
ful place for ume hanami (as a rule of thumb, shrines with
the word ‘tenjin’ in their name, the Kami name of Lord Sug-
awara, tend to be associated with plum trees) and offers a
variety of entertainment from the middle of February to
the end of March. The shrine’s arched vermilion bridge is

T—O h . S b CSt S’P Dts ‘foy S very impressive, and it is worth checking out the famous

‘Goken no Ume’ tree that blossoms both red and white flow-
ers.

PLVLVW bLOSSOVVL \/LCWLV\’ Hanegl Park in Setagaya

With 650 and 700 ume blossom trees (of various color) the
Hanegi Park offers one of the most beautiful spring scenes
you can get throughout February. Lo-
cated on Umegaoka (Plum
Blossom Hill), you can
expect a joyful spring at-
mosphere with koto string
instrument performances,
outdoor tea ceremonies,
haiku classes and mochi
rice pounding exhibitions.
Needless to say, there are
food vendors selling plum-
themed food including jelly,
ripe plum madeleines and
daifuku buns.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY NANO BETTS, to ward off evil. That’s why so you will often find
TRAVELWITHNANOB.COM them planted around shrines, temples, or even pri-

: te gardens.
hile cherry blossoms get all the glory when Ve . . .
it comes to heralding the arrival of Spring, Most'oft'en, you.w111 find shrines hosting
modest blooming buds of ume (plum blos- the festivities dedicated to the plum blos-

soms) have been held in high regard here in Japan Soms. These include performances, fun ac-
and are celebrated by the ume matsuri, the plum tivities and plum-themed art and food stalls.
blossom festivals, all around the country. Early February to mid-March is when the

Prior to the Nara Period (710-794 AD) it was city starts to fill up with bursts of white,
in fact the blossom of the plum tree that Japanese blush and hot pink. You can spot the bloom-
referred to as hanami (flower viewing). Initially ing trees everywhere although there are a
introduced to Japan from China, plum trees were few spots which boast with a nice choice for
considered ornamental trees intended for the gar- plum-watching. Here are some of my favor-
dens of the nobility and public spaces. They were ite places to see Japanese plum blossoms in
also equated with good fortune and are still thought and around Tokyo.
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odawam Matsurl

Plum viewing might be used as a good excuse to get a little
break from the hustle of the metropolis. If you feel like a little
day trip, then Odawara might be a perfect destination. Not
only will you get a chance to see the famous Odawara Castle,
but also enjoy 35,000 plum trees on show of all different col-
ors, shapes and sizes set around the Soga Bessho Bairin grove
and framed by the iconic backdrop of Mt Fuji. Major festival
attractions include calligraphy and lion dances among others.

Ataml Matsurt

If you crave some sun and sea, then Atami is a perfect place
to be if the weather is right. It is a little resort town located
within an hour from Tokyo and used to be a major honey-
moon destination back in the day. Not only does Atami host the
Kawazu-zakura festival — a type of sakura blooming in Janu-
ary/February — but it also is home to a gorgeous ume garden.
Basically, you will be able to view plums and sakura in one
trip!

owme-sht Plum Park

Ome-shi features 1,500-tree plum grove which are truly a
sight to see. The 1,500 trees that cover the sloping hills of the
park make it look like mounds of cotton candy. There is also a
300-year-old plum tree. Like all other places, the park’s festi-
val lasts from the end of February to the end of March.
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he Kerama Is-

I lands are only
about 25 miles .
from Naha — just an
hour-long ferry ride
away. But, during
the winter season,
the waters surround-
ing the small group
of islands might as
well be a world away
from the hustle and
bustle of Okinawa’s
largest city, as the area
transforms into one of the
best whale-watching spots in
the world.

Every  year, humpback
whales migrate to the temper-
ate waters near Okinawa to give
birth to their calves. For those
interested in seeing these mas-
sive mammals up close, several
whale-watching tours are of-
fered throughout the winter sea-
son. (The whale-watching season
runs through early April.)

