
Kiri Peterson, her family and friends have been serving 
desserts to hundreds of people at Camp Humphreys each 
week through Operation Cake for Quarantine.

INSIDE INFO

CAMP HUMPHREYS — Over her summer break from 
school, Kiri Peterson, 16, began making cake parfaits for 
troops and their families serving out their mandatory 
two-week coronavirus quarantine at Camp Humphreys.

What started as about 30 of the 
cake-in-a-cup desserts every 

week has blossomed into more 
than 3,800 so far, do-

nated and delivered 
to quarantine quar-
ters on base.

“My family has 
always been really 
big about service 
so it makes me 
happy that I can 
do that for other 

people and bring joy,” said Peterson, who lives with her 
family outside the installation.

The Petersons are now serving hundreds each week 
through her charity Facebook page, Operation Cake for 
Quarantine. Their most recent and largest delivery to 
date went to more than 540 people.

“It’s a gift that’s unexpected,” said Kiri’s father, Army 
Capt. Jason Peterson of United Nations Command, in 
a video posted on Eighth Army’s Facebook page. “So, 
when it comes and it’s sweet and it’s yummy and it 
tastes good, I think that’s what touches people. I know 
that’s what would touch us as a family.”

The young baker is no culinary novice. From a single 
baking lesson from an aunt in Utah three years ago, Kiri 
Peterson started her own home-based custom cake busi-
ness. But she usually had chunks of cake left over after 
designing and trimming her creations.

To make the cake parfaits, Peterson stuffed 
those leftovers into small plastic cups, added 
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Kiri Peterson, founder of Operation Cake 
for Quarantine, finishes off desserts bound 
for people in quarantine on Aug. 17.
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frosting and toppings and 
Voila! “cake cups.” The op-
eration has evolved into a 
kitchen assembly line that 
employs her dad, mom An-
gela, and six siblings, Jaron, 
Makelle, Keali, Kyan, 
Hailey and Abby.

Cake requests are 
submitted through her 
Facebook page and 
each cup is marked 
with the recipient’s 
name and room num-
ber.

Her home-based op-
eration has drawn tre-
mendous support and 
now donations help the 
Petersons keep up with 
the growing demand.

“It’s amazing to see the com-
munity reach out to help,” Kiri 
Peterson said. “I’ve had neigh-
bors ring my doorbell out of the blue with 
boxes, stacks of eggs, even cash to help us. 
Perfect strangers will meet us in the park-
ing lot and hand us bags of supplies. It’s truly 
heartwarming to see people want to help.”

“We are starting to get so many people ask-
ing how they can help, local friends, Facebook 
friends, local bakers, even the USO!”

The program has grown so much that the 
Army accepted it into its Volunteer Manage-
ment Information System, a digital storehouse 
for the Army Volunteer Corps. Positions avail-
able within Peterson’s cake campaign include 

baker, delivery 
person, assem-
bly and donation 
management.

Many of the 
same people who 
requested a des-
sert in quarantine 
are helping Peter-
son keep the cakes 
coming.

“We’ve found 
that these families really were touched by 
receiving our cake cups and are anxious 
for a chance to pay it forward,” she said.

Although school is back in session, in 
an online setting for now, the Petersons 
say they will continue to bake and bring 
the sweet treats to quarantine facilities 
across the garrison.

“It just makes me feel good, 
makes me feel happier that I am 
bringing happiness into someone 
else’s life, Kiri Peterson said. “So 
yeah, we are going to continue as 
long as we are still here, and 

people have to go through quaran-
tine.”
keeler.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @MattKeeler1231
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Snakes anyone?
I have had a fear of snakes for as long as I can 

remember. The reasons I am scared of snakes are the 
color, texture, the sound they make, and the size of them. 

Whenever I am outside, I am always cautious of snakes 
because I fear one will come out of nowhere and strike me. 
Where I am from is known for the most venomous snakes in 
the world, and whenever we visit there I am always thinking 
of snakes. 

We currently live around rice fields now and it worries 
me a snake will come out of a rice field. My brother was out 
playing last summer and saw a snake in our development. 
He described it as about four feet long, brown in color and 
having a diamond shaped head. When he came home and 
told us we googled it and we think it was a Korean snake, 
known as Mamushi, which is very poisonous. 

I did not go outside for the next few days because I 
thought the snake would still be out there. Every time 
my brother went out I asked him if he saw it again but he 
always replied no. After about five days I started playing 
outside again but I was very very 
careful everywhere I stepped. I would 
spend most of my playtime looking 
on the ground and not playing with my 
friends for fear of snakes being around. 

Although I have never seen a snake 
in our area since, I am always cautious 
whenever playing outside. I do not think I 
will ever get over my fear of snakes.

Noah Snyder,  8th Grade

“Foreign”
A fear can form because of a weakness, an accident, or 

even an embarrassing moment; My fears formed because 
of my attachment to San Antonio. It was June 2019. I had 
just found out that my family and I were moving to Korea. 
Most children would be happy to travel across the world, 
but I was not even close to happy. In fact, I begged my 
parents to stay in San Antonio, But the decision was final. 

I arrived here the next month and that is when everything 
went downhill. I was seriously afraid of not being able 
to enjoy my time here and I thought that I would not 
understand anything people said. I was even more afraid of 
what school might be like. When we went off-base we knew 
little to nothing about the Korean language. We could not 
talk to anyone, get help, or read the Korean text on signs. 
If we were lost, we would be done for! 

