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THE STORY GAVE RISE
T0 THE TRADITION OF

UNDER THE COVER
OF NIGHT.

By Jessica Zen and Kristi Adams

In Germany, St. Nicholas is based on the
Catholic saint, St. Nicholas of Myra — a
wealthy, benevolent saint who had a pen-
chant for secretly leaving gifts, particularly
under the cover of darkness. Born into a
wealthy family on March 15, 270, Nicholas
quickly developed a reputation for secret
gift-gifting as well as a variety of miracles.
He died Dec. 6, 343 A.D., hence the reason
his feast day is observed on Dec. 6.

One legend tells the story of St. Nicholas
secretly helping a man who had three
daughters, but could not afford a proper
dowry for them. With no dowry to offer a
potential husband, the father feared for
prospects of his daughters. Nicholas heard
of the father’s plight and secretly threw
three bags of gold through the man’s win-
dow. The story gave rise to the tradition of
secret gift-giving under the cover of night.

In preparation for St. Nicholas, German chil-
dren leave cleaned and polished boots and
shoes near doors and windows on the eve-
ning of Dec. 5 and awake to find presents
and goodies. To this day, along with other
gifts and sweets, children will often find or-
anges in their shoes, as a nod to the bags of
gold left by St. Nicholas so many years ago.

Dec. 6 is often the “big day” for presents and
gift-giving in German culture, with a smaller
celebration on Christmas Eve. Although St.
Nicholas traditions may vary a bit in Germa-
ny by region, it's common for many villages
to host a St. Nicholas Day parade, and many
churches observe a St. Nicholas Day mass.

SPENDING TIME WITH FAMILY IS
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT, SO MANY
TRAVEL ON THIS DAY AND MOST
BUSINESSES ARE CLOSED.

Christmas Eve is dedicated to putting up
the tree and attending mass. “Weihnachts-
baume,” Christmas trees, are generally fir,
spruce or pine and is decorated with tinsel,
glass ornaments and a star or angel chris-
tening the top. Nativity scenes are placed

below the tree. Gifts are opened and many
people go to mass on Christmas Eve, tradi-
tionally at midnight, though earlier services
are provided for families. Spending time with
family is extremely important, so many travel
on this day and most businesses are closed.

Christmas Day is a time for indulging in a
feast with family. Eating traditional dishes
like carp and potato salad or roasted goose
stuffed with apples, chestnuts, onions or
prunes brings families together at the din-
ner table. Both Dec. 25 and 26 are legal holi-
days and businesses are closed. Dec. 26 is a
quieter day and time for peaceful contem-
plation of the presence of the Christ Child.

With so many opportunities, you can cel-
ebrate all month long! Share the story of St.
Nicholas with your children, attend a Christ-
mas Eve mass and spend some quality fam-
ily time together eating a Christmas feast.
Germany has some fabulous traditions we
can all adopt! B
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ush green forests

delicately draped in
winter’s finest blanket
of snow invite outdoor
enthusiasts of all ages to
experience a wonderland
in Bodenmais. This quaint
town in the Bavarian
Forest sits in the Zeller
Valley and is the perfect
place for a day trip if
you're located in Bavaria
region or Stuttgart area.

ACTIVITIES

The landscape at Bodenmais calls to visitors to
take magnificent hikes through the trees or go
racing down the local ski hill. With only 3,500
people living here, it's the perfect winter es-
cape away from the crowds that the Alps draw.

The king of the Bavarian hills, the Great Arber,
stands tall at 4,776 feet. All levels of ski run dif-
ficulties are available here, from bunny hills to
more challenging runs at the peak. This family-
friendly ski location has a children’s ski area
with conveyor belts and 14 ski and snowboard
schools. Take this fabulous opportunity to
teach younger skiers the basics! There is also a
gondola and two six-seater chairlifts. This area
is also idea for cross-country skiing trails and
ski touring.

If skiing isn’t for you but you just can’t get
enough of the crisp mountain air laced with
the scent of pine, utilize the 49 miles of rolling
maintained hiking trails. The glittering snow
and nature’s finest ice sculptures are sure to
dazzle walkers. Try the Oberlohwies-Riedlberg-
Mais circular route. This easy hike takes about

GERMANY DAY TRIiP

—

3 hours and is 5.7 miles long, with an oppor-
tunity to stop for refreshments half way. Other
activities available include snowshoeing or a
forest toboggan run.

After you've frozen your toes and maybe your
cheeks, head to Silberberg Bathing and Sauna
Park to warm up. Their new indoor panoramic
pool overlooks the forest and offers vacation-
ers and ideal location for rest, relaxation and
refreshments. Children can splash in the fun
area while adults can enjoy the sauna park.

