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A long time featured Gundam, or General-
Purpose Utility Non-Discontinuity Aug-
mentation Maneuvering weapon system, 

stands for the last time this summer on Tokyo’s 
entertainment island.

The 64½-foot-tall RX-0 Unicorn Gundam has 
stood outside of Odaiba’s DiverCity Tokyo Pla-
za complex for almost nine years, but sadly it is 
scheduled to be taken down on Aug. 31.

The full-scale Gundam was stood up in Sep-
tember 2017 to replace the previous RX-78-2 
Gundam statue there, which stood at about 60 feet. 
Gundam, which come in a multitude of styles and 
varieties, are popular worldwide, with millions of 
fans of its art, models, manga and ani-
mations, according to a 2025 poll by 
Bandai Namco, which makes the col-

Gundam Unicorn has drawn its 
share of crowds during its tenure. To cap off its 
time, it was adorned with a new set of special de-
cals on June 20 by mechanical designer Hajime 
Katoki, the website said.

The decals transform the Mobile Suit Gundam 
Unicorn into “RX-0 Unicorn Gundam Ver. TWC 
Final.”

The mechanical body panels on the robot open 
and close during daily performances and the sig-
nature unicorn projection splits into two horns re-
vealing its “destroy mode” form.

During a rainy day outside the complex, large 
crowds gathered with umbrellas to witness the 
transformations, dramatic sound effects and light-
ing evolutions of the giant robot.

As day turned to night, the view of the Unicorn 

Gundam’s change was even more amazing. 
The evening show is much more dramatic 
and worth catching. The daytime Unicorn 
Gundam transformation shows run at 11 
a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.

The night shows, which include a large video 
projected onto the DiverCity building backdrop, 
begin at 7 p.m. and run every 30 minutes until 
9:30 p.m.

The evening performances 
start with the Mobile Suit 
Gundam Flash Hathaway 
Special Movie and end 
with “Gundam: Beyond,” 
featuring a newly created 
video for Gundam’s 40th an-
niversary, according to its web-
site.

I checked out the “Midnight Cha 
Cha,” the 7:30 p.m. portion of the 
evening exhibit that features the Uni-
corn Gundam’s transformation to 
“protect Odaiba” from a perceived at-

tack. The video projected in the background de-
picted animated battle scenes of the robot against 
enemy robot threats.

Make sure to grab a souvenir or other gift item 
at the Gundam Base Tokyo store nearby. Items 
for purchase include Gundam model kits, coffee 
mugs, pillows and key chains.

Gundam enthusiasts and visitors alike get a last 
chance to see the RX-0 Unicorn Gundam in all its 
splendor before summer’s end.

If you miss the chance, do not despair; although 
Bandai currently has revealed no plans, the giant 
robot could possibly be replaced with a new one. 
Fans will just have to wait and hope.
�������	�
��
��������

��	��������

����������� ����!��"#���$%�&'
�������������%�(�

��)*��+�,-�"����./'�.0.1

��������	
����23�������4	*��5
���
��
��	������	�)	���	����������6�
7��8�
���8���*	9	'�.:�:����6	*��;�	
�'��3�3�0�
����'�$���3��'����8�'��<23001=�

��
�
����5�**�,	�*8���
5�
�	������+�,�*��

�����+
���+������<����	8�����
��
5�
�	�������	
��	�����	���'�������'�<�
�����	�,�2���������+���+�4��
��	
��	���������	�,�
����6�
8�
<0�������������*�/-<0�����

��
���:
������6�����
����������	�
	����	6	�*	)*��
����,����6�
7��8����8���*	9	�
����*�>� ���
���

Things to know

Giant Gundam statue 
makes last stand in Tokyo
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Zama is known as the “town of sun-
-
-

around mid-August, and this year, you 

on Aug. 14-16. Visit the festival to en-

you’re there test your ability at the hand-
catching trout event running Aug. 15&16.