Okay, maybe I exaggerated a little bit, but not knowing 
where to go in a place we were going to be living in for the 
next two years was terrible. The language barrier and 
traveling were not good but going to school was probably 
the worst. I cried on the first and second day of school 
because everything was so different. I was a fifth grader; 
I did not know any one and I missed all my best friends in 
San Antonio. Everything was so different and miserable. 

Over time I realized that Korea is not that bad, and my 
fears eventually faded away like memories from long ago. 
I had worked my mind into believing these fears but now I 
know there are always going to be challenges in my time 
here, but at least I am happy now.

Eshan Khan, 6th Grade

Pride in holding python
Snakes, snakes, snakes. My fear of snakes started 

when I was young.  They used to scare me to the bone. 
Their devious, beady eyes and their scaly skin would give 
me the chills. Snakes are unpredictable creatures. They 
have the ability to hide and lurch out at any moment. Some 
snakes are venomous and can kill you.  If I saw one, I would 
be paralyzed with fear, but not now, not after my encounter 
with one. 

One summer, my family and I went on a trip to Bali. 
When we were in Bali, we went to the Turtle Conservation 
Center, there were more than just turtles. As we walked 
around the center we came to an area with snakes. I froze. 
My fear had paralyzed my entire body. It was scary. 

Women and little children were holding snakes and allowing 
them to slither all over their bodies, with no worries. After 
seeing the brave women and children, I wanted to overcome 
my fear. So, my dad and I both held a snake. When they put 
the snake on me, I was nervous because snakes can smell 
fear, so I tried to stay calm. 

I soon started to panic, then the snake started coiling 
itself around my neck. While that was happening, I felt the 
snake tightening its grip around my neck. I thought I was 
going to die in Bali. But I yelled for the staff to remove the 
snake and they did. I later learned the snakes we held were 
pythons. This should have freaked me out, but instead I felt 
pride that I had held a snake and conquered my fear.  

Ngozichukwu Mika Opokwasili, 6th Grade

Falling in the pit of webs
Fears are stories created in our minds.  Stories can be 

fiction or nonfiction.  My fears are 
nonfiction!!  Let me tell you about 
my fears. I am afraid of falling.  
My family lives in the towers on 
Camp Humphreys and we live 
on the 4th floor.  When we first 
arrived, I went out on the patio 
and I looked down and thoughts 
started rushing into my head:  
“Will I die,” “What type of injury 
will I get if I fall?”  Immediately, 

I went inside.  Since the bathroom has 
no windows, I went in there because I felt more comfortable, 
and started watching Youtube. After a month or so, I could 
go out to the patio, and I am not so scared. I do not have to 
rush back inside anymore.  To overcome this fear, I made 
jokes about it or did not let the bad thoughts keep me from 
going on the patio.  Adding to this is my fear of spiders.  
Recently, my family went on a hike and my dad joked that 
if we fell a certain way he could not save us.  My mom 
joked that there was a spider down the mountain.  I started 
thinking that if I fell all those spiders would crawl all over 
me.  This reminded me of a nightmare I had about playing at 
the park and spiders attacking me. I could feel the spiders 
biting me and the venom going on to arm. I was feeling this 
in the dream. I woke up and was checking my clothes for 
the spiders.  I went to get my dog to comfort me and I went 
back to sleep.

John Stone, 6th Grade

Finding fear
Fear. The emotion 

that makes all human 
beings worried and 
scared. We are often 
told that fear is a 
weakness. That 
it is “stupid” 
to be scared 
or have fears. 
Often, we think 
that fear is a 
weakness. But what if fears are not a weakness? 
What if we see fear as a tool to find the resolutions 
to our cause of fear. To “read” our fears. We all have 
fears, such as being late to a meeting, turning in our 
homework late, falling off the cruise.  But if we overcome 
our fears like arriving at the place that the meeting 
is being held 30 minutes earlier or finishing our 
homework as soon as we get home, then we have 
nothing to worry about. If we all look at our fears 
closely there is always a resolution to be found. 

My fear when I was a kid was the dark 
because all the scary stories I heard were 
about being in the dark. So, one day 
I took my courage and went 
outside of my bedroom 
and explored the 
house at 

night when everything was dark. I was still scared but I just 
walked around the house but when I heard a moan I ran to 
my room and did not come out of my bed until I had to go 
to school. It turns out that my dad had bumped into some 
furniture and was moaning because it hurt so much. The 
next night I took my courage and explored the house again. 
And when I learned the dark wasn’t that scary, I went back 
to bed and fell asleep. That is how I overcame my fear of 
the dark.   I encourage you to be brave and face your fears.

Sienna Chu, 6th Grade

Magical scary adventure
 Most people do not like to be afraid. But at some time 

in our lives, we will face fear.  The first time I ever faced 
my fear was when I was about four and my family went 
to Florida for a vacation. We had a lot of fun! We went to 
Disney World, and WOW!   We were having an amazing 
time there. That is, until I decided to go find my mom in the 
big crowd. 

I know, it was the biggest mistake I have ever made. I 
let go of my dad’s hand and just kept walking and walking, 
until I finally realized that I would never find my mom. So I 
stopped, and just stood there. Doing absolutely nothing. I 
was so scared  I couldn’t even move. 

Then a nice old man came up to me and asked if I was 
lost. And I was like “Finally! Someone came to find me!” He 
told me to follow him to my parents. And now I have no idea 
who this man was, but all I really wanted was to be with my 
parents. So, I followed him, right up to my parents! I thought 
that was magic! I really want to thank that man again for 
helping me. But when I turned around, he was already gone. 

So that little adventure was both magical and scary for 
me. And that was me, Eres Park, facing my fear.