For an incredibly unique dining experience,
visit Bohmhof-Alm, one of Germany’s smallest
restaurants. This tiny location only seats four
people. What it lacks in size, it makes up for

in food! Here you can get a traditional multi-
course Bavarian meal, as well as choose from a
selection of special wines, beers and schnapps.
You can also have meat or cheese fondue.
Make reservations for an intimate date night
you won't soon forget!

WINTER EVENTS

Though the town is small, there are many
events that draw visitors. The Christkindlan-
schieBen- a tradition that arose in the 17th
century, is rooted in legends and folklore about
the awakening of nature during the winter.
Loud noises created by bells or whips were once

By Jessica Zen
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THE GLITTERING SNOW AND NATURE’S FINEST ICE SCULPTURES ARE SURE
T0 DAZZLE WALKERS.

used to keep the demons and sinister figures

at bay. This event is still celebrated annually.
Should you find yourself in Bodenmais over the
New Year, there is a celebration in the market-
place with an open-air dance floor, music and
drinks. In January, the JOSKA Glasparadies hosts
the Festival of Lights. During this time a variety
of light shows, fireworks, hot fire shows, laser
shows, illuminations and pyro effects take place
while a DJ plays party music.

GETTING THERE

From Stuttgart, Bodenmais is about 4 hours
east. Drive time from Bavaria depends on
departure point, but the town is located in the
district of Regen, close to the Czech Republic.

Don't let the cold weather keep you from
traveling during the winter. Bundle up and
head out to explore new and unknown places.
Whether you're after a leisurely day with the
kids or an adrenaline packed weekend, con-
sider Bodenmais for your holiday time. H
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By Jessica Zen

WHEN YOU JUST CAN'T GET ENOUGH OF THE MAGIC THAT COMES WITH

THE HOLIDAY SEASON, THERE ARE STILL MARKETS IN FULL SWING
AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY. CHECK OUT THESE FIVE MARKETS TO KEEP

THE SEASON ALIVE LONG AFTER THE GIFTS HAVE BEEN RIPPED OPEN!

FAIRYTALE CHRISTMAS MARKET, KASSEL

Inspired by the Brothers Grimm, this fairytale market will focus on “Little Red Riding
Hood" from Nov. 25 - Dec. 30. Throughout the market you'll find odes to the story added
to the traditional holiday decorations. Children will love the Heaven Workshop, where
they can tinker, paint and craft to their heart’s desire. Wander through Konigs, Friedrichs
and Opernplatz at a market that has been celebrated since 1767! On Thursdays at 6 p.m.
take a guided tour of the market and the former royal residence. A hot drink is included
in the tour price of 11 euros. Admission to the market is free and is open daily from 11
a.m. - 8 p.m. The food stands are open until 10 p.m. Closed Dec. 24-26.

©MICHAEL FRANKFURTH /123RF.COM

WINTER WORLD, BERLIN

Visit the Potsdamer Platz from Nov. 1 - Jan.
5, to experience Berlin’s largest winter
sports center with Europe’s largest mobile
toboggan run, ice skating rink and curling.
The toboggan run is 230 feet long and 39
feet high, while the ice skating rink is over
5,000 square feet. This is a great area for
kids who want to take free skating lessons
on Saturdays or Sundays. Open 10 a.m. - 10
p.m. daily, Christmas Eve until 2 p.m.
Admission and ice rink use are free,
toboggan run is 1.50 euros.

INSPIRED BY BROTHERS GRIMM, THIS
FAIRYTALE MARKET WILL FOCUS ON
“LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD™ FROM
NOV. 25 - DEC. 30. THROUGHOUT THE
MARKET YOU'LL FIND ODES TO THE
STORY ADDED TO THE TRADITIONAL
HOLIDAY DECORATIONS.




BOGENHAUSER CHRISTMAS MAGIC FOREST, MUNICH

The area of Cosimabad is transformed into a magical Christmas forest from
Nov. 22 - Jan. 6. Here you'll find unique jewelry, wooden figures, ceramics and
handcrafted lamps amongst brightly-lit pagodas. Don’t miss visiting one of
the larger tents for the integrated Gliihwein Festival that offers 25 different
mulled wines, varying from alcohol-free to organic. Open Monday - Thursday
from 3 p.m.- 9 p.m,, Friday 3 p.m. - 10 p.m., Saturday 12 p.m.- 10 p.m., Sunday
12 p.m. - 9 p.m. Holiday hours vary. Admission is free.