Sunflowers the symbol
of Zama

ama CitZama City
Camp Zama surrounded by beautiful nature
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Banjinsui

ADDRESS: 1-3246 Iriya, Zama City, 

Kanagawa Pref.
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Statue of Nichiren, 

Engyoji
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Zama Shrine 
ADDRESS: 1-3437 

Zama, Zama City, 
Kanagawa Pref.

PHONE: 

046-251-0245 WEBSITE

Inuneko Sha
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B lessed with balmy, moderate tem-
perature, pure spring water, great 
landscape, beautiful forests and 

city to take a stroll. 
Back in the day, the city developed into 

an important inn town along the Hachioji 
Boulevard that connected two important 

the Imperial Japanese Army Academy was 
created, but with the end of World War II, 
the facility was turned over to the U. S. 
Army and became Camp Zama.

Nowadays, the nature surrounding the 
military installation is a joy to explore.

forests,” says Machiko Wakabayashi, own-
er of Wakabayashi Saketen (liquor shop) 
near Camp Zama. “Surrounded by beauti-
ful forest and full of nature, Zama is very 
nice place to live.” 

Strolling around power spot of 
legends behind Camp Zama  
Located in Sobudai-shita district, Zama 

Shrine and Banjinsui Park are considered 

Located behind the military base, Zama 
Shrine is a majestic Shinto Shrine. With the 
traditional main building, well-arranged 
shrine garden with 300-year-old shii tree 
(Japanese chinquapin), old stone stairway 
approach and grey large torii gates, the 

The shii tree has been considered a tree 
of God, and the locals believe that a touch 
of tree helps you recover from disease and 
give you a long life. Visit there and touch 
the tree with your hands to feel the power.

I always make a point to stop by the 
shrine when I visit Camp Zama. I always 

- bowing twice, clapping my hands twice 
and again one deep bow in front of the main 
shrine. 

Behind Zama Shrine there is a tiny shrine 
for pets, called “Inuneko Sha (dog and cat) 
shrine.” I visited the shrine, and saw hun-
dreds of ema (votive wooden tablets) hung 
around it. I couldn’t help but be moved 

when reading the tablets - one saying “May 
my cat soon recover from disease,” and an-
other saying “May my deceased dog be ac-
cepted in heaven.”   

The origin of Zama Shrine dates back 
to 539-571 when an epidemic prevailed 
around the region. An old man in white at-
tire told the locals to use spring water in 
the forest where the shrine is currently lo-
cated. No sooner did the locals start using 
the water for their life than the epidemic 
completely stopped. To commemorate this 
amazing event, the locals built the shrine, 
according to the legend. 

The legendary spring water is still avail-
able near the shrine’s stairway and you can 
bring some of it back home. I always do. 
The water is very clear and sweet, and per-
fect for making coffee or tea with it.   

Actually, Zama is blessed with plenty of 
water. There are 15 springs located within 
the city, and 85 percent of the city water 
supply comes from the local springs, ac-
cording to Zama City. 

Aside from the famed Zama Shrine 
Spring, Banjinsui Spring near Camp Zama 
is another well-known spring behind Camp 
Zama. Although the water is being used 

drinking and brewing quality sake until the 
1950s. The water forms a clean stream, and 
along with a small shrine, it makes up Ban-
jinsui Park. 

A large statue of a Buddhist monk, Nich-
iren, is located on a hill behind the park. 
Legend has it that the water rushed from 
the ground when the monk poked it with 
his stick.
����������������� !"���#$"�� %

ZAMA 
POPULATION: 131,969 (as of July 2025)
ADDRESS: 1-1-1 Midorigaoka, Zama City, 

Kanagawa Pref. (Zama City Hall)
AREA: 17.57 km²
ATTRACTIONS: Sunflower fields, 

Zama Shrine, Banjinsui Park, 
Sobudai-mae Shopping District   

PHONE: 046-255-1111 (Zama City 
Hall) 

WEBSITE



Zama City Cool down in Komagane, a Japanesecelestial basin, mysterious power spot
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A s the scorching weather con-
tinues, you may want to escape 
from the hot and steamy Kanto 

Plain to get some relief.
Surrounded by Japan’s central and 

southern Alps, Komagane is a sce-
nic city located in the southern part 
of Nagano Prefecture and a great 
place to escape the summer heat.

