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H ey, all you kids in the military community need to read this. Seriously! So, please 
put down your iPad, iPhone or other digital device for the next couple of minutes. 
You’ll survive, and I promise no one will take them. 

Now that I have your attention, I want to give you a little job. No, wait! Don’t stop 
reading! I’m not going to ask you to clean your room! I’m simply going to give you the 
opportunity to be heard by tens of thousands of people. Seriously! You see, April is the 
Month of the Military Child, and for the 12th straight year, the Stars and Stripes commu-
nity publications are dedicating it to you, the children of our men and women in uniform. 

Each Stripes Okinawa, Stripes Japan, Stripes Korea and Stripes Guam issue in April 
will contain your stories, poems, drawings and photos about what life is like as a military 
child.

Mi
 children

Military children

tell us your storytell us your story!

INSIDE INFO
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A look at country’s dating culture
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For those children who are part of the military community overseas but not technical-
ly a military child, we want to hear from you, too. You and your Department of Defense 
civilian parents are also a key part of the military community. 

So, what’s life like as a military kid? Tell us. And after you share with us, your 
submission will be posted on our 

special Month of the Military website: 
Militarychild.Stripes.com and could 
appear in at least one weekly paper.

 We are giving you a platform to 
say what you want. Of course, to have 
your say, you have to write, type or 
draw it. You can be funny or seri-
ous. You can write a paragraph or a 
longer story (250-word maximum, 
please). Whatever you do, be your-
self. Stand up and be heard. 

We get thousands of submissions a year, so for stories to run in the paper, they 
must be submitted by April 15. But no matter when they are submitted, they will be posted 
on the website. As we approach another April, our team is ready for the onslaught. In fact, 
we’re already receiving submissions.

are using this as a class project. So be ready for that. For those of you who haven’t par-
ticipated in our annual salute, we hope to hear from you this 

year.
Stars and Stripes is very proud to serve the 

military community, and it’s an honor to spot-
light its resourceful group of children. 

We can’t wait to hear from you!

Chris Carlson,
Publishing and Media Design Manager 

Stars and Stripes
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L ike most Western countries, Korea cel-
ebrates Valentine’s Day as a big romantic 
holiday on Feb. 14, albeit with a Korean 

twist. 
Here in Korea, it’s women who gift men chocolate 

isn’t only for couples as it’s also a day for single wom-
en to be brave and confess their feelings to their crush. 
At middle and high schools, girls also use the day as 
an excuse to make a love confession to their crushes. 

It’s true that Valentine’s Day is the start of many 
couples’ love stories.

One month later, on March 14, it’s the men’s turn to 
break out the sweets 
and charm on White 
Day. This recipro-
cal holiday was ac-
tually an invention 
by a confectionary 
company in Japan 
decades ago to sell 
more sweets. The 
custom has since 
spread to other East 
Asian countries.

Both romantic holidays stir up big celebrations in 
Korea. Most stores have large displays of chocolates, 

businesses targeting customers with special products 
as these holidays approach.

Love celebrated monthly
Though Valentine’s Day and White Day are big in 

Korea, the celebration of love is taken a step further 
with other romantically-related holidays on the 14th 
of every month.

In an ideal world, singles have coupled up by April 
14, so the rest of the holidays are to celebrate being a 
couple in love! 

Another un-

c o m m e r c i a l 
holiday is Pep-
ero Day on Nov. 
11. Pepero is a 
popular snack of thin 
cookie sticks that look 
like the number one, so four 
together form 11/11 or Nov. 11 on the calendar. On 
Nov. 11, Pepero packs are given to friends and family.

Though the 12 Korean love holidays make it seem 
like Koreans are keen about celebrating 

couples, you don’t need to 
worry if you’re single! 
Besides Valentine’s 
Day, White Day, and 
Pepero Day, the oth-
er love holidays are 

in fact minor holidays 
that most Koreans don’t 

celebrate. 
In any culture, expressing 

matter because everyone wants to 
love and be loved. I think it’s a cute that 

the 12 love holidays show that Korean’s 
wish to make every month special with 
their partner.
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February not only month love is in the air 

Valentine’s Day 
in Korea

Forever alone in April

14 is for you.
It’s called Black Day because it’s a depressing day 

where lonely singles are meant to gather in black 
attire, eat black bean sauce noodles (jjajang-myeon 

) and drink Americano coffees.
This day is for those who were not successful in 

-
ture, Koreans tend to see being single as a sad and de-
pressing thing. Some businesses hold events to invite 
singles to eat black bean sauce noodles together. Lone-

match among other lonely singles.
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June 14 – Kiss Day
A day to kiss your partner to 
express affection.

Sept. 14 – Photo Day
A day to take nice photos together.

May 14 – Rose Day 
A day to give a bouquet of roses to your partner. 

Nov. 14 – Movie Day
A day to watch a good movie together.

