more great reasons to stay)

+free breakfast
+free internet
+weekly manager reception

L Be Our Guest!
&1 Stay with Navy Lodge
|- | while traveling in Japan.

. Yokosuka: 243-6708
Atsugi: 264-6880
Sasebo: 252-3601

WORLDWIDE LOCATIONE
1-800-NAVY-INN Navy-lodge.com
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v 1 met my st

& Lodge

Write a messageé to your
raduate in this space.
You can write up toa

maximum of 20 words.

sender's name

I

Congraiulate
a 2019 grad!

Our annual Grad Tab
highlighting Pacific DODEA high
schools and their graduating
classes will appear in the May
31 edition of Stripes Japan.

For just $19, customize your
own message that will appear
in this keepsake edition.

What you need:

e A photo of the graduate

e Graduate’s first name

e Your name, as you want it to
appear in print (e.g. “Suzy &
Steve” or “Mom & Dad”)

e A congratulatory message of
no more than 20 words

e The graduate’s high school

Send info by May 20, 5 p.m. to
PacificGrad @stripes.com
and a Stripes representative
will follow-up with you right
away.

GOLDEN WEEK GOES
PLATINUMTHISYEAR
PAGE 24

Special 8-page
pullout inside!

NICOLAS ORTEGA
4TH GRADE,
JOAN K. MENDEL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

0 you want to know how | got my stepmom? If so,
Dit is pretty funny; well here it is...
The day was the 4th of July 2010, in Mountain
Home Idaho and it was just me and my dad because he
just had a divorce with my real mom, when | was two
years old. So we were at a store food court and we were
with my dad’s friend, Tiff, my soon to be new mom, be-
cause my dad and her were kind of friends a little already
but still barely knew each other very well. She was talk-
ing to one of her friends she had at work. My dad was
in a daze because he was staring at Tiff, because she
is a beautiful woman. Tiff had already ordered her food,
which was two cinnamon sticks, two big ones. That was
the moment my soon to be new mom fell in love with me.
| went over to Tiff and took one of her cinnamon sticks

in my mouth sneakily. Once my dad saw | had something
in my mouth my dad looked at Tiff's food tray and didn't
see any crumbs so he said, “ Nic give it back.”

5o, | gave him a look that meant, “Not today. I'm not
going to give it back.”

Then Tiff said, “No, it's okay.”

So, | took that answer as a free for all and took the
the last cinnamon stick and ate it. Then Tiff gave me a
look that said are you kidding me! And that's how | met
my stepmom for the first time. Then, my mom invited
me and my dad to the firework show on the Fourth July
in Mountain Home.

Now, to this day, my mom tells me this story and she
says she didn't fall in love with my dad that day, she fell
in love with me. That is how | met my stepmom. | hope
everyone who reads this will remember a happy time of
their lives.

like being a Military child because I am under protection. I am under protection with the fences around the
base, so I feel very safe. I think having a lot of people around the base helps people. Every person on base

is very nice and they will help you.

I think that it fun to travel to different places. I get to learn what other countries do. Lastly, I get to
make new friends and my mom gets her dream job. I am happy moving here for my mom because it is her dream
Job and wouldn't you want to do your dream job? I like making new friends because it is fun to have a change.
I am not that type of person to change but I kinda like it here and I got use to it. I think living in a new place
like Japan is different. I like the Japanese culture because they are really respectful and they bow when you

see them.

Those are all of the reasons I like being a Military child.

Story and drawing by Gabriella,
3rd Grade, Iwakuni Elementary
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NEW SANNO PRESENTS

ﬂ

TNotren s Day

BRUNCH
MAY 12, SUN

10:00 - 15:00
ADULT $29.95
CHILD $14.95 (6-12)

The Classical Ensemble
entertainment

11:00-11:30
11:50-12:20
12:50-13:20

[ o

TOKYO, JAPAN

www.thenewsanno.com

Celebrating
Month of the

Military Child

Editor’s Note: Just
like last year,
almost every
student
at Shirley
Lanham

submitted work
for Month of the
Military Child.
They sure have a
knack for great
drawings and
writings. Check out
their super work
on Pages 2-11.
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Slethets Bay
DINNER
AT KIKUY,
'i o 5

Room Pac 5 are Available

NEW SANNO PRESENTS

SATURDAY

JULY 13

DOORS OPEN 1830
ADMISSION, THEMED BUFFET DINNER
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING
$49 / person

SORRY NO ONE UNDER 20 YEARS OF AGE PERMITTED

BOOK NOW!!
229-7151, 03-3440-7871 EXT. 7151
events@thenewsanno.com

Tickets are Non-Refundable

THE NEW SANNO
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TYOUR LIFE

TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE IN JAPAN
AND TWO YEARS IN THE U.S.

RECOGNIZED BY THE HIGHER LEARNING COMMISSION IN THE US AND THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION IN JAPAN

DEPENDENTS OF MILITARY PERSONNEL
Lakeland is an excellent transition university for military dependents finishing high school. Small class sizes and close supervision
by faculty make transition from high school to university easy.

Lakeland University Japan has all the US Military Educational Benefits Available.

(Post-9/11 BILL, YELLOW RIBBON, VET ED, DMA 189, MONTGOMERY GI BILL)

We also offer all the FAFSA opportunities available at US based higher education centers.

AT LUJ, students can:

Commute from home in many cases
Make new friends easily in the family-like atmosphere

Receive the two-year Associate of the Arts degree in 19 months

Enter competitive universities more easily as A.A. degree graduates than high school graduates

Automatically receive a scholarship upon transferring to the main campus in Wisconsin as LUJ graduates

LAKELAND
UNIVERSITY-JAPAN

LUJ.LAKELAND.EDU

LAKELAND UNIVERSITY
JAPAN CAMPUS

5-7-12 Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-0022
EMAIL: admissions@japan.lakeland.edu
TEL: 03-3225-0425 Fax: 03-3225-0428

Tyeis Kemp

Kinnick High School Alumna
and a LUJ Graduate

“Lakeland  University Japan
Campus (LU]J) is a school that
provides an environment with
students from all around the
world, which was perfect for me
after graduating from high
school at an American military base. There are a variety of
classes from which to choose from. These classes help guide
me to seek my future major.

Being an LU]J student changed my perspective significantly.
It certainly has shown me a diverse environment as the
campus is located in the city of Tokyo and many opportuni-
ties are filled within this college. For example, there are
temples and shrines to visit not too far from school. Also, the
size of each class is quite small, which makes it easier to get
individual help from the professors. There is nothing compa-
rable with studying in a delightful locale in a beautiful coun-

tly, ”»

Quinn Borders

Lakeland
University Japan
Academic Program

My name is Quinn and growing
up I lived mostly in America. I
was thankful to not have to
move very often because my
dad was already close to serving
20 years in the military, at which
point he retired. When I was 16
we moved to Australia, but I
had always been really interested in going to Japan. It started
with meeting our neighbors, whose father was also in the
military. They had just moved back from Japan and I became
really good friends with their son, a half Japanese-American.
Eventually, I went to Japan by myself when I was 18 because I
really wanted to learn the language. I started at a language
school and then was having trouble finding a university that
even knew what the GI Bill was. That was when I found Lake-
land University and talked with the Dean and was interviewed
by staff. Once I was accepted after the interview, the school
was very quick with starting me on the GI Bill from my
father's service. I really do appreciate my father giving the GI
Bill to his two kids. If it weren't for him, I wouldn't be able to
attend this great school.
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Check out more military children stories at:
militarychild.stripes.com

) -
Send your Month of the Military Child submission to .' p
MilitaryChild@stripes.com by April 30! Q
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HAYAMA

international school

ALOHAYAMA

DATE: SUNDAY, MAY 19TH, 2019
TIME: 11:00 ~ 16:00

APRIL 19 — APRIL 25, 2019
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Mrs. Colar

Mrs. Thomas

Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Shirley Lanhom Elementary School

3rd grade
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lucky one. I've lived in Japan for Eight years.

That’g pretty rare for a military child- 've
seen people come and go, even some of my
closest friends, but I keep pushing, because we
have ways to stay in contact. My parents made
sacrifices just so we could stay here. Just like
how my dad went to Korea so we could stay
here. I’'m making sure to call him in every night.
My mom made a sacrifice by quitting her job
when | was born. My family has a complicated
story. We’ve seen our fair share of ups and
downs. I’ve gained friends, I've lost friends,
all of it. Still, | keep making new friends. | do it
because | know if | remember them, they might
remember-me; which-means we-could-stilt-be
friends. One poem | know convinces me to keep
doing this-*“Make new friends; but keep the
old, one is silver, and the others gold.” Catchy,
right? Tn all seriousness, this poem can teach
you a lot, especially about your friends, and
how if their good people, you shouldn’t just
replace them. | say this because you’ll move
a lot as a military child. You’ll go new places,
meet new people, and many cool things like
that. See, if you think about it, that’s not that
bad. That’s just my perspective of life as a
military child.

lam a-military-child, not-aregular-one; but-a

- Marcos Gueits

here are a lot of pros and cons about

being a military child. Life as a Military

Child is hard. But | am the one being
told by my friend or my best friend that they
are moving. It is very hard when you’re best
friend tells you that they are moving. There is
a kid in my class hamed Marcos. His dad has
been TDY in Korea for a long time. | have known
Marcos since Kindergarten. He is moving in
three months. It is hard since | have known him
for such a long time. Marcos always makes me
laugh and have a good time. My best friend’s
name is Rylee. | have barely known her for a
year. She just came to Japan. A few months
ago, she told me that she is moving next year.
We play together almost everyday after school.
| am going to be very sad when she moves. Why
does she have to move? Why is the life of a
friend as a military child so hard?

- Akira Harris

ife as a military child is great. | like how |
L get to go places that are cool with my family

and | get to visit other bases. | get to go to
a school that is on base. The more | am usually on
base the more | feel safer than being off base.
What | do not like about being a military child is
that | always have to move to a different state or
country, and | miss my friends. While my parents
are working and | am in school learning about math
and other subjects, | sometimes learn about
wmilitary children.

- Micah Porter

ife-as a military child is-exciting. It’s fun
L being a military child because we get to

do-fun-activities-off base;-and-we-get-to
travel. Some other good things are, that you
can getacheap plane ride toother countries:
We were able to go to Hawaiil. It’s fun to travel
off base. Tlike it here in Japan because there’s
two pools on base. | like it because it’s cool how
at parties you can rent bouncy castles. On Sat-
urday, March 23, we had a party with a bouncy
castle. When we have barbeques, we get to
stay out late and play hide and seek. Next year,
we might go on a month long trip. [ love being a
wmilitary child though because we travel to new
places and we eat at amazing places with good
food. We are lucky-that there are American
Air Bases in Japan. Sometimes being a military
child-is-hard-because-you-don’t-know-if you’re
going make friends with the neighbors. The
only thing tdon’t tike is moving often because 1
don’t have friends when [ first move and go to a
new school. I'am shy because |'don’t know what
it’s going to be like.Being a military child is
fun,hard, and annoying because of moving. So
that’s being a military child.

- Ethan Asher

am not a military child, but | know the sad-
, ness of being one. | am probably staying in

Japan until college, but there is bad news. I'm
going to lose all my friends. But | will always
make hew friends. My dad said to welcome
every single new kid more than anybody else
because you know it is hard coming from
somewhere else and leaving friends or family.
I have had 12 of my best friends move because
they are military children. | will have two other
friends that are moving this summer. | have
been in Japan for so long that my dad lets me
go anywhere | want to go by myself. A good
point for living in Japan is that it is one of the
world’s safest countries and most of Japan’s
produce is fresh. But in Japan money can be
very confusing. Ten dollars is one thousand yen
in Japan. A sad thing about Japan is that there
are no lightning bugs or squirrels. When new
kids come to Yokota air force base they talk all
about their old homes and how they miss them
and sometimes | get jealous because | never
had that experience. That is how [ feel to not be
a military child.

- Emily Kitts

cele

Yokota West

Editor’s Note: Patrea Threatt’s
ctudents have a lot to say. An{i they
gay it well. Great writing, kids!

y hame is Dale Bonney. | am a Fifth
Iv l Grader from Yokota West Emeanle-

mentary. My life as a military child is
good and bad.

One good thing about being a military child
is that you go everywhere. | mean, |’'ve been
to three continents. I've been from Belgium
to Mississippi. Mississippi to North Carolina.
Finally, from North Carolina to Japan. Being
born and stationed in Belgium was lovely. |
vigit every year. | am going to live there after
Japan. Mississippi was my first taste of the
states. It was also my first smell of cigarettes,
disgusting!. Mississippi is one hour away from
New Orleans. | really love that city. North
Carolina was great. Even though | practically
lived in suburbia, Raleigh was one hour and
fifteen minutes away. It had great museums. |
how live in Japan.The capital of Japan is a giant,
bustling, metropolitan city.

There are also bad things about being a
military child. You loose a lot of friends. You
move from base to base and you end up having
to start all over when it comes to friends.
Another bad thing about being a military child
is deployments. Your parents go to dangerous
places and run the risk of not coming back.
Before | was born amy dad deployed to Af-
ghanistan. He had to get into a bunker because
the base he was at was bombed by the Taliban
several times. My late Grandmother must have
been terrified about what might have happened.
Several times, my dad deployed to Kuwait. |
wag scared for him. Another bad thing about
being a military child is being away from your
extended family. | have family in Virginia and
Belgium that | rarely see.

| have told you about the good and bad of
being a military child. Although for me, it is
<00n going to end. My dad is retiring soon and
we are going to move back to Belgium | am very
excited to soon ho longer be a military child.
Also to be close to many interesting European
countries!

- Dale Bonney

T he life of being a friend of a military
child is difficult, but also is kind-

of awesome! When friends leave
sometimes you feel like you don’t have any
friends anymore. The good things about being
a military child is that it makes you way more
confident and more curious. | think it’s the
coolest thing that | get to drive across a flight
line every day!!! | also get to experience all
these different cultures and | think Japan

has the most fascinating culture. | think our
class goes on the best field trips, Once | got to
explore a C1-30!! If you don’t know what that
is, it’s a cargo plane. | love to study planes and
old combat tools also known as guns:) I'm so
lucky to live on a air base. | used to live in Sic-
ily, a place in ltaly. It’s nothing like Japan. It’s
almost funny. | had a friend named Calvin and
he moved to Hawaii. Just think of how jealous |
wag. | knew him from second grade. We played
soccer every day together. We still talk till this
day on hangouts. [ think it’s awesome being a

military connected child!
B thing from excitement, to opportunity
and to challenges. First of all, it is
always exciting to meet new friends. Meeting
friends from all over the United States is
very interesting and fun. | can learn so much
from them by just asking, where did you come
from last? They usually have a lot to say about
past living space within the United States and
sometimes overseas. No matter where they
came from, | usually get to know the military
child a little more at the Youth Center.

Playing video games and Ping Pong usually
makes us closer together. Sharing food and
snhacks also makes us bond even more and
brings down the nervousness we have inside
of us. Secondly, learning different cultures
and languages from a military child is a great
learning opportunity. With sharing some of
their pasts cultures, the military child also
brings the popular trends, gadgets, and gaming
information with them from the U.S to us. This
really excites us and creates an opportunity
to quickly bond and become very close friends
with one another. Lastly, the challenging part
about making a good friend, especially when
you are older is when it is time to PCS, it’s hard
to let go of the friendship that was built. When
| was few years younger, having to say goodbye
to friends was easier because | would forget
them. However, now that I’'m older, I’m begin-
hing to remember a lot of fun memories with
friends that will be hard to let go of.

- Adrien Ekiert

eing a friend of a military child is every-

- Takumi

b‘d\'\ng

y hame is Naethan Manaloto and |
M am a wmilitary child. My dad served in

the military for 17 years. Being in the
military is pretty hard sometimes especially
when | have to move to different bases. | say
that it’s hard because | have to leave my friends
and people | know in that base. But | make new
friends and make new memories with them. |
was born here in Japan and lived at Yokota but
I never knew | lived here before when | was
small. Then we moved to the Philippines where
my parents were born at .Then when | was 4 we
moved to Hawaii but my dad was deployed. | re-
ally liked their culture and people.Then my dad
came back and we went to this base in the UK
called Lakenheath. | stayed there for 3 years
and that was my first place | went to in Europe.
After that | went back to Philippines again for
1 year then | moved here. This is my first year
here in japan and | already love it. | still have
3 more years here. There’s also opportunities
to see different places. My dad will retire in a
few more years and my parents are thinking of
going to Florida.When | grow up | want to be in
the navy it’s pretty hard but | will do whatever
it takes But for now | will just live my life as a
military child. Everywhere | have been on base
has really nice places and really nice people.
When | leave I’'m really gonna miss this base.

- Naethan Manaloto

am a friend of a military child. That means

that my friend’s mom or dad serves in

the military. They move very often so a
friendship may not last very long. Imagine
losing a very best friend you have known for
since first grade. That feeling can hurt you for
a long time when they move away. The parents
are deployed to somewhere around the world
for a few years and then they get deployed
somewhere else or they come back.

Although it might be a difficult when your
friend | away, but you can always be in touch
with them by emailing them. They can tell you
about the food and culture they have in the new
place they are living in. It can be a very good
time listening to all the things your friend had
gone through and be with them.

When you are in a base, it is different from
living outside of base for a few reasons. One is
that the foods are different, like in the base,
there are more American foods than Japanese
foods. Two, is that they speak more in English
than Japanese on base.

When you move very often, you meet many
people and make many friends, but when
you move away again, it can be very hard to
say goodbye. Also, if you move to a different
country, you will have to learn their language
and sometimes, it will take months to learn
that language, like how [ first went to America,
l'only knew how to speak Japanese <o | had to
learn English. | also had to adapt to the new
culture, traditions, and a lot more. | compare it
like starting a new life. When you start a new
school, there will be new friends, teachers, and
rules to follow. But when you be patient and
quickly adapt to the new changes, that difficult
time will eventually pass and you will start liking
your friends and teachers.

Many kids of a military family will feel proud
of being a military child because their parents
are keeping our nation safe.

- Taylor Zhang

i my hame is Logan and my dad works

in the Navy. He has worked in the Navy

twenty-eight years. And | have lived in
three different places. | was born and lived in
Hawaii for seven years and | loved it. | loved
Hawaii because of the weather and the people.
Then | lived in California and had a good time at
the school and had fun at sports. Now | live in
Japan-and-the food-is weird; but-good-And-it-is
very different here. The culture is way differ-
entto the culture | am used to. Though | have
a lot of good friends here. My favorite thing
to do in Japan is to sight see. One of the worst
things when you move to a different country is
Jet lag. When [ first moved to Japan, | went to
bed at 5:00 pm and woke up at 3:00 am. You
get used to it after a few months. | have lived
in Japan for about a year and a half. When |
first got to Japan | was hervous but happy to be
in a different country. The flight was fourteen
hours. Though as soon as | landed | was excited.
The first thing | wanted to do was explore. | was
shocked when | got into my house because it is
<0-smalll-One-of the-best-things-that-has-hap-
pened to me in Japan is meeting all my friends.
This Japanese house is small but I have always
lived in small houses. So life as a military child
i difficult sometimes. However, you get to
explore so much, <o it is also fun.

- Logan Cheramie

month’of the Military Chjjq

Flementary School
_Sth grade

ife as a military child. This is an interest-

ing topic to write about. This is interest-

ing-because you-can’t-hear just one
person’s story to really understand it. Life as a
military-child-means-different-things for-differ-
ent people. Now, it’s time for my story. | was
born in Oklahoma, the youngest in my family,
with two other siblings. Later in life | learned
that shortly before my birth, another sibling,
Samuel, had died three hours after birth.

Lauren is oldest in our family. She is eigh-

teen and in College now. My brother, Stephen,
is fifteen and in High School. | am eleven years
old and in fifth grade. My mom is a long-term
substitute. My dad is a Colonel in the Air Force.
Since my dad i in-the Air Force, 1 have lived in
seven different places, and have basically trav-
eled the world. Twas born in OKlahoma, then |
moved to Alabama. From Alabama | moved to
Germany. After Germany, | moved to Hawaii.
Then, | moved from there to Korea. Next, to
lllinois. Finally, | live now in Japan. Everytime |
move. | say goodbye to a lot of people. Although,
it is not all that bad. You get new experiences
wherever-you-go--You-get-perks;-too!-You-get
an ID/Privilege card. You also get access to
almost everything on base. You get free food
from places like Chick-Fil-A. When you live
overseas then you gef free heating in your
house. Although, You don’t always live on base.
In Germany, | didn’t live on base. Instead, |
learned German and got by just fine. Germany
is my favorite place [ lived. In Germany, | went
to a German school. | was the only kid who
spoke English. My teacher would pull me out
of class and teach me some German. After
awhile | could speak pretty fluent German. That
ig pretty cool. Being a military child taught me
German. | like all the places | have lived, too. |
Just don’t like them as much as Germany. Being
a military child is fun, F-U-N FUN.

