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By Tamala Malerk

Scan to find out what else is going on in Your Community.

BAVARIA
Tollwood Winter Festival, Munich | Nov. 24 – Dec. 23, 2026
Also known as “Munich’s alternative Christmas market,” this event is for those looking for something a 

little different during Christmas market season. This festival features street performances, internation-

al productions, organic crafts and food from all over the world. While the main event ends on Dec. 23, 

you can also join the midnight waltz on New Year’s Eve. tollwood.de/tollwood-winterfestival 

KAISERSLAUTERN
Cultural Market in the Fruchthalle | Nov. 26 – Dec. 20, 2026
Check out this market Thursdays through Sundays across the four Advent weekends. There are a 

variety of vendors featuring items such as pottery, arts, crafts, jewelry, toys, one-of-a-kind pieces and 

fair-trade products. While some exhibitors stay the entire time, others only participate for certain 

weekends, so go more than once to get the full experience. Outside of shopping, enjoy live music 

performances, coffee and cake. kaiserslautern.de 

SPANGDAHLEM
PLAY! – Interactive Gaming Convention, Trier | Nov. 7 – 8, 2026
Put on your best cosplay and make your way to this convention for a weekend of fun. Shop the ven-

dors, marvel at the artists onsite and take part in a tournament. There will be special guests, gaming 

and e-sports. Preview the program and buy your tickets at play-con.de. 

STUTTGART 
chocolART – Chocolate Festival, Tübingen | Dec. 1 – 6, 2026
Welcome the colder season at Germany’s largest chocolate festival. Around 90 exhibitors will be there 

so you can peruse and taste chocolate and chocolate products from all over the world. Along with tasty 

treats, there will also be vendors throughout the old town. In the evening, a light show illuminates the 

skies and buildings after the sun goes down. chocolart.de 

WIESBADEN
“King Arthur,” Frankfurt | Nov.  8 – Dec. 16, 2026
Spend the evening at the opera on select dates through mid-December. Get caught up in the drama of 

King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table. Lancelot makes all the other knights jealous and begins 

an affair with the king’s wife, Guinevere. The show will be performed in French but also features German 

and English subtitles. Learn more and purchase your tickets at oper-frankfurt.de. 
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No contracts and easy online booking

• Increased strength and flexibility
• Relief from those nagging pains

Benefits:

• English speaking classes
• Private and small group classes
• Personalized workouts

We Offer:

www.mypilatesplace.de

Hauptstraße 19, 
70563 Stuttgart

0178-261-1180

hallo@mypilatesplace.de

Only 5 min.

from Patch!

Pilates 
equipment classes



By Kat Nickola

W
hen my father-in-law came 

from the States to visit, we took 

him to the small German town 

of Weisweil. Some genealogical 

digging led us there and he 

wanted to poke through the local Friedhof 
(cemetery). Finding grave markers is a 

common way, in many places, to find 

records that help further family tree infor-

mation, but in Germany my father-in-law, 

came up short. Here’s why.

At public cemeteries in Germany, grave 

plots are rented. Contracts last for 25 years, 

though depending on the local soil, the 

Mindestruhezeiten (minimal rest time) may 

be up to 40 years. Plots can be a single 

person, one-time-use, standard grave 

(Reihengrab) or a renewable family plot 

(Wahlgrab) that allows for multiple burials 

and lease extensions.

All Saints’ Day 
traditions in Germany

S P OT 
LIGHT   
ON… German Grave Renewals

GERMAN WORD  
OF THE MONTH

Leichenschmaus (noun)  

LYE-khun-shmows

Literal translation: Corpse feast

Meaning: A meal shared by mourners 

after a loved-one’s funeral.

After the contract period, all stone markers and plants 

(some parcels grow into tiny memorial gardens) are 

cleared. Grass is grown over the plot. Later, when the 

grave is dug again, any remains are sifted and reburied 

well below the visual opening for the new internment. 

While this may seem odd, it’s important to understand 

that leftover remains are minimal since burials in 

Germany are aimed at environmentally safe biological 

breakdown; neither embalming nor sealed vaults are 

used, and caskets are made of specific solid woods. 

There are exceptions for specific religious beliefs, 

like those of Jewish or Muslim burials, that allow for 

perpetual internment.

For my father-in-law, it was a bummer to not find an 

ancestorial headstone. However, one of the cemetery 

workers told us that, like most villages in Germany, 

the town had an organized, publicly accessible record 

of citizens back to the late Middle Ages kept at the 

Rathaus, or town hall. 
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By Katie Wells

Historic & Haunting
Places near Stuttgart

LOCAL TRAVEL

I
t is likely we’ve all walked amongst spirits of war. Soldiers 
who laid their lives on the line, civilian casualties and 
maybe even the grotesqueries born out of high-stress 

times. Stuttgart, Germany, is no different. If you are a 
military history buff who also enjoys a scare, road trip 
through this circuit of lost places, abandoned spaces and 
haunted sites around Stuttgart this spooky season.