July 14 – Silver Day
A day to exchange “couple 
rings,” which are silver 
rings and a symbol of 
commitment.

Dec. 14 – Hug Day
A day to give your partner 
a warm embrace in the 
chilly winter.

Jan. 14 – Diary Day
To make a plan for the 
new year together, couples 
exchange a yearly planner.

Oct. 14 – Wine Day
A day to drink red wine 
together.

Aug. 14 – Green Day
This is a day to pack a picnic 
and drink Korean alcoholic 
drinks together. 
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As Korea’s 12 love holidays show, love is a great interest in Korean 
society. 

The dating culture here is a bit different than what Americans are 

still follow local dating manners. 
If you’re dating a Korean, you should know some basic manners and etiquette 

to follow. Here are the six interesting facts of the Korean dating culture that are 
fun and helpful to know.

1. Romantic holidays/anniversaries
There are important romantic holidays that couples celebrate by giving nice 

gifts and enjoying a romantic date: Christmas, Valentine Day, White Day, year 
anniversary and 100 days anniversary. 

The 100 days anniversary is a big event for couples in Korea. Many couples 
even celebrate every 100 days they’ve been together plus the yearly anniversa-
ries.

what they expect.

2. Make it official

your partner to be your boyfriend/girlfriend.

going to work out. 

they get to know each other. However, most Koreans like to secure the commit-

Trying to convince a Korean partner to “slowly get to know each other, then see 
where it goes” won’t work most of the time because Koreans hate ambiguous 
relationships.

3. Saying ‘I love you’ too soon
You may be surprised when your Korean partner says “I love you” sooner 

than you expect. Because most Koreans usually decide to commit to their part-
ner at an early stage of dating, it’s natural to say “I love you” to each other. 

Also, in Korean culture, there is a term called “Aegyo ( ),” which is a 
display of affection through behaviors, talking, voice, and facial expression in 

culture. So, when your partner says “I love you” too soon while displaying 
Aegyo ( ), it’s just a way to be sweet.

4. Two of a kind
Couples often shop together on romantic holidays and buy matching shoes, 

clothes and accessories. It is especially common for young couples to wear cou-
ple rings without plans to wed. Wearing a couple ring is a symbol of commit-
ment as a couple and usually is bought on the 100-day anniversary or one-year 
anniversary.

5. Parents’ opinion matters 
Most Koreans introduce their partner to their parents only when they are in a 

serious relationship that is leading to marriage. Parents’ opinion can greatly af-
fect the relationship since the majority of Koreans believe marriage isn’t just the 
union of two people but of two families.

6. Texting all the time
Koreans are huge fans of texting and being glued to their smartphone, but it 

gets even worse when they are in a relationship. Being able to keep in touch and 
text back quickly is one of the important traits many Koreans expect from their 
partner. Your Korean partner possibly wants to know every single move you 
make in a day. Many Koreans see being more closely related to a partner’s life 
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epicure, there are many times where I can-
not take my eyes off the many sweets and 

chocolates at the grocery store. Snack cakes, in 
particular, are something that both remind me of 
being a young sailor in the Korean Navy but also 

Korean grocery and convenience stores are 
stock full of delicious and reasonably priced 
sweet snacks perfect for anyone in your family 
with a sweet tooth like mine. Below are three of 
the top-selling, must-try chocolate snack cakes 
in Korea for every chocoholic. So, take note and 
add these to your list for your next grocery run!

Mon Cher ( ) is an ambitious work re-
leased in 1991 by Lotte Confectionery, which 

as Mon Cher Tonton, but recently renamed 
Mon Che.

It is quite softer and sweeter than Choco 
Pie garnering it many fans. While the Choco 
Pie has a chewy marshmallow between the 
bread, Mon Cher is stuffed with white cream.

Personally, this cake is my favorite of the 

the most popular snack given to troops par-
ticipating in religious activities during my 
military service. Funny enough, for the train-
ees, information about what type of snacks 
will be handed out at religious facilities over 

the weekend was important. There was 
even a trainee who tried to convert 
weekly to eat this cake, and the reli-
gious facilities that handed out the Mon 
Cher Tonton were always full.

The original name of the cake 
was Mon Cher Tonton (a play on a 
French child’s expression for ‘’My 

fell off at some point. Now it is just 
called Mon Cher( ).

really become much smaller as the 
changed name suggests. The plump 
Mon Cher Tonton is no longer pro-
duced, but it is still one of my life’s 
most guilty pleasure sweets.

soft and moist. In particular, this snack cake has thinly spread choco-
late creams, not marshmallows, between the bread. So, people who 

are not a big fan of the chewy texture of marsh-
mallows choose Oh Yes. Overall, the amount 
of chocolate coating or cream in the bread is 

Cher, but the texture and taste of the bread 
itself are really good. The coated chocolate 

that is thin and crunchy is another appealing 
element. If the Mon Cher is too sweet to your taste 

and marshmallow is not your thing, give this square 
cake a try.

