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My amazing parents

dd uess what... we are moving again!” Says my Mom, sounding excited.
“Again!” Groans my Brother.

Being a military child Imovea lot, in fact 1 am about to move again.
Starting over every few years is hard, but I've grown used to it. Making new friends
is the hardest part. And finding new friends that care about you. And those are hard
to find, but being a military kid got me all these amazing friends and teachers here
in Korea. And because I'm a military kid | get to travel to lots of amazing places. |
have an amazing life as a military child. Some things are hard, but most of the ex
periences | have had as a military child have been unforgettably amazing. And I am
so amazingly grateful that 1 am a military child, and I want to say thank you to my
teacher for helping me learn, and thank you to my Mom and Dad for being such
amazing parents. Thanks to them I have the most amazing life as an a military kid
could ask for could ask for. 1 am so grateful that | get to be a military child.

I am a military child.
My dad is in the Army.
| am so proud!

- Kemie, Kindergarten,
Humphreys West Elementary School

- Brielle P,, 4th Grade, Humphreys West Elementary School
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Publishing and Media Design Writers There is no Victor in War How long will this go on? How much longer will I live? I may
Lsu*:;’g;‘r:g;';g ?glfamh;:‘of:kiguchi go home, but my mind remains here. If I return, the presence of
Layout Designers From my mother’s hands, I fell into the jaws of this beast the enemies I shall always fear.
Yuko Okazaki Kayoko Shimoda Y J
Yurika Usal The gunpowder and smoke, a contrast to everything I knew Who will hold me then when my mind is gone? Who says I
'clllulgmedia C%nsultjal;l]ts that was sweet shall even make it that far? The crow picks the dead clean, and
ax Genao oug Johnson . . . . . . .
HansSimpson  Chae Pang Yi The bodies lay still, as if they were asleep; from this sleep, they ~ whispers to me “nevermore”. In the jaws of this beast, I cry
Benjamin Y Gianni Y . ) . :
o Robert Zuckerman shall never wake up The deafening sound of silence after the at night, not too loud so I may avoid the fight. My hands are
| GraphicDesigners airstrike is done is enough to make the most peaceful go mad. stained with blood, and I shall never go home, back into my
amoru Inoue azumi Hasegawa . . . 5 . o . .
YukiyoOda  Yosuke Tsuji The smoke rushes in and mixes with the rusty smell of blood; mother’s hands. When I wake, I wake shaking, whispering, si-
Yeseufzi':f S“%Po%’; JuLee those who were too slow shall know that smell all too well. In lently, for now I know, my innocence is nevermore.
YokoNoro  YusukeSato the small ditch, I huddle down like a hare digging down below
Saori Tamanaha Toshie Yoshimizu . X .
Mako Watanabe the ground. I feel the slippery, dark red river from the slaugh- - Kelita O. Lane,
For feedback and inquiries, tered, and the taste of vomit fills my throat. 8th Grade, Daegu Middle High School
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Unlock Your Special Benefit for a Bold New Start.
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"Military Connecied Chikd™
By Horlzon Frazier

Humphreys West

Elementary School
ard Grade  Mrs. Graf't

Hawe you avier wanted 1o know whod Daing o
miligary child (MC) s e o me? First, I'm sad o
b n MC. For axpmpla, | had to say goodbye o
ey friends. Secord, | am hapy 1o be a MC. For
aknmpha, the cties ane bigger whon | move. To
&nd, his is my fealings as a milary chald. And |
avl MOre Measons wiy.

-

Check out more
military children stories at

korea.stripes.com

“Miitary Connaciad Child”
By: Koren Wiliams

Harvee you aver wondared wial if = e
B0 b @ miitary child? Wall, I'm gaing o 18 you
wiisal i s Bos o be @ miitary child! Fist, 'm
P 1o ba & mlilary child For esamgle. 'm
prowd o trivel 1o naw places like Colorade and
South Korea, Second, being a miitary child can
B sarmalimes henous. For ecample, 'm
nervoos Docauss you have 1o meal new peopia
s o can sow Thal is wheal it is Boo (o be 3
Frullary cheld!

“Miitary Connecled Child™
By by Han

Wiktary Connsciad Child™
By: Tuckes Walber

Baing a military child s good, sad, and
exciing. To bagin, il 8 exciing bacause | could
gt & rirw room and new things., | get lo pack
evarything =o | slill gl my old things 1oo. Next, il
is sad. | have o sy goodye [0 evaryonn
Furthermors, | have to say goodbye o my
Favodils park Ales, il can make ma fell hapiyd
For gxampla, | got o new beacher and new
friends. Thal is wivy being a military child is
pood, sad, End extibng!

