
Congratulate
a 2026 grad!

Our annual Grad Tab highlighting 
Pacific DODEA high schools and their 
graduating classes will appear in the 
May 21 edition of Stripes Okinawa. 

For just $25, customize your own 
message that will appear in this 
keepsake edition. 

What you need:
•	 A photo of the graduate 
•	 Graduate’s first name
•	 Your name, as you want it to appear in 
print (e.g. “Suzy & Steve” or “Mom & Dad”)

•	 A congratulatory message of no 
more than 20 words

•	 The graduate’s high school

Send info by May 5, 5 p.m. to 
PacificGrad@stripes.com 
and a Stripes representative will 
follow-up with you right away. 

Proud of my dad
I love being a military child 
because I like to practice 
with laser guns. My dad is 
in the Air Force and teaches 
people how to survive. 
Being a military child is fun 
because I like training.

- Ellis D., 1st Grade, Bob Hope Elementary School

Love you every day
M ilitary child is fun to be.
I  spend a lot of time with my family.
L ove you every day.
I  hope you come back soon.
T hen we make signs for you.
A good surprise is for you.
R emember we miss you all the way.
Y ou would see us every day.

- Natalie Guzman, 4th Grade, Bob Hope Elementary School

Mom & dad work a lot
I like being a military child because I get to live 
in a nice house. I go to a nice school. It is fun 
but my mom and dad have to work a lot. My 
mom is a baby doctor. My dad is just a doctor. 
But I still have a lot of friends like Timothy. 
That’s what I like about Japan and being a 
military child.

- Charlie, 2nd Grade, Zukeran Elementary School

Celebrating Month
Military Childof the 

Read more 
military children 
stories inside!
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Bob Hope Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

1st Grade / Ms. Farrell

See more Bob Hope stories on Page 4
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Stripes Okinawa is A Stars and Stripes Community Publication. 
This newspaper is authorized for publication by the 
Department of Defense for members of the military services 
overseas. However, the contents of Stripes Okinawa are 
unofficial, and are not to be considered as the official  views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. government, including the Department 
of Defense or the U.S. Pacific Command. As a DOD newspaper, 
Stripes Okinawa may be distributed through official channels 
and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and 

isolated locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including 
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement of 
those products by the Department of Defense or Stars and 
Stripes. Products or services advertised in this publication 
shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or 
any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

- Keane Do

Bob Hope Elementary School

Celebrating Month of the Military Child

3rd Grade

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Check out more military children stories at 
okinawa.stripes.com

1st Grade
----------

Ms. Farrell
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Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Bob Hope Elementary School
1st Grade
----------

Ms.Horikoshi
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Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Bob Hope Elementary School
1st Grade
----------

Ms. Nelson
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Bob Hope Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

4th Grade
----------
Ms. Turco
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Bob Hope Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

4th Grade
----------

Ms. Wood and Ms. Eskins

Team Woodkins

See more 
Team Woodkins 

on Page 10
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4th Grade
----------

Ms. Wood and 
Ms. Eskins

Celebrating Month of the Military Child

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Team Woodkins

Bob Hope Elementary School
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See more Bob Hope 
stories on Page 16

Team Woodkins

Check out more military children stories at okinawa.stripes.com
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E.C. Killin Elementary School
CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

3rd  Grade 

Mr. Vallis & 

Mrs. Whittington



Check out more 
military children

 stories at
okinawa.stripes.com 
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E.C. Killin Elementary School
CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

See more Mr. Vallis & Mrs. Whittington’s class on Page 14



Check out more 
military children

 stories at
okinawa.stripes.com 
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E.C. Killin Elementary School

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

CELEBRATING MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

3rd  Grade 

Mr. Vallis & 

Mrs. Whittington
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2nd Grade

Mrs. McKoy

Kadena Elementary SchoolKadena Elementary School

Check out more 
military children stories at
okinawa.stripes.com
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Kindergarten
----------
Ms. Payne

Bob Hope Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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Kindergarten
----------

Ms. Rodriguez

Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Bob Hope Elementary School

Check out more 
military children stories at 
okinawa.stripes.com
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Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Bob Hope Elementary School
Kindergarten / Ms. Seno

Check out more military children stories at okinawa.stripes.com



IF SO, LOG ON TO
TO SUBMIT 
YOUR STORY

Do you have 
a story to share? 
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Bob Hope Elementary School
Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Kindergarten
----------

Ms. Crockett
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Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Zuker an Elementar y School
Mrs. Harrold-King

2nd  Grade

Check out more 
military children stories at:
okinawa.stripes.com 
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Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Zuker an Elementar y School

Ms. Pruemer
2nd Grade

I like being a military child because we can travel. My 
dad is in the military. Being a military child makes me 
special because I can go to California and Michigan. I 
am special. I am proud of my family.

Leilani

Check out more 
military children stories at:
okinawa.stripes.com 

I like being a military-connected child. One reason I 
like being connected to the military is because I like 
to travel. Being military-connected allows my family 
and I opportunities to travel. For example, my family 
went to the USA and Canada. I tried blueberry cake 
for the first time and I got to meet my baby cousin. In 
Canada I got to harvest blueberries for the first time. 
Another reason I enjoy being military-connected 
is because I get to live in Okinawa. Reason two. I 
experience Japanese culture in Okinawa. I go to 
Kumon so I can learn Japanese.

