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JAN. 21  WILDER KAISER
JAN. 28 ZILLERTAL ARENA
FEB. 25 MAYRHOFEN
MAR.3 ALPBACHTAL
MAR. 10 KITZBUHL

INCLUDES

TRANSPORTATION, EQUIPMENT
RENTAL & LIFT TICKET.

COST
$169 PER TRIP (AGES 18+)

REQUIREMENTS

REGISTRATION CLOSES
ONE WEEK PRIOR TO EACH TRIP.
PASSPORT REQUIRED.

U.S. ARMY Outdoor Recreation Hohenfels, B15
MWR DSN 522-2060, CIV 09472-708-2060
USAG BAVARIA HOHENFELS.ARMYMWR.COM
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GERMANY

“The Hound of the Baskervilles” at The English Theatre
of Hamburg | Jan. 1-20 | Hamburg

World Club Dome Winter Edition: EDM, House
and Techno Festival | Jan. 5-6 | Frankfurt

Proud Nerd—Welcome to Starcourt Cinema
Jan. 12 | Cologne

“Lobby Hero” at The English Theatre of Hamburg
Feb. 5-Apr. 6 | Hamburg

The Berlinale Film Festival
Feb. 1525 | Berlin

The Berlinale is one of the largest public film
festivals in the world. This event dates back to 1951
and has since grown exponentially. Over 200 films,
with different lengths and from varying genres are
presented to attendees with film submissions from
more than 100 countries. During the festival, peo-
ple can also check out the European Film Market
and Berlinale Co-Production Market.

Time Warp Mannheim: EDM Festival | April 5-6
Mannheim

German Film and Comic Con: Spring and Winter 2024
May 4-5 and Dec. 7-8 | Dortmund

“The Two Popes” at The English Theatre Frankfurt
Apr. 13—May 26 | Frankfurt

“Lizard Boy” at The English Theatre of Hamburg
Apr. 22-June 22 | Hamburg

Taylor Swift Eras Tour | July 17-28 | Hamburg
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THE BERLINALE FILMFESTIVAL

AUSTRIA

KokoroKon: Film, Manga and Gaming | Feb. 9-11
Schwechat

Comic Con Dornbirn | Mar. 1617 | Dornbirn
Altitude Comedy Festival | Apr.1-15 | Mayrhofen

HaruCon: “Carinthia’s First Geek Convention”
Apr. 27-28 | Klagenfurt

Taylor Swift Eras Tour | Aug. 8-10 | Vienna

T

“rway INEIEY

TOMORROWLAND

BELGIUM

ComicCon Brussels | May 11-12 | Brussels

Tomorrowland | July 19-28 | Boom

Tomorrowland is the world’s largest electronic
dance music (EDM) festival that happens annually
across two weekends in July. Since 2005, it has
entertained the EDM community and has grown to
over 400,000 attendees every year. lts campground,
where many attendees stay, is known as“Dream-
ville”and has its own entertainment and stage. Past
performers included David Guetta and Avicii.

FRANCE

Le Festival d’Automne a Paris: Theater, Dance and
Visual Arts Festival | Jan. 1 Feb. 11 | Paris

Simple Plan Hard as Rock Tour | Jan. 18-20 | Paris
Maison&0bjet: Paris Design Week | Jan. 18-24 | Paris

Ciné Junior: Annual Children’s Film Festival
Jan. 24-Feb. 6 | Paris

Paris Short Film Festival | Mar. 20-24 | Paris

Escape Magique- Harry Potter Inspired | Apr. 20-21
LaTeste-de-Buch

Taylor Swift Eras Tour | May 9-12 | Nanterre
Cannes Film Festival | May 14-25 | Cannes
Bordeaux Geekfest 2024 | May 18-19 | Bordeaux
From Wisteria Lane to Paris | May 25 | Paris
Japan Expo Paris | July 13-16 | Paris

Féte du Cinéma: Cinema Festival | July 2-5 | Paris
Paris Games Week | Nov. TBD | Paris

IRELAND AND THE U.K.