- Logan Berck

dren. | also know how they feel because

| used to be a military child. This essay
is about how the life of a military child, and
being a friend of multiple military children is
hard. | was born on an Air force base in Japan,
then moved on an Air Force base in Louisiana.
After my dad retired, | had to move away from
all my friends. | moved to Georgia and | had to
make hew friends and that was hard because
people didn’t know me. | made new friends
right away, but [ still missed my old ones.
Since | was living off base, most of my friends
did not move. | stayed in Georgia for about
three years and then | had to move again! This
time, | was moving back to Japan! My dad had
Jjust been hired for a new job working on the
same base where | was born. | had a lot of
emotions. | was glad, sad, worried, excited,
anticipated, etc. | really wanted to meet my
family in Japan, but | also didn’t want to leave
my friends. When [ arrived in Japan, | met my
grandma, grandpa, uncle, and two cousins.

They picked my family up from the airport.
| was very glad to see them. On the first day
of school, | was very shy and didn’t want to
talk to anyone, but everyone was very hice
so | got used to talking with them. In the end,
moving is a good thing because you will always

make new friends.
B travel to new places and best of all,
meet new friends! Sometimes you have
to move away from your friends or sometimes
your friends move away from you, but you
get to ride a plane, which is very fun, well to
me it is. Being a military child is a lot of work
because you have to travel, then go to a new
school. When you go to a hew school you don’t
have many friends. The worst part is that your
parent in the military has to go to a new base.
Of course they come back, but it could be a
long time. | am proud to be a military child!
Being a military child is a lot of fun! | hope you
liked my essay on being a military child!

, have many friends that are military chil-

- Eian Flowers

eing a military child is fun. You get to

- Naylene Bonura
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i, My name is Rylee Choate and today |
“ will tell you why | don’t really like being

a military child. Well, | don’t hate it.
| just don’t particularly like it. You see [ just
don’t like moving every three years, or saying
goodbye to friends. Here are some more
reasons with stronger details. | will say some
reasons that are really cool and some that are
not. Here are some reasons why it is good. You
get to go to some cool places. | might not like
moving, but you can go to awesome places, such
ag Germany. When | was in Germany, and my
dad said that we were moving again, | thought
we would move to Kansas, but we were lucky
enough to move here to Japan. Sure, | was sad
but | would make new friends. Reason two. You
can make brand new friends, though. you might
be sad for a few weeks. When [ first moved
here | was so scared. My first day of school
here was a disaster. | was all alone then some-
one came up to me and we became really good
friends. We hang out almost everyday after
school. And ber three: the adventure.
When you move you get to go to new places. |
am so glad | moved here. There are so many
cool places in tokyo. Like the Tokyo Tower and
the New Sanno. And i’m glad | lived in Germany.
There are so many great places in Germany.
There are are a lot of ruined castles there.
Also in europe there are cool countries you can
go to like Italy, France, and England,. Now here
are some bad reasons about being a military
child. Number one. Saying goodbye. | remember
the day | left my friends. It was on my birthday
June 13. You might think oh lucky her birthday
i on the last day of school. Well if you think
that, then you are <o wrong. Imagine saying
goodbye to all of your friends on your birthday.
Talk about worst birthday present ever. Num-
ber two. Going to a hew environment. Some-
times you have been somewhere for so long
that you have adapted to that place and your
like I’'m never leaving. Let me just say, that’s
wrong. The moment you start to adapt, your
parents call you down and they say “we are
moving”. They say that with excitement like it’s
the best thing ever. The next day | tell my one
friend and she starts balling out crying. Then
we both started to cry. We have known each
other ever since first grade!! So we spent every
single second that we could together. Good
thing our brothers played baseball together. We
went everywhere together. And the day she left
| felt a part that was taken away from me like a
piece of my heart just left me. We still talk on
the phone. When | have something bad happen-
ing | would tell her. And last but certainly not
least the sad Well in lusion, I’'m ok
with being a military child.

- Rylee Choate

ello, | am Howard. I’'m a military child. You
H may think everything about being a military

kid ig great, but not everything is great
about it. When you move place to place you move
away from good friends and family. Also moving
away from awesome houses. | also don’t like
that my dad, who works in the military, is always
0 busy and | don’t have much time to spend
time with him. The good things are that | move
to awesome places. The awesome places have
hew friends. Another awesome thing is that | am
spoiled. | have bunch of toys and legos, Trans-
formers, and a ps3 and ps4-. | have 4 people in
my family. My Mom, sister, Dad and Me. | was
born in Germany at Ramstein. After Germany |
lived in California for 2 years, then Georgia for
3years, then Virginia for 2 years, and now here
in Japan for about 3 years. | am moving back to
Virginia in June | moved to many places, and |
have had many cool experiences. | go on many
vacations and visit family often. | will tell you one
of the best experiences:.playing on a Japanese
soccer team. We play a crazy amount of hours. 4
to & on Saturdays and many Sundays too. | made
many friends on that team. | also have many
extra curricular activities, like Soccer, jiu jitsu,
boy scouts, after school clubs, and guitar. | am
truly thankful of being a military child.
L being a military child because we get to

do fun activities off base, and we get to
travel. Some other good things are, that you
can get a cheap plane ride to other countries.
We were able to go to Hawaiil. It’s fun to travel
off base. [ like it here in Japan because there’s
two pools on base. | like it because it’s cool
how at parties you can rent bouncy castles.
On Saturday, March 23, we had a party with a
bouncy castle. When we have barbeques, we
get to stay out late and play hide and seek. Next
year, we might go on a month long trip. | love
being a military child though because we travel
to new places and we eat at amazing places with
good food. We are lucky that there are American
Air Bases in Japan. Sometimes being a military
child is hard because you don’t know if you’re
going make friends with the neighbors. The only
thing | don’t like is moving often because | don’t
have friends when [ first move and go to a new
school. | am shy because | don’t know what it’s
going to be like.Being a military child is fun,hard,
and annoying because of moving. So that’s being
a military child.

- Howard Abel

ife as a military child is exciting. It’s fun

- Timothy Mahoney
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s a friend of military children, It’s
A hard and fun. [ will tell you how a

military kid | knew from kindergar-
ten is leaving to move to England. There is a
boy in my class hamed Marcos. Right now he
i eleven years old and he is my best friend.
When a girl told my class she is moving,
Marcos also said he was moving. | thought
he was joking, but | was wrong. | asked his
mom if he really was leaving and sadly she
<said yes. | cried all night thinking my life
was over. My mom heard me crying and
she said, “There is ho need to cry, Jordan,
| know Marcos is your friend but not all of
your friends get to stay forever. We are
lucky that we get to stay in Japan for as
long as we like. When Marcos leaves there
is always a new kid that comes.” | thought
about those words but nothing changed. |
went to school the next morning and | asked
when he would be leaving. He said some
time in June. | thought, If he is leaving in
June then these last months with him will
be the best last months to live in. | continue
following that rule today. If you liked the
story then | have another one for you. In
first grade | had a friend named Aubrey. |
liked her because she is funny and makes
me happy whenever I’'m sad. | knew her all
the way up to second grade. In the third
quarter she told me she was going to move
to Kansas. | didn’t cry but | was really sad
b then | ldn’t have sleepovers and
playdates. Once again | was wrong. | found
a friend in third grade named Sophia. When
| first saw her | thought she was weird.
On the fifth day of third grade she moved
my backpack off the hook and hung it on a
different one. | was irritated because the
hook was the first in the line of hooks by the
classroom. This happened for seven more
days and on the eighth day | said “Enough is
enough!” [ will not have this Sophia girl take
my hook. | went up to her face and yelled,
“Stop moving my bag!” She simply said ok
and moved along to finish her work. Now |
thought she was annoying and weird. Uh!
| do not know how many times I’ll say this
but | was wrong. We became best friends.
We would do school clubs together and
playdates. Before the last day of school,
she told me she is moving to North Carolina
in the morning. | asked if | would be able to
go to school and say goodbye to her but she
said no. | said goodbye to her and hugged.
So those are some times important friends
have to leave. Next time you see a hew kid,
become friends you’ll never know if they’ll
be your best friend.

- Jordan Kitts

ello, | am Conrad Adams. | am a mili-

tary child. | have moved all over the

world. From Arizona to France, and
Virginia to Japan. | was born on September
25, 2007. | am eleven years old and live
in Tokyo Japan. In either 2007 or 2008 |
moved-from Tucson, Arizona to-California. |
lived there for 6 months and then moved to
France-in-about-2009-Hived-in-France for
three years. When | was four or five | moved
to Virginia: tived there for another three
years and moved to New Mexico at 7 years
old. T have one older sibling named Lukas
Adams. He was born on June 14, 2006.
He is now twelve years old and soon to be
thirteen. My dad serves in the air force. He
flies the UH-1 or, the Huey. The UH-1is an
utility helicopter.

My father served in Afghanistan, Africa
,-and Iraq. He protected our country and
the people in it. Not only did he do this, he
had help from others and they did the same.
Ag a military child, | am proud to make this
stand-and-take pride-in-it- When-my-dad-was
deployed | lived with my brother and mom.
think tam lucky, because other families
haven’t seen their moms or dads for at least
a year, maybe more. Living as a military
child can sometimes be hard, but is always
an adventure.

Being a military child is exciting because
I’m always traveling and doing new things.
| get to try new foods and experience
different cultures. | enjoy being a military
child and it is fun and enjoyable. | have been
to so many places in such a short amount of
time. It is hice being a military child because
| am always making new friends. One of
the hardest parts of being-a military child
is moving. You hever know what to expect
and-teaving-your friends-can-be-hard-Being
a military child has its pros and cons and
alwayg is an amazing, exciting, full fletched
adventure.

- Conrad L. Adams

ello, my hame is Evan. | have many
” friends that have a life of a military

child. | sort of live my own life as a
military child, because | live on a military
base.. | moved many times to many differ-
ent places. | was born in Phoenix, Arizona
on June 11, 2008. Then | moved to another
house in Phoenix. When | was two | moved
to Japan and we stayed at the Kanto Lodge
at Yokota Air Base. | wag in our room when
the big earthquake hit on March 11, 2011.
After that we moved to a tower on the West
Side by our school. 3 years later we moved
to the East Side and we were close to
Mendel Elementary School. But | had just
graduated from Hamura Zenrin Yochien
which is like 3 years of kindergarten and |
had already started at Yokota West. After
we moved to the east side my mom started
working at Mendel. 2 years later we had to
move because of the civilian rule that you
can only live on base for 5 years. We moved
off base and we have lived there ever since.

My favorite food is sushi. | go to a sushi
restaurant in Fussa City. My favorite sport
is soccer. Then comes baseball. | play soc-
cer every year. | get to travel to other bases
and play against them, which is super fun.
They also travel here and play against us.
Almost everything that is open to families is
open to civilians.

Although it is sometimes hard on me
when other friends move. | put up with
it. Many of my friends have moved away
but | keep on making new ones. Because
I have a lot of friends. | can see them at
public events or other places. Everybody is
friendly generally speaking.

On this air base | see many different
types of planes and helicopters. C130s are
stationed here and <o are Ospreys. But
those aren’t the only planes that come here.
Passenger planes, fighter jets, and other
cargo planes visit often.

These are just a few reasons that | like
being a Friend of a Military Child. [t feels
Just like being a military child. But anyway
thank you for reading my essay. Bye.

- Evan Horne

departioning. That is what a lot

of people think of when they hear
“Military Child”. But if you are a military
child like me, or even if you were, you know
that this is somewhat half of the definion
in-our minds. It’s kind of like going up to a
cop and saying “Do you like donuts?” It’s
more than just moving! Well, if you don’t
like the planes (like | used to be) then brace
yourself! It’s not just moving when your
on the plane. There are vacations, and if
your sibling is in a sports club then you are
expected at their games! And some of them
are FAR away

Technically my first move was when |
was only 5 months old! So | didn’t know my
birthplace very much! | moved to a base
in New Jersey and that was closer to my
father’s family. So pretty much just knew
them as family! We had big celebrations for
holidays or even days we had off! | loved go-
ing to our lake house in Virginia, and having
huge float downs with family!

Right about before | was going into
Kindergarten my parents told me that we
were moving closer to my mom’s family! |
was excited to meet them, but | was always
thinking that we were just going there for
a vacation. Just like we always did! My
brother though (Oufff) he had a rough time!
He had made lots of friends and loved fam-
ily gatherings just as much as | did. | know |
was only like 4 years old and didn’t remem-
ber much but we when my birthday rolled
around | was o suprised! Usually we would
have parties and presents and cake, but my
grandparents didn’t even know! Neither did
my uncle or neice! Only my brother, father
and mother remembered. We had a little
party but it ended by unpacking boxes. So
ho big gatherings or celebrations in japan.

Then | found out that we were moving
AGAIN! My mom knew | wasn’t to happy
because | had just started getting better
with my Japanese! She assured me that |
would find many people from japan and |
would have even better friends. My mom
told me that my dad had got a job on base
<0 me and my brother could go to an mostly
english speaking school. | still worked on my
Japanese with my parents but | guess this
was as close as | could get to the U.S. We
didn’t have a car for some time so we had to
either bike or take the train. | guess these
are the fastest and easiest ways to get
around. These were the customs of Japan!
So if you read this essay next time you think
of “Military Child” It won’t be only planes
and moving. You should think a child with
supportive and hard working parents that
get to learn things from all over the world.
And hag a family everywhere!

F shhhhhhhhh! The sound of the plane

- Camryn Cort
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he reason why I like to be a military child

is because I am responsible, and I get
to tell military time and help my friends at
school. T also learn more things around the
world. I even get to try new foodlll The
best thing about being a military kid is you
get to make more friends. Lastly, I get to
listen to new music, learn more languages,
and learn more games. Being a military kid is
awesome!

By Ra'Jon Goolsby

love being a military because I make new

friends and new people.And I like being
a military child because I get new toys and
other stuff.I like being a military child
because this country could be amazing.I love
being a military child because I can go to
different states and see your friends there
and make new friends there and meet new
people there at that state.Third Reason why
I love being a military child I can go to a
state and visit them like my cousin from very
far away and so we can say hi and stay there
for a couple of days.Now you know why I like
being a military child. Good bye :D

By Victor Majano

get to go to new places T would have never

seen. Like Japan! I would have never seen
Japan if I wasn't a Military Child! Next, I
get to make brand new friends! Also, I also
get a brand new school! I even get to eat new
foods (yumll!). I get to learn new cultures
too! I also get to see awesome cool places.
Such as Kentai bridge, Hiroshima, Miyajima
Island, Bunny Island, and many more! I also
get to learn new languages. This is why T like
being a Military Child.

By Anthony Romero
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like being a military kid because . . .

You get to go places that many kids can't
go, but the sad thing is you have to move
from friends. There are so many things you
can do like learn new languages,meet new kids,
and eat new foods.

You can also go to New Zealand and many
other places and explore.
This is why I like being a military kid.
By Norah Sehnert

Celebrating Month
of the Military Child

eing a military child is the best since I can
learn all about new countries.
When I move a lot I can share facts about
places if my friend is going to move there.
Also, I can meet friends from around the
world, so I won't have to be lonely.
And I want to learn new languages when T
move to new countries.
That is why I like being a military child!
By Alana Jones

like being a military child because I get to
learn about why people join the military.
I like to be a military child because I get
to go on special vehicles like a C130 and It
was Really Loud. I like being a military child
because I get to move to new places like New
York, New Jersey, and Japan. The best part
about being a military child is you get to
meet new friends like my friends Rajon,Caleb,
Victor, and Cj. I love being a military child!
By Nathan Poston
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Editor's Note: Here's some more work from Kimberly Smith's
hardworking students. One of her student's drawings and
writing are also featured on the front page of this edition.
Pretty cool drawing!
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like being a military child because I can

move to new places like Japan, America,
Hawaii, and China. I can eat new foods that I
have never tried, like sushi, coco curry, indian
curry,and steak. I can learn new things while
I am moving to new countries. Also, I can
make new friends and meet my new teacher,
when I go to a new school. I can also learn
different languages in different countries like
Japanese, Vietnamese, Chinese,and Spanish.
That is why I like being a military child.

By Nga Hong

like being a military child because I get to

travel around the world and try new foods.
First, I make new friends and also go to new
schools, and we chose go to Japan. Next,
I have lived in over 5 places like Japan,
Georgia,North Carolina, Virginia,Florida,and
South Carolina. Then, when you move to new
places you meet new people and have lots
of fun.Lastly, you can also learn new stuff.
“That is why I Like being a military child”.
When your mom or dad are gone remember to
call them.

By Sheldon Landrum

he first reason is that I get to travel the

world, and see so many different places
like washington D.C.. I move sometimes at
unfortunate times like on Christmas Eve.
Sometimes I don't like moving because I miss
my friends, but I get make new friends. I
also don't like moving because I don't get to
keep some of my stuff. I don't get to stay
in my normal house I also sometimes stay in
hotels for a little bit also I have to get use
to the smell and the heat during the summer.

By parker bilderback
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Living on Base
The base is sa
fence to protect us.

ause there are @
pec We can play tog

because there isa
fe The base is fun,
lot of children fo
ether at

g:':lg V::";\ There are lots gf par;ksforr:\
the ‘k)mse. T like to play with all of my

friends on the base. By Thomas George

ith Friends )
TQ:;\ of kids. Most of my friends

. . N
T play with my friends a
hool. We learn together and havgt:‘urr\:h
Scd récess together. T also play wi o Y
?:iends ot Dewey Park. We p_lay in e
bamboo forest and make zip lines.

kids to play.
base has so many places for B\; Josiff Miner

Playing
I know
live on the base.

ings about Base
od Thing We have
There are a lot
We like to
that

The Go
The base is sa'tf,e.
fences at our base.
i base.

kids that live on @ 2
ofaylcn' the park. There is a aar‘l;rea
?s close to my house. T like T _e‘_here

by my house. 1t is peaceful.

S h noise.
isn't that mie By Taying Thao-Van

guards and
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A Military Child Life
T am here to tell you about
being a military child. It
sounds hard, but listen. The
first thing is that you move
around a lot. It sounds sad
+o move around a lot, but
you can see new places. It
is an adventure. Use your
imagination. The s.econd
thing is that you will move
from friends, but you will .
make new friends. You won't
be lonely, because there are
many other military children
to play with. You could even
learn new games. The last
thing is that moving places
means going to a new school.
difficult starting a new school,
do it! This is Harvey signing of f!

I can be

Q_Ay Life.as a Military Child
ar!?_gomg To tell you what it's like being
;l military child. As q military child you
ave to move a lot. It can be hard. You

lose your friends, b
. . but you can m
friends at your new base. ake new

Moving also
geans you have to go to a new scghool
can be scary. Yoy will meet new

classmates that can help you. Last you

can explore new places
: when you
That is my military life. e

By Kenya Warner

£

Living On-Base

I like to live on-base.

to wa'lk to a lot of places.

;:zmmassary, shoppette, movie theater, libn
e pool, and even to the school

close to most of my friends '

the park. T love my family 'an

we are part of the military community.

Send your Month of the Military Child

submission to

MilitaryChild@stripes.com
by April 30!

but I know you can

By Harvey Pruitt

The base is small enough
I can walk to the
ary,
I also live
We like to play at
d I am happy that

By Jessa Bolin

'I:’toving and Traveling to Many Places
.s“a part of the military community, you
;,e"r ;novgdand fravel to many places ) You
0 ride in a plane. You can see
. ee so
‘I'An/c'l‘ny clouds when You are on the plane
eatel?kwes mohve, we can try new food 'rc;
e Sushi. We also get to live |
e in
new house and explore. Finally, we ge:'l
To shop for new clothes .