CHRISTMAS MARKET, BERCHTESGADEN

Situated in the Bavarian Alps is a charming village that’s enough to draw visi-
tors in. Add some holiday cheer and you're in for a truly magical time while
you take in the views of the snow-covered mountains and browse through
Christmas decorations. Here you'll find original Berchtesgaden Christmas tree
decorations crafted in the spirit of centuries-old, folk-art traditions. Check

out a performance by the local brass ensemble in front of the royal castle or
view the live nativity scene. Go for a horse-drawn carriage ride or just listen to
merry carolers singing songs of joy and peace. Open Nov. 28 - Dec. 31. Open
daily until Dec. 23 from 12 - 8 p.m., on Dec. 26 from 12 - 6 p.m., Dec. 24 and 31
from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Closed Dec. 3,4, 10, 11 and 25. Admission is free.

LOCATED IN THE BAVARIAN ALPS,
THIS MARKET COULD NOT BE IN
A MORE BEAUTIFUL SETTING.
THE VILLAGE CHARM ALONE IS
ENOUGH TO DRAW VISITORS IN.

NEW YEAR'S MARKET, SPEYER

Located in front of the Alten Miinze (Old
Mint) on Maximilianstrasse, this quaint

New Year’s Market basks in the glory of the
imperial cathedral Kaiserdom. From Jan.

1- 6, you can browse festively decorated
wooden stalls hosted by eight towns, watch
artists and craftsmen at work and shop until
you find the perfect trinket. Behind the stalls
are beautiful pastel-colored gabled houses,
cafes and boutiques. Feast on roasted
almonds, bratwurst, gingerbread cookies
and mulled wine. Admission is free. If you've
got extra time, stroll along the Rhine River
or visit the cathedral, which is the oldest of
three remaining Romanesque cathedrals in
Germany. If you want to get out of the cold,
find a wine tavern and enjoy some regional
specialties.

If you plan on visiting during New
Year’s, the market is open on New
Year’s Eve from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. and
New Year’'s Day from 1 -9 p.m.

11
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European
Getaways

GRINDELWALD, SWITZERLAND oo

Enveloped by impressive mountains and sheer limestone cliffs
in the Bernese Swiss Alps is the charming village of Grindel-
wald. Tucked at the base of Eiger Mountain, this village is

a prime location for adrenaline junkies all year long. In the
winter, visitors can whizz down pristine slopes on one of the 12
surrounding mountains. Grindelwald also hosts the Interna-
tional Snow Festival in January, complete with intricate ice and
snow sculptures. During the summer, take a journey back in
time on the Jungfraubahn. The train travels a steep 9 kilo-
meters from the base of the mountain to the highest railway
station in Europe. Once at the top, head to the Sphinx Terrace
and drink in the stunning vistas from the viewing platforms. If
you're craving a little winter sports action, pop over to Snow
Fun Park, where visitors can enjoy sledding, skiing and snow-
boarding in the middle of the summer.

|_|NZ’ AUSTRIA oo

The third-largest city in Austria rests along the Danube almost
exactly halfway between more well-known cities such as Vi-
enna and Salzburg. Once home to Mozart, this enchanting city
is full of cobblestone streets, imposing cathedrals and plenty
of museums. Named a UNESCO Creative City, Linz also has an
incredible up and coming arts scene. The Ars Electronica Muse-
um is home to innovative and futuristic technology. Visitors are
encouraged to explore the hands-on, interactive exhibits. Or if
you'd rather discover the city, take a ride on the Postlingberg-
bahn — an old cog wheel railway which takes riders to the top

of Postlingberg. Experience breathtaking views and sweeping
panoramas of the city and the countryside below.

FRIEDRICHSHAFEN, GERMANY _------

A little closer to home for those stationed in Germany, the lake-
side hamlet of Friedrichshafen on the shores of beautiful Lake
Constance is a worthy contender. For aviation buffs, significant
German aviation history was made in this industrious city.
Ferdinand von Zeppelin established his factory for making the
gigantic namesake steel airships. Today, the Zeppelin Museum
houses a replica of the infamous Hindenburg which visitors can
walk through. If younger kids get a little restless, take a small
20-minute drive northeast to Ravensburger Spieleland. This
amusement park has plenty of rides and attractions to expend
their energy. Need a slower pace? Stroll along the Uferprom-
enade Friedrichshafen. Gaze across the water (yes, you're
looking at Switzerland over there) and enjoy local delicacies
as the sunsets.

Living in Europe affords the opportunity of a lifetime with
travel. You can conquer the bustling halls of Parliament and Big
Ben in London, view Paris from atop the Eiffel Tower and wit-
ness singing gondoliers in Venice. However, you can skip the
lines and crowds and head to more magical, yet slightly more
obscure destinations. You never know what treasures you'll
find when you travel off-the-beaten path. m
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Winter Wonders

' SWITZERLAND *
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By Jessica Zen

witzerland is one of the greatest places to visit during the winter
months with its breathtaking landscapes, picturesque villages,
and an incomparable, magical atmosphere. Whether you want
to ski, hike unwind at fancy spas or indulge in tasty Swiss delicacies,
Switzerland has something for everyone. Plan your winter getaway
to some of the best resort towns the country has to offer.




