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Got a great shot of 
mainland Japan, Okinawa, 

Korea or Guam? If so, 
submit it and maybe it’ll 

end up on the front page of
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SUBMIT A PHOTO 
FOR THE COVER OF
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Special 4-page 
pullout inside!
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Pagess  6–7

Cherry blossoms blooming
across Okinawa
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Anew year is upon us, and it’s time once again to 
turn your attention to the yearly tradi-
tion unlike any other – Best of 

For the past 24 years, our an-
-

azine has been the author-
ity on the best places 
YOU need to go to in 

know? Because you 

years, and in turn, in-
formed fellow mem-
bers of the military 
community like your-

best attractions, res-
-

day brunch, getaways 

-
pan or Okinawa, you can place 

is there an off-base dentist you tell all your 

Voting is quick, easy and you just might get your name 

-

community products 
to help you enjoy your 

we are fond of 
saying, our pa-
pers, websites 
and magazines “are 
about you, for you, 
and in some cases, by 

keep rolling in 
year after year 

and it’s all thanks to 

turnout in 2024, and we 
expect nothing short of a re-

-

– Stars and Stripes staff

YOUR VOTE COUNTS!
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N -
-

Despite this, much of its history is not 
-
-

�������	
�������������

-

was no wonder that when Portuguese land-

-

did not step onshore in Naha, traders from 

came to Naha to facilitate commerce be-

-
natown from the rest of Naha, though their 
contribution was memorialised in the Fuku-

the islands of Okinawa, and a dying sail-
-

-

Naha, and despite being an accidental nom-
inee for the job (he wanted to be posted to 

-

transformation as a modern industrial na-

�������	
��������������	����������
-

ha’s economy was originally reliant on ag-
riculture, but its poor soils made the island 

Around 1100, Polynesian seafarers 

-
east Asian kingdoms before making its way 

-

the sweet potato on their trade missions to 

transforming the nutritional wealth of this 
-

ar cane was also introduced, creating a cash 

as well known in the western world as the 
sailors from the Venetian city states, they 
were both trading at the same time in the 

this traded centred around the ports of Fu-

-
tian, Persian, and Okinawan merchants on 

Okinawan merchants would also trade 
spices, animals, and porcelain with Portu-

Arabs once described the Okinawans as 
fair but daring men, dressed in a cloak, and 

the Indian subcontinent also came to Okina-

Okinawa it was called kasuri, which comes 
-

nawan skills brought this to the highest de-
-

tion for turbans are called hachimaki, which 

gems, one of which you can see at this 
museum, with a hairpin made of gold, 

-

�������	
�����������	��	�����

����	�������

Royalty and merchants in the little city that could
NAHA CITY MUSEUM OF HISTORY

������	������������������	
������������	����������	�

�������������������	����������������	��������������	�����
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global recession hit the city hard, 

-
-

ing about fast fashion factory of the mod-
ern era, but reform of the feudal system had 
forced displaced samurai and labourers to-

-

time when Okinawan design was destined 

Bingata and Bashofu in 1939, helping to 

�������	
��������������

made Okinawa rich, much like the Vene-
tian states, but the humble people at Naha 
kept it under wraps, there was not much in 
ostentation, particularly as they know that 
their island port was in the shadow of big-

would depart Naha after the typhoon season 

-
ways and steamships took people 

-

thought that Naha was on the 

-
licas from that time are on display at the 

���������������������������
�

�� As part of your orientation to 
Naha, this compact museum 
is a quick way (30 to 60 mins, 

yourself to the background of 

���
the city was razed during the war, this is 

-

�� -
gration had a bigger impact on Okinawa 

-

����������������
�
��

-

behind glass cases kind of museum with 
more mental and physical interaction, 
much like going to your old school library 

��

������� ���������	
�������������
�������������
����������
���������
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���������
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W

northern part of the main island, draw special attention 

First, Yambaru is home to the earliest blooms on the 

direction due to a difference in the type of cherry blos-

they are adorned with the pink color of the cherry blos-

-

there are about 7,000 cherry blossom trees on the second-

-

around the 13th century and was used as a strong-
hold for a kingdom that ruled the northern part of 