Living in Japan

My family moved to Japan. I like living
in Japan. My family gets to explore

a new country. My school and friends
are on a military base. We like to
play at the parks. The parks have a
lot of equipment to play on. There is

also a lot of room on-base to practice to wear.
riding rip-sticks and to drive my remote By Karen Allen
controlled car. \

By Tristan Deliazard
————— i
g/anlfe as, a Military chilq
g a military ¢ iffi
ot 1he sl ﬁr)‘;e.an be difficult q
be moving a lot.

nd good
One bad thing ml'ghf
Maybe you wil miss
best friend. Another

g Wi changin
Ever'yfhmg is not bad.g I% ‘;‘;,:Jo::zvz ':;r '

$_hr;er‘v; plgc:, You can make new friends
Mmight be a lot of Places to explo.r-e

at your new home
. The last I
that you can live on a safe bClgSOeOd thing is

ey BY Karen Rios

Bef'ng a Military Child
'liimgl;z. mfl!i‘r.ary child can be hard. You have to move q
~-21'S Tiring.  You have to lose friend
to make sacrifices...It's sad o and. g e
.Y
To go to war...They have to. e ded have
Being a military child can

By Gabe King

Being a Military Child

I like being a military child. You get to
move a lot. I live on a base. The base and
school are small. That means that I know
everybody. New kids move here all the
fime. T can always make new friends. I am
happy that my dad is in the military. He
gets to wear a uniform every day to work.

By AJ Leclerc

Military Child

As a military child, we move a lot. I like being

a military child, because I get to go on-base and
go to American military schools. I meet a lot of
friends this way. My school is on the base I live
on. It is a small base and I can walk all around
it. I don't know why we wear purple or celebrate
in April, but I am so happy to celebrate the
military child. I am also proud that my dad is in
the military. He has an important job. Sometimes
my dad has to go away to the states or different
countries. It is sad when he goes away, but I
know he'll always come back. I love my life as a
military child!

Military Community

Being part of a military community is fun
because you can live on a base. The base
has fun things to do. Of course, you can
play with your friends at the
park. You can meet new friends
playing at the park. The base
and school are small, so you
know a lot of kids. Another
part of being in a military
community is moving. You can
move to a new house. You can
have fun exploring and playing in
your new house. You might even
move to a new country. You can
learn about new cultures and new
foods.

By Alexis Kendzie

By Justin Trujillo

_

Living in a Military Community
You can see a lot of things living
in a military community. Seeing
planes in the sky is a cool sight.
You can smell the gas running
out of the engine. The sound
of the boosters running is really
satisfying. Now we are moving
on to helicopters. The wind
makes the grass blow. When it blows, it feels like
1,000 tiny particles hitting you. The wind was so
intense that it blew me backwards. It was so cool
seeing the helicopter take off next to the school.

I also like living on a base. Everything on the base
is walking distance. You can walk to Taco Bell, the
commissary, the library, and the school. You can get
to these places even faster if you ride your bike.
Living in a military community does have ups and
downs. Sometimes you have to move to different
places. You might miss your old place and friends,
but you see new places and meet new friends.

By Josiah Fuller

Editor's Note: Now here's
a good-looking group of
kids who also happened

to be pretty talented
writers. Your teacher,

Wayne Knutson, is very proud

of youl

]I:B:,ing a Military chilq
S cool to be a militq i
ry child, be,
Ei?s 'rlz mee:r.new friends. There aizuzz o
N ofa military community. Yoy can alsmany
gy :l‘ew pPlaces. It s fun to explore ’ i‘ee
rmy, because they have weapon's and

T Like the Base

can protect ys. T - se it is safe. It has
of planes. T Jike bheei Ar'.my can also jump out T like the base, :el:::u e T e has lofs
children. g in a group of military guards o protec . have a playground close

nds.
:f: fr:?ykg\;‘z:e. We like to play there. The

very strong
e good, too. They are VELy = . .
A Z:ré‘esi::d t?p in an earthquake. T like living

on the base.

By Hughie Knight

. . . By Derin Bageant
My Life as a Military Child

I will be telling you about what it's like to be a
military child. It can be good and hard. If you
are a military child, you will have to move a lot.
You might lose friends, but you will be making a lot
of friends. If you lose your best friend, you will
make a new one at your new base. You will miss
your old home, but will have fun exploring your
new home. You might even move to a different
country. How many people can say that they have
lived in a different country?

child
child can be lots of

other places might be
n an airplane.
on the plane.
different states and even

Being a Military
Being a military
fun. Moving o oTh
cool. You get fo r‘ld'e o
They even have movies
You can see '
different countries.
eat with chopsticks an

In Japan, T get 1o
d meet new BFF's.
By Roslyn Unzueta By Saniyah Chavis
T ————————
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arlee has been best friends with my sister

M:nd I for about eight months. I We will
ever forget her. We met on 4th of July.

The first. time we-met,.my.mom.asked. her.to.sit.
with us and talk. When I asked her, her face lit up
with joy! It wasn't too much later we became good
friends. We wish she would never move away. My
greatest challenge as a military child is about my
friends moving away, and the day Marlee leaves
might be be the toughest day in my life.

How I will get over my greatest challenge? I
will call Marlee over the phone every day when we
can after she moves. Also, by remembering the fun
things we did. My sister and I will miss Marlee one
hundred percent but we will not forget her. When
she moves my sister and I will be heartbroken. For
now, we try to have so much fun before she moves.
My mom said the more we hang out with Marlee
the more we will miss her; but this will also help
us to never forget her because we are making so
many memories together. We also like to wateh and
read Harry Potter...I'm almost. done- with.the first
book of Harry Potter which will be the longest book
I have ever finished, and my sister Kennedy is on
the third, and it is all because of Marlee. She is
on the fourth book and got us interested in reading
the series. So, even after Marlee leaves any
time I read or wateh Harry, I will think about and
remember Marlee, helping me get over my greatest
challenge so far as a military child. I hope Marlee
does not worry to much about us after she moves. I
know we will never forget the memories we made.

- Kaylee Craft

lemonade stands in their front yard, they

‘come to my house for jumping on trampolines
and.swimming.These are.some.of -my.best. memories.
It makes me sad but I still miss them. To me the
greatest challenge of being a military child is losing
and getting new friends, like Chloe and Jonah.

T do not like having to lose and get new friends.
I had a lot of friends when I lived in South Caro-
lina, then I lost them when I moved to Japan. This
made me sad. There are things I have done with my
old friends that I can not do with my new friends,
which is hard. The people I used to live with were
best friends forever for seven years. That was a
long time, a lot of memories!

But I have hope! I know the way to overcome
losing friends is I know I am going to get new
friends. For example, my friend Chloe and I would
make slime and bracelets but now I do that with
my new friends. Then, I move and lose my friends
but do the same thing all over again. There are
other-good. things about-being-a Military. child- that
make losing friends easier to deal with. Kids that
are military children have most likely moved more
than regular kids. This is good because we can
have more adventures in our life. This positive
helps make moving away from friends easier. I like
traveling with my family to new countries such
as Japan, Indonesia, and more. I will never forget
about Chloe and Jonah, we still talk sometimes by
phone, but I will always make new friends and new
memories.

South Carolina, Chloe and Jonah running

- Ryleigh Kropog

young turtle was crossing the road about to

be crushed by a car. A man saw this, pulled

over and saved the turtle. Then, the man
lets his-family keep-the turtle for.a few. days.to
see if the turtle was okay. Later, because it was
the right thing to do, he released the turtle back
into the wild to the turtle’s own family. The man

as ... my DAD! This is just one story why T think

my dad is amazing, kind, thoughtful, and caring and
this is one of the many reasons why my greatest
challenge as a military child is when my dad leaves
for work with the Air Force.

My dad doesn't usually leave a lot but recently
he just left for a week. This was upsetting to our
family-because-usually-whenever-he-is-around-the
house we have a lot of fun. He is leaving again
soon and will be gone for five months. I am upset
because he will miss most of our family birthdays.
1 am also upset because he will miss time with our
grandparents when we visit them in the states.

Even though this will be tough on me this will
probably. be-even.tougher-on-my. little brother.and
sister; and I can't forget about my mom, because as
siblings we drive my mom crazy. So, as the oldest
child, me, I will take responsibility and try to help
out in"any way no matter how difficult it is and no
matter what happens. I will do this to help out my
mom for my dad because I feel that will make him
happy. I want to make him happy because he will be
away from us and missing us, too.

- Bailey Boling

said T was not like them. He was in my class.
He was the oldest kid in my class. The other

boys looked up to him and also made fun of me. I
Jjust wanted to punch him so bad, but I knew that
would not help, and only get me in trouble. Easily,
my greatest challenge as a military child is making
new friends because sometimes I meet bullies who
are not nice.

T have moved five times in my short life. Each
time I move it is hard making friends. The first
time I moved from Alabama to Georgia I was too
little and don't remember. However, when I was
six or seven and moved from Georgia to Florida
1 remember meeting a bully on the first day of
school who said I was weird and made me so angry
T wanted to punch him. Instead, I ignored him and
later when I got home I talked to my Mom and
she said don’t worry about what they say, just be
yourself. Then, I talked to my Dad and he said just
ignore them, too. If they keep on doing it talk to
the teacher. The next day I followed my parents’
advice and they stopped bullying me. One of them
even apologised and he became my friend.

So, that was my greatest challenge as a
military child. I overcame that experience because I
have great parents that gave me great advice!

Iwas the new kid and he said I was weird. He

- Jeremiah Jordan

ELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

JOAM K. MEMDEL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Editor’s Note: Trent Andersen’s students, including one that is featured on Page 1 of this paper,
know how to tell a good story. Take a look at what they have to say. Good stuff, kids!

hen the movers come theyll will take

everything - the furniture, my clothes,

my stuffed animals - all of them!
Everything, the movers take everything! The empty
house is my sadness, or even my enemy. I feel so
alone. The quiet in my house is loud and I am sad.
The tears will never stop rolling down my face.
My ereatest challenge as a military child has been
moving away and making new friends. Like right
now, I'm moving in about five months to Virginia
from Japan.

Why is this my greatest challenge as a military
child? Because when I get used to one country and
make new friends, it's like I'm attached to that, they
are apart of my body, my soul. However, when I
move away it’s like my heart shattered into a billion
pieces because I was attached to that place, a lot.

T want to stop that from happening, but I can't
because I can't control that. I have to move where
my family goes.

I'm trying to overcome my problems by trying
to be strong, thinking everything’s going to be
alright. However, sometimes the problem T face
never works out. My family has moved many times.
The one thing that keeps me from fighting back my
problem is getting comfortable with the new place
we live and feeling great about the friendships
I have made. Yes, I have gotten use to where I
live now in Japan and feeling happy, but knowing I
am soon going to have to move again, I sometimes
instead feel like I'm a lonely can that will never be
opened. I've never been to Virgina before so for me
I feel like I'll never get use to that place. I hope
anyone else out there in the world who has the
same problem as me, I would just tell them, always
think there’s always a good side to a new place no
matter how bad it looks. That is what I will do.

- Liko Warden

here are some goods and bads to being a
I military child but I would not change a

thing. However, if I had to write about my
greatest challenge, I would say moving to Japan
has been the most difficult. The reason moving to
Japan is the greatest challenge is because of the
huge language barrier. I am not good at spelling
and writing Japanese. Whenever I move to a new
grade level my classmates seem to be ahead of me
at learning Japanese, and that makes me feel sad. I
would rather be happy by learning Japanese quickly.

Even.though moving to Japan is hard, I.am

proud to be a military child. Why? Because I get
to travel around the world. I am glad that I am a
military child because I can see amazing things like
temples and agriculture; but most all, I am proud of
my parents, my mom is retired from the Air Force
and helps me with different languages like German,
English, and Japanese. My dad is not retired and
works hard every day working for the Air Force. T
hope my family here in Japan can move closer to my
brother, Colton in Illinois because then I would not
need to learn a new.language in the states and I
could get to spend more time with Colton.

- Tanner Sheffield

of people were waiting to get on the plane.

The airport was as crowded as a flock of birds.
As soon as my mom got on the plane my face was
covered with tears. Tt was like a waterfall running
down my face. My greatest challenge as a military
child was when my mom left for work to Korea on
November s, 2015.

This was my greatest challenge because my
mom missed a lot. For one example, she missed my
birthday and my little sister's birthday. Life is hard
when the person you love is all the way across
the sea. It's like two ends of a magnet... that won't
connect.

Even though my mom left, I know she didn't
want to leave: however, she couldn’t control it
because she is in the military. So, I turned my
sadness into happiness. I knew my mom was in Korea
to help people in need. I was proud of her for going,
even though she didn't want to leave. So, what's
the point of being sad when I could be happy. We
started to send each other boxes. My mom would
send things from Korea and we would send things
from the United States.

My dad tricked us. He said his brother was
coming to see us; but guess what, my mom was
coming home. I was sad that my uncle wasn't coming
but I was over excited because my mom came
back! For those people that are going through this
Jjust know, no matter how far away your mom or
dad might be, they are always going to be in your
heart, and nobody can take away your love from
them, but you.

Iremember- the day like it was yesterday. A lot

- Leilany Ware

ad two best friends where T used to live. They

were super nice to me.Their names are Connor

and Kenza. We played tag and other games
after school. I went to Connor’s house and Kenza
came one time so we ran on a slanted wall. It was
fun. T played with LEGOs at Connor's house. These
are a few great memories. Easily, my greatest
challenge as a military child is moving from friends.

I have a hard time moving from best friends.

I don't like moving for other reasons. I don't like
moving on airplanes. I am scared of heights. I

kind of feel like the plane will crash. Also, when
we move our stuff can take weeks to arrive

which means I cannot play with my favorite stuff.
However, my fear of flying and waiting for my stuff
is a small challenge compared to losing friends. My
stuff will come back and planes will land but my
friends cannot move to new places with me.

1 solve this by thinking of the good stuff. I try
not think of how high I am on the plane. Sometimes
time can go by fast so then my stuff comes. And
last, I try to think about how I can make new
friends. Friends like before, like Conner and Kenza.
After that, I feel fine. I still think about my old
friends, but I try not to think about sad stuff. This
is how. I solve my greatest challenge as a. military.
child.

- Hunter Carlson

e went to war. He is brave! He is nice. He

is kind to everyone. He loves his family.

Also, he lets us do erazy stuff like skiing,
ice climbing, and rock climbing. He is my dad! He
is'in the army, and T am a Military child. T like
being a Military child; however, if I had to choose
my greatest challenge I would say it was when
my dad was in Afghanistan and he was in a war.

When my dad went to Afghanistan I was wor-
ried because I did not want him to get hurt. I was
little when my dad went to war. I was scared. My
dad is amazing. I love my dad! He is the best dad
in the world because he is brave and funny, and
the most important reason, he loves all of us!

Even though my worry was as big as the
ocean is deep when my dad was at war, I remind
myself some things I could do to not worry.
Thinking happy thoughts, thinking positive and
wishing my dad good luck, these thoughts help me
not worry about my dad.

In conclusion, I like being a military child
because I can make new friends, and because we
can explore, and €0 to cool places like Japan,
where I live now. However, when my dad went to
Afghanistan I was worried and scared. It was one
of the greatest challenges of my life. I hope my
dad never gets hurt in war if he ever goes back
to Afghanistan.

- Ellie Stull

® T \J

y greatest challenge as a military child
Mis making new friends. I'm not really

that good at making friends. The reason
is they don't take me seriously. They think I'm
not as smart as them. They also think I'm just
playing o joking “around. The good half about
being a military child is that I get to travel and
move to different places. I was born in Italy be-
cause my parents got stationed there for a little
while. I've also been to Canada, USA, Japan,
South Korea, and last but not least, Sapporo. In
conclusion, I hope people do not mistreat others
or judge someone before they get to know people;
and trust me, I know how it feels.

- Azzana Bottani

y greatest challenge as a military child is
moving because when I was moving from
Arizona to Japan I had to leave on the
last day of second grade. I had to leave my best
friends, two people in particular that are still the
best of my best friends, Matty and Matt.
On.the.last.day.of -second.grade I.had.to.say
goodbye to Matty and Matt. One may be asking why
was I so sad? Well, I was so sad about this goodbye
because we use to play this game called Roblox for
hours. Also, when we were at school we would play
games like soccer, tag, and other random games
1 wish I was home in Arizona to see my friends
Matty and Matt again; however, I can overcome
this wish by making new friends here in Japan which
I have done. I will never forget Matty and Matt.
In fact we still talk, online when we play Roblox.
Well not-so-much-Matty. I-wish-matty-did not stop
playing Roblox with me and Matt online.

- Jonas Thorne

and his mini portable pool. In second grade,

while living in Okinawa, I made good friends: for
example, Gavin, Jackson, and Cooper. Gavin and I
played tag at recess. Jackson and I played video
games, went to the Camp Foster pool together,
and we liked Taco Bell. Cooper and I also played
video games, and we went to the beach. I lived
right next to the beach and Cooper was about five
minutes away. We also went to the trampoline
park together like five times. Man, I miss Oki, I
remember the beaches and we were able to touch
sea cucumber’s. Awesome right? When will I ever
have that chance again? I mean, I miss stuff like
that. These are all awesome memories! However,
eventually I had to move from Ohio and later,
from Okinawa. Now I am in Japan, and when I first
moved here I felt like I had lost everything, all
my friends. Without a doubt, moving is my greatest
challenge as a military kid.

After the first time when I moved I was too
young to know how painful because I was a baby
and had no friends, but my second time I moved
I was. older and it made me want to cry so.much
that I felt like it was a bad dream. Unfortunately,
it wasn't a dream, it was real. I didn't want to €0
away. Even if T complained it was no use, I had
to move with my family. The third time I moved
I realized there are seven billion people in the
world. Even if moving is hard, I will never give up.
Because I know there are so many people in the
world, T can always make awesome friends with the
similar personalities. Moving and saying goodbye to
friends is my greatest challenge a military kid, but
writing this essay.I realized an.end.can be a new.
beginning, a chance to find new friends.

In Ohio I remember Aiden and I playing games

- Asher Kellum

y greatest challenge as a military child
Mis moving away from family. I like moving

to new places it’s just that when I move
from.family.it-makes.me sad.-AlL of my-family lives
in Georgia. So it was hard when I moved. Also I've
seen a lot of movies and when people g0 on planes
they crash. So I'm anxious when I take off.

Sometimes when we take off T get a ticklish-
feeling in my stomach. But it's harder moving away
from family because I know I'm not gonna see them
for another six to seven years. My cousin Leo lives
in Georgia and we like the same things. It's nice to
have someone like that because my brother is only
four. So he’s not really fun to play with.

However, my greatest challenge is getting used
to the new place. Like now, with Japan. I thought
Japan was gonna have the same things as Georgia,
like Chick -fla, Chipotle, (I forgot how these are
spelled) and Game -Stop. But, instead, there was
curry, chop-sticks, and sushi. That was probably the
hardest part.

Japan. isn't the same as Georgia, but-it’s nice,
with Mt.Fuji, Yokota Air Base, and the new culture.
I like the food here, especially the eurry. To
conclude, my greatest challenge is moving away
from family, but I know I will come through the
experience.

- Kaden Salcedo

had sleepovers together and we played

WJust Dance 2014 together. We watched
funny videos and went to each other’s

house to play, and walked and talked on the play-
ground. She was easy to talk to, because we both
loved piano and watching funny videos and playing
“Just Dance 2014”. We had a lot in common. Her
name is Isabel and she was, no, she is still, my best
friend since I was five.

First, moving from Georgia was hard to adjust
for me because I lived next to Isabel, my best
friend forever. Now, she lives on the other side of
the world, because I live Japan. We Facetimed each
other five months ago, but that was a kind of an
awkward conversation because we haven't talked in
four years. Nevertheless, seeing each other’s face
was like in Texas when it is a hot summer day but
then a cold breeze comes and one knows everything
will be okay. In other words, seeing each other’s
face was like nothing in the world mattered but the
conversation we had.

Trying to replace awesome friends like Isabel
really is hard for me and this feels like my brain
is going to explode into a thousand trillion pieces!
However, when I moved from Georgia to Japan
1 had to overcome this challenge. I overcame my
challenge of missing Isabel a few different ways.
First, by telling myself I will see here again soon.
I have said that for four years. This may seem like
a long time but the memories of her are still so
strong. Second, I think of the good points of where
T live now. Some pros on living on Yokota Air Base
and living in Japan where I am now is I can try
new foods and see new friends, and travel to exotic
places. Lastly, I am learning new cultures because
Japanese thoughts are different from American
thoughts. All these things help me ease and balance
my pain of missing Isabel. My only eon is missing
Isabel.

In conclusion, missing Isabel is my great-
est challenge as a military child. However, this
challenge can become a strength by not letting
the challenge get in the way of my future if I
move again because I will focus on the positives of
wherever new place my family moves.

- Joshua Hermann

y greatest challenge as a military child is

moving away from friends. I think moving

away from friends is hard because I make
really good friends. Then, I have to leave them
and that is very sad for me and my friends. For
example, almost one year ago, I said goodbye to my
friend Jacob that I just left when coming to Yokota
from Misawa.