Choco Pie ( ) is a Korean confection made of 

dipped in chocolate. You may have seen these before in 
the States, as they are very similar to the Moon Pies you 
can grab at gas stations back home. 

It is an open secret that Choco Pie was inspired by 
the American Moon Pie after a team of Orion Confec-
tionery employees and CEO made a business trip to the 

in South Korea back in 1974.
The unusual shape and ap-

pearance of Choco Pie drew 

days, the snack cake has 
fallen out of favor with 
Koreans, but Choco Pie 
is still one of the most 
popular sweets in Chi-
na, India and Russia.

Orion’s success 
abroad has led other 
Korean confectioners 

that make similar Choco Pies jump into the foreign 
market much to the dismay of the confectioner. Despite 
lawsuits to preserve trademark rights and block other 
confectioners’ copies, Orion was not successful. Today, 

-
ent companies stocked on grocery shelves. 

Orion and Lotte, two competitors in the baking indus-
try, produce Choco Pie that is almost similar in shape 
and they are even almost similar in nutrients. However, 
the marshmallow which goes into Orion Choco Pie, is a 

little more chewy and tough than Lotte’s one. In addi-
tion, Lotte’s Choco Pie has slightly less moisture than 
Orion’s, giving the bread a slightly crispy texture. The 
biggest difference is in the price with Lotte’s Choco 
Pie being relatively cheaper than Orion’s. Still, Ori-

on’s Choco Pie sells better than others.
In the 1990s, Orion added “Jeong” to the name of the 

pie to make it different from other competitors. “Jeong” 
which means love and care has resonated with folks at 

thing that comes to mind when Korean think of Choco 
Pie.

When I was in Korean navy boot camp, I noticed 
the Choco Pie dramatically rise in value since 

sweets become a rarity during basic training. 

on their sugar cravings is to participate in 
religious activities on weekends and 

get free Choco Pie or other sweets 
after a religious service. 

From my memory, the most deli-
cious chocolate bread during my life-

time was a Choco Pie at the Korean 
navy’s boot camp. After I completed 
my time with the military, I tried the 
sweet but it didn’t taste the same as 

it did when I was a hungry trainee.
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Launched in the late 1980s by HAITAI Confectionery and Foods, 

Korea. These are what most Koreans think of when they think of 

packaging.
The unique taste of these dumplings has stayed the same for over 30 

years. This classic item is stuffed with pork (13%), tofu, onion, chives, 
cabbage, glass noodles, sugar, sesame oil, and more. Compared to oth-

bit underwhelming. If you prefer thinner dumpling skin, this might not 
be your pick, but the price is what makes these popular. 

Bibigo is a famous food brand in 
South Korea launched by food company 
CJ Cheil Jedang. Bibigo dumplings come 
in many varieties but my go-to item is the 

protein (25.41%) and seven assorted veg-
etables. Another favorite from this com-

While other companies use fermented 
kimchi, this brand’s kimchi is 

fresh and gives a clean taste 
with a pleasant texture.  

best frozen dumplings to buy 
at Korean grocery stores5

Bibigo mandu

 Gohyang manduDoing almost nothing is one of the 
ways I’ve spent recent weekends 
and holidays. But there is always 

one thing I accomplish: Satisfying my hunger. 
In times like these when going out for 

-
lings are an easy microwaveable meal read-
ily available at the grocery store. Plus, there 
are many varieties to try, so my go-to meal 
never gets old. Below, I’ve gathered a 

shopping. Give them a try!

HongKong Banjum’s seafood 
kyoja mandu is made with pork 
(21.56%), chicken meat, shrimp, 
squid mixed with cabbage and 

contains oyster sauce and 

you don’t mind some arti-

good mid-range choice 
in both price and quality.

HongKong Banjum 
mandu

�� ���!�3��� � �����;��� ������
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These dumplings appeared on shelves in early 2019 and 
have grown to become big sellers. The secret to Pulmoune’s 

At 0.7mm thick, the wrapper on these dumplings is the thin-
nest on the market. 

I love these not only because they have the most meat 
comparted to other brands (33.22%), but also because 

ingredients like king oyster mushroom, cabbage, 
onion, garlic, pumpkin, and ginger. Also, there are 
no sketchy ingredients hiding in here and no MSG. 

I highly recommend these dumplings, but please 
stay away from the chili dumplings from this 

if you’re good with spicy food, you’ll want to be 
careful with these. 

 Pulmuone yalpi mandu

If you’re looking for average 
dumplings at a reasonable price, 
then these are for you. They’re not 
bad but they’re not great. These will 
get you a good quantity for a good 
price, but don’t expect quality.