Eres Park, 6th Grade

Scared of the dark
The thing I fear the most is the dark. It is not the 

absence of light that I am afraid of, but what is hiding in 
the dark. When it is dark, I can’t see in front of or behind 
me. It is the unknown that I am afraid of. There could be 
something watching me that I can’t see. Every time I step 
into the hallway of my house at night to get some water, 
I get this weird feeling that something or someone is 
watching me in the dark. 

A couple times I even thought I saw something looking 
around a corner. I have to stay in the hallway for at least 

one minute so my eyes can adjust to the dark. 
After my eyes finish adjusting, I can see 

almost everything in the dark and I am not 
nervous as much. This happens to me 

at least once or twice every night, but 
I am slowly becoming comfortable in 

the dark.
Because I wanted to know more 

about my own fear, I decided to 
do some research. According to 
Healthline.com, an intense fear 
of the dark is called Nyctophobia 
and it can sometimes cause 
anxiety and depression and 
usually appears during your 
childhood and is a normal part 

of developing. I realized that I 
am not as afraid of the dark as 

people with Nyctophobia. People 
with Nyctophobia experience severe 

physical and emotion symptoms while 
I just feel scared.

Even though I am sometimes still 
afraid of the dark, I am getting better with 

it. Now, I know my house so well that I do not 
have to look around when I walk. Sometimes I 

have the same weird feeling, but now most of the 
time I can just ignore it. I hope that soon I will not be 

scared of the dark at all.
Alexander Gillen, 6th Grade

Humphreys 
Middle 
School

Facing our fears
Editor’s Note: Here are the thoughts of some students at Humphreys Middle School 

on facing your fears. Thanks for sharing, kids!

KIDS’ KORNER
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I f you are a big In-N-Out fan, then 
a local hole-in-the-wall burger 
joint near Camp Humphreys is a 

place you’ll want to check out.
To find Coco Salsa, head to an un-

derground parking lot belonging to a 
brownstone apartment building. The 
location may sound strange, but 
I promise the burg-
ers and tacos here are 
worth the journey!

One of the owners, 
Koh Seung-Hyeon, fell 
in love with the burg-
ers at In-N-Out during 
his time as a backup 
dancer in L.A. One of 
his dancer friends who 
had previously worked 
at the cult-favorite 
American burger 
chain, shared with him 
some of the secrets of 
the recipe. 

In 2017, back in 
South Korea, Koh start-
ed a food truck business serving pri-
marily tacos and quesadillas at festi-
vals and around university campuses. 
Since the juicy In-N-Out burgers were 
still on his mind, Koh took one more 
trip to the States and from that was 

Order this if you want grilled onions, 
cheese and extra spread on your burg-
ers (or fries!). Try their crispy chicken 
tenders, quesadillas, tacos, and wings 
if you’re not in the mood for a burger. 
And, by the way, Coco Salsa also has 
milkshakes to go with that burger!

Another thing you’ll notice on the 
menu is the amazing prices. Koh said 
he wanted to offer great burgers and 
other food that wasn’t expensive. He 
noticed that around Camp Humphreys 
prices were high for basic fast food 
and restaurant options, so he knew this 
would be a great place for his restau-
rant concept. 

“I started this business because I 
wanted to bring inexpensive and tasty 
burgers to Humphrey’s young sol-
diers,” Koh said.

Still not convinced? Coca Salsa has 
takeout and drive-thru available, so 
you can get it on the go. Text the res-
taurant ahead and your order will be 
ready whether for dine-in or take-out. 
Koh’s next plan is to open a second 
Coca Salsa near Camp Humphrey’s 
walk-through gate for easier access to 
troops and their families on base.

So, if you’re looking for a taste from 
home you can’t get anywhere else, add 
Coca Salsa to the list of places to try. 
I’m definitely going to be back because 
I want to try their quesadillas next! 
kim.chihon@stripes.com

won (or $5.50) and a side of cheese 
fries for 5,200 won, straight from the 
kiosk you’ll find inside the front door. 

My burger and fries arrived quickly 
and did make me feel like I was having 
grub from the famous American fast 
food chain. The burger was juicy and 
the sauce was the perfect tangy flavor 
I remember.

Other interesting options on the 
menu include customizing your burger 
to be “protein style,” which means you 
want a bunless burger wrapped in let-
tuce to save you some carbs. And, of 
course, an In-N-Out-wannabe wouldn’t 
be one without offering “animal style.” 

able to settle on 
a recipe emu-
lating the burg-
ers he fell in 
love with. 

The success 
of the food truck 
led to this brick-
a n d - m o r t a r 

location which 
opened in 2019. Visitors to Coca Salsa 
are greeted with a no-frills location 
with retro décor and the scent from de-
licious food served within. On my visit 
to this underground burger paradise, 
I ordered the double burger for 6,430 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY CHIHON KIM,
STRIPES KOREA

ADDRESS: 27, Sinheungbukro49beon-gil, Paengseong-eup, Pyeongtaek-si (코코살사) 경기 평택시 팽성읍 신흥북로49번길 27,  NAVER MAP: http://naver.me/x01fenSU
HOURS: Mon - Tue 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., Weekend 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., Closed on 2nd and 4th Mondays of every month.

