
–– KKyyllaa MMaaee,, 11sstt GGrraaddee,, HHuummpphhrreeyyss CCeennttrraall EElleemmeennttaarryy SScchhooooll

I am proud to bea military kid!

Myy amazingg parents

“G uesss what…… wee aree movingg again!”” Sayss myy Mom,, soundingg excited.. 
“Again!”” Groanss myy Brother.. 

Beingg aa militaryy childd II movee aa lot,, inn factt II amm aboutt too movee again.. 
Startingg overr everyy feww yearss iss hard,, butt I’vee grownn usedd too it.. Makingg neww friendss 
iss thee hardestt part.. Andd findingg neww friendss thatt caree aboutt you.. Andd thosee aree hardd 
too find,, butt beingg aa militaryy kidd gott mee alll thesee amazingg friendss andd teacherss heree 
inn Korea.. Andd becausee I’mm aa militaryy kidd II gett too travell too lotss off amazingg places.. II 
havee ann amazingg lifee ass aa militaryy child.. Somee thingss aree hard,, butt mostt off thee ex
periencess II havee hadd ass aa militaryy childd havee beenn unforgettablyy amazing.. Andd II amm 
soo amazinglyy gratefull thatt II amm aa militaryy child,, andd II wantt too sayy thankk youu too myy 
teacherr forr helpingg mee learn,, andd thankk youu too myy Momm andd Dadd forr beingg suchh 
amazingg parents.. Thankss too themm II havee thee mostt amazingg lifee ass ann aa militaryy kidd 
couldd askk forr couldd askk forr .. II amm soo gratefull thatt II gett too bee aa militaryy child.

–– Briellee P.,,  4thh Grade,, Humphreyss Westt Elementaryy School

II amm aa militaryy child.. 
Myy dadd iss inn thee Army.. 

II amm soo proud!
– Kemie, Kindergarten,

Humphreys West Elementary School
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 There is no Victor in War

From my mother’s hands, I fell into the jaws of this beast
The gunpowder and smoke, a contrast to everything I knew 
that was sweet
The bodies lay still, as if they were asleep; from this sleep, they 
shall never wake up The deafening sound of silence after the 
airstrike is done is enough to make the most peaceful go mad. 
The smoke rushes in and mixes with the rusty smell of blood; 
those who were too slow shall know that smell all too well. In 
the small ditch, I huddle down like a hare digging down below 
the ground. I feel the slippery, dark red river from the slaugh-
tered, and the taste of vomit fills my throat. 

How long will this go on? How much longer will I live? I may 
go home, but my mind remains here. If I return, the presence of 
the enemies I shall always fear. 
Who will hold me then when my mind is gone? Who says I 
shall even make it that far? The crow picks the dead clean, and 
whispers to me “nevermore”. In the jaws of this beast, I cry 
at night, not too loud so I may avoid the fight. My hands are 
stained with blood, and I shall never go home, back into my 
mother’s hands. When I wake, I wake shaking, whispering, si-
lently, for now I know, my innocence is nevermore.

– Kelita O. Lane, 
8th Grade, Daegu Middle High School
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Humphreys Central Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Kindergarten • Ms. Brinn
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Humphreys Central Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Kindergarten • Mrs. Flores
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Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Kindergarten • Mrs. Rodriguez
Humphreys Central Elementary School
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Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Kindergarten •  Ms. Talley
Humphreys Central Elementary School
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Humphreys Central Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

1st Grade • Ms. Gray

1st Grade • Mrs. McClintic
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Humphreys Central Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

2nd Grade • Mrs. Hogan
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Humphreys Central Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

2nd Grade • Ms. Kim
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– Anna D.

– Vallery Galvis A.

– William P

– Jaxon F.

– Lillie G.

– Mila P.

– Karsten J.

– Xavier J.

– Dennis R.

– Gael G.

– Luke L.

– Clark D.
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– Chloe S.

– Lucas C.

– Rosie B. – Aaliyah S.

– Ariana H.

– Nevaeh S. – Joshua B.
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Humphreys Central Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

2nd Grade • Ms. Myoung-West
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2nd Grade • Ms. Davis

2nd Grade • Mr. Binfield
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By Bently Council 

A s a military child I can go visit other 
countries. For example, the USA, Ja-
pan, Hawaii, Philippines & South Korea. 

I can go to the park sometimes in the USA. 
Sometimes I go to St. Louis. In Rolla I used to 
have a bigger home. I used to go to different 
restaurants around Rolla and St. Louis. I get 
to visit other military installations and meet 
new people! It is fun to be a military child.