Chung jungwon 
minsok sonmandu
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T he Hawaii of Korea–that’s 
how many people explain 
Jeju Island in South Ko-

rea. But given geographic- and 
climate-based arguments, the 
two islands are strikingly differ-
ent! So, if that’s true, then why 
would anyone want to visit this 
acclaimed tropical paradise dur-
ing the winter? Well, read on and 
I’ll explain why I think it was one 
of the best deci-
sions I’ve made 
since being sta-
tioned in South 
Korea.

Jeju Island is 
located just an 
hour (by plane) 
from mainland 
South Korea and 
is actually a dor-
mant volcano. 
Don’t worry though, this volca-
no hasn’t erupted since 1007, so 
you’re more than safe to travel 
here! Given the island’s striking 
beauty and distance from the con-
gestion of the mainland, Koreans 

walk along the pristine beaches, 
hike to the tip-top of Korea (Mt 
Halla or Hallasan), and of course 
to witness the acclaimed haenyeo, 
or mermaid divers.

The essential spots to visit

Jeju Island 
Who owns Jeju Island? Who owns Jeju Island? 

What country is Jeju Island in? Jeju Island is owned by 
the Republic of Korea (ROK), meaning that the island 
is technically in the country of South Korea. Jeju Island 
is about 53 miles southwest of the southern tip of the 
Korean peninsula.

How was Jeju Island formed?How was Jeju Island formed?
Jeju Island was formed via underwater volcanic 

eruptions about 2 million years ago! The most 
prominent and visible remnants of this volcanic 
activity are the ~360 volcanic cones scattered 
throughout the island as well as the massive Mt 
Halla (aka Hallasan) which rises 1,950 meters 
(6,400 ft) above sea level.

What is Jeju Island known for? What is Jeju Island known for? 
So many things! To westerners, Jeju island is 
known for being the “Hawaii of Korea” due 
to the mild climate provided by the Kuroshio 
current. This current allows for constant, gentle 
sea breezes, clean air, and temperatures that 

rarely drop below zero. For Koreans, Jeju island is a well-
known vacation destination for newlyweds, and unique 
theme parks for families.

Why visit Jeju Island? Why go to Jeju? Why visit Jeju Island? Why go to Jeju? 
I would recommend visiting Jeju for the incredibly clean 
air provided by the constant sea breeze, the array of 
unique theme parks, the warm temperatures that rarely 
drop below zero, a chance to hike to the top of Mt 
Hallasan (the highest mountain in South Korea), and of 
course, to view the incredible landscapes provided by 
the unique formation of the island itself (volcanic cones, 
lava tubes, black sand beaches, etc.).

How big is Jeju compared to Hawaii? How big is Jeju compared to Hawaii? 
The “Big Island” of Hawaii (i.e. the largest island in the 
Hawaiian island chain) is 4,028 sq mi whereas Jeju Island 
is only 708 sq mi–meaning Jeju Island is only ~17.5% 
as large as Hawaii’s “Big Island”! In other words, Hawaii 
is about 5.7x times larger than Jeju! To really blow your 
mind: the U.S’. smallest state, Rhode Island, is 1,214 sq 
mi in size, meaning it’s about 1.7x larger than Jeju Island.

Is Jeju Island a volcano? Is Jeju Island a volcano? 
Yes, Jeju Island is a volcano, but it hasn’t erupted since 
1007, so you’re more than safe to travel here!

Is Jeju Island open for tourism? Is Jeju Island open for tourism? 
Yes, Jeju Island is open to tourists! However, given the 
ongoing COVID-19 restrictions, almost all visitors to 
South Korea are required to quarantine for 10 days upon 
entry. If you’re already in South Korea (e.g. stationed or 
just living here), you can visit Jeju without quarantining 
once you get to the island. However, unless you have 
time any money, I highly recommend NOT visiting 
South Korea at all until COVID restrictions are lifted. It’s 
not worth the mass amounts of stress you will almost 
certainly experience upon arrival and throughout your 
stay.

How to get to Jeju Island? How to get to Jeju Island? 
You can get to Jeju Island via ferry or airplane, both 
are fun! To get to Jeju via ferry, go here for more 

International Airport via Jeju air for as little as $120 
round trip!

Jeju Island FAQsJeju Island FAQs

S o, like
adise 
much 

I’m a bit of a

just that!
But, my r

highest point

too, know th
I was fortu
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Ready, set

My personal journey to Jeju Island My per
(and what I recommend doing)(an
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View video!View video!
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1. Mt Hallasan1. Mt Hallasan

2. Seongsan Sunrise Peak2. Seongsan Sunrise Peak

A s fate would have it, my plans were drastically changed 
upon learning that a snowstorm was going to be hit-
ting Mt Hallasan the night of my arrival. Sure enough, 

the next day, I received a text that my reservation to climb Mt 
Hallasan was cancelled due to a wicked snow storm slapping 
the dormant volcano and causing whiteout conditions near the 
summit.