PHONE: 010-9701-6266 (Text your order ahead), 032-656-4555WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/cocosalsa01 

Coco Salsa
A hidden hole-in-the-wall burger joint near Humphreys
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                     Cajun sea
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Eatery serv
es u

p ta
st

y ADDRESS: 23, Paengseongbuk-ro, 
Paengseong-eup, Pyeongtaek-
si 오션플로어 경기 평택시 팽성읍 

팽성북로 23,  NAVER MAP: http://
naver.me/GCOfPpez

PRICE RANGE: $8 to 45
HOURS: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. (Last order 

8:30 p.m.) Closed Mondays.
CONTACT INFO: 070-8118-5588 
SNS: https://www.instagram.com/

ocean_floor_no1/
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/

Ocean-Floor/208689510084257?
rf=671705993241720

L iving abroad is an incredible op-
portunity to experience various 
local foods. However, after a long 

period you might find yourself craving 
home-style dishes.  Adjacent to Hum-
phrey’s Dongchang-ri gate, an easy-going 
seafood eatery is dishing out the Southern 
flavor of The Big Easy. 

Ocean Floor’s curious-looking aproned 
mannequin stands outside greeting foot 
traffic and beckoning people in. I’ve 
passed this mannequin a dozen times and 
finally decided to see what Ocean Floor is 
serving up. 

With its opening in 2018, Ocean Floor 
brought the Louisiana-style seafood boil 

me up. For an extra fee, cus-
tomize your bags of seafood by 
adding sauce, sausage, corn, 
or udon noodles.  

The Cajun-inspired dish is 
the main draw, but the whole 
crab plate, creamy (or Cajun) 
seafood pasta are also popu-
lar, the restaurant staff said. 

Ocean Floor also offers a kids’ menu, and 
don’t forget to check out their fried items’ 
menu, which includes the Fried Combo, 
which comes with fried shrimp and crispy 
potato wedges, garlic butter shrimp and 
sweet & sour shrimp (or chicken). 

The eatery also offers an extensive al-
cohol menu perfect for enjoying over din-
ner and trying new favorite Cajun dishes. 
If you are in the mood for some seafood or 
simply just want to try something differ-
ent for dinner, Ocean Floor has the best 
seafood boil in the bag. 
kim.chihon@stripes.com

at Ocean Floor are a little bit pricey 
for a casual lunch, but the high-quali-

ty ingredients and fresh seafood make it 
worth every penny.

The Ocean Plate is a medley of well-
seasoned sweet corn, potato, sausage and 
mussels swimming in spicy sauce, which 
did not disappoint. When my 
meal arrived, it came served 
in a bag that was emptied onto 
the table. The tables are cov-
ered, and gloves and plastic 
bibs are provided for messy, 
laid-back eating.

My meal also included a 
drink and a side of rice. 

Galvan’s wife, Hany, said customers 
should not worry about the bags used for 
the boil. 

“The plastic bag we use to serve the 
food is a non-toxic and eco-friendly type, 
so you don’t have to worry about health 
problems at all,” Hany added. 

She also said the Cajun sauce at Ocean 
Floor is less salty than the sauces in the 
States since they do not use any salt to 
season it. As far as the spice level, the 
cooking staff will adjust the seasoning if 
you prefer less heat. 

Though the portions were a bit small 
for me, the rice included with my set filled 

craze from 
back home and 

consequently began 
attracting a hoard of hungry 

locals and the military community from 
Camp Humphreys.

The interior is casual, and the open 
kitchen lets you see what the staff is put-
ting together. On the wall diners, will find 
framed Uptown albums. This famous hip-
hop group from the 90s made a splash on 
the K-Pop scene back then. And now, one 
of its members, Carlos Galvan, owns this 
eatery. 

Needless to say, the band is no longer 
together, but Galvan is now serving up 
tasty Cajun dishes instead of belting out 
boy band tunes. 

I visited at lunch time, so I was able to 
order one of their daily specials. I went 
for the Ocean Plate about $5 off the reg-
ular price, so, in total, this meal set me 
back 15,000 won (about $15). The prices 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY CHIHON KIM,
STRIPES KOREA

Photo courtesy of OCEAN FLOOR

onto the College Acceptance
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Juicy Burger & Fries
Satisfy your burger cravings by building your own 

•ADDRESS: 13-134, Anjeong-ri, Paengseong-eup, Pyeongtaek-si, Gyeonggi-do 평택시 팽성읍 안정순환로 222번길 121, NAVER MAP: http://naver.me/5rL1HfPm
•HOURS: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. (Last order 8:30 p.m. )•WEBSITE: https://www.shuttledelivery.co.kr/en/restaurant/menu/878/juicy-burger

K orean food is great and 
all, but sometimes the 
craving for a good burg-

er takes over and the hunt is on. 
In Pyeongtaek, several restau-
rants have burgers on the menu 
but with limited options. So, 
where do you go to satisfy those 
specific cravings?

Down a narrow alley near the 
Anjeong-ri Gate, Juicy Burger & 
Fries might just be the spot for 
you. The 16-seat joint has been 
serving up some tasty burgers for 
the past three years, always has a 
crowd, but is oh, so worth it. 

My hunt for the best burger 
brought me to Juicy Burger & 
Fries on a Friday evening. I was 
surprised that despite the num-
ber of neighboring nice pubs and 
restaurants, this place was draw-
ing in the crowd.

Inside, the red-and-white-
checkboard decor reminded me 
of In-N-Out Burger, which the 
owner said provided some of the 
inspiration for his restaurant. 

The menu consists of 12 dif-
ferent burgers ranging from a 
simple American bacon cheese-
burger ($7.82) to the Juicy Pre-
mium Burger ($14.82). The 

crunch. The bun on this burger 
held the toppings and meat well 
despite being soft and buttery. All 
of the ingredients in this burger 
were so fresh, making every bite 
flavorful. My only gripe was with 
the cabbage; Juicy’s menu says 
lettuce but all burgers here come 
with cost-friendly cabbage.