– Zachary

– Laila

– Jack

– Declan

– Ava

– Jayda

– Addie

– David

– Glivia

– Jameson



Humphreys Central Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

2nd Grade • Ms. Shepherd
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Humphreys Central Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

3rd Grade • Ms. Morris and Ms. Guthrie 
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Humphreys West 
Elementary School

33rdd Gradee • Mrs.. Craft

CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILDCELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD
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Humphreys West 
Elementary School

44thh Gradee • Mr.. Gavilan
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CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

OSAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

UPK • Ms. Troutman
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CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

OSAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

UPK • Ms. Zeihan

STRIPES KOREA 21MAY 7 − MAY 20, 2026 A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION80 YEARS IN THE PACIFIC

Check out more 
military children

stories at
korea.stripes.com



CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

OSAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL
UPK • Ms. Haynes
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CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

OSAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

UPK •  Ms. Morales
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CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

OSAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Kindergarten • Mrs. Choi and Ms. Mmaduekwe
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CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

OSAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Kindergarten • Mrs. Garcia and Ms. Yu
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2nd Grade • Mrs. Dadivas 2nd Grade • Mrs. Limmer
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E ven if you are not Buddhist, Buddha’s 
Birthday is hard to miss in Korea. By 
May, temples across the country be-

people stop by to take part in the atmosphere 

Today, roughly 17% of Koreans identi-
fy as Buddhist and though Korea does not 

birthday is still observed as a public holiday. 
For many Koreans, Buddhism functions not 

has shaped Korean life since the fourth cen-
-

enced the country’s architecture, language, 
art and culture.

In 2026, Buddha’s Birthday falls on May 

on May 25 (Monday). You do not have to be 

-
ible spring traditions in Korea.

-
ing. What he taught later became the foun-

of the day is tied not only to his birth, but 

life he spent teaching others.

holiday. In Buddhist tradition, darkness rep-
-

dom. People hang lanterns in temple court-

Birthday in Korea is through Yeon Deung 
Hoe ( ), the lantern festival held in 
Seoul. It is also one of the country’s largest 
public celebrations.

The tradition goes back more than 1,300 
years to the Silla Kingdom period and con-
tinued through the Goryeo Dynasty to the 
present. In 2020, UNESCO added Yeon 
Deung Hoe, the Lotus Lantern Festival in 
the Republic of Korea to the Representative 
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Hu-
manity.

The main event is the lantern parade, 

held on the Saturday before Buddha’s Birth-
day. Participants carry handmade paper lan-
terns through central Seoul, moving from 
Heunginjimun Gate along Jongno to Jogy-
esa Temple, a route of about 3.5 kilome-
ters (2.17 mi). The lanterns come in many 

-
tures. After sunset, the lantern light changes 

require advance registration. Since it is one 
of Korea’s biggest festivals, the area gets 

around the Jongno street usually secures 

Beyond the lantern festival in Seoul, one 

-
ing up to the holiday, usually from late April 
to Buddha’s Birthday in May. Around that 

Special prayer services continue through 
the holiday period. On Buddha’s Birth-
day, many temples hold a ceremony called 

a small statue of the infant Buddha as a ges-

serve a free communal meal called gong-
yang ( -
gardless of religious background.

A guide to Buddha’s Birthday in KoreaA guide to Buddha’s Birthday in Korea
Buddhism and 

Buddha’s Birthday
���
�����������
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Yeon Deung Hoe 
(The Lotus Lantern Festival)

How temples celebrate
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Temples worth visiting

Korean Buddhist temples are still 
active religious spaces. Monks and 

daily routines including early morn-
-

munal meals. 
At the same time, most Korean tem-

are not Buddhist. Historically, they 

pray for health, family and a good harvest. 
That sense of openness has lasted for cen-
turies.

Most temples in Korea today are in the 
mountains. During the Goryeo Dynasty, 
Buddhism held a central place in public 
life, and many temples stood closer to cit-

founded in 1392, Confucianism became the 

out of public life. Many temples moved 

remain ever since.
Admission to most major temples has 

abolished a cultural heritage fee that had 
been in place for more than 60 years. Any-

Things to know about 
Korean Buddhist temples

talking is not appropriate. There is no dress 
code, but highly revealing clothing is out of 
place. Public displays of affection should be 
avoided.

When entering the main prayer hall, use 
the side door. The front entrance is reserved 
for senior monks. Take off your shoes be-
fore stepping inside. Photography may be 
limited inside some halls, so it is best to 

Hapjang banbae (

the chest. It is the basic gesture of respect in 
a temple and is appropriate for any visitor. 

-

Sambae (
Buddhist prayer practice. It involves kneel-

to the ground, then rising again, repeated 
three times. People usually do this in front 

or make an offering. 
���������	
��
��������

Etiquette

B uddhism has shaped the Ko-

people never notice. Many 
-

trace back to Buddhist teachings. 
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"��������"��#���$�������%&�One of Korea’s 

housing relics of the historical 
Buddha. It is also home to one 
of the country’s largest Bud-
dha’s Birthday celebrations. 
About one hour from Daegu. 
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,��
����"��#���$,�#-����%& One of Ko-
rea’s three sacred temples and 
home to the Tripitaka Kore-

printing blocks of Buddhist 
scripture. Its storage halls are a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
About one hour from Daegu.
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������������"��#���$���-����%& One of 
Korea’s three sacred temples, 

monks and for having some 
of the most beautiful temple 
grounds in the country.
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for the massive Maitreya Bud-
dha statue facing Gangnam’s 
skyscrapers.
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Built along seaside cliffs overlooking the 
ocean, it offers a unique setting unlike any 
other temple in Korea.
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���"��#���$������	�%&�A UNESCO 
World Heritage Site and one of 
Korea’s most important historic 

Gyeongju trip.
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Speakin’ 
Korean
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serves as the chief temple of Jogye Order of 
Korean Buddhism and the center of the Lo-
tus Lantern Festival. 
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SEE GAKWONSA TEMPLE STORY ON PAGE 30
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cherry blossoms through April. 
About 40 minutes from Camp 
Humphreys. 
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G -
hills of Taejo Mountain in Cheonan, is 
a 40-minute drive from Camp Hum-

phreys. Built in 1977, it is relatively young 
-

In spring, many visitors come for the blos-
soms, the lanterns and the giant bronze Bud-
dha at the top of the temple grounds. It is an 

story behind the place gives it more meaning 

out during a recent visit.

