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INSIDE INFO

Stars and Stripes is asking readers 
to write about their own piece of 

paradise. Yes, that means you! 
Our annual Destination Paradise 

magazine highlights must-see travel 

of paradise could be included in our 
2025-26 edition that hits the streets 

Submit your story and photos to
paradise@stripes.com

by July 15.
We’ll make you famous! 
Check out our previous

Destination Paradise magazines
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Windsurfing
off

Senaga Island
Pages 8-9
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OKINAWA.STRIPES.COM  SUBMIT STORIES TO: OKINAWA@STRIPES.COM FACEBOOK.COM/STRIPESPACIFIC FREE
VOLUME 18   NO. 12 JUNE 5 − JUNE 18, 2025

SOAK IN JAPAN’S
RAINY SEASON 
TRADITIONS

PAGES 6-7
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To place an ad, call DSN 645-7419
okinawa.stripes.com/contact

For feedback and inquiries,

contact Customerhelp@Stripes.com
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A million years ago, I was a 
litigation attorney with a 
bright professional future 

That was before I married a Navy 

-

-

-

had nothing to do with my shaking hands, I pressed on, trying my best 

-

-

Despite the bonbons-and-
soap-operas stereotype for stay-at-home parents, any milspouse who 

-
seas moves, lengthy deployments and various TDYs, broken hot water 

-
-

-

-
-

-

-
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Kashi pan or “

It refers to bread with various top-

There are so many kinds of kashi pan to 
-

often featured by TV shows, many gaining na-

-

���������
This was my all-time favorite kashi-

-
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to the similarity between the looks of the bread and 

-
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This is arguably the most famous and popular 
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B
-

-
tions for the inner workings of a 

-

walls are adorned with menu items 

-

-

your burrito with the many different 

topping options the shop offers, 
-

-
-

-
-

-

-
-
-

As for side dishes, Roll Up offers 

The surprise was when I bit into 

The burritos went well beyond 

this meal were my taste buds bored, 

-
-

me up for one bite after another of 

-

Fill out the slip and get ready to be 
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Yohena Ajisaien
(Hydrangea Flower Park)
ADMISSION FEE: 500 yen for 
adults, 200 yen for students
HOURS: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. (Sub-
ject to change)
*Free Parking 
GPS COORDINATE:
N 26.647309, 
E 127.945379

onstant gray skies and 

only mean one thing 

-

-

from one leaf to another make a 

fireworks

-

-

-
tivals; they are 
a way to give 
thanks to the 
sea god and 
pray for safe 
and prosper-

-

-

in the rain, perhaps 
while singing, you 

are only avail-
able during this 
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the seasonal ripening of this 

best times of the year to visit the 
northern island of Hok-
kaido
you may not even need 

-

there during the rainy season to 

to long weekends indoors with 
video games

-

-

to your strolls along 
the streets of old 
towns

rain makes old tem-
ples, gardens and 
traditional houses 
seem all the more 

ghost-like dolls 
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i f hi

7ways to soak in Japan’s
rainy season traditions

only mean one thing 

aso

 o
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yo

the sea

best times
nor

onstant gray skies and 

only mean one thing
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tissue hanging from the eaves or 

or sunshine monks, to ward off 

teruteru bozu
-

ty to take in the beauty of seasonal 

amid the early summer warmth, 
several pretty flowers are also 

bloom in mainland 

and shell gin-

are abloom 

F l o w e r i n g 
shell ginger 
heralds the 
rainy season 
on the southern 
islands; hydran-
geas embody the 
season on the main-

and blue, and they gradually shift 

from pink to purple, and others 
from blue to violet or fade in in-

-
hotaru gari

-

-

in the humid evenings, right after 
it rains on windless nights without 
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Speakin’ Japanese
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Hydrangeas 
lighten up 

rainy season
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Kick the rainy-day blues with Kick the rainy-day blues with 
fun places to stay dry
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very year, the rainy 
season arrives early in 

If you are new to the is-
land, you may be let down to 
hear that dismal weather will 

-
ever, there is no need to be 

-

under an umbrella or while 
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L
ooking for something to make the most of 

-

-

The waters around the island are relatively shal-

-

ter from the side and stand parallel with fee
$-./0�1�2��3.-.$�40�$3.56�782171
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Windsurfing 
Video!

Kodakara Iwa (Child Blessing Rock)

BLAHAV 151
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-
et spread 

-

-

There were several failed attempts to move past 
-

-

to that, I had to guess without looking down or else 

I was shakier than I was supposed to be given how 

-

the shore lined up to take photos of the planes, were 

on the board to try a U-turn before the end of the one-

-

-
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T
at sea, 

Senaga Island

Kadena AFB

MCAS Futenma

Island’s calm waters

����

�

Video for 
these spots!Umikaji Terrace

Pirates Okinawa

Senagajima Sunset Park 

(Observatory)
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Myoban Onsen  
Traditional thatch huts producing 
therapeutic sinter for 300 years

-

Check it out
����
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-
-

and smells while hopping from pond to pond while 

Hell-hopping

Beppu City

ing
Must-go onsensMust-go onsens

in Beppuin Beppu

My 
stop

�

Capital of onsen

In addition to the many foreign 

hosts a large population of 
foreign students every 

more diverse and 
foreigner-friend-

-

Below are some of 

-
-

���� �!"������"���#��������!��
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$%&-�0$���,-)(1( he many foreign 

ulation of 
every 

e of 
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VIEW VIDEO

Myoban Onsen 
Yunosato
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Kyushu
Oita

from Sasebo NB

Sasebo NB

Yufuin is a popular hot spring resort 

-

Yufuin and Lake Kinrin
Yufuin City Usa City

-

Usa Jingu and Matama Beach

Kannawa District 

Hyotan Onsen

-
-

Getting to Kyushu a breeze from Haneda
-

-

-

-

The train stops at both the international terminal 

-

you some time and maybe even 

Other popular attractions in the area

Nagayu Onsen

-

was only tastier thanks to the 

You may have tried soak-

and possibly had a onsen egg, 

with a soak and devilishly de-

Taketa City

Another unique      Another unique      Beppu City
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My 
stop