It i havd besing & miltary connecied child
Farst, A mnkes you sad b Be milkary connecied
Leaving family and friends is sad. Finally, & is
happy Deing with he miliary. Meetng new
peopdo is fun. That is why it & hard being military
connecied

“Miitary Conneched Child™
By Amaya Marinas

Thés is my opinion on being & military
| e : connected child. To begin, baing a miitary child
[ =i 4

15 intareating. | have fried vary inleresding foods
“Miktary Connached Child™ . L i i
By Ml Mylonnk il 1L ol
i Ly o1 F
i

“Miitary Connacled Child®

Eog 588 crab, miso soup, and lobater. To
Faam yru et e what i W R & By: Jajylen Rapley

conlinue, baing a mitary child is full of sxploning
| v boens 40 plascns: 1 e nol besen bafonn
and explored the woods and creeks. This is how

iy -Cofeoiod CRAST Firithy, B4 8 Exomng becmsas wi

i & mapeiencd ather e by goryg i diférenl

filited war ol B madn e frisncy and ride om airpianes

my life s a8 a military child
whan wa v from place 10 placae. | thisk mamng
diffrant cutines i ey hecauss we Can 0o on new
ADVENTURES and LEAAMN Luxily, e i ale sad. | Sk
e e becair o Pav 10 Bive Iende, and we also
i 4 b Pasbsbinrs Tt Wiy’ iy Fave L B8 DBwr
e, This i whal &'s B bong & milery-connecind child

. |
d_l_‘ Lite a8 & miltary connociad chid i good. |

- | #mn happy 10 eal new things and go 1o new
places! It s somatimes scary bocausa being on
o plane fof the first times is scary. This s what & s
Hoe @8 @ millary connached chid!

“Miitary Connecled Chid™
By: Eugora Hwang

s hard Bairsg 8 mlltary connachd child
Firsd, it's hard saying bye 1o your (nends. Goirg
o @ e heome b e, Firsally, & is sccSing
because you mighl gel your own noom. That's
Parwi Buibrrd W 6 10 B8 @ milstary conmbcied child

I | [

“Military Connacted Child™
By Bryson Cepoda

“Miktary Connmched Chikl”
By: Benson Doble

‘Would you B to know how | leel o be a
millitary child? To bagin, il i hard by move
places. Somatimes you have 1o iy gocdbye 1o
friends. Il b8 sad bo lose fands. Moxd, hane are
many cool piaces o meve n e world| | can
N Mo D oF visd othar couniries. ['ve
discovarnd many places o Guam, tha U5
Canada, and South Korea. This i why | like
baing a military child

Thes is ol mbout baing a meditary conhnacted
child. First, you might ba shy. You'll bo shy
tecause thors are new poopls and homas, In
oddition, you might be happy! You will be happy
baEsuns yod can axplaie and make hew Ifends!
Ini conclusson, being & malitary connected child i
o good thing and o bad Ehing

“Wlitary Child”
By: Annikn Hughas

"Military Connected Child™
"Military Connected Child™ By. Keann Gael Diaz

By, Henry Sarior Bietng i mililary chid o sad, lonely s

acvmniEtus, To e, my e i adveniurous bocauss |
e wanl io sight cifareni places. | was in e ULSA
and @ bof of places and now Soulfh Ko, Ssoond, |

fead snd because | play one las! gama weh Erends and
wihisn i it diorm | sy goodbys and miake iy s
ey 1 am lonaly Edcaute Tm ivavieg Bl rey iiends o
I Pl by Bocanis | hiave 1o makis frgeds Pl ek
Foprean and | donl ink Korsan, Thai @ wity | Buni

baing & rréliany child |3 sadd, lorly, mnd adveniunous.

