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YOKOSUKA – Sailors at Navy 
Information Operations Com-
mand Yokosuka held the in-
augural meeting of the com-
mand’s Gay, Lesbian, and 
Supportive Sailors organization 
Nov. 1.

GLASS was established to 
provide an open 
forum for all 
sailors to dis-
cuss matters 
that impact the 
lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, trans-
gender, and 
queer commu-
nity. The goal of 
the organization 
is to increase 
understanding 
of the LGBTQ 
issues and pro-
mote the Navy’s 
commitment that all sailors are 
treated with dignity, respect, 
and professionalism.

The effort to start GLASS 
at NIOC Yokosuka was led by 
Cryptologic Technician (Main-
tenance) 3rd Class Rachel Bu-
chberger, who learned about 
the organization while she was 

deployed aboard the guided-
missile destroyers USS Benfold 
and USS Milius.

“I wanted to create an en-
vironment where sailors could 
have an open discussion, re-
gardless of rank or sexual iden-
tity, about LGBTQ issues,” said 
Buchberger. “It’s an opportuni-
ty to talk and share experiences 
while educating sailors on the 

different groups 
within the LG-
BTQ commu-
nity. We want 
to be a resource 
for people who 
want to be LG-
BTQ allies.”

During the 
meeting, Bu-
chberger and 
C r y p t o l o g i c 
T e c h n i c i a n 
(Technical) 2nd 
Class Donald 

Dahlem discussed the impor-
tance of understanding the dif-
ferent sexual orientations and 
addressed some common mis-
conceptions about the LGBTQ 
community.

Dahlem said his goal for 
GLASS is to keep sailors ap-
prised of current Depart-
ment of Defense policies that 

directly affect LGBTQ Service 
members.

“There have been multiple 
changes in policy regarding 
LGBTQ matters over the past 
few years,” said Dahlem. “One 
of my goals for this organiza-
tion is to ensure that sailors 
understand the current policies 
and how they impact members 
of the military.”

Buchberger hopes that 
GLASS will ultimately evolve 
from a command organization 
to a community organization 
supported by sailors across Yo-
kosuka.

“We would eventually like to 
grow GLASS to include other 
commands in Yokosuka,” said 
Buchberger. “The goal is to 

have a community outreach so 
that we can positively impact 
sailors, family members, and 
the local community.”

NIOC Yokosuka welcomes 
the addition of GLASS as a sail-
or-focused association support-
ing the Navy’s focus on build-
ing sailor resiliency, promoting 
equal opportunity, and encour-
aging command and commu-
nity involvement. GLASS is 
one of several organizations at 
NIOC Yokosuka which repre-
sent the Command’s focus on 
developing resilience-building 
habits, creating an inclusive 
and welcoming workplace, and 
creating opportunities for sail-
or involvement in their com-
mand and community.

BY ITC  THOMAS SKOFF, 
NIOC  YOKOSUKA

Yokosuka sailors start 
LGBTQ organization

CT2 Donald Dahlem and CT3 Rachel Buchberger lead the inaugural Gay, Lesbian, 
and Supportive Sailors meeting at Navy Information Operations Command 
Yokosuka. Photo by PO1 Victoria Sengelman, Navy Information Operations Command Yokosuka  

“We want to 
be a resource 

for people who 
want to be 

LGBTQ allies.”
– CT3 Rachel Buchberger
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MISAWA AIR BASE – U.S. Air Force vet-
eran Hailey Smits, the 35th Fighter Wing 
pantry coordinator, gives back to the Mis-
awa Air Base community by volunteering 
her time at the food pantry.

In hopes of spreading light and joy dur-
ing the season of giving, The First Four, 
Seabees at the Public Works Department 
and Smits are organizing a Misawa Pantry 
Holiday Drive, Nov. 15 through Dec. 15.

“With the holidays quickly approach-
ing, we ask for donations to support our 
airmen” explained Smits. “We appreciate 
the support and thoughtfulness from our 
donors who put the needs of our airmen as 
a priority during this season.”

Bins for donation will be located at the 
Commissary, Shoppette, Potter Fitness 
Center and Child Development Center.

The 35th Fighter Wing Pantry Program 
provides the Team Misawa community 
with 10 free items a month, per family, no 
exclusions! Items include beans, canned 
goods, pasta, soups and condiments.

Smits urged community members not 
only to donate but also to utilize it when 
needed.

“This program gives Team Misawa 
members a safe place to grab essential 
items,” expressed Kimberly Henderson, 

the Misawa AB Thrift Shop manager. 
“The food pantry continues to make com-
munity outreach and engagement a top 
priority by having free food readily avail-
able for active duty members and their 
dependents.”

The pantry collects non-perishables, 
diapers, wipes, cleaning supplies, house-
hold items, baking supplies and many oth-
er items. Opened, expired and used items 
are not accepted.

“I urge everyone to take advantage 
of this program,” explained Henderson. 
“This is a great avenue to take advantage 
of.”

This food pantry aids in community co-
hesion, while also providing convenient 
goods needed for base personnel’s readi-
ness and sustainability.

“I want to get the word out, in hopes 
of attracting donators and shoppers,” ex-
pressed Smits. “I want to encourage ev-
eryone to donate during this food drive 
because your donations provide to those 
airmen who are in need.”

The pantry, located at the thrift shop, 
is open Tuesday through Friday 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and the first and third Saturdays 
of the month, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The wing 
pantry located inside the Misawa Thrift 
Store, building 1953, will also be accept-
ing donations. Donations are accepted, 
but items must be brought inside to a staff 
member for food safety purposes.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
AIRMAN 1ST CLASS CHINA M. SHOCK, 

35TH FIGHTER WING

Misawa Pantry collecting donations through Dec. 15

Hailey Smits

A pyramid of 
canned goods 
sits on a cabinet 
at the Misawa 
Pantry at Misawa 
Air Base.
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TOKYO — Bracing for an influx 
of tourists as the 2020 Olympics 
draw near, Tokyo police 
are warning of a poten-
tial increase in scams 
targeting foreigners 
in the city’s enter-
tainment districts.