There are many other op-
tions to customize your burger, 
like grilled pineapple, differ-
ent cheeses, grilled chicken, 
egg, and chili for an additional 
charge.

I decided to skip the fries, 
but diners around me were 

munching on the Cajun fries and 
cheesesticks, making me regret 
that decision. Don’t forget about 
their drink menu. Juicy stocks an 
impressive beer selection ($3.29 
to $ 4.94), as well as different soft 
drinks, fruit juices, and creamy 
milkshakes.  

I was pretty happy with the 
choices I made for my burger 
and will definitely make my way 
back down the alley to Juicy’s 
Burger & Fries more often. 
Check out this great burger joint 
and build the burger you’ve been 
craving!
kim.chihon@stripes.com

topped it with mayo for 1,290 
won ($10.71). Also, a good tip to 
remember when ordering: Al-
ways get two! If you opt for two 
slices of cheese, you’ll get a 500-
won discount.

My burger was cooked to 
perfection and the veggies were 
crisp and sliced thin. The ba-
con brought a heavy smoky 
and meaty flavor, with a slight 

Premium burger is a beast with 
two beef patties, bacon, grilled 
mushrooms, fried eggs, tomato, 
onions, dill pickle, swiss cheese, 
lettuce served with a side of 
French fries.

Instead of going with the 
burgers on the menu, I went for 
the “build-your-own” option. I 
chose two slices of swiss cheese, 
jalapeños, bacon, grilled onion, 
cabbage, slices of avocado, then 
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Tongbokcheon Stream route
Though this route is not the most popular amongst 

cyclists, it is the one closest to my home, so I chose to 
hop on a bike and give it a try. Tongbokcheon Stream 
runs 10 kilometers through Pyeongtaek City and, in the 
spring, offers the best cherry blossom viewing.

Before I hit the path, I rented a bike from the Py-
eongtaek Public Bike Rental Shop across from the 
Boo-Young Apartment building near Tongbokcheon 
Stream. The paved route runs alongside the stream, so 
I leisurely pedaled my way to the sights and sounds of 
running water and lush greenery.

At the end of the Tongbokcheon Stream, where 
two streams join, I continued to ride through the Jin-
wicheon Stream path toward the Sopung Picnic Gar-
den, a well-known camping site. Endless golden fields 
unfolded before my eyes and the cool breeze blowing 
over the blue horizon made me feel content.

The Jinwicheon Stream bike path is currently under 
construction, so the route was cut off in the middle. By 
2023, it will be connected to Seoul’s Han River bike 

route. Promising myself to be ready for a longer 
ride then, I turned my bike around and 

headed toward Gunmoongyo Bridge, 
the starting point of the Pyeong-

taek Anseongcheon bicy-
cle route.

Anseongcheon Stream route
From Gunmungyo Bridge, I started out toward Paeng-

seong Bridge, following the silver grass lining the path-
way. Here, the smooth hills were an easy ride for a begin-
ner like me. This particular stretch is a bike-only road, so 
cyclists can pedal to their heart’s content without worry-
ing about pedestrians or vehicles.

My rental was due back by 4:30 p.m., so I rushed back 
to Tongbokcheon Stream to get there in time. In total, I 
rode about 40 kilometers which amounted to about four 
hours of pedaling. It was refreshing to stretch my legs, 
get out of my apartment and enjoy the changing land-
scape as fall creeps up on us. It was also nice to relax a 
little from the worry about maintaining COVID-19 pre-
ventative measures. This change of setting was a nice 
way to spend a Saturday, so if you’re looking for some-
thing to shake that cabin fever and get you and you’re 
family out and about, these bike paths are just what the 
doctor ordered!
kim.chihon@stripes.com

B y now, many of us have grown accustomed to 
the social distancing and face covering mea-
sures required whenever we leave our homes 

to run errands or pick up a meal. Though several 
travel restrictions have been lifted, we still may feel a 
sense of cautious relief since those restrictions can be 
raised again. This sense extends to our former centers 
of entertainment: shopping malls, restaurants and 

movie theaters.
So, now that we can go out, where 
can we go while still being safe? 

How about a refreshing bike 
ride around Pyeongtaek? Rid-

ing a bike is a great stress 
reliever and will allow you 
to maintain social distanc-
ing while enjoying the 
landscape the region has 
to offer. And, thanks to 
its geographical features 
including many flat lands 
and rivers, Pyeongtaek 

offers a couple of cycling 
routes a myriad of cy-

clists can enjoy.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY CHIHON KIM,
STRIPES KOREA

Grab a bike and
explore Pyeongtaek

Pyeongtaek 
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Anseongcheon Stream route
From Gunmungyo Bridge, I started out toward Paeng-

seong Bridge, following the silver grass lining the path-
way. Here, the smooth hills were an easy ride for a begin-
ner like me. This particular stretch is a bike-only road, so 
cyclists can pedal to their heart’s content without worry-
ing about pedestrians or vehicles.

My rental was due back by 4:30 p.m., so I rushed back 
to Tongbokcheon Stream to get there in time. In total, I 
rode about 40 kilometers which amounted to about four 
hours of pedaling. It was refreshing to stretch my legs, 
get out of my apartment and enjoy the changing land-
scape as fall creeps up on us. It was also nice to relax a 
little from the worry about maintaining COVID-19 pre-
ventative measures. This change of setting was a nice 
way to spend a Saturday, so if you’re looking for some-
thing to shake that cabin fever and get you and you’re 
family out and about, these bike paths are just what the 
doctor ordered!
kim.chihon@stripes.com

If you’re planning to stop for a picnic on your bike ride, grab some gimran at Dong-
geul-Dong-geul-Gim-lan. This place offers a variation of a Korean favorite known as gim-
bap. Gimbap is a rice roll wrapped in seaweed filled with various meats or veggies. This 
is a popular picnic or hiking snack since it is easy to carry. At Dong-geul-Gim-Lan, you’ll 
find gimran, which is a low-carb version of gimbap. Gimran is egg-based rather than rice-
based.

