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Surviving Korean Bureaucracy
Korea is one of the most advanced countries 

in the world in terms of technology, transporta-
tion, and daily convenience. But bureaucracy—

-
reans. So, if you’re an American trying to navi-
gate Korean systems, don’t worry.  This chapter 

-
an bureaucracy becomes easy when you under-
stand the rhythm and approach it with patience.

The Rhythm of Korean Systems

fast. Delivery — incredibly fast. Transportation 
— on time. Restaurants — unbelievably fast.

-
ue precision in administrative matters.

Politeness Unlocks Everything
-

A gentle tone, a smile, or a simple gesture of 
respect will gain you endless support. Korean 
staff will go out of their way to help you if you 

discomfort.

Common Situations Americans Face
1. Phone Plans & SIM Cards

and occasionally a residency number (for 
long-term plans). Staff are helpful and use 
translation apps if needed.

2. Public Transportation Cards
Buy a T-money card at any convenience 
store.  Load money at machines in subway 

3. Banking
-

port, Korean phone number, proof of ad-
dress, sometimes an ARC card. Korean 

4. Immigration and Visas
For long-term stays, you may need an Alien 

process is slow but organized.
5. Hospitals

Korean healthcare is fast and mod-

basic registration forms. If language 
is a challenge, staff will assist with 
gestures, translation apps, or writing 
things down.

Useful Attitude Tips: Be patient. Be re-
spectful. Don’t rush the process. Smile. 
Show appreciation.

calm energy.

What Surprises Americans Most
1. Everyone Tries to Help

2. Systems Are More Organized Than They 
Appear

step-by-step.
3. It Gets Easier Over Time

The more you understand the structure, the 

Final Thought
Korean bureaucracy isn’t meant to frustrate 

you.  It’s meant to ensure accuracy and fairness.  

Korea will meet you with support and grace.

KOREA
DECODED

Gianni Youn

About the author: Gianni Youn is a 
Multimedia Consultant at Stars and 
Stripes and author of KOREA DECODED: 
A Korean American’s Guide for 
Americans Who Want to 
Understand Korea. 
For more cultural 
insights, follow Gianni 
on Instagram: 
@Gianni_Youn INSTAGRAM
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K orea’s rainy season is called jang-
ma. It usually runs from late June 
to late July, moving from Jeju and 

the southern region toward central Korea. 
But the end of jangma does not mean the 
end of dangerous rain. In August, you can 
still see heavy local downpours, summer 
storms and typhoons in Korea. Recent 

to watch out for and how to respond.

��������	��
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In Korea, underground spaces are 
commonly used. Road underpasses, un-

-
nected spaces, basement-level shops and 
semi-basement homes are common. Dur-

open.

Be extra careful around underground 
spaces on days with heavy rain. Never 
drive into an underpass that is already 

moving toward the nearest exit if you can 

do so safely.
But do not stay with the car if water 

vehicle stops. Leave the vehicle and move 

Water can rise within minutes and waiting 

��
���
������

if you can, especially when the water is 
deep or moving fast. Floodwater can hide 
open manholes, storm drains, holes, curbs 

outside during a downpour, stay away 

higher ground when possible.

��
�
�
���

Avoid streams, rivers, trails near wa-
ter and coastal areas during or right after 

-
cially in streams and rivers, and water that 

deeper and stronger within a short time. 
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Korea sends emergency alerts auto-
matically to phones in affected areas. 
Some urgent alerts now include English 

details are still written only in Korean.
The Emergency Ready App is a Ko-

rean government disaster-safety app with 
multilingual support, including English. 
It provides disaster alerts, safety guides, 
shelter locations and emergency informa-
tion. So set it up before a storm, not dur-
ing one. During heavy rain, an alert may 
be the warning that tells you to avoid a 
stream, turn away from an underpass or 
get out of an underground space.
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Seoul, the capital of South Korea, is an 
exciting des-
tination with 

seemingly end-
less sites for tour-
ists to explore. The 
densely populated 
city has everything 
you’d expect from a city destination, with 

and scenery. Of all the things to see and do, 
these eight are some of the most interesting 
and exciting.