So -ca l led 
“rip-off bars” 
— a ploy tar-
geting foreign-
ers that may be 
familiar to some 
U.S. service members 

climb even higher.
The Japanese government is 

aiming to increase foreign visi-
tors to Japan to 40 million next 
year when the Tokyo Olympics 
take place. There were 31.2 mil-

lion visitors in 
2018.

Police are also 
seeing a trend 
of what they 
call “drink back 

girls” who typically target for-
eign men, Nagasaka said. These 
women find a target on the street 
or in hotel lounges, bars or via 
dating apps and lure them to go 
out for drinks at a rip-off bar.

The women, who usually 

receive half of the money paid 
by the target, often order expen-
sive drinks to hike up the bill, 
Nagasaka said.

The U.S. military, which 
says it has not seen an uptick in 
crimes targeting Tokyo-based 
troops, regularly educates ser-
vice members about such scams.

“We highly encourage our 
community to take advantage of 
serving in Japan so they can get 
off base,” said U.S. Army Garri-
son Japan spokeswoman Gwen-
dolyn Smalls. “We also stress 
that they do it safely and take 
the same precautions they 
would use when visiting 
any other city. Travel with 

customer’s consciousness is un-
clear.

“Entertainment districts are 
places where people go to re-
fresh and enjoy, but it’s also easy 
to commit crimes and violence,” 
said Yuta Naga-
saka, superinten-
dent of the metro 
police’s First Or-
ganized Crime 
Control Division.

Although police do not keep 
track of crimes targeting for-
eigners specifically, Nagasaka 
said he expects these incidents 
to increase as tourist numbers, 
which surged during the recent 
Rugby World Cup in Japan, 

— have been on the rise, accord-
ing to Tokyo Metropolitan Po-
lice. The scam typically involves 
patrons being lured inside a bar 
by street touts in areas like Rop-
pongi and Kabukicho, then find-
ing themselves charged exces-

sively large tabs.
These bars, which are 

usually operated by for-
eigners from non-West-
ern countries, have 

been known to charge 
a target’s credit 
card more than 
once. In other cas-

es, they are served 
strong or spiked alcohol 

and fudge the bill while the 

BY HANA KUSUMOTO AND
 THERON GODBOLD,

STARS AND STRIPES
Published: November 17, 2019

Photos by Theron Godbold, Stars and Stripes

EXCLUSIVE NEWS FROM:

‘RIP-OFF BARS’
Tokyo police warn

foreigners of scams
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a buddy, have a plan, be 
aware of your surround-
ings.”

Japanese police have in-
creased patrols and are work-
ing with community associa-
tions and restaurants and bars 
to clean up the streets and warn 
people about the touts, Nagasaka 
said.

Tokyo police have put up Eng-
lish posters, which can also be 
found at some U.S. military bas-
es, showing a man and woman 
luring a person to a door. “Your 
plastic money is being targeted 
by card criminals,” the posters 
read. “Beware of over street 

solicitations!! (Drink-spiking 
cases are on the rise).”

If you suspect you’ve been 
taken by this type of scam, call 
police immediately and have a 
copy of your credit card state-
ment when filing a report, said 
Nagasaka, who added the best 
defense is avoiding the trap in 
the first place.

“Do not follow someone you 
don’t know,” he said. “You should 
think there is a catch when a 
stranger talks to you in English.”
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto
godbold.theron@stripes.com
Twitter: @GodboldTheron

Tokyo police have 
increased patrols 

and are warn-
ing people about 
scams targeting 
foreigners in the 
city’s entertain-
ment districts.

DO YOU HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?  IF SO, LOG ON TO STRIPESJAPAN.COM



A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION NOVEMBER 29 − DECEMBER 5, 20196 STRIPES JAPAN

cemetery. The cemetery was 
established in 1854, when Com-
modore Matthew C. Perry nego-
tiated with the Japanese to lay to 
rest Robert Williams, a 24-year-
old Marine. A piece of land was 
identified within the Zotokuin 
Temple in Yokohama for the de-
ceased. This practice has con-
tinued for over 150 years since 
then, and has been expanded to 
allow other foreign nations a lo-

cation to bury their 
dead when they are 
away from home.

During the clean 
up, IWTS Yoko-
suka sailors spent 
the majority of 
their time beauti-
fying the area sur-
rounding the USS 
Oneida memorial. 
The memorial was 
erected for sailors 
who perished when 
the USS Oneida, a 
sloop-of-war, sank 
off the coast of Yo-
kohama, Japan in 
1870. Other sail-
ors focused on the 
World War I me-
morial where over 

100 U.S. service members are 
buried.

IWTC San Diego, as part of 
the Center for Information War-
fare Training, provides a con-
tinuum of training to Navy and 
joint service personnel that pre-
pares them to conduct informa-
tion warfare across the full spec-
trum of military operations.

With four schoolhouse com-
mands, two detachments, 
and training sites through-
out the United States and 

YOKOSUKA – Information War-
fare Training Site Yokosuka sail-
ors volunteered with their coun-
terparts from Commander, Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka to clean up 
the Yokohama Foreign General 
Cemetery in preparation for Vet-
erans Day weekend, Nov. 7.

The Yokohama Foreign Gen-
eral Cemetery 
serves as a place 
for foreign nation-
als to be laid to rest 
when they pass 
away while serving 
overseas. Thirty 
sailors volunteered 
to spend their day 
cleaning up tree 
limbs, weeds and 
other objects to 
beautify the ceme-
tery after multiple 
typhoons recently 
passed through the 
area and damaged 
the facility.

“Doing this gave 
everyone a chance 
to reflect on and 
honor the service 
of those who have gone before 
us,” said Cryptologic Technician 
(Collections) 1st Class Clifton 
Reid, who serves as an instruc-
tor with IWTS Yokosuka.

His shipmate at IWTS Yo-
kosuka, Information Systems 
Technician 1st Class Crystal 
Guzman, added, “It felt nice to 
give back to the community.”