*Pfft*, great.
Nevertheless, I got up early and made my way to the trail-

-
riving, the park rangers politely informed me that while the 
summit was closed, I would still be able to hike as far as the 
Jindalaebat shelter, about 4.5 miles from the trailhead (~9miles 
roundtrip). I sulked, tightened my laces, and began hiking.

I have to admit: I was pretty discouraged. I just jumped 
through all those hoops to get out here and the weather, the 
one thing I couldn’t control, had ruined my chance at scratch-
ing this item off my Korean Bucket List. I had to remember, 
though, that this entire past year had been nothing but jump-
ing through hoops, and I was pretty good at doing that. So, I 
recalled that old Bruce Lee saying of “moving like water” and 
pressed on towards the path of least resistance.

The weather shifted dramatically as I traversed along the 
path towards the Jindalaebat shelter. What was a rather com-
fortable temperature at the base of the volcano was quickly 
becoming downright cold! Before long, I encountered my 

a Colorado Native, I looooove the snow, and winter is my fa-
vorite season after all. Maybe this snowstorm wasn’t the worst 
thing?

Four and a half miles later I reached the Jindalaebat shelter, 
and boy was it cold! Snow drifts had piled up along the sides 

the shelter to eat snacks and defrost their appendages. I pulled 

-
nally felt comfortable enough to go back outside and retreat 
back to the trailhead. I snapped a few photos and began making 
my way back down.

During my retreat from the summit, I took a detour out to 
Saraoreum Scenic Viewpoint to take some lovely photos of the 
beach some 5 or 6 kilometers away in the distance. The clouds 
danced upon an imaginary surface a few hundred kilometers 
above the surface of the sea and the shadows they left behind 

the shore. What looked like peace and harmony to the south 
was drastically challenged by the invasive snowstorm that had 
just run me (and every other smart person) right off that moun-
tain. Nevertheless, it was surreal!

content that I hiked as much as I could on Mt Hallasan, but I 
couldn’t stop reminiscing that “had the weather just been bet-
ter, I could’ve made it to the top of South Korea.” 

T he interesting landscape of Jeju Island is, in it’s own right, something to be appreciated. 
There are ~360 volcanic cones scattered throughout the island and yet the most impressive 
of them all is Seongsan Ilchulbong (or Fortress Mountain in Korean, )

This cone received its name appropriately as the land mass surely does represent a massive 
-

san after coming off of Mt Hallasan, I was in 
awe of how displaced it felt. Rather than a re-
sult of volcanic activity, it looked more like a 
giant meteor had stuck the coast of Jeju some 
tens of thousands of years ago–nothing around 
it was even close to as massive!

As I got to the parking lot, I paid a small ad-
mission fee and began up a steep set of stairs to 
the summit. Reaching the top, I was even more 

-
er, it was a large carter! I felt like I was living 
in the movie inception where physics was an 
illusion and creativity ruled formation.

e I proposed earlier: why would you visit a tropical par-
in the winter time? Short answer: less congestion, and 
better weather than mainland South Korea. Additionally, 

a health nut, and I’ll do anything to get to a place with bet-

real intention with visiting Jeju Island was to hike to the 
t in South Korea: Mt Hallasan. Maybe I’m just weird, but 

at you’re not alone and that you’re in good company.
unate enough to visit Jeju during a 4-day weekend in No-

er random things on Jeju for the remainder of my visit. 

hotel booked at Aimi Jeju Beach Hotel (thanks to my Amex 
d my rental car booked through Tamra rental car.
t…..snow?

My personal journey to Jeju Island rsonal journey to Jeju Island 
(and what I recommend doing)d what I recommend doing)

Mt Hallasan

Jeongbang 
waterfall

Dol Hareubang Seongsan 
Sunrise Peak

&
Jeju Women 

Divers

land map

See more Jeju Women Divers

on Page 10
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O ld Grandfather, Dol Hareubang, same same! 
Dol Hareubangs are the iconic stone sculptures 
you’ll see in every gift shop and in front of ev-

ery business when you go to Jeju. There’s even an en-
tire park dedicated to them! I kept seeing these little 
statues everywhere I went so, I decided to go to the Jeju 
Stone Park to see if I could get a better understanding 
of them (and see more, of course).

While at the Jeju Stone Park, I 
learned that the Dol Hareubang 

(also spelt Dolharubang) 
are deities placed at the 

sides of entrances to 
offer protection and 

prosperity. Additionally, the Jeju Stone Park has hundreds of Bang-
sataps, or stacked stones that appear to have a humanistic shape, 
believed to ward off misfortunes.

there was a large museum on site as well. Being that it was a 
little chilly, it felt good to step inside the museum for an hour 

or so to warm up my hands and to learn about 
the creation of Jeju Island! The museum 

walks visitors through the geological 
sequences that led up to the forma-

tion of Jeju, and it also showcas-

formations that have been 
found on the island due 
to volcanic activity.