Being a miltary child i3 cool becaisa it
can be exciting. You might be lucky and go
somewhere good or get unlucky and go
somawhers bad. You might be sad because
your friends might move, or you mighi move
around the word, This is why, in my
opinion, being & military child is amazng

Thiess are some tocts aboul being 8 miitary
child. First, | foed safe as o malitary child. | foeld
safe &% a mililany child becauss | v on hass
Sacondly, | fesl sad bacauss | have (o mave
awny and say goodbys 1o my fends. Those e
some (acks aboul being a miltary child

Wiy Conrscned ik
Bry. Mhzhmal Fhetcras

“Mdary Connpcsed Chid
By Brocklyes Gola

Wlitary Connecled Chld™
By Elianis Mateo Flores

Trari ain P sormn lach aboul bemg @ midary
conmucind chikd. To begin, | can feel nereius when | vl
s tha world end spess reew lnguages. Tm nanous
bascaving i | el io e places | sways Pave 0 go o e
v Schaol Brd i bind of nervoos 0 misks new snds
Ly, Mo iy el whees | Fiired 59 Miren & sy Fisnds
miren, Bacaisg £ i B 15 niv e ourry and B8 §
new acvantrn Some monn facy stout Being 8 redary hass ks
connecind chid i T8 sad 1o lnmen ey Snendy Behing or m;ﬂ mlr:awa are how | feel as a milkary Blucant Escause you srpanancs & difeeant hings
whee By isave ma. This v what A is e beng =siflary 1 : - v il you dond weant to.This shows that baing o
Eoneed o rrlitary child can ba challangng and kunl

= | | sy i)

Wlilary Connaciigd Child
By Jisoo An

Lids ai & ralilary chid i hard ahd somelimaes
aciing, and fhi i swind Fied, Ble o @ miikery child s
maciing because | pal to itaved around thi wordd!
Tinnslefing chooly 8 mesting naw Fendi ol ek
i fun 100! Naxl, bang & millary child is haed joo. For
axampin, s had losing ands or missing hokdeys
etk farrdy ' alio hard beng & reldany connecied

This i how | feed as a miliary connecied
child. To begin, | fesl sad, This is because I'm
loaning imy friends. Second, | feed nervous., I'm
nérvous aboul going o a place | don'l know

“Military Connecied Child™
By: Vind Sdrn

lilitary Connecled Crad™
By: Limm Broy

Beirs & miilary child i sxciting. hand, and
madoik ma happy. To begin, il s hard o move. 1L is
hard when we're packing, unpacking, cloaning, and
puitieg things in places. Second, i & exciling b get
i g, 1t I8 axcing o trevel o Japan and
Thailand and Cedmany and Span and Amedcs and
lots of places. Thivd, | feel Rappy B maks new
s, | @m by b malke new frisnds whon |
ITidei] Moy’ OGN I COMCIARGN. Doing § milnary
child s exciting,. hard, shd makis s hagpy

Baing a milary connected child is hard and
exciting of the same lime. First, it ks hand since
Ihings change sl the me. I8 is dfhoult because
Iriends seave and it is s0 sad bo say byel Second,
1 Is uciting whin | s new Shings. I'm excited
bocauss | moed new peopha and leam about
South Korea! In conclusion, being a miltary
conncled child is hard and axciling!

| am @ military conmected child and my ife is
specinl. To skarl, sometimes | am sad betause |
g 1o Meirw pRBces, | miss my old Trends and
soma military kids don't wand 1o be fisnds
mnymione when ey move. To conbinus,
sometimes | am happy. | can go 1o the after
school program. Thare = A ki o do thare and |
can maks new nends, | o Boing & military
connecisd child!
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because | am a military child
Life as a Miltary Child
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My life os o militory child

orul whil. we ore Movig Ggeend Sove my  bomosoanading secrted. Wgoded™ Grocrs my
ot Being o miltory cfeld § movs o lat, in ot | om obont 1o mose ogor. Storting v ey
s e 1 e, et Fow rown wesc! ba it Rdgicing nass frigracls iy ihe hordenl porl. And Bnding
o Trenchy thaok oo oo o dered those cre hond bo fnd, bl baing o meliory iid gof ma oll
i cmarireg frienas D0 beoc e s Pate i Korwo e Dacouss Tmoa militory kid | gat 8o trossl
10 loks of omareg places. | Pave of emazing e ol @ miiory child Some Fengs one hod, bt
s of i S et | Fetve Pt i 0 PlADNY chile Do Bt WO SOy crvanEineg. Jund §
e per drmaringly gratehul that | am & milRary chil, ard | eant (o sy Uik you i my teocser fr
Frelping e b, coretl thaark won e ey hlern o Dl far Bating Such amagieg porerts Tharksin
therr | Fatwe ¥ it Srasing ife & on o military kid could o et eould aik for | |om e
oroleful ot i ot 1o b o militors child.