I opted for the tuna gimran and bacon gimran for 3,900 won each (or $3.37). The eggs 
inside the gimrap were surprisingly soft and went great with the fillings. If you need some-
thing light to fuel up your body for your picnic, gimran is a great option. 

ADDRESS: 1, Pyeongtaek 3-ro 56beon-gil, Pyeongtaek-si, 경기도 평택시 비전동 615-4, 
NAVER MAP: http://naver.me/FY7e6Gc0

HOURS:  Mon-Fri 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Weekend 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. Closed on 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of every month.

PHONE:  031-692-3579

Many cities across this peninsula have their own public bike system these days, in-
cluding Pyeongtaek. Rent a bike and cruise the city for free at the rental shop across from 
the Boo-Young apartment building.

The Public Bike Rental shop opened in 2019 and offers 40 city bikes mounted with front 
baskets, 10 small bikes for kids and helmets at no cost. The bicycles are in good condition 
and will allow you to enjoy the city without any discomfort.

To use a bike you need to leave your ID card and register. The bikes must be returned 
by 4:30 p.m. every day. For safety, the shop staff wipe down the bikes with disinfectant 
and provide hand sanitizer to patrons. Don’t forget to use hand-sanitizer that is furnished 
inside the shop and wash your hands after returning your bike.

ADDRESS: 174, Dongsak-ro, Pyeongtaek-si (경기도 평택시 동삭로 174), NAVER MAP:  
http://naver.me/FUwtmojs

HOURS:  10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Mondays. (The bike should be returned by 4:30 p.m.) 
PHONE:  010-6782-4788

Café KAYU, near Gunmungyo Bridge, is a great place for a cup of joe, either after or 
before hitting the bike path. 

They offer a great cup of coffee that comes with a free piece of bread baked on site. 
Pick your bread of choice while you wait for your coffee. Brewed coffee and summer 
lattes are the specialty and, the cozy terrace allows you to enjoy them surrounded by 
nature.

Another unique offering at this café is a spot dedicated for equipment to use for your 
very own YouTube video shoot. Try out the video camera and the Chroma Key Background, 
which allow you to transport yourself to any location. Head to the computer room there 
and edit your masterpiece. Caffeine and viral videos await!

ADDRESS: 53-12, Sindeok-gil, Pyeongtaek-si (경기 평택시 신덕길 53-12),  NAVER MAP: 
http://naver.me/GNKDw2MG

HOURS:  Mon, Tue, Thu: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Fri, Sat, Sun: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Closed Wednes-
days. 

PHONE:  0507-1330-3657
WEBSITE:  https://www.instagram.com/coffee_kayu/

FREE BIKE RENTALS

CAFÉ KAYU 

DONG-GEUL-DONG-GEUL-GIM-LAN
(GIMRAN JOINT)



OCTOBER 15 – OCTOBER 28, 202010 STRIPES KOREA A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION 75 YEARS IN THE PACIFIC

I f you want to get away from hustle 
and bustle of the city life, Gakwon-
sa Temple and its surrounding area 

is the perfect place for one-day trip. 
Located at the foot of Mt. Taejosan, a 
few miles east of downtown Cheonan in 
Chungcheongnam-do, it is about a 40- to 
50-minute drive from Camp Humphreys 
and Osan Air Base.

Gakwonsa Temple is a great place to 
breathe in the fresh air, reflect and enjoy 
the picturesque scenery and tranquil at-
mosphere. 

When most people think of temples 
and shrines in Korea, they picture centu-
ries-old structures weathered from the 
past. That is not the case with Gakwonsa 

Temple, which was built in 1977 by a 
monk named Beobin who spent the Ko-
rean War praying for peaceful relations 
between the North and South. Although 
it is a relatively new building, it does 
harmonize with its surroundings like 
other traditional Korean buildings.  

What I like about this area is that 
there is more than just a beautiful tem-
ple. There are also walking paths where 
you can stroll at your own pace and a 
street in front of the temple full of res-
taurants and stores. And, there’s a giant 
Buddha!

The Temple
There is ample parking for vehicles in 

the lot located just before a magnificent 

bell tower, called a Jong-
gak. The bell tower is big-
ger than most in Korea 
because the massive bell 
(Beomjong) it supports 
weighs 20 tons! You can 
hear the grand sound from 
it every day at 4:30 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. It’ll definitely 
wake you up, whether you 
are there in the morning or 
evening. As you walk un-
derneath the tower, you’ll 
see big antique roof tiles 
on display. They are quite 
beautiful.

After you pass by the bell tower, you 
will spot Mahavira Hall (Daeungbo-
jeon) in front of you. Multiple halls for 
learning Buddhism are located on both 

sides of the main hall. The 
inside of Mahavira Hall 
is gorgeously decorated 
with paintings and three 
golden Buddha statues. 
The golden Buddha triad 
symbolized Buddha sit-
ting on the Sumeru Moun-
tain and the paintings rep-
resent the Buddhism view 
of the world. 