170-acre park includes castle ruins known as “Nangusu-

southern p

��!���%$��

/ �01�2�3��(� �/�&1�/(�45��632�2
�
/ 05�7/���5�282�

A -

-

on cherry blossoms, compared to 118 in praise of the then more popular 

-

-
sidered cherry blossoms to be a symbol 

and last for only 10 days or so, people used 
to think cherry blossoms were a bad omen for relation-

breaks up soon after getting together, like cherry blossoms that fall to 

now calls on ch

ofte
che
sor

the beauty part altogethe

erwise, you couldn’

MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE 
‘Dead bodies are buried under cherry blossoms’‘Dead bodies are buried under cherry blossoms’

-

difference in types of cherry blossoms and how the 

-
mer and go dormant without growing further before 

-

-

“Once awake, cherry blossoms bloom as the tem-

-
no waits for the temperature to rise before blooming, 

-

– Shoji Kudaka, Stripes Okinawa

Early Risers on Okinawa

Hit the road for Okinawa’s beautiful cherr
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part of the island, it will most likely take a cou-

-
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erry blossoms to bring good luck 
-

en drawn public attention to the 
erry blossom – especially for a 
rt of melancholic contrast be-

er in its introduction and draws a 

-
-

’t possibly explain the beauty of 

-
-

-

-

– Stripes Okinawa
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O n a sunny late-autumn day, I headed to 
-

-

-

along the southern coast, it wasn’t a problem to 

near the forest trail, I decided to park at a nearby 

it was lunchtime, so I decided to head in for a bite 

pizza from a restaurant that is unfortunately no lon-

sure to swing by and pick up a taste of Yaese while 

-

portion of the hike included many steep ups and 
downs, but the wooden steps made this part easier 

Dimly lit by sunlight breaking through the thick 

grasses on the ground were shining bright in the 
sunlight, making it feel like being in a natural gar-

Deep in the forest, I encountered taro trees with 

�������	
������������������
�����
�����������	���

*Parking space available for free.

*Parking space is available for free.
��������	
�����
���	�

��������	����� �������

��	�	���

�������	�
�������

LOCATION

LOCATION

LOCATION

Yaese   VIEW VIDEO

N 26.120663, E 127.744036

N 26.118876, E 127.747665

N 26.121393, E 127.749998

Trail trekking, goats and more
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that the forest is home to about 100 kinds of fauna 

After hiking for about 420 meters, the route split 
into two— one way leading toward the coast and 

-

was a downslope that took me out of 

If I had wanted to cut my trekking 

choice, but I was intent on getting the 
full experience, so I crossed back to 
the intersection and took the other 

was mostly a downslope running 

ocean shining under the strong sun-

dark slope, but the wooden steps 

-
tion, there was a concrete structure, which I learned 
later was the remains of a disposal site of the Impe-

-

for its many reef lagoons and large rocks dotting 

wide, the beach still dazzles tourists and locals with 

fatigue from the 1-hour trek was starting to set in, 

I let the mesmerizing beauty of this area make the 

Before ending my day, I made sure to make a 
couple of stops at some of the other attractions in 
the area, including a limestone bridge and castle ru-

Gushichan castle ruins sit on a hill 

-
mains left to be seen today, but the 

also has monuments to commemo-
-

-

-
-

-

-

�������������� !�"#��$�%

*Parking space is available for free.

Hours: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
*Parking space is available for free.

������
���	�
���	

��	���
	�
���
 ����
���������
������	�

LOCATION

LOCATION

LOCATION

Yaese Town

N 26.133643, E 127.724238

N 26.121901, E 127.742794

��������
	�
���� �!������
N 26.118886, E 127.744157
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Stripes Okinawa is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. 