GRINDELWALD

The charming Swiss village of Grindelwald is located at the
base of the north face of the Eiger Mountain. Grindelwald'’s
quaint shops, numerous restaurants, and abundance of winter
activities make it a perfect location to explore the wonders of
Switzerland. Enjoy the surrounding mountainous views while
you ski, hike or simply relax in the village.

A part of the Jungfrau region, one of Europe’s most popu-

lar skiing destinations, Grindelwald is directly linked to the
Wengen ski area and offers 132 miles of ski terrain with over 50
ski runs and 20 chairlifts. Skiing enthusiasts of all ages and skill
levels will appreciate the vast array of ski runs in the Bernese
Alps. Families often find Grindelwald a prime location for chil-
dren to learn to ski. The Bodmi slopes are gentler for beginners
and the ski school can be easily accessed from the base village.
While the beginners enjoy the tamer slopes, intermediate
skiers can be assured that there is something for them as well.
The majority of runs are red and blue. Though experts may find
that there aren’t many black runs, they will find plenty of-run
and glacier skiing.

Skiing isn’t the only draw to Grindelwald in the winter. For
those who prefer not to be strapped into ski boots but still
want some fresh air, dazzle your senses with a hike on the
First-Waldspitz-Bort trails. This series of mountain trails feature
simultaneous views of snow-covered huts, forests, and valleys,
all while the cliffs of the Wetterhorn and Eiger dominate the
backdrop. The hike takes approximately two and a half hours,
but don't worry about getting hungry. The mountain restau-
rant Waldspitz is just waiting for you to refuel on the patio
while delighting in the lake scenery. Don't miss the First Cliff
Walk, a lookout platform for thrill seekers that hovers 147 feet
above the valley, offering a marvelous view of the Eiger.

If you are seeking a winter getaway that doesn't include traips-
ing through the snow looking for an adrenaline rush, consider
relaxing at Belvedere. This four-star hotel is home to a spa and
wellness center that will melt away all your problems. The spa
area has a swimming pool, whirlpool, salt water jacuzzi, Finnish
sauna, glacier steam bath, heat mine gallery, and much more.
In addition to the pools and saunas, the spa offers massages
for a total relaxation experience. Finish up with a facial and feel
fresh as a spring daisy, despite the cold weather.

ZERMATT

Surrounded by the peaks of the Pennine Alps, including the
famous Monte Rosa and Matterhorn, Zermatt also offers a
plethora of activities. Though the small town only boasts three
main streets, Zermatt has numerous cross-streets filled with
restaurants and hotels just waiting for tourists to come knock-
ing on their doors. It takes a mere 30 minutes to walk across
this remarkable town, which is convenient, as only a very few
battery powered cars are allowed. However, electric shuttles
are available.

To begin your Zermatt adventure, hop on the world’s first

fully electrified cog railway, the Gornergrat Bahn. It is Europe’s
highest open-air cog railway and transports passengers from
Zermatt station to the summit of Gornergrat. After a scenic 30
minute ride to the top, be prepared for a photo opportunity of
a lifetime. The panoramic view showcases Monte Rosa, Switzer-
land’s highest peak, Gorn Glacier, and the Matterhorn.

If you don't want the experience to end, consider staying at the
3100 Kulmhotel Gornergrat, where you will find a restaurant,
astronomical observatory, chapel and shops.

From the top of the Gornergrat there is access to multiple
hiking trails. Strap some snowshoes on your feet and explore
Challenge Trail. This leisurely trail is close to the railway and
descends about 985 feet, for a pleasant hour-long hike. Excep-
tional views of the railway and the snow-covered landscape
are guaranteed.

After all that fresh air and exercise, pamper yourself with some
serious down time at one of the many local spas. Hotel Eden
Wellness has an indoor pool and spa to ease the most tense of
muscles. Book an appointment in the evening for a massage,
holistic therapy, gemstone therapy and much more to wrap up
a successful winter day.

ST. MORITZ

Nestled in the Engadin valley, the glamorous village of St.
Moritz has earned international fame for hosting the Winter
Olympics not once, but twice. Lake St. Moritz adds even more
village appeal with its White Turf horse races, snow polo, and
ice cricket tournaments. Throw in some devilish ski runs, apres
ski clubs, and a bobsled run for the perfect combination of
winter activities. This swanky village resort area has something
for everyone.