After the clean up was com-
plete, participants toured the 
multiple memorials, graves and 
the museum contained in the 

BY LT. PATRICK C. RUMSEY, 
INFORMATION WARFARE TRAINING 

COMMAND SAN DIEGO

Yokosuka sailors help 
beautify cemetery

IT1 Omorose Mott (left) and CT1 Clifton Reid remove debris from the Foreign General 
Cemetery in Yokohama ahead of Veterans Day. Photo by CT1 Justin Castillo, U.S. Navy

IT1 Crystal Guzman (left) and CT1 Megan Cabral remove debris from the Foreign General Cemetery in Yokohama. 
Photo by CT1 Justin Castillo, U.S. Navy

“Doing this 
gave everyone 

a chance to 
reflect on and 

honor the
service of 
those who 
have gone
before us.” 

– CT1 Clifton Reid
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Stripes Japan is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. 
This newspaper is authorized for publication by the Department 
of Defense for members of the military services overseas.  
However, the contents of Stripes Japan are unofficial, and are 
not to be considered as the official views of, or endorsed by, 
the U.S. government, including the Department of Defense 
or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, Stripes 
Japan may be distributed through official channels and use 
appropriated funds for distribution to remote and isolated 

locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including 
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of 
those products by the Department of Defense or Stars and 
Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication 
shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or 
any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

Japan, CIWT is recog-
nized as Naval Education 
and Training Command’s 

top learning center for the past 
three years. Training over 
20,000 students every year, 
CIWT delivers trained infor-
mation warfare professionals 

to the Navy and joint services. 
CIWT also offers more than 200 
courses for cryptologic techni-
cians, intelligence specialists, 
information systems techni-
cians, electronics technicians, 
and officers in the information 
warfare community.

Instructors from Information Warfare Training Site Yokosuka at the Foreign 
General Cemetery in Yokohama. Photo by OS2 Katerria Spears, U.S. Navy
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Y asukuni Shrine, one of the best known Shinto shrines, has often 
been seen as a symbol of imperial Japan’s war history.  

Located near Imperial Palace in the Kudan district of Tokyo, 
it provides an outlook on the unique Shinto shrine and the modern war 
history of Japan. 

I decided to visit the shrine to learn about it and the history of Japan 
at war.

A couple-minute walk from Kudanshita Station of Tozai Line took me 
to a large light tower called takadoro (literally, tall lantern). Japan’s larg-
est shrine lantern was made with Japanese and Western architectural 

methods in 1871 to console the spirits of those who were 
killed in battle. The lantern has continued to light up not 
only the front of the shrine, but the entire hill that Kudan 
is located on.

A pedestrian bridge near the lantern led me to the 
shrine entrance. 

Although it is a Shinto shrine, Yasukuni Shrine doesn’t 
enshrine Shinto gods, but is simply dedicated to those who 
died in war. Since Emperor Meiji established it in 1869 to 
commemorate and honor the achievement of war dead, 
more than 2,466,000 warriors and civilians have been en-

shrined. 
While some consider the shrine a sacred home to national heroes, just 

like Arlington National Cemetery, others see it as a symbol of Japanese 
militarism that drove countless people to war. Official visits by ministers for the End-
of-War Anniversary has raised criticism in neighboring countries. 

Upon arriving, I was astonished again to see the gigantic black torii gate that greets 
you. The torii, made from copper, is 82 feet tall, 112 feet wide and considered the larg-
est in the nation. Besides this gigantic copper gate, there were two more large torii – 
bronze and wooden gates that I passed through before reaching the main shrine. 

After passing through the first torii, I came upon a tall statue of Omura Masujiro. 
Omura was the founder of the modern Japanese Army and contributed to establishing 
the shrine. This 125-year-old statue is known as Japan’s first Western-style statue.

Just after the second bronze torii, there was an 84-year-old magnificent cypress 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY TAKAHIRO  TAKIGUCHI,
STRIPES JAPAN

Explore Yasukuni Shrine
Yasukuni Shrine enshrines warriors throughout the modern history of Japan. Visiting this 
attraction paints a picture of the turbulent history of imperial Japan and its wars. As the shrine 
is located near Imperial palace, Tokyo Station and other attractions, it will offer a great one-day 
stroll in the center of  Tokyo. Enjoy your visit to the shrine by using the following Japanese 
words and phrases. 

“Yasukuni Jinja wa doko desu ka?” = Where is the Yasukuni Shrine? 
(“jinja” = shrine, “doko” = where)

“Yokosuka Kichi kara donokurai kakari masu ka?” = How long does it take from 
Yokosuka Base?
(“kichi” = base, “donokurai” = how long/much, “kakari masu ka?” = does it take? )

“Ookina torii desu ne?” = It is a large torii gate, isn’t it? 
(“ookina” = large, “desu ne?” = isn’t it?)

“Watashi no shashin wo totte kudasai.” = Please take a photo of me.
(“watashi” = I/me, “shashin” = photo, “totte” = take, “kudasai” = please) 

Shinmon (Main Gate), a large cypress gate was built in 1934. Each of the two doors bears a large gold 
chrysanthemum crest (emblem of imperial family).

Speakin’ Japanese

The third white wooden torii and main shrine hall built in the 
traditional shinto style. The hall was built in 1872 with a large 
roof and corridors, which is connected to the main shrine.

Yasukuni Shrine spotlights
Japan’s war history

Check it out
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Y asukuni Shrine, one of the best known Shinto shrines, has often 
been seen as a symbol of imperial Japan’s war history.  

Located near Imperial Palace in the Kudan district of Tokyo, 
it provides an outlook on the unique Shinto shrine and the modern war 
history of Japan. 

I decided to visit the shrine to learn about it and the history of Japan 
at war.

A couple-minute walk from Kudanshita Station of Tozai Line took me 
to a large light tower called takadoro (literally, tall lantern). Japan’s larg-
est shrine lantern was made with Japanese and Western architectural 

methods in 1871 to console the spirits of those who were 
killed in battle. The lantern has continued to light up not 
only the front of the shrine, but the entire hill that Kudan 
is located on.

A pedestrian bridge near the lantern led me to the 
shrine entrance. 