This newspaper is authorized for publication by the 

Department of Defense for members of the military services 

overseas. However, the contents of Stripes Okinawa are 

unofficial, and are not to be considered as the official  views of, or 

endorsed by, the U.S. government, including the Department 

of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, 

Stripes Okinawa may be distributed through official channels 

and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and 

isolated locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including 

inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of 

those products by the Department of Defense or Stars and 

Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication 

shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage 

without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 

age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or 

any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

T -

though the country—whether 

and hundreds of tiny metal balls, 

a must-try for any tourist looking 

anything like it, and this article 
-

After learning the ins and outs of 

-
chine, you should be more than 

-

About DD Fist of the 
North Star

series based on the popular 1980s 
manga series of nearly the same 

-

a nuclear war from the original sto-
-
-

ed to a pachinko setting, you’ll be 

Basics of Pachinko

pinball mixed with slots, gained 
popularity in the 1940s, and now 

pachinko parlors, according to a 
-

serts cash into the machine to get 
small metal balls, which the play-
er then launches into the machine 

bounds, while some land into bo-
nus areas, usually resulting in a 

pachinko parlor, the sights and 

out and gets a prize, which can later 
be traded for other goods as well at 

-

����������	
������	������	������
���
�������	��	�����	�

�����	�����	����
�������������	��
����

����������	��������	�	��������������
�	�� �	��� ����� ������ ����� ��� 
��������
� ����� ���� ��� ����� �		!�
�������"�����

��� #��� ��	� ����� $��� ��	� �!!	�� �	��
�	��$���	�!������������

Special Features 
of the DD Fist of the 
North Star machine

-
pot payout rate of 1/319, mean-
ing it’s a high-risk, high-reward 

right? It’s important to pay atten-
tion to bonus, special time and the 

-
ing regular play, you do not want 

-
erate turn will help you aim for 

bonus time, turn the dial with full 
strength to push the balls all the 

Slot Jackpot / 
Special Time

symbols appear on the slot ma-
-

ting it puts the machine into pay-

the probability of doing well in-

Balls drop into bonus pockets, 

-
ing lights in the game can show a 
higher degree to which you can 

example, a rainbow spectrum col-
or signals the highest probability 

-

group of characters on the screen, 
-

-

Now, you’re ready to experi-

-

How to play 
Pachinko
��
�
����������$�����	�

���
���!����	

%#�#&��'#()*

�������
�+���	�+""��

��	���	��������
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Answer to Previous Sudoku:

57 Shopping aids 10 Thin-heeled 
61 Workers' pro- shoe

tection org. 11 Off one's rocker
62 Glassmaking 12 Highly excited

color 13 Countless
64 Subsequently 18 "Any ___?"
65 Edit 22 Skin blemishes
66 Songstress 24 Gift-tag word

Horne 25 Actress Winger
67 Ogled 26 Fake name
68 Labor's partner 27 Artist's garment
69 Washstand 29 Kind of 

vessel sentence
30 Skilled

DOWN 31 Linguine sauce
1 Ward who 34 Permit

played Robin 35 Pick-me-up
2 Turn over ___ 38 Ring finger's 

leaf place

ACROSS
1 Like Hubbard's 

cupboard
5 World record?

10 Loud door 
sound

14 System for 
servers

15 Shipping 
container

16 Roman robe
17 Breathing 

apparatus
19 Screen symbol
20 Jacket fabric
21 Family-tree 

study
23 Library section
25 Sneaky coward
28 Catch in a sting
32 Stately tree
33 Potting mixtures
36 Chopin piece
37 H.S. lab class
39 Track events
41 Till fill 3 Skyrocket 40 Psychic 55 White as a ghost
42 Revs 4 Master hand 43 Kind of loser 56 What you used 
44 Digs for pigs 5 Puzzler's dir. 45 Refine metal to be
46 Top anagram 6 Shakespeare 48 Railroad porter 58 Great deal
47 Request works 50 Fit to be tried? 59 It may be carried
49 Token 7 "See ya!" 52 Mealtime lure 60 Barely burn
51 Valued highly 8 Perform 53 Cavalry sword 63 Mormons, for 
54 Notre Dame, for penance 54 Shelter for short

one 9 Peaceful doves

Crossword by Margie E. Burke

Copyright 2025 by The Puzzle Syndicate

Answers to Previous Crossword:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

A L F A S O A P S P A M
L E A P U R G E F A R C E
L A V A P I E D I N E R T
O V E R S E E I C E D T E A
W E S T E R N G O R S E

M A S T E R L Y N B A
A S S E R T L E O I D E A
J O H N I D L E R N E A R
A L O T T E E S E N D U P
R O W P I N N A C L E