Liverpool Anime and Gaming | Feb. 34 | Liverpool
London Anime and Gaming Con | Feb. 16-18 | London
Glasgow Film Festival | Feb. 28— Mar. 10| Glasgow

Levitation—74th British National Science Fiction
Convention | Mar. 29-Apr. 1 | Telford

Manchester Anime and Gaming Con
Apr. 6-7 | Manchester

25th Rainbow International Film Festival London
June 2-9 | London

Taylor Swift Eras Tour | June 7-30 | Liverpool, Cardiff,
London and Dublin

82nd World Science Fiction Convention (Worldcon)
Aug. 8-12 | Glasgow

Edinburgh International Book Festival
Aug. 10-25 | Edinburgh

Taylor Swift Eras Tour | Aug. 15-17 | London

THE NETHERLANDS

Comic, Film & Manga Fest Rotterdam
Mar. 23-24 | Rotterdam

Taylor Swift Eras Tour | July 4-6 | Amsterdam
NN North Sea Jazz Festival | July 12-14 | Rotterdam
Eurocon 2024 | Aug. 16-19 | Rotterdam

SWITZERLAND
Japan Impact | Feb. 17-18 | Ecublens

Sakura no Matsuri: Anime, Manga and Gaming
Mar. 23-24 | Winterthur

Fantasy Basel—The Swiss Comic Con 2024
May 9-11] Basel

Chibi-Con: Games, Trading Cards and more
June 1-2 | Winterthur

Taylor Swift Eras Tour | July 9-10 | Zurich

Extra

Interested in tattoos
and piercings? Check
European Tattoo
Directory. m




YOUR LOGAL MERGHANTS

BLAW OFFICES

BANIMAL SERVICES

-
.‘ BECKER&CO

U.S. & GERMAN ATTORNEYS

U.S. & GERMAN DIVORCES * SUPPORT ISSUES ¢ EEO
WILLS & PROBATE » EMPLOYMENT « PERSONAL INJURY
MSPB « CONTRACTOR ISSUES « TAX ADVISORS

FULL SERVICE LAW & TAX FIRM
Call069-299-2069-0

maiss@b-co.legal www.b-co.com

WCHIP/MAIL

PCS Wltl‘i,b itiStress!
Ship)Gars/, {tamers
to/fromUSA

PLEASE CALL AHEAD
FOR APPOINTMENTS:
Monday-Friday 8 am to 6:30 pm

Available for Emergencies 24/7
Please call ahead of your arrival

We speak English
All paperwork in English

Accept VAT Forms

Veterinary Clinic Kiike

DélInitz Industriegebiet 12
92690 Pressath
Phone: 09644 6890404
tierarztpraxis-kueke.de
@/tierarztpraxiskueke
info@tierarztpraxis-kueke.de

Accept Visa and MasterCard
PCS’ing Back To The States?
We will prepare all health
certificates for your return home

MSHIP/MAIL

I:all 0800- 5225274 or 1
0800-WSA-SHIP (572‘7)

“\xm]\f

International Shipping

Import & Export

Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe)
Door to door pick-up/delivery service
Customs clearance

All Risk Marine Insurance
Auto Insurance (Germany only)

VEHICLE SHIPPING SERVICES!

Trans Global

LozisTicE EUROPE GMBH

GERMANY UNITED KINGDOM LS.
+49 (0) 6134-58444-0 +44 (0)1638-515714 +1-972-602-1670

167

For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices / Agencies near Military Installations




Spotlight On

Mont Saint-Michel

The tiny village of Mont Saint-Michel, France, sits on a
tidal island off the west coast of Normandy. Its skyline is
dominated by the Abbey of Mont-Saint-Michel, which
was founded in 966 at the site of a chapel popular with
Christian pilgrims for more than 200 years. Over the
centuries more pilgrims came, which contributed to its
wealth, increased its political influence and helped with
the development of the village.

Until a raised road was built in 1879, the island was only
accessible by boat during high tide and surrounded by
dangerous quicksand during low tide.

The area was occupied by German soldiers during World
War I, and a small contingent of Luftwaffe members
was stationed at the island to man an aircraft tracking
station built atop the abbey. The island became a popu-
lar tourist destination for off-duty German soldiers.

Photo by James Hunter

Email your photo to

By Kat Nickola

On D-Day, the 6th of June 1944, Allied forces invaded
France on the northern beaches of Normandy roughly
100 kilometers north of Mont Saint-Michel. As German
soldiers fled south, some sought safety at the island
with stories of men arriving barefoot and collapsing
from exhaustion.