Senjojiki Cirque
My wife and I recently made the 

4-hour drive from our home near 
-

jiki Cirque, a semi-circle basin at 
an altitude of 2,612 meters formed 
by a glacier erosion about 20,000 
years ago. 

We parked our car at the Sug-
anodai Bus Center, then hopped 

on a 30-minute bus ride to Shi-
rabidai Ropeway Station. 
The journey took us along a 
steep, winding mountain road 
among towering cedar trees. 
From Shirabidai, we got into 

a gondola for an 8-minute 
trek up the remain-
ing 900 meters up to 
Senjojiki Station for 

a view of the cirque. 
At the top, we were 

rewarded with a fantastic 
panoramic view of ma-

jestic Mt. Hoken and oth-
er Central Alps mountains. 
A chilly mountain breeze 

quickly blew off our sweat. 
As the name (literally, 

an area of one thousand tatami mats) 

indicates, Senjojiki Cirque is a large high-
land basin, wide enough to take us more 
than one hour to walk along the trail. 

Our hike through the expansive green 

stones and a small Kengaike Pond of crys-
tal-clear water. The trail gave us many great 
photo ops against the backdrop of the snow-
peaked mountains.   

We were refreshed and cooled down de-
spite walking for about an hour. Before head-
ing out of the natural cooler box, we dropped 
by the 2612 Café at the station for a short rest 
and a cup of coffee with a view.

Kozenji, scenic temple
with 1166 years of history

After reversing our journey 
back to our car, we drove to 
Kozenji, a 1166-year-old Bud-
dhist temple considered southern 
Nagano’s most majestic. Japan 
designated the temple grounds 
a National Scenic Beauty spot in 
1967.

We walked through old wooden tem-
ple gates and explored the ancient halls, bell 
tower and 3-story pagoda. The stone-paved 
approach surrounded by tall cedar trees and 

mysterious feeling.     
Kozenji has a unique legend of a spirit 

dog “Hayataro,” who resided in the temple 
over 700 years ago and exorcised an evil ba-

boon spirit that had terrorized a city 
nearby. We saw a stone monu-

ment dedicated to Hayata-
ro and various Hayataro-
shaped lucky charms and 
items for sale in the tem-
ple’s shop.

Inside the temple’s 
guest house, we sat in 

the tatami room facing the 
peaceful garden. It was a 

Trip to the 
brewery

We wrapped up the day trip 

a famous herbal health tonic. This brew is 
thought to boost the body’s self-regulating 
functions and promote overall health.

We were allowed to tour the factory and 
check out how dozens of natural herbs are 
immersed in alcohol and bottled for the me-
dicinal liquor. We bought some bottles and 
had a late lunch at the Brewery’s restaurant 
in the cool and refreshing mountain air be-
fore heading home. 

When we wrapped up our day trip in Ko-
magane in the evening, we felt complete-
ly refreshed and cooled down in the chilly 
mountain air. The sites and atmosphere 
were the perfect remedy for the steamy heat 
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View Video!

Komagane 
Ropeway

WEBSITE

Senjojiki 
Cirque
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Yomeishu 
Brewery
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T he summer heat is here and the temperature isn’t be-
ing so kawaii to us here in Japan. But did you know 
there is a small snack perfect for this temperature 

that’s found at store ice cream freezers? It’s called Icebox 
-

venience stores and some supermarkets that is perfect for 
this season.

from my wife last year when the weather was in the high 
30s (Celsius or around 86 degrees Fahrenheit). Icebox 

grape, lemon or lychee.

I thought it was just a tube of ice. However, my mind 

in Japan’s overbearing heat, I really appreciated the cool 

Prices for this refreshing treat vary by store, but you can 
usually get it for around 120 to 180 yen. If you are ever out 
and about in this heat and need a small snack to cool down, 
I would highly recommend grabbing an Icebox!
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Grab a cool down treat for 
Japan summer heat
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Stripes Sports Trivia

DID YOU
KNOW?