PURPLE
- IP!
DAY

A Life of a Military Child
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K o werag B . hese ot B oy of ety 3 ity chuld. i ratay £k

Milrtary child
Hi, P Chandier. | kove being 8 milkary chid becauns you gat ko bravel the wordd. You also mest e Friends. Bul being a military chid is a
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ik v o Bl i Wl eellany W ks il Bhata VN ek o migeed D3 Slher Sdunings and Mk our Bendd, Bol dur panin] gl pied @nd v will
s e rind, Wi will 310 Tind naw RouSas ARG wi will SXpanance MmNt INngs, wi Maos Svedy had yaam, Evary ims wa move we gt
inly rerwr GChooly iy wil lgem ngew things in the schools, we will got oo 10 fun and new ploces. beceuse our parents get pad

AR N garedan
HWES

Military child writing

| wins 50 prowd! Ay dad cama home and iold us he jusi made captain. Me took the temily col io see his coworiers and boss, The family was.
w0 amcied, Thin my tamily ot Shim and went homs bt o and my ded stayed snd | was hapy 60 e wilh him. | aloo cid his work with him. | wat o
tirnd | Tall ssinnp and nod Sing | know | am in the car going homa and | was oo glad | was & miltany child
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Wi o0 musch| Besg & miltary child is good Like you can eal 8l ihe focds all around ihe word and it's fun 1o move. Bul we move
ol mich g whven | wiks in Teoias, | was only There for @ yead, That Sseemd & 10 bt il Teit like @ menth. Whan we beit | had to leave all of
vy Bamily and nends. And | gol 1o make new irends and that's kinda hard. And the good past is we have mililary discounts and whaen
we are aboul |0 move we siay in a nk= hotel. And eat gacd food or a drink. Thaf's my life as a military child.
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By: Tiana 4 5 el F ol ey chil | el W Japan bocauss & e fun in dajn By hev
I am going to write about me being a military child. ™. B T e T

-
-
| . First,I think it is good and sad,I think it is good 7 . o) el . Thoaes i Phings 13 02 ko g 0 mm"l *
. beacause I have lots of friends.I think it is sad because [ { r ot
f my dad works in the Air Force, so I don't see him that ¢ H M
much. Next,I have lived in England, Georgia. My favorite - =

/ place is Georgia because it has my favorite park called
> — Wild Adventures. Last, I have heard three different
~ Nlanguages spoken,Vietnamese,Filipino,and Tagalog. That
J s is my writing as a military child.
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BY HYEMIN LEE,
STRIPES KOREA

ven if you are not Buddhist, Buddha’s
Birthday is hard to miss in Korea. By

May, temples across the country be-
gin to fill with colorful lanterns, and many
people stop by to take part in the atmosphere
whether they are Buddhist or not.

Today, roughly 17% of Koreans identi-
fy as Buddhist and though Korea does not
have an official state religion, Buddha’s
birthday is still observed as a public holiday.
For many Koreans, Buddhism functions not
just as a faith but as a way of life. Buddhism
has shaped Korean life since the fourth cen-
tury. For more than 1,600 years, it has influ-
enced the country’s architecture, language,
art and culture.

In 2026, Buddha’s Birthday falls on May
24 (Sunday) with a substitute public holiday
on May 25 (Monday). You do not have to be
Buddhist to take part but knowing what the
day means and how it is observed offers a
great way to experience one of the most vis-
ible spring traditions in Korea.

766-5070

Ad

Guide to Buddha’ gi;t

Buddhism and
Buddha’s Birthday

Buddhism began in ancient India with
Siddhartha Gautama who left behind a royal
life to search for an answer to human suffer-
ing. What he taught later became the foun-
dation of Buddhism: suffering exists, it has
a cause and there is a way through it.

Buddha’s Birthday marks the day he was
born. However, in Buddhism, the meaning
of the day is tied not only to his birth, but
to what followed, his enlightenment and the
life he spent teaching others.

That is also why lanterns matter on this
holiday. In Buddhist tradition, darkness rep-
resents ignorance and light represents wis-
dom. People hang lanterns in temple court-
yards to carry a wish, a prayer or a hope for

more light in their own lives.

20201
Wiy Yeon Deung Hoe
<e®= (The Lotus Lantern Festival)

The best way to experience Buddha’s
Birthday in Korea is through Yeon Deung
Hoe (¥-S2]), the lantern festival held in
Seoul. It is also one of the country’s largest
public celebrations.

The tradition goes back more than 1,300
years to the Silla Kingdom period and con-
tinued through the Goryeo Dynasty to the
present. In 2020, UNESCO added Yeon
Deung Hoe, the Lotus Lantern Festival in
the Republic of Korea to the Representative
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Hu-
manity.

