STARSW.#STRIPES /

YEARS

‘/// |><|\\\’

1945 2025 ||
!

STARS & STRIPES.

Welcome
_ theEﬂlelC?

/444444444
y

4 .
o aCa : =
— TAEINEN ol
4 e L]
: i |
| —
| e i
-
..... 3
= i
o
i =T : -
"
]
i - :
.....
e = R, D
— = 3 T
1 ally
i
5
i &
] -
.
o
- —
RIS 4
e ’_.is i o i
= i
-
] L]
Py
.
-
s 4

Stars and Stripes Community Publication



S R g e

The New Sanno Hotel,
situated in the heart of one of
the world's most dynamic cities,
offers 149 luxurious rooms,
and superb dining options,
in a helpful, English-speaking
environment.

We offer numerous private
meeting and function rooms for
your business or social needs.

We look forward to
serving you the next time
you are in Tokyo.

" THE NEW SANNO

U.S. Naval Joint Services Activity

Stay Connected
www.thenewsanno.com
229-8001, 03-6868-2311
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
from Outside Japan 81-3-6868-2311
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OUR CAVALRY COMES WITH A 10% DISCOUNT.

The special offer by BMW Military Sales is exclusively for US service personnel stationed in Korea.Open to all active-duty military personnel,
DoD Civillian ID Card holders and DoD contractors on temporary (TDY) or permanent (PCS) orders abroad at the time of purchase.

109% off MSRP on BMW 102 off MSRP on
and BMW M Models: MINI Models:

# Applicable on US spec only.
#* Discount rate is subject to change without notice.
% For more details and KR spec purchasing, please contact us

BMW Yongsan Showroom BMW Pyeongtaek Showroom
© Hangang Middle School
= Please contact BMW Yongsan or Pyeongtaek
Gate #8 o ’ BMW LG Best Shop :
(Blackhawk Vilage) & Yohgsan . Showroom for more special offers.
; Walk Thru Gate
South Post o Seobinggo Compound (Camp Humphreys) ® Howard Hotel o SOl
L]
o}
3 . . BMW
o Seobinggo %& Drive Thru  Paengseong Pyeongtaek TE L. 1 577_2696
Gate #13 Station % Gate Children’s Park
° © M
« Tonardslchon Staton Website www.bmwdsskorea.com
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Contents provided by MSC Curises Japan

MSC BELLISSIMA
JAPAN DEPARTING CRUISES
2025-2026

FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT YOUR CLOSEST TRAVEL AGENCY

Japan from north to south,
as well as nearby Taiwan

and South Korea. In 2023,

MSC introduced the
Okinawa winter season,

offering a warm escape to

Okinawa during the colder
months with convenient

departures from Naha.

MODERN
LUXURY
CRUISE

MSCcruises began its journey
in Japan in 2018 with MSC
Splendida, marking the start
of a new cruising era. From
2018 to 2019, the ship made

"= DISCOVER msc Yacht

Club, our exclusive “ship
within a ship,” designed for
ultimate privacy and
luxury. Located at the front
| of the ship, this private
retreat offers stunning
views,  24-hour  butler
service, exclusive facilities,
and an elevated cruise
experience with elegance
and sophistication.

waves, but the arrival of MSC Wit [ e Built in 2019, MSC Bellissima features 2,217 cabins and
Bellissima in 2022 opened an e accommodates up to 5,686 guests. Onboard, there’s
exciting new chapter with e 3 " ; something for everyone, from relaxation in the Aurea Spa,

cruises departing from Japan. to world-class entertainment in the London Theatre and a

These cruises are tailored for
the Japanese market, offering
guests the chance to explore

spacious kids’ area. With amazing excursions to Japan,
Taiwan, and South Korea, MSC Bellissima offers the
perfect mix of adventure and relaxation.




For A Greater

Beauty

Founded in 1970 by Gianluigi Aponte and headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, the MSC Group remains
privately owned by the Aponte family. With over 200,000 employees in 155 countries, its cruise division
operates two brands: MSC Cruises, with 23 modern ships and three more launching by 2028, and Explora
Journeys, a luxury brand with two ships sailing and four more on the way.

MSC Cruises stands out for its global reach, Mediterranean elegance, and ability to adapt to local tastes.
Guests enjoy premium accommodations, gourmet dining, world-class entertainment, and family-friendly
experiences, all complemented by diverse itineraries to the world’s most beloved destinations.
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Cover photo:

Chris Chandler took this beautiful photo of Seoul’s skyline in June
2024 from a trail on Inwangsan Mountain. At the time, Chandler was
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Welcome
thePacific
Stars and Stripes is
your guide in the Pacific

Moving to a new home or to a new city can be stressful. Moving overseas,
however, adds new layers of stress, anxiety and excitement no amount of
advanced preparation can keep at bay.

You're not alone! Stars and Stripes is here to guide you through this new
chapter in your career and life as you navigate a new duty station and new
country.

We know you have questions, but rest assured, Stars and Stripes is with
you all the way. This magazine is the start of a beautiful journey together.

In the following pages you'll learn everything from buying a car and
getting a cellphone, to local customs and even how to get around on public
transportation. We promise to answer most of your questions.

And when you’re done, don’t forget to pick up a copy of Stars and Stripes
Korea on base or visit us online at korea.stripes.com! Writer Hyemin Lee
(learn more about her on Page 8) will keep you updated on fun activities,
delicious restaurants and information you need to know so you'll be out and
about in no time.

Our goal as your guide is to make sure you always have all the information
you need and to support you throughout your time here. Without you, there
is no Stars and Stripes.

We also want to hear from you! You'll notice that throughout this
magazine and on the cover are photos from readers like you. We share this
space and all our community publications with our audience. Have a story to
tell or a photo you want to submit for an edition of our newspaper or a future
cover of Welcome to the Pacific? Let us know!

We're in this together and we can’t wait to share this beautiful country
with you! Follow us on Facebook (Pacific Stars and Stripes), X (Twitter)
(@StripesPacific) and Instagram (@Starsandstripespacific) as we continue
to bring you the latest information and resources you don’t want to miss.

Thank you for being a valued reader, and as they say here in Korea:
“O{M LA A" (Welcome!)

Denisse Rauda
Publishing and Media Design Editor
Stars and Stripes

Background photo:
Candace Williams took this
fantastic shot while visiting Busan.

a DODEA educator on Camp Zama, Japan, and was vacationing in
Korea. He is now teaching on Ramstein Air Base in Germany.
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KILAUEA MILITARY CAMP

Discover Adventure at Kilauea Military Camp!

Escape to rustic charm at our historic military camp oasis on the Big Island of Hawai "i. Unwind
in cozy lodgings, savor delicious dining at our Café, and explore our beloved Hawai i Volcanoes
National Park.

Your Adventure Awaits:

¢ Cozy Cabins & Lodging e Tour Hawai i Island

¢ Delicious Dining e Plan your Wedding or other event
¢ Hike Crater Rim Trails ¢ Relax at our Bar and Grill

o Play: Bowl, Pickle Ball and more e On-Site General Store

& LOCATED IN THE HEART OF HAWA! | VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK!

IS

PAGE: KMCHAWAII
. kmevolcano 'j'-"i' u' | 3% 9
Prowdly Serving Thoese Who Serve Sinee 1916 f GROUP: hellokilauea @ i W -

FAMILY & MOBRALE = WELFARE # RECHEATIOMN

ISLAND OF HAWAI " |

SERENITY

Reservations:

BOOK ONLINE:
www.kilaueamilitarycamp.com

Phone:
+1 (808)-967-8333

Address:

P.O. Box 48

99-252 Crater Rim Drive
Hawai i National Park, HI 96718

Email:
usarmy.kmc-reservations@mail.mil
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i folks, I'm Hyemin
(pronounced  heh-
min), your personal

tour guide during your time
in Korea. As a local, I'm very
excited to get a chance to
show you how wonderful my
country is!

Before we begin, let me tell
you a little about myself. I am
passionate about exploring
the world and creating inter-
esting projects. My curiosity
about the world has led me to
some interesting places and
given me opportunities to
work with various organiza-
tions. I've lived in the deserts
of the Middle East and jun-
gles of South America, where I
taught tribal children. Before
joining Stars and Stripes in
2022, I spent the previous
10 years creating content,
hosting cultural exchanges,
playing percussion, teaching,
writing and helping commu-
nities. My mission is always
the same in any field I work
in: exploring, sharing, and
connecting with people.

Until the age of 18, Thad nev-
er left South Korea, nor had I
learned to speak English. But
I was curious about the world,
so after high school I decided
to take a journey to explore
outside my home country.
I'll be honest, surviving alone

80 years in the Pacific

as a young woman abroad
wasn’t easy. However, my se-
cret weapon was my culture.
No matter where I traveled,
I knew I could make friends
by sharing my culture, my
knowledge of Korean his-
tory, food and instruments.
I learned that when we share
and understand each other’s
culture, we can be connected,
no matter where we are from
and what language we speak.

In the past, I've hosted
cultural exchange events be-
tween Koreans and foreign-
ers. Through these events, I
made friends with many U.S.
service members. We shared
stories, and I learned about
their loved ones who served
in the Korean War. From me,
they learned about Korea and
fell in love with their tempo-
rary home.

These experiences were
touching and made me think
about the meaning of the
alliance between our coun-
tries. As a result, I was in-
spired to work for the U.S.
forces in Korea and felt
eager to contribute to the
military community here.
All of this has brought me
to Stars and Stripes to help
you have an amazing adven-
ture during your time on the
Peninsula!

If this is your first time in
Korea, there are plenty of
reasons to be excited to be
here. First, Korea has thou-
sands of years of history, so
it has its own culture, lan-
guage and characteristics. As
an American, you'll find a lot
of interesting and new ex-
periences. Second, because
Korea is a small country, it’s
very easy to explore and has
many unique destinations
you won't find anywhere else.
Third, Korea has four seasons,
and every three months you’ll
see new colors and beauty all
around you, as well as differ-
ent seasonal festivals.

Don’t miss the flowers in the
spring, beaches in the sum-
mer, mountains covered in
colorful leaves in the fall and
snow in the winter. Seriously,
you’ll have no time to sit at
home during your stay in
Korea!

Moving to a foreign country
can be scary, but don’t worry
because I know what that’s
like and am here to help. I
want you to create plenty of
great memories to last a life-
time while you’re here.

Are you ready to fall in love
with Korea? Then, let’s begin
the journey together!

-Hyemin Lee
lee.hyemin@stripes.com

Marine paradise
Busan

Ecological City
Suncheon
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Dongdaemun
Market

Namdaemun
Market

[Seasonaljtravellguide

Summer
activities

Spring
destinations

Top holiday
illuminations

Tips on making
Korean friends

Dating culture &
love holidays

Age culture
in Korea

Experiencing
fortune telling

More stories at korea.stripes.com
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‘88 Find Your Next Mission:
UNA A Life Well-Lived in the Philippines

APARTMENTS

: After years of dedicated service, it’s time to invest in a future that rewards you with
AT comfort, security, and opportunity. The Philippines offers an ideal destination for
retirement or investment—where affordability meets sustainable luxury,
and nature blends seamlessly with modern living.

WHY CHOOSE THE PHILIPPINES?

v Affordable Luxury - Own a premium home for a fraction of the cost compared to other
global cities.

v Smart Investment - Benefit from strong real estate appreciation and rental income
opportunities.

v More for Your Money — Maximize your pension with favorable exchange rates and a lower
cost of living.

v Warm Climate, Warmer People - Enjoy year-round sunshine and the renowned hospitality
of the Filipino community.

v Seamless Transition — English is widely spoken, ensuring effortless communication and
integration.

v Endless Leisure - From golf and diving to vibrant cityscapes and serene beaches, your next
adventure is always within reach.

v A Second Chapter - Explore new career opportunities in real estate, business, or
consultancy while living in a dynamic environment.

DISCOVER YOUR SANCTUARY

Lucima, Cebu - A sustainable luxury residence designed for wellness and green living, setin the
heart of avibrant coastal city.

Una Apartments, Laguna - ARTHALAND’s newest masterpiece offering a living experience that
is ONE STEP ABOVE with its host of sustainable and wellness features, exceptional quality, and
superior design.

Your next chapter starts here. Secure your legacy with an investmentthat stands the test of time.

RESERVE YOUR UNIT NOW!
CHARMAINE SAN PEDRO Q ARTHALAND

cdavid@partners.arthaland.com | +639201107971 (WhatsApp/Viber)

LUCIMA: DHSUD LS-R07-21-061 Cardinal Rosales Ave. cor. Samar Loop, Cebu Business Park, Cebu City | Date Issued: 05 July 2021 | Completion Date: 30 September 2024 | Project Owner and Developer: Bhavana Properties, Inc.
UNA APARTMENTS: DHSUD LTS No. 0001681 (Tower 2) | Sevina Park Apartments Midscale 1| Location: Brgy. Bifan, Laguna | Date Issued: 24 November 2023 | Completion Date: December 2028 | Project Owner and Developer: Cazneau Inc.




unaccompanied, or sta-

tioned with your family
in Korea, it can take a few months
to get comfortable in your new sur-
roundings. Korea has many excit-
ing activities, a rich cultural history
and delicious food to sample, but
where do you begin?

The ROK Cultural Immersion
Program by the ROK-US
Combined Forces Command
(CFC) allows you to learn more
about the country through travel,
culture and cuisine
with the help of ex-
perienced guides
and in a group set-
ting. The program
started in 2020
and is open to U.S.
service members,
UNC troops, GS
employees  and
their families sta-
tioned in Korea.
This program is sponsored by the
Korean government as part of the
ROK-U.S. Alliance Strengthening
Project. All expenses, including
transportation, hotels, meals, and
activities, are 100 percent free for
eligible participants.

The distinctive feature of this
program is that it’s specifically de-
signed for the U.S. military com-
munity and UNC troops! So before

Key information

1gn up, it's crucial to un%
stand its purpose.

This program is not just about
leisure or entertainment. It’s also
focused on providing a compre-
hensive understanding of Korean
history, culture and also security
with a military perspective. While
exploring some famous destina-
tions, you'll have a great oppor-
tunity to learn why you are serv-
ing in South Korea and how your
service contributes to the national
security of this country. It can be a
motivating and
educational ex-
perience. If you
are with family,
it can be even
~ more enlight-
ening for your
kids,  helping
them  under-
stand the rela-
tionship with an
allied nation and
the role of U.S. and UNC troops in
Korea.

Also, the knowledgeable Korean
guides on this tour provide de-
tailed  explanations,

regarding the destina- I\Ii.re ab:ut
tions or anything else program
about Korea.

-Hyemin Lee

Sponsored by the Korean government as part of the ROK-U.S.
Alliance Strengthening Project, all expenses, including transporta-
tion, hotels, meals and activities, are fully covered for eligible partic-
ipants. The program is conducted with the official approval of U.S.
Forces Korea and recruitment of participants is overseen by USFK.
M PARTICIPANTS: Must be U.S. troops, UNC troops, GS employees

working in Korea and their dependent family members.

B DURATION: 2 nights, 3 days (Tuesday to Thursday).

I SESSIONS: 10 sessions per year (6 sessions in April-May, 2 sessions
in October, and two Jeju Island sessions in September).

1 LOCATIONS: Seoul-DMZ, East Coast-Seorak Mountain, Jeonju-

Yeosu, Gyeongju-Busan (two different trips), and Jeju Island.

I CONTACT: As spots are limited, contact your leadership or inquire
via email at:
indopacom.humphreys.usfk.list.usfk-cultural-immersion-program@army.mil
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to active-duty service members, veterans, government civilians,

contractors and their families. Our award-winning journalists re-
port from around the world on topics that matter most to our audience.
Through our many print and digital products, you'll always have access to
valuable content in the format you prefer.

T he mission of Stars and Stripes is to provide news and information

DIGITALACCESS

Stars and Stripes Digital Access subscribers enjoy unlimited access to

Stripes.com as well as our tablet and mobile apps. Updated 24/7, you can

count on Stars and Stripes for coverage on everything impacting the military
community at home and abroad. Subscribe today at stripes.com/digital.

Sign up to receive our free newsletters which include Daily Headlines,
Weekly Update, Opinion, Veteran News, Military History, Health and
Fitness, DODEA and communities in Europe and the Pacific. Sign up
for one or all and get Stars and Stripes delivered straight to your inbox at
stripes.com/newsletters

Our community sites serving Guam, mainland Japan, Okinawa and
Korea help you navigate life in the Pacific with tips, reviews, experiences,
and other useful information.

Living here presents many opportunities to experience the diverse
Pacific region. Stars and Stripes provides a variety of information regard-
ing travel, culture, local news and more to help you make the most of
your tour. Our community publications are distributed in Guam, Japan,
Okinawa and Korea.

Look for our bright blue Stars and Stripes boxes are more than 800 lo-
cations across the Pacific to pick up your free copy or download the digital
version on Stripes.com.

If you have a story idea, review or suggestion, we’'d love to hear it! We
accept reader submissions, which may be used in our special print publica-
tions or our community websites.

VISIT OUR COMMUNITY SITES
japan.stripes.com  korea.stripes.com
okinawa.stripes.com guam.stripes.com

SOCIALMEDIA
Stay connected with Stars and Stripes on your favorite social media plat-

forms. You can find us on:

ﬂ Stars and Stripes n @StarsStripes / @StripesPMD
Pacific Stars and Stripes

@thestarsandstripes

@ @starsandstripespacific
@StarsandStripes
@StripesPacific -

I @ l @StarsandStripesPacific
@thestarsandstripes




Contents provided by Navy Lodge Yokosuka

Your Home
Away From Home

Navy
e Lodge
Anderson, Atsugi, Chinhae, Diego

Garcia, Guam, Misawa, Okinawa,
Sasebo, Singapore, and Yokosuka

Sasebo and Yokosuka

Award-winning hospitality for
military, their families, and retirees
in the Western Pacific Area!

Whether you’re on PCS, TDY, or relaxing on vacation, « Complimentary Wi-Fi & parking
our professional staff is proud to serve you. Enjoy  Pet-friendly

premiere guest service and excellent accommodations « Eco-friendly premium bath

for the best value! Make reservations at our convenient amenities & Harbor Home® towels
Navy Gateway Inns & Suites and Navy Lodge locations « Kids’ play area at most locations
in Anderson, Atsugi, Chinhae, Diego Garcia, Guam, « Laundry services

Misawa, Okinawa, Sasebo, and Yoksouka.

/NEXCOM HOSPITALITY GROUP

BOOK NOW! 1-833-644-7378 | myNavyExchange.com/nhg
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istorically, Korea’s geographic loca-
tion has made it susceptible to invasion.
espite enduring over 900 invasions,

Korea still retains its rich identity, culture and
traditions

As you spend more time here and get to know §&
more about the country, you’ll discover many inter- &
esting things regarding Korean behavior, culture, '8

and customs of the past that still influence Korea’s
present. In addition, one cannot ignore the U.S.-
Korea relationship and its influence when discuss-
ing Korean modern history.

Three Kingdoms Period and Goryeo Dynasty
(B.C.37t01392)

In ancient times, Goguryeo, Silla, and Baekje
kingdoms governed their territories and occasion-
ally fought each other (Three Kingdom Period
B.C. 37 to 668). At one point, Silla temporar-
ily unified the three kingdoms (Unified Silla 668-
935), but eventually, King Taejo Wang-geon would
reunify them under the Goryeo Dynasty (918-
1392). Throughout this period Korea remained a
Buddhism-centric country.

Hunting Scene - Goguryeo Tomb Murals.

Joseon Dynasty (1392-1897)

In 1392, Goryeo would fall and Joseon Dynasty
would rise with Yi Seong-gye, a former Goryeo
military commander, at the helm. Teachings and
moral standards of Confucianism, including loy-
alty to the king, social orders and more, would
replace Buddhist ideologies. Much of today’s tra-
ditional Korean culture is still influenced by the
Joseon Dynasty. Korea’s Hangul alphabet would
also be invented by King Sejong during this dy-
nasty in the 15th century.

i g - b
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Scene of the Dano Festival by Shin Yun Bok. 7

80 years in the Pacific

Empire of Korea
(1897-1910)

In the late 19th centu-
| 1y, threatened by foreign
powers, Joseon would

be renamed “Empire of
i Korea” by King Gojong
{ to strengthen national in-
dependence. This would
prove fruitless after
Japan defeated Russia in
the Russo-Japanese War
(1904-1905) and soon
annex the Empire there-

Gojong of the Korean after in 1910.

Empire by Chae Yong Sin.
Colonial Period (1910-1945)

Under the Japanese Government-General of
Korea, Koreans would be brutally exploited and
oppressed by Japan. The occupation would last 35
years and end with Japan’s surrender to the Allies at
the end of World War Il on Aug. 15, 1945.

Seoul during Japanese occupation.
Photo courtesy of Mainichi Newspapers Company.

American Military Government (1945-1948)

Immediately after liberation, Korea was divided
into two countries. The U.S. military forces took
over Yongsan Garrison and governed South Korea.

Republic of Korea (1948-present)
UN-sponsored elections were held May 8, 1948,
and the Republic of Korea was established Aug.
15, 1948. On Sept. 9, 1948, North Korea estab-
lished the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

Korean War (1950-1953)
War broke out on June 25, 1950, when North
Korea, supported by China and Russia, invaded the

south. UN Forces, under Gen. MacArthur’s lead,
would regain many of the regions taken by the
north and save South Korea.

On July 27, 1953, fighting ended with the signing
of the Korean Armistice Agreement. The armistice
established the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ)
to separate the two Koreas. Since no peace treaty
was ever signed, both countries are technically still
at war, and both maintain conscription for citizens.

In October 1953, South Korean and U.S. offi-
cials would sign the Mutual Defense Treaty to pro-
tect the Peninsula and provide military aid. Seventy
years later, the commitment continues with about
28,500 U.S. military personnel stationed in South
Korea.

Photo from NARA

Miracle on the Han River
After the signing of the armistice, South Korea
found itself in a precarious situation as one of the
poorest countries in the world. Relying on the U.S.
for support, Koreans never gave up on overcom-
ing the hardship and reviving their country. The
country turned towards its agricultural production,
exportation and industrialization for aggressive
growth in the 1970s. Soon, the South Korean steel,
automobile and ship industries were in demand.
The economic growth is often referred to as the

“Miracle on the Han River.”
-Hyemin Lee
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The land of modern convenience

Koreans love making life more convenient and efficient. This trait is rooted in their
work culture during the rapid economic growth post-Korean War. This has cultivated
a strong work ethic, driving the development of high-quality services and advanced
technology across the country. From high-speed internet and ubiquitous Wi-Fi net-
works to efficient transportation systems and speedy delivery services, Korea of-
fers an abundance of modern conveniences. Moreover, many businesses operate 24
hours, particularly in Seoul, giving the impression that the city never sleeps.

Safety and privacy

South Korea is known as one of the safest countries with a low crime rate. Instances
of theft and robbery are uncommon. Even if you leave your belongings unattended
outside for hours, they will likely remain untouched as most people respect others’
property. Also, walking around at night, especially with friends, feels quite safe.
However, keep in mind, there are cameras all over Korea. Most drivers install a dash-
cam in their cars, and you’ll find CCTV cameras in buildings and on streets. This may
differ from the American perspective on privacy matters.

Affectionate expressions

Koreans often openly express affection towards their friends, which may be mis-
interpreted by Westerners as indicative of a romantic relationship. However, these
actions merely reflect friendship or closeness. For example, Korean women com-
monly hold hands or walk arm in arm with their friends (known as Paljjang-Z &),
Similarly, young men often casually place their arms around each other’s shoulders
as a sign of camaraderie.

Korean names

Korean names typically consist of three syllables with the family name placed
first and followed by the given name. The family name is inherited patrilineally, and
women don’t change their last name upon marriage.

The most common last names in Korea are Kim (Gim), Lee (Yi), and Park (Bak).
Notably, over 21 percent of the population has Kim as their last name and Lee fol-
lows at 14 percent. Many preferred last names are associated with nobility or royalty.
Despite sharing the same last name, not everyone is related as the last name is dif-
ferentiated with family clans.

Honorific titles

In Korea, honorific titles are more commonly used than names, especially when
addressing those who are older or in higher positions. Ages can be used to determine
social hierarchy, role and appropriate titles. While speaking English, these rules are
typically not expected, but in Korean, it’s important to know how to use honorifics.
Korean age system

When Koreans discuss their age, they likely refer to their Korean age, which is one
or two years older than what you’re accustomed to. Though the official records adopt
only international standards since 2023, many Koreans still use the traditional age
system. In this system, everyone is considered one year old at birth and gains a year
on New Year’s Day, regardless of their actual birthday. For example, a baby born on
Dec. 31 would be considered two years old the next day.

Religion in the ROK

The constitution of South Korea guarantees freedom of religion. Public displays
of religion are very common, not only in churches or temples, but also at subway
stations or on the street.

While a majority of the population doesn’t affiliate with any religion, around 20 %
identify as Protestant Christian, 17% as Buddhist, and 6% as Catholic. Christianity,
though not traditional, is considered the major religion with numerous Protestant
churches scattered across the country.

Historically, Buddhism was the national religion for over a thousand years, fol-
lowed by Confucianism during the Joseon Dynasty. Today, Buddhism, Confucianism
and native Shamanism still influence the minds and culture of Koreans.

-Hyemin Lee

Culture

Korean holidays 2025-26

*Seollal, Chuseok and Buddha’s Birthday change dates every year as they are based on the Lunar Calendar.

NET(M New Years’ Day
1 As in other countries,
the first day of the New

Year is celebrated. Many Kore-
ans visit the coast or the moun-
tains to watch the first sunrise of
the year.
Seollal (2026)
Feb Lunar New Year’s Day
16-18 (Seollal) is one of the
most important tradi-
tional holidays of the year; the
holiday is much more significant
than January 1. Most businesses
are closed, and people take sev-
eral days off from work to visit
their hometown to be with their
family. On the day of Seollal,
everyone gets up early, puts on
their best clothes, and bows to
their elders as a reaffirmation of
family ties. Feasts are held with
specially prepared food such as
tteokguk (rice cake soup) and
mandu guk (dumpling soup).
Korean families enjoy spending
time together by playing tradi-
tional games such as yutnori (tra-
ditional Korean board games),
flying kites, or spinning tops.

Independence
Movement Day
This day commemo-

rates the Declaration of Inde-
pendence proclaimed on March
1, 1919, while under Japanese
colonization.
May Children’s Day
T This day celebrates
children and their par-
ents’ hopes for them to grow
healthy and become good citi-
zens. On this day, parents take
their little ones to children’s
parks, amusement parks, zoos,
or to the cinema for a full day of
fun and games.

[VEW Buddha’s Birthday
5 Falling on the eighth
day of the fourth lunar

month, elaborate and solemn
rituals are held at many Buddhist
temples across the country and
lanterns are hung along streets
leading to the temples.

AT Memorial Day
6 Memorial Day serves to
honor the soldiers and

civilians who have given their lives
for their country. While memorial
services are held nationwide, the
largest ceremony takes place at
the National Cemetery in Seoul.

Liberation Day
This day commemo-
rates Japan’s accep-

tance of the Allies’ terms of sur-
render in 1945 and the following
liberation of Korea.

o Chuseok
Chuseok is one of the

5'7 year’s most important

traditional holidays. It

is celebrated on the 15th day of
the eighth lunar month. Chuseok
is often referred to as Korean
Thanksgiving Day. It's a celebra-
tion of another successful har-
vest year. Family members come
from all over the country for me-
morial rituals, called charye, at
the graves of their ancestors.

National Foundation Day
This day commemorates
the founding of the Ko-

rean nation by the legendary god-
king Dangun. Asimple ceremony is
held at several regions throughout
Korea, namely at Chamseongdan
Altar on top of Manisan Mountain
on Ganghwado Island; Dangun-
jeon Shrine in Gokseong, Tae-
baeksan Mountain, and Jeungpy-
eong, and at Dangunseongjeon
Shrine in Seoul.

Hangul Day
Hangul Day is a com-
memoration held to re-

member the creation of Hangul, the
country’s native alphabet as pro-
claimed by the publication of Hun-
minjeongeum on this day in 1446.

Christmas
Christmas is observed
as a national holiday in

Korea as in many other coun-
tries. To celebrate the festive
season, Christmas trees and
lights can be seen all over Korea.