Eiden

I like being a military child because I can travel. My 
family has been to Taiwan. My dad is in the military. 
My mom works with the police officers. Being a 
military child makes me happy because I get to 
travel. I am happy. I am proud of my family.

Analeigh

My family and I traveled all over the world and I 
traveled to KSA and USA and Okinawa. When I meet 
new people I feel sad because I don’t want to leave 
my old friends behind. I hate moving because I 
leave my friends behind and I love all my friends and 
family. I like being a military child.

Chadwick
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Biweekly Sudoku - Week of 4/20/26 

 

SUDOKU Edited by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Difficulty: Easy 
HOW TO SOLVE: 

Answer to Previous Sudoku: 

Each row must contain the  
numbers 1 to 9; each column must 

contain the numbers 1 to 9; and 
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must 
contain the numbers 1 to 9. 

99 77 88
77 66 33
55 11 66
22 88 99 55

44
22 88

55 22 33
66 33

44 88

11 66 99 77 88 55 33 22 44
33 77 44 11 22 99 88 66 55
88 55 22 66 44 33 77 11 99
44 11 55 88 33 77 66 99 22
77 88 66 22 99 44 55 33 11
22 99 33 55 11 66 44 88 77
66 33 11 44 77 22 99 55 88
99 44 88 33 55 11 22 77 66
55 22 77 99 66 88 11 44 33

  

ACROSS
1 Turning point?
5 Unruly crowds
9 ____ in the right

direction: 2 wds.
14 Part of the Corn 

Belt
15 On ___ (without

a contract)
16 Mecca native
17 Burt of 1960's 

"Elmer Gantry"
19 Clean completely
20 Items on to-do 

lists
21 Seismic source
23 Caviar fish
25 Outspoken
26 Lucky charm
29 Out of shape?
30 Where Switz. is
33 Penalty
35 Beheaded 

Boleyn
36 Begged
37 Peter, pumpkin- 2 Weather track- 32 Oboe-sounding 48 Luxurious

wise ing org. 34 Views from 49 Shaving lotion 
38 Portion out 3 Admits, with isles, often brand
39 Cleanse "up" 35 Lilylike flower 50 1990s VP
40 Etcher's fluid 4 Fall off the 41 Mea ___ 52 Grimm villain
42 OH to MA wagon, perhaps 43 Baby birds? 53 Spineless sort

direction 5 Publisher's pile: 46 "___ we all?" 54 "Beat it!"
43 Kind of curve Abbr. 47 Varnish ingre- 57 Covered in 
44 Thanksgiving 6 Chose dient Cottonelle, say

fare 7 Microwave 
45 Regarding birth sound
47 Depend (on) 8 Copyist of old
48 Sponsorship 9 ____ ratio (TV 
51 Works, as a field spec)
55 Buyer's 10 Spa feature

proposal 11 High-collar top
56 Wistful for the 12 Result of honing

past 13 Fishing spot
58 Smelled awful 18 Contents of 
59 Icicle former some urns
60 Hogwarts librar- 22 Penitent

ian Pince 24 Plato was one
61 Puts a stop to 26 Eden fruit
62 Fax button 27 Disney's 
63 Equinox mo. Chinese warrior

28 Humdrum
DOWN 29 Midler of music

1 Scottish garb 31 Loosen a knot

Biweekly Crossword - Week of 4/20/26 

 

Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Answers to Previous Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

A R C S S C U D I R O N
F I A T S C O F F N O D E
A C M E A R R O W H E A D S
R E P L A C E D E R N S T

A L I K E D A R T
N A I A D N A I L B I T E R
A G G R E S S I V E A R G O
M E N S H A R E R S A R A
E N E S O V E R T U R N E D
S T R A I N E R S R E S T S

L E E R I S A L L
A M O U R N F L T E A M S
W A L K S O N A I R A T O P
E S A I C L U E S S O D A
S S N S R E T D E R S T

Answer

Which former New York Knicks guard was also an award-winning quarterback at Florida State?

Stripes Sports Trivia

DID YOU
KNOW?

In Japan, the “Jumbo Draw” heralds the arrival of each season with the dream 
of becoming a millionaire. Unlike the 

Powerball and Mega Millions drawings in the 
U.S., the largest Japanese lottery is held only 
five times a year - each drawing coinciding 
with the changing of the seasons. With a 
first prize of 500 million yen ($4 million) per 
unit, “Jumbo Takarakuji” aka Jumbo Draws, 
start selling one month before the drawing. 
Public lottery shops, or chance centers 
as they’re called, are ubiquitously situated 
in train stations, banks, shopping malls and 
parks, some likely near your installation.

Kanji of
    the week

Yama/san [mo
untain]
山

Language Lesson
Let’s meet at the station.

Eki de aimashoo

Charlie Ward
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Mrs. Allan
2nd Grade

Check out more 
military children

 stories at
okinawa.stripes.com

Celebrating Month of the Military Child

Zuker an Elementar y School