Over the course of the following months, the German
military led a massive retreat as Allied forces liberated
the region. On Aug. 1, 1944, an Allied publicity unit was
sent to Mont-Saint-Michel where they accepted the
surrender of any Germans who had been unable

to retreat.

In 1979, Mont Saint-Michel was added to the UNESCO
list of World Heritage Sites. The abbey remains an active
religious order with two monastic groups still
welcoming pilgrims. m

for a chance to be featured.
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Paint Shop
Our Services
» Inspections
» Service (without losing
Manufacturer warranty) Accident?
» Tire Service
Air Conditioning Service
» Engine Diagnostic
& Repair
» Parts Sale
» Glass Repair KFZ Rupprecht
» Body Repair Beim Flugplatz 14
92655 Grafenwohr

» Tuning
... and a lot
more!

Tel. 09641/9 29 09 09

YOUR LOGAL MERGHANTS

BANIMAL SERVICES

Ready, Set,
AEN ge

LISTEN NOW

Dr. med. vet. HANS WEIGL

+ emergencies - vaccinations

+ microchip-implantation

- health exams - dentals

«issuance of health certifications
for travel

« laboratory diagnostic evaluations

« canine and feline spays

« consultancies animal welfare
and international transport

PETS & HORSES
Beim Flugplatz 8 - 92655 Grafenwohr

0179 4665218




First and fore-
most, Kraftpaule
is a unique
hotspot for beer
diversity. Check
out the sched-
uled beer tast-
ing events. But
it’s not all about
the beer here.
Swing by on
Taco Tuesdays
for an authentic,
mouth-watering,
street taco!
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By Kyle Haney, globetrotterkyle.com

When you think of German cui-
F sine, you probably visualize wurst
alongside bread that’s tough as
< nails and a traditional beer. That's
where Kraftpaule sets itself apart.
I Founded as Stuttgart’s first craft
beer bar, this hole-in-the-wall a ki-
lometer north of the train station also serves
delicious street tacos! From shredded beef
and carnitas to vegan tacos, Kraftpaule is a
rare find that'’s sure to impress. In a culture
that’s still ruled by the pilsner, treat your

tastebuds to a vacation with one of their dry
coffee stouts or Mexican-style lagers.

|
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Stuttgart’s different districts have
something to offer everyone.

Are you a night owl who loves
nightlife? Stay in Stuttgart-Mitte to
be close to the shops, restaurants,
city attractions, and cocktail bars.
Looking for something a little
quieter? Consider staying in Bad
Cannstatt or Stuttgart West. There you'll find
easy access to parks and forests for day hikes,
and you'll still be near public transportation
access to many restaurants, cafes, and tourist
attractions such as the Schloss Solitude.

STAY



Roccadion in Stuttgart
offers a chance for you
and vour partner to try
the ultimate trust fall.
What's more trusting
than rock climbing

with your partner?

Relationships are all about
trust, we can all agree on that,
right? So, what’s more trusting
than rock climbing with your
partner? Think about it: You're
ascending dozens of feet into
the air and the only thing stop-
ping you from falling to your
death is the rope between you and your
partner: that’s trust.

LOVE

Roccadion in Stuttgart offers a chance for
you and your partner to try the ultimate
trust fall. And sure, rock climbing won't
replace marriage or couple’s counseling,
but it sure is a heck of a lot cheaper...and
more fun!

Roccadion is Stuttgart’s newest climbing
gym conveniently located 3-4 minutes
from Panzer Kaserne. With walls up to
18.5m tall, this climbing gym also sports
a bistro with delicious pizza and a few
traditional German beers.

My girlfriend discovered Roccadion
through one of her work colleagues who
asked her to go along to a basic climbing

course. Soon after, she earned her top
rope certification, and she was hooked.

One Friday night, she asked if | would go
with her to try it out. With the promise of
learning a new skill and spending some
quality time together, | naturally obliged.
45 minutes into climbing, my forearms
were screaming, and my heart was full; |
could see what she was excited about!

We've been back to Roccadion multiple
times, and yet every experience feels dif-
ferent. Because the staff change the “rock
faces” every week, we're constantly chal-
lenged with new routes to conquer. We've
even gotten to the point that we're able

to spot each other’s next move from the
ground, leading to increased conversation
and trust while climbing. Rock climbing
has quickly become one of our go-to “lazy”
date night ideas if we don’t want to decide
where to eat or what to do.