A s I climbed back down the stairs from the summit, I made my way 
down to where Seongsan met the sea. The sheer, jagged cliffs that 
stretched up almost 200 meters were daunting and fantastic at the 

same time. The exposed, black stone reminded me of a time I visited 

beach is rather muddy and even swampy. However, because everything 
on this island is a result of volcanic activity, I was soon walking on black 
sand.

BLACK SAND! I’ve always wanted to see black sand! I nerded out, 

touch black, volcanic sand!
If you’re already visiting Seongsan Sunrise Peak, you might as well 

make it a point to witness the Jeju Women Divers as well–you won’t regret it! Sure, you’ve seen people don 
scuba gear and go into the ocean on NatGeo, but these women are badass. For 7 hours a day, these ladies 

eat what they catch right there on the coast after hiking up Seongsan–do it!
On your way down to the black sand beach below Seongsan, look to your left and you can’t miss their 

headquarters!

3. Jeju Women Divers 
(or Jeju haenyeo) and Seongsan Park(or Jeju haenyeo) and Seongsan Park

4. Admiring some Old Grandads….4. Admiring some Old Grandads….
no, not the drink!no, not the drink!

W here else can you see waterfalls that lead directly into the 
ocean?! You have to visit at least one waterfall while you’re on 
Jeju, and I recommend the Jeongbang waterfall. I loved visit-

because it’s right near an awesome little downtown area in the town of 
Seogwipo (2nd largest town on Jeju, opposite end of the island from the 
capitol city).

drove an hour from Jeju city to see it and they closed it on me. But, stick-
ing to my moto of “move like water”, I opted for the path of least resis-

recommend GoBrew.

of rushing water came plunging down over the rock face and smacked 

sea. Seagulls and blue herons circled overhead, looking for remnants from 
tourist snacks.

Remember all those water cycle graphics from your science textbooks 
in highschool? Yea, they weren’t the sexiest thing to look at but, it was 
pretty awesome to experience it up close and person lol.

B efore I knew it, my journey was up. I drove my rental car back to the 
airport and was on my way back to mainland Korea.

“Climb to the top of South Korea”, and I intend to cross that off before I 
-

portant of all, more breweries!

5. Waterfalls!5. Waterfalls!

Continued from

 Page 9
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Yeonnam-dong is currently the hippest neighborhood in Seoul. The 
unique blend of modern trends and old-fashioned retro mood contin-
ues to attract Millennials and Gen Z alike. The Gyeongui Line Forest 

Park founded along the closed railroad tracks lead to alleyways that have ca-
fés, restaurants, workshops, and select shops that are like hidden gems.

Subway Line 2, Gyeongui Jungang Line, Airport Railroad), Exit 6. Once you 
exit from the subway station, you’ll be greeted by Gyeongui Line Book Street. 
After looking around the book-themed street formed along the closed railroad 

main street of Gyeongui Line Forest Park.

� ��!�� 7����� �4!��?!�� �

Explore Yeonnam-dong, Gen Y & Z’s Playground!

��������	
����

Musinsa Terrace is a 

cultural multipurpose cen-
ter managed by Musinsa, 
Korea’s popular online 
fashion platform. It is lo-

AK& Hongdae near Hon-

The terrace consists of a main lounge used for relaxing as 
well as exhibition and event purposes, along with shops, 
café, and an outdoor park. The outdoor park offers a splen-
did view of downtown Seoul, especially during sunset.
ADDRESS: 17F, 188, Yanghwa-ro, Mapo-gu, Seoul (

 188 17 )
 * Accessible through the Musinsa Terrace elevator inside 

Holiday Inn Express Seoul Hongdae near Hongik University 
Station, Exit 5.

INSTAGRAM: @musinsaterrace

��
���������
�������
Made by Hongdae 

-
ing a variety of stationery, 
including products like 
stickers, postcards, let-
ter cards, and cell phone 
cases. The store is a popu-
lar shopping point among 
stationery collectors as 
they sell a wide range 
of products designed by 
many different designers. Even if you’re not into buying 
one, just looking at the colorful items will make your time 

ADDRESS: 11, Yeonhui-ro, Mapo-gu, Seoul (
 11)

INSTAGRAM:

������
�������������
�������������
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Kakao Friends Flagship 

Store is a Kakao Friends 
haven in the form of a three-
story buildng. On the third 

and pub that collaborates 
with Kakao Friends to pres-
ent adorable baked goods 
and beverages made using 
Korea’s traditional ingredi-

-
tory Store, where you can 

ADDRESS: 1-3F, 162, Yanghwa-ro, Mapo-gu, Seoul (
 162 1~3 )