Giant Buddha carries 
Korea’s wish

On the temple’s upper grounds is a bronze 
statue of the seated Amitabha Buddha, mea-

60 tons. The moment I reached the top I 

me. Its presence dominated the area.

-
an Peninsula. Korea has remained divided 
since liberation in 1945, and the Korean War 
(1950–1953) turned the division into one of 

-
tory. For many Koreans, especially in the de-

-
other family stood side by side and prayed in 

pray. But being in a temple has never felt un-
familiar to me. In Korea, temples have long 
been part of everyday life. People pass them 
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on hiking trails, visit them during family out-
ings or step inside simply to pause. They are 
part of Korean culture and history as much as 
they are religious spaces. Regardless of your 

The best time to visit
 ��������������& Spring is the best time 

-

of blossoms through April. The regular 

)*+,-��.��/0+*+)�1-�
0-� 2.�3����)*,2/�)�4+,��

by the double cherry blossoms in mid to 
late April, fuller and a deeper shade of 
pink than the earlier blossoms. I visited 

-
tops softened the landscape.

������3�� �
������& In 2026, Buddha’s 
Birthday falls on May 24, a national pub-
lic holiday, and temples across Korea mark 

communal gatherings. With the forthcom-

-
-

terns hung across the courtyard. Each lan-

during my visit.

Things to know before you go

the Pyeongtaek area. From Camp Hum-
phreys, the drive takes about 40 minutes, 

and 20 minutes. Admission is free and the 

foot in about an hour. Although the temple 

sunrise and sunset since it is an active tem-

car. This museum is one of the country’s 
most important places for understanding 
Korea’s independence movement and the 
history of Japanese colonial rule. Many vis-

���5������6�"�����57
�

Getting there

Spring outing to Gakwonsa Temple
near Camp Humphreys
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VIEW VIDEO!
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Stripes Sports Trivia

Answer to Previous Sudoku:

ACROSS
1 "Excuse me..."
5 And others, for

short
9 Title of courtesy

14 Roberts of 
romance

15 Road ___
16 Disney's first 

Latina princess
17 Billy's barnyard

mate
19 Fielders' needs
20 Stadium
21 Anger
23 Sad comment
25 Track divisions
26 Hoover, 

informally
29 Call from a 

coach
31 Water source
34 Line on a 

weather map
36 Add comments

to 66 Tesla CEO Musk 26 Scenic outlook 48 Trump's 2024 
38 Peppy 67 Rear-____: 27 Jellied garnish opponent
39 Really, really collision 28 Exchange letters 51 Small amount

want 68 Like a snoop 30 Windchime spot, 53 Burstyn or 
41 Irving Bacheller 69 Big Apple force often Barkin

novel, "____ 32 Dined at home 54 Give the eye
Holden" DOWN 33 British coins 55 Scaled diagram

42 Awfully dull 1 Faris or 35 "Gotta run!" 56 Norse capital
44 Typeface type Kendrick 37 Sri Lanka export 58 Way too suave
46 Hotshot pilot 2 Icy coating 40 Something left 59 Sporty car roof
47 Hare ____ (reli- 3 Sea eagle out 60 Outlook 

gious sect) 4 Food from the 43 Bitty biter, command
49 U-turn from sky slangily 63 "___ takers?"

WSW 5 Energy unit 45 Brownish-gray
50 Arthur Murray 6 Chinese 

moves philosophy
52 Malaria symptom 7 Biology lab 
54 Authoritarian supply

leader 8 Not to mention
57 They may have 9 Keepsake

twists 10 Like some skirts
61 Be a bad winner 11 Loathsome
62 Member of a 12 Tiny colonists

Biblical people 13 Catholic service
64 Jousting 18 WWII confer-

weapon ence site
65 Lena of "Nine 22 Insulting

Perfect 24 Army branch, 
Strangers" once

Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate

Answers to Previous Crossword:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

K N O B M O B S A S T E P
I O W A S P E C S A U D I
L A N C A S T E R P U R G E
T A S K S E P I C E N T E R

S H A D V O C A L
A M U L E T B E N T E U R
P U N I S H M E N T A N N E
P L E D E A T E R M E T E
L A V E N I T R I C A C I D
E N E S I N E T U R K E Y

N A T A L R E L Y
P A T R O N A G E P L O W S
O F F E R N O S T A L G I C
S T U N K D R I P I R M A
H A L T S S E N D S E P T
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