The main event is the lantern parade,
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held on the Saturday before Buddha’s Birth-
day. Participants carry handmade paper lan-
terns through central Seoul, moving from
Heunginjimun Gate along Jongno to Jogy-
esa Temple, a route of about 3.5 kilome-
ters (2.17 mi). The lanterns come in many
shapes and sizes including lotus flowers,
fish, dragons and traditional palace struc-
tures. After sunset, the lantern light changes
the whole street.

The parade is free to watch and does not
require advance registration. Since it is one
of Korea’s biggest festivals, the area gets
very crowded, but visitors can watch from
anywhere along the route. Arriving early
around the Jongno street usually secures
a better view. The festival period includes
other programs as well including lantern-
making workshops. For more details, visit
their website (11f.or.kr.)
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Lantern Parade

DATE: May 16, 2026 (Sat.), 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
ROUTE: Heunginjimun Gate (parade start) along
Jongno to Jogyesa Temple
SUBWAY: Line 1 and 4, Dongdaemun Station / Line
1, Jongno 5-ga Station / Line 1, .
Jonggak Station E :E
NOTE: Roads along the parade route
EJ'
WEBSITE

will be closed during the event.
Buses in the area will be affected.
Take the subway.

The Lotus Lantern Festival
Photo by Hyemin Lee, Stripes Korea

\L'('é‘)l; How temples celebrate

Beyond the lantern festival in Seoul, one
of the easiest ways to experience Buddha’s
Birthday is to visit a temple in the weeks lead-
ing up to the holiday, usually from late April
to Buddha’s Birthday in May. Around that
time, many temples begin filling their grounds
with rows of colorful lanterns, and each one
usually carries a written wish from a visitor.

Special prayer services continue through
the holiday period. On Buddha’s Birth-
day, many temples hold a ceremony called
gwanbul (2HE) that visitors pour water over
a small statue of the infant Buddha as a ges-
ture of blessing and renewal. Temples also
serve a free communal meal called gong-
yang (&) to anyone who comes, re-
gardless of religious background.

The Lotus Lantern Festival Photo by Hyemin Lee, Stripes Korea
L =S A el s -
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\l(.)lt Temples worth visiting

These temples are worth visiting any time of year. Around Buddha’s Birthday, most
are filled with lanterns and hold special ceremonies. Admission is free.

Tongdosa Temple (Yangsan): One of Korea’s
three sacred temples, known for
housing relics of the historical E E
Buddha. It is also home to one
of the country’s largest Bud-
dha’s Birthday celebrations. E

About one hour from Daegu.
NAVER MAP

Haeinsa Temple (Hapcheon): One of Ko-
rea’s three sacred temples and
home to the Tripitaka Kore- E IE
ana, more than 80,000 wooden
printing blocks of Buddhist
scripture. Its storage halls are a E ¥
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

About one hour from Daegu. NAVER MAP

Songgwangsa Temple (Suncheon): One of
Korea’s three sacred temples,
known for its tradition of great E 'E
monks and for having some
of the most beautiful temple
grounds in the country. E
NAVER MAP

Jogyesa Temple (Jongno, central Seoul): It
serves as the chief temple of Jogye Order of
Korean Buddhism and the center of the Lo-
tus Lantern Festival. E E

NAVER MAP

Bongeunsa Temple (Gangnam, Seoul): Lo-
cated near COEX, it is known .
for the massive Maitreya Bud- E E
dha statue facing Gangnam’s

[=]

skyscrapers.
NAVER MAP

Photo by Korea Tourism Organization

?“' Bulguksa Temple (Gyeongju): A UNESCO
World Heritage Site and one of
Korea’s most important historic E E
temples. It is best paired with a
Gyeongju trip.

NAVER MAP

Haedong Yonggungsa Temple (Busan):
Built along seaside cliffs overlooking the
ocean, it offers a unique setting unlike any
other temple in Korea. E E

EIE

NAVER MAP

Gakwonsa Temple (Cheonan): Known for
its giant bronze Buddha and two rounds of

cherry blossoms through April.
About 40 minutes from Camp E I,I?.IE
[w] =
"

Humphreys.
B i /) T NAVER MAP

Photo by Hyemin Lee, Strlpes Korea

(@)  Things to know about
°v° Korean Buddhist temples

Korean Buddhist temples are still
active religious spaces. Monks and
practitioners who live there follow
daily routines including early morn-
ing prayer, meditation, work and com-
munal meals.