— Korea Tourism Organization
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Speakin’ Korean

H angul (¥'2) is the Korean alphabet created by King

Sejong the Great with assistance from his scholars in

1443. Tt consists of 24 letters, including 14 consonants
and 10 vowels. Mastering Hangul is very easy and takes a short
time. Following the lesson on this page can help you open the door
to reading and writing Korean words and phrases!

Step 1. Let’s learn 2 basic letters of the Korean alphabet

Most Korean letters can be pronounced in Romanization, mak-
ing learning Hangul easy. However, a few English letters—F, R, V,
and Z—have no direct equivalents in Korean pronunciation. These
letters adopt similar Romanized sounds as follows: F=Z(p) / R=

2() /V=E(b) /Z=%().

14 Consonants 10 Vowels
= v = = = 5 k ] 3

gk ' n t/d ' Ur ' m || a(ah) ya(yah)eo(uh): yeo(yuh)

= N o = = L w T i
p/b s Silentig: chfj : ch || oloh): yo  oo(u) yoo(yu)
3 E 3 & = |

k t p h eu ' eei)

Let’s practice composing a Korean word

Each Korean syllable is formed by combining consonants and
vowels. Consonants can come in both the initial and final positions.
Particularly, the consonant “©” is silent when in the initial posi-
tion, but when placed in the final position, it is pronounced as “ng.”

Consonant + Vowel Example
H+ | =H} b+a=ba H}t}: Bada (Sea/ocean)
a+ | =9| g+i=gi 7|} Gicha (Train)
o+m=8 (silent) + yoo =yoo <-9: 0oyoo (Milk)
Consonant + Vowel + Consonant Example
2+ }+o=2 A}2t: sarang (Love)

r+a+ng=rang

L+}+o=i n+a+ms=nam Lt2}: Namja (Man)

Step 2. Mastering of 40 letters

5 Double Consonants 4 Complex Vowels
Tt HE R R H R 1 8]
kk/gg ' tt/dd  pp/bb' ss ' tchfjj ae 'yae(ye)' e(eh) 'ye(yeh)
7 Compound Vowels
1} 1 1] T -l il -
wa | wae | oe ' weo we wi eui

Let’s practice reading Hangul!
+Of|t 2 : Yeppeoyo (It’s pretty)
« 2H#0LR : Gwaen-chanayo (It’s fine)
« 272431 Q: Kkamkkam-haeyo (It’s dark)
« 2ff O3M0{?: Wae geuraesseo? (Why did you do that?)
-Hyemin Lee
Welcome to the Pacific 2025-26

s it hard for you to speak Korean? Everyone knows learning Korean will
I benefit their lives in many ways when living in Korea. However, the lan-
guage is structured differently than English, so there are many new things

to learn. Knowing where to start may be difficult, but I have you covered!
Here are some of the most basic and useful Korean phrases that can be used
in many situations. I promise you’ll be able to start communicating with Kore-

ans after you study these lessons! Take a deep breath, and let’s start!

Basic greetings and general speaking

These are the most basic and important phrases to learn to make conversation
with Koreans.
» Using “yo” at the end of sentence makes a sentence formal.

Greetings |
Hi /[ Hello

Annyeong-haseyo (2H'&3HA|2)
Annyeong (2Hd)

Bye
Ar¥1yeonghee gah-seh-yo (2H'd5] 7tMIR)
*When you’re staying and the other’s leaving
Annyeonghee geh-seh-yo (2Hd35| HlMIR)
*When you're leaving and the other’s staying
Annyeong (o)
Jal-ga (&7}

Nice to meet you
Manna-seo ban-gap-seum-nida (EFLEA EHZE&LICH
G Manna-seo ban-gawo-yo (BFLEA] BH712I Q)
Manna-seo bangawo (2HLFA] BF7FL])

General speaking

Nice to meet you / Please look after me
Jal butak-deu-rim-nida (EH2 EFE2ILICH
G Jal butak-haeyo (2 2EHHR)

Jal butak-hae (& S E}5H)

How are you?

(Only to someone you already know)
Jal ji-nae-syeo-sseo-yo? (& X|LHA10{27?)
G Jal ji-nae-sseo-yo? (B X|5#0{27)

Jal ji-nae-sseo? (& X|xf04?)

Did you have a meal?
(Same as “How are you?”)
Siksa ha-syeo-sseo-yo? (At 5H410127)
@EIIEE® Bap meo-geo-sseo-yo? (g H0{27?)
Bap meo-geo-sseo? (&f H104?)

Hi!
Have a good day Write Korean below
Joeun haru bonae-seyo (E2 5tF ELHAMR

=2 3=

Joeun haru bonae (22 5tF ZLH)

Congratulations
Chukha-haeyo (F3tsHR)
Chukha-hae (5 3t3t)

Thank you
Gamsa-hamnida (ZH AtELICH)
EIET® Goma-woyo (L0

Goma-wo (TL0F)

Sorry
Joesong-hamnida (X|&&LCH
@I Mian-haeyo (01951 R)
Mian-hae (O]2t5H)



Excuse me 0Ok

@I Silleh-hamnida (&2 gfLICH Geu-rae-yo (1212)
Jamsi-manyo (F A|2tQ) Joa-yo (E0t2)
Jam-kkan-man (&f7+2h Al-get-seum-nida

FORMAL

(gZ&Lch
Yes Geu-rae (2H)
@I Neh (4l) Joa (Z0t)
Ye (o)) Ara-sseo (& 01)
Eung (S)
Right / Correct
No Majayo (¥ 0}t2)

Anim-nida (OHlLICH
Ani-yo (O}L2)

Maija (%of)

Ani (OFL) mfine [ No problem
Gwaen-chana-yo
(BFotR)

Gwaen-chana (Z4Z&to})

Introducing yourself

B U.S.A.: Migook
® American: Migook-saram (O|=AH2) / Migook-in (O]= 1)
mU.S. military / troop (any branches): Migoon (O|)

’m Ameriean.

Write Korean below

Let’s learn 5 steps to
introduce yourself
when you first meet
someone!

1. Hi/ Hello
@D Annyeong-haseyo (PHAEHAMIR)

(T Annyeong (2Hs)

2. My name is (your name)
Je ireum-eun [John] imnida

(M olg& E¢uch

Nae ireum-eun [John]-iya (L} O|&& Z0]of)

See more
Speakin’ Korean )

3. ’'m (your name, position, identitygﬁ\
Jeo-neun [migook-in] imnida Ty
(Me oIS eldLich)

Na-neun [migook-in] iya (LH= O|=210]|of)
(migook-in: American)

4. ’'m from (your country, city)
Jeo-neun [New York]-eh-seo wasseo-yo
(ME F2olM goi)

Na-neun [New York]-eh-seo wasseo
(Lhs 7=ollM 2tod)

5. Nice to meet you
Manna-seo ban-gap-seum-nida
(BHLEM BHZFELICH
Manna-seo bangawo-yo
(BHLEM BH7tRIR

Manna-seo bangawo

(BHLEA BF7HSY)

lllustrations by Hyemin Lee

Culture

PLACE (Z2)

House/Home ----------- Jip (8
Hospital ——— Byeongwon ()
Restaurant----- Sikdang (&%)
School----------- Hakgyo (&)
Mart------m-n-mmmn- Ma-teu (OLE)

Convenience store ------------—-

Pyeon-ui-jeom (H2|H)
Airport------- Gonghang (2%)
Workplace ------- Jikjang (X&)

RELATIONSHIP (2HA))
Family ------------ Gajok (7I%)
Friend ---------- Chingu (¥132)
Lover/Partner-——- Yeonin (H2l)
Colleague -----------=m--m--m--m-

Jikjang-dongryo (2% £8)
Boss ----------- Sangsa (&4l
OCCUPATION (Z/€d)
Teacher

Seon-saeng-nim (M4'd)
Student ----- Hak-saeng (&)
Guide------ Ga-ee-deu (7I0|E)
Military troop -----—- Gun-in (2£2l)

KOREA-RELATED
Korea ----------- Han-guk (£t3)
Republic of Korea --------—-----
Daehanminguk (CHSH2I=Y)
Korean
Hanguk saram(2=AF2h) /
Hanguk-in (81=321)
Korean language--------------
Hanguk-eo (2H20{)

U.S.A.-RELATED
U.S. A ——meeeemeeem Mi-guk (0]=2)
American -------- Miguk saram
(D13 A2 / Miguk-in (O] =221)
English —-—----- Yeong-eo (Z01)
U.S. military ----- Migun (0|2)
U.S. military base-------------
Migun budae (0] £.CH)

DATE RELATED
Day---------- Yoil(22) / Nal (&)
Date ()
Week -----mmmmmmmmmeeeeeee Ju (F
Month —----—eeemeeeme- Dal (&)
Today ---—-----mmmm- Oneul (2E)
Yesterday ---------—- Eoje (01H)
TOMOrrow ---------- Naeil (LHY)
This month--------------mmermo--
Ibeon dal (O]tH &
Last month----------------mmme--
Jinan dal (Xt )
Next month -----------=-=ommme-

Daeum dal (C}S &)

UOCABULARY

NUMBERS (< X})
One——-----——-- Hana (s}Lt)
TWO --mmmmmmmmm e Dul ()
Three ----mmmmeeeeeeemeeeeee Set (M)
Four -------mmmmmmmemeeee Net (1)
Five-------mmmmeev Da-seot (CI41)
SiX - Yeo-seot (0{4])
Seven--------mmn-emeen ligop (¥ =)
Eight ------mmmmmmm Yeodeol (0{5)
Nine ------------------ Ahop (O}F)
Ten Yul (B)
PRONOUNS

Na-neun(Lt=)/
Jeo-neun (X ) *formal

My
Na-ui(L+2])Jeo-ui (X12]) *formal
Me

Na-reul(LIE)/
Jeo-reul (X €) *formal

He -----n-mmemmm- Geu-neun (1)
She ---Geu-nyeo-neun (2L{E)
) —— Oori-neun (22| &)
They--—--- Geu-deul-en (2&2
Thig---m--mmmmmeemmmmeee I-geo (0]7)
LI EE— Jeo-geo (X7)
INTERROGATIVE

What

Mu-eot(5) / Mwo(F) *informal
Who----mnnmmmmmmmeem Nuga (=7}
When-------m--mmmeev Eonje (2 l)
Wherg----—---- Eodi-seo (01CIA])
Why —memmmmeemeeeeee Wae (2H)
[ [0 p— Eotteo-ke (HEA])
VERBS

T Y —— Ga-da (7}})
[ oY — Hada (SIC})
(T7/0)5 C— ll-hada (25tCt)
Drive--Unjeon-hada (2 M 3}CH
Meet -------- Manna-da (2HLIC}H
Love --Sarang-hada (At2StCH
Like ------- Joa-hada (03I}
Hate -—-Shireo-hada (&10{3}C}H)
| e Meok-da (HLC})
Drink----—— Mashi-da (OFAICH
IS][CTCYo P Ja-da (XtC})
BUy---mmmmmmmmmeeees Sa-da (AtCH
Sell--mmmmeeeeee Pal-da (2C})

For more culture, travel, food vocabulary and more, check out korea.stripes.com I5



The wonders of won
Korea’s colorful currency

bills, with denominations of 10, 50, 100, 500 and 1,000, 5,000,

10,000, 50,000 won, respectively. While traveling, it’s possible
all you will notice is how quickly money seems to fly from your hands.
However, if you take a closer look at the characters and designs on the
bills, you will be greatly surprised! There are many tiny details about the
important historical figures they present and their related tourist sites.

Korean currency can be largely divided into four coins and four

1,000 won

Korea’s most common bill
is the 1,000 won (about $1) *
in a pretty blue color. The
front of the bill features flow- 7
ers, a hanok building, and a Hlhen 4
portrait of Toegye Yi Hwang, 100 ﬂﬁ-’ i
a greatly admired Confucian

scholar, philosopher, and writer from the Joseon Dynasty.

pREY

Ng -

» 0001

5,000 and 50,000 won

The 5,000 won ($5) and
50,000 won ($50) bills have
a special connection as the
relationship between the
two figures depicted is that
of mother and son. Yulgok
Yi I, the son, is a highly re-
spected Confucian scholar,
philosopher, and writer of &
the Joseon Dynasty. His
mother, Shin Saimdang, is |
known as a poet and artist,
but she is more famous for being a good wife and wise mother. She is
also the only female figure on Korean currency.

10,000 won
The last Korean bill pagw
to examine is the green =7 org
10,000 won ($10) bill. The i
fi this bill i
gure on this bill is Joseon H_ Lou s 1

Dynasty’s fourth king, King
Sejong (1418-1450). He is
known as being a monarch who, when it came to politics, always con-
sidered the needs of the people first. Thanks to this love of the people
and his many achievements, the people began to attach the title “the
great” to the end of his name.

SR
Coins :;" \
Like Korean bills, Korean coins also have vari- L‘ X g

ous images that represent the nation and its history.

The smallest coin, worth 10 won, displays an image
of national treasure Dabotap Pagoda. This stone pagoda iso n e
of the nation’s most fantastic structures and is located at UNESCO-
designated Bulguksa Temple in the city of Gyeongju. The 50-won

80 years in the Pacific

coin has a single stalk of rice ready for harvest, k
while the 100-won coin features Admiral Yi Sun-shin =
(1545-1598) who almost single-handedly defeated the in-
vading Japanese force in the Imjin War. The largest coin with | - -
a value of 500 won has a flying crane, which is the symbol for
scholars. In addition to these four coins, there are two other coins

no longer in circulation.

— Korea Tourism Organization

COPYRIGHTS ©KOREA TOURISM
ORGANIZATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
www.visitkorea.or.kr

Currency converter =
www.xe.com/ N
currencyconverter

Knowing how to count
Korean won and how

to use basic phrases

for shopping will greatly
improve your time in Korea!

[Numbers (Sino) _____§Words __________|

1: (YY) This: Igeo (0|7)
2:1(0]) That: Jeogeo (X7)
3: Sam(&}) Different one: Da-reun geo (CH2 74)
4: Sa(Ah More: Deo ()
5: Oh(2) To give: Ju-da (FLC})
6: Yuk(%) To buy: Sa-da (AtCH)
T: Chil(al) Korean mone
g gal(;) 100 won: Baek won (2H2)
. U 2, 1,000 won: Cheon won (Z18)
10: Sip(=) 10,000 won: Man won (2F4)

100: Baek(#) - 100,000 won: Sip man won (&/2H)
1,000: Cheon(H) 1,000,000 won: Baek man won (242H4)

10,000: Man(Et) 10,000,000 won: Cheon man won (F12H24)

B Using “yo” at the end of sentence makes a sentence formal.
W Using “an” in front of a verb and adjective makes a negative sentence.

B How much is this?
Igeo eolmayeyo? (0]74 L0t 27?)

HPlease give this to me / I'll take it

Igeo juseyo (0|7‘| 2l<‘k"9'-) Write Korean below

H Do you have a different one, too?
Da-reun geot-do isseo-yo? (CHE AT 210{27)

H Do you have more?
Deo isseo-yo? (Cf 210127)

HI'll buy it
Salgeyo (&)

H| won’t buy it
An-salgeyo (oF A7)
H| like this

Igeo joa-yo (0|7 £0I2)

ECan | try on? (Only for clothes)
Ib-eo bwado dweyo?
(ofEtE EH27?)

lllustration by Hyemin Lee

ECan | try on? (Only for shoes)
Sinuh bwado dweyo?
(&lofEtE Ei27?)

H Please give me a discount
Kkakka-juseyo (Ot AM|R) ¥




Giving

mericans affiliated with
Athe military often have
questions about giving
gifts or tokens of gratitude to
Korean people. Here are some
helpful tips when it comes to

gift giving in Korea.

GIFT-GIVING MANNERS

B When receiving or giving
a gift, using both hands is a
polite gesture that respects
Korean culture, especially
when you’re dealing with
someone older than you.

B Gifts are usually wrapped
in beautiful wrapping paper
with bright colors.

B Cash gifts should be put in an
envelope.

B Reciprocity is expected in
Korean culture. When you
receive gifts from Koreans,
you are expected to give
something with a similar
value in the same situation
for them later. Giving an
expensive gift can be a burden
for the receiver.

B In Korea, showing a gesture
of refusing to receive a gift is
considered a polite manner,
so although a Korean refuses
to receive a gift from you, it
doesn’t really mean that they
don’t want it. Try to insist
to give it to them at least
twice more. However, there
are some situations in the
workplace that receiving gifts
is forbidden by law. In that
case, they’ll let you know they
can’t accept your gift because
of their work position.

WHEN TO GIVE
B Expression of gratitude

If you want to show appre-
ciation to those working hard or
who have helped you by giving
a gift, you can buy a small gift
such as drinks, snacks or some-
thing in the realm of 3,000 won
to 20,000 won.

o
_._ul?..r_h 1 o

(A |] |
H'l |\|H|UI j'.\ |

M Party or special event

When you are invited to a
housewarming party, some-
one’s business opening celebra-
tion, or a dinner invitation to a
friend’s home, it’s appropriate
(and expected) to bring a small
gift of good quality like fruits,
drinks, cake or flowers. Some-
thing from your country would
be nice, too.
M Cash gifts

At Korean weddings and fu-
nerals, guests are expected to
give a cash gift. An acceptable
amount is 100,000 won but you
can give more if a person in the
event is close to you.
B Special birthdays

When Koreans turn one,
60, 70, and 80 years old, these
birthdays are huge celebrations.
Clothes are good gifts for a
one-year-old baby, and a health
supplement such as a product
made of ginseng is good for el-
ders. Cash gifts, however, are
preferred for any birthday.

B Holidays
On Chuseok and Seollal,
Korean traditional holidays,

it’s common for Koreans to ex-
change gifts with close friends,
coworkers or business partners.
Companies give their employ-
ees SPAM, cooking oil or toi-
letries in a nice gift box. People
usually exchange good qual-
ity gifts such as dietary supple-
ments, seasonal fruit or premi-
um Korean beef (Hanwoo).

On Christmas, parents give
their children a gift and couples
exchange gifts.

For Valentine’s Day, women
gift their partners chocolate.
One month later, on March 14,
men reciprocate and give candy
or other sweets.

TIPS ON TIPS

In Korean culture, tipping is
not customary. Although tip-
ping is becoming more popular

in the service industry, and you
may see tip boxes in cafés and
bars, it isn’t still expected. If
you want to tip as a sign of grat-
itude for exceptional service,
of course, it’ll be appreciated,
and it can range from 5,000 to
10,000 won. Make sure to hand
the tip directly to the staff when
tipping in Korea.

People also often tip when
they want special attention from
the staff. For example, when
dining with a special guest at a
good quality restaurant, tipping
about 10,000 won can encour-
age a server to provide extra
care such as refilling side dishes
quickly and grilling the meat to
perfection. In this case, it’s best
to give the tip at the beginning
of the meal. However, remem-
ber that there’s no pressure to
tip anyone in Korea except in
establishments on U.S. bases.

TP AT THE TABLE?

Whenever I invite my foreign
friends to my place, one of the
things that shocks them is toilet
paper is everywhere, including
on my desk and dining table. 1
usually put it in a nice contain-
er, but my friends still can’t get
over it and insist toilet paper is
for the bathroom only.

Koreans use toilet paper for
multiple purposes. It can be
used to wipe tables, as a nap-
kin and as tissue to blow your
nose. Don’t be surprised if toilet
paper is used as a napkin when
you dine out at small or old res-
taurants.

And believe it or not, when
Koreans hold a housewarming
party, toilet paper is one of the
most common gifts to bring to
the host. Giving toilet paper as
a housewarming gift means you
are wishing them good luck and
fortune in the future.

-Hyemin Lee

Culture

« Invitation: Chodae (Z=CH)
« Gift: Seonmul (ME)

» Housewarming (party): Jib-deuri

(HE0l)

» Thank you: Gamsa-hamnida

(& AFgFLICH Formal / Gomawoyo
(0L L) Semi-formal

« Thank you for inviting me:

Chodae-hae jusyeoseo gamsa-
hamnida (ZCH3H MM
HALRILICH

« This is a gift for you: Igeon

seonmul-ieyo (0|74 41E0[01| L)

» Thank you for the gift: Seonmul

gomawoyo! (ME 1 0H L)

¢ Igeon jib-deuri

geanmul-ieyal

8l (It's a house warming

gift for you)

lllustration by Hyemin Lee

ﬁ Be sure to like us on Facebook! Just search for @StripesPacific 17
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gMinding your table;

ach country has a differ-
8 ent culture. When you
live in a foreign country,
if you take the time to learn the
culture and manners to follow,

it will be a great help in accli-
mating to your new home and

s

Learning Korean table manners
are an especially important and
simple way to make a good im-
pression on your Korean friends
and coworkers.

Even if at first you strug-
gle to master table manners in

1an

locals will be very understand-
ing as long as you are try-
ing to adapt to the -culture.

Below are some important
tips to keep in mind before din-
ing out in Korea. Much of this
knowledge is taught to Korean

Your friends will appreciate
your effort and definitely be im-
pressed when you show off your
new skills!

- Hyemin Lee

making new friends. students in school.

Don’t

eatrice with
chopsticks!
B Greetings (When you eat food with
Koreans, use these phrases)

BEFORE EATING: Jal meok-get-seum-ni-
da (& HZ&LICH I'm going to eat well

AFTER EATING: Jal meo-geo-sseum-ni-
da (& HRAELICH | ate well

Jal (B): Well / Meok-da (HC}H): To eat

These phrases are especially useful when
you’re offered food. If pronunciation is difficult for
you, just say you will enjoy the food and thank the
person offering the food in English. After the meal,
don’t forget to say that the food was delicious.
Koreans will appreciate your effort to express your
gratitude.

Korea, don’t worry because

Don’t
pick through the

dish for specific
things!

Sharing food
with others

B Sharing is caring.
Communal dishes to
be shared between people are a
very common Korean practice.
Sometimes even sharing soup

b
Jon’t
bring the bowl
up to your
together if you are close to
a person is
acceptable. If
there is only
i (W2
you don’t want
to share it with
others, you can ask to have an extra bowl.
B When you share a dish with others, don’t hoard it like

one soup bowl
you’re at a buffet. Take a couple of bites and then go

on the table and
B Always wash your hands before eating. This step is important
back to grab more after finishing them.

to Koreans, so most restaurants will bring wet tissues to the table at the
beginning of the meal. Use the wet tissues to wipe your hands before
digging in. B When sharing a communal dish, don’t search through

B Like in any other culture, making sounds and eating noisily will make others the dish for specific things.

uncomfortable. Although talking at the table isn’t a conventional table manner,
enjoying chatting is fine unless you talk with your mouth full of food. Don’t
clink bowls or make noise with spoon or chopsticks.

B Don’t shake off sauce over the dish. If you want to get
rid of the marinated sauce, bring the food to your bowl
first.

B Never blow your nose at the table. When coughing or sneezing, turn your face
to the side and cover your mouth with a napkin.

Rorean

Lesson

—

H Don’t bring the bowl up to your mouth. This is a common practice in other
Asian countries, but it is not a good table manner in Korea.

With spoon and chopsticks

B Don’t grab a spoon and chopsticks at the same time.

B Meal: Siksa (2IAh

B Food: Eum-sik (2 4)
B Water: Mul (2)

B Spoon: Sujeo (=X{) / Sutgarak (£7}2})
W Chopsticks: Jeotgarak (57}2f)

M Ladle: Gukja (2 &}

B Tong: Jipge (E1H)

W Scissors: Gawi (7H])

EBowl / Plate: Geu-reut (1 %)

HRice: Bap (&)

E Soup: Guk (=)

m Side dish: Banchan (E+HZH)

B Don’t use spoons to scoop side dishes. Spoons are for rice and soup.

B Don'’t eat rice with chopsticks. Chopsticks are for picking up food from main
entrees and side dishes (banchan gtZt).

B Don’t stick your spoon or chopsticks standing straight up in a rice bowl. This is
only done as part of a traditional funeral ritual (Jesa & A}).

Welcome to the Pacific 2024-25



When eating with elders

(Especially senior citizens)

B The oldest person sits at the head of the table or in the most
comfortable seat.

B Younger people usually take an aisle seat to be able to serve the
older ones or go bring more side dishes and water.

B When you have a meal with seniors, the oldest one should have
the first bite before everyone else at the table begins eating.

B Try to adjust the meal time pace to the elder’s speed and finish
the meal only when the oldest person has finished eating first.

B When pouring or receiving a drink from an older person, be
sure to use both hands. Also, it’s your duty to fill up their glass
if it’s empty.

Table setting and utensils

A typical Korean meal includes rice, soup, and three or four
side dishes. Ifit’s a big meal like dinner, this will also include an
additional main entrée.

Each person at the table will usually receive their own soup
and rice. The main dish will be in a communal plate at the center
of the table with side dishes around it for everyone to share.

When the main entrée is soup, it’s served in a big pot and each
person serves their own individual bowl with a ladle. It’s also
common to share the soup in one pot with all the members of the
table.

When there is meat or seafood, tongs and scissors are used to
cut the food on the table instead of a knife.

Let’s learn how to use chopsticks!

Don’t
stick your chopsticks

standing straight up
in arice bowl!

| 4

Place the upper part of the first chopstick between the
thumb and index finger and put the lower part on a
ring finger.

Grab the second chopstick between the index and
middle finger and hold it with the thumb.

You don’t have to move the first chopstick. Open and
close the second chopstick to pick up food by using
the index and middle finger.

Culture

lipsifogdiningiout

estaurant cultures vary across countries, and Korea also
has its own unique ways. To navigate your best restau-

ant experience, check out these 5 helpful tips about
Korean restaurant culture.

© No tipping: Unlike some countries, tipping is not customary
in Korea. When you’re ready to pay, walk up to the cashier or
counter to pay your bill. Simply say: “A|AF A 2 (Gyesan-
halgeyo),” which means “l will pay” in Korean.

@ Calling the server: Many Korean restaurants have a small
bell on the table to summon servers. The bell is usually placed
at a corner or under the table. If you don’t find a bell, you can
raise your hand and say “A41 7|2 (Jeogiyo),” which means
“Excuse me” in Korean.

© Check business hours: Some restaurants close for a break
from 2 or 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Make sure to check the restaurant’s
hours on Naver Map before heading out, especially if you plan
to dine during these hours.

@ Unlimited side dishes: One of the beauties of Korean
dining is the variety of free, refillable side dishes served with
meals. Feel free to ask the server for refills if you want more
side dishes. Many restaurants also feature a self-service bar
where you can help yourself with the side dishes and refill them
without needing to call the server.

© Ask for a phone charger: Most restaurants offer a free
phone charging station. Even if they don’t provide a specific
charging service, it’s very common in Korea to ask to charge
your phone at the restaurant if needed. Feel free to ask the staff
to charge your phone while enjoying your meal.

- Hyemin Lee

Speakin’
orean

Speaking Korean for uging at restaurants

M Excuse me: Jeogiyo (%4]7]|2)

M 'd like to order: Jumun halgeyo (F2&7|2)

M 'd like to have this: Igeo juseyo (0]|7{ FA|L)

M Please give me more side dish: Banchan deo juseyo
(MR O FMI2)

M Can | charge my phone?: Hand-phone chungjeon hal su
isseyo? (RHEE 371 & £ 9(0{27)

M I’ll pay: Gyesan-halgeyo (A|4FetH|L2)

B Thank you: Gamsa-hamnida (ZFAFEIL|C}H

N —

Read more culture stories at korea.stripes.com 9



Contents provided by the American Red Cross

American .
t,. Red Cross Service to the Armed Forces

Across the Globe: Discover Your Local American Red Cross

The American Red Cross is committed to providing support and resources to members of our nation’s military,
veterans, Department of Defense personnel, and their families worldwide. From teaching life-saving skills and
preparing families for natural disasters to providing workshops that address the unique challenges of military life
and connecting families during emergencies, the Red Cross is always there.

Red Cross Emergency Messages
Available 24/7 through the Red Cross Hero Care Network, Red Cross emergency messages
ensure that eligible personnel can connect with their loved ones during crisis, regardless of location.
Red Cross messages can be initiated from the Hero Care App, by calling +1 877-272-7337, going
online to redcross.org/saf or visiting your local Red Cross office during the duty day.