T was in Misawa for five years and I made many
good friends, but Jacob was the best one I have
ever met. I had known him for a long time - four
years = and we always played basketball together,
we always talked about cars and how much we
loved them. We were both very sad when I had to
move and I wish that I did not ever move away.
‘When I left, the last time I said bye to him, we
cried.

Even though saying goodbye to new friends is
a tough challenge, I will persevere-through it. I
will persevere through this challenge because I
learned from my teacher that I will have more
suecess when moving out of my parents’ house in
the future when T head for college. Why? Well,

I already know what life is like in a new place
because I already moved so much as a kid from
state to state, even different countries, where I
did not know everyone. So, I am getting good at
meeting new people in new places. Some people are
scared to meet new people when they are older,
but I won't be.

In conclusion, moving away from friends like
Jacob is my greatest challenge as a military child.
However, this challenge can also be a gift because
T will persevere through it. Even though T am sad
when I move, I am still very lucky to be a military
child. T know I cannot control where the military
sends my family, so I will use this challenge as a
strength.

- Malik Martin



APRIL 19 — APRIL 25, 2019

A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION

e had sleepovers and we always

had fun. We drew each other's

faces. The next day we had a
playdate.and-we made up.-stories-and. we
would play fight. We had lots of fun and I
mean lots of fun. These are a few of many
great memories with my friends Sophia and
her sister Jo-Jo. My greatest challenge as
a military child is moving away from friends,
like Sophia and her sister.

Moving away from my friends is tough
because I ecry when I know I may not see
them again. Also, I will ask my mom, “Mom,
do you have this friend’s phone number?”
and my Mom will say, “No-hun; I'm-sorry.”
And, that makes me sad because I can't call
my old friends on the phone. I miss so many
friends like Tyler and Logan. I had a lot of
fun with them because they made me laugh.
Tyler does weird noises and Logan is funny
because I always win when we wrestle.

Moving-away-from.friends.is-tough.and
my greatest challenge as a military child
but I still find things I like about moving
and that helps me overcome my challenge.
What I like about moving is that T get to
meet more new people. I also like moving
because I learn more about where I move.
For example, we moved from the states to
Japan where I am living now. Also, some-
times we g0 back to the states to visit old
friends, like this year I am going to Tuscon
to visit. T will see Logan and I am hoping
Tyler who lives far away from Logan may
come and visit. I hope this happens because
I know we would all have fun together. I
hope too, I can see Sophia and Jo-Jo.

- Addison Brewer

y greatest challenge being a
Mmilitary child is being the new
kid. I have many challenges being

new. One reason is losing good friends, and
a good friend is a person who is patient,
understands me, and does not tell me to do
rude things.

I had a good friend before I moved to
Japan from New Mexico. His name was
Max. My friend Max always waited for me
to get ready for school, he always listened
to what I was saying, and never did rude
things.

1 sometimes think it is hard to make
friends because they can literally be a rude
person, or be a really nice person. When
I do find someone who is really nice to me
like my friend Max I might one day have to
say good-bye because I am a military child.
This is sad. In conclusion, being the new kid
and finding good friends are my greatest
challenges of being a military child.

- Joseph Finegan

e helped me and I helped him. We
leayed tag at recess and with other

friends. We were both into Mine-
craft. These are a few of many memories I
have of Demoni. He was my best friend for
two years when we were living in Germany.
My greatest challenge as a military child
was when my friend Demoni moved.

My friend moving was hard because
after he left T did not have a best friend
anymore. I felt lonely and had a hard time
with partner activities. Once he left we
could not play together, like infection tag.
Also, I started to have trouble with science
and math because we used to help each
other in school. Like a rainy day with nobody
to play with, I missed Demoni.

Even though life was hard without
Demoni, I eventually found a way to lift
myself back up. First, my mom kept in touch
with Demoni’s mom. Demoni and I couldn't
see each other but we could still email.
Next, I found new best friends. Also, I got
better in science and math. Lastly, I started
making new memories and found new games
to play, and my brother is now old enough
to play Minecraft with me. I realize now
that Demoni. made my.life stronger because
challenges can become gifts.

- Bret Shaw
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Today is March 13, 2019. This year sqme_of my
greafestgfriends will be leaving Sasebo, whichis going
%o be hard for me. [n a few years [l be leavmg_whlah l
know will be hard for my newest and oldest frl.ends too.
Qometime the new kids would share where their home is
with me. | don’t know where my home is becauge  have
been to four places in only one or fwo years! We are
constantly juggling from house to house. Before my
mom met my dad, [ and my mom lived in Hawaii with my
grandma, my aunt with her kids and husband, and my
older siblings. When my mom met my dad, we had to move
away from all of my memories, friends, and family. Since
my siblings are many years older than me, they all live
with their own families. To me many positives for my dad
working in the military s that he serves for our country.
My parents and get to travel all over the world and seed
new things. Also, the three of us has more fime to spen
together. Sometimes my parents are doing work so, ( ??
either upstairs watching TV or [ am outside playing wit
my friends. So far, all the place my parents and [ have
been to include Hawaii, Guam, California, and where [
am right now which s Japan. All the places that L have "
been to have been amazing. L hope that my adventures wi
continue to be great! [know that my new adventure will
ctart in two years go, | am excited for that too.

blighed together-

Afew days ago [ learned tha i
for two more arned that instead of staying
o A fﬁ;?rr:yl ;{ﬂ" b.e moving again. Thig ig the

if you add up all the timeg p
ve been there it
2; {)nrgfz than half a year. Luckily, | haveefhew ::m?
Smbry (r! hereg on a”prllow and it says “Home i where
the ane ﬂ?g wroor;l;j BBeui:) ;s a %i!ifary hehild | get to travel
] ! a military child i
experiences you get pay it back t%rielfillj.hard, butfhe

Micah

Granted [ have lived here for almost 7 years [ might
not know how it feele to move a lot but my friends do.

[ have only had two best friends. One left before we
went into third grade and the second [ am going to
move away from and most likely either stop keeping

in touch with or forget. [ have had friends leave while

[ stayed here and watched them go. [ would ery every
night for almost a week until [ remembered it’s just
another friend that left and that [ would make new
friends that would just leave anyway. [ have seen
people come and go almost my entire life. So far [ have
only left one friend that [ can remember. From what

[ can recall we were at a playground. My friend was
wearing pink and [ wag wearing an orange shirt. We
were under the slide and scare kids that were running
that way. They got mad when we scared them but were
too bugy laughing.

[ might not know how it feels to move around a lot
but Lknow how it feels when parents are deployed for
along time. My dad doesn’t work on a ship anymore
(he still hag a military job) but before he stopped
working on a ship he was gone for a long time. Almost
every year when he was on a ship he was deployed
starting before my sister’s bir’fhlra in February and
wouldn’t come back until after my girfhday in March.
When he came back though he would always make up
for misging our birthdays. There are good parts for
parente being deployed too. They get to go to places
you might not be able to go toin all your life. TEey can
bring you back souvenirs from where they went. And
they’re going there for a reason.

One time my dad left for work and 'm going to tell
you that [ wag in second grade maybe. Anyway he
always gave me a hug before work even if [ wag still
asle?, but this time [wag hiding in my parents bed and
he didn’t see me 2o he left before he gave me a hug. [
cried very badly when we got into the car. My mom
said that he would be back. [ will talk to you tomorrow.
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Being a military child is hard. You always have to
move and you are always the new kid. [t is also cool
becauge you get to visit and experience new places. [t is
aleo hard becauge people don’t really know what you’re
going through. Being a military child you are mostly
secured because you are always surrounded by security
guarde and barbed wire fences. [t is also sad when my
dad has to leave. My dad always brings me back gifts
from other countrieg that | may not go and visit for a long
time or not go to at all. More than 50 percent of the time
[ will go to a DOD’s gehool. Another good thing ie sehool
ic always cloge to my house. You also meet, learn, and
experience more things out of your culture. You also can
try new foods and see how they live. It ig hard because
you don’t know what ig going to happen next or go
somewhere. Some %eople may see Eeing a military child is
eagy but it really is hard if you're new. lt i also hard if you
have a little sibling and when you're traveling they always
ery. Soiit is also stressful, or hard to get used to it. Thig is
what it i¢ like to be a military child.

Rudy

Being a military child is very difficult especially when
you have to leave your friends and family. [wag (O years
old when it happened. lt was my last day school. The bell
for diemigsal was about to ring. My friends and [ had
had so much fun that day. We had lunch together and
took pictures. The bell rang. [ was saying goodbye to my
teacher, when one of my best friends walked in. She was
erying. [ told her not to ery or else [ would start erying.
All she did was run up to me and hug me. Then [ started
to ery. Then the rest of my best friends walked in. They
were erying too. We all stood there hugging and erying.
[was o sad [ had to leave all my friends. Today, we still
keep in touch. We send each other packages and letters.
[ mige them go much. Ever since [ left, they haven’t been
hanging out with each other. That makes me really sad.
Abby, [sabella, Ava, Mia and Ruby thank you guys so
much for being there for me. [ love and miss you guys. [n
conclugion being a military child i¢ difficult at times but
you make the best of friends.

Braylee

Hi m Elizabeth, and my story is that lam a military
child, but before [ tell you that story, you'll want to hear
my story before [was a military child. lused to go to
a Mexican school, [ had English class there so [ knew
English, but for some reason my morn made me move
away, from Mexico and California. 'm pretty nervous
when Pm the new kid, but { got the hang of it. After two
years in California, we moved to Japan, but the gnlg
thing [ love about japan is the food, they have weird,
delicious food that [ would like to try. | remember being 4
cad knowing ll have to leave my family, but they still tr;e
to make me happy and make me think that they are ;tll
here with me, and that makes me happy that they still love
me no matter how far L am. Also, [ am now twelve, and my
birthday came along, and they bought a caytke for me, even
though Pm not there with them. So today, fm thinking of
maybe moving back to California or Spain. But let me give
you some advice, if you're a military child, hear this, no

matter how different you are, you will still it in. Eizabeth

amazing [ get to do that. Most kide |
that experience that military chil'drse'r'\q;gf2
eing a military child meane you have to leave your

close friends and that’ i
lots of close friends‘al ;e:(it;gzaejpecra"y e hase

ecauge [ had to fegque my wh'ole family when we moved
[ tis very complicated i
s:r?s'?i'l’(:a!ry afhlld b'ecause there are ?nnadnzosna{;g:;:g ;'?m
Just explained. If you il i
Lelafe to your daq leaving an% orzrgu':'rln"s;lybzht““ljjlfc .
now that they will be right back before you knonsif

Sophia
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What [¥’s Like To Move
[ just realized how tough my life my li,Fe is.lam
leaving J apan. | am leaving my home. [t's hard having
my home. Why do [ even call it home when | kr.\o;u ina
few years Pm just going to have to leave again? [mean
why do L even make friends when U'm going to ha\{e fo?
leave them, like | did today? Why do | do these things?
[ quese it’s because Pm just ccared about going
comewhere with no one to talk to,no one to rely on.
Even when  have to leave them it’s weird because lean
cay | have friends all around the world. Even though
Pll probably never see them again. It etillis nice o
have a bunch of friends. | guess it’s not that bad being
amilitary child. No it still really stinks becauge when
you do leave you feel like you only have yourself, you
have no one to talk o, no one to play with, and you're
justinvisible. That is until you get there and act like
everything i the same when it’s not. You have a new
house, you need to make new friends, and you have fo.
Oh got to go now. Time fo board the plane. Going to go
see how my new life turns out.

Germany

Melanie

6/14/19
A few days ago my family and [ moved to Germany.

[ have no friends and we haven’t seen our houge yet.
Most of our stuff is not here and it is making my mom
atressed. My old school was different so, Pue never
been in middle school though (wag in 6th grade. We
are currently living in the lodge but it is small and
uncomfortable. At the airport we were almost late
for our flight because we almost lost our dog. We
were hoping to move in to our house soon because we
wanted to see all the cool places in the area.

6/21/19

We got our stuff and are moving in to our new
home. lt is very roomy and beautiful. Unlike my old
house thie house has a decent sized backyard, a
basement, and an attic. The backyard is so big my mom
ig letting me buy a pool from Amazon. A new ho’use
means a new houge to decorate with my mess. Pm
thinking Harry Potter style. My friend recomn'\ended
the series and now | can’t stop reading. Speaking of
friends | just made some while getting a tour of my new
school. [t ig very nice and | can’t wait to start.

8/17/19

Yay! School started and all my classes are great.
Even though it was tough at first [am glad we moved

to Germany. Alicia

Being a military child is g
Mlitary child ic difficult p,
your parents ig in a branch of the Ar;ZZUFg:rZ:: OS}:)u

on deployment or move

the child ig i
the {u'n : of a parent who i in the Armed Forgeg is hard

This weekend my father ig

and get done with this move.

Cole

Being a military child hag its upe and downs. Some
good things are being able to see so many different
places all over the world and going to different fun
places like round one, LEGOLAND, Dieneyland, and
univergal studios. [ also like meeting so many new

eople and making new friends. Some bad things that

don’t like are moving so often because | always have
to leave all of friends and my home. Another thing that
{ don’t like is whenever my dad hag to go on deployment
for about three to seven months and he misses

birthdaye and holidays like Christmas and my biﬁé\;i:gr.]
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to the military for a long time. But don't really get the full navy child experience.
| was born in California, then shortly moved to Arizona for 1-2 years before
even starting school. Luckily | moved to a nice neighborhood back in California with nice
neighbors and kids my age. | will discuss moving schools, traveling and moving.
First I didn't move schools until | had to move to Japan. | only moved schools once because
the first time | was too young to go to school. When | moved to Japan it was so different. |
thought | would to a Japanese school. Soon as | was told | was going to an American base
school | felt confused, happy, sad and excited.

When | was in the USA | traveled to 14 different states. My family loved to travel and learn
about the culture. When we moved to Japan we went around Japan, we went to Hokkaido,
Yokohama and around the Tokyo area. We also went to China, Hong Kong, Cambodia,
Thailand and of course Japan. In all | have been to 14 states and 6 countries and around
the Tokyo area.

We found out that we were moving to either Italy or Japan. | wanted to go to Italy but instead
we went to Japan. | didn’t mind going to Japan. | later found out how safe Japan is and how
young kids ride the train by themselves. | liked to go to many of the temples in Japan.

In conclusion my life has been different than other kids, but still didn't get the full military
child experience. | enjoy seeing and going around Asia. | have been to many different
places. And | look forward to the next adventure, and were | will go next. Even if moving

My name is Hailey, | am 10 years old and in 5th grade. My family has been connected

Editor’s Note: Here’s

our talented ctude

about why | came here, how the experience was and the things | like about life
as a military connected child.
| came to Japan because my dad got a job at the Yokosuka base. When we first came
we stayed at the navy log. Then we moved in to a home of base. | went to the Sullivan's

School for first grade then | went to a Japanese school. After 4 years of Japanese school

| went back to Sullivan’s for 5th grade and now | ride the bus to school every day.

| was very nervous at first because | did not know if | was going to do well in school. After
the first few days | started to make friend then | felt not that nervous at school. But at

the second quarter | started to do bad and | missed a lot of assignments and my grades

went down. Then | started to do my assignments right when it got assigned. At the third
quarter my grades started to get better and better.

The things | like about life as a military connected child is that | get to go to a nice school
and that there is lots of nice kids at the school. | also think the point that a American
base is in Japan is super cool. The most interesting thing about the base is that every

thing about the base is from America. The last thing | like about the base is that there is

not that much bullying at the Sullivan’s school.

In conclusion, | think that being a military connected child is not that bad and | like almost
every thing about the Yokosuka base.| think that as a military connected child i have
experienced a lot of things and most of those things are good things.

By: Kenta Thung

My name is Kenta. | am in the 5th grade. | live in Japan. In this essay | will talk

come more cubmigsio
nte at Sullivans- Great wo

family, | travel a lots and lots now | am in japan. In this essay | will talk
about moving, how i am in part of the military family, and good thing
about being part of the military child.

In this paragraph | will talk about moving. If you are part of a military child then
you can be moving often. And it's hard for kids, maybe our parents doesn’t
know but it's hard for kids. The most biggest thing is a going to the new school.
An some people may go to the new school in middle of the school year that
even makes it harder to make a friends. Some people do not need friends but a
lot of us do it makes us harder to make a new friend at the new school.
Next thing | will talk about is how | am in the part of a military family. | was born
in japan Kagoshima in 2007 Aug 5. When | turned about like 5 we went to
united states for kinder. When | finish kinder we come back to japan and | went
to the Japanese school for about 2 years then | came to this school. | become
military family when | wasn’t even born. My dad is in the navy and that is how |
become military family, he still work at the navy working active duty.

In conclusion, | think | appreciate that | was a military family because | can
learn 2 languages at the same time and | also enjoy it. It might take long time
learning 2 languages at the same time but I still like to try.

By: Noelle Morinville

H "I my name is Noelle, 5th grade 11 years old. | am part of the military

schools, my home and my friends being a military child isn’t the worst.
By: Hailey

child can be hard, but you can get through it just as | have.

As a military family, we travel often and experience an opportunity to meet many
new people. | have friends in many places in the U.S. because of it. We lived in Virginia,
lllinois, Wisconsin, Maine, and now Japan due to my family’s service to our country.
Recently, | traveled with my family to Hawaii for vacation. | really enjoyed the Hard
Rock Café, and hiking up a mountain. We met with friends from Wisconsin who were
stationed in Hawaii to swim with the sea turtles and paddle board in the bay.

I love Japan because it is a very safe and friendly place. | was involved with other kids

cheerleading, and playing basketball, soccer, and swimming. These activities kept me

busy and my mind off missing my dad. Maybe this will help you too. My dad is happy

here because he is home almost every night. Previously, he was always deployed or
standing duty many times each month.

Always remember that our parents are serving the country and the world to spread
freedom as safety. Love them and encourage them as the time away from family is
difficult for them too. Behave and do well in school so that they will be proud of you as
a student. Is all goes as planned, they will be back soon will a big smile on their face to
greet you. Thanks for reading!

By: Danielle Hamilton

H i. My name is Danielle Hamilton and I'm 9 years old. Sometimes the life military

Vi

H(\

H ello, my name is Daniel and | am a military child. | was born in Japan

because of my parent’s deployment. My life had faced some obstacles
and it was hard to face these challenges. So in this essay, | will tell you
about my life as a military child.

When | was very young, my Dad had to go to the Navy. It was sad
to see him go. It hurt me when | was young and | had overcome this obstacle
and carry on. | had to move off base because of my dad is retiring from the

Navy. It was kinda sad because we left, but that's ok. So | now live in a house off
base.
| have been exposed by two cultures. My cultures are Filipino and Japanese
because my family is Filipino and we live in Japan. My culture’s foods are
sinigang, yaki soba, and chicken adobo. | speak Tagalog like “opu” which
means yes and “salamat po” which means thank you. | like to play basketball
with my cousins when we visit them every summer or special occasions. My
religion is the Seven Advantees and | go to church. | have a Japanese Koinobori
flag that celebrates Children’s Day.
Because | live in Japan, I've been to movie theaters, Cosmo World,
bowling,Yokohama, Mores City Mall, and Sushi Go Round.
In conclusion, my life as a military child has had many obstacles that | had to
overcome. So this is my life as military child.
By: Daniel Jacob

face some challenges. This essay will inform you about my life and what
challenges | had to overcome. | hope this will help other kids as well, to
learn what it is to be a military kid.

When | first got to school the first day, | felt scared. | thought that | would
never make many friends or that | would not fit in. But staying apart from
everyone is not the best idea, and by the end of the day | had many friends
and much more to come.

Trust is key; giving trust to new people feels weird. But having trust in other
people is better than having no one. If your parents need a babysitter knowing
more parents or adults is better than knowing no one.

When you have parents in the military that have to leave on a ship, it can be
very sad. But don’t worry, here are some things that | think are best for this
situation. Try to think of something else, watch a movie, or read a book. In my
opinion, these are some of the best things | would do.

Thank you for reading this essay. | hope that it was helpful for most military
children in the world. Remember to love and care about your parents and
never forget how much your parents love you.

