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A MEMORABLE MILITARY CAREER 

My first assignment out of Officer Candidate 
School was to a 378 foot Coast Guard Cutter 
– Mellon, based out of Seattle, Washington. 
Mellon primarily patrolled the waters off 

Alaska for Fishery Patrols and 
enforced other laws of the 
ocean. Mellon was one of the 
first integrated ships, and at 
that time, the US Navy did 
not allow women to serve on 
their ships. I completed two 
years on the Mellon serving 
as Deck Watch Officer and 
Communications Officer. 
After that tour, I was assigned 
to the 13th District Office in 
Seattle, where I worked with 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
and Boating Standards. 
From there, I was assigned 
to Galveston, TX, as the 
Base Executive Officer 
(XO). This really started my 
career direction working in 
Operations Ashore. 
While I never went 
back to sea, I served 
in positions where 
the Coast Guard 
Cutters worked for 
me.

I always said I would 
stay in the Coast 

Guard as long as I 
like it. I served 25 years and 
then did retire. I loved my time 
as an Officer in the USCG!

REPRESENTING 
FEMALE SERVICE 
MEMBERS 
I loved representing all 
Women Officers in the military 
for the Women in Military 
Service to America Memorial. 
I still feel very honored that 
I was chosen for this. I was 
able to provide the Coast 
Guard Academy chorus and 
band to play at it, and I feel 
that the Coast Guard was well 

represented.

As Gender 
Policy Advisor, I 
participated in the 
Nato Conference on 
Women in Brussels, 
Belgium. That was an 
awesome experience.
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