Ll | T |

Training and Certifications

The Red Cross offers a range of training and
certifications in lifesaving skills such as Adult and
Pediatric First Aid/CPR/AED, Basic Life Support and
Babysitting and Child Care. These courses equip
individuals with essential skills and contribute to
building a resilient community.

Behavioral Health Workshops

The Red Cross conducts workshops to address
various aspects of military life. Some workshops,
led by licensed mental health professionals, provide

techniques to improve communication and coping Volunteer Opportunities

skills, the mind body connection, and relationships with Whether distributing care packages, serving those
others. Mindful Movement workshops, led by coaches, facing a crisis as a caseworker, facilitating workshops,
incorporate breathing, stretching and mindfulness. participating in vocational medical training as a spouse,
All workshops are free of charge, with some available teaching CPR or disaster preparedness, or serving

as virtual offerings. Programs may be offered at the at military hospitals, volunteers are integral to the
location and time of your choosing, including after Red Cross mission and there are opportunities to
hours or weekends. serve in military communities around the globe.

Disaster Preparedness

The Red Cross emphasizes disaster preparedness,
offering free presentations to help families and military
commands prepare for and respond to emergencies. _
From home fires to earthquakes and storms to ’
evacuations, these sessions ensure individuals have
the knowledge and skills to navigate disasters safely.

In locations across Japan, South Korea,
and Guam, the Red Cross is there!

-

Visit your local Red Cross office

or redcross.org to learn more. The Red Cross is dedicated to supporting the

: | entire military community, providing assistance
Slgn upasa volunteer tOday' wherever they may be serving.



Service to the Armed Forces

+ American
L% Red Cross

In an Emergency, You Can Call the American Red Cross

In times of emergency, the American Red Cross helps our U.S. military communities worldwide communicate
with their loved ones and helps facilitate their return home through our Hero Care Network “Red Cross
Emergency Message” program. The Hero Care Network is free and available 24/7.

Eligibility includes:

= All active-duty military members
* All personnel working under the Status of Armed Forces Agreement (SOFA) including Department of Defense
personnel, contractors and their family members

How it works:

Military families can initiate an emergency message either online, over the phone or through the Hero Care App.
The Red Cross verifies the emergency and notifies the service member’s military command, so they can make
an informed decision regarding the possibility of emergency leave. The Red Cross also connects eligible military
members and veterans to financial assistance provided by Military Aid Societies. Assistance can include funds
for emergency travel, emergency food, shelter and more.

“*Coming from a military background, | like
working alongside the military and helping
these service members get back home
for these emergencies because | know
how important it is... to these families.”

Ciana Naputi has dedicated six years to supporting military families as a Hero Care
caseworker. Knowing firsthand the impact Red Cross messages had on her own
family fuels her empathy and dedication, ensuring everyone behind the call knows they
are not alone. When families call the Hero Care Center, they'll connect with someone
like Ciana who truly understands their challenges, working around the clock to get

their service member home.

We encourage families to prepare for emergencies ahead of time by visiting
redcross.org/saf, downloading the FREE Hero Care App by scanning the
QR code or calling a Hero Care specialist at +1 877-272-7337.
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Getyour DODEA
homework done

The Department of Defense

I Education Activity is a PK-

12 American school system

for U.S. military, DOD civilian de-

pendents and other eligible fami-

lies. DODEA Pacific manages on-

base schools in Guam, mainland
Japan, Okinawa and South Korea.

Registration
Families can register
online using the DODEA
Student Information
System (DSIS). This system allows
sponsors to complete required
documentation and include up-
loads of required forms prior to
arriving at the new duty location.
Families may also complete their
registration in-country upon ar-
rival to the new PCS location. Visit
the school website for office hours.

Enrolled students who are ad-
vancing to the next grade level
will need to revalidate enrollment
eligibility by providing required
documentation along with any re-
quired and/or updated immuni-
zation records for each child.

Students preparing to enter
kindergarten must be five years
old by Sept. 1 of the enrolling
school year. Students entering
first grade must be six years old
by Sept. 1 of the enrolling school
year. Proof of your child’s age
must be provided through docu-
mentation such as birth certificate
or passport.

For the wuniversal pre-kin-
dergarten (UPK) program, stu-
dents must be four years old
by September 1 of the enrolling
school year. Contact the school
directly to learn more about eli-
gibility requirements and how to
apply for UPK.

Records

Parents should hand-

carry all academic, im-
munization and special
education records if pos-
sible. Some schools may re-
quire records to be mailed.
If so, send records via U.S.
Postal Service Priority Mail
to the military address of the
receiving school.  Sending

priority mail to the Pacific

s
iif 1

80 years in the Pacific
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usually takes about seven to 10
days, while other methods could
take several months. The sending
school can also ship records to the
commercial address of the DODEA
Pacific school. It is recommended
that you confirm the current mail-
ing address with the school.

Student meal / free and
reduced lunch program
All families with stu-
dents enrolled in DODEA Pacific
schools are eligible to apply for the
Free and Reduced Meal Program.
Completing this application is an
annual requirement for families,
if eligible, to continue to receive
either a free or reduced lunch. To
find the correct Free and Reduced
Meal Program point of contact for
your family’s school, please visit the
DODEA Pacific website.

To pay for school lunches,
parents and sponsors will need
to set up and fund a prepaid ac-
count with the agency that oper-
ates your school’s lunch program.
Contact your school for additional
information.

School liaison officers
School liaison officers
can help your family with
transition issues. SLOs operate
independently of DOD schools
and have expertise in transition
support.

Special needs children
If your child has special
needs, be sure to research
the available support options for
your desired location. DODEA
schools follow student special edu-
cation plans (IEPs) and are

Each year,

Stars and Stripes teams up with
DODEA to give our wonderful military brats
a platform to be heard. Kids of all ages from

| across Pacific bases submit stories, poems,
N drawings and photos about what life is like as
a military child. These run in our community
newspapers in mainland Japan,
Okinawa, Guam and Korea in April.
They are also all published at
https://militarychild.stripes.com/. We
hope you and your children join in on the fun.

P
KOREA

Sites to visit

DODEA registration information
www.dodea.edu/registration-process.cfm

EiHEE
m%

DODEA-Pacific &
www.dodea.edu/Pacific 1

[E]#a

Exchange Student Meal Program &

www.aafes.com/about-exchange/school-lunch-program/ .

Exceptional Family Member Program gu:1m
www.militaryonesource.mil/efmp WAy

Tutor.com (Free online tutoring for military families) F.-m
www.tutor.com/military

committed to providing supports
for students within the least restric-
tive settings. Services are provided
to the greatest extent possible with-
in inclusion environments as well
as small group or individualized
supports as needed.

However, many overseas loca-
tions are limited in their medi-
cal and educational resources.
Specialized medical, mental health,
or educational services may not
be available to meet your child’s
unique needs. Parents should un-
derstand and take into consider-
ation how limited services might
impact the growth and develop-
ment of their special needs child.
DODEA Pacific staff members are
available to help parents of special
needs children to make informed
choices.

You can reach out to the District
Special Education Instructional
Systems Specialist (ISS) by con-
tacting the DODEA District
Superintendent’s Office in the lo-
cation where you are considering
your next assignment, or you can
contact the Pacific Regional Special
Education ISS at the DODEA
Pacific Director’s Office. In ad-
dition, very helpful information
for families can also be accessed
through the Exceptional Family

Member Program (EFMP).

=]

Home school support
DODEA-Pacific
schools offer auxil-
iary services to eligible military-
connected families who choose
to home school their children.
Auxiliary services include use of
academic resources, access to the
library of the school, after hours
use of school facilities, and par-
ticipation in music, sports, and
other extracurricular and inter-
scholastic activities. Students
whose eligibility category re-
quires tuition may be charged for
extra-curricular activities.

Home schoolers using or re-
ceiving auxiliary services must
meet the same eligibility require-
ments as dependents enrolled in
DODEA schools who use or re-
ceive the same auxiliary services.
Eligible home schoolers are not
required to attend a specific num-
ber of courses to receive auxiliary
services, including participating
in extracurricular and interscho-
lastic activities.

DODEA  encourages DOD
sponsors who wish to home
school their dependents to com-
municate the desire to their com-
manders in order to determine if
there are any command policies
or other rules ensuring that home
schooling practices meet host na-
tion, state, commonwealth, or
territory requirements. Sponsors
are responsible for complying
with applicable local require-
ments. Contact your local School

Liaison Officer or com-
KOREA mand representative to
? "__:' learn more.

— DODEA-Pacific

e



Take advantage of

on-base colleges g

he Defense Department
I has contracted colleges
and universities to pro-
vide in-resident college and
graduate programs on military
installations in mainland Japan,
Okinawa, South Korea and
Guam.
The current contracted institu-
tions are:

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University

Ranked No. 1 for Online
Bachelor’s Programs and Online
Bachelor’s Programs for Veterans
by U.S. News & World Report,
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University is committed to help-
ing you achieve your educational
goals. Professional advising staff
at their nine locations in Japan,
Okinawa, and South Korea can
help you select the right degree
to propel your career in the avia-
tion, management, safety, lo-
gistics, engineering, and space
industries. The school offers
local and online courses to ac-
commodate your busy schedule,
and awards credit for applicable
military coursework and cer-
tificates. Visit your local campus
and speak to an academic advi-
sor today!

University of Maryland Global
Campus

UMGC is one of 11 region-
ally accredited, degree-granting
institutions in the Univer sity
System of Maryland (USM). The
university brings quality higher

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University:
worldwide.erau.edu/pacificmil

University of Maryland
Global Campus:
www.umuc.edu/military

education wherever the military
needs it, with cutting-edge de-
gree programs and classes of-
fered both online and on-site at
military installations worldwide.
As the first university to serve
military overseas, UMGC has
earned a global reputation for
excellence. Headquartered in
Adelphi, Maryland, UMGC has
on-site classroom locations in
the Washington, D.C., metro-
politan area, Europe, the Middle
East, Africa, and Asia. Offering
both undergraduate and gradu-
ate degree programs, UMGC
Asia’s mission is to provide top
quality education and services
to U.S. military communities in
Asia and the Pacific.

Troy University

The University proudly counts
some 60 flag officers among the
ranks of its alumni, has a pres-
ence on or near over 30 mili-
tary installations worldwide and
participates in online learn-
ing programs with all service
branches. For generations, Troy
University has understood the
needs of the military student and
has built a military inclusive in-
stitution offering a broad range
of high quality, very affordable
undergraduate and graduate
academic programs supported
by outstanding student services.
Contact your education center
to learn what in-residence and
distance-learning programs are
available on your base.

Troy University:
www.troy.edu/military

W
i ok

Education centers

Camp Humphreys USAG Daegu K-16AB Osan Air Base
Bldg. 657 Henry Bldg S-1840  Bldg. 302 Bldg. 789
DSN: 755-3600 DSN: 763-4923 DSN: 722-8402  DSN: 784-4220
ST
oS T US. Navy bases glgﬁ 17%315148
DSN:722-1890 1-833-330-MINCC :

www.myeducation.

netc.navy.mil

Education

Military Tuition Assistance

f you've thought
I about  going
to college, but
didn’t know if you
could afford it, then
the Military Tuition
Assistance program may be just
the benefit you need. The pro-
gram is available to active duty,
National Guard and Reserve
Component service members.
While the decision to pursue a
degree may be a difficult one
personally, TA can lessen your
financial concerns considerably,
since it now pays up to 100% of
tuition expenses for semester
hours costing $250 or less.
Courses and degree programs
may be academic or technical
and can be taken from two- or
four-year institutions on-in-
stallation, off-installation or by
distance learning. An accred-
iting body recognized by the
Department of Education must
accredit the institution. Your
service branch pays your tuition
directly to the school. Service
members need to first check
with an education counselor for
the specifics involving TA by vis-
iting their local installation edu-
cation office or by going online
to a virtual education center.
Tuition assistance may be used
for the following programs:
+ Vocational/technical programs
* Undergraduate programs
» Graduate programs
* Independent study
+ Distance-learning programs

Eligibility

All four service branches and
the U.S. Coast Guard offer fi-
nancial assistance for voluntary,
off-duty education programs
in support of service members’
personal and professional goals.
The program is open to officers,
warrant officers and enlisted
active-duty service personnel.
In addition, members of the
National Guard and Reserve
Components may be eligible for
TA based on their service eligi-
bility. To be eligible for TA, an
enlisted service member must
have enough time remaining in
service to complete the course
for which he or she has applied.

Follow us on Instagram! @StarsandStripesPacific 23

After the completion of a course,
an officer using TA must fulfill a
service obligation that runs par-
allel with — not in addition to —
any existing service obligation.

Coverage amounts
and monetary limits
The  Tuition  Assistance
Program may fund up to 100% of
your college tuition and certain
fees with the following limits:
+ Not to exceed $250 per semester
credit hour or $166 per quarter
credit hour
« Not to exceed $4,500 per fiscal
year, Oct. 1 through Sept. 30

Tuition assistance vs.
VA education benefits

While the TA program is
offered by the services, the
Department of Veterans Affairs
administers a variety of educa-
tion benefit programs. Some of
the VA programs, such as the
Post-9/11 Veterans Education
Assistance Act of 2008, also
known as the Post-9/11 GI Bill,
can work well with the TA pro-
gram, as it can supplement fees
not covered by TA. In addition,
the Post-9/11 GI Bill® funds
are available to you after you
leave the military. If your service
ended before Jan. 1, 2013, you
have 15 years to use this benefit.
If your service ended on or after
Jan. 1, 2013, the benefit won’t
expire. The TA program is a ben-
efit that is available only while
you're in the service.

TA benefits and restrictions
Tuition assistance will cover
the following expenses:
« Tuition
- Course-specific fees such as
laboratory fee or online course fee
NOTE: All fees must directly
relate to the specific course en-
rollment of the service member.
Tuition assistance will not
cover the following expenses:
« Books and course materials
* Flight training fees
« Taking the same course twice
» Continuing education units, or
CEUs
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Masteringi

By Hyemin Lee

ou can easily reach almost

Y any destination on the Korean
Peninsula with minimal effort

and at a reasonable cost, whether by
train, taxi, bus, plane, or your privately
owned vehicle. Here are the basics to

help you get started!

Travel by train

n South Korea, you can travel to most
I towns by train. Railway trains are a
great alternative to air travel, offer-
ing a wider selection of destinations and
more flexible travel times than airlines.
Two companies operate railway trains
in Korea: KORAIL and SRT. KORAIL is
the national railway company that oper-
ates both general and high-speed trains,
while SRT only offers high-speed train
services.

SRT -SSR 7T —

High-speed train

m Reservations

SRT offers English booking
service only through its
website. Check available
schedule and seats.

m Type of trains
General Trains:
« ITX-Saemaeul

« Saemaeul
» Mugunghwa-ho

High-speed train: KTX

Website

Android
m Reservation for a ticket

© Download KorailTalk app on your phone or check the 0
website. (Both provide the same service)
For the app, change the language setting to English as
seen in the picture @.
@ Search the departure and arrival stations and check the

CME! 20

B o®

EA O TH WAMEE 2 Y

schedule. TRIME ME1AS ARELICH
© Click “select” on the class and check the timetable and KTl
fare.
Orurchase & =
a ticket with EE - = E 8 — = - re:
your credit - itk RACT Nt
X - o
e 28 S
- - [ =]
your bank - = Rt T 43
probably - — o
blocks . o HEHE 4
international = e
usage or you
might be I
using a VPN) i
«The English service doesn’t offer a choice of seat. If you 20

want to select your seat, purchase a ticket in advance at
the station.

Things to know about a standing ticket

© If all seat tickets are sold out, you have the option to purchase a standing ticket.
These tickets are available at any train station, regardless of your departure and
destination.

@ For SRT trains, it’s recommended to secure a standing ticket in advance as they
offer a limited number of standing tickets, which tend to sell out quickly during
weekends or peak seasons.

© The Mugunghwa trains usually feature a café car with unreserved seats, and many
KTX or SRT trains have folding chairs between the entrance and corridors.

Read more travel stories at korea.stripes.com



Seoul Metro Map
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Travel by subway

everal major cities operate subway systems with signs in both Korean and English. = Download Subway Korea on your phone!
Taking the subway is a highly convenient choice for traveling within metropolitan ar-  The Subway Korea app helps navigate
eas. Seoul Metropolitan Subway has 24 lines with 654 stations. Many metro lines in Seoul  the complicated metro system, providing
have several different train routes, which can be complicated, so always check carefully be-  information on all subway lines in Korea,

fore boarding. including routes, schedules, fares, travel times
Areas: Seoul Metropolitan Area (Seoul, Incheon, Gyeonggi-do), Busan, Daegu, Daejeon, Gwangju and more. When you select your departure

Hours: Approximately 5:30 a.m. - midnight and arrival stations, you can check all
Fare: 1,400 won-1,600 won (transportation card) / 1,500 won -1,700 won (single journey ticket) available train schedules.

foradults.

Payment: Purchase a prepaid transportation card at a convenient store or buy a single
journey ticket at the ticket vending machines.

Special Metro lines in Seoul

M Line 1 (Dark Blue): Those working at Camp Casey, Osan Air Base, and Camp Humphreys
may have the opportunity to use Line 1. It’s the longest line, featuring various complex routes.
Line 1 trains run from Soyosan, located north of Dongducheon (Camp Casey), to two different
directions: Incheon or Seodongtan, with a separation point at Guro Station. Those returning to
Osan Air Base or Camp Humphreys from Seoul should ensure to take trains toward “Sinchang”
or “Cheonan.” To navigate your trip with Line 1 correctly, check the schedule of the train
through the app and make sure to get on the right train.

B Line 2 (Green): Thisis the busiest metro line in the ROK, stopping at many famous
destinations, including Jamsil, Gangnam, Hongdae, Dongdaemun, and Namdaemun (at City
Hall Station). Make sure to board the right train, as going in the wrong direction for a full circuit
will result in a very long ride to your destination.

B Sinbundang Line (Red): Sinbundang Line is essentially a shortcut from Gangnam Station
down to the Seongnam/Bundang/Pangyo area. The fare is 2-3 times more expensive than
other lines because it was built through private investment.

Rules for priority seating on buses, trains

For more culture, travel, food vocabulary and more, check out korea.stripes.com 25
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Transportation

Travel by bus
m Regular buses

Regular buses provide a great alternative to
subways or trains, especially for reaching desti-
nations that are not accessible by train or sub-
way. The fare can be paid either in cash or with a
transportation card upon boarding,.

Each city has its own bus system, and you can
easily plan your journey using Kakao or Naver
Map apps. These apps offer comprehensive in-
formation, including fares, detailed schedules,
bus arrival times and estimated travel durations.
This information is also displayed at bus stops.

Fare: 1,500 won (transportation card) / 1,500
won -1,700 won (single journey ticket) for adults.

Payment: Cash or a transportation card (If
paying with cash, make sure to use coins or 1,000
won bills. Some buses may not accept cash, so
the best way is to own your T-money card.)

In Seoul, there are four different color-coded
bus systems (bus numbers indicate specific
routes):

_ Operate on long-distance routes

within Seoul.

_Operate on short-distance routes,
connecting blue buses and subway stations for
transfers. Another type of green bus is the com-
munity bus, operating in small residential areas.

_Express buses connecting Seoul,

Incheon, and cities in Gyeonggi-do on long-
distance routes.

Yellow buses Operate short-distance circular
routes within the city and between sub-centers.

m Express buses- ticket required

Taking an express bus is also a convenient
and affordable alternative to railway trains.
Depending on the departure and arrival loca-
tions, express buses can sometimes be even
more efficient than trains. The bus routines
from Incheon Airport to Pyeongtaek Station
are also very useful for those working on Camp
Humphreys. Thanks to bus lanes, express buses
can promise you almost consistent arrival times
regardless of traffic.

There are two types of express buses, each
operated by different companies: Sioe Bus and
Gosok Bus. It’s important to note that depend-
ing on the company, they use different terminals
and websites. Due to this reason, there are of-
ten two express bus terminals in the same area
within a few minutes distance from each other.
So, be sure not to get confused about which ter-
minal to head to depending on the destination.

Intercity Bus
(Sioe Bus-A|2[EHA)

Intercity Buses may make stops at various
points between the departure and destina-
tion, which could make the travel time longer
compared to Express Buses.

Both the website and mobile app provide
English services. However, reservations are
currently only available in Korean. You can
still check bus schedules and the number of
available seats.

Bustago
(Mobile app)

Intercity Bus
website

Express Bus
(Gosok Bus-T1&H A,

The website offers English services, and
booking with a foreign credit card is avail-
able. Express Buses provide a direct journey
without intermediate stops while traveling
from the departure point to the destination.

Website

Learn how to use express buses

General From Pyeongtaek
guide to Seoul

p
Transportation card
A must-have item in Korea

Korea’s public transportation system allows
you to transfer to another bus or subway
for free within 30 minutes. The number of free
transfers is limited to 4 times a day in Seoul
Metropolitan Area and 2-4 times in other
metropolitan cities depending on the region.
To take advantage of this benefit, you must
have a transportation card which offers a
discount of about 100 won per ride in addition
to the transfer discounts.

Several prepaid transportation card options
are available, including T-money, EZL,
Wowpass and more. However, the T-money
card is the best option as it can be used across
all regions in Korea for various purposes.
T-money cards can be used not only for buses,

subways, and taxis, but also at convenience
stores, High-Pass tollgates, parking lots and
more.

For transportation card mobile apps, only
Android phones support mobile T-money and
EZL cards via Samsung Pay and the mobile
T-money app. Currently, there is no mobile
system for Apple phone users.

T-money card

Price: From 3,000 won - more (The price goes
up depending on the design and type)

Top-up locations: convenience stores (GS25,
CU, 7-Eleven, MINISTOP, Story Way, Emart24,
365PLUS) and subway stations

m How to use
1.Purchase a card at top-up locations and add
1,000 won to 90,000 won on the card.
2.Scan the card at a bus and metro
when you enter. Make sure to scan it

Examples of T-money card

again before you exit to get a transfer
discount.

*You can request a refund for the charged
money at any time at top-up locations
and T-money Town in Seoul Station. (A
500-won service fee is charged)

Welcome to the Pacific 2025-26




Travel by taxi
m Types of taxi

« General (llban) taxi: Fares start at
4,800 won for the first 1.6 km with an
additional charge of 100 won for every
131 meters or 30 seconds. These taxis
are usually white and orange in color
and many display Kakao T mark.
« Deluxe (Mobeom) taxi: The fare starts
at 7,000 won for the first 3 km with an
additional charge of 200 won for every
151 meters or 36 seconds. These taxis
are usually black with a yellow sign on
top. Many deluxe taxis are stationed at
major hotels, subway, and bus stations.
« Large taxi: A large taxi can
accommodate between 6 and 13
passengers. The fare system is the same
as deluxe taxis.

m Night Fare
It can be challenging to catch a taxi
just before night fares begin as many
drivers expect to be paid a higher rate,
so it’simportant to be aware of the
rules. Night fare rates and times vary
depending on the region. In Seoul, the
night fare applies from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.
with an additional charge of 20-40%. In
Gyeonggi-do, the night fare starts from
11 p.m. to 4 a.m. with an additional
charge of 30%. In other regions, night
fares generally apply from 11 p.m. to 4
a.m. with a surcharge of 20-40%.

m Payment options

Cash, transportation card and credit
card (foreign credit cards are accepted)

m Lights on a taxi

The light on a plate located at the upper
center of the windshield indicates
whether a taxi is vacant or occupied. A
red sign (21X} - Bincha) signifies that the
taxi is vacant, while a green plate (Gl 2f

- Yeoyak) indicates that the caris occupied
or reserved. A blue sign (B5) means that
the taxi is off for the day. If there is no
light, it means the taxi is already taken or
not available.

m How to grab a taxi

On the street

« Hail cabs on the street by waving your
hands when the red light on the plate is
visible.

« Line up at taxi stations. Most subway
stations have taxi stations nearby.

On mobile

« Kakao T: monopolizes nearly 95% of the
domestic taxi-calling market, making it an
essential app for grabbing a taxi in Korea.
You can call a taxi to your current location
through Kakao T app, and it offers English
service as well. “General request” option
allows in-person payment by cash or card
when you arrive at your destination so
those who don’t have a Korean credit card
can still use Kakao T services. For more
details, check out how to use Kakao T.

« Uber: In Korea, only licensed drivers

with special plates can operate taxis, so
car-sharing services are not permitted. All
Uber drivers in Korea are legal taxi drivers.
Although it’s not as common as Kakao T,
Uber still works well, especially in major cities
like Seoul and Busan.

On base

Exchange taxis are available on base, making
life easier around bases. (Dial: 1544-9080)

Website

Follow us on Instagram! @StarsandStripesPacific

Travel by car

T raveling by car in ROK is very con-
venient thanks to Korean GPS apps
such as Kakao or Naver Map avail-
able in both English and Korean. They
provide all necessary information includ-
ing recommended travel routes, expected
travel time, toll fees and more.

If you plan to drive on the highways
with your POV, use the Hi-Pass system, al-
lowing you to pay tolls without having to
stop and count out money each time. The
Hi-Pass system requires two items: an On-
Board Unit (OBU - a card reader device)
and a Hi-Pass card.

Places to buy:

« Online shopping malls (Gmarket,

Coupang - both sites accept foreign

credit cards)

« Most convenience stores (OBU - only

at GS25 & Hi-Pass card - GS25, CU,

E-Mart, 7-Eleven)

« Most rest stops (kiosk or inquire at

the Information Center)

« Hi-Pass centers at most tollgates

« Hi-Pass Service in the Main PX (Bldg.

5700) on Camp Humphreys

OBU: Check if your vehicle already

has an OBU installed as most vehicles

produced in recent years come with

one. If not, purchase a device, which
generally costs around 40,000-50,000
won. Keep in mind that you need to
register the OBU at Hi-Pass centers

at tollgates or ask the OBU seller to

handle the registration process for

you. Registration requires your ID and
vehicle registration with your name
onit.

Hi-Pass card: There

are two types of E’n

cards: prepaid and :

auto-charge cards.

Auto-charge cards

require a Korean

bank account,

so the prepaid

option may be

easier foryou. The
card usually costs

between 5,000

won and 6,000

won, and it can be

topped up with amounts from 10,000

to 500,000 won. Top-up locations

include convenience stores (GS25, CU,

E-Mart, 7-Eleven) and rest stop kiosks,

and mostly only cash is accepted.

Note: If you don’t want to use the Hi-

Pass system, you can always tap your

T-money card at a tollgate.

See TRANSIT on Page 30
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Airport Express-AREX

- irport Railroad (Arex) connects
Alsncheon Airport to other areas in
eoul, offering two types of train ser-
vices: Express trains and all-stop trains.
Express trains go directly to Seoul from
Incheon Airport, taking only 43 minutes from
Terminal 1 and 51 minutes from Terminal 2.
The fare to Seoul Station is 13,000 won for
adults and 9,500 won for children. Tickets
_ can be purchased on-site or via a mobile de-
vice. All-stop trains stop at other destina-
tions, including Gimpo Airport,
Hongdae, and Seoul Station.
You can purchase a ticket or tap
your T-money card.

Travel by plane mInternational Airport vs Domestic Airport

International airports: International airports include Incheon, Gimpo, Jeju, Gimhae,
n ROK, there are eight international air- ~ Cheongju, Daegu, Yangyang and Muan. Besides Incheon Airport that connects destinations
I ports and seven domestic airports. When ~ worldwide, other international airports mainly serve flights to locations close to Korea,
including domestic destinations, Japan, China, Taiwan, Thailand, the Philippines, as well as
Guam and Hawaii.
Domestic airports: Domestic airports include Gunsan, Yeosu, Pohang, Ulsan, Wonju,
Sacheon and Gwangju. These airports operate flights to Seoul, Jeju Island and other
major cities. Travelers often use domestic airports to fly to Incheon or Gimpo airports for
international travel.

traveling within Korea, various trans-
portation options such as high-speed trains,
buses, and cars are available, offering afford-
able prices and a wide choice of schedules.
In some cases, domestic flights can be a good
choice with a quicker travel time at an afford- .
able price depending on the situation. =Useful ai rpo rts
Moreover, you can enjoy very cost-effective Incheon International Airport: The largest airport in Korea with two terminals. Make sure to check

travels around Asia from Korea. Round-trip  Which terminal to go to before heading to the airport.