At the same time, most Korean tem-
ples are accessible even to people who
are not Buddhist. Historically, they
were not only places of worship, but
also places where ordinary people came to
pray for health, family and a good harvest.
That sense of openness has lasted for cen-
turies.

Most temples in Korea today are in the
mountains. During the Goryeo Dynasty,
Buddhism held a central place in public
life, and many temples stood closer to cit-
ies. However, after the Joseon Dynasty was
founded in 1392, Confucianism became the
governing order and Buddhism was pushed
out of public life. Many temples moved
deeper into the mountains where many still
remain ever since.

Admission to most major temples has
been free since 2023 when the government
abolished a cultural heritage fee that had
been in place for more than 60 years. Any-
one can simply walk in.

0200 .
WY Etiquette

As a temple is a place of worship, loud
talking is not appropriate. There is no dress
code, but highly revealing clothing is out of
place. Public displays of affection should be
avoided.

When entering the main prayer hall, use
the side door. The front entrance is reserved
for senior monks. Take off your shoes be-
fore stepping inside. Photography may be
limited inside some halls, so it is best to
check for signs or ask first.

Hapjang banbae (2} 2H}) is a half bow
done with hands placed together in front of
the chest. It is the basic gesture of respect in
a temple and is appropriate for any visitor.
You may use it when entering or leaving the
main hall, when passing in front of a Bud-
dha statue, or when greeting a monk.

Sambae (28Y), or three full bows, is a
Buddhist prayer practice. It involves kneel-
ing and lowering your forehead and elbows
to the ground, then rising again, repeated
three times. People usually do this in front
of the Buddha altar when they want to pray
or make an offering.

;_\‘a .

Boh eunsa Temple Photo courtesy of Korea Tourism Organization

WL I 11in

lee.hyemin@stripes.com

uddhism has shaped the Ko-

rean language in ways most

people never notice. Many
Korean words used every day in-
cluding compassion and the world
trace back to Buddhist teachings.
lee.hyemin@stripes.com

l
S

Words i
® Temple and bow: Jeol (&) ® Free communal meal: Gongyang (&%) F
*The same word means both. m Karmic connection: Inyeon (21 ) F

® Monk: Seunim (A Y!) m A fleeting moment: Chalna (ZrL})

m Lantern: Yeondeung (HS m Compassion: Jabi (AH]) -
m |otus flower: Yeonkkot (HZ) m The world: Segye (A7) i
Phrases Ei
m May | take a photo?: Sajin jjikeo-do doelkkayo? (A2l 20| = E7127)

| |t’s beautiful: Areumdawoyo (O} SC}2|2)
m Please speak quietly: Joyonghi haejuseyo (Z-873]| siFM|2)
m Wishing you good fortune: Bok manhi badeseyo (5 T0| #oN|2)

SEE GAKWONSA TEMPLE STORY ON PAGE 30

b
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3pring outing to Gakwonsa Temple

near Camp Hum

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
HYEMIN LEE, STRIPES KOREA

hills of Taejo Mountain in Cheonan, is
a 40-minute drive from Camp Hum-
phreys. Built in 1977, it is relatively young
by Korean temple standards, but was con-
structed with a strong purpose: to pray for
the reunification of the Korean Peninsula.
In spring, many visitors come for the blos-
soms, the lanterns and the giant bronze Bud-
dha at the top of the temple grounds. It is an
easy stop to explore for about an hour and the
story behind the place gives it more meaning
than a typical spring outing, which I found
out during a recent visit.

G akwonsa Temple, located in the foot-

Giant Buddha carries
Korea's wish

On the temple’s upper grounds is a bronze
statue of the seated Amitabha Buddha, mea-
suring 15 meters tall and weighing around
60 tons. The moment I reached the top I
stopped in my tracks. The statue was large
and grabbed my attention as it towered over
me. Its presence dominated the area.

The statue was consecrated on May 9,
1977, built around a wish that has yet to
be answered: the reunification of the Kore-
an Peninsula. Korea has remained divided
since liberation in 1945, and the Korean War
(1950-1953) turned the division into one of
the deepest wounds of modern Korean his-
tory. For many Koreans, especially in the de-
cades after the war, reunification was not just
a political issue. It was one of the country’s
deepest national hopes. Gakwonsa was built
around that wish.

Standing in front of the statue, I watched
visitors quietly bow their heads. A mother
guided her young child to kneel and bow. An-
other family stood side by side and prayed in
silence. I am Christian, so I did not bow or
pray. But being in a temple has never felt un-
familiar to me. In Korea, temples have long
been part of everyday life. People pass them

on hiking trails, visit them during family out-
ings or step inside simply to pause. They are
part of Korean culture and history as much as
they are religious spaces. Regardless of your
background, Gakwonsa is a peaceful place,
and the giant Buddha here draws visitors to
take a moment to reflect.