For a skiing experience you won't soon forget, check out
Diavolezza. Legend has it that once upon a time a lovely, red-
haired she-devil lived on this mountain. If the legend is true,
she certainly left some particularly hellish runs for the more ex-
perienced skiiers. The runs on Diavolezza include over 13 miles
of red and six miles of black. This snow-covered behemoth is
not for the faint of heart!

For some aprés-ski activities, consider going to the Alpina

hut on Corviglia Mountain. This rustic hut sits on a large rock
overlooking the town and the lovely Engadin valley. Relax with
a drink from the snow bar outside while you soak up some
rays on the sun terrace. If you are craving more than just a
drink, the hut restaurant serves local specialties and traditional
home-style Swiss dishes.

A trip to Switzerland just isn't complete without trying tradi-
tional cheese fondue and an Engadine walnut tart. Reserve a
table at Restaurant Engiadina for a truly spectacular taste of
local cuisine. Their menu offers a variety of cheese fondues,
along with other traditional favorites. After enjoying the
fondue, finish off the night with dessert at Confectionary Han-
selmann. Here you can find the famous Engadine walnut tart,
a local favorite that confectioners have been perfecting for
years. Filled with creme, caramel and walnuts, this sweet treat
is sure to leave you feeling satisfied.

Switzerland has so much to offer during the winter months,
from skiing to relaxing at the spa, there are enough activities to
keep everyone entertained for days. Spend some time explor-
ing where Swiss watches, army knives, chocolate, banks and yo-
deling originated. You'll return from your trip invigorated from
all the fun you had flying down the slopes and over-indulging
in delicious food. Why wait? Start planning your getaway to
experience the winter wonders of Switzerland today! m
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List

— German Ghristmas Market Edition —

By Elizabeth Jones

Experiencing German Christmas markets are bucket list items of their own thanks to their
magical atmospheres. However, figuring out what the must-visit markets are as well as the
must-dos can be a stressful task. Keep it simple and follow this German Christmas market

bucket list to ensure all of your holiday dreams come true.

0 Pay a visit to Germany'’s top markets

— Nuremberg, Cologne, Dresden,
Heidelberg and Rothenburg ob
derTauber.

Make time for the quaint markets
of Bernkastel-Keus, St. Wendel,
Ridesheim and Bamberg.

e Take the kiddos to experience

the Weihnachtsbackerei.

Indulge in“Flammkuchen” (thin,
baked dough topped with cream,
onions and small pieces of meat)
and “Kartoffelpuffer” (potato pan
cakes with apple sauce).

Drink Gliihwein while the kids sip
on“Kinderpunsch” (hot fruit juice).

@ 06060 O

Sink your teeth in“Dampfnudel”
(a sweet bread roll served with
warm vanilla or cherry sauce).

Collect the Gliihwein mugs from
each market you experience.

“Gluhbier” (mulled beer) is a rarity
at markets, so grab some the
moment you spot it.

Try “Eierpunsch” — a spiked
version of your favorite holiday
drink, eggnog.

Snap a selfie in front of each city’s
Weihnachtsmarkt sign to cherish
the unforgettable memories

later on.

Have you ever been to a German Christmas market? Tell contentteam@stripes.com

some bucket-list-worthy items you would put on this list! m
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Grindelwald in

2a3HO0URS

By EI|zabeth Jones

Switzerland, the land of picturesque villages, outdoor adventures and various forms of tasty cheese is
a must-visit for many people. Whether you're on an epic road trip or an express bus tour going through
the country, it would be a shame to miss the scenic village of Grindelwald!

WHAT T0 DO

Travel to the top! Spend most of your time
on Grindelwald’s First, a small summit on
the slopes of the Schwarzhorn, a mountain
part of the Bernese Alps. There’s an abun-
dance of activities for everyone to enjoy.
However, with only 24 hours to spend a
top this summit, choose from this defini-
tive list of great activities in Grindelwald:

Hike to Lake Bachalpsee

The iconic Lake Bachalpsee is a less

than one hour hike from the cable car
station atop the summit. Follow the signs
towards Bachalpsee to reach this secluded
natural masterpiece.

First Cliff Walk

The famous lookout platform protrudes 45
meters from the First summit, giving travel-
ers a breathtaking view full of the beautiful
alpine forest and sparkling waterfall below
them. Travelers must walk on a bridge

placed along the cliff side of the summit.

First Flyer

Soar through the clouds on Grindelwald
First Flyer, the exhilarating zipline. Don't
worry, riders are safely harnessed, so even
those afraid of heights should give it a try.
The adrenaline rush will kick in after the
initial launch!

First Mountain Cart

What do you get when you combine a
sled and go-kart? A mountain cart! Zip
down the mountain for a thrilling experi-
ence. The First Mountain Cart attraction
is suitable for children up to a little over
4-feet tall.