Gimpo International Airport: Located in Seoul, it’s the second biggest airport after Incheon Airport.
Cheongju International Airport: Many use this airport when traveling from Camp Humphreys or

. ; Osan Air Base to Jeju Island. It operates flights to Japan, Taiwan, and Southeast Asian countries.
Vletnal_n’ and Thailand, come at very T€ason= " Gyunsan Airport: A small domestic airport located near Kunsan Air Base mainly used when traveling
able prices, often below $200. Don’t miss the to Jeju Island.

opportunity to explore the Pacific area and  paegu International Airport: Mainly used for flights to Jeju Island, Japan, Taiwan, and the
make the most of your time during your stay  Philippines.

in Korea! Gimhae International Airport: A hub for those seeking Busan from other cities. It operates
numerous flights to Seoul, Jeju Island and various Asian counttries.

Tips for traveling to Jeju
GPS apps Many travelers take domestic flights when heading to Jeju Island, and round-trip journeys typically

range from 55,000 to 150,000 won. Flights are a much cheaper and a quicker option than taking a
ferry. You don’t have to use international airports for flying Jeju, so plan your trip from the nearest
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journeys to numerous Asian countries, includ-
ing Japan, China, Taiwan, the Philippines,

Kakao Map airport. Also, car rentals at Jeju Airport are very affordable with costs starting from 25,000 won per
day.
9
Let S. Let’s say you’re a newcomer who has never
prclehce used public transportation in Korea. Let’s — e
‘I'Qge'l'her! make a trip plan together step by step. Y ST
« Download Naver Map or Kakao Map D =~ + =
These apps will guide you what transportation to use and @ =
where to take them. You can also see the arrival time of T kA g e
buses, subways and trains. They are mostly very accurate. e
Ve 50mia 2 w150 - w0
o Search the departure and arrival location O s O
M For subways: Try to check the arrival time of the subway ! it
on the app, and make sure you’re taking the right train g
in the right direction. Bilwt’ | Precopiont s
M For trains: Try to make a reservation with KorailTalk. P

o Leave the base and start your journey!

1) Take a taxi from your location directly to the station and buy a T-money card there.
] (Exchange taxi: 1544-9080)

Android i 2) Get a T-money card at a convenience store near your location and take a bus to get
to the station!

80 years in the Pacific



Buying & registering
aPOVon the ROK

he roads of Korea may
offer plenty of adven-
ture, but first get a car

that will get you where you want
to go and back.

To drive a privately owned ve-
hicle (POV) in Korea, you need
a United States Forces Korea
driver’s license. Active-duty per-
sonnel, civilian employees and
family members age 18 and old-
er are potentially eligible. The
expiration date of USFK licenses
depends on the person’s “date
eligible to return from overseas,”
or DEROS. For military person-
nel, licenses are normally good
for two years. For Department
of Defense civilians, it’s up to
five years.

U.S. military commands in
Korea have varying policies re-
garding who may purchase ve-
hicles. The registration process
also varies, so check your local
restrictions. Next, determine
your needs and budget as well as
such variables as length of duty
tour and planned frequency of
travel.

Insurance is required prior to
registering a vehicle with USFK.
When purchasing, discuss your
needs in depth with an agent.
It’s best to have more than the
minimum required coverage.

Finding vehicles to purchase
is the easy part. On U.S. military
bases, there is always someone

PCS-ing out and many are usu-
ally trying to sell their vehicles
shortly before departing. These
vehicles often have a sign in
the window indicating their
features and price. Many bases
have designated areas for these
vehicles, which are often called
“lemon lots.” This can be more
than a mere moniker.

The risk of buying a used ve-
hicle from a fellow SOFA-status
person is that the vehicle may
have had numerous owners,
many of whom may have done
minimal maintenance because
they only planned to use it for a
short time. Inspect it carefully.
There is more to check than
the required safety inspection
items.

Many bases have Auto Hobby
Centers that will inspect the
vehicle for a nominal sum be-
fore you buy it. They advise you
of the car’s defects before you
hand over your hard-earned
cash. The centers can also con-
duct the official safety inspec-
tion and issue the certificate
needed before you can register
the vehicle.

The benefit of buying a used
vehicle from a SOFA-status sell-
er is that these vehicles are easy
to register. Go with the current
owner and registration to the
Pass & Vehicle Registration of-
fice. You will need:

* VVehicle insurance policy

* USFK 134 EK driver’s license
(POV)

* Valid safety inspection

AtPass & Vehicle Registration,
complete the application for
registration and bill of sale. The
office will cancel the old regis-
tration and transfer ownership.
An authority will place a decal
on the windshield, but the li-
cense plates remain the same.

A more reliable option is
Military AutoSource. Vehicles
come with an import license and
bill of sale. Take the bill of sale
to an O-4, GS-12, NF-4 grade or
higher. Have that person sign as
a witness. Take the documents
to the registration office and
fill out a registration applica-
tion. The office will issue a decal
and license plates. New vehicles
don’t require a safety inspec-
tion. You're ready to roll in a
vehicle with a warranty, U.S.
specs and an English-language
owner’s manual.

Unfortunately, your “follow-
on” orders may not include ve-
hicle shipment. It may also be
difficult to get what your car is
worth if you are forced to leave
it behind.

Buying a used car off base is
more complicated. Accompany
the seller to the local govern-
ment office (Yongsan Ward of-
fice in Seoul, Pyeongtaek City

On-base vehicle registration offices ——

Camp Humphreys

Bldg. 6400; Tel: 757-4001
Mon. — Fri.: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(Closed for lunch 11:30amto 1 p.m.)

Osan Air Base

Bldg. 1333

Tel: 784-4568
Walk-ins: Mon. Wed. Fri.:
1p.m. t0 3:30 p.m.

By appt.: Mon. Thurs.:
9a.m.to 12 p.m.

Kunsan Air Base

Camp Casey/Area |

Bldg. 1310; Tel: 782-5678/4900 Bldg. 2440, Maude Hall

Mon.-Fri.. 8 a.m.to 5 p.m.
(Open during lunch)

Camp Walker

Bldg. S-330, Rm 128A
DSN : 763-4708

Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
&1p.m.-4pm.

Camp Carroll

Bldg. 946

DSN: 763-2575

Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Closed for lunch 11:30 a.m - 1 p.m.

office in the Camp Humphreys
area) and deregister the vehicle.
They will issue a bill of sale as
well as a new license plate. Take
it to Pass & Vehicle Registration
on base with the same docu-
ments needed for a used vehicle
purchased on base. They will is-
sue a decal.

If you buy a new car off base,
the dealer will provide you with
a manufacturer’s certificate. It’s
written in Korean, but ensure
your name is correctly typed in
English. In the space requiring
your KID (Korean ID) number,
put your Social Security num-
ber. If there are mistakes on the
form, Pass & Registration will
not issue a decal.

When delivery of the new car
is made, a temporary license
plate will be placed on the vehi-
cle. The temporary plate is nor-
mally valid for 10 days, but may
be valid for up to 30 days. You
may be subject to fines if you
fail to complete the registration
process within that time. At the
registration office, you will need:
» Manufacturer’s certificate
» Temporary license plate
« Valid insurance policy
* USFK driver’s license

License plates for a new car
bought off base or one that has
been deregistered must be is-
sued by a Korean governmental
authority.

~Fel-722-4033/465884683—
Mon. — Thurs.: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

INSURANCE
POLICY
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KEIMYUNG UNIVERSITY DONGSAN HOSPITAL

AZCHSH SAPS S

Committed to
Excellence
In Healthcare
Since 1899

~ NO.1

CHOICE
T

vﬁ\
R PATIENTRPERENC" —

Ranked No. 1 Tertiary Hospital
for Patient Experience by HIRA 2024

Keimyung University Dongsan Hospital was founded
in 1899 under Jejungwon by Dr. Woodbridge O. Johnson
(1869-1951). It was the first medical institution to
introduce Western medicine to the Daegu and Gyungbuk
regions. In 2019, Keimyung University Dongsan Hospital
relocated to its current location as a new state-of-the-
art, innovative hospital with over 1,000 beds in a 20-

story, 5-basement facility.
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SPECIALIZED CARE

25 Specialized clinical departments

- Comprehensive Cancer Center
+ Cardio-cerebrovascular Center
* Robotic Surgery Center

* Organ Transplant Center

INSURANCE SUPPORT

Direct billing service available
with major global insurance companies

TRICARE PRIME / SELECT, ISQS, FSBP
CIGNA, AETNA, GAP

MEDICAL INTERPRETATION

Medical interpretation service available to ensure
clear communication and promote patient safety
and satisfaction.

'~ EMERGENCY CARE

‘A Grade’ Emergency Center available 24/7
to provide rapid and expert care to those in
urgent need of medical attention.

(&) CONTACT US

- Office Hours : M - F 08:30 - 17:30 / SAT 08:30 - 12:30
- Appointment & Inquiries : 053-258-4001, 4002

- Insurance & Billing : 053-258-4004

- Fax: 053-258-4009

- Email: dongsanhospital@gmail.com

- Website: eng.dsmc.or.kr

- Address: 1035, Dalgubeol-daero, Dalseo-gu, Daegu

YOUR HEALTH, OUR MISSION
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WEBSITE VRTOUR YOUTUBE



Contents provided by Dongsan Medical Center

- 50+ years of history and tradition in serving international patients.
- Designated as a leading medical institution for medical tourism in Daegu.
- Medical tourism promotion centers in Russia, Kazakhstan, and Mongolia.

First-Grade Hospital
- Certified by the Ministry of Health and Welfare as a medical institution.

AN

The Most Advanced Al-Assisted Operating System in Asia
e - 1hefirstmedical center in South Korea to introduce a voice-activated operating system in the operating rooms,
enabling real-time and live surgery capability.
- The first hybrid operating room in the Daegu-Gyungbuk region capable of treating complex vascular diseases.

AN

State-of-the-Art Medical Equipment and Facilities

- The most advanced CT and MRI systems, the first digital PET-CT, and other latest equipment.
- TLA(Total Laboratory Automation] system

AN

World-Class Hospital in Single-Port Robotic Surgery

e - Performance of the highest number of single-port, robotic gynecologic cancer surgeries.
- The first hospital to succeed in single-port robotic operation for colorectal cancer in South Korea,
and the first in the world for rectal cancer.

% SPECIALIZED CENTERS
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Comprehensive Cancer Center Cardiocerebrovascular Center Health Promotion Center

- Awarded with 1% Medical Korea Award - The first successful heart transplant - Tailored prevention for a healthier tomorrow
2023 (MOHW, MFDS, and HIRA] surgery in the area(2017] - Streamlined and efficient health

- ‘Grade 1" rating for treatment of major - Korea Medical Healthcare Awards screening for your convenience
cancers 2019 “Grand Prize - Basic program offers more than 120

- World-class interdisciplinary system - The first hybrid OR in the region for tests within just 3 to 4 hours
for cancer treatment treatment of complex vascular diseases - Prestige Program(1 night 2 days)

. AN AN J

CLINICAL DEPARTMENTS

Family Medicine, Internal Medicine(Infectious diseases, Endocrinology, Rheumatology, Gastroenterology,
Nephrology, Cardiology, Hemato-Oncology, Pulmonology), Allergy & Clinical Immunology, Traumatic Surgery,
Anesthesiology, Radiation Oncology, Urology, Obstetrics & Gynecology, Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery,

Pediatrics, Neurology, Neurosurgery, Ophthalmology, Radiology, Surgery(HPB, Colon & Rectal, Gastrointestinal,
Vascular transplantation, Breast & Endocrine), Pediatric Surgery, Orthopedics, Otorhinolaryngology,
Rehabilitation Medicine, Neuropsychiatry, Occupational & Environmental Medicine, Laboratory Medicine,
Dentistry, Dermatology, Nuclear Medicine, Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, Emergency Medicine, Pathology
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Where to buya car

rl I I‘here are many car dealers in
Korea anxious for military
business.

BMW / MINI Military Sales help you
to save up to 10% from MSRP for
all U.S. military members when
purchasing a BMW/MINI while
stationed in Korea. Your choices
can vary. Korean specs, as well as
U.S. specs, are available depend-
ing on your status. Visit their office
located in Yongsan (Across from
Yongsan Garrison’s Gate #8) and
their Pyeongtaek office, located
less than a mile away straight from
Anjeong-ri Gate. You can also pur-
chase Korean spec from each brand,
and they offer them at special pric-
es. For more details, go to www.
bmwdsskorea.com, Facebook and
Instagram, or call 1577-2696 (BMW
M).

Military AutoSource, which has
served the military community
abroad for more than 47 years, of-
fers the finest Chrysler, Dodge,
Jeep, Ram, Ford, Lincoln and
Harley-Davidson vehicles to mili-
tary personnel stationed here
through independent sales repre-
sentatives. Delivery to all bases in
Korea. 010-3257-0331, www.mili-
taryautosource.com

US Military Sales selling new U.S.-
specification Volvos, will help
you save thousands of dollars on
Stateside MSRP. Their showroom
is located near the Yoon Gate at
USAG Humphreys, with additional
sales offices at the U.S. Embassy
Association Building at USAG
Yongsan Garrison. They also take
trade-ins and sell used cars. Call
010-3098-4507 for more informa-
tion. www.usmilsales.com

CraigslList is growing more popular
as a way to find a used car in Korea.
The well-known site lists vehicles
for sale by owners and dealers, and
usually displays a photo of the car as
well as basic details about it.
seoul.craigslist.co.kr/cta/

Another popular website for cars
is USFK Classifieds, a Yongsan-area
dealer which claims to cater spe-
cifically to U.S. Forces Korea. Its
easy-to-use site offers an inventory
of early-to-late model cars priced
in U.S. dollars, with more than
200 vehicles available at its con-
solidated dealership and access to
many more. The firm offers on-base
pickup to the dealership and full re-
pair services. usfkclassifieds.co.kr/,
010-8222-5573

Off-base dealers

If you are not looking for a new
luxury car to see you through your
time in Korea, but want something
a cut above what can be found in
a lemon lot, here are some dealers
who want your business:

Welcome to the Pacific 2025-26

Camp Humphreys area

Car Friend We believe the used
cars we offer are the highest qual-
ity and ideal for your life needs.
We are your CAR FRIEND who
is with you from A to Z in every-
thing about your vehicle. From
purchasing to selling, washing,
polishing, and coating in nation-
wide auto shopping services. 13,
Paengseongbuk-ro,
Paengseong-eup,
Gyeonggi-do

www.facebook.com/car.
friend.2023, 010-7377- 4977

Gorilla Motors (SOFA specialist),
(010-8338-0026)  Gyeonggi-do,
Pyeongtaek-si, Songhwa-ri, 410-1 KR

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/gorillamotors/

Kang’s Auto Sales & Service is only a
2-minute drive from Dongchang-ri
Gate. They have been serving the
Camp Humphreys community for
more than 10 years. Tel: 031-691-
2255 or 010-5691-6243; Address:
17911 80, Paengseongdaegyo-gil,
Paengseong-eup, Pyeongtaek-si,
Gyeonggi-do.

CarMax Humphreys is located
about 5 minutes away, half-
way between the Anjung-ri and
Dongchang-ri Gates. They have
been serving the Camp Humphreys
community for more than 20 years.

www.carmaxcenter.com,
010-9217-9987

OMG Motors a self-styled foreign
car specialist, is located less than
half a mile from the main gate
of Camp Humphreys. Though it
started as a car repair facility, it
has since branched out into used
car sales. Ask for Lee, Sung Min.
sites.google.com/site/lomgmotors/
services/home/omg-motors-used-
car-sales, 031-655-7911

Pyeongtaek-si,

Osan Air Base area

HEK Best Used Car We have over
3,000 used vehicles in inventory
for SOFA personnel. Free delivery
to Osan & Humphreys area. Also,
we have associated mechanics in
your area. Easy SOFA register and
insurance services.

Contact: MJ Hong at 010-
6325-0794, or EunHee Kim at
010-7350-8987.

Daeguarea

New Motor King Car Center Mr. Yun
is a professional mechanic trained
in all vehicles, including export
models. Mr. Yun also offers used
car purchase consultations and car
rental reservation consultations.

053-472-8400 or 010-3531-
4929 Mr. Yun, Jung-Ho, 71,
E-cheon ro, namgu, Daegu. (Camp
Henry, Gate #2)

Overlooked traffic laws

Navigating traffic laws is crucial when driving in Korea. As traffic laws are up-
dated every year, some can be confusing. The following laws below are important
to note, as they are frequently enforced by the police. Moreover, there are numer-
ous enforcement cameras installed throughout Korea, so there are more chances
of receiving a traffic violation.

Turning right at intersections
Due to an increase in traffic accidents caused by right-turning vehicles, a traffic
law for a mandatory stop at intersections has been enforced since 2022. Penalty
for a violation is a fine of up to 100,000 won and 15 penalty points.

* Red light:

Regardless of

pedestrians, driv-

ers must make

a full stop at the . !

) M-

stop line. Then, ol ~ el

after ensuring I ﬂ'

the way is clear
of oncoming traffic and pedestrians, a
right turn can be made.

* Green light:

When there

are no pedes-
= “ = trians, drivers

can make

the right turn
very slowly.
Drivers must yield to pedestrians on
the crosswalk.

Speed in school zones
School zones are designated sections within a 300-me-
ter distance around kindergartens, elementary schools
and hagwon private educational institutions. These
zones are very common and traffic violations within
them come with stricter punishments.
The speed limit in school zones is 20 or 30 km/h, with some areas allowing an
increase to 40-50 km/h only during the night. Even when there are no pedes-
trians around, drivers must comply with the speed limit and make full stops at
all crosswalks within the school zones. Be extra careful as these zones tend
to have enforcement cameras monitoring traffic at all times. Parking in school
zones is also prohibited.
Besides practicing extra caution in school zones, apps like Naver and Kakao
Map can provide driving assistance and speed limit warnings to help you
navigate the areas safely.

Bus-only lanes
Avoid using bus-only lanes during designated times since CCTV cameras
and traffic police are actively monitoring. These lanes are marked with blue lines
and labeled with “HHA T £ (bus only)” in Korean. Violating the rule can result in
a fine of 60,000 won and 30 penalty points.
Bus-only lanes in cities: Only large buses or vehicles with 36 or more seats
can use these lanes.
Median lanes: Located on the central line, these lanes operate 24/7 and
general vehicles are strictly prohibited from entering.
Side lanes: Located at the edge of roads near sidewalks, they operate on
time restrictions (blue single line: 7 am. — 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. — 9 p.m. on
weekdays) or all-day restrictions (blue double line: 7 a.m. — 9 p.m. on week-
days). *Dotted line allows general vehicles to enter temporarily for right turns
or entering side streets.
Bus-only lanes in highway: Located on some sections of Gyeongbu Express-
way, the first lane marked in blue is designated as a bus-only lane.
Time: 7 a.m. — 9 p.m. (Every day except Seollal and Chuseok) /
7 a.m. —1 a.m. (During Seollal and Chuseok holidays)
Eligible vehicles: Cars with 9 or more passengers and van

with 6 or more passengers.
Learn more about

bus-only lane rules




Camp
coordinates

Travel base to base | {45
Left: The 51st Fighter Wing 4th Quarter Award winn.ers are all s;niles at Osan'Air Base on Jan. 16, 2025. Photo by
Staff Sgt. Christopher Tam/U.S. Air Force Right: Eighth Army leadership, chaplains and event coordinators kickoff the
Toy Ruck March on Camp Humphreys on Dec. 6, 2024. Photo by PFC. Madison Blosch/U.S. Army
L (_:amp Casey hanks to GPS, getting lost is nearly a thing of the past.
Main Gate . _ Unfortunately, with military bases and the sometimes
37.917666 (latitude), 127.056608 (longitude) countless entrance gates, finding your exact destination
Back Gate via GPS can often prove harder than it should. Below,
37-925343, 127.056331 1. Camp Casey you'll find the exact latitude and longitude coordi-
2. Camp Hovey nates for many of the gates located in Korea.
2. Camp Hovey
Main Gate
37.898553, 127.081548 3. USAG Yongsan
3.Yongsan Gate #1 (Dragon Hill Lodge) Pedestrian Only
37.530496, 126.984413
4.K-16 AB Gate #3 (Noksapeyong Station) Pedestrian Exit Only
37-534849,126.983015
5. Suwon AB Gate #5(AAFES Gas station) Pedestrian Only
5. _Suwon AB 6. 0san AB 37.529450, 126.991154
Main Gate 7. Camp Humphreys Gate #6 (Commissary Gate)
37-245974, 127.013330 37.527395, 126.991405
Gate #7 (Main Gate / Escort Gate)
6.0san AB 37.527291, 126.991154
Main Gate Gate #16 (“MP” Gate) Pedestrian Exit Only
37.079084, 127.049969 37.528407, 126.970271
Back Gate *Gate #13 (Main Gate) and Gate #14 (Hospital

37.086756, 127.050803 Gate)in USAG-Yongsan are no longer in use.

9. Camp Walker
1. Camp Humphreys 9 10. Camp Henry 9
Millett (Anjeong-ri) (Main Gate) 8. Kurisan AB 11. Camp George 13. Camp Mujuk
36.957884, 127.045043 12. Camp Carroll
Pedestrian (Walking Gate) 4.K-16 AB
36.959117, 127.043068 Main Gate
Yoon(Dongchang-Ri) Gate 37448649, 127.104741
36.969125, 127.037009 13. Camp Mujuk
Charlton(Hamjeong-ri) Gate Main Gate
36.951142, 127.018124 35.960479, 129.426320
Galer (CPX) Gate
36.9528202, 127.0346039 - - Kunsan AB
Adams(Dodu-Ri) G ate Ma;nSG;;ZSM e A
: , 120. 1 128.
36.960906, 126.990362 D I 35.155587, 128.655997
35.925309,126.617953
Hammer Gate 9. Camp Walker 11. Camp George
35.921366,126.643584  Gate #1 Main Gate
35.839611, 128.592393 35.849867, 128.595222

Gate #6

35.841580, 128.583449
12. Camp Carroll

10. Camp Henry
Gate #1 35.988503, 128.414450

35.849964, 128.603474
Gate #2

35.850362, 128.599148

Members from the 8th Fighter Wing participate in Wing Community
Day at Kunsan Air Base on Jan. 6, 2025. Photo by Senior Airman Maria
Umanzor Guzman/U.S. Air Force ﬁ Be sure to like us on Facebook! Just search for @StripesPacific 35
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University of Maryland Global Campus was founded to bring a
respected state university education to working adults like you.
With frequent start dates, convenient online and hybrid courses,
and a variety of programs in Asia, we are committed to giving
you an education to help you build the career and life you've
always imagined.

Register to attend a no-cost webinar at asia.umgc.edu/webinars
or scan the QR code below. If you apply for admission within 30
days of attending an Intro to UMGC Asia or Graduate Programs
webinar, your $50 application fee will be waived!
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Space-A travel
Away to see the world

pace Available travel of-
Sfers a way for Armed

Services personnel, their
dependents, retirees and others
who support the mission to see
the world on a budget... if the
timing is right. Below is what
you need to know about this
great privilege.

What is Space-A?

It is a program that allows au-
thorized passengers to occupy
surplus seats after all cargo and
space-required duty passengers
have been accommodated.

What do | need to qualify?

« Qualified travelers must have
completed the proper proce-
dures and have the required
documentation for travel.

« Active duty must be on leave
before they can register for
Space-A.

 Dependents of active duty fly-
ing unaccompanied need an
Unaccompanied Command
Sponsorship from his or her
spouse’s commander. The letter
is valid for one round trip travel
via military aircraft, describes
the reason for travel and the

[ OKINAWA |
KADENA AB
733 AMS, Unit 5145 @
Box 10 i
Phone: 634-5806

/ 098-962-6487

Make reservations on

(GUAM|

Bldg. 17002 Unit
14008 Sr
Phone: 671-366-5165 [

the AMC Space-A
Travel page

80 years in the Pacific

category of passenger travel.

« Also mandatory for travel:
military ID cards, passports,
social security numbers and
emergency contact informa-
tion at the final destination.

How much does it cost?

Most flights offered through
the Air Force’s Air Mobility
Command (AMC) or the Navy
and are usually free of charge.

Patriot Express flights are
commercial, so a small tax (usu-
ally under $30) is charged per
seat and per leg.

Where can | go on Space-A?

Common destinations include
the Continental U.S. states,
Hawaii, Alaska, Germany,
England, Spain, Italy, Japan,
South Korea and Guam. Flights
may even go to South and
Central America, Africa and
Australia.

When is the best time to fly?
The best time to obtain seats
is when DODEA schools are in
session.
Because the program is a
privilege, it is imperative to un-
derstand the circumstances may

change due to mission mobility.
Flying exactly where you want to
go at the time or day you want to
fly is not always possible. So, if
you have a specific itinerary for
your destination or your return,
you may want to reconsider us-
ing Space-A for those travel
plans.

Where can I register?

There are many ways. In-
person registration can be com-
pleted at the terminal’s helpdesk
or self-help kiosks. You can also
register via email, fax or online
through www.takeahop.org.
Registration is allowed for up to
five departure airports and five
countries of destination.

What happens after | register?
Once registered, your infor-
mation remains active for either
60 days, or for the duration of
your leave orders or authori-
zation of flight, whichever oc-
curs first. Print a copy of your
registration to keep on hand at
the terminal. The time and date
stamp of your registration deter-
mines your position and priority
within your Space-A category.
On flight day, decide which
terminal you think would be
the best chance for Space-A de-
parture and head out. It helps
to phone the terminals that you
requested for departure and to
monitor recent schedules.

PACIFIC LOCATIONS

MAINLAND JAPAN
MISAWA AB

Bldg. 943

Phone: 315-226-
2370/2371
Commercial: 011-81-
176-77-2370/2371

NAF ATSUGI [=] [=]
Bldg. 206 ¥
Phone: 0467-63-3118

O

FAQS

MCAS IWAKUNI
Bldg. 727

Phone: 315-253-
5509

YOKOTA AB
Bldg. 80

Phone: 315-225-
5660/5661/
5662

Travel site for military,

What are the categories?
Each passenger is assigned
a passenger category for trav-
el. These categories designate
the order by which you may be
boarded on Space-A flights. The
following list is generalized:
» Emergency travel on a
round-trip basis in connection
with serious illness, death, or
impending death of a member
of the immediate family.
 Environmental Morale Leave
(EML) and dependents.
« Active duty ordinary Leave
and dependents; convales-
cent leave; permissive TDYs;
unaccompanied dependent of
deployed servicemember for
more than a year.
» Unaccompanied dependent
of deployed servicemember on
EML status.
» Unaccompanied military
dependent of non-deployed
servicemember.
« Retirees, Reservists.

What baggage can | bring?

« Two pieces of checked bag-
gage; 70 Ibs each; up to 62 lin-
ear inches in size. (families can
pool baggage allowances)

« Carry-ons must fit in overhead
bins (if available) or under
your seat

« Travel light as baggage weight
could be restricted for your
flight.

(KOREA

OSAN AB
Bldg. 648
Phone: 315-784-
6883

KUNSAN AB
Bldg. 2858 "
Phone: 063-470-4666 14

" g

DOD & veterans

=

Photo by Senior Airman Gabrielle Spalding/U.S. Air Force



o, you've just PCSd to Korea, and now

you need to get a new cell phone or a

SIM card. Well, first off, they have those
here, soyou're in luck. Now, where do you start?
As you've likely already noticed, most bases in
Korea already have a branch where you can
get a phone without leaving your installation.
There are definitely benefits to staying on base,
but just because it’s the easiest, doesn’t mean it
makes the most sense for your situation. There
are plenty of off-base locations throughout the
country, but if you do go this route, you might
consider bringing someone who can speak
Korean. In Korea, there are three main provid-
ers: SK Telecom, LG U+ and Korea Telecom
(KT). Here is a quick breakdown if you want to
weigh your options.

SK Telecom

SK Telecom operates several authorized
stores with signs that say “T World” or “SK 22|
= (Telecom)” as well as a customer call center
exclusively for foreigners. Please call the cus-
tomer center beforehand in order to find out
which stores provide interpretation services,
since not all of them do.