Although it is a Shinto shrine, Yasukuni Shrine doesn’t 
enshrine Shinto gods, but is simply dedicated to those who 
died in war. Since Emperor Meiji established it in 1869 to 
commemorate and honor the achievement of war dead, 
more than 2,466,000 warriors and civilians have been en-

shrined. 
While some consider the shrine a sacred home to national heroes, just 

like Arlington National Cemetery, others see it as a symbol of Japanese 
militarism that drove countless people to war. Official visits by ministers for the End-
of-War Anniversary has raised criticism in neighboring countries. 

Upon arriving, I was astonished again to see the gigantic black torii gate that greets 
you. The torii, made from copper, is 82 feet tall, 112 feet wide and considered the larg-
est in the nation. Besides this gigantic copper gate, there were two more large torii – 
bronze and wooden gates that I passed through before reaching the main shrine. 

After passing through the first torii, I came upon a tall statue of Omura Masujiro. 
Omura was the founder of the modern Japanese Army and contributed to establishing 
the shrine. This 125-year-old statue is known as Japan’s first Western-style statue.

Just after the second bronze torii, there was an 84-year-old magnificent cypress 

Shinmon (main gate) with a traditional shrine-style 
tiled roof. Each of the two doors at the gate bear a 
large imperial golden chrysanthemum crest. 

When you visit the shrine, know that that’s 
where the Pokemon Go search ends; signs remind 
visitors of the Pokemon ban within the shrine.

The third and final white wooden torii held the most 
sacred area of shrine. Here, visitors went up the stairways to the 
main hall one after another to pray. The typical traditional shrine-
style main hall had a large blue tiled roof and a white curtain with 
chrysanthemum crests. 

Following others, I washed my hands with a steel ladle and stepped 
up to the main hall to offer a traditional Shinto greeting by bowing twice, 
clapping my hands twice and then bowing deep once again. 

A visit to Yasukuni Shrine would not be complete without touring 
Yushukan, a war museum holding 100,000 articles including war-relating 
paintings, documents, armors, weapons, tanks and airplanes. Some sui-
cidal weapons, such as a human operated torpedoes were also displayed.

The displayed items provide a good look into all of Japan’s war history, 
and nearly all was displayed in English, Chinese, Korean or Japanese.
Despite its many artifacts, this museum is considered to be quite contro-
versial as it displays propaganda, has a questionable recounting of his-
tory and outright denies some of the acts committed by the government 
and military.

Profiles, letters and items of war dead were also displayed in other 
rooms. This close look at the 5,000 casualties of war gives visitors a look 
at the human side of the conflicts Japan has participated in. 

The shrine garden holds Noh stage and a sumo rink, along with various statues such 
as mother of warrior and kamikaze fighter. Interestingly, there were statues of various 
animals used in war, such as military dogs, horses and carrier pigeon, as well.

Yasukuni shrine is known as one of the best cherry blossom sites. In fact, the Na-
tional Metrology Agency uses some of the trees there to determine the official cherry 
blossom season begins in Tokyo.

To console the spirits, Mitama Matsuri (memorial service for the soul) is provided 
July 13-16 and over 30,000 lanterns are offered. White pigeons are released on the 
End-of-War Anniversary (August 15), wishing for world peace every year.
takiguchi.takahiro@stripes.com

STORY AND PHOTOS BY TAKAHIRO  TAKIGUCHI,
STRIPES JAPAN

 Pronunciation key: “A” is short (like “ah”); “E” is short (like “get”); “I” is short (like “it”); “O” is long (like 
“old”); “U” is long (like “tube”); and “AI” is a long “I” (like “hike”). Most words are pronounced with equal 
emphasis on each syllable, but “OU” is a long “O” with emphasis on that syllable.

Explore Yasukuni Shrine
Yasukuni Shrine enshrines warriors throughout the modern history of Japan. Visiting this 
attraction paints a picture of the turbulent history of imperial Japan and its wars. As the shrine 
is located near Imperial palace, Tokyo Station and other attractions, it will offer a great one-day 
stroll in the center of  Tokyo. Enjoy your visit to the shrine by using the following Japanese 
words and phrases. 

“Yasukuni Jinja wa doko desu ka?” = Where is the Yasukuni Shrine? 
(“jinja” = shrine, “doko” = where)

“Yokosuka Kichi kara donokurai kakari masu ka?” = How long does it take from 
Yokosuka Base?
(“kichi” = base, “donokurai” = how long/much, “kakari masu ka?” = does it take? )

“Ookina torii desu ne?” = It is a large torii gate, isn’t it? 
(“ookina” = large, “desu ne?” = isn’t it?)

“Watashi no shashin wo totte kudasai.” = Please take a photo of me.
(“watashi” = I/me, “shashin” = photo, “totte” = take, “kudasai” = please) 

Shinmon (Main Gate), a large cypress gate was built in 1934. Each of the two doors bears a large gold 
chrysanthemum crest (emblem of imperial family).

Soul-Comforting Spring near first torii gate was 
dedicated in 1967 to console the spirits of warriors 
who suffered from thirst in the battlefields.

Statue of Omura Masujiro, 
founder of modern Japanese 
Army.  This statue was built in 

1893 as Japan’s first Western-
style statue.

OPEN: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
ADMISSION: 1,000 yen, college students: 500 yen, 
High/Junior High School students: 300 yen
URL: www.yasukuni.or.jp/english/yushukan/index.html
TEL: 03-3261-8326

Yushukan Museum

Statue of Kamikaze Fighter stands 
near Yushukan museum.

LOCATION: 3-1-1 Kudanshita, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
URL: www.yasukuni.or.jp/
english/
TEL: 03-3261-8326

Yasukuni Shrine

Speakin’ Japanese
“Omikuji no hikikata wo oshiete kudasai.” = Please show me how to draw omikuji.
(“omikuji” = fortune slip, “hikikata” = how to draw, “oshiete” = tell/show me) 

“Hakubutsukan ni yotte ikimashoo.” = Let’s drop by the museum.
(“hakubutsukan” = museum, “yotte” = drop by, “ikimashoo” = let’s go)

“Nyuujooryoo wa oikura desu ka?” = How much is the admission?
(“nyuujooryoo” = admission, “.. wa oikura desu ka?” = how much is..)