If it's your first time at an indoor climbing
gym, planning ahead will be key for your
visit to Roccadion. As with all climbing

facilities in Germany, Roccadion requires

you to be top rope certified before
climbing (and no, not Stone Cold Steve
Austin top rope, rock climbing top rope). If
you're thinking, “Well, I'm just looking for
a fun two or three hour date night idea”
then Roccadion probably isn't for you.
However, if you're looking for something
new you can continually do together as a
couple, then start by signing up for their
basic sport climbing course. You'll become
top rope certified through a member of
the German Alpine Club (DAV) and the
certification will follow you around for the
rest of your tour in Germany.

The course will teach you and your part-
ner how to properly wear the harness,
how to use the rope and safety devices
involved in rock climbing, and the most
important part: how to tie knots! With

a maximum of nine fellow adventure
junkies, the course requires you and your
partner to meet for two 4.5 hour appoint-
ments to learn and practice everything
required for rock climbing. From there,
you'll be turned loose on a 2,800m2
indoor/outdoor climbing course with
endless challenging routes. m



By Kat Nickola
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e are always looking for

the perfect adventure, but

it'’s hard to decide what

that looks like. Do you see
yourself basking in tropical waters and
sitting on sandy palm-lined beaches?
Or, do you prefer the arctic chill of fresh
snow and ice, feeling the freeze as you
freestyle downhill?

Lucky for you, both adventures can be
tackled year-round at indoor facili-

ties across Europe. Here are the two
biggest contenders: Tropical Islands
Resort, an hour south of Berlin, is the
world’s largest indoor water park, while
SN@, situated in the suburbs of Oslo, is
Europe’s largest indoor ski resort. But
that is just the tip of the iceberg.



/A YOUR EXPERTS FOR:
afferer -
d - Brake and exhaust

'o Paint & Body Specialists - Winter and holidays prep

o « Windshield & Car Glass
1.—" » Accident damage repair
+ Vehidle inspection
« Towing and Rental Service

USAA Affiliate -
Processing all insurance claims

L From drab fo fab!

(HANGEYOURDULL CAR
INTOAHEAD TURNER.

VAT forms accepted

Oskar-von-Miller-Str. 22
92637 Weiden

WEDNESDAY- MONDAY ° 4-10PM

CLOSED TUESDAYS

* VETERAN OWNED - DINE IN
* FAMILY FRIENDLY - PICK-UP
* LIVE SPORTS - DELIVERY

OFA0] SEE OUR MENU
KIRCHENSTRASSE 34 @88, 45 9641 9318900 @;Ef-n & FIND US ON
92655 GRAFENWOEHR B¥*2¥ socIAL MEDIA
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In the dreariest of German winters, it's not un-
common to fantasize about swimming in sunny,
warm waters. At Tropical Islands, that dream
vacation can be a reality without the need to fly
beyond Europe.

Themed areas allow you to travel around the
world. The Tropical Village features restaurants,
hotels, and entertainment that reflect the archi-
tecture of Southeast Asia. But, these aren't just
inspired fantasies, they were traditionally built
and created with the help of local architects and
the tourism boards from Thailand, Samoa, Bali
and Borneo.

The world’s largest indoor rainforest is also
housed in the Tropical Islands dome. The
rainforest is biologically managed and is home
to flamingoes, peacocks, turtles, fish and a new
butterfly garden. Instead of chemicals, insects
and soil bacteria are used to keep the ecosystem
in balance. You may see a beetle scurry past the
sandy beach and, just like in nature, it has a job to
do. The rainforest sits between the waterfalls and
grottos of the lagoon and the massive Stidsee—
an indoor ocean and wave pool surrounded by a
long sandy beach.
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There is plenty of adventure, as well, with two
beachside water-play areas full of slides and
sprayers for the kids (and kids at heart). There are
13 slides in all, plus even more kid adventures

to be had out of the water. Between the large
climbing playground, indoor hot air balloon,
mini golf, and the Treasure Island arcade, kids of
all ages can have some dry fun as well.