Language Lesson

Answer

ACROSS
1 Like some 

cheddar
6 Auction actions

10 Self-satisfied
14 Seesaw, 

essentially
15 Scoundrel
16 Bread for gyros
17 Crop up
18 Writes in the 

margin
20 Small amount
22 Parsley, e.g.
23 Producing, as 

electricity
25 Mistake maker
28 ____ of burden
31 Salon jobs
32 AWOL soldier
34 Infamous Amin
35 Citadel student
37 "So ___ heard"
38 Accompanied
41 Pizza topping
44 Related 6 Faultfinder 40 Brought about 50 Aloe ___

maternally 7 Suffix with 42 Actress Lohan 52 Bit of baby talk
45 Sliding stocks ''invent'' 43 Babe in the 53 "Battle Cry" 
47 Whodunit staple 8 Blue denim woods novelist
49 Earhart, for one fabric 46 Coloring stick 54 Scheme
51 Made sense 9 Mink's kin 48 Muslim beauty 56 Wall St. action
55 With fervor 10 Special wrench 49 Russia's Sea of
57 Guard dog's 11 Pain-lessening ____

warning 12 Western tribe
58 "Yes ___?" 13 Long cut
59 Prefix with call 19 Cultural group

or cop 21 World Heritage
60 Broadcast Site org.

sound 24 Forest denizen
61 Expansive 25 Salt solution
62 Privy to 26 "Put a ___ it" 
63 Bakery supply (hush)

27 Certain 
DOWN Protestants

1 Loud door 29 Dissolve
sound 30 Head lock?

2 Day saver 33 Unexcitable
3 Passionate 36 News anchor 
4 Calls it quits Cooper
5 Lead up to 39 Gorged oneself

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate

Answers to Previous Crossword:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

A B I T M A J O R N A G S
D O D O A W A R E O G L E
D O E R P A G E T U R N E R
I N A N E L Y U N D O N E
S E S A M E M A R D I S

D I S C O N N E C T E D
D E F O G O N D E R I R A
E R A R A T T E R S C I D
A I L A S T A R H U S K S
R E L A T I O N S H I P

A R I A N A A R D E N T
L E P T O N O N T A R I O
P L A I N F O L K S T I N E
G E R E L O O S E E C O N
A C T S U P T O N S A N D

Answer to Previous Sudoku:

Kanji of
    the week

D �������	
���������
������������

�����
��
����������������	
����

��� ������
�����
 �
����

�������
���������������
������
���

��
������������������
�������
��������


��������� �
� ����������������������

�
�������� ��������������������
������

����
���
������
��
���������� !"#��
�

$%&$���������
�
��������������
�������

��������
������
�����������������
�����

'��
������
���$((���
����
�����

�
�������

���������	�
�������
�������

�	����	�����������
���	�������������������	��������������������������� !��

�������	��
���

"��#$���%�	��
��&

)��������
�����
����

������� ��� 	 �
��




8 STRIPES JAPAN JULY 31 − AUGUST 6, 2026A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION

Stripes Japan is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. This 

newspaper is authorized for publication by the Department 

of Defense for members of the military services overseas.  

However, the contents of Stripes Japan are unofficial, and are 

not to be considered as the official views of, or endorsed by, 

the U.S. government, including the Department of Defense 

or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, Stripes 

Japan may be distributed through official channels and use 

appropriated funds for distribution to remote and isolated 

locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. The 

appearance of advertising in this publication, including 

inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of 

those products by the Department of Defense or Stars and 

Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication 

shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage 

without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 

age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or 

any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

Through Aug. 23, catch Doraemon at the outdoor section of Roppongi 
Hills in Tokyo. The display and photo ops throughout the building and 
grounds are part of TV Asahi’s Summer Fes. Doraemon, Japan’s lon-

-
ored cat-robot character celebrates its birthday on Sept. 3 and TV Asahi 
will broadcast a special program that month to mark the occasion. 

- Takahiro Takiguchi
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