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Trial and error lesson in cooking up Japanese festival favoriteTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiaaaaalllllll aaaaaaaaannnddddddddddddddddd eeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrroooooooorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr llllllllllleeeeessssssssooooonnnnnnnnn iiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn ccccccooooookkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkiiiinnnggggg uuuppppppppp JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJaaappppppppppaanneesssseeee fffffffeeeeeffffff ssstttttiiiiiiiivvvvvvvvvaaaaaaaalllllllll fffffffffaaavvooorrriitttttt
Tumultuous takoyakiTumultuous takoyaki

I f you have attended a festival in 
mainland Japan or Okinawa, you may 
have tried takoyaki. This ball of batter 

with chopped octopus inside is a beloved 
comfort food of Osaka, 
and a popular festival food 
nationwide.   

After watching an epi-
sode of “Daigo mo Daido-
koro,” a Japanese cooking 
show where Daigo, a TV 
talent/musician who adver-
tised himself as a kitchen 
novice, made takoyaki with 

was time for some stress-
free fun in the kitchen. 

assumed cooking this dish 
would be easy. 

-
ipe published by Asahi Beer. The accom-
panying photo featuring takoyaki balls 
served up with a glass of beer looked too 
enticing to refuse. 

All the ingredients were available at a 
supermarket in my neighborhood, and 

could borrow an old, dimpled ta-
koyaki pan my mother happened 
to own. 

Preparing batter and slicing 
octopus arms into small piec-
es was easy. 

The challenging part start-

pour the batter into the pan.

thicken as it cooked, allowing 
me to grab it and turn it into a 

-
ed, the batter remained adamantly 

it was burning. 
Of course it was the batter. 
The batter at the bottom of the dimples 

was overcooked and the rest remained in 
its liquid state. 

batter forming not into ta-
koyaki balls, but into burnt 
blobs.

improvised and added more 

painstakingly scraped the 
burnt blobs and carefully 
cleaned the stubborn batter 
clinging to the bottoms of 
the dimples.

Would this method work? 

the batter into the pan for 
the second time. My hopes, however, were 

10 minutes later.               

the recipe and settled on my last 
resort: store-bought pre-made Ta-
koyaki dough.  After struggling 

every single corner.
The batter seemed thicker than 

-
pectations were slowly growing. 
However, my hope lasted only 

the same quagmire of over-
cooked and undercooked. 

dimples with a skewer to 
see if anything was sal-
vageable and found a 
few were turnable. My 
last-ditch effort some-
how salvaged a few ta-
koyaki balls out of the 
14 dimples of the pan. 

survivors of the cooking 
disaster. To my surprise, he 
liked them and said they were 
good, “although they are a little 
too soft on the inside.” 

tries and used the remaining bat-
ter to make an okonomiyaki-style 

pancake in a regular pan.
Try your hand at the ta-

koyaki recipe below and if 
you’re like me, then you 

-
vored okonomiyaki for 
dinner, too!

probably need to get a new 
takoyaki pan to prevent the bat-

ter from sticking.
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ver-

g
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were 
a little 

remaining
onomiyaki

INGREDIENTS

(for five people, 25 balls of 
a 3-centimeter diameter)
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Takoyaki
(A recipe by Asahi)

View Video!



STRIPES JAPAN

�

APRIL 17 − APRIL 23, 2026

Tumultuous takoyaki
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