1. Gyeongbok Palace
One of the most popular tourist sites in 

-
ace, built in 1395, served as the main pal-
ace of the Joseon Dynasty until it was de-
stroyed during the Japanese invasion in 
the 1590s. Although the palace was later 
restored, the restoration too was destroyed 
in another invasion. It was restored once 
more in the 1990s and now serves as a site 
to learn about the Joseon Dynasty and the 
history of Seoul.

The site’s architecture is praised for be-
ing highly intricate and beautiful, and the 

and Seoul’s mountainous landscape. Your 
admission to the site includes a tour, and it 
can even be bundled to include admission 
to the other palaces in Seoul built during 

-

the primary palace following the Gyeong-

which happens twice daily, into your itin-
erary if you can. 

2. Bukhansan National Park
-

at the region’s natural beauty. There are 

-

level, the variety of paths will ensure you 
-

-
seong Fortress, another artifact of the Jo-
seon Dynasty built in 1711.

3. Hongdae 

to visit day or night. It’s located right by 

-
taurants, shops, galleries, live music, and 
nightclubs, giving you a feel for Seoul’s 

-

4. Paradise Casino Walkerhill
-

livered entertaining casino games and lux-
urious accommodations to its guests since 

River, bringing a natural thematic element 
to the glittering lights of the casino. The 
building’s architect brought nature indoors 
by planting a tree in the lobby — creating 
a statement piece right at the entry.

games and electronic game tables to bac-

hotel is a one-stop place for comfort and 
fun.

5. Dongdaemun Market
Offering a staggering number of shops 

-

It’s considered the go-to place for Korean 
-

ists often describe the immense size as 
being simultaneously amazing and over-

visit while in Seoul.

6. Dongdaemun Design Plaza
In the same region as the Dongdaemun 

-
tecture, which is unsurprising given that it 
was designed by the world-renowned ar-

-
ated to be a cultural hub, so it’s huge in 
stature to accommodate a vast array of cul-
tural events and facilities, from exhibitions 
and galleries to conferences and lounge 
spaces.

7. Lotte World
Lotte World brings the world of amuse-

possible for a day of fun and excitement. 

parades.

8. Namsan Park
Appealing to people with its views of 

-

history. The fortress wall built along the 

once served as an important security mea-

an eye out for threats and to communicate 
across the city with warning beacons. To-
day, the locations of these beacons offer 

wall is traced with stairs, allowing visitors 

In addition to displaying the history of 

library. The most exciting tourist attrac-
tion, however, is the N Seoul Tower, which 

to the top of the mountain to see. 

with an uninterrupted view of Seoul from 

day and night and even sit down to enjoy a 
-
-

everlasting.

Where will you visit first?
With so much to see and do, your big-

-

�!���� ��!��!"!#���

eoul, the capital of South Korea, is an 
exciting des-
tination with

games and electronic game tables to bac-

hotel is a one-stop place for comfort and 
f

�!��!�� ���� �� ��! �!��!"!!"!#��#����

8 exciting things you can do in Seoul
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S eoul isn’t just home to millions of people, it’s also home to many 

-
fold before you.

-
tains are also the perfect place to enjoy Korea’s changing seasons. Espe-
cially in summer, you can enjoy the cool breeze that blows through the 
shaded valleys. Another attraction of the mountains is how easily acces-

-

bird’s-eye-view of Seoul while in peaceful nature, select one of the cours-

��������	�
�����
��
���
�� Easy
Hiking adventures in Seoul

-
ing experience or families.

�������������	
�	����
�	�����������������
���
����	������������������	������
�	��

-
seong, the then-capital city of Joseon. 
Currently, the old city wall is located 
in the middle of Seoul, and is divid-
ed into six sections. Among these, the 

and offers stunning nightscape views, 

receive a commemorative badge if 
-

doseong and collect stamps at the des-
ignated spots.
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-

Seoul due to its location in Jongno-
gu, near the center of the city. The 

-

Station! The path is well maintained, 
and is short enough that even the 

the summit in no time. If you’re vis-
iting with young children or someone 

-

that circles the mountain is a great 
choice.
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Practice hiking safety

&.��/��$�0,)��������1	�������������������

-
bap and ramyeon at the top of mountain while enjoying the beautiful 

-

Korean way.