Many service members sign up for
phone services with on-base shops
associated with KT and LG U+. Here’s
an important tip: Don’t forget to ask the
staff for a membership card!

For locals, it's a must to download a
mobile carrier's membership app and
create an account to get exclusive perks,
including discounts at convenience stores,
bakeries, movie theaters, amusement
parks, coffee shops, and more.

However, members affiliated with
the U.S. military may face challenges
using the app if they don’t have an
alien registration number, which is
not mandatory for those under SOFA.

Korea Telecom (KT)

KT operates three service centers through-
out Seoul and a customer call center exclu-
sively for foreigners. The most representative
KT center, located in Gwanghwamun, provides
mobile phone subscription manuals in foreign
languages. Moreover, in partnership with BBB
Korea, the center offers consultation in 17 dif-
ferent languages.

Koreanitranslatoapp

ven if you don’t speak
EKorean, there’s no need »
to worry because there +*
is a perfect solution: Naver
Papago! In other foreign coun-
tries, Google apps usually come in handy, but
in Korea, Naver apps take the lead due to their
efficiency and specialization for daily local life.
Naver Papago was created to understand the
variances of the Korean language,
including variations in grammar
and order. With this app, you can
be sure to have the most accurate
translations.

7| MW Al
o Eole

5]

GETINON

a
Conversation translation
The “Voice” and “Conversation”
features are designed for translat-
ing sentences or conversations.
Whether you input text or speak

directly, the app provides immediate transla-
tions. The “Conversation” feature is especially
convenient for translating two languages in
real time during the conversation.

Text translation

“Image” and “Study Camera” allow you to
translate text by taking a photo. The “Image”
feature is great for translating signs on stores,
road signs, books, and any text-based content.
The “Study Camera” works the same but is op-
timized for those who want to learn the trans-
lated language. This feature automatically
divides the translated text into words and sen-
tences, allowing you to understand them one
by one and save them in your word list. Keep
in mind that when using “Study Camera,” you
should capture text without mixed languages.
Also, for accurate translation, it’s important
to select the translation scope of the image
correctly.

Other features

Additionally, you can save translated words or
sentences by marking them with a star to put them
in “Favorites.” You can review these words when

Instead, simply ask the staff at the
shop to issue you a membership card.
Upon receiving the card, you'll also get
a brochure with detailed information in
English about the benefits.

How to get the card

KT: Visit a shop and staff will provide
you membership card on the spot. (ID
required)

LG U+: Visit a shop and show your ID
card. Then provide an off-base address
(You can use a Korean friend’s address).
They will send the card to the off-base
address within a week. Alternatively, you
can order the card via phone call (080-
850-1891).

LG U+

Formerly known as LG Telecom, LG U+ is
owned by the LG Corporation.

The company is known for its G series of
smartphones as well as a variety of other elec-
tronics including TVs. With roughly 20% of the
market, the No. 3 mobile service in Korea trails
its two main rivals.

If you still find using the translator
challenging, call the 24-hour helpline 1330
operated by Korea Tourism Organization
when you need language assistance.
Agents provide interpretation services and
necessary information for problem solving.
Simply dial 1330 on your phone or use
Live Chat.

m Learnmore m
about 1330
Helpline

—_—

This app is useful for learning Korean
vocabulary for those studying Hangul.
It offers various meanings and example
sentences for each word with pronunciation.
By creating an account, you can save the
words in your customized word book. The
auto play feature of the word book reads
and repeats the entire list of saved words,
including words and example sentences.

This feature makes studying vocabulary
very efficient.

needed in the future. Also, downloading the Offline
translation feature allows you to use Papago any-
time, even without an internet connection.

- Hyemin Lee
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Law and order

ile in the Republic
of Korea, all U.S.
military and civil-

ians under the Status of Forces
Agreement (SOFA) between
Korea and America are subject
to both U.S. and Korean laws
as well as U.S. Forces Korea
regulations. While many Ko-
rean laws are similar to those
back home, some local laws,
regulations and legal customs
may catch you off guard.

Your base chain of com-
mand or legal office should be
the first place you go with legal
questions or concerns.

Here are a few local laws and
legal customs you might want
to consider:

Black marketing

U.S. regulations and Korean
customs laws prohibit U.S.
personnel from transferring
duty-free goods to persons not
entitled to duty-free privileges,
except under limited circum-
stances. Duty-free goods are
those imported into Korea by
a SOFA person, brought in
through the APO or obtained at
post exchanges, commissaries,
shoppettes and Class VI stores.

Transferring includes sell-
ing, bartering, pawning, loan-
ing and giving a gift; however,
gifts of duty-free goods are
permitted, if the gift is un-
der $50 and is not alcohol or
tobacco, was not purchased

from a commissary and is not
a subsistence item. Service
members may also be required
to show continued possession
or lawful disposition of high-
value duty-free purchases. If
there is a question about a pro-
posed transfer, prior approval
from the command should be
obtained.

Counterfeit products

Many “brand name” items
can be purchased cheaply in
Korea, but they may be coun-
terfeit; and if so, they may
be confiscated when taken or
mailed back to the U.S. person-
nel on leave to China or South-
east Asian countries may be
tempted to purchase “bargain”
goods that may be seized by Ko-
rean customs officials if they are
determined to be counterfeit
upon re-entry to Korea. And
there have been cases of Korean
prosecutors seeking criminal
indictment for smuggling when
large quantities of counterfeit
goods were involved.

Drug stores
Korean drug
similar establishments are off-
limits to U.S. personnel. This
restriction is imposed because

stores and

some controlled substances
under U.S. law can be pur-
chased without prescription in

Korean drug stores.

Tattoos

you're thinking of getting one.

Narcotics

Pornography
Using pornographic websites is

punishable by law.

Verbal assault

fines or imprisonment.

lllegal things in Korea

Under Korean law, getting a tattoo is a medical procedure and re-
quires tattoo artists to have a special license. Though not strictly
enforced, be mindful of this and of off-limits establishments if

Korea has strict laws against narcotics. Possession and/or use of
any type of narcotics, including marijuana, is illegal.

prohibited in South Korea. Tak-

ing, watching, and/or distributing pornographic images/videos is

Insulting someone verbally or with a gesture is considered a crime
in Korea. Also, slander or defamation is legally punishable with

Traffic accidents

Traffic in Korea is different
than in the U.S. It is not un-
common for children to play in
the streets, people to cross the
street outside a crosswalk with-
out looking or drivers to do the
unexpected. Under Korean law,
drivers are responsible for the
safety of pedestrians and other
drivers.

If a driver is involved in an
accident, it will almost always
be considered his/her fault and
may be treated as a criminal of-
fense.

In case of an accident not
involving a fatality where the
damage or injury is paid for,
the Korean government will
usually not press charges un-
less alcohol, fleeing the scene,
gross negligence (extreme care-
lessness or recklessness) or

another major traffic offense is
involved. The command can as-
sist the service member in mak-
ing a settlement; and no action
should be taken which could ag-
gravate the Koreans.

If an accident occurs, the
driver should stop immediately.
If the Koreans believe a driver
has attempted to flee the scene,
they are more likely to begin
criminal proceedings. Anyone
who is injured, or may be in-
jured, should be transported to
a hospital. The military police
(MPs) should be notified imme-
diately so they can conduct their
own investigation. If the driver
cannot gain access to a tele-
phone, he or she should ask the
Korean police to call the MPs.

— Compiled from media and
U.S. Forces Korea sources
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Drinking in Korea

hen U.S. troops are
Wmentioned in Korean
media, issues relat-

ing to alcohol often come up.
Learning both legal and cultural
norms around alcohol con-
sumption can help you maintain
healthy drinking habits while
respecting your host country.
Here is what you need to know
about drinking in Korea.

Drinking age rule

In Korea on Jan. 1 of each
year, individuals who are turn-
ing 19 according to the inter-
national age system, are legally
allowed to purchase and con-
sume alcohol and tobacco. In
other words, if you are still 18
but will turn 19 later in the year,
you can start buying and using
these items at the beginning of
the year, regardless of your ex-
act birth month.

However, USFK (United
States Forces Korea) policy
states that the drinking age for
those under SOFA including
service members, civilian em-
ployees, contractors and their
dependents is 21 years old, both
on and off base.

Open container rule

In Korea, there are no regula-
tions limiting the time and loca-
tion for drinking. The concept of
an “open container” doesn’t ex-
istin Korea as drinking in public
is a common activity. You'll see
many Koreans drinking alcohol

on the streets or at the park or
beach, and some even take their
leftover alcohol from the bar
with them when they leave.

However, for those under
SOFA with USFK, an open con-
tainer of an alcoholic beverage
in public isn’t allowed unless
it’s a public area intended for
the consumption of alcohol, ac-
cording to USFK policy.

Alcohol is available at conve-
nience stores, grocery markets,
supermarkets, restaurants, and
bars, with no restrictions on
the time or quantity you can
purchase. You must show your
L.D. to prove your age, as sell-
ing alcohol to minors can result
in severe penalties for business
OwWners.

Due to Korea’s relatively le-
nient alcohol consumption
laws, many might drink exces-
sively. Remember that if you're
going to drink, do it responsibly
and always have a designated
driver.

Don’t drink and drive!

As it is in the States, driving
under the influence is against
the law in Korea. The blood al-
cohol concentration (BAC) limit
in Korea is 0.03% and penalties
for driving while intoxicated
can vary.

Drunk driving penalties in-
clude imprisonment of up to
five years or fines from five mil-
lion to 20 million won. More
severe punishments apply if a

= B T
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driver causes injury to others.
Police frequently conduct BAC
checks on the road without
prior notice. Bottom line: If you
drink, don’t drive!

For an average-sized Kore-
an, the 0.03% BAC level might
be reached after consuming a
glass of wine, two small glasses
of soju (Korean liquor), or a
350ml beer can.

Road Traffic Act - Article 44
(Prohibition on Driving un-

der the Influence)

» No one shall drive a car, tram,
or bicycle while under the in-
fluence of alcohol.

« Police officers may measure a
driver’s alcohol level using a
breathalyzer if deemed nec-
essary for traffic safety, or if
there are reasonable grounds
to suspect that a driver is un-
der the influence. The driver
must comply with the mea-
surement.

« If a driver disputes the breath-
alyzer results, they may be
required to provide a blood
sample or undergo other test-
ing methods.

» The standard for being con-
sidered under the influence of
alcohol is a BAC of 0.03% or
higher.

Drinking etiquette

When having a drink with Ko-
reans, it is common to order a
bottle of soju or beer and share
itin glasses. It is a polite gesture
to fill each other’s cups, and it is
usually respectful for younger
people to pour drinks for older
people first. If someone’s glass
is empty, it is courteous to ask if
they want more and refill it.

When drinking with elderly
Koreans, it is polite to pour the
drinks while holding the bottle
with both hands, one tilting the
bottle and the other supporting
it. If an older person is pouring
drinks for you, hold your glass
with both hands.

In Korea, using both hands
to give or receive something is a
sign of respect for elders. Also,
when drinking, it is polite to
slightly turn your head to the
side rather than facing an el-
derly person directly.

Hangover relief

In Korean convenience
stores, you'll find many hang-
over drinks and supplements
for sale that contain herbs or
ingredients like oriental rais-
ing tree fruit or taurine, as these
are thought to help prevent
you from feeling like crap after
drinking.

These “cures” help prevent
hangovers by inhibiting alcohol
absorption and accelerating the
breakdown. They are usually
taken about 30 minutes before
drinking for best results. They
may not completely prevent
hangovers but may help reduce
symptoms.

Convenience stores carry
both hangover supplements in
drink and pill form, so it’s up to
the preference of the consumer.
Popular hangover drinks are
Morning Care (Z24#0{) and
Heotgae Condition (&7H ZiC|
M). Popular hangover supple-
ment pills are Condition-hwan
(ZAC|M%h and Sang-que-hwan
(2.

- Hyemin Lee



SmokingiregulationSyetiquette

Korea, you’ll still see office workers and others congregating

3 Ithough the smoking rate has been trending down in South
for a nicotine fix near designated smoking areas around the

country.

Government officials have long been
cracking down on cigarette-use and
vaping, so there are many laws and
etiquette for smokers to follow. If
| you plan to smoke tobacco while
in South Korea, make sure to keep

these in mind before lighting up.

Smoking age

f In Korea, individuals born in or be-
} fore 2006 can purchase alcohol and to-
. bacco starting Jan. 1, 2025, regardless
of their birthday. Under Korea’s unique
age system, 20-year-olds can legally pur-
chase alcohol and tobacco (18-19 years of
age by international standards). Howev-
er, according to DOD policy, for U.S. mil-
itary personnel, DoD civilian employees
and their dependents, the legal age is
still 21 for purchasing and consuming

alcohol and tobacco products.

Items affected by smoking laws
Smoking regulations apply to all to-
bacco products for smoking, sucking,

inhaling or chewing. This includes ciga-
l L rettes, electronic cigarettes or vapes (using
either tobacco or nicotine liquid), pipe tobacco,
leaf tobacco and other related products.

2

Non-smoking areas
Indoor smoking

Most public indoor areas, including restaurants, cafés, internet
cafés (PC bangs), rest stops, accommodations, concert halls, govern-
ment buildings, hospitals, public transportation, schools, education-
al facilities and sports centers are non-smoking zones. These areas
must display a no-smoking sign. Smoking is only allowed in desig-
nated smoking areas, which may or may not be installed depending
on the location.

nstagram STARS

Outdoor Smoking

Smoking is not il-
legal on the streets,
even in front of res-
taurants or cafés,
unless there are no-
smoking signs. How-
ever, you will rarely
see people smoking
while walking on the
street, near entrances
or in crowded areas
out of courtesy to oth-
ers.

High-traffic areas
like subway entranc-
es, bus stops, parks,
and plazas are usu-
ally designated non-
smoking zones by
local  governments.
Outdoor smoking reg-
ulations vary by dis-
trict, so always check
for no-smoking signs before lighting up.

In Seoul, for example, areas like Yeouido Han River
Park, Gwanghwamun Plaza and Cheonggyecheon Plaza
are designated as non-smoking zones, but you will find
smoking booths nearby. Smoking at all cultural heritage
sites, nature parks and areas adjacent to forests is also
prohibited.

Strictly protected non-smoking areas

Strict anti-smoking rules also apply within a 30-meter
radius of educational institutions like kindergartens, day-
care centers, elementary, middle, and high schools. Many
of these have CCTV and locals are encouraged to report
those who violate the rule to the public health center, so
avoid smoking in these areas.

Fines
Fine for smoking in a non-smoking area: 100,000 won.
Fine for littering cigarette butts in public: 200,000 won.

— Hyemin Lee
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What SOFA means for you

he United States-Re-

I public of Korea Status

of Forces Agreement is

an international agreement de-

signed to serve the mutual in-

terests of the U.S. and the ROK,

and to protect the basic rights of

U.S. citizens who are subject to
its provisions.

Personnel of the U.S. Armed
Forces on active duty in Korea
and their dependents are cov-
ered by the U.S.-ROK SOFA.
U.S. civilians employed by, serv-
ing with or accompanying U.S.
Armed Forces and their depen-
dents are also covered by the
U.S.-ROK SOFA.

Persons in Korea to perform
contracts or render services
exclusively for the U.S. Armed
Forces are designated invited
contractors or technical repre-
sentatives. They and their de-
pendents are afforded SOFA
protections.

SOFA status personnel must
abide by Korean laws except
where the SOFA explicitly su-
persedes or abridges Korean
laws. Examples are the waiver of
passport and visa requirements
for active duty military person-
nel and exemptions from Ko-

79 2%
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Where can | find a telephone?
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EMERGENCY TELEPHONE

USFK DSN 911 (MP/Fire/Ambulance)

rean taxes on wages and salaries
paid to SOFA status personnel
by the U.S. government.

SOFA Article VII established
the principal that SOFA status
personnel are obliged to respect
the laws of the Republic of Korea
and to abstain from any activity
inconsistent with the spirit of
the agreement and, in particu-
lar, from any political activity.

SOFA Card

All U.S. Forces Korea person-
nel should carry an HQ USFK,
SOFA Card (USFK FL 1EK) at
all times. The SOFA Card is de-
signed to assist USFK personnel
in the event they become in-
volved with Korean law enforce-
ment officials. The ROK authori-
ties have agreed in cases of ap-
prehension, to promptly notify
the USFK authorities in order
for the apprehended person to
communicate with a representa-
tive of the U.S. government.

Civil court jurisdiction

The Korean courts have civil
jurisdiction over all USFK per-
sonnel regardless of nationality.
USFK military and civilian em-
ployees and their dependents

HQ, UNITED STATES FORCES KOREA SOFA CARD
REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

There has been a traffic accident.

Please notify Korean police and US military police.
o= A E v A oo Agtal] FAA L.
Please call an ambulance or doctor.

STATEMENT OF SOFA STATUS:
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can sue and be sued in Korean
civil courts in cases concern-
ing breach of a lease, support
of illegitimate children, failure
to pay just debts and damages
and injuries from an accident.
A Korean civil court judg-
ment generally can be enforced
against the money and personal
property of USFK personnel
while in Korea or when relocat-
ed in the U.S.

However, Korean civil court
judgments cannot be enforced
if the cause of action arises out
of the official duties of USFK
personnel or if a claim was paid
in settlement. Whenever an offi-
cial Korean judicial document is
received by USFK personnel on
any civil action, they should im-
mediately consult with a USFK
legal assistance officer.

Criminal jurisdiction

Your SOFA standing is not
a “Get Out of Jail Free” card.
Korea has exclusive or primary
jurisdiction over almost all of-
fenses committed in Korea by
U.S. service members. The U.S.
has exclusive jurisdiction only
when no crime has been com-
mitted under Korean law; the

1. Carry this card at all times. If you are apprehended by or
become involved with Korean law enforcement authorities,
SHOW your ID CARD and THIS CARD.

2.0BEY ROK AND U.S. LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSON-

NEL INSTRUCTIONS.

3.If you are involved in an accident:
 Attend to injuries, if any. Take steps to prevent any further
accident from occurring at the scene.
 Telephone the nearest civil and/or U.S. military police of-
fice (See below for telephone numbers to reach U.S. fa-

cilities).

e DO NOT LEAVE THE SCENE until authorized to do so by

the police.

4.If you are detained by Korean authorities:
» Show the Korean authorities the statement of SOFA status
(to the left) and request that the nearest U.S. military po-

lice be notified.

» Cooperate with Korean authorities at all times.
* You may refuse to sign any statement that you cannot read

or understand.

COMMERCIAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS TO U.S. FACILITY
05033 + DSN last six digits (ex. 05033-24-4258)

U.S. has primary jurisdiction
only in those limited instances
when the alleged offense is sole-
ly against the property or secu-
rity of the U.S., is solely against
the person or property of anoth-
er person covered by the SOFA
or arises out of any act or omis-
sion done in the performance of
official duty.

Unless an alleged offense falls
within one of these exceptions,
Korea has exclusive or primary
jurisdiction even where the of-
fense occurs on a military in-
stallation. The U.S. always re-
quests the Korean government
to waive jurisdiction in cases
involving U.S. military mem-
bers where Korea has primary
jurisdiction. If Korea elects not
to exercise jurisdiction or does
not respond within a given time
period, the U.S. military may
exercise jurisdiction. Korea is
most likely to exercise jurisdic-
tion over serious violent crimes
(murder, rape, robbery, etc.),
serious black-marketing offens-
es, hit-and-run driving and at-
tempts to commit such offenses.

— U.S. Forces Korea
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just isn’t for you, there are

many off-base options avail-
able. But, with the option to live off
base comes some rules and regs to
consider. Here are some things to
keep in mind if you plan to sign a
lease off base.

If you decide that base living

Property manager/maintenance: Your
realtor is your property manager
and POC for all maintenance prob-
lems. Your realtor is the liaison
between you and your landlord.
You should be able to contact them
whenever you need their assis-
tance. It is also a requirement for
all realtors to speak English.

Utilities: Your realtor will provide
your utility bills and usage. Your
base housing office can translate
your bills for you if needed.

Lease negotiations: Once you have
signed a lease in the housing office,
the realtor/landlord and leasee
cannot request changes to the
signed lease. This is a signed con-
tract! No lease negotiations will be

/N on Combatant Evacuatmn 0

done outside of the housing office.
If your realtor/landlord is ask-
ing for additional money that was
not on your signed lease or asks
to modify your signed lease in any
way without approval from your
housing office, contact housing.

Military clause: Your lease agree-
ment will contain a military clause.
A military clause alerts the tenant
that they are protected under the
Service Members Civil Relief Act.
The act provides protection, such
as terminating a rental agreement
prior to the end of the lease term
for reasons such as permanent
change of station, deployments ex-
ceeding 90 days, separation from
active duty or offer of government
quarters.

Joint Domicile (JD) and Military to
Military (Mil to Mil) Statement Reminder:
I understand that if my spouse
PCS’s, retires, departs, or sepa-
rates, I am still obligated to fulfill
my lease contractually between the
landlord and myself at the same
rent cost until expiration of lease.

¥
\rﬂ-..

Frequently asked questions

1. What is a Non Combatant Evacuation?

Non Combatant Evacuation is a standard
U.S. response to hostilities and natural di-
sasters which might endanger our citizens.
One of the primary goals of NEO training is
to ensure we can do this task successfully

under real-world circumstances.

80 years in the Pacific

2.Who is my NEO Warden?

Each unit has a designated NEO Warden.
Please contact your chain of command to
find out who is your NEO Warden. NEO
Wardens are available to update your NEO
packets, demonstrate use of the ICAPS
mask and answer any questions you might

' “ll
As stated if one servlrce”i'nember
remains they are contractually ob-
ligated to fulfill lease to term and
Military Clause does not apply to
remaining service member.

Renewal lease (same unit):

» Go to your realtor — they will
provide you the renewal lease
(with their stamp) for you to
bring to HSO to renew your
lease.

*Note: If you are extending your

DEROS (i.e. AIP, medical etc.)

bring orders/amendments that

states your new DEROS.

Leasing a different unit:

« Obtain realtors list from housing
office (if not using same realtor)

e Once you have found a place
to live, it’s mandatory that you
schedule a safety inspection at
the base housing office. Once
scheduled, inform your realtor
of date and time.

« Also, schedule a lease signing at
the housing office after safety in-
spection, either same day (in the
afternoon) or next day. This is

@'ﬁ & VIDEO: How to live off base

to ensure y; Man.proyldes

the housing office a property
deed and includes it with your
safety inspection report.

« Bring clearance verification
from old unit (to ensure the
landlord cleared you!)

Renters Insurance

« Protect yourself and your per-

sonal property (household
goods, etc.)
» Renters insurance may be

the most overlooked asset by
residents!

o Landlords have insurance,
but only for their buildings;
Landlords are not responsible
for protecting the renter’s per-
sonal property.

« The U.S. government does not
provide or take responsibility for
personal property insurance.

 Off-post residents are strongly
encouraged to secure personal
property insurance for their
protection in both private sector
and on-base housing.

— U.S. Forces Korea

peratlons

~ Photo courtesy of U.S. Army

3. Can registration be completed on-line?

ready.

have about a potential evacuation.

All potential evacuees must contact their
NEO Warden to update their packets, infor-
mation and items in their NEO kits. Contact
your NEO warden today to ensure you are

— U.S. Forces Korea
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living off-post are required
to comply with govern-
ment regulations regarding
trash disposal. Failure to com-
ply may result in fines of up to
1 million won. When moving
into a new place, inquire with
your landlord for guidelines as
waste management practices
can differ depending on the
houses, each with its designat-
ed waste disposal site.
NOTICE: Off-post residents
are strictly prohibited from
disposing of trash in on-post
dumpsters.

Garbage bags
General and food waste dis-
posal require the use of des-

ignated plastic garbage bags
which are available for pur-
chase in various sizes at gro-
cery and convenience stores.
Note that these bags are only
valid within the district they
are purchased as each district
has its own designated bags.

In South Korea, residents

& ORANGE (food)

= o
S
==

WHITE (standard)

Trash types
General waste

«All non-recyclables and non-
food waste.

«Garbage bags: 5L-75L
(Between 130 won to 2,000 won)

Food waste

In most cases, food waste
requires the use of purchased
garbage bags. However, some
apartments may collect food
waste without using garbage
bags. Food waste is utilized to
make animal feed or bio gas,
so it’s important to sort them
properly from inedible items
such as tea bags, bones, seeds,
hard fruit peels like pineapple,
onion skins, corn silk, shells
(egg shell, nutshell, seashell
and more), toxic items like
globe-fish toxin that must be
disposed as general waste.

*Garbage bags: 1.5L to 20L
(Between 40 won to 500 won)

Recyclables

Sort recyclables based on
the available recycling bins
at waste disposal sites. If bins
aren’t installed at the disposal
site, use transparent plastic
bags. Ensure items are empty,
clean, and free of labels or lids
before disposal.
Paper: Including boxes, news-
papers, printer paper, flyers
and paper cups.
Glass: Should be empty and
cleaned out.
Metal/Cans: Crush cans,
pierce gas-containing canisters
and separate plastic lids.
Plastic: Dispose of heavily
contaminated containers with
general waste.
Vinyl:  Remove  stickers.
Contaminated items should go
into general waste.
Clothing: Donation bins in
residential areas accept clothes,
curtains, bags and shoes.
Severely damaged items should
be discarded in general waste.

Large size waste

Large waste disposal stick-
ers are required when dispos-
ing of electronics, furniture
and other large items. These

« Garbage: Sseu-le-gi (A& 7])

lllustration by Hyemin Lee

o Al

« Food waste: Eum-sik-mul sseu-le-gi (S A2 AAE|7])

- Large size waste: Daehyeong-pyegimul (CHEH 7| )

« Recycle: Jae-hwal-yong (RHE&)

- Separate trash: Bullisugeo (E2/%71)

- Garbage bag: Sseu-le-gi bongtu (A 27| 8 5)

« Trash can: Sseu-le-gi-tong (AAE|7|S)

 Please give me a garbage bag: Sseu-le-gi bongtu juseyo (

M ZISE FTMR)

* Please give me food waste bags: Eum-sik-mul sseu-le-gi

bongtu juseyo.
(BAE ME7ISE FTHL)

 Please give me a large waste disposal sticker:
Daehyeong-pyegimul sticker juseyo (CH&EH| 7|2 AE[FH

ZH2)

- Please give me a bigger size: Deo keun geollo juseyo (I

2 22 FHR)

stickers cost between 2,000 to
20,000 won, depending on the
size and weight of the item. For
example, suitcases may cost
2,000 won and pianos could
be around 15,000 won. If you
reside in an apartment, check
with the security office first as
they may handle disposal for
residents.

Once you obtain the sticker, you
should arrange pickup service.
Then, attach the sticker visibly
to the item and dispose of it in
the designated site or in front of
your house. Stickers are often
stolen, so cover them with tape
and take a photo as proof. Also,
keep the purchase receipt.
How to get stickers
1.) Community Service
Center or District Office:

Visit the nearest district of-
fice (9 a.m.-6 p.m. Mon. - Fri.),
provide item details and your
address for pick-up when pur-
chasing the sticker.

2.) Convenience stores
or supermarkets:

Not all, but many stores sell

these stickers. Staff can show

Follow us on Instagram! @StarsandStripesPacific

you a chart of the items and
assist with selection. Call the
number on the sticker to ar-
range pick-up.

3.) Online: Visit your dis-

trict office website and search
for “cHEm|7|E” (Large waste)

in Korean. Select the item,
purchase and print the sticker.
However, you may need as-
sistance from a local as it’s
only available in Korean and

a Korean bank account is re-
quired.

4.) Free pickup service for
electronic waste:

This service is only available
for electronics, not furniture.
For small items, pick-up re-
quires at least five items. You
can arrange for pick-up via
website and phone, but it’s
only available in Korean.

« Phone: 1599-0903

(8 a.m.-6 p.m. Mon.-Fri.)

« Online: https://
Www.15990903.or.kr/portal/
main/main.do

— Hyemin Lee




We are here to help you. You deserve the best in life!