The Amazonia area is outside, but heated water
keeps it open year-round. Here you can try your
hand at surfing, or ride along Germany’s longest
whitewater slide. If you'd rather relax, Amazonia
has a massive selection of pool spaces with mas-
sage jets, jacuzzi beds and bubbles galore.

In keeping with the scale of things, Tropical Is-
lands also hosts Germany’s largest tropical sauna
and spa area. This is a textile-free zone, meaning
you must be nude but wrapped in a towel. It has
numerous hot saunas, spa services like clay treat-
ments and massage, and an air-conditioned gym.

Tropical Islands was first opened in 2004 and
is housed in a gigantic former airship hangar.
Interestingly, the resort is located on the former
Nazi-built Brand-Briesen Airfield, but the airship

hangar is a modern development. Following
the reunification of Germany, the CargolLifter
company bought the airfield intending to
develop airships for heavy cargo transit.

The giant hangar was built to produce and
construct the gigantic CL160 airship, but
only a small prototype was ever created.
When the company went bankrupt in 2002
the Malaysian-based company, Tanjong,
bought the hangar and the grounds to build
Tropical Islands.

The resort truly aims to be a destination of
its own with numerous unique overnight
options, from tent camping on the sand to
lodges beside the waterfall, there is a lot of
variety. In addition, there are plenty of meal
options. A food court satisfies any cravings,
while three restaurants offer international
and Asian delights. For a special night out,
try one of the five waterside lounges to sip
a fruity cocktail from a striped paper straw
(surprise: you're still in Germany).

Visit www.tropical-islands.de/en for details
and booking.




On the flip side, the magic of winter can be found year-round
(yes, even during the hot summer) at Norway’s SN@ facility.

There are ski slopes for all abilities, and an indoor controlled
climate means excellent slope conditions all the time. With
one massive indoor hillside, the five impressive trails are easily
accessible to all. So, while you tackle the red Racing Hill, your
kids could be improving their skills nearby on the blue Fjon
Hill. Three lifts—a chair lift, a button and a magic carpet bring
everyone back to the top with ease.

Park rats can hit the jumps and rails on the 300 meters of free-
style slope, and then quickly take the chairlift back to do it again.
You'll get a lot of airtime here! There are even freeski courses to
help you move those terrain park skills to the next level.

For total newbies, there are plenty of ski course options and
equipment rentals available right at SN@. Most beginner
courses take place over two days, with formal instruction for 90
minutes each day. This is a great place to hone your abilities.
Classes cover all levels of alpine skiing, plus snowboarding,
cross-country skiing, and even ice climbing.

How can they fit all that in one facility? Well, the cross-country
course is ingeniously suspended on a mezzanine in the rafters
of the enormous building. At one kilometer in length, it's a
no-joke workout space perfect for snow lovers with twists, turns
and hills to climb and descend. The total elevation change is an
impressive 32 meters.

The Mammoth Wall is an ice-climbing wall. The 15-meter-high
ice block is one of the biggest in Europe. With a front-facing
beginner area and rear technical zone for drop-in pros only, it's
a wonder to behold. The wall is especially monumental in the
heat of summer when ice climbing enthusiasts, and learners
alike, can still train on real ice.

For off-piste fun, visit the JumpYard where trampolines run the
show. This full-body fun and exercise zone has it all: rock climb-
ing walls, ropes courses, obstacle runs and more. For a more

traditional workout, you can visit the modern Sportytude gym.

The SN@ structure was built with environmental sustainability in
mind. In fact, the building produces energy, sending an excess
of 23 percent into Sngbyen—the area around the facility. This
means that both the heat generated from the machinery at SN@
and its extra cooling is not wasted. The Sngbyen district is a
sports-minded planned city that currently has a large shopping
area and business park.

For those who want to soak up the wintry atmosphere, the
adjacent Thon Hotel Sng is a must. With ski-in / ski-out rooms
right on the slope, there is a true resort feel. In addition, there

is a café and two winter-inspired restaurants on the premises.
The Snefonna offers a big, varied lunch buffet, while the Rifugio
della Nonna keeps things alpine with northern Italian favorites.

The best part about visiting SN@ is that there will never be a
white out nor will the summer sun ever melt your dream of a

perfect ski day out.

Visit www.snooslo.no for tickets and information.