The best time to visit

Cherry blossoms: Spring is the best time
to visit Gakwonsa. The temple is one
of Cheonan’s well-known spring flow-
er spots as it offers two separate rounds
of blossoms through April. The regular
cherry blossoms arrive first, followed

e

b

hreys

by the double cherry blossoms in mid to
late April, fuller and a deeper shade of
pink than the earlier blossoms. I visited
in mid-April and was lucky enough to
catch both. The first thing I noticed when
I arrived was the scent. Cherry blossoms,
forsythia and other spring flowers had
filled the grounds and the blooms against
the temple’s wooden halls and tiled roof-
tops softened the landscape.

Buddha’s Birthday: In 2026, Buddha’s
Birthday falls on May 24, a national pub-
lic holiday, and temples across Korea mark
the occasion with lanterns, ceremonies and
communal gatherings. With the forthcom-
ing holiday, Gakwonsa is already taking

OSeoul

Camp ﬂumphreys

S

on a more colorful atmosphere with hun-
dreds of red, blue, green and yellow lan-
terns hung across the courtyard. Each lan-
tern carries a written wish from a visitor,
and a special prayer service was underway
during my visit.

Things to know before you go

Gakwonsa is an easy half-day trip from
the Pyeongtack area. From Camp Hum-
phreys, the drive takes about 40 minutes,
while public transit takes around one hour
and 20 minutes. Admission is free and the
grounds are compact enough to explore on
foot in about an hour. Although the temple
is an open space, it is best to visit between
sunrise and sunset since it is an active tem-
ple where monks and practitioners live and
worship.

If you have extra time, the Independence
Hall of Korea is about 20 minutes away by
car. This museum is one of the country’s
most important places for understanding
Korea’s independence movement and the
history of Japanese colonial rule. Many vis-
itors pair it with Gakwonsa to learn more
about and reflect on Korea’s modern history.
lee.hyemin@stripes.com

Getting there
ADDRESS: 245 Gakwonsa-gil, Dongnam-gu,
Cheonan
CHERRY BLOSSOMS: Early April (regular) / Mid

to late April (double)
[=] % [=]

BUDDHA’S BIRTHDAY: May

24,2026

ADMISSION: Free

PARKING: available near the E =
temple for free NAVER MAP

DAEGU YONSEI
S UROLOGY

CERTIFIED UROLOGIC SPECIALIST WITH
AMERICAN MEDICAL CREDENTIALS
& Troatment for sexually tranemitted diseases(STDs)
@ Prostate health and checkups
8 Circumcision procedures
S Vasectonmy (Permanent birth eontred for Men)

@ ED
O (053)253-5825

a www.yonseluro.com

€) 1896, Beomeo-dong, Suseong-gu Daegu

Stripes Korea is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. This newspaper is
authorizedforpublication by the Department of Defense formembers of the military
servicesoverseas. However, the contents of Stripes Koreaare unofficial,and are not to
be considered as the official views of, orendorsed by, the U.S.government, including
the Department of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper,
Stripes Korea may be distributed through official channels and use appropriated
funds for distribution to remote and isolated locations where overseas DOD
personnel are located. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of those products by the
Department of Defense or Stars and Stripes. Products or services advertised in this
publication shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage without regard
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.
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Stripes Sports Trivia

Which franchise drafted, and then traded, Kawhi Leonard to the San Antonio Spurs during the 2011 NBA

Draft?

Answer 51990 DUDIPU]

Find local restaurant reviews, travel information,
community news and events in

swsosws KOREA

Getting out
of the Military?

You should start the
Transition Assistance Program

18 Months before ETS

24 Months before Retirement
*Must start 12 months before ETS

Goto:armytap.appsplatformportals.us

Or visit usin person

USAG Humphreys
Maude Hall, W-301

DSN: 757-2101

Comm: 05-033-57-2101
Or visit your local TAP Center

\
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he Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ)
T was created in 1953 with the Korean

War armistice, known as one of the most
heavily guarded borders in the world. The DMZ
has remained almost untouched by humans for
over 70 years. Ironically, the symbol of Korea’s
division has become a sanctuary for wildlife
including endangered species like Asiatic black
bears and leopard cats. Today, visitors can take safe
tours from nearby cities like Paju, reflecting on both
the scars of war and the beauty of nature.
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SUDOKU Edited by Margie E. Burke