&.��/�%$�!���������	
��	(�
�	����������������

Center. Conveniently located at some popular trailheads, it offers visi-

more convenient for international visitors.
$�%���������������;@)�;3����%���D���1>?D���)�
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Ways to enjoy hiking like a local

.,� ��#%��,����D���)����"����������������7� ����.,� �����"�
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Moderate Challenging
-

warding sense of accomplishment.
���������	
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��������������
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-
-

rean play on words in reference to 

you must climb to reach the summit. 
While there aren’t actually one thou-
sand stairs, the mountain does seem 
to have an endless supply of them. 

-
lar was named for the sharp sound 
of breathing you’ll produce after 
climbing up the steep staircase here. 

-
tion, the summit will be just before 
you. During the summer months 
when it rains often, the sound of wa-
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������������#"$��% �&��'!�())*!�"(���"���(�+�!�,$��,-�"*���(-,(."()���(!/0��1���2
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on Seoul’s northern side, bordering 

do. The mountain stands out for its 
-

ly rounded to sharp points. While the 

reaching the summit are all but for-
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������������#"$��% �&���-�()�"(���"���(�+�!�,$��,-�"*���(!�4/0��1��
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 "�$�+��-�()������� ��!(�! �6�<�&,((!,()�!�(�
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large in the grand scale of moun-

starting out. You’ll also want to be 

ups and downs as you follow the 

enjoy an active lifestyle, you may 
even come to enjoy the roller-coast-

��
�
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����
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��
������������#"$��% �&��"."()���"���(�+�!�,$��,-�"*���(!�2/0��1���@
����������������������, �!�4�5���, �!�:�+��"(!,&�"�
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�"���("$��(�����()�(!! �()�<,�$.�()�2

�����������������,(.8� �9�@�' �+
 "�$�.���"(3!�=��&/

�����!
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mountain in Seoul, is one of the rare 

-

offers various trails suitable for all 
levels, attracting everyone from be-

-

made to preserve its nature. Visitors 
can enjoy its peaceful valleys and 
cool off in its refreshing mountain 
streams.
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S ummer in Korea is not over yet. Through August, the days can

that some of the best summer plans in Korea are easy and low-

head to a cold mountain stream, drive to a beach a few hours away

three favorite ways Koreans beat the heat before summer slips aw
���������	
��
��������

���������������
��������� ��!

Natural water park in the mountai1 In Korea, heading up into the mountains can be just as common as going to the beach for a summer e

for the day.
Food is a big part of the fun, too. Some families have a barbecue at nearby campgrounds where it is allowed, w

easy ways
b3
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Four great gyegok to check out

Things to know before you go
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northern Gyeonggi area. A long valley with clear 
water, natural pools, forest scenery and Yongchu 
Falls.
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mountain trip. !� "#���$
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old forest and small waterfalls. A good mountain
stream escape for families in Daegu.
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n still be hot, 

-cost. You do 

y or spend the 

ay!

ins 2 Pick the right coast for your beach day

SEE COOL ON PAGE 10

escape. Be-

while others 

-

based on what you want to do there.

The West Coast is the nearest choice for families near 

the tide times before you leave because the water here moves 
a long way in and out.

-

to cool off
hh ttttt

before summer ends
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-
-

swimming, picnics and 
easy beach days with the 
whole family.

�������	�����

one 
of the three major beaches on the west coast along with Daecheon Beach and Byeon-

as diverse water sports. During low tide, visitors can explore the muddy sand to dis-
-

vacations.