If you have time, stay 
inside the hall and feel 
the peace and quiet for as 
long as you want. When 

the wind chimes hanging under the 
eaves awake you from a brief moment of 
silence, you should make your way 
outside the hall to take in the largest 
attraction on the temple grounds. 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY CHIHON KIM, 
STRIPES KOREA

Rejuvenate at Gakwonsa Temple
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Giant Buddha
When you step out from the hall, 

you can see a seated giant Buddha, 
which was under construction from 
June 1975 to May 1977. Called Am-
itabul-sang, it is the biggest Buddha 
statue in Korea and the second larg-
est in Asia, weighing a massive 60 
tons and standing (although it is sit-
ting) 15 meters high. Its ears alone 
are two meters and its fingernails are 
30 centimeters long. Although you 
might be overwhelmed by this grand 
statue, don’t forget to take a selfie 
with it. It offers a nice place to take a 
picture because it overlooks the tem-
ple and beautiful landscape. 

Note: If you park your car next to 
the souvenir shop located next to the 
pond by the temple, not the parking 
lot, then you can take 203 stairs that 
lead directly to the Buddha. Some 
people prefer to start their trip from 
this spot. 

Easy hiking trails
Once you’ve had your fill of the 

big Buddha, there are a couple of 
trails that lead up into Taejo Moun-
tain, which stands 420 meters high 
and was named after King Taejo, 
the founder of Goryeo. It provides a 
full view of the city from its summit. 
Many hikers and mountaineers visit 
this place, especially those with chil-
dren because it is a relatively gentle 
trail.  

When you get to the start of the 

hiking trail, it is divided into two 
paths. Many people prefer the right 
one, which is a bit gentler than a 
steeper left path. Whichever you 
choose, it takes about one hour to the 
top of the mountain. Yes, you can get 
to the top of the mountain, but be sure 
to wear athletic shoes. If you’re on a 
date, leave the heals and dress shoes 
behind. It’s all about being comfort-
able. By the way, bringing a small 
picnic to enjoy during 
your walk is also an 
enjoyable thing to do.

Street fun
If you don’t bring 

your lunch, don’t 
worry. Many tradi-
tional Korean restau-
rants and stores line up 
along the hill leading to 
the temple entrance. You 
can try vegetarian restau-
rants specializing in wild 
herb and vegetable dishes, 
or you can slurp down some 
tasty, hot noodle soup (Kal-
guksu) at  Goljjagi Sanghoe, 
a small restaurant located 
across from the pond. 

There are plenty of places 
to eat, as well as shops 
where you can pick up 
some local veggies. It’s 
a good way to finish off 
a day trip to Gakwonsa 
Temple. 
kim.chihon@stripes.com

CAR
nCamp Humphreys → Gakwonsa 

Temple (40 min.)
nOsan Air Base → Gakwonsa 

Temple (50 min.)

BUS
nPyeongtaek Intercity Bus 

Terminal → Cheonan  Express 
Bus Terminal 
Take Intercity Bus. (40 min. / 
2600 won) Get off at Cheonan 
express bus terminal. Take bus 
number 24. Get off at the bus 
stop of Gakwonsa temple (25 
min.). Or take a taxi (15 min./
about 7,000 Won)

nPyeongtaek station → Cheonan 
station  - Train

MUGUNGHWA: 15 min. / 2,600won
ITX-SAEMAUL: 10 min. / 4800won
After getting off the train, take bus 

24 (the bus stop is across the 
street!). 

ADDRESS: 245, Gagwonsa-gil, 
Dongnam-gu, Cheonan-si, 
Chungcheongnam-do

TEL: +82 41-561-3545
HOURS: 4 a.m. - 6 p.m.
ADMISSION: Free

DIRECTIONS

Seoul

Camp Humphreys

Osan Air Base 

GAKWONSA 
TEMPLE
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W ith fall just around the corner and the temperatures beginning 
to fluctuate daily, it will be just a few short weeks before the 
changing of the leaves colors transition into their beautiful au-

tumn hue.
Peak foliage in South Korea is mid-October, but the fall colors can be 

seen right into early November.
Here are the forecasted peak foliage dates for major mountains in 

South Korea by Kweather.

HAPS KOREA MAGAZINE

Fall foliage forecast for South Korea
2020 Mountain peak foliage dates

n Odaesan – October 16

n Seoraksan – October 18

n Jirisan – October 23

n Woraksan – October 26

n Gayasan – October 27

n Busan – October 27

n Songisan – October 29

n Gyerongsan  – October 30

n Bukhansan – October 30

n Seoul – October 30

n Hallasan – Novemeber 1

n Muedangsan National Park – November 6

n Naejangsan National Park – November 8

hapskorea.com

Photos by Haps Korea Magazine
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Stripes Korea is A Stars and Stripes Community 
Publication. This newspaper is authorized for publication 
by the Department of Defense for members of the 
military services overseas.  However, the contents 
of Stripes Korea are unofficial, and are not to be 
considered as the official views of, or endorsed by, the 
U.S. government, including the Department of Defense 
or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, 
Stripes Korea may be distributed through official 
channels and use appropriated funds for distribution 

to remote and isolated locations where overseas DOD 
personnel are located. The appearance of advertising in 
this publication, including inserts or supplements, does 
not constitute endorsement of those products by the 
Department of Defense or Stars and Stripes. Products 
or services advertised in this publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use, or patronage without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any 
other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

D o you require a disabled parking permit for your ve-
hicle? If so, this tip is for you!

USFK or U.S. government disabled parking per-
mits are not valid off base. So, before you get a ticket for 
parking in a handicap spot, the following steps can help you 
get a permit for use in South Korea.