The Bunkers in Waldstetten 

After World War II, German locals whispered about the tall, 

barbed-wire fences, warning signs and heavy-duty tactical 

vehicles driving along the narrow roads deep into the dense 

forest. During the Cold War, the Americans moved in. The 

military built 28 bunkers to store weapons, ammunition, cots, 

tents and food… or so they say.  At the time, global threats and 

the nuclear arms race created tension, anxiety and fear. It was 

only natural an uneasiness surrounded the bunkers. In 1988, a 

landslide damaged three of the bunkers so badly that they had 

to be demolished. When the Cold War ended, the bunkers were 

vacated by 1990. 

If you are hiking in the area, you may come across the remain-

ing 23 bunkers slowly being engulfed by forest growth. And, 

if you feel the gaze of beady eyes boring into your back, it is 

likely the new residents of the abandoned site. The area is now 

a designated nature reserve and home to an endangered bat 

species. Nearby, Waldstetten History Museum sometimes offers 

special tours. 

© CC BY-SA 4.0/MSESES/COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG
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Gruorn "Ghost Village"

To expand the Münsingen military training grounds between 

1937 and 1939, approximately 693 residents of the farming 

community Gruorn, were forced to evacuate and abandon the 

village. Their homes used for decades for military maneuvers, fell 

into ruins and by the late 1970s. They were razed to the ground 

for safety reasons and only their stone foundations remain. For a 

short time, only the over 800-year-old Stephanuskirche (church) 

and schoolhouse still stood, but both were badly damaged. 

In 2005, a committee of former residents and descendants 

restored the two buildings and the cemetery. 

Today, the area is a memorial for peace and known as a “lost 

place.” Visiting is sure to feel like a sort of purgatory between 

past and present. It is in the middle of a biosphere reserve and is 

only accessible by hiking or biking. You can start at the Traifinger 

Sage parking lot for a 2 km paved path. Be sure to stay on the 

designated, marked paths to avoid unexploded ordnance. The 

restored schoolhouse is now a museum and cafe.

The Grand Hotel Waldlust

This hotel in the Black Forest first opened in the early 1920s 

and was ahead of its time. Starlets and even King Gustav V of 

Sweden stayed there. Charlie Chaplain and Mark Twain are also 

said to be amongst the famous guests. Adele "Adi" B. was the 

charming manager who led the hotel in its prime. During World 

War II, the hotel was closed, and German forces requisitioned it 

for military functions. A few short years after the war ended and 

Adi reopened the hotel, she was murdered violently in her room 

and the killer and motive remain shrouded in mystery. The hotel 

was never the same. It was converted yet again, this time as a 

military hospital where many people died. In the 1960s, it was 

reopened, and employees spoke of strange hauntings—moving 

objects, disembodied cries of pain and unexplained chills.

Presently, the hotel is being brought to life once again. For 2026 

and 2027, the Waldlust Heritage Association has scheduled 

frequent art and culture events. If you dare, you can take a tour.

Degerloch Waldfriedhof

For a unique, historic, but somewhat eerie excursion, you can be 

transported back to the 1920s by taking the Stuttgart Stand-
seilbahn (Funicular Railway), an old, creaky wooden cable car 

up a steep hill to a single destination, Degerloch Waldfriedhof, 

a forest cemetery. Built inside the dense forest in 1913, it is the 

tranquil resting place for 1,170 World War I soldiers and 982 

World War II soldiers and bombing victims. 

While it is a peaceful place, there is some spooky speculation 

about the area. Locals call the cable car Erbschleicher-Express, 

meaning “inheritance-hunter express.” It is also said that because 

of the thick canopy blocking out city lights and noise, the sud-

den silence once you arrive is unsettling. 

9



By Kat Nickola

In the States, I loved visiting haunted locations and staying up late in 
ghostly hotels trying to spot the spirits of the past. In modern American 
culture, ghosts tend to have unfinished business. Perhaps they are 
restless miners or asylum residents from the 1800s; maybe they are 
victims of large-scale tragedies or violent acts of the 20th century. They 
often reflect the youthfulness of our country, perhaps adding wishful 
importance to common places in a culture whose origin story is still 
being written. Regardless of why, ghosts are on the fringe.