��������	�����

Daecheon Beach is one of the most famous 
beaches on the West Coast. Known for its wide, 

-
ming and sand play with children as there are no 

young adults. This is where the famous annual 

late July to early August.
Daecheon has plenty of accommodations, ca-

-

friendly.
-

without a car. Daecheon Station can be reached 

Daecheon Station, Daecheon Beach is a 30-min-
ute bus ride or a 10-minute taxi ride away.

The East CoastThe West Coast

������	�����

Surfyy Beach in Yangyang is famous for its 

the country’s top surf spot, it features beach lounges, 
-

sphere is young, stylish and energetic, drawing cre-
ative crowds, solo travelers and groups of friends. 

-
es, yoga classes, paddleboarding and water activi-
ties. You can camp and party by the beach under 

popular among young adults than families.

More info
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Not every family wants to spend summer in the water. Korean 
summer is not only hot but also humid and some days are better 
spent indoors, away from sunburn, rain and heavy heat. That is 
why museums become one of the most popular family destina-
tions during the summer.

In Korea, many large museums with good exhibits and facili-
ties are free or very low-cost. National and public museums are 

-
hibits and also rest in clean, spacious halls with strong air con-
ditioning. For a family, a full day indoors costs almost nothing, 

explore the large indoor spaces and learn something along the way 
while parents do not have to worry as much about the weather.

Yongsan is the best place to start. (��	!�������	��%���	��	)���� and the ���	��������	��	
)���� sit within a few minutes of each other and both are among the best in the country. Admis-
sion is free, the halls are spacious and it is easy to spend hours with exhibits covering thousands 

hands-on activities. 
There are also many good science museums including ��������	!�������	�������	��*

%���, where you can explore dinosaurs, space exhibits, basic science halls and outdoor areas.
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The South Coast is bluer than the West Sea and gentler than the East. Its 

are good for coastal drives, ferry rides and local seafood. Busan is where 
you can enjoy the beaches inside a big city.

&��
��
	�����

Among Jeju Island’s many scenic 

both families and beach lovers. The 

while swimmers and paddleboarders 

by the beach, there is also a snor-

where you can swim among colorful 
-

tropical escape without ever leaving 
Korea!

COOL:COOL: Summer not over
�,!(-!."�	/#,�	$��"	0

3

The South Coast

Stay cool inside a museum

���������	�����

-
li Beach features a trendy, youthful vibe where 
beach culture meets city lifestyle. It’s famous 
for the stunning nighttime views of Gwangan 

-
-

ish cafés, restaurants, bars and beachside loung-

travelers. Visitors can also enjoy marine activities 

and Gwangalli beaches to experience two differ-
ent sides of the city’s coastline.

Things to know before you go

Great museums to check out

Things to know before you go

Check out!

Korea’s 9 
top museums

Top museums 
in Daegu

6 amazing 
science museums
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G eoje Island, off South Korea’s southern coast, is the country’s second-largest is-
land after Jeju. Summer is a great time to visit, especially for families who want 

-
-

lies can explore together on a getaway to Geoje Island!
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reservation if you plan to visit. The village is closed when the tide comes in and the 
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to enjoy panoramic views of Geoje’s mountain 

-
-

tors can choose a standard cabin or a crystal 

fun, especially for those comfortable with 
heights. Weather conditions or safety inspec-

day schedule before your trip.
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Gujora Beach gives families many ways to enjoy Geoje’s clear southern sea. Kids 

can swim and play along the beach with soft sand. Older children and adults can 

-

Restrooms and shower facilities are also available.
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prisoner-of-war camps in the world, holding up to 173,000 North Korean and Chi-

from learning this history where it actually happened. About two 
hours is usually enough for a visit.
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J -
cheon-gun, stands as one of the eight 

vivid glimpse into the rhythms of 
nature from July through No-
vember.

In the heart of summer, 
the swamp transforms into 

-
tus blossoms and diverse 
wildlife.

-
mer season, deep green lo-

surface, while white and red 
-

ly in between.

above, golden frogs 
lie in wait below, and 
mallards glide silently 
through the water, blend-
ing into the peaceful scene.

One of the highlights 
for young visitors is the 

perches on lotus buds and 
shifts colors depending on the light, 
captivating children who often pause to 
watch, momentarily letting go of their par-
ents’ hands.