By: Kendell Stlouis

H i, my name is Kendell and | am a military child. During my life | had to

My dad is in the U.S. Navy. | like moving and traveling, and | do not like when my dad is
deployed.
While being in Japan, | have traveled to Tokyo Disneyland. My favorite ride at Disneyland is Big
Thunder Mountain Railroad because the turns at that speed are fun. | have also gone on a couple
of tours including Mt. Takao Fire-Walking Ceremony and Gotemba Winter lllumination. When | was
in Washington, | traveled to Canada. In Canada, | went to Canadian Tire, which sells ketchup chips
and hockey sticks, Tim Horton’s, a donut store, Dollarama, the biggest dollar store in Canada, and
Nandos, a restaurant the sells spicy food.
| have lived in three places. | was born in England and lived there for a year. Then | moved to Whibey
Island, Washington, and lived there for nine years. Then | moved to Japan when | was 10. Moving is
hard because you have to leave your friends, and sometimes, your family.
| have lived in 3 places, England, Washington, and Japan. | have enjoyed living in Washington and
Japan. This is my military child life.Mountain Railroad because the turns at that speed are fun. | have
also gone on a couple of tours including Mt. Takao Fire-Walking Ceremony and Gotemba Winter
lllumination. In Washington, | traveled to Canada. In Canada, | went to Canadian Tire, which had
ketchup chips and hockey sticks, Tim Horton's, a donut store, Dollarama, the biggest dollar store in
Canada, and Nandos, a restaurant that sells spicy food.
|'have lived in three places. | was born in England and lived there for a year. Then | moved to
Whidbey Island, Washington and lived there for nine years. Then | moved to Japan when | was 10.
Moving is hard because you have to leave your friends, and sometimes, your family.
When my dad is deployed, sometimes it is hard. The longer he's away, the harder it is for me. The
upside of my dad being deployed is that | am really excited when he comes home.
| have lived in 3 places, England, Washington, and Japan. | have enjoyed living in Washington and
Japan. This is my military child life!
By: By: Lucas Lee
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My name is Lucas and | am 10 years old. | live in Japan and am in Mrs. Tyes 5th grade class.
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moved to Japan, | lived in Hawaii. If you have a military parent, you will know that
you travel a lot. But it is fun to travel all around the world and learn about different

Konnichiwa, my name is Elizabeth. | am 10 years old. | am a military child. Before |

cultures. But, there are some negative things about being a military child. Here are some

of them.

Moving can be hard when you are military child because when you move and get a new
house, it doesn't feel like home. When | do get a new house, | don't feel like home

because | know | am going to move eventually.

Another struggle is that you need to leave your friends and your school, too. Also,
moving is a challenge because you need to organise your house and know where
things are. Sometimes you lose things during a move. Once, the movers almost

packed my Mom’s passport!

Being a military child is hard because your parents have to go on deployments. Of
course, it is hard for me, but is hard for my parents, too. My Dad needs take care of his ship.
Also, my Mom needs to take care of me and my sisters when my Dad is gone. He can be

gone for many months.

The last struggle is going to a new school because you need to get used to where things
are. Also, you need to get use to new people at the school like teachers and students in your

class. But, for me it is fun to get to know people and some of the sports they play.

| think being a military child is fun. | am thankful that | get to travel all over the world and
explore. Of course | miss my friends but | always remember | am going to make new friends.

This is my life as a military child. Sayonaral
By: Elizabeth Howell

bad things about my military life. | have three topics about my life: deployment,
culture, and moving. | hope you enjoy!!!

My dad got deployed when | was a baby. He was deployed for a long time. When he
came back, it was a short time until he had to leave again. When he came back | had
no clue who he was. My dad quit the navy for me. Now it is not a big deal because in

his new job he doesn't get deployed as long.

| have amazing friends. | live off base and have Japanese friends and learn so much

from them. My Japanese friends are Saki and Juna. Juna is in kindergarten and is
funny and caring. If someone gets a scratch she gets a band aid. Saki is kind, nice,
and funny. She gives us candy. The food here is good. | like rice, white bread, and
mochi. | don't like to eat sushi but | had to try raw sushi. | like to go to shrines. Tokyo
is fun, too. Did you know that Tokyo has one of the largest populations? | went to
Disneyland and Disney Sea. | am a very lucky person.

Moving is hard. | was born in Virginia and made lots of friends like Seiri, Bella,
Isabella, Mikayla. My best friend Seiri and | met up when | was two. Then we moved
when | was six. | moved to Texas and made lots of friends. | went to two schools for

no reason!!! Seiri and | are still in contact. Mikayla, | forgot about. Then | moved here!
One day my mom said that Mikayla is moving here. So she is here right now.
So you see, being a military child is fun and hard. Like friends. And moving.
By: Ayla LaFlamme

Konichiwa, |'am Ayla and | am a military kid. I will tell you about good things and
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as a military child. | will talk about school, places | have lived, and about my to leave three of my cats in South Carolina for three years with my grandma because we could only bring
parents. | hope you help you understand what it is like to be an American two of our pets to Japan.
military child. My dad has made a lot of deployments and sacrifices, such as when my brother was born. When my dad came
The first thing | am going to talk about is the places | have lived. | am in Japan back from a six month deployment, my brother did not even know who he was. My brother ran away crying.
now but have also lived in Tennessee, Washington D.C, and Virginia. The bad thing My dad is currently away at training for a few weeks, but he comes home soon. | am willing to serve my
about moving is that | had to leave my friends but | made new friends! country just like my dad and risk my life for the place I live in to keep my friends and family safe from harm.
Now, | will talk about schoal. | like school because | can make new friends in During my dad’s service | have been to seventeen states and three countries. This consists of the United
school and | get smarter than | was. Schools are everywhere around the  States, Japan and Mexico. When | move, | have to leave my friends in the process and that is very hard for me.
world. Each school has different types of learning. | have been to four | had a friend back in Florida named Emma. She was fun to hang out with and she loved the same things | did.
schools in my life so far. When | moved to New Jersey | had to leave her behind.
My Dad was in the the military when | was little. My Dad got out Now that | live in Japan | have had many opportunities to travel. Since | travel a lot | didn’t go to public school.
because he did not want to be apart from my mom and because now I actually have been home schooled for six years. | have made a lot of friends here since | have moved.
he takes care of me since he got out. My parents even met in the military! In conclusion, over the past eleven years | have learned that blood is much thicker than water. Family will
Now you can see being a military child can be fun but you have to go through always be there for you and friends could leave you at any minute for someone whose much richer, funnier
many challenges. | hope you understand what it means and what it's like to be a and smarter than you. Family will always be there for you no matter where you live, your home is where your
military child. family is.
By: Lexi Rohr By: Holly Barnaby

ello, my name is Lexi and | am going to talk to you about few thing | know Ilam eleven years old and my dad is active duty Navy. | have an older brother, one dog, and four cats. | had

eople call me Lizzie. | live in Kanagawa, Japan. I'm eleven years old and in the fifth grade.
I'm also an active duty dependant. Because of that, | have a very busy life. My dad has
deployment sometimes. My family and | have to move every two years. When | move, | get to
travel too. Being in the military has changed my life a lot.

In the military, you need to move a lot. Moving is always exciting, but sad at the same time. I've
moved to about five places so far. Before you move, you need to pack up your stuff. That's a lot
of work since you need to organize everything in boxes or else everything will get mixed up. Once
you're in the new place, you need to unpack too. Unpacking can be stressful because sometimes
things break and you need to sort out your whole room again. Each place was a new experience
though. | made new friends, met new people, and more, at each place. So far, my favorite places to
live were Hawaii, Virginia, and Connecticut.

Traveling is also a part of moving. Usually when | move to a new place, it has more new places to
visit. For example, when | moved to Hawaii, | went to visit the other islands in Hawaii like Maui and
the Big Island. Traveling also lets you learn about other cultures. Learning about other cultures adds
to your knowledge and explains what other cultures do.

Being in the military also comes with deployment. Deployment is when the person you know in the
military travels to work in a different place. Deployments can last from 90 days, to 15 months.
Personally, | don't like deployment because it makes me feel down. When my dad leaves for
deployment, it makes me sad because | miss him. Luckily, deployment doesn't last forever.
Moving, traveling, and deployment always make new experiences. Moving is very busy and makes me
meet new people, traveling teaches me about different cultures, and deployment makes me feel sad.
All of those experiences make me feel different emotions.

Even though being an active duty dependant is busy, | still love being one. There are so many things
to experience when being one. Though there are some hardships, everything is worth it.

By: Elizabeth Rexrode

my dad is in the military that makes me a military dependent. We have been able
to travel and move because my dad has been working hard for us. Things have
changed throughout my military life like losing my friends and moving. We also had different
opportunities as a military child. There were also things that my dad missed when | was a
baby.
We have traveled to a lot of places such as Vietnam, Australia, and Bali.

In Vietnam we got to go to different caves and temples. In Bali | got to ride an elephant,
and | thought it was fun and cool. In Australia we went to different waterfalls and trails. We
traveled to a lot of places and we are going to travel more.
| like traveling and moving but sometimes | am sad that | leave my house and my friends. For
example when | was in first and second grade | went to a different school with my friends
and the school taught me a lot. | was sad to leave my friends behind and the school but was
still excited to move to a different place. This year we are going to move to Colorado, the
U.S. and | am excited but | will miss my friends and the house | live in now.
| am also happy that | am a military child because | have all these opportunities. For example
| wouldn’t have gone to Vietnam, Australia, Bali, and probably wouldn't been able to ride
a elephant. My life would be different from if | wasn't a military child because | wouldn’t be
able to do these things and probably not even live in Japan!

Back when | was small my dad was in Iraq because he needed to go fight in a war and it was
just me and my mom. He missed a lot of things when | was small like my first word and my
first step. He also missed my first and second birthday.

By: Daven Tzorin

H " i, my name is Daven, | am in fifth grade, | am ten years old, and | live in Japan. Since

V, and write. Living in Japan is a new experience for me and | really enjoy living here. | am affiliated
with the military because my step dad is a contractor, my biological dad is a retired master chief, and
my mom works for the Navy. I'm going to talk about when | officially became affiliated with the military,

moving, and what | like about my new school.
When | was younger, my dad was in the Navy and was stationed in Japan. | never knew him until my
second year in grade school. | officially became affiliated with the military when | was 10 years old.
My mom took a job in Japan because the building in California was being destroyed and relocated.
She had to find another job, so she took the job in Japan, so we left California and went to Japan.
Moving to Japan was scary and somber. My step dad got fired and had to give up our dogs to other owners. | \~\\
had to leave my friends and go to a different school with over three-hundred students that | didn’t know, but ®
| was also excited. | have a new life experience, | can learn a different language, | get to make new friends of
different personalities, and | get to go to new places | haven't been to before.

In my new school, | learned of my number 1# subject | was actually interested in, for it was different than the
Spanish learning after school activity that | never wanted to do. It wasn't an option, but it also was an option.
Learning Japanese was the one language | wanted to learn, but | don't know much, and | really was just
reading from a tourist book, different questions and statements, and the basics. | still know a little more that
tourist questions and statements and the basics because of my brother. | would love to be able to know how
to read, write, and speak the whole language, but I'm learning.

Ever since moving to Japan from the states, | changed. | played video games less, and | to learn a language
different from the one that high schoolers have to learn. | got to do new things, even if they were very simple.
| enjoy my new life compared to the one in the states, but | also miss my friends and dogs that | had to leave
behind. | really do love living in Japan, but | still wish for things to be different than the states and Japan.
By: Zielle Famorcan

Hello, I'am 11 years old, I'm in the 5th grade, and | live in Japan. | like to draw, play Elder Scrolls: Skyrim

I am in fifth grade and | live in Japan right now. In Japan, | love eating sushi, and
going to my grandparent’s house. | am lucky because they live close to me. My dad
is a Navy officer, and he has served on three ships so far in his career. Let me share a few
interesting things about my life with you such as when and how often | move, where we go

M y name is Kai and | am 10 years old. My favorite sport | like to play is basketball.

when we travel, and the hardships | face as a military connected child.

In'my life, | have moved a lot to different places that are pretty far away from each other.
First, | was born in Yokohama, Japan, where | lived until | was 4 years old. Then, we moved
all the way to San Diego, California, which is basically on the other side of the Earth. There,

| went to a pre-school for the first year we were there. After pre-school, | moved to an
elementary school until first grade. Over those 3 years, | made a lot of friends and | was
used to everything around me. However, just then, we had to move to Monterey, an 8 hour
drive from San Diego. We only stayed there for one year but | had a lot of fun. When | turned
eight years old, we moved again back to Japan where | am now. So far, in Yokosuka, | have
been here for three years, but | will be moving again soon to Hawaii.
When you move, you can experience new and exciting places near where you live. For
example, | went to Alaska when we lived in San Diego, but if we lived in Japan at that time,
we would be much farther from Alaska than San Diego. | also went to other
places like Dubai, Haha lima (Near Iwo Jima), Vail, Nagano, and North
Carolina. However, the trip that | liked most was when we went to Vanuatu.
Vanuatu is located close to Australia and is a very tropical island. In Vanuatu,
we watched a volcano during the night, and we could see the glowing magma
exploding from inside. We also visited a local tribe and they showed us how they
live and | even made friends with them.

When you move, there are some hard things you have to fight with. First, when you are
moving a lot, you have to leave your friends. Not only friends, but you maybe have to leave
one of your family members too. Then, when you get to a new school, you have to make new
friends. This is one of the negative things about moving.

There are some negative things and positive things about being a military connected child.
In'my opinion, | like being a military connected child. | think this because | like traveling and
going to different places. Even though it is sometimes hard when you move, you have to get
over them and you will find something good about the new place you live. This is why | like
being a military connected child.

By: Kai Jackson

Japan my family. My dad is a chief in the navy so sometimes he plans events
and fundraisers, but most of the time he does paperwork. My dad goes
overseas a lot, this is actually one of the things | will be talking about today. In this
essay you will see the ups and downs of being a military child.
A hard thing about being a military child is that my dad goes on deployment. When |
was younger, my dad went on a ship for a couple of months and when he came back
he had crutches. | was worried that everytime my dad left he would come back with a
broken bone. My dad told me that he had jumped off of a building, but I think that he
just said that because | wouldn't have understood the real reason. To this day | still
don’t know what happened to him. Now my dad is in the states and is staying with my
uncles. My dad is coming back in one-to two months, | can’t wait!

A cool thing about being a military child is that | get to move, it's exciting and thrilling.
My family and | move about once every three years, so | have moved four different
times. | have moved to the southern and central parts of Japan! | have lived in Japan
almost all of my life. When we get the paper saying our options to where we can move
we always pick Japan. | have always wanted to live in the States because it would be a
change to what i'm used to, so when | grow up | would like to move to the states.
One of the hardest things about moving is that | have to leave all of my friends
behind. Of course, it's fun going to new places but, leaving my friends is hard. When
| was younger | didn’t have a phone so | had no way of contacting my friends when
| moved. Before | moved here | had amazing friends that | still call every single
day. Last week, | received a package from my friend that had a bunch of stuff that
reminded me of her. Her mom bought me a scarf and put my name on it! Even though
it's hard leaving close friends, | have to learn that | can't be sad forever.

If I had not been a military child | feel that my life would be so different. | might not
have the same friends and memories. | am lucky to be a military child and have all of
the things | have today. | love my life and | don’t want it to change one bit.

By: Karrine Bennett

H ello, my name is Karrine, | am 11 years old and | am in fifth grade. | live in

the U.S. military. Since he’s in the military we move almost every three years,
and every time we move we are leaving our friends. We also travel around
Asia, because of living in Japan. I've adapted to doing this, because I'm a military
child.

One of the advantages of being a military child is traveling. Mostly when my family
travels it is for vacation or moving. When we move we make stops to visit places,
since we are already going somewhere. Now because of living on an island we
travel for vacation to other foreign places such as Hong Kong, Korea, Bali, and living
in Japan. Because of traveling | have gotten to travel more places than I've ever
thought.

Moving has affected my life significantly. I've never live super close to family, because
of moving. My first move was when | was five years old, we left Virginia and moved to
California. My sister and | were so excited, and were begging for a pool. Even though
| was still learning how to swim. My first international move was so nerve-racking,
because as we were landing in Japan red lights were flashing. Moving can also be
very stressful, because of moving schools, having to make new friends, and because
of orders we never got to live in your family.

Having to adapt to moving and traveling hasn't been easy, but sometimes it's
exciting. | have gotten good at making friends quickly because of moving, and
changing schools. Also, because of leaving friends and missing them i've gotten
tougher. For me to become tougher | had to think of moving as a fresh start, starting
at a new school, with new people.

This is why | have a love, hate relationship with being a military child. Being a military
child can be exiting because of moving, traveling, and having new perspectives of
things. As I've learned it can also be stressful and hard. But | have gotten through it,
and am lucky to have had the chance to experience being a military child.

By: Sarah Davies

Hello, my name is Elijah Jarvis, and I'm from Florida. | was

born in Florida and moved to Cklahoma. Then | moved to Japan. |
like being a military child.

One thing about moving is that it is fun. Florida has cool
shopping malls. | was in Cklahoma for 7 or 8 years, then we
moved to Japan. In Cklahema, | didn't live on a base, but that
didn’t bother me because my schocl was five minutes away and |
had a lot of friends. We made a baseball team with all of our
neighbors, but it didn’t work ou: sc well. We couldn't get along,
and we all broke up in the end, but are still friends.

Japan is great. In Cklahema, scheol was 7 hours, butin
Japan, school is 6 hours. My favorite day of the week is Friday
because that is when we sleep in the family room and watch TV
until 10:15 pm. When | was 10, | got my ID. | was so excited
because | could go anywhere on base by myself.

In Japan, there are many delicious foods and energetic
places. My favorite place is Gedzilla park. It has a slide with pipes
that yeu slide on and it goes down to the bottom of the park.
Fiorida is where my grandparents live, but right now they are
visiting me here in Japan. Nanny and Poppop also live in Florida,
but they can't visit right now because of a hurricane that came
and destroyed some of their hcuse.

| enjoy being a military child and going around the worid. |
miss my friends from Oklahoma and Parkview Elementary which
is my old school. I'm going to miss my friends from Japan once |
go to Oklahoma in the states, but | will be happy that I'm back.

By: Elijah Jarvis

H " i, 'm Sarah, an 11 year old in fifth grade. | live in Japan, because my dad is in
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but | still miss my family back in Florida, and | wish | could see them again. Moving to japan really affected
my life like | left all my family and friends. Also a 15 hour trip on a plane is not very fun but still an awesome
experience. But being in japan really pays off.
When | first left my home town | had to leave my school friends my neighborhood friends all behind me. Because |
knew | was going to make new friends here in japan and that it would all be worth it and maybe | could visit them
again when I go there in the summer. | hope they still remember me so I can tell them all about japan. When we
had to pack for japan | needed to get rid of a lot of toys and books. | also needed to pack all my clothes in 2
suitcases (HARD) but | still made it if we ever move back | don't want to do that ever again.
In'the travel part we got to see cool places while our plane flew to japan. On the flight I tried sushi for the first
time (DIDN'T LIKE IT). But I still got to see cool things and people. My mom came before me and my twin brother
and my 2 sisters came to japan. She said that she liked the sushi they gave her on the plane. That's why | don't

i my name is Drew i'm in the fifth grade and I'am 11 and [ live in Japan with my family. I love being in japan

want to fly on a big trip like that again.

After a few months of living in japan | finally got used to people driving on the right hand side of the car and not
on the left side. Also | Went to Disneyland Tokyo for a special trip for my family. In another trip | went onto the
Tokyo Sky tree which is the biggest building in japan. In the tower you can see Mt. Fuji and Lots of trains going by.
These are lots of thing s | thought were really cool in japan that | have gone to.

In the time | have been in japan | have tried udon noodles and sushi. Also | have left family and friends behind. |
have also been to the Tokyo Sky tree and Tokyo Disneyland. In all | have had the best experience in japan than

anywhere else.
By: Drew Varholy

| am almost in 6th grade (middle school). | live in Japan, came from Florida. | am connected

Hi my name is Jhuliana, and | am a military connected child. I'm 10.5 years old, in 5th grade.
to the military becuase my dad is in the military. The three topics i'm going to talk about is

moving, traveling, and how it change my life.

When | move it's very hard becuase you have to go to a new school with new people. When | move
I kinda get excited and nervous at the same time becuase you won’t know any people there. The
thing that excites me the most is when you get a new house. The thing that | don't like the most is

that you have to make new friends in a new school.

When | travel it’s like no big of a deal becuase your just traveling, your not moving. When | travel
| like when we go to hotels becuase they're so comfortable. | also like when you go to different
places you haven't seen before like the Mt. Fugi, Ueno Zoo, Disney Sea, and etc.. What | don't like
is when there’s a long line to get there like when | went to the Ueno Zoo there was a long line just
to see 3 pandas. | also don't like when the hotel rooms are so small.

I move by packing all my clothes in a suitcase and wrapping the furniture. Then if i'm still in school
| get my grades and when we move we transfer my grades to the new school. When we move we
go to a hotel for weeks and buy an apartment or a house. When | go to new schools it’s hard
becuase everybody will look at you and and talk about you sometimes. My favorite part of packing

is folding and organizing them.