“Kokode kyuukei shimashoo.” = Let’s take a rest here.
(“kokode” at here, “kyuukei” = rest, “shimashoo” = let’s do)

“Kono chikaku ni Kookyo ga arimasu.” = Imperial Palace is near here.
(“kono chikaku” = near here, “Kookyo” = Imperial Palace, “ga arimasu” = there is) 

“Onaka ga suki mashita.” = I am hungry.

“Ano omise de ohiru wo tabemashoo.” = Let’s eat lunch at the restaurant over 
there. 
(“ano” = that, “omise” = shop/restaurant, “ohiru” = lunch, “tabemashoo” = let’s eat)

“Oishii desu.” = It tastes good. 
- Takahiro Takiguchi, Stripes Japan

Takadoro, the largest shrine lantern in 
the nation, was built to console the 
spirits of warriors in 1871.

Yasukuni Shrine spotlights
Japan’s war history
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BY SETH ROBSON,
STARS AND STRIPES

Published: November 13, 2019

Preserving Pacific history
Stripes librarian retires after 40 years among the archives

TOKYO — Thousands of news-
papers dating back to 1945, 
countless clippings of old stories 
and half a million priceless pho-
tographs fill a room that Norio 
Muroi has tended for the past 
four decades.

Stars and Stripes’ library 
in Tokyo preserves the stories 
and heroics of countless service 
members from World War II and 
the Korean and Vietnam wars 
alongside records of newsworthy 
events on American bases in the 
Far East over the past 75 years.

Muroi, 65, who retires Friday, 
has worked in the newspaper’s 
library for more than half of that 
timespan.

A tailor’s son from Otawara 
in Tochigi prefecture, Muroi in 
1977 was studying economics at 
Hosei University in Tokyo when 
he started as a Stars and Stripes 
copyboy, he recalled during a re-
cent tour of the library at Hardy 
Barracks, the newspaper’s Pacif-
ic headquarters in the Japanese 
capital.

“It was rare to see American 
people so much in those days and 
to have an opportunity to talk 
with native speakers,” he said of 
his first days on the job, when he 
was eager to practice the English 
he’d learned at school.

Just steps from the nightlife 
hub of Roppongi, Hardy Bar-
racks was a hive of activity. Doz-
ens of U.S. military and civilian 
staff and 180 Japanese worked to 
publish hundreds of thousands of 
newspapers each day for service 
members on the main islands of 
Japan, Okinawa, Korea and oth-
er parts of the Pacific such as the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan 
and Guam.

It was an era before online 
news or Google searches, when 
printed newspapers provided a 
vital link to home for troops sta-
tioned overseas.

“We were like tennis ball 
boys,” Muroi said of the copy-
boys, who spent mornings rush-
ing about the newsroom carry-
ing story drafts and messages to 
editors. The youngsters burned 
plenty of calories and looked 
forward to a free Coke from the 
sports editor at the end of each 
shift, he recalled.

Full-time librarian
In 1979, he started full time 

in the library, which had a chief 
and four Japanese employees. 
Two kept track of photographs 
and two were assigned to cut up 
10 newspapers each day and sort 
the clippings into categories that 
could be researched for future 
stories.

Known today as the Toshi 
Cooper Library, it holds at least 
250,000 clippings that are stored 
in envelopes and filed so they 
can be searched by subject, such 
as notable figures, military units 
and campaigns.

But Muroi 
didn’t spend his 
entire career 
among the ar-
chives. Some of 
his most memorable experiences 
involved serving as an interpret-
er for journalists in the field.

In February 1982, he and the 

other librarians acting as tem-
porary linguists joined reporters 
rushing to a fire at the Hotel New 
Japan that, ultimately, claimed 
32 lives not far from the Sanno 
Hotel, a U.S. military property.

The following 
day, Muroi was 
back in the field 
as an interpreter 
after a Japan Air 
Lines pilot inten-

tionally crashed a DC-8 airliner 
at Haneda Airport, killing 24 
people, he said.

Another memorable linguist 

assignment involved a ride in a 
Kodak blimp over Tokyo.

“I even got to sit in the pilot’s 
seat,” he said. “That’s a rare ex-
perience.”

Plenty of famous faces, in-
cluding Michael Jackson, Billy 
Joel and Rihanna, have passed 
through Hardy Barracks during 
Muroi’s tenure.

Two of the most memorable 
stars he met on the job were folk 
musician John Denver and base-
ball Hall of Famer Joe DiMag-
gio, Muroi said, proudly show-
ing off photographs of his 1992 

encounter with Joltin’ Joe. He 
met the Yankee legend while 
helping a sports reporter cover 
the U.S.-Japan baseball series at 
the now-demolished Korakuen 
Stadium.

Valuable resources
The library that he’s handing 

off to his successor, Akiko Taka-
mizawa, is a recently renovated, 
state-of-the-art facility that fea-
tures constant temperature and 
humidity control.

It stores hundreds of large, 
red volumes that contain original 
Stars and Stripes newspapers 
sorted by month all the way back 
to 1945, and countless clippings 
and old photographs preserved 
in hundreds of white boxes on 
metal racks.

The library has about 500,000 
photographs taken by Stars and 
Stripes staff or sourced from 
news agencies or U.S. military 
service branches over the years, 
Muroi said.

He opened a box of photo-
graphs and found black-and-
white prints of images taken 
during the Vietnam War by Gary 
Cooper, an enlisted Stars and 
Stripes reporter who eventually 
married the library’s namesake, 
longtime librarian Toshi Cooper.

One of those photos shows a 
wounded soldier getting aid from 
a couple of buddies on the battle-
field. The print, like hundreds 
of thousands of others in the li-
brary, is coded to allow librarians 
to track negatives stored at the 
Stars and Stripes Europe library 
in Kaiserslautern, Germany. The 
libraries are gradually digitizing 
those negatives for posterity.