Ky
O

from S
Beppu City

Usa City

Yufuin City

Taketa City

Kokonoe Town

Usuki City

Oita City

Oita

My 
stop

Kur Park Nagayu 

VIEW VIDEO
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Haneda Airport

VIEW VIDEO

Hyotan Onsen
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Usuki Castle town
Traditional center with unique gastronomy

The former international port town still has symbols of this his-

-

-

Drum Tao
Otherworldly beats in celestial heights

-

the group at the Nature Theater, an open-air theater overlook-

Usukiyaki Lab

Kotegawa Shuzo 
Brewery

Kani Shoyu 
Brewery

Nioza District

“Tao no Oka” Drum Tao Nature Theater
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Usuki City
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Kuju Kogen heights, Taketa City 

Oita

My 
stop

My 
stop

Tao Nature Theater

VIEW VIDEO

VIEW VIDEO
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Geothermal energy plants
A promise for clean energy

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

impressive ways these waters are being used to save the 

Bungo Sakaba  
Local foods, tasty sake

-

-

-

Check it out
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Kokonoe Town

Oita City

Kyushu Electric Power 
Company Hatchobaru 
Geothermal Power Plant
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Museum
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Obayashi Corporation green 
hydrogen production plant
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My 
stop

My 
stop

Kyushu Electric Obayashi 
Corporation

VIEW VIDEO

Bungo Sakaba
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Stripes Okinawa is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. This newspaper is authorized for publication 

by the Department of Defense for members of the military services overseas. However, the contents of 

Stripes Okinawa are unofficial, and are not to be considered as the official  views of, or endorsed by, the 

U.S. government, including the Department of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, 

Stripes Okinawa may be distributed through official channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to 

remote and isolated locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. The appearance of advertising in 

this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of those products by the 

Department of Defense or Stars and Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication shall be made 

available for purchase, use, or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital 

status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.
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stores also have a variety of prepared foods and an 
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found many things to love, but also 

If you live off base, you may be familiar 
-

-

-

-

-
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-

Though it may take a while to 
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Things to know
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More on trash 
and recycling
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Answer to Previous Sudoku:

ACROSS
1 It may be slipped
5 Island greeting

10 Everett or Lowe
14 Hang ___ (keep)
15 Constrain
16 Latvia's capital
17 "It's ____ real!"
18 Like some milk
20 Fellow church-

goers
22 Aristocratic 

bunch
23 "Baby Blue" 

singer George
24 Out-of-date
25 Loads, as soft-

ware
28 Reuben's bread
31 Mere
34 Annulment of 

slavery
36 Away from the 

wind
37 Like Liberace
38 No walk in the 2 Type of gas 29 Famed WWI 44 Tropical fruits

park 3 Animal in a sergeant 46 Sharpened
39 Written account roundup 30 Concludes 48 Mirror ___
41 Beds on base 4 Tupperware 31 All there 49 Nashville NFLer
42 Angsty music product 32 Happy as a ___ 50 Candle feature

genre 5 Gives a 33 Lockheed Martin 51 Little devils
43 Skilled boater heads-up field 52 Dinner, eg.
45 Puppeteer 6 As it happens 35 Roared deeply 53 Ancient Celt

Lewis 7 Middle Eastern 37 First-string 54 Feed the kitty
47 Does an IRS job gulf players 56 Outdoor gear 
51 Tariff target 8 Cheer starter 40 Oscar or Tony brand
53 CDC worry 9 Without much 41 Modem measure
55 Like some harmony

garden paths 10 Shore dinner 
57 Word after "cut" entree

or "second" 11 Nazi-like
58 Walk the floor 12 "The Morning 
59 Verso's oppo- Watch" writer

site James
60 Alaska's first 13 A&W competitor

governor 19 Mantegna's 
61 Downhill racer "Criminal Minds"
62 Web destina- role

tions 21 Touch
63 Bodywork target 24 One who works

on snow days
DOWN 26 South Pacific 

1 Former news- island
man Lou 27 Overhead

Crossword by Margie E. Burke
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Answers to Previous Crossword:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

C A S T E S U B S C H A P
A L C O A O P I E H A L L
M A R E S C O N T R A L T O
P R E F I X I N G A L L A Y

A L E X A T I L E R S
P A M S I L I C A T E
A L E R T I C E L A N D I C
C O R E O Z O N E G I G O
T E S T A M E N T A E S O P

R O A D S I G N P R Y
A S T E R N P E A C E
P L E A T G R E E T I N G S
S U S T A I N E D O N S E T
I S L E C A N E L E E R Y
S H A D E W E S E S S E X
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WEBSITE: https://www.moonbeach.co.jp/en/
  *Reservation required

FEES: • 8,800 yen for 30 minutes   

• 6,600 yen for 20 minutes

* Customers need to be between the ages 12 and 
59, and weigh 88 lbs. or more. 

WEBSITE
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W I straightened my body upright under the water, putting 

-

-

-

-

-

The popularity of the 

saw some very skilled tour-

put on a helmet and a life-

the water to put on shoes 

on the other side of the 

-

time, I bent either my left or right knee to make a turn following in-

my thighs and hamstrings to keep me 

-
onds I had above the water, made 

-
ing the same point of view as 
Ironman felt great, even if 
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