Our service

«Child therapy (speech/ Play/ Art/ Group)

«Psychology counseling (ndividual/ Family/ Group)
«Psychological testing for ADHD, Autism

- Evaluation of speech and language comprehension
- Occupational therapy (child & Adut)

Mindbridge

Counseling Services

always put our client
satisfaction first.
Please check out

voice of our clients!

v Feedback from our client @ Client Satisfaction Survey I Very satsid
W Not bad
Satisfied

*Wy Kido has developed self-esteem!

Wy son is vow better speaking, Reservation &

. ; Administration Therépy
+So glad +o see my husband changing. Very satisfied Very satisfied Very satisfied

+T love location of +his center. 69% 84% 69%
T+t is super close from my base!

«All of staff are kind and professional.

Facilities

*The survey was taken from 2023. 12. 1 ~ 12. 31 with total 89 participants

053-719-4016 / 010-2724-4426 / www.mindbridgecs.co.kr

Mindbridge Counseling Services

Touch your mind




Contents provided by Mindbridge Counseling Service

Minclbrid
Counseling Services

Touch your mind

We provide psychology counseling(individual, family, marriage, couple, and group) as well as
speech, art, play, and occupational therapy. Your path to well-being starts here!

Ready to start your counseling journey
at Mindbridge Counseling Service?

Simply call +82-10-2724-4426 to schedule an appointment or
visit www.mindbridgecs.co.kr to request one online.

We offer direct billing services for your convenience!

Ny \i%k  Counseling and Art/Play Therapy do NOT require a referral (ADFM)

T RI1 C ARE

i BlueCross’ . ygri its wi : :
BlueShield \é:alz: :)iebrll:flts with your member ID for information on copay and

Global

* Just make an appointment with your member ID (Coverage 90%)

Q afspa

i  Enjoy unlimited counseling and up to 125 sessions per year for
FOREIGN SERVICE BENEFIT PLAN

speech therapy.

Scan QR code for more information p

www.mindbridgecs.co.kr



adopt one in Korea, it’s important to

be aware of essential etiquette and
legal regulations regarding pet owner-
ship. Some violations can result in fines.
As the population of those raising a pet
is increasing, the rules are getting a little
stricter. Here are some things to know so
you and your furry friend can enjoy your
time on the Peninsula.

If you decide to bring a pet to or

Things to know

« All pets must be registered to a local
office. SOFA status personnel are re-
quired to follow base rules.

» When outside, you must use a leash or
a pet carrier. Violation of this rule may
result in a fine between 200,000 won
to 500,000 won. The leash should not
exceed 2 meters in length, and the pet
carrier must have a lock to prevent
escape.

« When outside, be prepared with waste
bags and tissues to clean up after your
dog. A failure to follow the regulation
can result in a 500,000-won fine.

«In multi-unit housing, apartment
houses, studio flat and dorms, pets
must be on a leash or in a pet carrier.

« Since local housing is mostly apart-
ment-style living, you’ll notice there
arent many large dogs around.
Koreans are not accustomed to large
breeds, so to avoid terrifying neigh-
bors, use extra caution when taking
your big furry buddy out.

No-pet zones

« National parks don’t allow pets to en-
ter except service dogs.

« Many beaches may have restrictions
on pet entry. Certain coastal areas
like Dadohae Sea, Hallyeo Sea, and
Taean Coast are designated as na-
tional parks, where pet entry is legally
prohibited. Even in non-national park
beaches, there may be signs prohibit-
ing pets during the summer vacation
season (July to August). If you plan
to swim with your dog during the
summer, it’s recommended to check
if the beach is pet friendly. Some
dog-friendly beaches include Ggotji
Beach in Taean, Myeongsa Beach in
Geoje Island, and Gwangjin Beach in
Yangyang.

» Most local parks are good places
to take a pet for a walk, but some
parks and playgrounds have signs

Welcome to the Pacific 2025-26

Volunteering at Osan’s
animal shelter

prohibiting pets.

« Also, most restaurants, cafes, and
many convenience facilities don’t al-
low pet entry unless it’s a service dog.
So, it’s important to check before go-
ing to specific places with your pet.

Dangerous dog breed restrictions
American Pit Bull Terriers, Tosa,
American Staffordshire Terriers,
Rottweilers, Staffordshire Bull Terriers
and mixed-breed dogs with these breeds
are categorized as the five dangerous
dog breeds in Korea.

« For these breeds, you must use a
muzzle as well as a leash when taking
them outside. Violation can resultin a
3,000,000 won fine.

« The following areas restrict the entry
of the dangerous dogs: kindergar-
tens, nurseries, elementary schools,
special schools for disabled children,
facilities for the elderly, facilities for
the disabled, children’s parks and
children’s play facilities.

Off-leash pet playgrounds
Check out these pet playgrounds near
U.S. bases where your pets can freely run
and make some friends! Proof that your
dog is registered is required. Please note
that some of parks may restrict the entry
of the five dangerous dog breeds.
Modumaru in Agro-Ecological Park
near Camp Humphreys
*Hours: 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. (Nov.-Feb.)
/ 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. (Mar.-Oct.)
eAddress: 1033 Sukseong-ri, DEsA0)]
Oseong-myeon
*Admission: Free Opg
Ichung Leports Park near
Osan Air Base
«Hours: 10 a.m. — 8 p.m. (Closed on
Mon. and holidays)
eAddress: 149 Janganut-gil, [®]
Pyeongtaek-si VR,
*Admission: Free
Dalseo Pet Playground
near the bases in Daegu
*Hours: 9 a.m. — 6 p.m. (Mar.-Oct.)
/9 am. — 5 p.m. (Nov.-Feb.) /
Closed on Mon. and holidays
«Address: San 28 Jang-dong,
Dalseo-gun, Daegu
*Admission: small dogs
- 2,000 won / big dogs -
3,000 won

[m] e [a]
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- Hyemin Lee

How to travel
with your pet

e all love our furry friends! Traveling with
Wa pet is a great way to share some nice

memories with Fido, but be prepared for
some minor inconveniences along your journey. In
South Korea, every transport company has particular
rules regarding pets, so it’s important to plan ahead.
If you've traveled with pets before or are just begin-
ning to, you'll want to take note of the tips below.
Taking your pet on a train

Korail and SRT trains allow cats and dogs smaller
than 23.62 inches long on their express or slower
trains. However, your pet must fit comfortably in a
pet carrier under the seat in front of you or on your
lap.

The carrier must not exceed 45¢cm x 30cm x 25¢m
for Korail and SRT’s carry-on requirements and the
total weight of the carrier and pet must be less than
22 pounds.

Among the list of prohibited pets or animals are
fighting dogs, such as pit bull terriers, Dobermanns
and German shepherds, as well as rodents, reptiles,
and birds of prey. None of these rules apply to regis-
tered service dogs as they are allowed on the train for
passengers with disabilities.

Follow the rules

« Your carrier must be covered.

« Carry your pet’s vaccination certificate and card at
all times.

« Your pet must remain in the carrier.

» Avoid blocking aisles or doorways with the pet car-
rier.

« Etiquette: Bathe your furry travel companion and
control feed 4 to 5 hours before boarding a train.
TIP: Though the KTXs first-class ticket (for an adult)
is more spacious and a little more expensive, it could
be a good choice if you want some space for the car-
rier. If you've spent enough time on the rail system in
Korea, you may have noticed many pet lovers place
their travel kennel at the end of a train car or spacious
luggage space between first-class and business-class
train, standing close by them.

On the subway

Most of the subway providers around the nation
don’t have accurate animal policy for boarding a pet,
but the companies allow you to travel if you have your
small pet in a carrier. Visit the line’s own website for
more information.

On the express bus

Most of the bus companies allow only small pets
weighing under 11 pounds on board and only if they
are in a carrier. Some companies’ policies state they
reserve the right to refuse pets on their vehicles. If
your pet is allowed on the bus, make sure they’re
on their best behavior as drivers have discretionary
power.



Spouse

employment

ighth Army and per-
sonnel managers want
to make sure military

spouses have as many oppor-
tunities as possible to achieve
employment while serving
with their service member in
the Far East Region. Eighth
Army has made strides to ease
the process of hiring military
spouses such as policies em-
phasizing spouse preference
in hiring procedures. These
polices include use of an “ex-
pedited referral list” and au-
thorizing candidates for select
Eighth Army positions to com-
plete drug testing and physi-
cal examinations AFTER they
arrive to the peninsula rather
than beforehand — with ex-
ceptions being for positions
which are Testing Designated
Positions and those with man-
datory requirements for physi-
cal examinations.

Websites to check out
Federal civil service jobs are just
one category of employment on
installations  throughout ~ Korea.
See the below websites on how to
apply for jobs around the
peninsula.

Federal jobs
(including commissary):

Army and Air Force i
Exchange Service jobs:

Army Non-Appropriated
Fund positions:

Air Force Non-Appropriated [E1%5[=]
Fund positions: &

USAG Humphreys
Army Community
Service:

People can also drop by
in person to the Civilian
Personnel Advisory Center in
Bldg. 6420, next to the One
stop Bldg., if they have ques-
tions.

Army Community Service
offices around the peninsula
also have an Employment
Readiness Program what of-
fers info on contractor jobs,
employment classes and career
advice.

The best way for spouses to
apply for jobs is still www.
USAJOBS.gov. Spouses can
build their resumes, attach
documents and also use set-
tings to build automated job
referrals. Once a search is
built, the system will auto-
matically send job opening
announcements via email. Be
sure to select the “military
spouse preference” option.

U.S. Army Garrison-
Humphreys Army Community
Service has information on
home-based business oppor-
tunities and requirements
including classes and appli-
cations. Home Base Business
Training is provided every sec-
ond and fourth Friday of each
month at Army Community
Service (ACS) from 9 a.m. to
10 a.m. The program guid-
ance is U.S. Army Garrison
Humphreys Policy Letter #78,
which is signed by the U.S.
Army  Garrison-Humphreys
commander. ACS is located
on the first floor in Bldg. 6400
(Maude Hall), room B107. Call
DSN 315-757-2369 for more
information.

Spouses who are permitted
to telework back to their pri-
vate sector companies located
in CONUS does not trigger
SOFA visa issues. Republic of
Korea employment permits are

required if the military spouse
is working on the Korean econ-
omy, but not for telework for
CONUS located companies.

Daegu employment Info

For USAG Daegu and Area
IV community members inter-
ested in employment opportu-
nities and learning more, visit
the Army Community Service
office at the Soldier Support
Center on Camp Walker
and sign up for the Spouse
Newcomers Orientation held
the 2nd Thursday of every
month. There is also a sepa-
rate Employment Readiness
Workshop held the same day
each month in the afternoon.

The spouse orientation starts
at 9 a.m., a meal is provided
to attendees at lunch, and the
employment workshop be-
gins at 12:30 p.m. Community
members may choose to attend
one or both.

For more information or to
register for one of the upcom-
ing employment readiness pro-
gram events, workshops or job
fairs, visit ACS or call 0503-
363-4497 or DSN 763-4497.
To search for federal jobs in
USAG Daegu and Area IV, go
to www.usajobs.gov and type

Photo by U.S. Army

“Taegu” in the location block.

Job fairs
Local USFK communities

regularly host post sponsored
job fairs which enable employ-
ment opportunities to happen
on the spot in some cases.
Common employers at job
fairs include: US Army Civilian
Employment, DOD Civilian em-
ployment, NAF Employment,
AAFES, Community Bank,
DeCA, DODEA, Invited
Contractors, local MSEP ven-
dors. There are normally no reg-
istration requirements and the
events are free. Participation is
normally limited to CAC card-
holders only.

Contact your local ACS for

more on job fairs:

* Area I/ll/IIl: Mr. Eric Burton at:
eric.d.burton.civ@mail.mil.

» Area IV: Camp Walker ACS
Room 211, Bldg. 330 & DSN
763-4426

* https://daegu.armymwr.com/
programs/army-com- ;
munity-service/em- k3
ployment-readiness (eI

* Osan: Airmen &
Family Readiness Center -
Bldg. 769, 784-5440

— U.S. Forces Korea

For more culture, travel, food and more, be sure to check out korea.stripes.com




The IBrian D. Allgood Army Community
Hospital on Camp Humphreys.
Photo by Matthew Keeler/Stars and Stripe

Medical and TRICARE |

roops and family mem-

bers receive medical and

dental care in both mili-
tary treatment facilities and host
nation facilities upon referral
from their primary care man-
ager. All eligible patients receive
access to high-quality health care
governed by DOD and TRICARE
regulations and guidelines.

Once the spon-

military and their eligible depen-
dents utilizing Tricare Overseas
Prime. Eligible retirees or non-
command  sponsored fam-
ily members can receive medical

care on a space-available basis.
Any specialty care not avail-
able on on-post will be referred
through the local TRICARE office
to either local Korean Hospital
or the Brian D.

sor has been as- Allgood Army
signed a Primary Related links Community
Care Manager Hospital
(Provider),  fam- 65th Medical Brigade (BDAACH) at
ily members & US Army Humphreys.
. MEDDAC-Korea

go to either the If you re-
Brian D. Allgood [= E quire specialty
Army Community : 3 care and cannot
Hospital (=] be seen at the
(Humphreys Only) BDAACH, you

or to the USAG
Daegu Medical
Clinic if assigned to
Daegu. Note: Areas
I and II are non-
command  spon-
sored areas with
only clinics at K-16 and Casey for
soldiers only. If you do not regis-
ter, when you call the centralized
appointment line, your appoint-
ment may be at another location.

Medical care and services are
routinely available to active-duty

Korean Network Hospitals

Tricare Overseas

could be sent to
a local Korean
Hospital.
Tricare has
agreements
with many hos-
pitals in Korea
and going to these hospitals, as
Command Sponsored active duty
family members, is no different
than going to a military treat-
ment facility as there is no co-pay
or deductible costs.

Non-command sponsored

AREA1

e SR~

—

families or civilian employees
and their families going to an off-
post hospital will have to pay the
cost of the visit in full, prior to
departing the hospital. You will
then have to submit the bill to
Tricare or your insurance compa-
ny for reimbursement. There are
several local hospitals and clin-
ics now that will process through
Tricare and civilian insurance
companies.

Dental care
ere are military dentists
available on-post in each
of the areas in Korea ex-
cept in Area II. These dentists
mostly work on soldiers. Family
members are required to get
the bulk of their dental treat-
ment off-post utilizing the same

dental insurance and the same
cost/deductibles as in the States.
Family members are seen for
non-pediatric cleaning from 7:30
a.m. — 3:30 p.m. depending on
availability. A great many of the
Korean dentists have also been
trained and are board—certified
in the U.S. You can expect the
same treatment and services off-
post in Korea as you had in the
U.S. One exception is for children
aged 12 and under at USAG-H.
There are pediatric dentists on
staff who see all command spon-
sored children under age 12 for
basic dental procedures. Please
note for orthodontic care, unless
you are military, plan on getting
this care off-post.

— U.S. Forces Korea

Uijeongbu St. Mary’s

1.4 miles from Casey Clinic

AREA 2
Adaptable Human Solutions
Asan Medical Center
Samsung Medical Center
Seoul National University
Seoul St. Mary’s Hospital
Severance Hospital

The Mind Care

Yeouido St. Mary’s Hospital
You & Me Psychological

AREA 3 (Camp Humphreys)

2.3 miles from USAG Yongsan
9.9 miles from USAG Yongsan
12 miles from USAG Yongsan
54 miles from USAG Yongsan
4.2 miles from USAG Yongsan
5.4 miles from USAG Yongsan
5.3 miles from USAG Yongsan
3.1 miles from USAG Yongsan
4.7 miles from USAG Yongsan

Ajou University Medical Center
CHA Bundan Medical Center
Dankook University Hospital

Good Morning Hospital

Hallym University Dongtan
Pyeongtaek St. Mary’s Hospital
Seoul National University Bundang
St.Vincent Hospital

Yonsei Dawoom Hospital

Seoul Counseling Center -
Pyeongtaek Branch

You and me (YPCS) Pyeongtaek Office

80 years in the Pacific

28 miles from Anjeong-ri Gate
42 miles from Anjeong-ri Gate
20 miles from Anjeong-ri Gate
8.1 miles from Anjeong-ri Gate
28 miles from Anjeong-ri Gate
8.7 miles from Anjeong-ri Gate
36 miles from Anjeong-ri Gate
28.5miles from Anjeong-ri Gate
8.5 miles from Anjeong-ri Gate
1 miles from Anjeong-ri Gate

8.5 miles from Anjeong-ri Gate

AREA 4

Chilgok Kyungpook National
Daegu Catholic University Hospital
Daegu Fatima Hospital

Gumi CHA Hospital

Hyosung Hospital

Keimyong University Dongsan
Pohang St. Mary’s Hospital
Samsung Changwon Hospital
Women Medi Park Hospital
Gunsan Medical Center
Wonkwang University Hospital
Yeungnam University Hospital

4~ Remote Area (Busan)
Aiel Pediatrics
Queen's Park Women'’s Hospital
Mindcare Center Institute
Pusan National University Hospital
Busan St. Mary’s Hospital

13 miles from Camp Walker gate 4
3 miles from Camp Walker gate 4
5.5 miles from Camp Walker gate 4
34 miles from Camp Walker gate 4
2 miles from Camp Walker gate 4
4.2 miles from Camp Walker gate 4
59 miles from Camp Walker gate 4
60 miles from Camp Walker gate 4
4 miles from Camp Walker gate 4
140 miles from Camp Walker gate 4
114 miles from Camp Walker gate 4
2.2 miles from Camp Walker gate 4

0.4 miles from Zenith Towers
2 miles from Zenith Towers
2.5 miles from Zenith Towers
14 miles from Zenith Towers
7.7 miles from Zenith Towers

Inje University Haeundae Paik Hospital 5.1 miles from Zenith Towers



Care at Korean hospitals

ost Network Korean
Hospitals have an
International Clinic

with English-speaking staffto assist
you. Active-duty personnel must
wear civilian clothing while visit-
ing Korean hospitals. TRICARE
Prime Beneficiaries must have a
referral before going to a Korean
Network Hospital unless it is for
urgent or emergent care.

When visiting one of our
Korean Network Hospitals, you
can expect a modern design and
atmosphere with the same up to
date technology as you would ex-
pect in the United States. Most of
the signs will be in Hangul, with
English translation to make it
easier for international visitors
to navigate through the hospital.
Many of the staff speak some
English and understand English,
as long as you speak slowly and
clearly. Our network providers
will make every effort to under-
stand your needs and concerns
while attending to your care.

Many of the hospitals have
interpreters during normal busi-
ness hours. If you need assis-
tance, the International Clinic
will be glad to help and make
sure that communication is clear,
minimizing unneeded stress.
Bringing a trusted friend or col-
league who speaks Korean is also

an option.
The Brian D. Allgood
Healthcare Management

Division / TRICARE Service
Center is also here to help if you
have difficulties or concerns with
your care at a Network Hospital.
Healthcare Management
Division / TRICARE office DSN
phone numbers are: (315) 737-
1433. To dial a DSN number from
your cell phone, dial 05033 and
the last six numbers of the DSN
phone number. For example, to
dial DSN 737-1433, dial 0503
3371433.

Emergency care

When seeking emergency care
at a Korean hospital after hours,
be advised that the International

Clinics might be closed. Some of
the hospitals have a 24/7 English
speaking service phone number.
Usually, emergency rooms will
reach out to an English-speaking
person as well. In case of an
emergency, you can always call
International SOS who manages
your care overseas at 080-429-
0880. If you are a TRICARE
Prime beneficiary, Korean hospi-
tals in the network will file claims
for you. If you are a TRICARE
Select beneficiary, be prepared to
pay 100% up front and then file a
claim to be reimbursed. Note: If
you are off base and need an am-
bulance, call 119 or 112 for police
assistance.

Cultural awareness

Brian D. Allgood Healthcare
Management Division wants to
ensure that there is continuity
of care and seamless delivery of
healthcare between our MTFs
and Korean hospitals. However,
we recognize that cultural dif-
ferences do exist. The food, for
example, might not be what you
expect, even the western menu.
You might note that the medical
staff do not always wear gloves
during every procedure like they
do in the U.S. During childbirth
and delivery, many hospitals will
not allow the father to be in the
room. No Korean hospital will
allow the father to be present
during a C-section. You may ex-
perience alonger stay at a Korean
network hospital than a western
hospital as their approach to
medicine and the healing process
is different.

Although many hospitals have
relaxed visiting hours, 8 p.m. is
considered the traditional time
to conclude a visit so that pa-
tients can get needed rest.
If you happen to share a
room with another pa-
tient, it is best to refrain
from playing loud music
(use earphones) and if
you need to make a call
using your cell phone
and are capable of

walking, use the common area.

Korean medical practice is also
different than Western medi-
cine. You might be used to be-
ing involved in the planning of
your care, however, in Korean
medicine the patient relies on
the health professional’s medi-
cal opinion and care adminis-
tered without questioning. All
the clinical decisions are made by
the doctor, who then gives guid-
ance and direction to the staff.
Nurses, in particular, do not act
as independent professionals, as
American nurses do. If you are
an in-patient and you need some-
thing to help you sleep or if you
are having pain, advise the nurse
as early as possible so that they
may get the required order from
your doctor.

Korean doctors tend to engage
their patients less in the manage-
ment of their cases. Often, the
discussions with patients and
family are limited. The doctor
might seem to be directive or un-
communicative, but this might be
due to limited English-speaking
ability or the reluctance to use
their English. Increasingly, many
physicians in Korea have been
trained abroad or understand the
special needs of their American
patients. Keep in mind that the
goal is the same for all health-
care professionals and that
is to deliver the best qual-
ity of care and return you
to an optimal state of
health.

Navigating Korean
Hospitals Handbook

T
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Language services

Navigating Korean Network
Hospitals without understand-
ing the language can be frustrat-
ing for anyone. MyCare Overseas
App provides local language sup-
port via Microsoft Translate or
easily connecting with real-time
telephonic language assistance.

Shuttle services

Some Korean hospitals, like
Samsung Medical Center, pro-
vide free shuttle service to and
from appointments, so check
with each hospital. Also, if you
have a medical appointment at
a Korean hospital, your MTF will
also provide courtesy shuttle ser-
vices during the daytime. Call the
TRICARE Service Center in your
area for more information.
Area I: Mobile 010-7116-6461 /
010-9000-0674
Area lI: Not Available
Areallll: DSN 737-1433 or
0503-337-1433
Area IV: Mobile 010-5555-3342

-USFK
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EYE CLINIC

Your Vision

Specialized Eye Treatments at
Samsung Miracle Eye Clinic

Sam&:ung Miracle Eye Clinic is a leading provider of
comprehensive eye care services dedicated to preserving
and enhancing vision for patients of all ages.

With a team of skilled ophthalmaologists, optometrists, and
support nurses, we offer a range of services, from
comprehensive eye exams to advanced surgical
procedures.

Vision Care Services Vision Correction Procedures Specialized Services
« Comprehensive eye exams = SMILE / SMILE PRO / LASIK / » Government-authorized _
LASEK and ICL International healthcare provider

» Advanced diagnostics

, » Cataract & Preshyopia surger « Pick-up 5 Drop-off services
* Treatment of eye diseases Boiaritar 4op Jery (3+ customers by appointment)
* Dry eye care * [nsurance Assistance

(M +82-10-4458-2318 [OFEF:
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Stepping out of my one-bedroom cabin, T head to
the Java Caf¢ to savor a cup of coffee goodness as
the crisp morningair embraces me. Just across the
road, not fifty feet away, a small gaggle of Hawai-
ian Néné geese leisurely forage across the dewy
lawn. A smile tugs at my lips as I watch these
exquisite, protected creatures go about their
morning ritual, undisturbed by my presence.
Suddenly, the first golden rays of sunlight crest
over the towering ohia trees, igniting the sky in a
breathtaking symphony of amber, crimson, and
tangerine hues. Savoring the rich, bold notes of
my coffee, I stroll onto the sprawling lawn, giving
my Néné companions a respectful berth while
reflecting on my enchanting arrival at Kilauea
Military Camp.

Just yesterday, on a tranquil Friday afternoon, I
arrived in the charming seaside town of Hilo,
where I swiftly procured my rental car and began
my ascent into the ethereal landscapes of Hawai'i
Volcanoes National Park. Perched at an elevation
of 4,000 feet above sea level, KMC has stood as a
serene retreat since the early 1900s. Upon arrival,
[ was met with the warm smile k at the front desk,
who ensured a seamless check-in, providing a
thorough briefing on the camp’s abundant ameni-
ties before sending me off to my cozy cabin.

After refreshing myself from the long journey, I
meandered over to the Crater Rim Café for a
well-earned meal. The cool mountain air carried a
whisper of nostalgia as I admired the historic
buildings nestled amidst the ohia trees, their
delicate lehua blossoms a striking contrast against

E‘A -._5: -...:'_1‘"!"‘:"2""" -

the deep greens of the foliage. The architecture
exuded a captivating duality—part Army camp,
part mountain sanctuary. Entering the café, I was
greeted with another warm smile from the
cashier, who enthusiastically recommended the
Beer Battered Ono Fish and Chips special. The
meal was nothing short of delightful—crisp,
golden fillets accompanied by a fresh salad, a
refreshing beverage, and a delectable dessert, all
complemented by a final, aromatic cup of coffee.

As I lingered over my drink, soft strains of music
drifted from somewhere nearby. Curious, I
inquired with the cashier, who pointed toward an
exquisite stained-glass door. "Just through there,’
she said with a knowing smile, "you’ll find the
Lava Lounge."

Drawn by intrigue, I followed her direction and
stepped into a cozy, pub-like sanctuary brimming
with life. A welcoming hum of conversation filled
the air as guests sat at the U-shaped bar and
around intimate tables and booths, some indulg-
ing in burgers, quesadillas, and fries. Families,
couples, and solo travelers alike reveled in the
warmth of the space, all under the gentle embrace
of a small band playing contemporary Hawaiian
melodies. The bartender caught my eye and, after
a brief and amiable exchange, suggested a
Longboard. As I took my first sip of the smooth,
golden ale, a deep sense of contentment washed
over me, my travel fatigue dissolving into the
harmony of the music and the convivial
ambiance.

Before retreating to my cabin, I remembered the
friendly front desk clerk’s mention of the camp
store. A short walk from the Lava Lounge led me
to the KMC General Store, where I found an
impressive selection of snacks, beverages, grocer-
ies, and charming souvenirs. After selecting a few
treats, flavored water, and a bundle of firewood
for my cabin’s inviting fireplace, I made my way to

wit'¢ Yeleanic Faradice.

the register. The affable store clerk engaged me in
lighthearted conversation, thoughtfully remind-
ing me to grab a lighter—a simple yet invaluable
suggestion for my evening plans.

Back in the comfort of my cabin, I set about
building a cozy fire, the flickering flames casting a
golden glow across the room as I settled in with a
movie. At last, exhaustion crept over me, and I
surrendered to the plush embrace of my bed,
pulling the warm covers snugly around me. My
final thought before sleep claimed me was simple
yet sincere: "What a perfect ending to a long day
of travel."

My reverie is gently interrupted by the familiar
honking of the Néné geese nearby. Lifting my

gaze, | am met with an exquisite sight—a radiant
rainbow, luminous against the morning mist,
arching gracefully over the parade field. Beneath
it, the American flag flutters resolutely at the
peak of the flagpole, kissed by the light morning
breeze. A deep sense of serenity washes over me,
and a smile spreads across my face as I revel in this
perfect moment. I am profoundly grateful for my
decision to explore this hidden gem—Kilauea
Military Camp, a place where history, nature, and
tranquility intertwine in the most enchanting of
ways. ALOHA!

Visit www.kilaueamilitarycamp.com.
Facebook: @ KMCHAWAII
Instagram: @kmcvolcano




Explore Korea’s
true flavor

n Korea, there is no end to what people can see and experi-
I ence, but trying Korean food is on the top of most visitor to-do

lists! So let’s explore some of the dishes that are sure to im-
press you with Korea’s true flavor!

Bibimbap: Rice with nutrient-packed flavor
Bibimbap, or cooked rice mixed with vegeta-
bles, sautéed beef, and twigak (dried seaweed
or vegetables fried in oil) is one of the defini-
tive Korean dishes in the eyes of Koreans and
also globally. There are three common beliefs
about the origin of bibimbap. One theory is that
it stemmed from the practice of mixing bap (cooked
rice) with other dishes used for the ancestral rite of eumbok.
Others say that bibimbap originated from mixing leftovers togeth-
er as a midnight snack on Lunar New Year’s Eve. The last theory is
that farmers out working the fields would each bring a portion of
food to be mixed together and divided evenly.