Toboggan Run

If you have the time, head back down from
the First summit and head towards the
Pfingstegg station to hop on a chairlift to
reach the start of a toboggan run, which is
736 meters long and has you riding down
58 meters the mountain at speeds of 40

kilometers. The run goes in a loop meaning
you can ride it as many times as you want!

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Driving to Switzerland: Purchase a vi-
gnette.

Currency: Swiss francs (CHF). Euros may be
accepted at various places.

ATMs: Train station and any bank.

Perfect souvenir: Swiss knife, swiss watch-
es, cowbell trinkets.

For planning and full prices check the
official Jungfrau Top of Europe website.

This 24 hour guide will show you the best
of Grindelwald in a time crunch. With its
unbelievable landscapes and epic, outdoor
adventures — Grindelwald is a place so
nice you'll likely visit twice! m
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CHRISTMAS ON BALL NIGHT KRAMPUS RUNS FOREST CHRISTMAS
THE ISLAND OF MARKET

FRAUENCHIEMSEE A smartly-dressed crowd mixes, It's a scary Christmas at the
. . . . Marienpl h :
mingles, sips sparkling W!ne and arienplatz w er] some 300 fur Handmade crafts, regional spe-
dances to the sounds of live pop clad, horned Alpine beasts race dialties, Aloine horn olavers and
The Bavarian Alps and Her- and jazz music in the elegant through the market, frightening ; S/ pl edoh' P ayek >4
renchiemsee Castle make a perfect setting of the Kurhaus. shoppers in their wake. re artists en tﬂls.mar 2l
backdrop for a Christmas market. unique flair.
r ] ] RS

. @;_ﬂr M-

NIGHT OF THE PROMS CHRISTMAS CIRCUS CHRISTMAS MAGIC NEW YEAR'S RUN

A classic orchestra backs up pop Acrobats, trapeze artists, clowns, An icy waterfall illuminated by This Brazilian-inspired running
artists from the past few decades, tigers, dogs and ponies are thousands of glittering lights is the event set to the sounds of samba
creating an unforgettable night of amongst the performers set to centrepiece of this spectacle made drums attracts Germany’s top

music. The show visits 10 other dazzle audiences in a heated tent up of concerts, shows and dazzling athletes and amateurs alike.
cities in Germany. set up at the Gibber Kerb. fireworks displays. Men run 8 km, the ladies 5 km.

p|_ AN CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL

Jan. 10-11 in Karlsruhe

Sip and sample the innovative and tasty creations of some two dozen of
Germany’s most creative brewers, ideally accompanied by the hot and
tasty street food available on site. Bottled beers to enjoy back home are
also on sale. Tickets go for 8 euros.
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TRIPS

SNOWBOARD & SKI

WEEKEND & FOUR-DAY TRIPS

Sleep on the Nebelhorn,
Ski on the Fellhorn
January 18-19

Register before January 9 ‘ Register after January 9

$240 - Adults ‘ $255 - Adults

Austrian Alpine Snow Adventure
February 14-17

Register before January 24 ‘ Register after January 24

$329 - Ages 12 and up $349 - Ages 12 and up
$299 - Ages 3-12 years $319 - Ages 3-12 years

Zillertal Arena and Innsbruck
February 29-March 1
Register before January 6 ‘ Register after January 6

$210 - Ages 12 and up $240 - Ages 12 and up
$190 - Ages 3-12 years $220 - Ages 3-12 years

Chasing Powder in Innsbruck
March 20-23

Register before March 6 ‘ Register after March 6

$329 - Ages12andup | $349 - Ages 12 and up
$299 - Ages 3-12 years | $319 - Ages 3-12 years

BOOK YOUR
TRIP TODAY!

December 28
$99/adult = $79/child 3-12 = $15/children under 3

Grosser Arber
January 4 | February 1 | March 7
$69/adult = $59/child 3-12 = $12/children under 3

Brauneck Lenggries

January 11 | February 8 | March 14
$69/adult = $59/child 3-12 = $12/children under 3

Ski & Snowboard Lessons

$50/adult = Instruction price does not include lift tickets.

CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRIPS

Trip to Ochsenkopf
January 12 | February 2 | $49/person

Trip to Silberhutte
January 5 | February 9 | $59/person

GRAFENWOEHR.ARMYMWR.COM

CALL: VISIT:
DSN 475-8529 RC600 TANK ROAD
CIV 09641-83-8529 | TOWER BARRACKS

U.S. ARMY

MWR

USAG BAVARIA




YOUR LOGAL MERGHANTS

SHIP/MAIL

Call 0800-5226274 or
0800-WSRA-SHIP (972-7-4?7)

LAW OFFIGES

U.S. Immigration
Law

Florida Bar Attorney
19 years Experience
"Wir Sprechen Deutsch"
Worldwide legal

representation for
U.S. Immigration

www.karynjbeginlaw.com

BEAUTY & HEALTH

Thai Massage
Your ovenall well - (wi//tg
o an affordable price

Alte Amberger Str. 16 * 92655 Grafenwohr
Call for reservation 01769 7419865

AW OFFIGES

U.S. & GERMAN
ATTORNEYS

US & German Divorces ® Support Issues
Wills and Probate ® Employment
EEO * MSPB  Personal Injury
Contractor Issues ® Tax

RECHTSANWALTE
FACHANWALTE | NOTARE

CALL 069-299-2069-0

E email: maiss@up]12legal.de

BEAUTY @ REALTH

Law Offices of Karyn J. Begin, P.A. Aeussts

+49(0)1520 349 5644 e KarynBeginLaw @gmail.com

ANIMAL SERVIGES

https:/ubonthaimassage.wixsite.com/asiantouch

$ Find us on Facebook Ubon Thaimassage

24/7

Available for
Emergencies

MEDICAL SERVICES:

e vaccinations

o microchip-implantation

e issuance of health certificates
for travel

e health exams

o laboratory diagnostic evaluations

4,00 P~ 6.00 prm e canine and feline spays

further appointments on request * neuters
phone o dentals

Dr. med. vet. Hans Weigl veterinarian

) Office hours:
Frethunger Str. 8 o0, Tue, Thu, Fri

92708 Mantel

09605 /8715 How to find us: e consultancies animal welfare
mobile at the crossroads of and international transport
0179/4665218  Grafenwshr-Hiitten-Weiden  emergencies

and Vilseck-Freihung-Weiden

ANIMAL SERVIGES

AMERICAN
DOCTORS & STAFF

SERVICES OFFERED

family dentistry
periodontal maintenance
root canals

wisdom teeth surgery
implant surgery

certified orthodontics
nitrous oxide

Ramstein Dental Care
06371 406230

Poststrasse 1, 66877 Ramstein
Ramsteindental.com

Wiesbaden Dental Care

06119 887 2650

Bahnstrasse 14, 65205 Wiesbaden
Wiesbadendental.com

Certified American === EEE

Dental Hygienists =t ot "
TRICARE Peferred Provider

Ut Carimrdd i

" Like us on
Facebook

1 N/ .

Veterinary Clinic Kiike

No Appointment Necessary on:
Mon, Wed, Fri 4pm to 6pm
Tus &Thurs 11:00am to Noon
Sat 9:00am to 10:00am

Available for Emergencies 24/7
Please call ahead of your arrival

We Speak English
All Paperwork in English

Accept VAT Forms « Accept Visa
and MasterCard

Industriegebiet Dollnitz 12
92690 Pressath
Phone: 09644 6890404

PCS'ing Back To The States?
We will prepare all health

certificates for your return home info@tierarztpraxis-kueke.de
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YOUR LOGAL I\/IEHEHL\NTSI

BTRANSPORTATION MRENTERTAINMENT

Vehicle Transport

We can help

7]

We move your world

www.ti berg.d
Contact: Mr. Heiko Twachtmann co

htwachtmann@neukirch.de - ,‘ STARS ANDS.I'.RIP 1

MRESTAURANTS

Botef forstﬁaus

|| Caribbean Savor the Flavor
- ma t'x‘l

of th
l sook now | ——-
earmise BB DiEBfurter Str. 18 | 92604 Grafenwiih

Openings available.

08824-9120 -
www.forsthaus-oberau.de = =

*€39 / Person, Double Occupancy, Per Night = = - S
- rsday 11:00 - 15:00
WE APPRECIATE THE 90,000 SERVICE MEMBERS o L ——— =
& FAMILIES WHO HAVE STAYED WITH US! EECEE ! =
FREE BREAKFAST - FREE WIRELESS INTERNET - HOT TUB
FAMILY ROOMS & APARTMENTS - DOGS WELCOMED aribhean | . dp \pIF i If:
AMERICAN OWNED - VAT FORMS ACCEPTED

WAUTOMOTIVE

Tax-Free Car Sales

R

US & German spec vehides Trade- ins Welcome VAT Forms accepted

Pre-owned with1-3 years English Speaking Staff Finance Assistance
Car Fax available/most cars ~ BMW & MINI Certified

Graser MilitarySales | Graser Service Center

https://bmw-militarv.coml Am Grunderzentrum 5 & Beim Flugplatz 16 Eschenbacherstr. 1
92655 Grafenwoehr * 096419293790 D-92690 Pressath
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AMSTERDAM LIGHT FESTIVAL

Through Jan. 19 in Amsterdam, Netherlands

Surprising and beautiful light installations set

up alongside the canals and the Amstel River

await exploration by means of a boat cruise or
an evening stroll.