For those eligible, the following documents are needed to 
apply for a disabled parking permit (for foreigners): 

1. One copy of the Certificate of Alien Registration or Certif-
icate of Domestic Residence Report. Based on the SOFA, 
all eligible foreigners who hold an A-3 visa, need to apply 
for a disabled parking permit after their alien registra-
tion.

2. One copy of the medical diagnosis for a walking disability, 
which has been issued by a local Korean hospital.

3. Foreign disability registration certificate or foreigners ID.
4. Driver’s license for the disabled person and/or the actual 

driver.
5. Certificate of disabled person’s automobile registration 

and/or actual driver. 1 copy.
6. Disabled family members’ certificate of alien registration 

or certificate of domestic residence report, and certificate 
of family relations. (Guardians will appear on the front 
page). 

For more information, contact the Elderly and Disabled 
Department in Pyeongtaek City. The POC is Ms. Kim, Seo 
Yun, at 031-8024-3322.

For info on where to submit the documents and get the 
permit: Visit the Paengseong District Office, Tel. 031-8024-
5554, or visit the local district office in your area.

USFK PAO contributed to this story.
kim.chihon@stripes.com

BY CHIHON KIM,
STRIPES KOREA

U.S. Forces Korea 
handicap parking permit 

not valid off base

Photo courtesy of the Department of Health Education and Welfare
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Difficulty: Medium 
HOW TO SOLVE: 

Answers to Previous Sudoku: 

Each row must contain the  
numbers 1 to 9; each column must 

contain the numbers 1 to 9; and 
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must 
contain the numbers 1 to 9. 

4 5 3 2 9
7 9

1 3
1 2 5 9 6

6 7
8 1
3 2 4

3 6 4 1

5 2 3 4 1 8 7 6 9
4 7 9 3 5 6 8 2 1
8 1 6 9 7 2 5 4 3
1 4 2 8 3 5 6 9 7
7 3 8 6 2 9 1 5 4
9 6 5 7 4 1 3 8 2
2 8 1 5 9 7 4 3 6
3 5 7 2 6 4 9 1 8
6 9 4 1 8 3 2 7 5

  

ACROSS
1 Alligator's abode
6 Lift with effort

10 Eden dweller
14 Dot on a compu-

ter screen
15 Storybook 

monster
16 Sonny who 

sang
17 Circus site
18 Three-fingered 

saluters
20 Full, as a voice
22 Morsel
23 Felt topper
25 Hair raiser?
26 It may be 

furrowed
29 Bye lines?
31 Religious off-

shoot
34 Overhaul
36 Galley gear
38 Halloween cry
39 Go through 2 Undercover 33 Coin substitute 56 Concert memen-

again device 35 Scratch up to
41 Halftime speech 3 Sends packing 37 Luxurious resort 57 Aesop racer
43 Mess up 4 Combat ships 40 Make, as money 58 River to the 
44 Like a certain 5 747, e.g. 42 Cut across Rhine

McCoy 6 Rub elbows 45 Introductions 60 With proficiency
46 Fire worshiper (with) 48 Smoked herring 61 Russian moun-
47 Wind indicator 7 Braggart's 50 Tight-fisted tains
49 Treat a wound vacation? 53 Coral or Caspian 62 Hourly charge
51 PGA part, briefly 8 One way to 55 Exudes 64 Asian language
52 Friendly cook

greetings 9 SAT or GMAT
54 UN member 10 Igloos and yurts
56 Lathe, e.g. 11 Stringed instru-
59 Crichton ment

creature 12 Part of ABM
63 Waterproof cloth 13 Lion's share
65 Safari sighting 19 Pack item, 
66 Feel the ___ slangily
67 Put up drapes 21 Took as one's 
68 Brilliant success own
69 Draft, maybe 24 Resting on
70 Like Santa's 26 French cheeses

cheeks 27 Nostalgic style
71 Manner 28 Pad the bill

30 Becomes in-
DOWN volved

1 Practice in the 32 "Unforgettable" 
ring singers

Biweekly Crossword - Week of 10/12/20 

 

Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2020 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Answers to Previous Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

P O R T S C A M A S S E T
U T A H T A C O S H E A R
P I N E C O N E S H O R S E
A S T E R N D E C O R A T E

Y E T S O R T
T H O M P S O N Y E O M A N
R I V E T A A R P R E D O
O V E N A D I E U D R A T
P E R T R Y A N B E I G E
E S T A T E D E P A R T E D

L I N K W E D
T U R N T A I L A G A T E S
A F O O T C A T H E D R A L
R O U T E K N E E D O S E
A S T E R S E A N S T E W

Stripes Sports Trivia

Answer

DID YOU
KNOW?

I n South Korea, when you turn 
19 you can legally smoke, 
drink and vote. Like in the 

States, you will be asked to show 
ID before purchasing alcohol. 

Language Lesson

Hangul of
    the week 조언

I’m full.

Bae-bul-leo-yo.

jo-eon (advice)

Some already argue Mike Trout is the best player in MLB history. The Angels outfielder has finished 
top 2 in AL MVP voting in 7 of his first 8 seasons. Quite the start for the 25th pick in the 2009 draft. 
25th!!! Your team likely passed on him for someone that’s not as good, but there was one player no 
one passed on because he went No. 1 overall. Who was he?

Stephen Strasburg

OCTOBER 15 – OCTOBER 28, 2020 STRIPES KOREA 15A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION 75 YEARS IN THE PACIFIC



OCTOBER 15 – OCTOBER 28, 202016 STRIPES KOREA A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION 75 YEARS IN THE PACIFIC