Samgye-tang: Rejuvenate yourself during the sweltering summer

Samgye-tang is made by simmering a whole young chicken
stuffed with ginseng, hedysarum root, jujubes, and sweet rice.
. Considered an energy-boosting dish best eaten on

hot days, it is a classic Korean dish that has be-
% come popular among international diners as
well. Many restaurants even add samgye-tang
to their menu during the summer, an example
of its popularity. Japanese author Murakami
Ryu and Chinese film director Zhang Yimou
have both given extensive praise to the dish.

Bulgogi: Sweet treats for special days

Bulgogi is prepared by marinating thin slices
of beef before grilling them. In the past, the
royal court and yangban (nobles) in Seoul
called it neobiani, meaning “wide meat slic-
es.” Traditional grilled meat dishes in Ko- :
rea originated from a dish called maekjeok. . - :
Maek was the name of the northeast region of v
China, and is also a reference to Goguryeo, one of the
earliest Korean kingdoms. Maekjeok is made with barbecued beef
skewers, and according to folklore, evolved into present-day bulgo-
gi through the introduction of grills, which made skewers obsolete.

S

Naengmyeon: Cool and refreshing noodle soup

Naengmyeon, cold buckwheat noodles, is considered a summer
food, but that wasn’t always the case. It used to be enjoyed over
a warm ondol floor (subfloor heating system)
during the freezing winter temperatures. The
broth was made with the brine of dongchimi
(radish water kimchi) scooped out of a large
jar half-buried in the ground during the
winter. Although its origin remains unclear,
based on the fact that buckwheat was intro-

Welcome to the Pacific 2025-26

duced by the Mongol Empire during the Goryeo Dynasty, it is theo-
rized that Koreans first began eating it around that time.

Kimchi: Over 1,500 years of fermented tradition

Kimchi is a fermented dish made with veg-
etables and a variety of seasoning ingredients. A==
There are over 300 varieties, but when it was P
first made prior to the Three Kingdoms Period
(AD 57-668), it required a very simple recipe .3
of salting and storing napa cabbage in a ceramic
container for fermentation. In the old days, kim-
chi was an important source of vitamins in the winter, when fresh
vegetables were unavailable. What was originally a simple salted
pickle has now become a complex dish requiring assorted season-
ings and varying according to climate, geographical conditions, lo-
cal ingredients, methods of preparation and preservation.

Sundubu-jjigae: The best source of protein

Sundubu starts out being made in the same manner as ordinary
tofu; first boiling soymilk then coagulating it by add-
_ing brine. But it leaves out the later steps of drain-
ing and pressing the lumpy bean curds, giving
it an easy-to-digest silky, light texture. In Cho-
* dang Maeul, a village famous for its sundubu,
3 w. clean water from the East Sea is used as brine for
P thickening. It started when Chodang Heoyeop, a
magistrate of Gangneung region during the mid-six-
teenth century of Joseon Dynasty, discovered that the water from
a spring in the front yard of his office tasted so fresh that he made
tofu from the spring water and used sea water instead of brine. The
name Chodang was then adopted from Heoyeop’s pen name.

Mandu: A dish dating back to the Goryeo Dynasty

Mandu (dumpling) is made by placing a filling of ——==——"=
ground meat and vegetables onto a round, thinly /= :
rolled wrapper and sealing the edges. They were ‘
initially prepared for ancestral rites or banquets and &
enjoyed as a special dish for cold winter days. When
discussing the origin of Korean dumplings, a famous
folk song called “Ssanghwajeom” (dumpling shop) from
the Goryeo Dynasty is frequently mentioned. The song describes how
a group of Uyghurs arrived and opened up dumpling shops, and also
how the people of the day greatly enjoyed the dish. Some people refer
to the song and joke that a Mongol who opened a dumpling shop in
1279 may have been the first foreign investor to live in Korea.

Galbi-jjim: Soft and tender, the quintessential holiday food
Galbi-jjim (braised short ribs) is made from the
finest and most expensive cut of beef. As such,
galbi-jjim is usually eaten on special occasions or g8
holidays, when family members come together.ft
Korean cooking consists of a large number of§ =
braised dishes that require considerable culinary . _-.
skill. Galbi-jjim is one such dish, growing in popu-\\‘
larity among international diners as well. When mak-
ing galbi-jjim, the fat on the short ribs is carefully removed before
braising. Carrots, ginkgo nuts and chestnuts are added, and finally
pyogo (shitake mushroom) and egg garnish are sprinkled on top to
complete the preparation process. Glazed with soy sauce, galbi-jjim
not only has a rich taste, but a mouth-watering visual presentation.




Jeyuk-bokkeum (spicy stir-fried pork) is one
of the best-known dishes cooked with gochu-
¢ jang. It is a stir-fried dish with thick slices of
pork shoulder marinated in hot gochu-jang and
minced ginger. Before the 1950s, it was report-
edly made using only scallion, black pepper, and

soy sauce, but the current form of gochu-jang-mar-
inated jeyuk-bokkeum is believed to have appeared sometime af-
terwards. Because it is a hearty yet inexpensive meat option, young
people on limited budgets favor jeyuk-bokkeum. Youngsters often
list it as their favorite food, and many Korean mothers will talk about
how their son can “finish a pound of jeyuk-bokkeum in one sitting.”

Japchae: A classic dish on festive days

Japchae (glass noodles with sautéed vegetables)
is made by boiling glass noodles, then draining
and mixing them with stir-fried spinach, car-
rots, mushrooms, beef and onions. The term ]
japchae is a combination of jap, meaning ';;-
“mix, gather, or plentiful” and chae, meaning
“vegetables.” Thus, it can be translated as “as-
sorted mixed vegetables.” No Korean festivity is
complete without japchae. It has long been perceived
as a luxurious and elegant dish, and was always served on birthdays,
weddings and 60th birthday celebrations. Japchae was first created
in the 17th century when King Gwanghaegun hosted a palace ban-
quet. It is recorded in the Gwanghaegun Ilgi (Daily Records of King
Gwanghaegun’s Reign) that Yi Chung, one of the king’s favorites,
had the habit of personally presenting unusual dishes to the king.
Gwanghaegun relished these dishes so much that he would not start
a meal until they arrived. Among these unique dishes was japchae,
which the king favored over all the rest.

T

Gimbap: A full meal in a single roll
™\  Gimbap is made by spreading white rice on a sheet
of gim (dried laver), layering it with spinach, pick-
- led radish, carrots, egg, and beef, and then rolling
& it up like sushi. It was in the 1960s and 70s that the
gimbap we know today - rolled up into a cylindrical
form - became popular. This rice-roll was the default
picnic lunch for annual spring and autumn school out-
ings. Many Koreans fondly remember eating the end pieces of the
rolls while their mothers prepared gimbap on the morning of school
field trips.

Tteok-bokki: The most popular snack

Originally, tteok-bokki was not a spicy dish.
In the royal courts of Joseon, it was prepared
by simmering beef, carrots, onions, pyogo

(shitake mushroom) and other ingredients
together with rice cakes in soy sauce. The color-
ful ingredients made it visually appealing as well as nutritional. It
is believed that tteok-bokki seasoned with spicy gochu-jang paste
first appeared in the 1950s and became widely popular later during
the 1970s.

Food
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BY HYEMIN LEE

important. So is complimenting the person offering you

something to eat. Also, at most restaurants you can get
unlimited refills for most side dishes, so don’t hesitate to ask
for more!

In Korean culture, statements before and after a meal are

m'm going to eat well (Greeting before eating)
Jal meok-get-seum-nida (& H7l&LICH
m( ate well (Greeting after eating)
Jal meo-geo-sseum-nida (& HA&LICH

mEnjoy your meal / food

Ma-sit-ge deu-se-yo (UM EMIL)
m(t’s really delicious

Neomu ma-sisseo-yo (L5

m What’s this?
Igeon mwo yeyo?
(0l FHoll?)

[Y’s really delicious.

Write Korean below

m Can | have thie? / Ull have thig one
Igeo juse-yo (0|74 FAM|L)
mCan [ have more of this?

Igeo deo jusil su isseo-yo?
(0174 Tf A 4= 2loi27)

mE xcuse me (When you eall
a waiter/waitresg)
Yeogi-yo (0{7|2)

—

Pm going to eat well!
(Greeting before eating)

Write Korean below

lllustration by Hyemin Lee

Dakgangjeong: Second to none and goes with any drink

Dakgangjeong is made by deep-frying chick-
en coated with flour. The fried chicken is then /%
smothered in a sweet sauce that has been boiled
down to a thick consistency. The dish, sold at
Jungang Market, is unique in that it is served
cold. The dakgangjeong is so famous because of
its sweet and spicy taste, and despite being served
cold, it is not soggy, but crisp and chewy.

— Korea Tourism Organization
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USO strengthens e
troops and families u»

ince 1941, the USO has provided America’s love and sup-

port to our service members and their families no mat-

ter where they go. The USO strengthens the
wellbeing of our military community by keeping = -
e -

them connected to family, home and country. USO - -
friends. Holiday events can include Lunar New Year

Korea offers center amenities to help relax and un-
wind as well as a wide variety of programs and ser-
vices to keep you and your family connected to the
things you often miss from back home.

Whether it is cultural activities or celebrating major holidays,
there are programs available for everyone in the family. Coffee
Connections allows spouses to relax in a comfortable setting,
network, share advice, learn about local events and make new

. luncheons, Valentine’s Day Crafts, Holiday Story

FOR THE PEOPLE wHO sErve. Times and much more! To see the full scope of their
amenities, events, and operating hours, check out

the USO Korea website at https://korea.uso.org/ or the USO

Korea Centers’ Facebook pages and Instagram accounts.

Facebook.com/USOKorea

Instagram: @usokorea

Rest and Relaxation
Air  conditioning/heating,
clean restrooms, board &
table games, playing cards,
massage chairs, sleeping
& quiet area, special event
space, toiletries, sports
lounge and library.

Food and Beverages
Coffee & tea, water, snacks
and food programs.

Multimedia & Gaming
DVD & Blu-ray Players, PS4,
PS5, XBox, TV & cable,
movie theater, NETFLIX,
Disney Plus and UFC/NFL
Game passes.

Connectivity

Free, High-Speed Internet,
Computers and Laptops (with
CAC readers), DSN phones,
commercial phone, charging
stations, desk & work areas,
printers, Wi-Fi, print, copy,
scanning services and Ooma
telephones to call back home
for free.

Travel Services &
Gifts

Local information, transporta-
tion information, JSA tours by
Hanatour ITC.

*Amenities may differ slightly
from location to location

USO Korea Lounges
*Rodriguez Range Lounge

Rodriguez Live Fire Complex, Bldg. 01378
*Warrior Base Lounge Bldg. S-266, 2F
*Camp Carroll Lounge Bldg. 139, 1F

Fast-track your success! FREE professional and educa-
tional support. Connect with a USO Transition Specialist.
Scan the QR code to begin your journey!

USO Mobile App: To learn about USO programs
and services near you, make sure to download the
USO Mobile App, for both iPhone and Android.

GETITON # Download on the
}' Google Play « App Store
I@l Follow us on social media

VOLUNTEERS: Interested in joining an awesome
family during your time away from home? We are
always looking for passionate volunteers at all our lo-
cations! Please register online at volunteers.uso.org
to join the team. We can’t wait to meet you!

VO ER
SPOTLIGHT

Learn more about USO Korea at korea.uso.org

80 years in the Pacific



A Lifetime, -
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y first experience with the American
M Forces Network, AFN, was all the way
back in 1990. I was eight years old and
my family moved oversees for the first time when
my father was assigned to Aviano Air Base, Italy.
Back then AFN was a radio station and a single
over-the-air TV channel that went off air late at
night. We were glad to have it! It meant the world
to turn on the radio and hear another American
who was living where we lived and experiencing
the same day to day as us. Before everyone had
easy access to the internet in their homes, AFN
TV, radio, and Stars and Stripes were our only
links to what was going on back home.
I've lived through the growth of AFN, first as a

USO Camp Casey

Bldg. 2648

Beside the Casey Bus Terminal
DSN: 722-0378
Facebook.com/CASEYUSO
Instagram: @usocasey

USO Osan AB

Bldg. 916, across from Chili’s
DSN: 784-0469
Facebook.com/USOatOSAN
Instagram: @uso_osan_ab

= afn-now.myafn.net [EERAN

consumer during stops in Italy, Germany and
Turkey. I remember watching so many impor-
tant events on AFN, everything from the Super
® Bowl to the tragedy of 9/11. Whether it was TV
6r.local radio, I always felt informed and con-
i nected to what was happening back home.

S When it was time to do something with my
® life, I could think of nothing better than be-
ing a part of AFN, so I enlisted in
the Air Force as a Radio & Televi-
sion Broadcaster. After training, I
started my first job with AFN as a

and later worked at AFN Baghdad,

AFN Naples, AFN Tokyo and now I'm the Sta-
tion Manager at AFN Okinawa. I loved the job
and mission since I first turned on AFN radio 35
years ago, and that passion has only grown as a
member of the team.

The world has changed a lot since then and so
has AFN. Now AFN boasts eight TV channels,
including dedicated movie and news channels,
and two channels exclusively for sports. AFN has
even moved into the digital arena with AFN Go
and AFN Now.

With AFN Go, you can stream all AFN’s ra-
dio offerings, including channels dedicated to
sports, news and specialized music stations. AFN
Now is AFN’s video streaming service, which of-
fers both live and video-on-demand television
programming and movies. Most excitedly for

USO Camp Humphreys - Maude Hall
Bldg. 6400, Room P103 & H105

USOCampCasey ~ DSN: 757-8025/6
® Maude Hall was previously known as One Stop
Facebook.com/uso.humphreys
Instagram: @usohumphreys
USO Osan AB

‘USO Camp Humphreys - Maude Hall
USO Camp Humphreys - Sentry Village

Radio DJ at AFN Misawa, Japan, PACIFIC Wherever you're stationed in the

afngo.net

sports fans, on AFN Now you can enjoy live and
video-on-demand broadcasts of the NFL, NBA,
NHL, MLB, UFC, and much more!

You can download AFN Now and AFN Go for
free from Google Play or the Apple App Store,
or visit MyAFN.dodmedia.osd.mil, to download
the app. Along with the latest program sched-
ules and frequently asked questions, the My
AFN website has links to the radio
app, AFN Go, and for streaming
music, information, and even pod-
casts.

Pacific, you can count on AFN sta-
tion managers and their radio DJs to be the gold
standard, engaged with local communities and
connected to their audiences. Your AFN Pacific
team is dedicated to providing the most deserv-
ing audience in the world the very best enter-
tainment, news and sports.

As AFN continues to evolve, please help us
meet your needs by providing feedback. You can
do this by visiting MyAFN.dodmedia.osd.mil
and clicking on the “contact us” tab. The site also
gives you access to our TV and radio schedules
and updates on programming updates.

AFN is here for you! Thank you for watching
and listening!

— MSgt Mike Hutchinson
Station Manager, AFN Okinawa

Bldg. P301

Across the street from the 2ID Museum
DSN: 755-3713
Facebook.com/uso.humphreys

Instagram: @usohumphreys

USO Camp Walker
[
USO Camp Walker
Bldg. 318

Across the street from the PX
DSN: 763-1431
Facebook.com/USO.CampWalker
Instagram: @usowalker_




Korea ata glance

ondering where to begin your adventure in ROK during your stay? Here P o o
Wis a list of the top must-explore cities boasting all the beauty Korea has P s = S e s
to offer. Also, check out the four host cities of U.S. military bases and ! ”TF .
their top attractions. Go explore and make the best out of your time here! Il 8 Incheon Bridge
- Hyemin Lee Photo courtesy of Kdrea Tourism Organizatior;

Incheon

D M z Paju * ‘With Incheon International Airport and

Though this border city of the two Koreas is popular for the Incheon Port, the city functions as an

| : ﬁ ' Demilitarized Zone tour, Paju is also known as a city of art international hub for industry, logis-

and culture surrounded by beautiful nature. It’s a famous . . - . .
o . . . tics, and tourism. The city is renowned for its 168 islands,
destination for a day trip among families and lovebirds. L .
numerous beaches, historical landmarks, and a wide

T;T\AAZ“::G“:.“S L't g array of leisure activities. }
(p arac |orT1; third tunnel. Dora observatdieA — Top Attractions %‘
arlmun]eom, ¢ third tunne’, grao SeRCE « The Memorial Hall for Incheon Landing Operation afla

- Imjingak Pyeonghwa (Peace) Nuri Park - Paradise City Cimer Spa

+ Majang Lake Suspension Bridge « Songdo Central Park

+ Gamaksan Suspension Bridge « Incheon Chinatown

« Heyri Art Village & Provence Village -——,g_- . Wolmido Island & Wolmi Theme Park ﬁ

+ First Garden (theme park) Mz . Eulwangri Beach e

~ "‘ -

Jeonju \%Suncheon
Jeonju stands as a beautiful historical city sur- Renowned as the “Ecological City,” Suncheon boasts I

p=t=b—2¥ \rounded by picturesque traditional houses (hanok),  nature preserves and captivating landscapes. Also, it showcases

and is also home to tasty local foods such as bibimbap. It’sa per-  a number of unique and exciting sights, such as a 600-year-old

fect destination for backpackers traveling by rail since three major  folk village and beautiful mountain

trains (Mugunghwa, ITX, KTX) stop at Jeonju Station. Many of the temples, making the city a blend of

city’s attractions are in small districts, making it a good place for  culture, nature, and history.

a walking trip.

Top Attractions Guide to
. . Jeonju

+ Jeonju Hanok Village

« Gyeonggijeon Shrine (Bamboo forest)

« Jeonju Hyanggyo (Confucian school)

+ Jaman Mural Village :

- Deokjin park (Famous for lotus flowers)

Top Attractions

» Suncheonman Bay Nature Reserve
« Sunchoenman Bay National Garden
+ Nagan Eupseong Folk Village

« Suncheon Open Film Set

- Songgwangsa Temple

s

= o e * Seonamsa Temple Explore Suncheon City!
« Nambu Outdoor Market Hanok village. l
o
Host city of U.S. military bases Pyeongtaek -~
Dongducheon ﬁwnh its rich flatlands, proximity to Seoul, and
Located on the frontline, the city was ——ryeongtaek Port, it has become a hub for U.S. ) ?1
Ae@rd, once home to a significant U.S. military - - military base installations after the nationwide relo- ™ yvy
population due to its importance in ‘ cations from places like Yongsan‘and Dongducheon. N /
m national defense and security. However, ~ Industrial complexes also attract a significant foreign population to the city. 4 ™y
the numbers have greatly decreased af- ~ U.S.bases: Camp Humphreys, Osan AB (‘J >
ter relocation. From Bosan Station, you ~ Attractions nearby + Jinwicheon Recreation Area
can easily access Seoul by subway, but make sure - Songtan Special Tourist District * Pyeongtaek Agro-Ecological Park
to check the schedule in advance as trains arriveat  « Tongbok Market « Pyeongtaek Port (Marine Center, Main Stteet cafe)
intervals of 10 to 30 minutes. - Sosabeol District (trendy neighborhood) * Starfield Anseong
U.S. bases: Camp Casey, Camp Hovey - Sopung Garden & Baramsae Village ~ * Anseong Farmland
Attractions nearby
« Jihaeng Station (Downtown) 3
- Mt.Soyosan Jejulsland

Korea’s largest island, Jeju is the only
tropical area in Korea. The island is a
popular domestic holiday vacation spot

due to its breathtaking landscapes, untamed

nature and many attractions.

Top Attractions

+ Hallasan National Park + Seongsan lllchulbong (Sunrise Peak)

« Cheonjiyeon Waterfalls - Udo Island

: pis )4 + Jeju Olle Trail + Manjanggul Cave .

Photocourtesy of Pyeongtaek ~ ° Mgg‘;eft e ':;’f.tl:a_ﬂ por (Snorkeling,s'mt_)‘ t 2 m

Argro-Ecolological Park

+ Freedom Protection Peace Museum

» Shinsegye Department Store Uijeongbu
+ Pocheon Herb Island

+ Pocheon Art Valley

S e
“j‘uk, ' ! l

Pocheon Art Valley. Photo cortesy of Korea Tourism Organization

Welcome to the Pacific 2025-26



Chuncheon
The city is home to Dak-galbi (spicy stir-fried chicken),
and a popular destination for leisure trips with a
variety theme parks and natural attractions. Enjoy
Chuncheon year-round as it has water activities to
cool off in the summer and great skiing in the winter. Nearby,
smaller counties like Gapyeong also have great water sports sites
to check out.

Top Attractions
: -,A)A\ + Nami Island
e + Gangchon Rail Park

~ - Soyang-gang River Skywalk i
« Elysian Ski Resort
* LEGOLAND Korea

- Garden of Morning Calm (Gapyeong)

~

&% ¢

Nami Island.

Andong
Andong is often called the capi-
/=====Htal of Korean spiritual culture

as it’s known as the home of
Seonbi (traditional noble scholar). The city
proudly preserves many traditions and
history from the Joseon Dynasty. Visitors
can experience being a traditional scholar
through Seowon (Confucian Academy)
stay programs.
Top Attractions
» Hahoe Folk Village
+ Dosan Seowon and Byeongsan Seowon
(Confucian Academy)
- Bongjeongsa Temple
* Jjimdak (bralsed chicken) Street

Andong Hahoe Folk Village.

Busan
One essential experience you
must have in Korea is visiting

Busan. Busan promises a heavenly getaway
with its stunning beaches and diverse marine
activities. The city’s charm extends beyond its
coastlines, with outdoor markets, mountalns
hot springs, temples and more.
Top Attractions

+ Haeundae Beach

+ Gwangalli Beach

+ Haedong Yonggungsa Temple
- Jagalchi & Gukje market

» Gamcheon Culture Village
+ Huinnyeoul Culture Village  Gwangalli Beach
» Songdo Yonggung Suspension Bridge

* UN Memorial Cemetery

Geoje Island - Tonigyeong

These two cities along the South
@ Sea boast the breathtaking scenery
—of Hallyeo Maritime National Park
with numerous stunning attrac-
t|ons such as cable car rides and
cruise tours. Being just 40 minutes
apart, many explore both cities together.
Top Attractions

* The Hill of Wind
* Oedo-do Botania

+ Hakdong Black

Pearl Pebble Beach J]l:;rélégrft\é\glgf
: Geoje pow camp Korea Tourism Organization
* Geoje Sea World

« Mt. Mireuksan (Cable car, luge ride)
* Hansando Island Enm HEh

el
[®] e e

Geojelsland  Gyeongsang-do

ik

e
Haeundae Beach vs.

Gwangalli Beach.

Gangneung

Gangneung features more than 40 beaches with clean blue water
and white sand of the East Coast, making

it a perfect spot for seaside adventures.
Additionally, many travelers extend their trip to Sokcho
and Yangyang after visiting Gangneung. Yangyang’s
Surfyy Beach is a summer hotspot among young enthu-
siasts while Sokcho is renowned for Seoraksan National -
Park and hot springs.

Top Attractions

« Jeongdongjin Beach (Famous for sunrise viewing)

« Gangmun and Geumijin Beach (Surfing)

« Anmok beach (Coffee street)

+ Daegwallyeong Natural Recreation Forest

The sunrisein
Jeongdongjin beach.

Gyeongju
This coastal city is the ancient capital of the Silla Kingdom, one
/' of the oldest cities of Korea with one thousand years of history.
The whole city is surrounded by numerous cultural heritage sites.
Spring or fall is the best time to visit the city to see the beautiful
assets surrounded by colorful flowers and leaves.
Top Attractions
« Woljeonggyo Bridge
» Cheomseongdae Observatory
« Daereungwon (park of royal tombs)
+ Donggung Palace and Wolji Pond
* Bulguksa Temple

+ Seokguram Grotto E‘

Seokguram of Silla.

i Photo courtesy of Cultural

3 cool activities Guide to Heritage Administration
in Gyeongju Gyeongju

Gunsan Host city of U.S. military base

Gunsan’s various transportation options, including the
airport, trains, and intercity buses, make traveling to other
cities effortless. Travelers are drawn to the “Time Travel
Village,” offering a number of attractions from the late Joseon Era to mod-
ern times. The city’s unique feature is its numerous historical sites from
the Japanese occupation era, reflecting its past role as a hub for transport-
ing rice to Japan.
U.S. base: Kunsan AB
Attractions nearby
« Eunpa Lake Park (trendy neighborhood)
+ Bieung Mapaji-gil Road (Coastal trail near the base)
+ Geumgang Wetland Ecological Park I
« Sinheung-dong Japanese House (Time Travel V|llag§,L

« Gunsan Modern History Museum (Time Travel Village) (&
« Jinpo Maritine Theme Park (Time Travel Village)
« Teddy Bear Museum Gunsan
+ Gyeongam-dong Railroad Town.

Gyeongam-dong Railroad Town.
Photo courtesy of Gunsan City

Daegu
As the fourth most populous city in the ROK, the city offers
diverse shopping, entertainment and recreational oppor-
tunities. Daegu has a large presence of both U.S. and ROK
military bases.
U.S. bases: Camp Walker, Camp Henry, Camp George, Camp Carroll
Attractions nearby
- Dongseong-ro Street (Downtown)
& Sparkland
« Seomun Market (traditional market) &%
« Suseong Lake Resort
+ E-World & 83 Tower
+ Spa Valley
« Daegu Arboretum
« Mt.Palgongsan
- Daegu National Science Museum

Sparkland
Photo courtesy of Korea Tourism Organization
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The Five Royal Palaces Bukchon Hanok Village

The Palaces of Joseon Dynasty are where kings and royal families used  Home to hundreds of traditional houses

to dwell. Renting and wearing the traditional Hanbok clothing is a must- dating back to Joseon Dynasty.

try activity in the areas. B  lkseon-dong

* Gyeongbokgung Palace Deoksugung Palace I 1 'his neighborhood features trendy

» Changdeokgung Palace * Gyeonghuigung Palace cafés gnd res?tauramfcsf in photogenic ¢
. narrow alleys lined with traditional houses.

¥, A

*7This multicultural hub offers diverse options
of foreign cuisine, shopping, and nightlife.

- Z"'hi_ WL IS

Noryangjin Fishmarket
This is a seafood heaven filled with

®1 Myeongdong @’ Namdaemun Market
f‘\ "AaA busy shopping district for Large traditional market offer-

L=cosmetics, clothing, fashion  ing a variety of specialized items. Great for i 5
items and great street food. souvenirs and unique Korean products. [

e . GE VN

o

afa

/I%Dongdaemun Market

{8 Home to the largest shopping district,
‘ " wholesale markets, outdoor markets,
[m] e

i Toy Street, and more.

Hongdae Street
At the center of the latest trends ‘b iWdina i fh
and local youth culture, neighbor- \ g-"CIng 15 oné ot the c

hood is home to unique cafés, local /| - \ [arggst on the Penisula B
— \ [~ andisone of Seoul’s

shops, restaurants, bars and clubs. . . )
. » 4 landmarks. The huge skyscraper has

S ’ /// T / , an observation deck, an aquarium,
3 / \ { - lots of shopping and restaurants.

)
% COEX Mall Lotte World
This is a major recreation complex

This shopping center contains
many popular attractions such as in Seoul with an indoor and outdoor

This towering

The War Memorial of Korea Starfield Library, exhibition halls, amusement park, Folk Museum, and
ice-skating rink.

This museum preserves [
many historical records _F'.
related to the Korean

I- . War and the country’s
X .

Lo X & military.

& Han River Park

-gb The Han River, flowing ~ Gangnam
through the heart of This upscale district
Seoul, is beloved by Seoulites 1S @hot spot for
for picnics, outdoor activities, luxgry shgpp_mg,
water sports, ] eating, drinking,

cruise tours, festi- 3 medical tours
vals and more. and fancy spa
treatments.

q@  and the COEX Aquarium.

piry]

Seoul Tower
Aniconic landmark
of Korea, sightsee-
ing observatory,
popular date spot.