Germany is different. Over here, haunt-

ings are legendary with traditions that 

go back thousands of years. It is not so 

much that German people find ghost 

stories factual, more that the stories 

are accepted as cultural memory. They 

are so intertwined with local lore that 

their relics are encountered on a daily 

basis. With medieval castles and Ro-

man ruins, megalithic tombs and Celtic 

hillforts, the landscape is covered in 

thousand-year-old paranormal stories.

Some places do adopt unique, modern 

stories. These are often reflected in the 

many modern abandoned places that take 

on their own kind of creepiness like the 

Grandhotel Waldlust in the Black Forest or 

Munich’s Olympic Stadium train station.

For true hauntings, though, and unex-

plained entities visiting our domain, 

Germany has some of the oldest tradi-

tions in Europe. Over time, many ghost 

stories have evolved, mysterious oth-

erworldly creatures have grown, and 

legends and beliefs have intermingled. 

The White Lady or the Poltergeist are two 

broad archetypes, or universal haunt-

ing patterns, that seem to have grown 

here. But it is the wild hunt stories that 

have really lasted the test of time. 
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WHAT DO YOU DO?
Encounters with the Wilde Jagd vary across 

time. There is some evidence that the over-

arching motif of a flying horde on a mission 

came from early pagan beliefs and that the 

leader was Odin or Freya on a ride with their 

spirits, gods and elven followers. In some 

accounts, the Roman goddess Hecate leads, 

or perhaps the Alpine shapeshifter Perchta. 

As time went on, legendary leaders like Bar-

barossa and Charlemagne, and even local 

knights (often as punishment for sins) were 

said to front the troop. 

Beliefs also changed. The earliest wild hunt 

visions may have been good omens for a 

prolific spring. In some places, they were full 

of wild female spirits. Offerings were left out 

in the blustery weather to sustain the group 

while they pursued their prey and rid the 

land of cruel winter spirits. As Christianity was 

adopted, however, the hunt took on a fearful, 

demonic nature and getting caught up in it 

could mean the entrapment of your soul into 

the mob. Best, in that case, to lay face down 

on the ground; if you don’t see them, they 

won’t see you.

THE WILD HUNT
Imagine that you are returning from the forest 

in the dead of winter. You’ve been gathering 

firewood late into the evening and your heavy 

bundle slows you down in the snow. Tired, 

you sit on a fallen log beside the trodden path 

to catch your breath. The sky darkens and 

a ferocious wind begins to blow. You grow 

nervous about making it home, but as the 

full moon rises, it casts a glow through the 

skeletal trees. It’s enough. 

Suddenly, something blots the moon. 

Through the cage-like forest you barely make 

out a huge wave of blackness descending to 

Earth before a deep rumble begins in your 

gut. It develops into a thumping that grows 

louder and louder. Soon you hear hooves 

crushing underbrush, wild howling and 

raucous laughter. You leap behind the log just 

as a horde of riders on horseback, wolves at 

their feet, come into view. It is an awful site: a 

host of the dead with gaping wounds riding 

phantom horses as ravens escort them. 

The leader, sitting god-like on his eight-

legged horse, looks your way and you go 

cold. He raises his hand to slow the mob as 

they near your hiding place. Then, without full 

control of your senses, you stand to face the 

throng. The leader speaks, “You may offer me 

your bounty or join our hunt.”
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ENCOUNTER THE WILDE JAGD
ODENWALD
The Odenwald mountain range south of Frank-

furt has a famous wild hunt story and you can 

follow the horde’s route. It is here that a ghost-

ly knight and his entourage race to carry a 

message of war from his burial place in Schnel-

lerts Castle to his family home at Rodenstein 

Castle. You can visit both of these castle’s ruins 

today on the many hiking trails in this region 

called the Bergstrasse-Odenwald.

SCHWARZWALD
The area around Freiburg in the Black Forest 

southwest of Stuttgart is teeming with wild 

hunt stories. Fierce winter storms invite the 

mob to battle at the top of the Schauinsland 

peak. Today, you can take a cable car up. On 

Kandel mountain, the wild hunt lives on as 

a relic of the pagan convoys, with Christians 

of the Middle Ages calling the area a witch’s 

gathering place. You can hike or drive to the 

peak where storms invite the horde and clear 

days guarantee their absence and views far 

into France.

BAYERISCHER WALD
In the Bavarian Forest, southeast of Grafen-

wöhr and Vilseck, the Großer Arber is the 

highest peak in the area. It is here, on stormy 

nights, that the wild hunt is said to gather and 

sweep away any onlookers that cross their 

path. You can take that risk on a hike or gondo-

la ride to the top. 