When was at the Philippines | moved to Florida. Then Japan, here in Japan the weather is so nice.
Now it's my last year here in Japan, who knows where | would go next. | really want to go to ltaly. |

can't wait to move, i’'m so nervous and excited.
F) By: Jhuilana Brill
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hen | move it is mostly me, my mom, and my brother. My dad would be either on the
ship or sometimes he'd be traveling with us. It's fun to move somewhere new and
meet new people. It can be sad too. | have moved a lot and | know these feelings.
I'm glad I'm a military child. | get to see new things and meet all different people! If your a
military child you should be a little proud or a lot proud of being a military child. Sometimes
it's hard, but it will get better! You get to see new things and learn new things too like
languages,and how to read different types of things. If you move somewhere new and your
scared or worried it’s okay to feel those feelings. Caution or cautious is another feeling. When
you move and one of your family members is away it's okay to feel sad or lonely. Just know
that your not the only military child and the only one who is feeling sad. Family can be split
in part too. One family member could be on the ship or overseas and the other could be
watching you and your family. When my dad’s away, my mom is sad and so are we. But when
he comes back we try to spend as much time with him as we can. And | have the right to say,

I'm proud to be a military child!
By: Callie Martin

move around the world. Because of this, |
get to live in Japan. | think being in Japan

is great because | get to experience a new
culture. | get to try new food and | get to ride
the train. | also get to learn a small part of a
new language. | know how to say “Hello” in
Japanese. Konnichiwa! | have lived in 2 other
places. | have lived in Mexico and Virginia.

I also like being a military child because it
is nice to know that my dad is serving our
country. He works a lot. Sometimes he leaves
for a whole day. | am proud of my dad and
he is my hero. He is keeping our country safe
from invaders.

By: Carlos Cervantes

I]Iike being a military child because | get to

are advantages and obstacles to being a military kid.
My father’s ship is the Blue Ridge. He deployed a
few weeks ago. Sometimes, he has to go to war zones and |
sometimes worry about him.
My family has moved five times in my life while my father has
been deployed. | have gone to five schools in my life, and I'm
only 9. Everything is different when you go to a new school.
To me, the bathrooms and the cafeteria are different but the
good thing is you meet new people.

When | move | get to learn new languages from all around
the world. | can say hi in German, gu-tin-tog. | know more
languages like Chormmor, German, and Spanish. I've learned
Japan is the oldest culture. So these are examples of the
cultures and languages | know from around the world.
Now about my military life, the advantages. You get your |.D.
card at the age 10. | like living on the base where it's safe.
Sometimes | go to the base bowling alley or movie theater.
You can be what you want, but of course, not a thief or a
robber or murder...

Don't be sad, it is a good thing to be a military kid. You won’t
stay in the same country or state, you can explore the world!
By: Christian Butler

ello, my name is Christian and | am 9 years old. There

~ sullivans
Elementary

AICB (S (konichiwa), my name is Colt and I'm 9 years old. | am going to tell you about my
life as a military child. It might be tough sometimes but gives me great experiences too.

I have a family of 4: my mom, dad and a little sister. Since | was born, I've lived in three
different places. When | was first born, we lived in Okinawa, Japan for two years then we moved to
Yokosuka, Japan for three years. When | was five my dad got new orders to Edwards, California which is in
the desert, then we moved back to Yokosuka, Japan again two years later.

My dad has to leave a lot on deployments. Most of the time he goes somewhere in the middle of the
ocean by ship, but when | was little he went on land to Afghanistan for a year. | know my dad is doing his
job protecting our country; however, we miss him a lot when he is gone and we wish he could come home.
[ wish | could say | am use to this life as a military child, but | am never use to it because we love him so
much and want to spend time with him all the time. | know that my dad miss us, too, so we try our best
to keep ourselves busy every day. That means we feel that time flies fast. For example, going to school,
playing sports, going to trips with my grandparents and cousins, and so on.

There are some good things about being a military child, like meeting a lot of new people. | have friends
all over the world, some here in Japan and some in America. My dad told me | have seen more at the age
of nine than most people have their entire life. | have seen thirteen states in America, lived in two places
in Japan and visited South Korea. My life as a military child might be tough sometimes but it gives me

onichiwa! | am Angelina. | am going to talk
K about my life as a military kid.

“Hola” means “hello” or “hi” in Spanish. My
culture is Dominican and American. My family and |
eat Hispanic food. My Dad makes this rice with beans
and it is really good!
| went to this school in Virginia called Shelton Park
Elementary. | am now at Sullivans. It is great here.
First, I lived in Florida, then Virginia. Now | live in
Japan. Moving is hard but you get to see new places
like Japan. Not many people get to see new places.
Japan is really great. | have sushi here. They celebrate
Children’s Day in Japan. | hope you get to meet the
nice people in Japan.

By: Angelina Urena
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great experiences, too.
Thank you very much for reading my life as a military child.
By: Colt Clossin
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parent that comes home late or that you hardly see at all. The bright side is that you can daily see,
and do things that a normal child only does on vacation. Even though the traveling is fun it hurts
to have to watch your friends wave you goodbye. Having to say goodbye is one of the hardest things to
do, believe me cause I'm a military child. Another thing that makes it harder is not getting to see your
family as much but you can make new friends that become like family.
Going to new places opens up new opportunity for example when | got to Japan | felt welcomed and
happy when | went to the navy lodge playground and got opportunity to make new friends and | took it.
| got cultured when had to live off base the japanese welcomed us. The term live laugh love is exactly
the thing you should do that way happiness is bound to come your way. Then when you go to school it
includes the history and culture of the country you are in.

The deployments may be long and hard but it is necessary because we need protection. The life of a
military member is hard as rocks but in the end it's worth the time, effort, and dedication. In time you
will settle and be happy. Every time the military child takes a hit they will get back up.

We are amazing in our own ways. The amazing thing is that most of us don't know we are special we're
just trying to fit in. Those of us military children that don't realize it just need to be told. Although we
look normal, we talk normal and we act normal but we aren't. The reason we are special is we move
from place to place starting over and make it a normal thing to us. The military child is a special breed
and this lifestyle is the thing that sets us apart from regular kids. For we are the military children.
By: Connor Davis

The lifestyle of a military child is hard but fun. It is hard leaving your friends and in some cases a

am a military child. Some of the hard things I go through are having friends
move away, having my dad go on a boat, and having to move around.
On the other side, | am usually proud that | am a military child. I am proud
because | am going through hard things to help protect my country! | am so
glad that | am helping my country protect itself.
There are many hard things that come with being a military child. Often | have
to say goodbye to my friends or classmates. Sometimes my dad goes out on
a boat. But, since | am a military child, | never let them stop me because that
will not help me. | also have to move many different places and try to find new
friends and sometimes it is very hard to make as good friends as | had in the
previous location but | have always figured out how to make very, very good
friends. There are very many separate challenges that we go through.
On the opposite hand, there is lots of pride and joy we feel as we are in the
military. One thing is | love being in Japan because the Japanese welcome us
into their country very well and there is many different cultures and religions
to explore. It is also very different than the United States because of the
many different plants and wildlife. Japan also lets me try to learn a new
language that | would not of tried to learn if | was not a military child.
| am so glad that | am a military child and that they sent me to Japan.
By: Madsen Whittier

Il, being a military child, have to go through hard things but | am also glad |

why. First | go to school on base which means all the kids there are
military kids also so I'm not alone. There is also lots of thing to do like
going to the movies. There is also lot of parks on the base. | sometimes
also like going to Purdy gym to go to the pool. That is what | like do on
base.
I do a lot traveling as a military child and | have lived in many houses. For
the first 5 years of my life | live Norfolk that is in the state of Virginia. But
when | turned 6 | was going to move to Hampton and | was so happy that |
was going to move. Until | went to school there because | did not have any
friends so | would hate going to school. Until | became friends with someone
named Torell and me and him were best friends. But then my mom told me
that we were moving to japan so that made me sad. When we got to Japan
the next day | would start my first at a new school and after a week | had
lots of friends. This spring break | will also be traveling to Taiwan and I'm
sure | will travel more. That is what traveling is like.

With all the good stuff there stuff | don't like that | am very far away from
base so it takes very long to get to school.Also | don't like that my friends
leave all the time. But the worst thing is having my mom leave like when she
had to leave for 8 months.

Those are the reasons | don't like being military child over being a normal
kid
By: Jon King

|| ife as a military child is not as normal kids life and these are reasons
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you know cities clear out and

airports, train stations and
tourist traps are all abuzz from
late April to early May. It’s a time
of year that presents “golden”
opportunities to travel Japan - or
to stick close to home and bask
in an empty city free from the
crowds and mayhem.

Usually, “Golden Week” is
held from the last week of April
to the first week of May during
a string of four consecutive holi-
days: Showa Day (April 29), Con-
stitution Memorial Day (May 3),
Greenery Day (May 4) and Chil-
dren’s Day (May S — celebrated
May 6). These national holidays
along with the regular weekend
make up of one of the longest
holiday periods of the year.

This year will be
a little different,

If you’ve spent time in Japan,

money but plan ahead as there
will be an after-hour charge for
the entire holiday. The Japanese
media is already predicting con-
fusion at banks and trading on
the stock market before and after
the holiday shutdown.

As for the crowds, business
districts in Tokyo and other large
cities are expected to be ghost
towns during this period, but
tourist attractions will be beyond
busy. I would rather stay at home
and watch TV, than get exhaust-
ed at extremely crowded attrac-
tions.

Where are the locals headed
in the holidays?

According to Rakuten Travel
website, the popular domestic
tourist destinations for the com-
ing holiday include Aichi, Tot-

tori, Niigata, Okinawa and
Hokkaido Prefectures.
The top three most

however, as Japan ! " popular  overseas
will celebrate - destinations  are
Crown Prince “i’ Hawaii, Taiwan
Naruhiro’s en- and Vietnam, the
thronement on site said.

May 1, marking

the occasion as a
national holiday.

Under Japan’s holi-

day act, April 30 and
May 2 will also become
holidays. This means Japa-
nese workers and students

will get 10 days off consecutively
from April 27 to May 6, forming
the longest Golden Week ever in
the country’s history.

Consequently, due to the extra
days, the holiday will be “plati-
num” instead of “gold” this year.

With such a long public holi-
day, there are bound to be prob-
lems as almost all government
buildings and facilities will be
closed.

Expect post offices, city halls
and other public services, along
with daycare facilities for pre-
schoolers and the elderly, to
be closed. Most large hospitals
will offer emergency services,
but outpatient services will be
closed. Garbage collection will
continue according to normal
schedule but check your ward
calendar if you live off base.

ATMs will continue to dispense

File photo
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Don’t expect to

book a room any-

where either, hotels

are often fully booked

throughout this time,

even at the premium rates
set for the holiday.

If you’re looking for some
festival action, some of the more
famous festivals for the season
are Hamamatsu-Matsuri in Shi-
zuoka; Kurayami-Matsuri in
Tokyo; Naha Hari in Okinawa,
Hakata Dontaku in Fukuoka;
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‘| ‘Platinum Week’ is

around the corner

Ceremony of succeeding symbols of imperial authority. Source: Wikipedia

Hirosaki Sakura Matsuri in Ao-
mori; and Odawara Hojo Godai
Matsuri in Kanagawa.

Road travelers, beware!

Since Golden Week is one of
the most crowded and expensive
times to travel, staying within the
city may be the best bet. But for
those determined to take a road
trip — beware!

Heavy traffic is common, both
on expressways and general
roads, as a result of people trav-
eling to their hometowns or tour-
ist attractions.

According to Japan Traffic
Information Center, heavy traf-
fic is expected to peak on various
expressways around big cities
April 27 and May 4 (outbound)
and May 4 and S (inbound). For
general roads, heavy traffic is
expected to peak throughout the
weekend.

The heaviest traffic for a gen-
eral road will be Chita Road in
Aichi Prefecture; Route 135 and
Manazuru Road in Shizuoka

Prefecture, which accesses the
Izu Peninsula. These roads are
known to have traffic jams that
stretch more than 6 miles long
every Golden Week.

So, if you are planning to trav-
el during Golden Week, you bet-
ter reserve accommodations and
transportation before the begin-
ning of period and check traffic
information as frequently as pos-
sible.

Road Bureau traffic updates
are available online.

Why is the holiday so long?

The abdication of Emperor
Akihito on April 30 marks the
end of the “Heisei” period. The
following day, May 1, the new
imperial period of “Reiwa” be-
gins with Emperor Naruhito’s
enthronement. So, 2019 will be
associated as both “Heisei 31”
and “Reiwa 1” in the Japanese
calendar.

The outgoing Emperor Akihito
will receive the title of “Joko,” or

What are the holidays of ‘Platinum Week’?

SUN MON

TUE WED THU

FRI SAT

“21 22 23 24 25 26 €Y

Normal weekend Day

DDD0O00O00

Normal weekend Day ~ Showa Day
Commemorates
the Showa Era

(1926-1989.)

Children’s Day Children’s Day
(Kodomo-no-hi) - (observed)
You'll see lots of carp
streamers hanging in towns.

National New Emperor's National
Holiday Enthronement - Holiday
Crown Prince Noruhito is
enthroned as Emperor

/7 8 9

Constitution Memorial Day ~ Greenery Day
(Kenpo-kinenbi) - Honors ~ (Midori-no-hi) -

Japan’s constitution, which Dedicated to the

environment
and nature.

11

became law on this day
in 1947.

10

Emperor Emeritus, upon his ab-
dication, and his wife, Empress
Michiko will become “Jokogo,”
or Empress Emerita.

The new emperor will promul-
gate his throne domestically and
internationally by inviting heads
of countries and distinguished
guests during a ceremony of
“Sokuirei Seiden-no-gi,” or cer-
emony of enthronement, on Oct.
22, which is also designated as
a holiday. On the day, a parade
featuring the new emperor and
empress, along with a reception
with heads of countries and dis-
tinguished guests will be con-
ducted.

Abdication and enthronement

- Rare opportunity
The series of abdication and

enthronement ceremonies, re-

ception and parade are usually
broadcast live. These are rare
opportunities to take a glimpse at
traditional imperial events of the

Land of the Rising Sun. Check

out what’s in store:

1. Taiirei Seiden-no-gi (Ceremony
of Abdication by ongoing
Emperor)

Emperor Akihito declares his abdication
TIME: April 30,5 p.m.

LOCATION: Matsu-no-ma Hall in the im
perial palace

PARTICIPANTS: Prime Minister, heads of
three branches, local representatives and
others (a total of 338 participants)

2. Kenjito Shokei-no-gi (Ceremony
of succeeding symbols of imperial
authority)

New Emperor will receive “three Sacred
Treasures” (the sword, the crescent jewel
and the mirror) and imperial stamp seal as
symbol of imperial authority.

TIME: May 1,10 a.m.

LOCATION: Matsu-no-ma Hall in the impe-
rial palace

PARTICIPANTS: Prime Minister, heads of
three branches, Diet Members and others
(a total of 26 participants)

3. Sokuigo Choken-no-gi
(Ceremony of new emperor’s first
statement)

New Emperor gives his firstimperial state-

ment to the people.

TIME: May 1, 11:10 a.m.

LOCATION: Matsu-no-ma Hall in the impe-

rial palace

PARTICIPANTS: Prime Minister, heads of

three branches, local representatives and

others (a total of 338 participants)
takiguchi.takahiro @stripes.com

=

File photo
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° [ |
speakln English speaking US board-certified
plastic surgery clinic
J ap a“ es € just a short walk from The New Sanno Hotel
o Laser hair removal

GOIden Words » Botox

o Botox for migrane headaches

In Japan, a string of four consecutive national holidays * Restylane, Juvederm
sandwiched between two weekends (Apr. 27 to May 6) is | ; « Retin-A, Obagi
simply called Golden Week. If you are out and about during « liposuction, eye, mole, scar, breast, facelift, tummy tuck
this travel crazy week, here's some ways to strike up a ' L > . > ’
conversation. « Laser (Titan, Genesis, IPL)
= « Tatoo removal
“Gooruden uiiku wa dokoka ni dekakemasu ka?” = Are you (K‘ ; o Men’s (ED, AGA)
going anywhere during Golden Week? « Reconstructive surger
(“gooruden uiiku” = golden week, “dokoka ni” = for/to Dr. Robert K Kure gery
anywhere, “dekakemasu” = will go out) ° -
" s " . Albert Einstein College of Medicine, NY Laser Hair Removal
Hakone ni ikimasu.” =/ we will go to Hakone. UCLA Plastic S o .
(“ni ikimasu” = will go to) astic Surgery B50%Off ~one time offer~
(Chief ReSident) (some restrictions apply. Ask for details)
“Doobutsuen ni ikimasu.” =1/ we will go to a zoo. Certified by the American Board of

“ "o_ u N “ o .
(“doobutsuen” = zoo, “yuuenchi” = amusement park, “umi” = Plastic Surgery

e, I S e Over 18 years of experience in the U.S. —
Z ichi Meiji dori [_]

“Nannichikan yasumemasu ka?” = How many days can you

%a ke off? Foreign insurance accepted “New YOU
“nannichikan” = how many days, “yasumemasu” = can take - o
i with Bofox"
= [HY.¥ZN

s =
“Dooyatte sugoshimasu ka?” = How will you spend the Q is given to ] -
period? : : American Society of all new patients! Hiroo Crossing
(“dooyatte” = how, “sugoshimasu” = will spend) Plastic Surgeons

“le de terebi wo mimasu.” = | will watchTV at home.
(“ie de” = at home, “terebi” =TV, “wo mimasu” = will watch)

“Dokomo kondeiru node, ie ni itahooga iidesu yo.” ", sV PLASTIC Eng-lli-sehli; sgiensf)Zesn o%iggay
= Since it is crowded everywhere, you had better stay home. ° ¢/ SURGERY Hiroo 5-5-1 4F. Shibuva-ku
(“dokomo” = everywhere, “konde” = is/are crowded, “node” = =t — » 201Uy

as, “hooga iidesu” = had better) o900V Zw7) www.plazacllnlc.net

“Hidoi juutai desu.” = Roads are awfully jammed.
(“hidoi” = awfully, “juutai” = heavy traffic)

“Ginkoo ga shimatte imasu.” = Banks are closed.
(“ginkoo” = bank, “shimatte imasu” = is/are closed)

“Yoyaku de ippai desu.” = Rooms are fully booked.
(“yoyaku” = reservation, “ippai” = full)

“li otenki desu ne?” = It is a beautiful day, isn't it?
(“ii otenki” = good weather, “desu ne?” =isn't it?)

“Minasan tanoshisoo desu.” = Everyone looks happy.
(“minasan” = every one, “tanoshisoo” = looks happy)

“Yoi kyuujitsu wo.” = Have a good holiday.
(“yoi” = good, “kyuujitsu” = holiday(s))

“Mata raishuu.” = | will see you again next week.
(“mata” = again, “raishuu” = next week)

When on OKINAWA, you can also say it in “Uchinaanguchi” = _ J'S\"Jl;':’

q ; . i o~ Chase 130
(island dialect) like this: open 1100~Cose 15:00 Open 10:00~C

“Golden Week Ya Nuugana Suru kutoo Ami?” = Do you have
plans for Golden Week?

“Wannee Hawaii Nkai Ichibusaa Souibiin.” = | want to go to
Hawaii.

“Tokyo Sky Tree Nkai Icha biin Dee.” = I'm going to go toTokyo
SkyTree.

“Chaa Yataga, Disney Sea?” = How did you like Disney Sea?

“Wannee Kunu Mise Ippee Shichi.” = | like
this store very much.

- Shoji Kudaka and Takahiro Takiguchi,
Stripes Japan

Cpen 1000~

F'nllea Station
Pronunciation key: “A” is short (like “ah”); “E” is *DW Air Base AIrPgrt %
short (like “get”); “1” is short (like “it”); “O" is long :
(like “old”); “U” is long (like “tube”); and “Al” is a
long “1” (like “hike”). Most words are pronounced GHI‘I‘IET
with equal emphasis on each syllable, but “OU" is ~ =
along “O” with emphasis on that syllable. Dpenmﬂﬂ Close20:00 fﬂr}»ﬁ‘:‘.‘p" mga

o

STRIPESJAPAN.COM
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Creative
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY JAMES WONG
METROPOLIS MAGAZINE

splash of creativity. As we reach optimum temperatures, night falls with glistening stars that

Romantic moments are completely achievable in the capital with a bit of investigation and a

set perfect scenes for memorable dates. We uncover some of Tokyo’s best spots after dark,

along with date ideas to impress your sweetheart.