The best way to take a whale-
watching tour is to take a high-
speed ferry from Naha to one of
the Kerama Islands (which can
cost up to 5,970 yen, or about $55,
roundtrip for adults) and to then
choose a tour operator upon ar-
rival. I opted to head to Zamami
Island, where I signed up for an
excursion offered by the Zama-
mi Whale Watching Association.

e
R
. e

-

your excursion, as
the waters can be

The best
way to spot a

& whale is to look for quite choppy.
. the streams of water the After  check-
== whales expel from their ing in, visitors

blowholes, as they look
like fountains shoot-
2. ing out from the

are given a short
introduction to
humpback whales,
but the presentation
is conducted in Japanese.

Once aboard, the desig-

nated whale searchers

on the boat’s crew scan
the waters and guide the
boat captains to nearby
pods of whales.

The best way to spot a
whale is to look for the spouts
of warm air that the whales ex-
pel from their blowholes as they
exhale — the spouts look like
fountains shooting up from the
ocean.

Another easy way to spot
whales is to find ones that are

2o

Tours departing directly from
Okinawa also are available —
but I prefer the flexibility of go-
ing to the islands so I can explore
for a while afterward.

The tour, which costs 6,000
yen for adults and 3,000 yen for
children, is about 2% hours long
and offered twice daily — once
in the morning and once in
the afternoon. It’s best to re- ‘/
serve your spot on the tour in |
advance through the ZWWA
website.

For those who tend to get
seasick, it might be best to take
motion sickness medication the
night before or the morning of

COSTS: Prices for whale watching excursions
vary based on the company and length of the
tour. Individuals should also factor in the cost of
the ferry to an excursion’s departure point if not
purchasing a tour that departs directly from Naha.
The Zamami Whale Watching Association’s tour,
which departs from Zamami Island, costs
6,000 yen (or about $55) for adults and

3,000 yen for children.
INFORMATION: zwwa.okinawa/
englishinfomation

HEIAVATOISHoN LT
CARUAIEVI A1 ESTRNE

Every year, humpback whales migrate to the temperate waters
near Okinawa to give birth to their calves.

breaching or slapping their
tails on the water’s surface.
After disappearing into the
water, it could be any-
where from 15 to 20 min-
utes before the whale sur-
faces again.

A pod of mothers and
calves is much easier to
watch, as the calves can-

. A variety of
not remain submerged opemo;f‘i’ndud-
for long. Because of | ingtheZamami
this, the young whales | WhaleWatching

usually hang out near
the surface of the water
and are more visible to
whale watchers.

On one whale-watching excur-
sion, I once saw a mother whale
teaching her calf how to breach
by leaping from the water. It was
one of my favorite memories in
11 years of living on Okinawa.

Several years ago, I had an-
other close en-
counter with a
mother whale
and her calf as
they swam be-
neath the boat.
The whales

were so close that I could see
the barnacles on the mother
whale’s skin.

After your whale-watch-
ing excursion, take the lo-
cal bus (300 yen for adults)
from the port to Furuzamami

Beach, one of the most popular
beaches on the island. Furuza-
mami was voted the best beach

Association, offer
whale watching
excursions near
Okinawa.

EXCLUSIVE NEWS FROM:|
STARSk 4STRIPES

www.stripes.com

in Japan on TripAdvisor
and has two stars from the re-
nowned Michelin Guide.

The waters of Furuzamami
Beach are relatively warm in
winter, reaching about 68 de-
grees Fahrenheit — so it is nice
enough to dip your feet in or
snorkel, if you
bring your own
gear. There are
few local restau-
rants on Zamami
Island, and the in-
formation desk at
the port is always happy to offer
recommendations.

To see a whale up close is a
rare opportunity, and many en-
thusiasts travel great distances
hoping to catch a glimpse. But
on Okinawa, world-class whale-
watching in the winter is only a
short ferry ride away:.

ichihashi.aya@stripes.com

The waters of Furuzamami Beach are relatively warm in winter,
- reaching about 68 degrees Fahrenheit - so it is nice enough to
- dip your feet in or snorkel, if you bring your own gear.
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Stripes Sports Trivia

The stories and highlights of Bo Jackson are hard to top. Baseball, football, track — he did it all. And
did it all at a high level. The once-in-a-generation athlete seemed super-human at times. Unfortu-
nately, though, Bo was human, and injuries cut his NFL career short. He played in only 38 games to
be exact. He played in more games (45) at what university?
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