WEBSITE: store.kakaofriends.com

������)�

�
�&���

Happy Cheese 

Smile presents new 
ways to enjoy Koreans’ 
soul food tteokbokki. 
In addition to the basic 
spicy tteokbokki, Hap-
py Cheese Smile also serves fried rice cake tteokbokki, 
fried glass noodles tteokbokki, and rose sauce tteokbokki 
topped with crispy potato chips. They also offer a wide 
variety of side meals to choose from. The restaurant can 
adjust the spiciness level of tteokbokki menus for those 
who are not used to eating spicy food, so why not give it 
a try?
ADDRESS: 2F, 244, Dongyo-ro, Mapo-gu, Seoul (

 244-1 2 )

#�$���%��
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Named in reference to the 

Korean onomatopoeia of a big 

will bring joyous laughter to 
their customers after just one 
bite. Their signature bread is 
salt cream bread that features 
soft crusted bread packed with 
sweet and salty cream that 
create a perfect harmony. The 
store serves take-out only.
ADDRESS: 22-25, Yanghwa-ro 

19-gil, Mapo-gu, Seoul (
22-25)

+
���������������,�	&����������������-
Yeonnam Bangagan is a café renovat-

ed from an old house. Many aspects of the 
building remain the same, demonstrating 
the classic retro look from the past. While 
the café offers a number of photo op-
portunities with its antique interior, it is 
also popular as one of the places where 
BTS had their photoshoot. The bever-
ages served in Yeonnam Banagagan is as 
unique as their interior. Their signature menu is chamkkae 
(sesame) latte, a drink that uses grain powder topped with 
sesame cream and sprinkled with sesame seeds. The drink 
has a strong aroma thanks to the sesame that are locally 
grown and extracted for sesame oil by a professional.
ADDRESS: 34, Donggyo-ro 29-gil, Mapo-gu, Seoul (

29  34)
INSTAGRAM: @yeonnambangagan
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MORE INFO
1330 KOREA TRAVEL HELPLINE:  +82-2-1330 (Korean, English, Japanese, Chinese, Russian, Vietnamese, Thai, Malay)
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Quafe has earned 

much attention for its re-
interpretation of Korean-
style twisted donuts, or 
kkwabaegi in Korean. In 
addition to the regular 
sugar-coated twisted do-
nuts, Quafe offers a wide 

from earl grey, tiramisu, 
salted caramel, raspberry, 

colors.

ADDRESS: 20, Donggyo-ro 46-gil, Mapo-gu, Seoul (
46  20)

INSTAGRAM: @quafe_twisted
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Cheong Su Dang is a 

relaxing café in the middle 
of the city that offers a 
tranquil atmosphere with 
bamboos and a pond. The 
café consists of one base-

and although the interior is 
designed to bring beauti-
ful photo results, the best 

entrance decorated with trees and hanging lanterns. Popu-
lar menu items include egg coffee topped with egg yolk 

ADDRESS: 152, Seongmisan-ro, Mapo-gu, Seoul (
152)

INSTAGRAM: @cheongsudang_yunnam

��	����	���	
��

���
�������������������

�����
��
May Store is a popular 

select shop in Yeonnam-
dong that showcases a 
collection of works from 
a number of brands and 
designers. While the store 
may seem fully packed 
with items, the products 
are neatly arranged. The 
shop sells a wide range 
of products from acces-
sories and bags to postcards, stickers, and even tableware.

ADDRESS: 267, Donggyo-ro, Mapo-gu, Seoul (
 267)

INSTAGRAM: @5maystore
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Stripes Korea is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. This newspaper 

is authorized for publication by the Department of Defense for members of 

the military services overseas.  However, the contents of Stripes Korea are 

unofficial, and are not to be considered as the official views of, or endorsed by, 

the U.S. government, including the Department of Defense or the U.S. Pacific 

Command. As a DOD newspaper, Stripes Korea may be distributed through 

official channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and 

isolated locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. The appearance 

of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not 

constitute endorsement of those products by the Department of Defense or 

Stars and Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication shall be 

made available for purchase, use, or patronage without regard to race, color, 

religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political 

affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.
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�		��� 200, Duryugongwon-ro, 
Dalseo-gu, Daegu
����
���� E-World
��
��	��
�����

E-World Starlight Festival is held 
with ten million lights in a large area 

around E-World and 83 Tower. The festival features 
a 15-meter Miracle Christmas Tree, a 250-meter 
illuminated road, and a garden of 100,000 LED 
roses among other festive attractions. Visitors 
can also take memorable photos at romantic and 