T A R O T C H A R G E R
M A R T I N I C E N T I M E
A X I O M S T E M U V E A
D I A N E T O N E B E N D
E L L E S E T S E N D S
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I -
-

traded during business engage-

proper etiquette when it comes to 
exchanging what is often consid-

Any business relationship in 

-

business cards are exchanged 

exchanging cards is considered 
a personal greeting gesture, and 
how to exchange the cards prop-
erly is one of the most fundamen-

Rather than accepting a card 
and putting it in a wallet or purse 

take a careful look at it, then sit 
down, placing your card on the 
table, while continually look-
ing at it and you until the end of 

seem rude, or as if a person was 

seen as a sign of sincerity and 
eagerness toward new business 

to remember your face with the 

-

the job or not, this allows them to 

friend on the street, cards are 
usually exchanged as people chat 

-
ness cards help in maintaining 

-

and it reminds me of my 
younger and ambitious days 
when I was just starting and 

-

If you are exchanging business 
cards with higher-ranking, older or 
more experienced business partner, 
be sure to give your business 
card first in order to show your 
respect and humbleness.

When you receive a 
business card, hold it at 
the edge, avoiding putting 
your fingers on names or a 
company logo on the card.

Don’t hand out a worn or dirty 
business card.

Don’t take out business 
card directly from pocket. A 
business card holder is ideal.

Say “yoroshiku onegai shimasu” (It is nice to meet you) and bow 
when you have exchanged your business cards.

Don’t write 
anything on the 
business card.

Stand up and move to the side of the 
table toward the business partner and 
exchange the cards while standing.

Keep the business card on the table throughout the meeting.

Give your card with your 
right hand, and receive the 
counterpart’s with your left 
hand. Give your business 
card at your right hand a 
little lower than the left 
hand that receives the 
counterpart’s to show your 
humbleness.

Say clearly your full 
name, your job title and 
organization while giving 
your business card.

Now that you know the dos and 
don’ts about business cards in 

your own printed?

your personal business cards to a 

com, was just redesigned to make the 

Our user-friendly interface guides 

Our talented designers and 
cutting-edge printing technology 

want to make your own 
business card, go to 
printshop.stripes.com!

salarymen, updating their collec-
tion of business cards by adding, 

remembers her experience at a 

-

so that she could continue the 

Japan’ss businesss cardd etiquette

Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes 
can print your can print your 
business cardsbusiness cards

Don’t exchange 
business cards 
over a table. 

10
9
8

7

61

2

3

4

5

nd 
-

signed to make the 

y interface guides

Our talented designers and 
cutting-edge printing technology 

want to make your own 

“When in Japan, do as 
the Japanese do”

know the proper etiquette, and 
-

�������	�
����	����������
���

Business Business 
cardcard

mannersmanners

�	����������������	��������������������

������	���

��� !"!#$%�� !"$&'(#$�
�� %$�)���"$*!+!

Scan the QR code to watch 
a video on exchanging 

business cards 
in Japan.
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Somin champuru is sometimes called somin tashiyaa. Serai, a Japanese magazine dedi-

cated to culture, food, and travel, claims that the name “somin tashiyaa” is more appropriate. 
According to the magazine, the word “champuru” is thought to have its roots in the word 
“campur,” which means “mix up” in the Indonesian language. “Champuru,” in general, re-
fers to stir fry cooked with seasonal vegetables and tofu, not somen, explains the magazine.

-

the word “
on local izakaya menu books.

�����
�	���
Although somin champuru can be cooked in various ways, many of them would have 

-
-

 (Sea 

tuna from overseas countries was commonly marketed in 
” became an instant hit when it was 

a popular gift for islanders visiting their relatives during 

I Besides the standard ramen, soba, and udon, somen might not be at the top of the chart for 
noodle enthusiasts. But it is delicious and worth seeking out to try for yourself. 

-

when they need to quickly prepare a lunch. At izakaya bars on the island, you can count on 
it as a good appetizer.

has been recognized across the country. Now many restaurants and bars on mainland Japan 

I am sure somin champuru would make a great side dish for a glass of beer, whether you 

hearty and tasty meal.  
-

one below only requires a few vegetables like carrots, long green onions, seasonings, noodles 
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Somin 
   champuru

An Okinawan favorite
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