-

-

the wetland.
It begins behind the learning center, cross-

es stepping stone paths, passes through a 

T he Korea Forest Service has se-
lected 10 natural recreation forests 
ideal for escaping the summer heat, 

offering refreshing valleys, water play, and 
family-friendly activities across the country.

1 Ganghwa Natural Recreation Forest

and forest adventures, and is easily paired 
with nearby beach destinations.

2 Yumyeongsan Forest in Gapyeong is 

3 Chuncheon’s Jibdarigol Forest sits 
along the Jiam Valley, offering chilly 

mountain waters even in midsummer.

4 In Wonju, Pinocchio Forest combines 

even a reptile café.

5 Jangnyeongsan Forest
nestled along Geumcheon Valley with 

forest trails and a popular water play area.

6 Geumsan’s Nami Forest
provides family-friendly 

facilities such as an ecological 

7 Unjangsan Forest in Jinan 
boasts waterfalls and valley 

views at over 1,100 meters 
above sea level.

8 Jeamsan Forest in Boseong offers 

-
cessible to visitors 
of all ages.

Despite being 
modest in size, cov-

 with a 
-

yang Swamp supports im-
pressive biodiversity.
The area is home to rough-

-
sects, 50 bird species, 11 types of mammals, 

protected and endangered species 
such as otters, wildcats, whooper 
swans, sandpipers, golden frogs, 

-
bills.

Guided programs at the Eco-
logical Learning Experience 
Center allow visitors to observe and learn 
about local plants and animals with support 
from environmental interpreters.

-
ed trails and gentle breezes of Jeongyang 
Swamp offer a refreshing escape.

The area has become a favored spot for 

both visitors and residents a rare opportunity 
to experience a living ecosystem up close.

9 Unjusan Forest in Yeongcheon blends 

riding, 
1010 while Geumwonsan Forest in 

Geochang features Korea’s highest 
ecological arboretum and the massive 

streamside recreation.

, � %  $ � �  � ) * ( $ ) * � ( �

�������	
������
��


�������	
������
��


Jeongyangg Swampp aa livingg 
landscapee off color,, wildlife

Beat the heat at these forest retreats
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Things to know

T he heart of Seongsu, in 
eastern Seoul, provides no 
shortage of reasons to stop 

sprawling cafés, galleries and 

around every corner.

already incredible streets, espe-
-

ertoire of free-time activities.

center of Seoul’s bustling pop-

Archery Range offers something 
completely different from the usu-
al retail and restaurant scene.

I was surprised by the atmo-
-

timidating shooting range, the 

space felt bright, playful and built 

fun while competing with the peo-
ple beside you.

The course opened with eight 
stations rotating between BB pis-

-

Each weapon de-
livered a complete-
ly different rush. The 
most memorable was 
the sniper experience, 
something I’ve yet to see in any 
other shooting range. The pistol 

smooth and satisfying, and the 
sniper setup made every slow, 
carefully aimed shot feel far more 
dramatic than expected.

Then I reached the automatic 

Two stations allow visitors to 

sudden burst of sound and move-
ment completely changed the en-
ergy in the room. Quiet concentra-
tion instantly turned into laughter, 
adrenaline and the urge to empty 

-
sible.

While shooting all these weap-
-

rience worthwhile, 

by introducing a point 
system that just in-

creases the sense of competitive-
ness. Try to reach a score high-
er than 650 and you are in for a 
sweet surprise.

-
rows from a recurve bow. After 

felt almost peaceful, forcing me 
to slow down, correct my posture 

and focus on one deliberate shot 
at a time.

The staff was English-friend-
ly and patient, they carefully ex-

where to place my hands, how to 
stand and what to expect before 
the shooting started.

concentration to chaos and then 

its sense of fun.
It is an easy recommenda-

tion for a date, especially when 
a friendly little competition 

-
ence while exploring the area.

In a neighborhood built around 

may be one of Seongsu’s most 
surprising.
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turns target shooting into a fun night out in Seoul
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Unlock Your Special Benefit for a Bold New Start.