Finding hiking routes

Mastering Korea’s hiking trails is so easy
with the Kakao Map and Naver Map apps.
Both apps are essential tools for navigat-
ing Korea’s mountains and finding the best
routes. They provide directions, distances
in kilometers, and estimated hiking dura-
tions for most trails on the peninsula. Give
them a try before your next hike!

B Kakao Map

Try to search the mountain on the map and
zoom in. It auto-
matically shows
you all the pos-
sible trails with
distance  and
time around the
mountains.

B Naver Map

Just like Kakao Map, try zooming in to
see the trails with detailed information. If
you input the mountain name and add the
word “course,” the map will show you a list
of all the courses, including their difficulty
level, duration,
length, and al-
titude. For in-
stance, type
“Jirisan course”
if you’re headed

Android i0S
for a brisk hike on Jirisan Mountain.

Camping in Korea’s national parks

In Korea, visitors to national parks can
only camp in designated areas, and reser-
vations must be made exclusively through
the website run by the Korea National Park
Service. If you’re new to camping in these
parks, it might appear a bit complicated.
But no worries, simply follow this guide
step by step!

1. Visit the Korea National Park Service
website (reservation.knps.or.kr).
The mobile version is currently not
supported.

2.Sign up and log in. No phone number
is needed, but email verification is
required.

3. Click “View Campsites Reservation
Schedule.”

4, Select “National Park,” “Campsites”
and “Choose area” and click “Book
now” at the bottom.

5. Fill out the reservation form and ¢
“Search by selected criteria.”

6. Click “Book” for an available campsite
on the list.

7. Payment isn’t required for online
reservations. You can pay on-site when
visiting. Please make sure to cancel your
reservation if you call off your trip so
others can fill your slot.

Things to know for booking

B The available dates for reservations open
only 30 days in advance and are updated
twice a month, specifically on the first
and 15th of each month. For instance, on
Oct. 1, while reservations are available
from Oct. 1 to Oct. 15, dates from Oct.
15 to Oct. 31 also become available.
Then, on Oct. 15, reservations for Nov. 1
to Nov. 15 open.

B [f the campsite you select doesn’t show
any available spots, it’s either fully
booked or currently closed.

W [t is recommended to make campsite
reservations as early as possible,
especially during peak seasons such as
spring, summer vacation (August) and
fall.

B If you have any inquiries regarding
bookings or hiking in national parks, you
can call the helpline at +82-1670-9201
(M-F: 9 am. - 6 p.m.). If the staff doesn’t
speak English, try emailing “csnp@
knps.or.kr.”

Campsite options

Campsite options and facilities can vary
depending on national park, so please check
for more information on the website.

1.Regular campsites: You should install
your own tent in a designated spot.
Be prepared to bring a tent, cookware,
bedding, and other items for camping.

2. Auto campsites: You can bring a
movable camping car or car and your
tent. Each site has different options for
facilities and electricity.

3.Caravan (camping car) campsites: You
don’t have to bring your car or tent but
simply use a camping car already set up
on the site. In the camper, there is a bed,
and small kitchen.

4.Full-option campsites: Everything is
prepared, including a tent, cookware,

Wild animals i
' n A
edding and other camping ite
‘can enjoy camping without bringing
additional equipment.

Shelters

Shelters are simply places to take a
rest or seek refuge during an emergency
halfway up the mountains. Visitors must
prepare their own sleeping bags and cook-
ware if needed.

B Mountains with shelters: Jirisan,
Seoraksan, Deokyusan, Sobacksan

Rules at national parks

As national parks are protected by law,
there are rules to prevent actions that could
harm nature or disrupt the ecology of small
animals. Check what to avoid doing to help
preserve the natural beauty of these parks.
Mountains that are not national parks may
have different rules; some may allow col-
lecting vegetables or fruits and bringing
pets.

B You’re not allowed to bring pets into
national parks, and violations can result
in a fine of 100,000 won. Only service
dogs for disabilities are acceptable
(Natural Parks Act Article 29).

B Camping and overnight stays outside
designated areas are prohibited in
national parks (Natural Parks Act Article
27). Camping or cooking in non-
designated areas can result in a fine of
up to 500,000 won.

B Entering restricted areas can incur a fine
0f 100,000 to 500,000 won.

B Making loud noise with devices such as
Bluetooth speakers can result in a fine of
up to 300,000 won.

B Drinking alcohol while hiking can result
in a fine of 50,000 to 100,000 won.

B Bringing any kind of inflammable
material or smoking can incur a fine of
up to 300,000 won.

B Collecting forest products such as
acorns, mushrooms, and wild greens can
result in a fine of up to 50,000,000 won
or five years in prison.

- Hyemin Lee

‘Welcome to the Pacific 2025-26
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KIM BYOUNG JOON LEDAS =
VVARICOSE VEIN CLINIC

Global Healthcare 2023
Accreditation
mister's

ROK Pri
Comi

LEDAS International Services

Specializing Exclusively in Varicose Veins

e 21+ years of treatment and research.
e 25,000+ surgeries performed.

e Minimally invasive & non-surgical treatments for
one-day recovery.

— Lifetime Guarantee

&

[ 4

!

e Recurrence prevention program with continuous

;J patient care.

ol
=

. 4 q

) e A lifetime guarantee on treatment results.
/ Medi .
'/ edical Interpretation
_; 4 e English, Russian, and Chinese interpretation.
21 years & f e Medical records translation into English.

of dedicated varicose vein ‘

treatment Insurance Claim Assistance

e Complete documentation for insurance claims.
e Direct Billing available upon prior agreement with

o0 /
ﬂﬂ-vanf the insurer.
28 years \ et
y >,
4

of advanced practice g

Concierge Service

expertise in cardiothoy & 7 3 .
surgery [ F * Free Meet & Greet available upon request
CONTACT US
. - T -
Over el ' Address: 11th—13th Floor, Youngkwang Bookstore Building,
25 000 fi - _ 10 Seomyeonmunhwa-ro, Busanjin-gu, Busan, South Korea
’ T —
performed : Email: kbjledaspm@gmail.com

Fax: +82 (0)51-816-7394
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LEDAS Online Contacts
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Homepage Instagram WhatsApp
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LEDAS, the Global Standard in
Varicose Vein Treatment

World-Class Medical Team & Cutting-Edge Equipment

- The first and only varicose vein specialty clinic to receive the Prime Minister’s Commendation in Korea.

- Dr. Kim Byoung Joon, cardiothoracic surgeon with 28 years of expertise, personally oversees the entire
treatment process.

- 100% registered nurses (RN) ensuring top-tier medical care.

- Philips EPIQ Elite super-premium ultrasound system for precision diagnostics & treatment.

LEDAS One-day System

- 4th-generation laser surgery & UGFS for optimal results.

- Minimally invasive procedure for same-day recovery and return to daily life.
- Recurrence prevention program & lifetime treatment guarantee.

Revision Surgery Clinic

- Varicose vein revision surgery is more complex than the initial procedure due to changes in vein
structure after treatment. Scar tissue and altered blood flow require a more precise approach.
However, at LEDAS, with advanced vascular ultrasound technology and expertise, these challenges
are effectively managed, ensuring safe and successful treatment with a focus on patient comfort and

recovery.
- JCI Accreditation (3x): one of only six JCI- - Hand and Leg Cosmetical Vein Treatment :
accredited clinics in Korea. . A simple injection procedure for visible surface
The Safest - KAHF Accreditation (3x): by the Korean MOHW Cosmetical veins on an outpatient basis.
Medical as a top-tier clinic for international patients. Treatment & - Immune-Boosting Vitamin Injections.
Institution in the - GHA Accreditation: Top 24 globally, Wellness - Medical Compression Stockings:
recognized for excellence in international — Personalized selection + a complimentary
World patient care. Program drink & dessert at our beautiful gallery café.

Leg swelling by afternoon despite
feeling normal in the morning.

Skin Changes
(Venous
Dermatitis)

Edema
(Swelling)

If left untreated, it can lead to skin necrosis and ulcers,
and the risk of deep vein thrombosis (DVT) increases
lower legs. 2-3 times during long flights.




V|$|t Korea's exciting capltal'
Stay at Dragon Hill Lodge to be right in the center of Seoul's attractions and also enjoy
on-site access to services and facilities serving our U.S military and DoD communities.

FR e — YOUR U.S. MILITARY
RESORT IN SEQUL ™

ilIIl'r;“hl rel
AN ARMED FORCES RECREATION CENTER

MEAETEEY e
Located on US Army Garrison Yongsan

SPACIOUS GUEST ROOMS

Our American style guestrooms and suites make a welcoming home base
for all your Seoul searching. Whether it's a short staycation, or a long stay,
you will find the best deals for all of our rooms on our website.

g .| DINING & LOUNGE

In many ways, dining at Dragon Hill Lodge is an event itself. Our restaurants
S PAC 10US h_ and lounge celebrate American favorites with inspired flair, scratch-made
GUEST ROOMS | i - = quality, craft brews, spirits and exceptional service.

SPECIAL EVENTS

You'll find special holiday events and happenings year-around at
Dragon Hill Lodge. You never know what’s in store, but you can depend
on it being family-friendly fun that doesn’t break the bank.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS CENTER

£, - ; , e SR e Py Enjoy complimentary use of the 24-hour POINT Health and Wellness Center.
DINING & SPECIAL The POINT is outfitted with the latest cardio and strength equipment for a
LOUNGES EVENTS complete workout, locker rooms with steam & dry saunas and jacuzzi.

INDOOR POOL AND JACUZZI

Swim a few laps or just enjoy splashing around our family-friendly indoor
pool! Afterward, enjoy complete relaxation at the adjacent indoor jacuzzi,
or soak in the sunshine at our outdoor seating area.

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE
= Our resort is open to U.S. Military Service Members, Families, Retirees,
H EALTH AN D -1 POOL AND DoD Civilians, and Purple Heart and Disabled Veterans under the Equal
WELLNESS - JACUZZ' L. Access Act of 2018. Visit our website for eligibility requirements.

CLUB

DSN: #315-738-2222

OB %02 7500016 Ext 1 WWW.DRAGONHILLLODGE.COM
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Leisure

Kids’' Travel Corner

kid-friendly places to take

the family, we have you
covered. Here are some super
fun places to check out.

If you are looking for some

Starfield Anseong
Starfield is a large shopping
mall company with many shop-
ping, dining, and entertain-
ment options. In Pyeongtaek,
Starfield Anseong is a popular
shopping spot for those sta-
tioned at Camp Humphreys
and Osan Air Base. Because it
has many kid-friendly activities
that won’t break
the bank, including [&
a beautiful outdoor {Ezirmis
playground and an
indoor water park.

Free bike rentals near Humphreys
Renting a bike at Pyeongtaek
at Pyeongtaek public bike free
rental shops (FHIF|2| = 35
XEH RRA) is a beloved

activity among locals and both
shops are conveniently located
near Camp Humphreys. The
shops offer a variety of bikes
including tandem bikes, bikes
in different sizes, with baskets,
or backseats so o

everyone in your

Photo by Korea Tourism Organization 7

Bear Tree Park

Encounter hundreds of ador-
able bears at Bear Tree Park, a
family-friendly spot in Sejong
City, just 45 kilometers from
Camp Humphreys.

While exploring this won-
derland, you can encounter not
only around a hundred moon
bears (Asian black bears) and
brown bears, but also other ani-
mals like deer, peacocks, and
mandarin ducks. Kids can par-
ticipate in various
programs  which
allow them to in-
teract with the
animals.

Picking strawberries
Starting in winter through
early spring, Korea’s sweet,

plump strawberries are ripe for
picking. Strawberry-picking at
one of the many farms open to
the public is a popular activity.
Many of the farms also offer
strawberry desserts and classes
to make strawber-
ry cakes, Tanghulu
(candied fruit),
fondue and cookies.

Photo courtesy of Kids Dakoong

Kids’ cafés
Kids’ cafés in South Korea of-
fer a magical blend of play zones
for kids and relaxing spaces for
parents. Places like these are es-
pecially popular when weather
conditions might affect outdoor
activities. Your kids will enjoy
playing in wide in-
door spaces witha =
variety of fun and
creative themes.

Photo by Paradise Spa Dogo

Spa water parks

Asan City, located close to Py-
eongtaek and renowned as a hot
spring vacation spot, is home to
two major spa water parks per-
fect for families during winter

months: Paradise
Spa Dogo and
Asan Spavis.

Photo courtesy of Seoul Grand Park

Seoul Grand Park Zoo

As South Korea’s largest zoo,
the Seoul Grand Park Zoo is
the place to go when families
want to get a close look with the
animal kingdom at a budget-
friendly price. Seoul Grand Park
offers various family-friendly
attractions alongside the zoo,
such as a botani-
cal garden, Seoul
Land amusement

park and camping
grounds.

Best dinosaur museums

In Korea, numerous dino-
saur fossils and their activities
have been discovered, with sig-
nificant finds in the southern
coastal regions. While there are
many dinosaur-themed attrac-
tions across the country, some



museums stand out for their
ability to constantly captivate
children’s  inter- [Es=rrmmE
est while providing ;1, SRR
rich  educational &

content.

Y Y
Photo courtesy of Kidzania
KidZania
Have you ever wondered
what your kids will become
when they grow up? At KidZa-
nia, your kids can be anything
they want to be: veterinarians,
doctors, police officers, chefs,
journalists, cartoonist and so
much more! Kid-
Zania Seoul and
Busan each feature
over 50 experience =y
zones!

Winter festivals

amusement parks

Fall photo spots
near bases

Dynamic and
Alive Museum

Top7 11 fun places
for Children’s Day

3 must-visit
museums in Daegu

Search more Korea Kids’ Corner stories
at Korea.stripes.com

Photo courtesy of National Science Museum

Amazing science museums
Unlike a traditional class-
room setting, science muse-
ums offer dynamic experienc-
es with interactive exhibits,
virtual reality adventures, and
hands-on workshops that tru-
ly bring science to life. Korea
is home to many exceptional
science museums that are not
just educational but also fam-
ily-friendly —and
at low cost, mak- E
ing them an ideal
destination for a
family day out.

- Hyemin Lee

Beaches near
Pyeongtaek

6 free attractions
in Seoul

Anseong Farmland

Leisure

Hanok & Hanbok

Traditional Korean houses

Hanok, a traditional style of
Korean houses, has two main
types: tile-roofed, where no-
blemen dwelled, and thatch-
roofed, where commoners
resided in the past. When
referring to “Hanok” in mod-
ern days, it’s usually associ-
ated with traditional houses
of the tile-roofed type. Hanok
continue to be cherished even
today, and many locals live in
preserved historic Hanok vil-
lages.

Hanok boasts much scien-
tific wisdom such as the ondol
heating system that warms
the floor and air of the house
during winter, and the instal-
lation of a wood-floored porch
(maru), which helps with the
summer heat. Also, hanok are
constructed with eco-friend-
ly materials like clay, wood,
stone and traditional paper
called hanji. These materials
help with air circulation and
durability and contribute to
its unique beauty. Even today,
hanok’s system has influenced
Koreans’ lifestyle including
floor-sitting culture, enjoying
jjimjilbang (Korean spa) and
restaurants with floor seating.

Traditional Korean clothing

Hanbok is Korean tradition-
al attire worn since ancient
times, but the Joseon Dynasty
style of hanbok is common
in dress shops and modern
ceremonies. To this day, it
is customary for Koreans to

wear haanly!on significant

-

occasions like traditional holi-
days, weddings, and important
family events.

Hanbok’s distinctive beauty
is in its interesting features,
including diverse patterns and,
often bold, colors. Color coor-
dination between the top and
bottom is key. The top con-
sists of a jacket called jeogori
(M222]), and for the bottom,
men wear trousers and women
wear long, voluminous skirts.
The colors and designs can of-
ten symbolize social and mar-
riage statuses.

Today, hanbok has evolved
into various styles blending
traditional style with mod-
ern twists. Wearing hanbok
at historical sites is a beloved
activity among locals and tour-
ists. Renting a hanbok is very
affordable, and it is highly rec-
ommended to try in the spring
or fall.

Historical sites to see both

» Gyeongbokgung Palace and
Bukchon Hanok Village
(Seoul)

« Jeonju Hanok Village

» Andong Hahoe Folk Village

» Gyeongju Gyochon Tradi-
tional Village and other an-
cient sites

Where to buy Hanbok?

Gwangjang Market in Seoul
is home to the biggest hanbok
market in Korea. It offers high-
quality products at affordable
Pricest Wit




Websites worth bookmarking

Stars and Stripes!
Stripes Korea The best source for
military and local military community news,
respectively. Explore thousands of stories
covering travel, food, festivals, activities,
Korean lessons, life tips and more. korea.
stripes.com
Stripes Newsletters For important news
you may have missed straight to your inbox,
don’t forget to sign up for one or all of Stars
and Stripes informative newsletters. ww2.
stripes.com/subscribe/newsletters
Military Child Every April, the spotlight is
on our military kids! We receive thousands
of drawings, pictures, poems and written
submissions from military kids pacific-wide
which are published in the paper and online.
https://militarychild.stripes.com

News and General Information

Korea.Net is run by the government and
provides a valuable resource for breaking
news, features, and  comprehensive
information about Korea. www.korea.net

The Korea Times keeps English speakers in
Korea informed about local news, current
events, business, culture and more. https://
www.koreatimes.co.kr

Monitor daily air quality

As a resident in Korea, my daily routine
begins with checking the air quality reports
before opening windows or heading
outside. Air pollution in Korea is a serious
concern that can cause significant health
risks, including respiratory problems,
eye and skin irritation, depending on
individual sensitivity. To effectively
manage air pollution in Korea, it’s
important to follow these essential steps to
safeguard your health.

First, learn where to monitor daily air
quality. You can easily stay updated by
using your phone’s weather widget, which
provides not only weather forecasts but
also details on fine dust and ultra-fine
dust levels. Also, you can check the Air
Quality Index (AQI) through the following
websites.

Air Quality Index: https://agicn.org/map/
southkorea
AirKorea: https://www.airkorea.or.kr/eng

Learn more about how to
cope with air pollution
in Korea:

80 years in the Pacific

Korea Joongang Daily is another reputable source
for local news, including politics, economy,
and culture. https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.
com

Yonhap News Agency is another great English
language news provider for politics, business,
and culture. https://www.koreaherald.com

The Korea Herald is good for up-to-date Korean
headlines in English. https://en.yna.co.kr

Korea Tourism Organization serves as the premier
source of comprehensive tourist information
in Korea, covering attractions, festivals
and more. The app is also available - VISIT
KOREA. https:/lenglish.visitkorea.or.kr

Seoul Tourism Organization shares all the
details on attractions, activities, food,
accommodations and special events around
Seoul. The app is also available -Visit Seoul.
https://lenglish.visitseoul.net

Jeju Tourism Organization helps English speakers
discover attractions and activities in Jeju.
It also provides online chat or a helpline for
travel inquiries. https:/lwww.visitjeju.net

Haps Korea offers the latest news and events in
Korea with a special focus on Busan. https://
www.hapskorea.com

PIEF (Pyeongtaek International Exchange

Foundation) is a great community
organization for those stationed in
Pyeongtaek. It offers affordable Korean

classes, various cultural exchange events and
many volunteer opportunities to engage with
the local community. Visit the website and
click the FB page for the latest event updates.
For Korean class inquiries, contact them via
email or phone for the class schedule. https://
www.pief.or.kr

Seoul Global Center provides resources for
foreigners living in Korea, primarily offering
language classes, cultural events, workshops,
and festivals happening in Seoul. It also
offers comprehensive information on job
opportunities and life guides. https://global.
seoul.go.kr

Gmarket is a shopping site based in Korea
where you can explore a large selection of
Korean-made products in English. https://
www.gmarket.co.kr

Creatrip allows foreigners to experience Korea
like a local with trendy travel ideas and
activities while offering prices like what locals
would pay. App and website available. https://
creatrip.com/en

LOST 112 is a national lost & found system that
manages reported lost items nationwide. Any
lost items that haven’t been retrieved within

Ride out the
storm with Dave

Dave Ornauer has been with Stars and
Stripes since 1981, and one of his first
assignments as a beat reporter in the
old Japan News Bureau was “typhoon
chaser.” Pacific Storm Tracker is designed
to take the technical weather lingo and
simplify it for the average Stripes reader.
www.stripes.com/blogs/pacific-storm-tracker

the first few days are transferred to the police
station and recorded on this system. https:/
www.lost112.go.kr

Meetup offers great opportunities to make new
friends through diverse social events such as
volunteer work, language exchanges, sports
groups and more. The app is also available.
https://www.meetup.com

Craigslist Seoul provides local classifieds and
information about jobs, housing, items for
sale, the local community and events. The app
is also available. https://seoul.craigslist.org

King Sejong Institute Foundation is a government-
affiliated online institute for educating
foreigners in the Korean language. It offers
valuable Korean language courses for free,
including e-textbooks, quizzes and lectures.
After completing the courses, you can also
earn a certificate. https://nuri.iksi.or.kr

90 Days Korea provides easy learning guides
for beginners and shares cultural tips. https://
www.90daykorean.com

How to study Korean is a great website to improve
vocabulary, grammar, reading and writing
skills. https://lwww.howtostudykorean.com
Korea National Park Service offers information
on national parks in Korea, hiking courses
and other tourist attractions on mountains.
https://lwww.knps.or.kr

Reservation.knp is where you can make
reservations for accommodations at national
parks. Search “how to camp in Korea’s
national parks” at korea.stripes.com. https:/
reservation.knps.or.kr/foreigner/main.do
Templestay is a way to get away from the rat
race and find some inner calm by participating
in temple life. https://leng.templestay.com

- Hyemin Lee



Must-have apps

astering life in Korea will be much smoother when you
| \ / I have these essential apps on your phone. Below are the
most useful apps that locals use daily, and downloading

them will be a big step toward adopting the local lifestyle!

Lifestyle

KakaoTalk A free mes-
@ senger widely used

among Koreans, similar
to WhatsApp. It’s a main tool for
communicating with Koreans
and local businesses. Get used to
the cute Kakao emoticons as
they are commonly used in ev-
eryday texting. KakaoTalk PC al-
lows you to use this messenger
on your computer.
Coupang The best
shopping app in Korea
offers English service
with foreign card purchases. It
provides a wide selection of
products from groceries to beau-
ty items, perfect for an effortless
shopping experience! Most
items arrive the next day with
their fast delivery service.

@ Danggeun Market
(Karrot) An essential
app for buying and sell-

ing second-hand goods locally
and connecting with communi-
ties in your neighborhood. Lo-
cals also use this app when find-
ing lost pets, getting restaurant
recommendations, seeking
beauty shop suggestions, host-
ing community events and ad-
vertising businesses. Both web
and mobile app versions are
available, and the app supports
English. While the web brows-
er’s English translation feature
provides more accurate transla-
tions, you can only contact or
engage with posts on the app.
So, using both the web and the
app would be wiser if you can’t
read Korean.

TR,

Navigation &
Transportation

Naver Map The most
efficient mapping app in
Korea, offering detailed
maps, directions, real-time traf-
fic information and additional
features such as finding nearby
attractions and great restau-

rants.
metro maps with real-
time information on
schedules, fares, routes and
travel times. It covers all subway
systems in Korea, including
Seoul Metropolitan Area, Busan
and Daegu.
s Kakao T Essential app
for taxi-hailing, but also
useful for finding park-
ing spots, EV charging stations
and more.
—|KorailTalk A simple
| way to book train tickets
operated by Korail with-
out a language barrier.
Waze A useful GPS app
for finding directions
within U.S. military bas-
es in Korea.

Subway Korea Offers

Travel & Booking

Trazy A popular Korean
H travel shop offering var-
ious activity ideas across
Asia, including Korea, Japan
and Thailand. It’s perfect for
booking tickets for trendy tours
at discounted prices. Available
as both an app and a website.
Klook An excellent trav-
M el booking platform
where you can discover
top attractions and purchase
tickets for tours, theme parks,

For more culture, travel, food and more, be sure to check out korea.stripes.com

transportation and more at good
prices. It covers destinations
worldwide including Korea.
Airbnb Offers diverse
options for accommoda-
tions and experiences
hosted by locals.
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ Agoda Specializes in ac-
s =ss commodations with
great deals, from luxury
hotels to affordable guesthous-
es. It also provides transporta-
tion and activity options.

Trip.com A global app
that’s also popular in

Korea. It offers great
deals on accommodations,
flights and rental cars. Before
booking with other apps, com-
pare prices on Trip.com!

Skyscanner An excel-
-8 lent app for finding the

best deals on flights. It’s
also useful for booking rental
cars.

Korean language

~ =~ Naver Papago Provides
& the most accurate trans-
lations from Korean to
other languages.
Naver Keyboard A

E useful app for typing in

Korean on your phone.

Food delivery

(73] Baedal Minjok (Bae-
ﬁ min) The No.1 food de-

livery app in Korea with
the largest selection of restau-
rants. Available almost any-
where, including homes, beach-
es, parks and hotels. You can use
guest mode without creating an
account and pay with a foreign
credit card. However, the app
doesn’t support English. If you
can’t read Korean, use Papago
or Google Translate to translate
screenshots by image. Once you
get used to it, Baemin provides
the most convenient 24/7 food
delivery service.

f Shuttle A foreigner-
friendly food delivery
app and website with

English support and foreign

credit card options. It specializ-

es in foreigner-populated areas
like Ttaewon and U.S. military
bases, but restaurant options
are limited compared to other
apps listed here.

Yogiyo Another top
27| 25N delivery app after

Baemin, but it can be
more efficient for foreigners
since it’s available on both the
website and app, allowing you to
use browser translation fea-
tures. The “pay in person” op-
tion allows those without a Ko-
rean bank account to place or-
ders without issue.

- Hyemin Lee

Public Wi-Fi

If you don’t have a Korean SIM
card or run out of data, use free
public Wi-Fi widely available
throughout Korea. Many cafés,
dining spots and shopping
centers offer their own Wi-Fi.
Also, local government and
major telecom companies like
LG U+ and KT provide a service
called “Public Wi-Fi.” This
service is available in most public
areas, including trains, buses,
traditional markets, community
centers, beaches and more!

How to find Public Wi-Fi

Simply check your phone
for Wi-Fi connections when
youre in a public area. If you
want to get an idea of the
locations in advance, visit their
website or download the app
- Public Wi-Fi (Z3<to|mol).

Learn more about Public
Wi-Fi:




ISGOVER
OUR NEX
ORIZON

As a leading provider of educational
opportunities for veterans and active-duty
personnel, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University understands the challenges that
come with serving far from home in the Pacific.

At any of our 11 Pacific locations, you'll receive
award-winning in-person and online courses that will
advance your military career or prepare you to transition
into a rewarding civilian profession.

Our academic advisors offer expert, individualized support
for your educational journey, and you can use our Transfer
Portal to estimate how much credit you'll receive for
previous classes or prior military training. To connect

with a campus advisor, please visit erau.edu/pacom.

Embry-Riddle’s dedication to your success also includes
tutoring, financial aid assistance, career resources and
direct connections to more than 160,000 alumni
working in a range of industries around the globe.

Find out more by visiting
erau.edu/military-degrees

EMBRY-RIDDLE

Aeronautical University




Your Home
.. Away From

2. Home
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i f“'"flf-J- Award-winning
hospitality for military,
their families, and
retirees in the

,4\ Western Pacific Area!

Whether you’re on PCS, TDY, or relaxing on vacation, our Complimentary Wi-Fi & parking
professional staff is proud to serve you. Enjoy premiere guest Pet-friendly

service and excellent accommodations for the best value! Make Eco-friendly premium bath amenities
reservations at our convenient Navy Gateway Inns & Suites and & Harbor Home® towels

Navy Lodge locations in Anderson, Atsugi, Chinhae, Diego Garcia, Kids’ play area at most locations
Guam, Misawa, Okinawa, Sasebo, Singapore, and Yokosuka. Laundry services

/NEXCOM HOSPITALITY GROUP

N g@ Anderson, Atsugi, Chinhae,
av Sreac=  Diego Garcia, Guam, Misawa,

; Lodg'y ._Saseboand Yokosuka & Okinawa, Sasebo, Singapore,
and Yokosuka

BOOK NOW! 1-833-644-7378 | myNavyExchange.com/nhg



REAL AMERICAN TV

easyTV - home of U.S. sports & entertainment
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