The library isn’t just a valu-
able resource for working jour-
nalists. Muroi’s work also in-
volves tracking down old stories 
and photographs for veterans  
or those whose friends or rela-
tives have appeared in Stars and 
Stripes over the years.

For example, his research 
skills came in handy when a 
woman contacted the newspa-
per in December 2017 looking 
for old photographs of her father, 
Gordon Windhorn, who played 
professional baseball in Japan 
in the 1960s. The family’s own 
photographs from that time were 
destroyed in a fire, Muroi said.

He tracked down images of 
Windhorn in the library along 
with other photos held by the 
Foreign Correspondents’ Club of 
Japan and the Baseball Hall of 
Fame Museum in Tokyo and sent 
them to the family.

Muroi said he’s had plenty 
of useful advice over the years 
from Toshi Cooper, who served 
as librarian from 1948 to 1971. 
Now chairwoman emeri-
tus of the Stars and Stripes 

EXCLUSIVE NEWS FROM:

Norio Muroi began working for Stars and Stripes’ Tokyo office as a copy boy in 1977 and began working in the library in 1979. 
Photos by Theron Godbold, Stars and Stripes

Boxes filled with photographs, newspaper clippings and other materials line the walls of Stars and Stripes Pacific’s library at 
Hardy Barracks in Tokyo.

See the Video!
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Association, which orga-
nizes reunions of former 

employees, Cooper described 
Muroi as the ideal newspaper li-
brarian.

“He has everything it takes to 
be the perfect research librar-
ian,” she said. “He is studious, 
calm and steady, curious, pa-
tient, selfless, a good listener, de-
voted and above all that, he loves 
Stars and Stripes.”

Importance of preservation
Muroi vividly remembers the 

library shaking during the mas-
sive magnitude 9.0 earthquake 
that devastated Japan in March 
2011.

One of Stars and Stripes’ ini-
tial reports on the disaster says 
the shaking tipped over a televi-
sion, knocked a clock off the wall 
and scattered the contents of fil-
ing cabinets in the newsroom.

The quake triggered a tsu-
nami that caused a meltdown at 
the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant and claimed nearly 

16,000 lives. At the library, the 
quake caused water leaks but no 
damage to the archives. Howev-
er, the building still has cracks in 
its walls.

Preserving Stars and Stripes’ 
archives and other documents in 
the building is important, Muroi 
added.

“No matter how digital tech-
nology expands in the future the 
original is coming from here,” he 
said.

Muroi plans to stay in Tokyo 
after retirement and spend time 
hiking with his wife, Yoshiko. 
The couple’s first trip will be to a 
Japanese hot spring, he said.

Muroi said what he’ll miss 
most after leaving the library is 
access to the old newspapers.

“When I’m retired it will be 
hard to see the newspapers page 
by page,” he said. “That’s the 
part I’ll miss the most.”
robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobson1 Stars and Stripes Pacific librarian Norio Muroi looks through the newspaper’s archives.
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some of New Zealand’s indig-
enous Maori people, lives in 
rivers or caves.

On the food side, +64 Cafe 
offers hamburgers, waffle 
chicken, pasta and eggs Bene-
dict, with prices ranging from 
600 yen to 1,400 yen (about 
$5.50 to $12.90).

But if you want a proper 
meal on game days, it pays to 
get there early. Arriving just 

before 3 p.m. 
meant no seat, 
which allowed 
me to order only 
snacks. I went for 
a couple of cook-

ies, which weren’t bad at all.
The cafe serves a type of cof-

fee known as a flat white that’s 
ubiquitous in New Zealand 
and Australia. It’s fancy coffee 
that’s a little like a cappuccino 
and has plenty of frothy milk 
that baristas like to use to draw 
patterns like hearts and ferns.

You can also get regular iced 
coffee in a plastic cup with a 
straw, which is what I opted for. 
The 400 yen ($3.67) brew went 
down well with the cookies.

This wasn’t anywhere near 
the sort of calories you’d need 
to get through 80 minutes 
of rugby, even sitting in the 
stands, but it was enough to get 
me to the nearest convenience 
store to take in a little more 
energy before watching the All 
Blacks smash Wales 40-17.
robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobson1

Ireland and Scotland to make 
the quarterfinals for the first 
time in history. The Brave 
Blossoms eventually fell to the 
South African Springboks, who 
went on to defeat England in 
the finale.

On the afternoon before the 
New Zealand All Blacks played 
Wales at Tokyo Stadium in the 
tournament’s Bronze Final on 
Nov. 2, a small group of rugby 
fans were sip-
ping coffee at 
the cafe, which 
has only a few 
tables.

The only ob-
vious homage to the eatery’s 
rugby connection is a display of 
saucers signed by various pro-
fessional players. There are, 
however, plenty of reminders 
of Leitch’s Kiwi heritage, in-
cluding a large painting of what 
looks like a Taniwha — a super-
natural being that, according to 

D id Japan’s Rugby 
World Cup turn you 
into a Brave Blossoms 

fan?
At the +64 Cafe, a short walk 

from Bubaigawara Station in 
western Tokyo, you might see 
members of the Japanese na-
tional rugby team or profes-
sional Top League stars fueling 
up before a game at nearby To-
kyo Stadium.

The cafe is owned by Mi-
chael Leitch, the legendary 
captain of the Brave Blossoms, 
as the Japanese national rugby 
team is known.

Leitch grew up in Christ-
church, New Zealand, and has 
played rugby for New Zealand’s 
Waikato Chiefs, the Fuchu-
based Toshiba Brave Lupus 
and the Tokyo Sunwolves Su-
per XV team. The cafe’s name 
is a reference to New Zealand’s 
+64 international dialing code.