WINTER SALES

Jan. 8-Feb. 4 in Paris and countrywide
France’s seasonal clearance sales are bargain
hunters’ dreams. The longer an item stays on
the shelf, the lower its price will go, so get your

timing just right!
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MOTOR BIKE EXPO

Jan. 16-19 in Verona, Italy
Best-known brands from the international mo-
torcycle scene show off their latest models at
what'’s billed as the world’s biggest event for

customized motorcycles.

©TARCZAS/123RF.COM

BALL SEASON

Through February in Vienna, Austria
Couples dressed to the nines take to the dance
floors of elegant venues to waltz to the sounds
of orchestral music at one of the city’s some 450

annual balls.

By Karen Bradbury
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TRADFEST
Jan. 22-26 in Dublin, Ireland
The sounds of Irish and folk music performed
by some of today’s biggest names rings out
loud and proud in the pubs of the city’s famed
Temple bar district.

©NATURSPORTS/123R§*¢| sk

THREE KINGS PARADE

Jan. 5 in Madrid, Spain
Melchior, Gaspar and Balthazar, the Three Kings
of the East, march through the streets accom-
panied by floats and a cast of famous
performing artists

BELALP WITCHES RACE

Jan. 11-18 in Blatten Belalp, Switzerland
A week of celebrations culminates when hun-
dreds of skiers dressed in witches’ masks and
costumes take to the slopes to compete in an

eight-mile ski race.
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CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS
Jan. 25-26 in London, UK
Usher in the Year of the Rat with parades and
on-stage performances in the West End, where
the largest Chinese New Year celebrations out-
side Asia unfold.



YOUR LOGAL MERGHANTS

MHOTELS

MSERVICES

Hotel Villa

Just 3 Minutes from Rose Barracks
Amberger Str.9 92249 Vilseck
E-Mail: hotel-villa@email.de
Tel.: +49 (0) 9662/42070

Free WiFi
Restaurant(Guest Only)
Homemade German Cuisine
Breakfast and Special Meals
(reservation only)

Bar opens at 1600

Private Party Room

L B L o< TR

DENTISTS = '
| ¥
¢ <
Our English-speaking staff is ""'k /
looking forward to assist you. H o‘ '

o
[H]

US Coding System for all dental
procedures.

We provide all bills in English with “

We accept VAT forms and most
credit cards.

We are an official United
Concordia and Tricare provider.

't— "

. DR.SCHMID

; DR.ERMER
<l 7AHNARZTE

WoerthStr 9 * 92637 Weiden | Phone: 0961 47037110
E Mail: info@dentist-weiden.com @) ] &

RAMSTEIN
Phone: 06371-8020410
Email: eclemons@hrblock.com

GRAFENWOEHR - VILSECK
Phone: 0173-5736112
Email: jorellano@hrblock.com

SPANGDAHLEM/BITBURG
Phone: 06565-9559822
Email: mhamm@hrblock.com

BAMBERG
Phone: 0951-700-0899
Email: rosie.short@hrblock.com

STUTTGART
Phone: 0711-1207624
Email: estokes@hrblock.com

BAUMHOLDER
Phone: 06783-981041
Email: estokes@hrblock.com

WIESBADEN
Phone: 06134-256963
Email: eclemons@hrblock.com

KAISERSLAUTERN
Phone: 0631-3554711
Email: estokes@hrblock.com

Il HsRr BLOCK

VEHICLE SHIPPING SERVICES!

WSHIP/MAIL

International Shipping

Import & Export

Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe)
Door to door pick-up/delivery service
Customs clearance

All Risk Marine Insurance

Auto Insurance (Germany only)

jooal

Logistics Europe GmbH

T T gl

GERMANY
+49-6134-2592730
0800-CARSHIP (Germany only)

UNITED KINGDOM
+44-(0)1638-515714

US.A
+1-972-602-1670
+1-800-264-8167 (US only)

Phone:
Toll-Free:

For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices / Agencies near Military Installations



OUR HONOR

Grafenwoehr
EXCHANGE

1 O% OFF ;  shopmyexchange.com
/ | X

ON YOUR RESTAURANT PURCHASE
WITH YOUR MILITARY STARes CARD

Grafenwoehr
EXCHANGE

shopmyexchange.com

apPLY NOW
ve 1 0%
days
on ‘}0\“ first "
pu;.chases and S‘:({ay‘

BAVARIA

Join our facebook page
www.facebook.com/GrafenwoehrExchange