�����	�����	����
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��
��	��
���� Korea Grand Sale is 
an integrated festival that promotes 
culture, tourism and shopping to 
international visitors. While the 
Korea Grand Sale online platform 

provides various content and promotions throughout 
the year, it offers the biggest discounts and 
programs in January and February.
�������� 1) Discounts on products and services, 
cultural experience programs, etc. 2) Special 
promotions 3) Various online events
�	���������
�����
�������� Free
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�		��� 119, Gapyeongjebang-gil, Gapyeong-gun, 
Gyeonggi-do
����
���� Areas of Gapyeongcheon Stream in 
Jaraseom Island, Gapyeong
��
��	��
�����Gapyeong Singsing Trout Festival 
offers various hands-on programs and winter 

sledding, bumper cars on ice, and more. Visitors can 

����������

�	���������
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����������Adults 12,000 won / 
Children 10,000 won
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	�
�� March 17-19
�		��� San 59-8, Bongseong-ri, 
Jeju-si, Jeju-do
����
���� Saebyeoloreum Volcanic 
Cone
��
��	��
�����Jeju Fire Festival is 
a representative cultural festival 

related to Jeju’s culture of livestock care. Held every 
March at Saebyeoloreum Volcanic Cone, the night 

more as well as various programs and food trucks.
��������

�	���������
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�������� Free
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�		��� 432, Sumogwon-ro, 
Gapyeong-gun, Gyeonggi-do
����
���� Main gardens
��
��	��
���� Held at the Garden of 
Morning Calm, the Lighting Festival 

to combine the natural surroundings with lights, 
covering 330 thousand square meters. Held from 
December to March, the environmental-friendly 
LED lights shine throughout the garden.
�	���������
�����
�������� Adults 9,500 won, 
Teenagers 7,000 won, Children 6,000 won * 
Children (age 3 to elementary school student) / 
Teenagers (middle & high school students)
	���
������������������� 1 hour 30 minutes

#��$	
�����	����	�������

��������

	�
��

�		��� 35, Cheongsin-ro 947beon-
gil, Pocheon-si, Gyeonggi-do
����
���� Pocheon Herb Island
��
��	��
���� Herb Island Light 
Fesitval features a romantic 
ambience created by splendid 

lighting displays. The 
festival is a spectacular 
evening event that 
entertains visitors year-
round with aromatic 
herbs from spring to 
fall, and even more light 
decorations in winter.
�	���������
�����
����

���� Individuals Adults 
9,000 won / Children 
7,000 won * Children (ages 36 months to middle 
school students)
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Hangul of
    the week
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DID YOU
KNOW?

Answer

Language Lesson
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Answer to Previous Sudoku:

ACROSS
1 Host's request
5 Freshwater 

catch
10 Advance, 

slangily
14 Whitish 

gemstone
15 Awaken
16 Pricing word
17 Yellowfin, e.g.
18 What a teacher

takes
20 Life-and-death
22 Nitwit
23 Now and then
25 "___ you nuts?"
26 Dickensian cry
28 Heads off
30 Chilled
32 "Yadda, yadda, 

yadda"
33 Congregation's 

cry
37 Ring-shaped
40 Part of a 3 Fading away 41 Locomotive 53 Gown material

heartbeat 4 "The Republic" power 55 Canterbury 
42 Latest fad author 44 Robert of "The stories
43 Cork sound 5 Skipper's Music Man" 57 Corn cores
45 Contract pursuer 47 Large-scale 59 Bigger than big

specifics 6 Do a tire job 48 Storage spots 60 Petunia part
46 Pull apart 7 Last longer than 49 Throat soother 62 Donkey Kong, 
50 Pub crawler 8 Type of tax 51 Civil rights org. for one
51 Rapper Lil ___ X 9 Inclination 52 Honda's luxury
54 Get through 10 Stitched line line
56 Gum-yielding 11 Bamboo lover

tree 12 Come to pass
58 Tolerates 13 Kind of song or 
61 Dictatorial park
63 Good-for- 19 Furniture 

nothing covering?
64 Nursery item 21 Motivate
65 Historic period 24 Big Apple team
66 Drop-off spot 26 Wild swine
67 Kitchen items 27 Tolstoy heroine
68 Slow on the 29 Appease fully

uptake 31 Stage prompts
69 Appear (to be) 34 Dots-and-

dashes system
DOWN 35 "Blondie" boy

1 School military 36 Arboreal abode
org. 38 Faced the judge

2 Prompt 39 Equine color

Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Copyright 2023 by The Puzzle Syndicate

Answers to Previous Crossword:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

S A L E D A B B A S H I N
C L A N E M A I L C A S E
O D D S M O N T E C A R L O
P E L I C A N S H A R D E N
E R E L O N G C O R A L

A D D B L U E B I R D
T O N G A G R O S S N O R
O B O E C E A S E M E S A
R E V D R I V E S C R E W
E Y E P I E C E T A G

L O T T O M I N I B A R
G H E T T O C A M E L L I A
N A T I O N W I D E L A S T
A L T O N A T A L I D L E
T E E N E N E M Y S E E S
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