If you’ve followed the news 
about the Rugby World Cup in 
Japan this fall, you’ve probably 
heard plenty about Leitch. He 
led Japan on a dream run dur-
ing the tournament that includ-
ed victories over heavyweights 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY SETH ROBSON,
STARS AND STRIPES

Published: November 14, 2019

Japan’s rugby team captain 
serves up Kiwi treats in café

LOCATION: 1-18-3 Miyoshi-cho, Fuchu-shi, Tokyo 183-0045
HOURS: Open daily, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. (last order at 3 p.m.) 
 Closed Mondays.
PRICES: Meals range from 600 yen to 1,400 yen (about $5.50 

to $12.90). Coffee is between 300 yen and 450 yen. Bottles of 
New Zealand Tui beer are 750 yen each.

DRESS CODE: Rugby jerseys fit in just fine.
INFO RMATION: 042-306-9293

EXCLUSIVE NEWS FROM:

There are plenty of reminders of Kiwi heritage at the +64 Cafe, including a large painting 
of what looks like a Taniwha – a supernatural being that, according to some of New 
Zealand’s indigenous Maori people, lives in rivers or caves.

There’s not a lot of space at the +64 Cafe, so arrive early if you plan on eating before 
watching a game at nearby Tokyo Stadium.

The +64 Cafe is named after New 
Zealand’s international dialing code. 

A wall at the +64 Cafe is 
decorated with saucers 
signed by professional 

rugby players.

Brave 
Blossoms 

captain Michael 
Leitch runs the ball 
against the South 

African Springboks during 
the Rugby World Cup 
quarterfinal, Oct. 20.
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C hristmas is a season for 
family, and especially 
lovers in Japan. The To-

kyo Christmas Market in Hibiya 
is one of the most extravagant 
ones in Japan. Supported by the 
German Tourism and German 

Embassy, visitors will definitely 
get a taste of Europe.

The Christmas Pyramid is 

a known symbol of Christmas 
in Europe, which will also be 
showcased here, along with 

stellar illuminations. Hibiya 
will turn into a cozy Christ-
mas town, with a 14-meter tall 

Christmas tree shipped from 
Germany!

Stalls and shops like those 
in Zeifen village will open; 
from handmade holiday orna-
ments to hot chocolate, beer 
and Christmas workshops, this 
market is perfect for the holi-
day season. There will also be 
live performances, like choir 
from Germany. 

STORY AND PHOTO BY JESSICA LIN,
JAPAN TRAVEL

DATE: DEC.6-25
HOURS: 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
LOCATION:  Hibiya Park
INFO: https://
tokyochristmas.net/

YOKOHAMA RED BRICK 
WAREHOUSE CHRISTMAS 
MARKET
Nov. 23 to Dec. 25; 11 a.m. 
– 9 p.m. until Dec. 13; 11 
a.m. – 10 p.m. Dec. 14 – Dec. 
25; free. Yokohama Red Brick 
Warehouse near Bashamichi 
Station (Minatomirai line); 
https://www.yokohama-
akarenga.jp/christmas/
YEBISU GARDEN PLACE 
CHRISTMAS MARCHE
Until Dec. 25; 12 p.m. – 8 
p.m. Yebisu Garden Place 
near Ebisu Station; free.  
https://gardenplace.jp/
special/2019christmas/
marche/
SAITAMA NEW URBAN 
CENTRE CHRISTMAS MARKET 
Until Dec. 25; 3 p.m. – 8 

p.m. weekdays; 11 a.m. – 8 
p.m. weekends & holidays; 
free. Tamaari Town Keyaki 
Hiroba 2F; https://www.
saitama-arena.co.jp/event/
illumination2019/market/
TOKYO MIDTOWN 
CHRISTMAS MARKET
Until Dec. 25; 11 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
everyday; free. Tokyo Midtown 
near Roppongi Station; 
https://www.tokyo-midtown.
com/jp/event/xmas/event/
market.html
ROPPONGI HILLS 
CHRISTMAS MARKET
From Nov. 30 until Dec. 25; 11 
a.m. – 9 p.m. everyday; free. 
Roppongi Hills; https://www.
roppongihills.com/en/sp/
christmas/2019/index.html

COMICs CORNER

Tokyo Christmas Market

More markets to visit
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Trying on the Heian costume

When you reach Mount 
Nachi you’ll discover 
this area has much to 

offer, from places of worship to 
breathtaking views. It’s definite-
ly a destination you should not 
miss when you travel to Wakaya-
ma. Starting at the 
Daimonzaka-jaya 
Teahouse, you 
can get right into 
the experience 
and try out the traditional Heian 
costume which pilgrims used to 
wear on the journey up Kumano 

Kodo Daimon-zaka Slope. 
This is a great activ-

ity to get you 
into the 

of the temple, both of them hav-
ing their own individual charms. 
Take time to explore inside both 
of these complexes and try pull-
ing your own fortune if you dare! 
You can also write a wish on a 
small piece of prayer wood and 
carry it through a special tree, 
leaving it there along with many 
other prayers to be burned. When 
the smoke rises up to the gods, 
they may grant your wish. Since 
both Shintoism and Buddhism 
believe that we are all equal, you 
can really get involved with the 
tradition, whatever your own 
personal beliefs are, and who 
knows? Maybe your wish can re-
ally come true!

Moving down from the high 
position of the shrine and 
temple, it will be hard not to fall 
in love with what is probably 
one of the most iconic scenes 
in Japan, Nachi Waterfall. This 
extremely photogenic waterfall 
is Japan’s highest waterfall. It 

has a very distinctive look, with 
three streams of water starting 
from the top which merge into 
one, crashing onto the rocks 
below and spraying water 
droplets against the shrine at its 
base. Apart from the stunning 
scenery, this waterfall also 
has a very spiritual history. A 
stunning three-story pagoda 
being built at the side of the 
fall. The contrast of the warm 
red structure against the green 
forest and white water really 
makes for a sight like no other. 
There is also a special water 
basin close to the viewing deck 
for the waterfall which provides 
fresh drinking water directly 
from the falls. If you drink this 
water, it is said that you will be 
able to stay strong and healthy 
- another great reason to visit. 
For more information about the 
Nachisan area, check out their 
official website www.nachikan.
jp/midokoro/enmanji/.