Difficulty: Easy

G

MORE INFO

ACROSS
1 "Excuse me..."
5 And others, for

short

9 Title of courtesy 3

14 Roberts of
romance

15 Road __

16 Disney's first
Latina princess

17 Billy's barnyard
mate

19 Fielders' needs

20 Stadium

21 Anger

23 Sad comment

25 Track divisions

26 Hoover,
informally

29 Call from a
coach

31 Water source

34 Lineona
weather map

36 Add comments
to

38 Peppy

39 Really, really
want

41 Irving Bacheller

DISCOVER

s CULTURAL

EONGWOL

66 Tesla CEO Musk

67 Rear-___
collision

68 Like a snoop

69 Big Apple force

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate

26 Scenic outlook

27 Jellied garnish

28 Exchange letters

30 Windchime spot,
often

48 Trump's 2024
opponent

51 Small amount

53 Burstyn or
Barkin

2

~ 0 O (O w
-

3 8(6

54
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— novel, " 32 Dined at home 54 Give the eye
— Holden" DOWN 33 British coins 55 Scaled diagram
“a“qu‘ 0 42 Awfully dull 1 Faris or 35 "Gotta run!" 56 Norse capital
44 Typeface type Kendrick 37 SriLanka export 58 Way too suave
hc week O 46 Hotshot pilot 2 Icy coating 40 Something left 59 Sporty car roof
‘t ) 47 Hare (reli- 3 Sea eagle out 60 Outlook
pyeonghwa (Peace gious sect) 4 Food from the 43 Bitty biter, command
49 U-turn from sky slangily 63 " takers?"
WSW 5 Energy unit 45 Brownish-gray
a“guage esson 50 Arthur Murray 6 Chinese .
moves philosophy Answers to Previous Crossword:
P o e e e === 1 : } K[N[o]B o[B[sMA[S[T[E[P
1 1 52 Malang sy'mptom 7 Biology lab Tolwia EN BANDE
1 1 54 f\utgorltanan . ;up:pzly . CaANTClAS T ERIMP URIGIE
1 1 eader ot to mention T|a[s|k[sE[P|1[c[E[N[T[E[R
1 | want peace 1 57 They may have 9 Keepsake s - A v]o[c|AlL
: : twists 10 Like some skirts ANNEE DE0E BNE
l. .l 61 Be a bad winner 11 Loathsome PIUIN|T|SIHIMEIN|TREAININE
1 1 62 Member of a 12 Tiny colonists PILIEDEREIAITEREEMIEITIE
1 P eon hwa reul Wonhae o 1 Biblical people 13 Catholic service E :‘ \E/ = 3 T ,L E R # S 2 E IIE 3
: y g y : 64 Jousting 18 WWII confer- NIATTIATD E[C v I
I (]I=|§|.§ O_|3H_|C_>L> I weapon ence site P|A[T[R[O[N[A P[L|Ow[S
I o+Hla «— I 65 Lena of "Nine 22 Insulting olF[FIE[R]EN AlL[G[1]c
b e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 4 Perfect 24 Army branch, S|T|U|N|K D I |[RIM|A
4 Strangers" once HIAJLITIS IS S|EIP|T
—
AT
HOW TO SOLVE: 'f’ l
4 Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
2 contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9. THE‘ UHIUEHSITY .nF UTAH
Answer to Previous Sudoku: AS'.“ C “.H P US
2/9/3(7/6/8|5(1/4 B
3 7 6 1 4 2 5 8 9 3 -:-- asiacampus.utah.edu @-E:i'“j
bt T
8/5/4/9/13[2/76 B osiccompus@utaheduy 1
e
117/218/41619/3|5 {, 032-626-6000 ®
5||4/8/9[3|5/7|1]6]2
5/36/1/9/2/4/8(7
6/1/5|2(3|9]/7/4|8
9/2/7|6/8|4|3|5/1
314/8(5/7/116/2|9
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. L DRAGON HILL /Jltm-:i Ty

P “TiME TO EXPLORE SEOUIL!

6 Days /5 Nights

Room Package

Stay at Dragon Hill Lodge to be right in the center of Seoul's attractions,
and also enjoy onsite access to services and faC|I|t|es servmg our U.S military and DoD communities.

USAG YONGSAN 8 reservations@dragonhilllodge.com

DSN: #315-738-2222 .
or #02-790-0016 ext.1 www.dragonhilllodge.com

Sz

Inquiries T. 041-930-0891