Rodenstein Castle, OdenwaldSchauinslandbahn, Schwarzwald

Großer Arber, Bayerischer Wald
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Six
EUROPEAN CEMETERIES  

WORTH HAUNTING
By Stacy Roman

G raveyards and cemeteries lend themselves to the spookiness 

of the haunting Halloween season. Cross-laden headstones are 

often used as backdrops to ghost stories and zombie apocalyps-

es. With burials dating back thousands of years, Europe is home 

to some of the oldest and most eerie cemeteries in the world. Here are six 

graveyards worth haunting… if you’re brave enough.

PÈRE LACHAISE  
PARIS, FRANCE

Due to the overcrowding of cemeteries in 

central Paris, the local government opted to 

open larger sites on the outskirts of the city. 

Cimetière du Père Lachaise on the east side 

opened in 1804 with just 13 graves. Today, 

more than one million souls are believed to 

have been buried on the site. With narrow plots 

and tree-lined hilly cobblestone pathways, the 

non-denominational cemetery is one of the 

most visited in the world. Notable celebrities 

buried there include Molière, Chopin, Gertrude 

Stein and The Doors frontman Jim Morrison.

GREYFRIARS KIRKYARD  

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND

Perched along the hillside behind the 

old town, Greyfriars Kirkyard has seen 

interments since the 1500s. Guarding the 

entrance is a bronze statue of Greyfriars 

Bobby, a loyal terrier who watched over the 

grave of his master for 14 years. Inside the 

cemetery, you’ll notice weathered head-

stones with names such as Tom Riddell, Esq. 

and William McGonagall—from which J.K. 

Rowling garnered inspiration for some of 

her famous Harry Potter characters.

Statue of  

Greyfriars Bobby

Cimetière du 

Père Lachaise
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ST. MARY’S CHURCHYARD  

WHITBY, ENGLAND

With a stunning view of the North Sea in north-

eastern England, St. Mary’s Churchyard is rich 

with ghoulish literary history. Tombstones dating 

back to the Middle Ages populate this graveyard. 

Bram Stoker’s haunting tale, “Dracula” takes place 

in the cemetery and surrounding community. 

Graves with skulls and crossbones etched in stone 

add to the mystique. Tragic nursery rhyme heroes 

Humpty Dumpty and Tom Thumb are rumored to 

have been buried here.

OLD JEWISH CEMETERY  

PRAGUE, CZECHIA

Established in the early 15th century, this cem-

etery is one of the oldest Jewish burial grounds 

in Europe still intact. Located in the heart of old 

town Prague, more than 12,000 worn headstones 

dot the graveyard almost in a haphazard fashion. 

However, because of religious customs and 

beliefs, when space became scarce, a new layer 

of soil was added and the newly deceased were 

buried atop the old. Thus, several layers of souls 

have been laid to rest here.

MONUMENTAL CEMETERY  
OF STAGLIENO  

GENOA, ITALY

Situated on a hillside on the outskirts of Genoa, 

Italy is one of Europe’s largest cemeteries—Cim-

itero Monumentale di Staglieno. Opened in 1851, 

this graveyard resembles an Italian sculpture 

garden. Grandiose and borderline ostentatious 

statues, including a Pantheon, mark family burial 

plots, crypts and mausoleums. Many of the sculp-

tures are carved so ornately, they appear to be 

loved ones mourning the departed.

SKOGSKYRKOGÅRDEN  

STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN

Translating to “The Woodland Cemetery” in 

English, the Skogskyrkogården in Stockholm, 

Sweden has been designated a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. Just south of the city, this relatively 

newer resting place blends with nature. Tall pine 

trees envelop the graves peppering the vast 

landscape. Among the famous burials here is 

Hollywood starlet Greta Garbo. 

While these 

cemeteries 

invite visitors 

to wander and 

explore, please remember they 

are the final resting places for the 

dearly departed. Be sure to leave 

headstones and graves undis-

turbed and be respectful.

St. Mary's Churchyard

The haphazard placement of headstones in the Old Jewish Cemetery

A detailed sculpture in the Monumental 

Cemetery of Staglieno

View of the North Sea at St. Mary's Churchyard

The tall pine trees of Skogskyrkogården
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Night Sky in Kleinarl, Austria 

As the days grow darker in October, the night sky brightens with stars and other astrological 

sights. Photographer Isai Martinez captured this stunning starry night, stating, “The Milky Way 

rises above the mountains of Kleinarl, Austria, in the early hours in a rural alpine 

valley, far from urban light pollution.” 

SNAPSHOT

YOUR
PHOTO BY  

Isai Martinez 

Europe is full of romanticized moments. We want to see photos 
of places that make life feel magical. Send us Your Snapshot for a 

chance to be featured in a “What’s Up” magazine!
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