Snuggle up with a hot
drink on a hidden rooftop

A-Bridge is one of the most adorable
hidden gems in the city. Close to
Sangenjaya Station, the spot is
tucked away in a little alley where a
rather scary-looking elevator
brings you up to a quaint top-
floor café-bar with recycled
furniture, stacks of CDs and
random art. The roof terrace is
decked with wooden benches
and the views tower over one of
the trendiest parts of West Tokyo.
Order a hot chocolate with marshmallows and cosy
up with your date while live music echoes from the
lounge behind you.

=

Have an affordable
fancy dinner

A stunning rooftop restaurant with amazing food
and drinks doesn’t have to cost a week’s salary,
even in uber-cool Daikanyama. Hacienda del Cielo
is a popular Mexican restaurant on the 9th floor of
the Mansard Daikanyama building. This place gets
busy, so it's best to make a reservation, although
it may be possible to get a table out on the heated
terrace late at night on a weekday without one.
The view is fantastic, including a distantly-lit Tokyo
Tower. Food options include Mexican classics such
as tacos, fajitas and quesadillas, with delicious
cocktails and frozen margaritas. A glass of sangria
comes in at a very reasonable ¥500 and small
‘Platillos’ dishes range between ¥300 and ¥500
each.

Bike ride through lights

Nakano is often left out of Tokyo travel guides,
meaning this neighbourhood is generally backpack-
and selfie-stick-free. But that's not to say that it
doesn’t carry an abundance of attractions: biking
through Nakano, whizzing through its wide streets
under neon lights, and stopping at some of its
delicious eateries and dessert vendors, all makes
for a perfect date. In Nakano you’ll find Daily
Chico, famous for their eight-layer soft-serve ice
cream that's perfect for sharing. The shop can be
found in Nakano Broadway, a 13-level complex of
commercial fun (imagine a cooler Akihabara). At
night you can take your lover on a tour of the local
area, including the enchanting Nakano 3-chome
area lined with fairy lights and cute little restaurants
and bars, before releasing a bit of steam in one of
the many karaoke joints.

Watch t-l;e sunset
surrounded by art

The Mori Art Museum is open until 10pm every
evening except Tuesdays, and there is a quiet café
in the City View Observation Deck area to watch

the sun go down. After exploring this fascinating
museum of modern art, take a stroll over to the
Mori Garden — a quiet hideaway between the
buildings of Roppongi Hills. Around Christmas time,
the garden and surrounding areas are illuminated
with twinkling lights.

APRIL 19 — APRIL 25, 2019

Feaston a
night picnic

We've all had picnics on sunny
days, but have you ever tried one
at night? Although Yoyogi Park is
packed with tourists during the
day, dark skies filter them out at
night, making it a perfect spot for
a nocturnal picnic. The colorfully-
lit fountain area provides a scenic
view, so bring a blanket, pack

a surprise picnic, and let your
date try and guess what they're
eating. There are convenience
stores close to most of the park
entrances, so don’t forget those

Gamer geek or not, a night of retro Super Nintendo
is pretty good fun for anyone, and a way to break
the ice on a first date. The 8bit Café is concealed

on the fifth floor of a shabby building by Shinjuku-
sanchome Station, and inside it's video game
heaven.The walls are covered floor-to-ceiling in
‘80s and ‘90s gaming memorabilia with a giant
Game Boy centerpiece. Battle out over Mario Kart
with your competitive partner, fuelled by highballs,
and afterwards skip through the lights of buzzing
Shinjuku downstairs. Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt is a
nice pit stop during your explorations and is open
until 11pm.

Admire a nighttime rainbow

They don’t make bridges much prettier at night
than the Odaiba Rainbow Bridge.The 798-meter
suspension bridge runs from Shibaura Pier to the
Odaiba waterfront, and you can actually walk along
it during the day. From sunset to midnight, the
bridge lights up in a series of rainbow colors using
energy-saving non-electrode lamps, and boats pass
underneath. Enjoy these scenes from the seaside
park, or, if you're feeling brave, take a dip together
in the cold water.
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MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI

IACE TRAVEL CONNECT TO » WORLD

ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI IWAKUNI SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA

IACE Official Website

= Serving the Military Community since 1998 =
www.iace.co.jp/en

Kadena, Camp Foster, Yokosuka, Atsugi, Iwakuni

**¥ Please ask agent or check our website for more
*** Prices are in US dollar, per person, based on 2 per room, unless specified.

All Prices include Tax/Fuel/Fees
Based on rate 110. subject to exchange rate

INDEPENDENCE|DAY;

* MT. FUJI CLIMBING TOUR with English-speaking Mountain guide *
Jul.04 departure - Jul.07 return {

The climbing tour is accompanied from start to ﬂms
* English speaking mountain guide & Engllshl‘bea ort from
IACE & Japanese speaking tour escort. \ TR W
So even beginners can participate worry-free. ' TOUR PRICE includes...
*MINIMUM: 10 PERSONS + Round trip Airfare

* For lwakuni customer from lwakuni / 4 days package $769 ¥ i DA A il

* For Sasebo customer from Nagasaki / 4 days package $846 aﬂiy:o“::::cjz)stl DI todr

~ »Taxand Fuel charge

(May.24 departure - May.27 return)
Hiroshima departure

(May.24 or May.25 departure)
% Hotel Mahaina Wellness Resort Okinawa stay
*Hotel Benefit $3 80

IGNATIUS KOH, Y -1 '(‘:ight Dinlner 4 | svailat]

EB £ | «Indoor Pool, Garden Pool available *Price includes...
JAPANTRAVEL GETTING THERE F L e B ] « Public Bath available + Round trip air fare
Take the Tokyo Metro to

t 35 floors high, the com-
Aplex has shops located
from the first basement
floor to the seventh floor, while
corporate offices occupy the
remaining floors. Inside, the
mall gives off a glamorous air
with its pristine white walls
and spacious lobby. Designed
to give an air of elegance to the
place, Tokyo Midtown Hibiya
exudes comfort to shoppers.
Premium brands such as
Ishida Watch Galleria, The
North Face, and Quorinest are
part of the bespoke line-up
that Tokyo Midtown Hibiya
offers, making it a choice stop
for many. Not to be outdone by
retail outlets, restaurants in
the complex serve Japanese,
Chinese, Italian, and French
cuisine, among others. Estab-
lished dining places like Sushi
Namba, Kikuya Tokyo,
and Lubina present deli-
cious options for visi-
tors.
Movie-goers  will
be delighted to know
that a new loca-

Hibiya, Yurakucho, or Ginza
stations, or the JR Yamanote
Line toYurakucho station.

conference hall, a lounge and
a cafe that serve as meeting
points for businessmen. Out-
side, there is a garden terrace
to bask in the sunshine.

Tokyo Midtown Hibiya’s
architecture was inspired by
the Rokumeikan, a now-de-
molished building that once
symbolized Tokyo’s Western-
ization. The building stands out
with its curved faces among
the surrounding straight-edged
skyscrapers, and is surely to
become the newest landmark
in Hibiya.

Visitors will find it a conve-
nient place to stroll about as
the complex is directly linked
to the Hibiya, Yurakucho,

and Ginza stations, provid-
ing easy access to com-
muters. As the imperial
palace, Hibiya Park and
the Ginza shopping
district are within

SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI

IWAKUNI

FUJI

SASEBO

IWAKUNI

*Tour point...

« |IACE group private tour with local guide and private car
+ 5.5 star hotel stay

- Full day sightseeing (Great Wall and Forbidden City) included
« China visa application fee included

*MINIMUM : Reached !

« Tax and Fuel charge

« 3 nights hotel
accommodation

« Breakfast daily

% Kariyushi Beach Resort Ocean Spa stay
*Hotel Benefit
+ Hotel coupon x 2 / per person $41 7

% Rizzan Sea-Park Hotel Tancha-Bay stay x Special Option

*Hotel Benefit Rent-a-car . $37 for 4 days
« 1 Day Lunch (S-class)

3 offices in Okinawa ( Kadena ITT, Camp Foster, NAVY MWR)

OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI

MISAWA _ YOKOSUKA _ATSUGI

IACE TRAVEL CONNECT T0 > WORLD

For Iwakuni & Sasebo customer, please call or email for any of your travel inquiry or booking.

IACETRAVEL (i

BLDG 410 (Crossroads Mall)

iwakuni@iace.co.jp
DSN: 253-3942 or 3841
From cell/off base: 0827-79-3942 or 3841
2 offices in Tokyo ( Yokosuka, Atsugi ) 9:30 - 18:00 Mon-Fri ~ Website: https://www.iace.co.jp/en/

ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI IWAKUNI SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA

facebook.

ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI IWAKUNI SASEBO _OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA

IACE Official Website

= Serving the Military Community since 1998 =
www.iace.co.jp/en

Kadena, Camp Foster, Yokosuka, Atsugi, Iwakuni

*** Please ask agent or check our website for more
*** Prices are in US dollar, per person, based on 2 per room, unless specified.

All Prices include Tax/Fuel/Fees
Based on rate 110. subject to exchange rate

tion for TOHO walking distance . p

CINEMAS with of Tokyo Midtown Memorial Day Special

about 2,800 Hibiya, it is the Cairns 5-Days 23 MAY Departure - 27 MAY Return  ¥149,000 ($1355)
seats has also perfect place Price includes:

opened here.
On the sixth
floor, named

“PR

to spend part
of your day if

hopping

ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI

eRound trip air fare between Narita and Cairns
eAirport transfer in Cairns (shared vehicle)
*3nights stay at Hilton Cairns eBreakfast x3 *ETAS Visa application fee

*No Escort plan *Minimum 1 guest
*Extra fee for single room is ¥45,000 ($409)
~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

Independence Day Special
Brisbane 7-Days

3 JUL Departure - 9 JUL Return

Price includes:
eRound trip air fare between Narita and Brisbane
eAirport transfer in Australia (shared vehicle)
e5nights stay at Royal On the Park Brisbane
eBreakfast x4  ¢ETAS Visa application fee

¥145,000 ($1319)

*No Escort plan *Minimum 1 guest
*Extra fee for single room is ¥59,000 ($537)
~For more details, please feel free to contact us~

More information is available at... https:/www.iace.co.jp/en/

IrNd  VLOMOA VINVZ I19NS1V
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IONSLVY  WINSOMOA VMVSIN VMVNIIO 083SVS

VLOMOA VIWVZ

I'Nd  VIOMOA VINVZ I19NS1V

INNMVMI

ATSUGI_BRANCH

ITT Office: 243-3498 Commercial line: 046-816-3498 Office: 264-6297, 6298
Email: yokosuka@iace.co.jp " Email: atb@iace.co.jp Mon-Fri: 9 am - 6 pm, Sat: close
Jca\h

Mon - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm, ____For Misawa customer |

Holi: 10am -2pm 8 Inquiries from Misawa misawa@iace.co.jp

and tell Atsugi Office you ring from Misawa!!

n Find us on:
facebook.
OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA

SASEBO OKINAWA MISAWA YOKOSUKA ATSUGI
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IACE TRAVEL

ZAMA YOKOTA FUJI IWAKUNI

FUJI




28 STRIPES JAPAN

A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION

APRIL 19 — APRIL 25, 2019

A peaceful stroll in
Sainokawara Park

STORY AND PHOTOS BY PETRA,
DEEPJAPAN.ORG

usatsu Onsen is a small
town tucked away in the

mountains. Within a few

This picturesque
park, which show-
cases the best blos-
soms and foliage of
each season, is just
a short walk from
the Yubatake - sim-
ply follow the signs
along Sainokawara
Street and you’ll journey along
a cobblestone road lined with
shops selling crafts and sweets

blocks of downtown, you can
end up surrounded by nature.
This is best on display at Sai-
nokawara Park, home to one of
Kusatsu’s most popular open-
air baths.

as well as restaurants until you
end up at the park.
Admission to the grounds

https://www.drskaku.com/en.html

E-mail: jkkaku@nextortho.org
'\

TAL CLINIC A KU

N K. KAKU DA. MAL‘-_ e '
BHTHO QNTI‘“ r BINATRIC LETNESS

»

Serving the dental needs of the US military and dependents in Tokyo
since 1994. Boston University board certified Dr. Kaku and his English
speaking team provide friendly and gentle regular orthodontic care and
Invisalign treatment to adults and children. Dr. Kaku also provides
whitening and routine checkups, emergency, specialized, and preven-
tative treatment including lifestyle counseling.

Two convenient locations to serve you:

A short 5 minute walk from the New Sanno Hotel

=1 ‘.H Hiroo

__2# Open Wednesday, Thursday, _
% one Friday in a month & every other Sunday &
' 03-5449-330

., Office hours : 10.30 ~ 19.00

Yoyogi Uehara
Open Tuesday, Friday & Saturday
03-5452-0118

_—
WE MAKE LIVING IN THE IWAKUNI AREA EASY'

is free and upon enter-

ing, you’re greeted

by the sounds of

the rushing wa-

ter. Feel free to

bend down and

dip your fin-

gers into the

turquoise wa-

ter and feel

its natural

warmth. As you

make your way L
up the hill on the

winding path, pass a

shrine and then the foot

bath comes into view. Taking a
break here is a welcome respite
for tired feet, surrounded by
beautiful scenery. I could only
imagine how tranquil it must be
in the colder months, the steam
rising from the water as snow
blankets the trees and ground.

The open-air bath at Saino-
kawara Park is 500 square me-
ters in size and provides pan-
oramic views of the landscape
as you enjoy a soak. For 600
yen, adults can enjoy a dip in
the onsen and for 300, children
may enter.

There is one thing to keep in
mind about this beautiful place
during your visit — a legend,
in fact. It’s said a demon re-
sides within Sainokawara Park,
which is why guests should re-
main quiet while enjoying its
grounds, to avoid stirring it.
Perhaps that was why it was so
peaceful . . .

DeepJapan.org

English OK! Call NOW at 0827-35-4917
OPEN Monday thru Saturday 10am to 7pm

HOME RENTAL AGENT & USED CAR SALES

 Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales

* Medical/Dental Provider Listings
* JCl Inspections / Repairs

* House and Apartment Realtor
* Internet Setup

Earn your Stripes

Write on Japan Travel and earn rewards:
500 bonus points for Stripes readers!

japantravel.com/stripes

o Transfer to lwakuni License Plate Service
* Vehicle Junking Service

SESERVIELE

.com
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Yamaguchi-ken, Yanai-shi,
Yanai 3714-1
TUY Rog T

Shop for souvenirs at Kisakg Showbundo 7

JAPAN TRAVEL

isitors to Iwakuni’s famous

Kintai Bridge should con-

sider traveling just a bit
farther south to Yanai. The city of
Yanai is famous for its small, pic-
turesque district filled with historic
white-walled merchant homes, all
of which are decorated in red paper
goldfish lanterns. It is a perfect des-
tination for those who want a quiet
‘time-slip’ into Japan’s past.

After a short five minute walk
from Yanai Station down Retro-
dori and across the Yanai River,
visitors soon find themselves at the
Shirakabe-no-machinami, a 200
meter-long street reminiscent of
the Edo Era. Walking to the left, the
recommended first stop is a tour of
the residence of the Kunimori Fam-
ily. Eighth generation Kunimori-
san still lives in the back of the
home. His lovely wife leads visitors
around in a combination of English
and Japanese - her explanations are
some of the best I've ever encoun-
tered in a historic home in Japan.

Detour off the main street and
walk up to the Sagawa Shoyu-gura
where soy sauce has been made the
old-fashioned way for almost 200
years. Take a close look at the giant
vats where shoyu is being made, try
some samples, and be sure to take

=M Japan Campus

v/Observe a class

T TEM PLE UNIVERSITY

N
\

some home with you!

Across from Sagawa is the Ya-
nai Nishigura, a giant warehouse-
turned cultural space. In addition
to free, ever-changing art exhib-
its, visitors can try their hand at a
variety of traditional workshops
- making paper goldfish lanterns,
weaving cloth coasters, or dyeing
handkerchiefs.

Stop for cake & coffee at Namba-
an, a cafe hidden down a narrow
alley in another traditional ware-
house; or visit Hiramoto for a tasty
bowl of ramen or their specialty,
chanpon - noodle soup filled with
vegetables and a touch of pork &
seafood.

Back to the right and just across
Retro-dori is Muroya-no-sono,
which was once the residence of
the wealthy Oda family. This prop-
erty is now a huge folklore museum
filled with treasures.
Although there are no
English explanations,
most items are self-ex-
planatory and the com-
pound itself is really im-
pressive.

Shopping is some-
thing to save for the end
of your visit. Stop in Kiji-
ya to purchase some pop-
ular Japanese & Western-

style cakes and sweets. and explofetheh o lsoka
. al

The shop also has a wide  Take your ume o Photos courtesy @ of

selection of souvenirs, Muroyan®

Join us for Open Class!
v'Meet students & faculty v Speak with our staff

gl
-l m:rﬂ

)=
/
5

d th 90\

including pottery. Also be sure
to pick up some nure sembei
(hand-baked rice -crackers)
at Murakami Shoten before
checking out Kisaka Show-
bundo’s collection of wonderful
goldfish-themed souvenirs and
Tsutsumiya’s handmade paper
goods.

If at all possible, stay in Ya-
nai into the evening. Everything
closes, the street goes completely
quiet, and the red goldfish lan-
terns light up. If you are ready for
dinner, be sure to eat at the ‘Dining
& Bar Kiraku’. Yoshimi-san, the
proprietor, is very friendly, speaks
great English, and is an excellent
cook. The menu offers a variety of
choices including seafood, pasta,
and some tasty chicken dishes.

Yanai is about 35 minutes from
both Iwakuni and Tokuyama Sta-
tions on a scenic, seaside train
line.

|stonc buildin

www.tuj.ac.jp/mba/open-class
Executive MBA Program

4-1-27 Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-0073
E-mail: emba@tuj.temple.edu Tel: 03-5441-9800
www.tuj.ac.jp/emba

Gl Bill accepted.

iskoric district

dfish lanterns
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Janken is Japan’s rock, paper, seissors

I /

BY HASHI
TOFUGU.COM

small decision like who gets the last

piece of pizza or who gets to ride shot-
gun, you’re probably more than familiar
with the game of rock, paper, scissors.

But you might not know how big rock,
paper, scissors is in Japan. Turns out that
rock, paper, scissors — or as it’s known in
Japan, janken — was big in Japan before
anybody in the West had ever even heard
of it.

Like Kkanji, fireworks, and General
Tsao’s chicken, rock, paper, scissors was
actually created in China. The game was
created around the time of Christ, but
stayed in China for hundreds of years. It
wasn’t until the 1700s that it made its way
over to Japan.

The rest, as they say, is history. Janken,
in the ensuing years, became incredibly
popular in Japan and today, pretty much
everybody in Japan knows how to play.
You could walk up to any child in Japan
and he/she would be immediately ready
to throw down in a game of janken.

Make no mistake though: janken isn’t
just used for schoolyard disputes. Virtu-
ally everybody in Japan plays janken to
solve disputes or make decisions.

Pop group AKB48 has held janken
tournaments to determine
which of the young ladies ap-
pear on the group’s next sin-
gle. Competition is fierce, and the tourna-
ments can run for several hours.

Janken was once even used in an in-
ternational, multimillion dollar art deal.

If you’ve ever needed help making a

The most expensive game of rock,
paper, scissors

Janken isn’t just used by the Japanese
to see who pays for the beer or whose
turn it is to clean the dishes; it can also be

orucu coM

used for expensive,
high-stakes decisions.

In 2005, a Japanese busi-
nessman decided to auction off his art
collection which included masterpieces
from renowned European
artists like Cézanne, Picasso,

and van Gogh.

But he ran into a bit of a snag
when it came time to decide which of the
world’s two most famous auction houses,
Christie’s and Sotheby’s, would get the
rights to auction off his magnificent col-
lection.

So how did this businessman make his
decision? He made the two auction hous-
es compete in a game of janken.

The two auction houses spent a week-
end strategizing, planning their one, criti-
cal move; and on Monday, the competition

took place. The New
York Times paints a
picture of the scene:

Instead of the usual method of play-
ing the game with the hands, the teams
were given a form explaining the rules.
They were then asked to write one word
in Japanese — rock, paper or scissors —on
the paper.

After each house had entered its de-
cision, a Maspro manager looked at the
choices. Christie’s was the winner: scis-
sors beat paper.

“We were told immediately and then
asked to go downstairs to another room
and wait, while the forms went off to
headquarters to be approved,” Mr. Ren-
dell said. He described the atmosphere in
the room as “difficult,” saying both sides
were forced to “make small talk.”

HOW TO PLAY

Janken is played pretty similarly to the way most
people play rock, paper, scissors in the US: you use
one of three moves to beat your opponent. Rock
breaks scissors, scissors cuts paper, and paper cov-
ers rock.