BMW Pyeongtaek Showroom

NEW YEAR WITH 
SHEER PLEASURE

Website      TEL.

Please contact BMW Pyeongtaek
Showroom for more special offers.



14 STRIPES KOREA JULY 30 − AUGUST 12, 2026A STARS AND STRIPES COMMUNITY PUBLICATION

T he Seongsu district in Seoul has be-
come one of the city’s most popular 
destinations for cafes, shopping and 

dining, but Ramura stands apart by build-
ing an entire ramen experience 

-

Located among renovated in-
dustrial buildings and trendy 
storefronts, the restaurant offers a relaxed 
atmosphere with ample side-by-side seat-

casual outing.

comfortably within reach of most service 

exploring one of Seoul’s trendiest neighbor-
hoods.

dumplings for 9,500 won, a combination 

-

-
ling wrappers, a crispy exterior 
that delivered a satisfying crunch 
while maintaining a juicy and 

constructed tasting experience, with a deli-
-

-

-

into the dish, the broth remained surpris-
ingly light while delivering a richness and 
balance.

Service was fast with virtually no wait 
for either the food or a table during my vis-
it, though the restaurant also uses the Catch 
Table application to help manage lines dur-
ing busier periods.

The staff were English-friendly and ac-
customed to helping international visitors 

approachable for service members and fam-
ilies spending a day in Seoul.

At roughly a 90-minute train ride from 
-

-
ney for anyone exploring Seongsu.
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Ramura in Seoul’s

Seong
su turns chicken into an art form
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Hangul of
    the week

DID YOU
KNOW?

Answer

Language Lesson
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Stripes Sports Trivia

Answer to Previous Sudoku:

ACROSS
1 Like some 

cheddar
6 Auction actions

10 Self-satisfied
14 Seesaw, 

essentially
15 Scoundrel
16 Bread for gyros
17 Crop up
18 Writes in the 

margin
20 Small amount
22 Parsley, e.g.
23 Producing, as 

electricity
25 Mistake maker
28 ____ of burden
31 Salon jobs
32 AWOL soldier
34 Infamous Amin
35 Citadel student
37 "So ___ heard"
38 Accompanied
41 Pizza topping
44 Related 6 Faultfinder 40 Brought about 50 Aloe ___

maternally 7 Suffix with 42 Actress Lohan 52 Bit of baby talk
45 Sliding stocks ''invent'' 43 Babe in the 53 "Battle Cry" 
47 Whodunit staple 8 Blue denim woods novelist
49 Earhart, for one fabric 46 Coloring stick 54 Scheme
51 Made sense 9 Mink's kin 48 Muslim beauty 56 Wall St. action
55 With fervor 10 Special wrench 49 Russia's Sea of
57 Guard dog's 11 Pain-lessening ____

warning 12 Western tribe
58 "Yes ___?" 13 Long cut
59 Prefix with call 19 Cultural group

or cop 21 World Heritage
60 Broadcast Site org.

sound 24 Forest denizen
61 Expansive 25 Salt solution
62 Privy to 26 "Put a ___ it" 
63 Bakery supply (hush)

27 Certain 
DOWN Protestants

1 Loud door 29 Dissolve
sound 30 Head lock?

2 Day saver 33 Unexcitable
3 Passionate 36 News anchor 
4 Calls it quits Cooper
5 Lead up to 39 Gorged oneself

Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate

Answers to Previous Crossword:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

A S A N A R O T C T T O P
C E D A R O N E I O I D S
H E D Y L A M A R R M M E S
E Y E S O R E S R O B E R T
D A D A T O S T I T O S

Y E S S I R H Y A T T
S A B E N A S E R E V I E
L A U R E L S S E L L E R S
E R L M E A D G L A R E S
D E L H I G O P R O S

F E E L S U R E S L A T
S U I S S E G E T R E A D Y
T S G T N O L E S S T H A N
O T H E I R A N V E T T E
L O T R N E S S P R I E S
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