Kat Nickola and Stacy Roman

In 1964, the first one-day comic convention (comic con)
was held in New York City, drawing around 100 attendees.
The event was organized by Jerry Bails, the “father of com-
ic fandom” and creator of The Academy of Comic-Book
Fans and Collectors (ACBFC).

In Europe, the Italian Lucca Comics & Games held its

first gathering in 1965. This classic comic con is now the
second largest in the world and a must for die-hard comic
book and role-playing game fans.

In 1968, the U.K. held its first ComicCon. Many of the first
British Comic Art Conventions (as they were officially
titled) were organized by Bram Stokes, the “godfather of
British fandom,”and owner of the iconic Dark They Were
and Golden Eyed Bookshop in London.

However, it wasn't until July 1, 1970, when the Golden
State Comic Book Convention opened its doors that the
world of fandom hit the mainstream. In 1973, it became
the iconic San Diego Comic-Con.

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, comic cons grew into
massive pop culture events around the world. With the
incorporation of comic book plotlines into mainstream
media, film and TV, their popularity popularity in the
2000s has swelled.

Visit StripesEurope.com

When | walked into my first Comic Con in Dortmund,
Germany, | was shocked at how big the event was.

There were hourly discussions and guest panels with famous
individuals on the main stage. Plus, there were talks on the
smaller stage that ranged in topic from props to the psychol-
ogy of Star Trek. During panels, an open microphone was
available, and | learned to line up early when | had questions
for my favorite cast.

A big part of the convention was given over to personal
interactions with the actors and personalities. It cost extra
for these brief meet-and-greet sessions with the actors, and
prices ranged based on their popularity. | opted for a pro-
fessional photo with my favorite actor, and it is prominently
tacked to my office wall. Autograph sessions and quick selfie
time were also on offer.

Later, | wandered a massive marketplace where vendors sold
all kinds of items related to comic culture, film and TV, and
gaming. There were T-shirts, collectors’items, comic books,
cosplay outfits and even realistic weapon replicas. Link’s
Master Sword was calling to me.

An entire section of the convention was dedicated to cosplay
with sets created for free picture taking. A few had small
additional fees for extras like a photo printout. | was happy to
pay one euro for an ice cream cone (a real one: | ate it) to go
with my Scoops Ahoy pic.

It took me a while to understand that pictures were welcome
from personal cosplayers as well, | just needed to ask. After
that, | took selfies with every Jedi, superhero and Genshin
Impact character | came across.

Another large part of the convention was dedicated to an
artisan’s market where | made a few purchases from very
talented individuals. There were jewelers, painters, digital
artists and crafters all with their own style and take on film,
comic or game art.

Even die-hard fans get hungry, so food trucks were parked
throughout the convention center, plus there was a food
court with picnic tables and seating.

Living in Europe gives you the chance to visit some unique
conventions. Check our monthly Con Together articles for
ideas of where to go. You don't need to dress up, but cosplay
looks so fun!m



GOOD SLEEP. GOOD DAY. GOOD LIFE.

Did you know how
risky snoring could be?

Prof. Dr. H. Schneider is a very well known specialist in sleep
disorders such as snoring. Through his decades of research at
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, he has the very latest
knowledge and help to end dangerous snoring.

Snoring bears great risks for your health such as developing
diabetes, obesity, poor sleep and even heart attack or stroke.

Moreover: Snoring affects your readiness at work,
for travel and exploration.

Join his Sleep Clinic in Frankfurt am Main, where he treats
patients in a comfortable environment since 2009. Very easy
to reach with stop directly in front of the clinic. Extensive
examinations and tests are carried out by special measure-
ments with state-of-the-art equipment.

U.S. Health insurances with direct billing_services.
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U
4 GLOBAL CAMPUS | EUROPE

GET AHEAD
IN 2024!

NEXT CLASSES
BEGIN IN JANUARY

Multiple start dates for Spring 2024

125+ programs & specializations designed to help
you achieve whatever you dream of next

e (On-site, online, and virtual courses available
e Financial assistance and scholarships
e No-cost digital materials

e |ifetime career services and alumni benefits

Introduction to UMGC Europe Webinar
Visit us at one of our 5 locations

{4 in Bavaria or our virtual office Attend and save $50 application fee from
¥ europe.umgc.edu December 26, 2023 — February 12, 2024.