Obviously in Japan though, they use different ter-
minology. Here's a handy table:

English Romaji Japanese
Rock Guu guu

Paper Paa paa
Scissors Choki choki

The differences don't stop there. There's a whole
special ritual to janken that's a little different than
what I'm used to in the US.

1. Both players start by saying “Saisho wa guu”
(saishohagu |RA(SWVL&)IF<S) or “Starting
with rock,” and holding out a closed fist.

2. Each says “janken pon!” and throw out their
move, whether it's rock, paper, or scissors.

3. If there’s a tie (both players choose the same
move), both players say “Aiko desho!” (aiko
HF(@BUVZ)HETF), or “It seems like a tie!” and
keep going in rapid-fire succession until some-
body finally wins. But it doesn't stop there.
There are tons of variants to janken, some
more violent than others.

But while janken has served as a cor-
nerstone of the decision-making process
for centuries, that era may soon be com-
ing to an end.

Has japan solved rock, paper,
scissors?

A Japanese university has recently in-
vented a robot that beats humans every
time in rock, paper, scissors. That’s right,
it has a 100% winrate. Say what?

How does it do it? It’s pretty simple:
the robot uses a camera to quickly read
what its opponent’s move is going to be,
and reacts at the last possible second.

What happens when two of these ro-
bots play against each other? An infinite
tie? Would the universe implode? Nobody
can know for sure.

But I can say this: until somebody
makes a portable janken robot available
to the masses, janken will remain a cul-
tural staple in Japan.

Just remember, the next time that
you’re challenged to a game of janken
to decide who buys the next round, don’t
pick rock.
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| . FAMILY/FRIEND SPECIAL- Purchase 2 vehicles at same time and receive a $1000.00 Discount!

* We provide JCl Renewal & Vehicle Repairs with loaner car available!
Exporting / Importing & Complete Auto Service Experts!

¢ VISA, MC and AM Payments Accepted! Three Month Warranty & all paperwork fees included in price!
8 o Call Tamie now for free consultation or pickup at 090-9478-0227 English OK!
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Stripes Sports Trivia

Who was the first player, after a record-breaking season in which he led his team to an NBA-record
73 wins and set an individual record of 402 three-pointers (smashing his own previous league re-
cord of 286 set the year before), in NBA history to be elected league MVP by a unanimous vote?

Answer

FUSSA sta.
HIGASHI-FUSSA sta.
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The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke

ACROSS
1 Iron follower
5 On a trip, maybe
9 "Ghostbusters"
goo
14 One of 24
15 Learned one
16 Pavarotti, e.g.
17 Make aware
19 Finish with
20 Visibly
embarrassed
21 Protests
22 Title derived
from Caesar
23 Gin's partner
24 Painful sound
27 "When pigs fly!"
29 Hang in there
32 Duo quadrupled
34 Like many
stadiums
36 Roof stuff
37 Falling-out
38 Party staple
39 Without warmth
41 Bud holder?
42 Like some milk
44 Windchime spot,
often
45 Break in half
47 Tony or Hugo
49 Raven's haven
50 Rustic abode
52 Camera setting
54 Cloth shred
56 Asphyxiate
60 Upper crust
61 Aristocrat
62 Romantic one
63 Yours and mine
64 Dead against
65 Bad looks
66 Seemingly
forever
67 Adam of
"Batman" fame

DOWN
1 "Moonstruck"
star
2 Kind of wolf

1

2 3 4 5 6 7

8

10 (11 |12 |13

15

56

57 |58 |59

62

64

65

67
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3 Word sung on 33 AAA service

12/31 35 Bite the dust
4 Floating fish 40 Vatican dogma
catcher 43 It'll grow on you
5 Depth charge, 46 Pitter-
slangily 48 Coercion

51 Bar orders
53 Caps Lock
neighbor

6 Like some drinks
7 Got mellower
8 Asian capital?
9 Ale holder
10 Soup legume

54 Come clean

55 Natural soother

56 Slimy garden
pest

57 Auctioneer's last
word

58 A whole bunch

59 Trim to fit, maybe

61 Feathered stole

Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:

11 Signifying, with Rl T

A E

"of! o

12 Phobos, to Mars T
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13 Coastal raptors
18 Tank filler
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21 Miffed
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23 It's measured in
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degrees
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24 Painting
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Grandma
25 Indian, for one
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26 Good-looking
28 "Behold!"

30 Red tag events

31 Secret
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HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the

numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must

AlG

4

contain the numbers 1 to 9.

7
1
3

Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:
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Fast, friendly and convenient!

Insure Your Concerts, Events & Tournaments!

INSURANCE

quramount :: E

Serving Yokota Air Base since 1955
Auto, Fire, Theft &Travel Insurance Providers
Complete Auto & Motorcycle JCI / Liability Policies

& Vehicle Registration/De-registrations Services

& George's Insured Customers only-Import/Export Services
& Living Support Rental Insurance

& We speak English and US Dollars Okay!

Email us: georges@cocoa.ne.jp or Call 042-551-2744

Open Monday thru Friday 0900-1800 & Saturday & Holidays 1000-1600

Blue Seal @
Icecream
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CUSTOMER APPRECIATION

WEEKEND
MAY 18th and 19th, 2019

MORE THAN

$15,000

IN GIVEAWAYS AND PRIZES!

SAT-MAY 18 GIVEAWAYS SUN°MAY 19 GIVEAWAYS
$2,000 Shopping Spree $3, OOO Shopplng Spree

Spo sored by Military Auto Source

$1, OOO Shopping Spree $500 NEX Glft Card

Sponsored by NEX

Trek B|kes ($999+ value) Trek B|kes ($999+ value)
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A taste of Yolcosulka

| J
you'll never forget Healky, Tastyand Spicy
Wi thatii dish , dd th
best herbs and spices specially handpicked from Nepal GORKHA PALACE

and India. With our belief deeply rooted in the Eastern Nepali /Indian Restaurant

&l;l:(c;sgfrzyi'nvgerreyg\?vfy il\’]/:;)cvceutsrtec;r:tel‘:e?; :Sgoc;]de, aonuc: Jyunesu Yokosuka Bldg. 1F, 1-21 Odaki-cho Yokosuka-shi, Kanagawa-ken
5-star experienced cooks and chefs ensure the food — TEL: (046)874-8528 www.gorkha-palace.com

looks as good as it is healthy. Once you come and visit W@ =] Located just outside Yokosuka NB Womble Gate on the corner of Rt 16(same bldg. as 7-11)
us, we are confident that you will make plans to come L BT ' a
again. We eagerly await the opportunity to serve you
our delicacies!!

American craft beer
IS our specialty!

Antenna Americais just what you need to quench your
thirst! Our Kannai, Yokohama and Shinagawa branches
serve up American craft beer from top U.S. craft brewer-
ies. Please go to : http://www.naganotrading.com/ for
o~ more details. Our tasting rooms have rotating taps and a
((( N \\\ huge selection of bottles, all fresh from breweries thanks

* n to our cold-chain delivery system. Chicken wings, burg-

ers and other American food items all made to order at

our Kannai and Yokohama branches. We have private

American Craft Beer Bottle Shop & Tasting Room space available upon request at our Kannai branch. An-
tenna America is family friendly, so come check us out!

Kannai smin walk from JR Kannai Station North Exit ~ Yokohama Yokohama Station Joinus B1 Shlnag AWa JR Shinagawa Station Atre 3F

OrderOnline www.antenna-america.com/order.html
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It tastes as good
as it sounds

Beginning with an Eric Clapton guitar, Hard Rock Cafe
owns the world’s greatest collection of music memora-
bilia, which is displayed at its locations around the globe.
For fans of music, great food and good times, Hard Rock
is the go-to restaurant to get that authentic American
diner-inspired cuisine wrapped in a unique musical ex-
perience. So, it’s time to strike up the band! Events, like
great music, are born to inspire others. At Hard Rock
Cafe, we pride ourselves on delivering an exceptional ex-
perience with a rock ‘n’ roll twist for each and every one
of our guests.
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YOU KNOW HOW PHENOMENAL

ARTISTS TAKE SOMETHING REAL AND
RAW AND MAKE IT LEGENDARY? &
YEAH, OUR BURGERS ARE LIKE THAT. t‘ :

SHOWOURMIilitafyalD, - |
t0'getil 0761diScol

AlconolicBeverages Exclided
TOKYO | UYENO-EKI TOKYO

OSAKA | UNIVERSAL CITYWALK OSAKA™ | FUKUOKA
NARITA | ASAKUSA  *ROCKSHOP ONLY
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| YOKOHAMA

Casual french Restaurant
&

Patisserie
\ (4---..\

10-40

aily 11:30 to 15:00 (Last order 14:00)
17:30 to 22:00 (Last order 21:00)
Wednesday Closed

14-7-2 sakura Misawa Aomori 033-0031
phone 0176 58 7001
Fax 01760 58 7092

Private party space is available
- - Y

7

“&‘ ,ﬁ‘u@

| Our Patisserie has opened!!!
- Come try our homemade cakes & other baked goods.
Hours: 10:00 tO 21:00

Delicious
cuisine in Misawa

North 40-40 is celebrating our fourth anniversary!! Join
us for a wonderful French meal!! Head chef Kazu Hira-
bayashi dished up food at some of Tokyo's finest French
restaurants before bringing his culinary talents to Aomori.
Chef Hirabayashi and his staff use only the finest, freshest
local and original French ingredients in his tasty dishes.
Many from the military community have enjoyed North
40-40's French fare and its casual and friendly atmosphere.
So stop by and treat yourself to some delicious French
food and wine. We can’t wait to serve you!
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A special cake
for a special day

Do you wish to make your sweet dreams come true?
Sunrise Bakery is the custom cake headquarters at
Yokota Air Base. Retirement ceremonies or weddings,
promotions or birthdays, name an occasion and the
bakery will make a themed cake for you. Are you a
breakfast person? Start your day with the epic view
of the Yokota Flight line as you pick up your breakfast
choice of omelets, burritos or bagels, Monday to
Saturday. You can also grab a box of a dozen donuts
for your office functions. Stop by Sunrise Bakery today
for an experience bigger than just pastries.

* MON-FRI * 6:30 A.M.-12 P.M.
* SAT * 7-11:30 A.M.
* CLOSED SUN/HOLIDAYS

PHONE: 225-8917 BLDG NO. 621

ittps:fyokotafss.com/sunrise-bakeny/ C}" BuPPBIT .EE.E

EG OUTwith OUTBACK

HE OUTBACK ORIGINAL A Steak

experience
crafted
just for you!

Outback Steakhouse starts fresh every day to create
the flavors that our mates crave. Our signature steaks are
seasoned, hand-carvedto orderand grilled to perfection.
b #8 Our specialty is Slow-Roasted Prime Ribs offered during

Roppongi Yol 05-5413-4870 _ { weekend dinnertime. Best known for grilled steaks,
' ' 1 ribs and chicken, Outback also offers a wide variety of

f :00-23: . P - . .
} s';"t‘-’gu:;h }}ngg_gg_gg :tg :z:g; °‘51¥£§" Roppongi crisp salads and freshly made soups and sides. Our new

station

1 minute walk from *Hibiya Line Roppongi" station or -1 crgations and gri!led classics'aret made.from scratch daily
AL i —— 3 using only the highest quality ingredients from around
6-1:3 Roppong, Minato ks, Togo @ the world. Come and enjoy our authentic American food
*Happy hour is available at Roppongi, Shinagawa Takanawa and Shinagawa Konan branches. and feel at home away from home.

The concllhon of Happy Hour varles at Iocahon Please confacf each Iocahon cllrecily for clefculs

LR TR

Shihuya Shlnagawa Takanawa i Shlnagawa Konan ¥ Ikebukuro 5 Ebma i Makuharl i Maihama
Tel. 03-5459-7751 * Tel. 03-5798-3501 i Tel.03-6718-2761 i Tel.03-5028-1391 | Tel. 046-202-4286 | Tel.043-213-3256 { Tel. 047-700-9031

www.outbacksteakhouse.co.jp/en
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BY JESSICATHOMPSON,
METROPOLIS MAGAZINE

he top of a mountain is

generally not the place

you expect to eat some
of best cheesecake of your life,
particularly not the top of a
mountain in Japan. Yet this was
exactly what happened on a day
trip to Mount Takao just outside
of Tokyo, when I stumbled on
cheesecake shop Tenguya, con-
veniently nestled by the cable
car back to ground level. Ten-
guya sells crispy pastry tarts
filled with a creamy, light and
fluffy cheesecake centre akin to
taking a bite out of the moun-
tain’s surrounding clouds.

This light and fluffy mousse-
like form (affectionately known
as “fuwa-fuwa” in Japanese
onomatopoeia) is typical of the
cheesecake varieties native
to Japan. While nothing about
cheesecake may seem typically
Japanese — dairy, cake — it’s
a modern staple in cafes, bak-
eries, patisseries, specialty
shops, convenience stores and
dessert menus across Japan.
Several cheesecake tart chains,
like BAKE and PABLO, are re-
nowned for attracting around-
the-block queues for their
stores, both nationally and
internationally.

There are two main
types of  Japanese
cheesecake, both the
result of a slight re-
modelling to fit local
tastes — lighter, less
sweet and delightfully
lower in calories. The
Japanese “souffle”
cheesecake is a baked
variety, but differs
from a traditional New
York-style baked cheesecake

by incorporating a meringue
egg white batter to the cream
cheese mixture, which is cooked
in a bain-marie to produce a
soft, chiffon-like consistency. It
may or may not have a molten
center, depending on the cook-
ing time, and is also sometimes
topped with a smear of apricot
jam. Japan also has its own
take on the Western unbaked
cheesecake, known as “rare”
cheesecake. This version uses
a setting agent, like agar-agar
or gelatin, and a base of cream
cheese and yogurt rather than
cream, giving it a sour tang.

To reach this point of distinc-
tion and global following, Japa-
nese cheesecake traversed the
globe, went through many iter-
ations, and overcame challeng-
es in culinary predispositions.
Its history is therefore rela-
tively brief — around 40 years
— considering the cheesecake’s
history of over 2000 years. The
oldest record of cheesecake
is credited to the writer Ath-
enaeus in 230 AD, but records
from as far back as 776 BC
note it being fed to players of
the Olympic Games to provide

stamina for tired bodies.
Archaeological
findings show
this version
as cheese-
. cake made
4 from flour,
r wheat,
honey and
i " chees e,
,_}.-- and was
-

T more of a pud-

i I‘ ding-style number.
Romans spread the

Greek cheesecake across Eu-
rope, with the modern baked-
style cheesecake thought to
have its origins in medieval

STRIPES JAPAN
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Poland, and was a mixture of
cottage cheese, creme patis-
siere, lightly fermented raw
milk and fresh cheeses. Polish
immigrants took this cake with
them to the US, then after the
invention of cream cheese in
New York in 1872, cheesecake
recipes featuring cream cheese
began to appear.

Meanwhile in Japan, the
recently-established Meiji gov-
ernment was encouraging the
adoption of foreign foods, with
a recipe book published in 1873
making the first mention of
cheesecake — albeit a mixture
of cheese and rice rather than a
Western-regarded ‘“cake.” But
as traditional Japanese palates
of the time found cheese par-
ticularly noisome, the cake was
not readily adopted. It wasn’t
until the postwar period, when
American forces stationed in
Japan had brought with them
American-baked cheesecake,
along with other foreign flavors
and foods, that tastes started to
evolve. During the early Showa
Period, soft cottage cheese and
cream cheeses were introduced
to Japan, and began appearing
as a novel ingredient in tra-
ditional confectionary, which
grew in consumption with the
introduction of electric refrig-
erators in the home during the

1950s, and slowly the Japa-
nese partiality for cheese and
cheese-based desserts followed.

Commercial pioneers of
cheesecake in Japan appeared
in the 1960s. On a trip to Ber-
lin in 1969, Tomotaro Kuzuno,
owner of Kobe’s Morozoff, en-
countered a local kisekuchen
cheesecake (a German variant),
and was so enamoured that he
decided it needed to be made
available back in his home
country. Rikuro Ojisan in Osaka
was among the first chains serv-
ing up the characteristic wob-
bly, airy, souffle-style Japanese
cheesecake. During the 1970s,
women’s magazines featuring
cheesecake catalysed a boom in

—CAK
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the cake’s popularity across the
country. In the late 1980s, more
desserts featuring cheese-
like tiramisu and cheese-filled
steamed buns began to appear
and solidify the place of cheese
in Japanese cuisine. Since the
1990s, the appetite for, and
availability of, cheesecake has
been widespread across Japan.

If climbing a mountain for
cheesecake isn’t your thing,
PABLO has its largest store in
Harajuku, also serving up fla-
vors like matcha with red beans
in addition to a traditional plain
cheesecake, and letting custom-
ers decide whether they want
their cheese tarts taken out of
the oven a little earlier, for an
oozy centre, or baked a little
longer for a mousse-like centre.
BAKE, which uses three differ-
ent cheeses in their cheesecake
tarts — one from Hakodate in
Hokkaido — can be found in
various parts of Tokyo. Oth-
erwise, there are many other
chains, cheesecake-selling ca-
fes, and even regular old kon-
binis where you can sample the
soft and fuwa-fuwa delight of
Japanese cheesecake.
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It's a special time
For Big Mac lovers!

For those of you who cherish a Big Mac but are looking
for a little bit more, McDonald'’s is thinking about you!
For a limited time only, we'll be serving up our special
Grand Big Mac and Giga Big Mac. If you want something
a little smaller but are craving a Big Mac, give our Big
Mac Jr. a try! For all you bacon lovers, our Bacon Potato
PiESEN is a must! Can't go wrong with bacon. So, stop by
the Golden Arches in Misawa for variations of a classic,
as well as the chance to devour bacon and potatoes.

Bacon Potato

Deep-fried bacon
and potatoes!

Big
E
!Ma%

: Limited Quantity
Limited Time Only

PiESEN

Tel: 0176-50-1415 URL www. mcdonalds co.jp/

Address: 2-31-144 Sakae-cho misawa-shi, Aomori

servingYokosuka base
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Breakfast buffet great
way to start off day!

The Market Basket at Yokosuka Naval Base has just
what you need to fuel your body to kick off the day -
our “All You Can Eat” Breakfast Buffet! Enjoy a variety of
eggs, meats, pastries, waffles, French toast, pancakes,
fruits, veggies and more for $9.99 (kids under 6, $5.99).
For $1 more, savor our “All You Can Drink” fresh-brewed
drip coffee. Chefs from around the globe developed the
menu for the buffet and made-to-order options for the
entire family. The Market Basket offers a taste of home
without the work! Catering and private dining available.
Friday Happy Hour specials 5 p.m. - closing.
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A little story about
Jack & Betty hotdogs

Located in Sky Plaza Misawa, Jack & Betty Food Corner
offers a variety of tasty hotdogs. Our eight original
homemade hotdogs are popular with the military
community and all lovers of hotdogs. Our large juicy
“dogs” are served on local freshly baked buns, a combo
that will leave your mouth watering and your stomach
grumbling for more. And if you do have some room left,
we recommend our homemade, naturally-flavored and
additive-free gelato, the perfect dessert to any of our tasty
hotdogs! So, stop by Jack & Betty. We'll make you feel at
home while you chomp on our tasty dogs.
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ELEVATE YOUR TASTE BUDS

THE MILE HIGH

NEW' L|m|ted Tlme Offer

AUS1SIE BEEF '\DOUBLE “ay
MILE le?ﬁ BURGER

150¢

YOKOSUKA

7 100w ruEMILE HIGHZS

ANGUS B‘URGER

Authentic,
juicy &
hearty,
we are
now in
;iYOkosuka

COMBO “S”

*1,350

ala carte¥1,190

(Tax included)

Born in CALIFORNIA OVER 75 YEARS ago, Carl Karch-
er had a hot dog cart and a dream. The hot dog cart
became CARLS JR.®, now one of the PREMIER BURGER
BRANDS in the world, with over 3,800 RESTAURANTS in
over 42 COUNTRIES. We focus on FRESH FOOD made
with only PREMIUM QUALITY INGREDIENTS so that
you can indulge in our BIG, JUICY BURGERS, HAND-
SCOOPED REAL ICE CREAM SHAKES and HAND-BREAD-
ED CHICKEN. All while you sit back and relax as WE
BRING FOOD TO YOUR TABLE with a smile as warm as
the CALIFORNIA SUNSHINE.
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LOCATION : Diver CityTokyo (ODAIBA), AKIHABARA, JIYUGAOKA, SHONAN HIRATSUKA
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