Kamikura-jinja Shrine
Down from the mountain and 
closer to the coastal area, shrines 
still play a big role in shaping 
the landscape of this area. One 
of these shrines is Kamikura-
jinja Shrine, which sits on top of 
a high mountain side. In order 
to reach this small shrine, you 
must first make your way up 
a sometimes vertical stairway. 
Before the stairs you will find a 
small water basin, where you can 
first purify yourself, as well as a 
box of walking sticks. It would 
probably be wise to take one with 
you as you make your way up to 
this very special shrine. On your 
way to the shrine you will also 
pass two smaller shrines, one of 
which belongs to the God of Fire. 
Fire is an important element in 
human life and is given its own 
festival once a year. During the 
festival men carry large torches 
to the shrine. When you reach 
the shrine, take a moment to 
catch your breath and enjoy 
the panoramic view of the town 
below. For more information 
about this shrine and others in 
the area, check out the official 
website www.shinguu.jp/en.

spirit of the land, and doubles as 
a wonderful photo opportunity. 
You can rent the costume for an 
hour, giving you plenty of time 
to get some great souvenir pho-
tos, or if you want to spend the 
day in style you can even rent 
for the day and wear it on your 
way up to the Kumano Nachi 
Taisha Grand Shrine. For those 

who want to avoid 
too much hiking, 
there is a bus route 
which can take 
you to the Grand 
Shrine, making this 

area extremely accessible for all 
visitors.

Nachisan is another unique 
place of spirituality in Wakaya-
ma, with the Grand Shrine 
neighboring Nachisan Seiganto-
ji Temple, meaning you can visit 
two World Heritage Sites in just 

one trip. The bright red of the 
shrine contrasts with the 

more mellow and 
earthy ex-

terior 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
RÓISÍN FINNERTY,
JAPAN TRAVEL

Adventuring in Kumano
A visit to Nachi Falls and surrounding waterfalls

The picturesque Nachi  Waterfall

The entrance to Kamikura Shrine

The three-legged crow is a lucky symbol

Stunning views of the Nachi mountain range

WAKAYAMA Pref.

NACHI FALLS
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Difficulty: Medium 
HOW TO SOLVE: 

Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku: 

Each row must contain the  
numbers 1 to 9; each column must 

contain the numbers 1 to 9; and 
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must 
contain the numbers 1 to 9. 

4 3 9
1 8

8 6 9 4
9 7 5

6 9 4
5 1 8 7

4 8 7 6
5 1

2 5 8

8 1 9 6 2 7 3 4 5
5 6 2 8 3 4 9 1 7
7 3 4 5 9 1 8 6 2
2 8 6 1 7 3 4 5 9
3 9 7 4 5 2 6 8 1
1 4 5 9 6 8 7 2 3
6 7 8 2 1 9 5 3 4
4 2 3 7 8 5 1 9 6
9 5 1 3 4 6 2 7 8

ACROSS
1 Hook for large 

fish
5 Like some 

cycles
10 Played for a sap
14 Superfruit berry
15 Battery terminal
16 Hot rock
17 Runner's sore 

spot
18 Measure up
20 Coat-of-arms 

system
22 Purpose
23 Doom's partner
24 Poker stake
25 Type of fever or

break
27 Roundabout
31 Decided upon
32 Clarence was 

one in a classic 
holiday film

33 Down in the 
dumps 2 Pain in the neck 27 Like some gases 41 Smiling, perhaps

34 Major defeat 3 Fun house 28 CBS series that 42 Dairyman, e.g.
35 Curl one's lip setting featured Holmes 44 Anagram for 
36 Lunch place 4 Adam Lambert and Watson "spare"
37 Late columnist was one, in 29 List starter 45 "Tip" or "rip" 

Landers 2009 30 Chubby finish
38 Bake in a 5 Pomeranian, for Checker's dance 46 Poker action

shallow dish one 32 Cordial flavoring 47 Sleuth's find
39 Audition tapes 6 Relieve of 35 Boat-building site 48 Breathe hard
40 Olympic winner weapons 36 Madness 49 Skin soother
42 Stir up, as 7 Like a busybody 38 It may be 50 Periscope part

trouble 8 Infomercials, e.g. slippery 52 Make stuff up
43 Brood 9 String around a 39 Shower with 
44 Communion plate finger love
45 Fill, as a tenant 10 Northern Ireland
48 Half of PG province
51 Erroneous 11 Fill beyond full

warning 12 Type of keel
53 Fairy follower 13 Bull's-eye hitter
54 Chimney channel 19 "___ we meet
55 Dentist's request again"
56 Flatten, in a way 21 Like Silver's rider
57 Iditarod racer 24 Sandler film, 
58 Steer away "____ Manage-
59 "The ___ have it" ment"

25 "Beat it!"
DOWN 26 Conversation 

1 Deep cut piece?

Week of 11/25/19 - 12/1/19 

 

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2019 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Answers to Last Week’s Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

S C A R B A L S A S M O G
H A L E A R I E L L I R A
A M I D S M E L L A S A P
W E A L T H Y L E G I B L E
L O S E R B E G O N E

T I A M A R I A H A M
P R O T O C O L A L P A C A
L O P E C O L O N A V E R
O V E R D O B A C K R E S T
D E N A R B O R E A L

H A R D L Y L O F T S
C R O A T I A O V E R L A P
H O U R O Z O N E C O C A
A L S O N O N C E A R I D
P E E N S N E E R R A T E
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P eople in Japan live a long time, as 
you likely know, but did you know 
the country had the highest life 

expectancy of 194 nations surveyed by 
the World Health Organization in 2016? 
Japanese live to a whopping average of 
83.7 years old - 80.5 for men and 86.8 
for women. If you’re curious, the U.S. 
ranked 31st at age 79.3, with men living 
to be 76.9 and women making it to 81.6.

Who was the first player, after a record-breaking season in which he led his team to an NBA-record 
73 wins and set an individual record of 402 three-pointers (smashing his own previous league re-
cord of 286 set the year before), in NBA history to be elected league MVP by a unanimous vote?

Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry

Wataru or To (Cross)渡
I’m nervous.

Kinchoo shitemasu.
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